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D
AMASCUS, Va. — A
business owner with
ties to an Asian mon-

astery is scheduled to return
to his community in Thailand
as soon as his local restaurant
is sold.

After owning and operating
Mojo’s Trailside Café & Cof-

fee in Damascus for nearly a
year, David “Paragon” Calvert
said his “work is finished. I
need to move on.”

Calvert is selling the eatery
in hopes of returning to the
Pa Pae Meditation Retreat in
the mountain area of Chiang
Mai, Thailand, where he lived
as a Buddhist monk for two
months before personal rea-

sons and COVID-19 restric-
tions forced him to leave dur-
ing the country’s shutdown.

Calvert, who was visiting
from California last spring,
purchased the Damascus
landmark after a tragic ac-
cident took the life of the
beloved restaurant chef,

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

David “Paragon” Calvert meditates as a Buddhist monk in Thailand in early 2020 before moving to Damascus.

The monk
at Mojo’s

See MOJO’S, Page A6

Having steered the

Damascus eatery

through the 2020

pandemic, owner

David Calvert hopes

to sell it and return to

Buddhist monastery

FROM TRAILS TO THAILAND

BY JOE TENNIS
WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

ABINGDON, Va. — The first in-
formation released to the public
about an explosion in Abingdon
that killed a 12-year-old boy two
days before Christmas came that
night at 7:16 p.m.

Town officials tweeted a mes-
sage on Alert Abingdon: “EXPLO-
SION at 269 KING ST ABING-
DON. Please use caution in the

area. December 23, 2020 at 07:11
PM.”

It was nearly two weeks before
anything else was released. It
came Jan. 5 after inquiries by the
local news media about a pub-
lished obituary penned by the
boy’s father in the Bristol Herald
Courier.

“We had it out on Twitter that
night. It’s in the public’s eye.
We’re not trying to hide anything.

It’s still an active investigation,”
Abingdon Police Chief John Hol-
brook said.

“As soon as somebody called
and asked, we put something to-
gether and sent it out,” Holbrook
told the Bristol Herald Courier.
“We really didn’t have a whole lot
to release.”

Holbrook recalled that night,

Grenade tragedy still under investigation
Authorities were slow to release details of explosion but say they are still waiting on more information

See GRENADE, Page A5

OBITUARY PHOTO

Asher Hurley, 12, was killed on
Dec. 23 by a MK2 grenade that was
purchased at the Fancy Flea Antique
Mall in Shallotte, North Carolina.

BY JOE TENNIS
WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

DAMASCUS, Va. — The
Appalachian Trail Con-
servancy is urging thru-
hikers to stay off the
Appalachian Trail, but
newly elected leaders
in this “Town of Many
Trails” still want to bring
back the annual Trail
Days this year.

“As it stands now, we
are planning Trail Days
as if it were going to
happen in May,” said
Trail Days Chairwoman
Susan Coleman.

The conservancy’s
advisory to stay off the
2,190-mile-long Appala-
chian Trail, which spans
from Georgia to Maine,
was in response to CO-
VID-19 concerns. That’s
the same reason Trail
Days was canceled last
May.

“I think hikers are still
going to continue to
hike,” Coleman said.
“I just don’t think the
amount of hikers will be
as much as it has been in
the past.”

Trail Days is a popular
festival that features a
parade, auction, work-
shops and lectures, mu-
sic and more over three
days.

In years past, as many
as 20,000 people have
attended the event in
Damascus, which has
about 1,000 residents.

The Appalachian Trail
runs through Damas-
cus, cutting through the
town park and following
the sidewalks along U.S.
Highway 58.

Consistently since
2004, Trail Days has
been a proven mon-
eymaker for this town
in eastern Washington
County, netting more
than $37,000 in 2018,
according to town Trea-
surer Eva Meyer.

Tuesday Pope, the
town clerk, said this
year’s Town-Wide Yard

Damascus
still planning
for Trail Days
inMay 2021

See TRAIL, Page A2

Judge James Jones taking
senior status, moving to
semiretirement B1
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John Seymore.
“It was not my inten-

tion to get back into
business,” said Calvert,
“but I fell in love with
John’s story, and I wanted
to continue his vision.
That’s basically what I’ve
done here. It’s all been
for him.”

Now that the monas-
tery in Thailand might
be reopened, the owner
said he needs to put the
wings in place to sell
the restaurant so that
he can head back to a
lifestyle that focuses on
meditation to achieve a
state of inner peace and
wisdom.

During the past year,
Calvert has accom-
plished what he set out
to do. He continued
the vision of the for-
mer restaurant owner,
upgraded the interior
and equipment, started
a scholarship program
in Seymore’s honor and
continued to build a cli-
entele from throughout
the Southwest Virginia
region and beyond.

The business has five-
star reviews on Trav-
elocity, Google and Trip
Advisor, something that
gives Calvert a sense of
accomplishment. For the
most part, Calvert kept
the same menu devel-
oped by Seymore, adding
a little California flair at
times.

Despite weathering the
effects of the pandemic,
Calvert said the restau-

rant has managed to
holds its own.

“Business has been
about half of what we
normally do, but that’s
pretty good considering
we were shut down three
times due to [the] virus
and our busy season
with Trail Days didn’t
happen.”

With the restaurant on
the market this winter,
Calvert’s asking price
is $130,000 with owner
financing.

“Based on market
evaluation, it’s worth as
much as $250,000 with
all of the equipment,”
he said. “I will consider
owner financing.”

The newcomer would
likely settle in Damascus
if he were not driven to
return to Thailand as a
Buddhist monk.

“The people here have
been amazing. They
are honest and caring.
Damascus is like a hid-
den secret — like a little
Mayberry.”

Calvert will lead a
very structured life as a
monk once he returns to
Thailand.

“We pray for peace,
and we are taught to
bring in negative energy
and expel love,” he said.

Although Buddhists do
not work to earn a living,
Calvert will hopefully
return with a desire to
help out in the village by
teaching English.

He is expected to forfeit
his worldly possessions
to become reinstated as
a monk.

“In 2020, I walked into
Thailand with a pair
of shoes, two pairs of
shorts, a pair of pants
and shirts,” said Calvert
about his first experience
with the practice.

“Buddhism is not a
religion. It’s a practice of
peace — learning more
about yourself and find-
ing the causes of suffer-
ing within yourself,” he
explained.

The monks walk a mile
barefoot at 5:30 each
morning into the vil-
lage, holding alms bowls
that are filled with food
by people who support
them. The food is taken
back and shared with
the monastery. They eat
at 7 a.m., and the last
time they eat for the day
is four hours later at 11
a.m.

“We see food offerings
as a blessing,” he said.

“I believe the monas-
tery holds a place for me,
especially in these trying
times. I wish to return to
continue that practice.”

For inquiries about
the sale of the restau-
rant, contact Calvert at
805-585-7040 or email at
paragonbrc@gmail.com.

Carolyn R. Wilson is a freelance
writer in Glade Spring, Virginia.

Contact her at news@washconews.
com.

Mojo’s
From Page A1
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David Calvert, known as “Paragon” stands in front of Mojo’s Trailside Cafe & Coffee in Damas-
cus, an eatery he is selling in order to return to Thailand as a Buddhist monk.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

For the most part, David Calvert has kept the same menu
developed by former owner John Seymore, adding a little
California flair at times.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

David “Paragon” Calvert meditates as a Buddhist monk in
Thailand in early 2020 before moving to Damascus.

Kurt Pomrenke, a for-
mer juvenile court judge
and attorney, participat-
ed and was “instrumen-
tal in the success of this
fraud,” Assistant U.S.
Attorney Zachary Lee
said during last week’s
sentencing hearing, call-
ing him a “necessary
go-between” for his wife
and the company they
hired to coach and ad-
vise them how to “game
the system.”

The government took
no position on which
defendant reported first,
according to the motion.

“The reason for the
reversal, they submit,
is so husband can earn
money at his job to better
support their minor chil-
dren and pay the fines
imposed at sentencing,”
Jones wrote in his order.

Stacey Pomrenke was
ordered to pay a $10,000
fine and her husband
ordered to pay a $5,000
fine.

“I do not find the rea-
soning persuasive. With
credit for good behav-
ior, husband will return
in 10 months or so and
from all that I can gather,
may be able to return to
his job at that time,” the
judge wrote.

Kurt Pomrenke told
Judge Jones last week
that his employer agreed
he could return to his

current position once
a prison sentence was
completed.

“That period of time
may also further ease the
current COVID-19 pan-
demic to the benefit of
wife. While she recently
contracted COVID-19
any period of immunity
from the disease is un-
certain and her presen-
tence investigation re-
port indicated that she
was diagnosed in the
past with autoimmune
syndrome,” Jones wrote.

The couple’s joint mo-
tion to modify Jones’ de-
cision was filed Jan. 28,
two days after their sen-
tencing.

“Wife’s motion also
requests that the court
recommend that she be
designated to Federal
Prison Camp Alderson,”
Jones wrote of the West
Virginia prison where
Stacey Pomrenke previ-
ously served.

“Wife’s conduct at Al-
derson was at the heart of
her crime. Even when Al-
derson officials were ad-
vised that she was under
investigation, she was
continued in the RDAP
[Residential Drug Abuse
Program] and treated
professionally. The Bu-
reau of Prisons has the
ultimate authority to as-
sign her to a facility but
I do not think it proper
that she be returned to
the facility where she was
able to successfully ma-
nipulate the system.”

challenging COVID-19
burdens to attack a local
business that the State of
Tennessee has deemed
essential — a company

that is an employer of
thousands of Tennesse-
ans during the worst eco-
nomic environment in
recent history,” Food City
said.

K-VA-T has 134 loca-
tions in multiple states in
the Southeast.

Opioids
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“After leaving Hill-
com, he gets on Breaks
Park Road and he turns
onto Bartlick Road,”
Fleming said.

Deputies made con-
tact with O’Quin’s vehi-
cle, a burgundy F-250
Ford pickup truck as
the pursuit spanned
more than three miles,
Fleming said. Finally,
O’Quin stopped his ve-
hicle on Bartlick Road
at a bridge near the
intersection of Toms
Bottom Drive, Fleming
said.

“He gets out of his ve-
hicle and fires at least
two rounds at one of
my deputies,” Fleming
said.

“The deputy returns
fire and does not strike
Mr. O’Quin,” said
Fleming. “Mr. O’Quin

exited his vehicle again
with a high-powered
rifle and places it un-
der his chin and pulls
the trigger. And that is
where this ends, with a
self-inflicted gunshot
wound,” the sheriff
said.

The man shot himself
about 40 minutes after
the initial shooting,
Stidham said.

“This gentleman, the
one who committed
suicide, has had some
mental health issues
in the past,” Stidham
said.

O’Quin was the own-
er of the marina on
nearby John W. Flanna-
gan Dam & Reservoir
and the Triple T stores
at Cinchco and Nora,
both in Dickenson
County, Stidham said.

jtennis@bristolnews.com

@BHC_Tennis

Shooting
From Page A3
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EMORY, Va. — Baby
showers, baby scans
and maternity clothes

are exciting milestones for
any mom-to-be expecting a
newborn, but for five local
couples, the shadow of the
pandemic in 2020 hovered
over their memorable time
with anxieties and uncer-
tainties.

The couples, whose
spouses each work at Emory
& Henry College, shared
something in common
during the onset of the
pandemic — they all were
expecting babies.

Although the couples ex-
pressed their thankfulness
for delivering healthy babies
and escaping COVID-19
while pregnant, they were
sorry to miss out on celebra-
tions and rituals that usually
mark the joyful occasions.

It was just a weird time to
be pregnant, they agreed.

Rachael Wilbur, web con-
tent manager and chief pho-
tographer at Emory & Henry
College, recently threw an
informal birthday party for
her 1-year-old daughter Lily
and invited the four other
couples who also were ex-
pecting babies at the same
time she was pregnant.

Wilbur said the network
of friends on campus was
a big comfort for her dur-

ing a time when visiting
with family and friends was
restricted.

“I’m not originally from
this area, so it was hard
not having family here,”
said Wilbur, who grew up
in Granite City, Illinois. I’m
thankful for the other moms

on campus. We all shared
very similar experiences.
It was like our own little
community that bonded us
together.”

Wilbur found out in early
January 2020 that she and

BY ROBERT SORRELL
WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

Virginia residents hop-
ing to cast their votes
early for the Nov. 2 gen-
eral election can now do
so.

In-person early voting
and absentee voting will
take place at local elec-
tion offices, including
at Bristol Virginia City
Hall. Registrar Penny
Limburg in Bristol said
Virginia has one of the
longest early voting pe-
riods — at 45 days — in
the country. This is the
second year that vot-
ers have had a chance
to vote early in Virginia,
after early voting was al-
lowed in 2020 due to the
pandemic.

She expects about 30%
of voters to use early
voting.

Residents can go to
City Hall at the corner of
Lee and Scott streets to
vote, and Limburg said
voters do not need a rea-
son to vote early. Both
inside and drive-thru
voting will be permitted.
Residents are remind-
ed to take their proper
identification to vote.
Face masks are also rec-
ommended.

Those who vote by
mail are required to
have a witness signa-
ture, which was not re-
quired last year.

People can vote be-
tween 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
at the registrar’s office.

One difference this
election is the size of
the ballot, Limburg said.
Previously, voters used
a ballot that was 8 by 11
inches. A legal size bal-
lot is being used for this
election to allow all of
the races to be included
on one side.

For those affected
by this year’s address
changes in Bristol, Vir-
ginia, Limburg said the
staff has been trained
and have books that
show both old and new
addresses. She noted
that 95 households have
changed precincts due
to address changes.

The biggest race on
the ballot is for gover-
nor. Former Gov. Terry
McAuliffe, the Demo-
crat, faces Republican
Glenn A. Youngkin and
Libertarian Princess
Blanding. Current Gov.
Ralph Northam, a Dem-
ocrat, is unable to run
for reelection, per state
law.

Republican Winsome
E. Sears and Democrat
Hala S. Ayala are bat-
tling it out to become
the next lieutenant

See ELECTIONS, Page A5

Elections
begin in
Virginia

See PREGNANT, Page A5

Rachael Wilbur’s daughter, Lily, celebrated her first birthday recently
with a gaggle of other babies born during the pandemic.

Business owner presents
petition in opposition to
cigarette tax A2

Glade Spring, Saltville
officials consider how to
connect Salt Trail B1

PANDEMIC BABIES

Expecting
in COVID-19

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS/RACHAEL WILBUR

Five local couples gathered for a party to celebrate their children’s first year. All of them were born during the
COVID-19 pandemic.



Carrying on the Tradition of
Hickory Smoked BBQHickory Smoked BBQ

423-538-7543
900 Elizabethton Hwy, Bluff City,TN 37618

Mon-Thur 11 am-7:30 pm • Fri & Sat 11 am-2:30 pm & 4:30 pm-8:30 pm

Closed, Larry Proffitt says, “On The Lord’s Day.”

STARTS ENDINGWEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29THAT 6 PM

5188 KILGORE DRIVE, MENDOTA VA 24270
PREVIEW DATE - SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH FROM 10 AM - NOON AND
PICK UP WILL BE HELD AT 5188 KILGORE DRIVE, MENDOTA, VA 24270 ON

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1ST FROM 5 - 7 PM

FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION IN MENDOTA VA!

Items Include:
• 2018 Kubota M5660 SU Hydraulic Shuttle LA1154 Loader 4x4 with 285 hours. Fluid in all 4
tires. Ser #7JF3031 57 H.P.

• 2006 New Holland TT60A 2-WD with Bush Hog 3545 Loader 1,340 hours. Fluid in Rear tires.
Ser #016002 56 H.P.

• 2015 Mahindra mPower 83 HP 4x4 with Cab and Loader. 407 hours. Fluid in rear tires. Ser
#KNGCY1256 KE 83 H.P. Computer Conveys with Baler.

• BR740A New Holland Silage Special 4x5 NetWrap Baler • 16’ Low Boy Trailer with 4 extra
wheels & tires

• 6’ Box Blade • Kuhn SR 108 Speed Rake • GALFRE GTS 520 Hay Tedder

• Krone AM 243 S Disc Mower • 7’ Bush Hog Model 287 • 3 Point Subsoiler

• 3’ Farm & Ranch Fan Model HVP 30E • 3’ Farm & Ranch Fan Model HVP 30E

• Digi-star StockWeigh 500 lock on scale • 7’ Loader Bucket

• Land Pride BS10 Quick Attach Hay Spear • Bush Hog SBS 45 Quick Attach Hay Spear

• Gooseneck-Style Coupler Lock • Gooseneck-Style Coupler Lock

• Snyder Industries 21’ Boom & Spot Sprayer • Cherokee RT6 6’ PTO Driven Tiller

• 2’ Mill Stone

Directions - From Abingdon VA - Porterfield Highway South / Alt 58; Left on Rich Valley Road for
+/- 9 miles, Right on Nordyke Road for +/- 4.5 miles; Left on Kilgore Drive, property starts on left
approximately 1.25 miles down on left. Kilgore Drive ends where entrance to property is.

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION

Terms & Conditions: 10% Buyer’s Premium and VA State Sales Tax added. Subject to Seller confirmation. Item descriptions
are deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Bidder to perform their own due diligence in regards to item descriptions and
condition. Cash or Certified Check may be used at pick up. Auction Company does not provide shipping and recommends
bidder contact a third party shipping company for quote prior to bidding.

Matt Gallimore,
Broker/Auctioneer

Blue Ridge Land &
Auction Co., Inc.

Phone: (540) 745-2005
629 W Main St., Abingdon, VA
VAAuctionPro.com (Lic#2907004059)

Awarded “National
Top 10 Office
2016 - 2020”

Contact - Realtor Darrell Hylton at 540-250-0850 or
Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore

at 540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com

Wednesday, September 22, 2021 • A5Washington County News • swvatoday.com FROM PAGE ONE/TWO

her husband Dan Van
Tassel, the chair of the
art department at the
college, were expect-
ing a baby. “We had just
started hearing about
COVID. At that point, no
one knew what was go-
ing to happen next.”

Just as she was start-
ing her second trimes-
ter of the pregnancy,
the college transitioned
to virtual learning, and
many employees started
working from home.

Wilbur had to navigate
through many pandem-
ic restrictions before
delivering on Sept. 11,
2020.

“The 20-week ultra-
sound is an important
scan,” she said. “But my
husband had to watch
from the car using Face-
Time on his phone.”

They originally want-
ed to take classes for
first-time parents, but
they were canceled and
replaced with online
instructions, she said.

Wilbur resorted to
creative measures
when it came time for
a baby shower. Friends
dropped off their gifts
at the front door, and
all of the packages were
later opened while the
gift givers watched by
Zoom.

She exchanged her
maternity clothing for
wearing pajamas while
working at home.

“A lot of my colleagues
didn’t even know I was
pregnant. I missed
people seeing the baby
bump grow.”

Wilbur said these pan-
demic memories will
remain vivid for a long
time.

During her time at
home, she created a
baby book of her ex-
periences during the
pandemic. “It will be
a historical record for
Lily.”

Dylan Johnson, direc-
tor of campus recre-
ation at the college, and
his wife, Brittany Reyn-
olds, said their baby
Miloh, born on April 15,
2020, is the oldest of the
quarantine babies.

The couple was
thankful they escaped
a lot of the restrictions
since the pandemic had
just started a month
before the arrival of
their son.

“But I was really ner-
vous I wasn’t going to
be allowed to be at the
delivery,” said John-
son, who had heard
that other hospitals
throughout the coun-
try were not allowing
fathers in the delivery
rooms.

Turns out, Johnson
was allowed to be there
when his wife needed
him during the delivery.

The months that
followed have been
spent reconnecting
with family while still
taking precautions to
avoid exposure to the
highly contagious virus.
Miloh was 4 months old
before he met Reynolds’
mother and 6 months
old before he met John-
son’s mother.

Ryan Bowyer, execu-
tive director of Strategic
Initiatives in the Office
of the President, said
he and his wife Lau-
ren Meares found out
they were expecting a
baby in December 2019
— just three months
before COVID hit the
region.

“The first trimester
was typical, but ev-
erything changed in
March,” said the new
father.

Meares, who is techni-
cal services librarian
at Washington County
Public Library, said the
hardest thing they had
to sacrifice was not
being with family and
friends during the preg-
nancy. Meares said she
went her entire preg-
nancy without seeing
her family, who live in
South Carolina. “I was
looking forward to baby
showers and shopping,
and that just didn’t hap-
pen for us.”

Her husband had to
watch the first ultra-
sound of their baby
on his phone from the
car. After that, he was
allowed to attend the
scans while wearing
masks.

Matt Shannon, history

professor at Emory &
Henry, and his wife,
Samantha, who also
taught history at the
college during the pan-
demic, found out they
were expecting before
Christmas 2019.

“It was hard not see-
ing our families who
live out of town,” said
the wife. “Even though
we weren’t able to get
together physically, it
was nice to know so
many couples in the
Emory community were
going through the same
things.”

One funny thing that
happened was the
couple’s daughter Hazel
became an expert at
video chat during their
quarantine time. “Her
introduction to tech-
nology is far superior to
anything we had at that
age,” said Samantha
with laughter.

Samantha Lopez said
her life didn’t dramati-
cally change before de-
livering her son Theo in
May 2020. Lopez, who
is director of housing
and residence life at
Emory & Henry College,
remained on call while
many of her colleagues
worked from home.

Lopez and her hus-
band, Luis Lopez, both
live on campus, making
it difficult to visit often
with their families due
to visitation restrictions
on campus.

None of the mothers
could have imagined
spending nine months
pregnant during a pan-
demic. But not all of the
changes were bad, they
said.

While quarantining at
home, many of the cou-
ples discovered there
were positive sides to
the pandemic woes.

Johnson and his wife
said they value the time
they got to spend at
home together.

Meares said one good
thing about being at
home during the quar-
antine was that she got
to rest and eat when-
ever she wanted.

Carolyn R. Wilson is a freelance
writer in Glade Spring,

Virginia. Contact her at news@
washconews.com.

Pregnant
From Page A1

governor. Current At-
torney General Mark
Herring, a Democrat,
faces Republican Jason
S. Miyares for his seat.

Several local consti-
tutional office seats
are also on the ballot.
With the recent retire-
ment of Bristol Virginia
Sheriff David Maples,
Charles Thomas and
R. Tyrone Foster are
competing to become
the city’s next sheriff.
Three candidates are
seeking the commis-
sioner of revenue’s po-
sition, including Ste-
ven E. Gobble Jr., Cloe
Eva Barker and Frank-
lin M. “Neal” Osborne.

There are also posi-
tions, including trea-

surer and common-
wealth’s attorney, in
Bristol that are un-
opposed. State Sen-
ate and delegate seats
are also on the ballot,
though many are also
unopposed.

Several local seats
are on the Washing-
ton County ballot, but
many also have no
competition. In con-
tested races, Thomas
D. Musick and Debbie
E. Anderson are seek-
ing a School Board
seat in District E. In
District G, Jennifer D
“Jenny” Nichols and
Tracey Dalton Mercier
are seeking seats. Rob-
ert D. Van de Vuurst
and Charles E. Fields
are competing for a
seat with an unexpired
term on the Damascus
Town Council.

operations to sell mari-
juana once it’s legal-
ized in 2024,” Detrick
said. “We don’t know
what that will look like,
but this is something
the staff feels we’d like
to get ahead of.

“In a nutshell, if a
cannabis dispensing
facility came to the city,
we would have very lit-
tle control over where it
could go — pretty much
any nonresidential
area — with no control
if you wanted to keep it
away from some land
uses, schools, [places]
like that,” Detrick said.

Danville and Ports-
mouth recently passed
similar measures, Det-
rick said.

No such business has
applied to the city, De-
trick said, but one has
inquired.

Former Mayor Ed
Harlow and Jacob
Holmes will serve on
the subcommittee.

In other action, Com-
mission Chairman
Daniel Shew and mem-
ber Susan Long agreed
to serve similar roles
on a subcommittee to
develop an ordinance
to govern the operation
of short-term residen-
tial rentals — such as
through Airbnb.

“The city has no such
ordinance to govern
these types of rentals
and no means of en-
forcement ... to collect
lodging taxes,” Detrick
said.

The work of both sub-
committees will come
before the full commis-
sion once completed.

dmcgee@bristolnews.com
276-645-2532

Twitter: @DMcGeeBHC

Elections
From Page A1

Cannabis
From Page A2
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BY JOE TENNIS
WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

ABINGDON, Va. — Abingdon
Mayor Derek Webb predicts
that next Father’s Day — a year
from now — the town’s long-
awaited sports complex will be
as busy as a bumblebee.

As spring turns to summer
this week, construction is in full
bloom at the site near Interstate
81’s Exit 17.

“You can see the fields start-
ing to take shape,” said Webb.
“They’re actually starting to
erect the main field house and
another field house right down
from the center of the baseball
diamond.”

The facility features a baseball
diamond with four fields. The
complex will also include two
full-size soccer fields.

“And if you’re playing small
children’s soccer, you can play
three games at one time,” Webb
said.

What’s more, he added, “The
walking path will go all the way

around the sports complex —
and I’m hoping to make it about
a mile.”

Webb’s enthusiasm is shared
by others on the Abingdon
Town Council.

“We’re ecstatic that we’re fi-
nally getting this underway,”
said Councilman Mike Owens,
60.

A mountain bike park could
be added where the complex
borders the Virginia Creeper
Trail, Webb suggested.

Additionally, thanks to dona-
tions from the local Rotary Club
in Abingdon, a splash pad is
set to be running with water by
next summer’s heat, Webb said.

“That should be a fantastic
thing for the children,” he said.
“It’s really going to be neat.”

Dreams on the drawing board
also call for adding “a really nice
children’s playground,” Webb
said. “It’s always been in theory
there. We’re full speed ahead.”

BY CAROLYN R. WILSON
FOR THE WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

EMORY, Va. — Perhaps nothing is sweeter
than the old-fashioned ice cream suppers
that used to be held on Saturday evenings

on the grounds of the former Smyth Chapel in
Emory.

It’s often said history has a way of repeating
itself.

Another ice cream supper is planned in the
Emory community, and this time, it’s to cel-

ebrate the resurrection of the 1892 chapel build-
ing for community use.

A small group of Washington County residents
called Friends of Smyth Chapel has spent the
past four years raising funds for the restoration
of the historic structure into a venue for com-
munity and educational activities that could be
used for family celebrations, weddings, music
events, retreats, dancing, group meetings and

DAVID CRIGGER/WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

Outlines of fields can be seen as work continues on the Abingdon Sports
Complex, near the historic home on Mary’s Meadows.

See CHAPEL, Page A5

BY DAVID MCGEE
WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

BRISTOL, Va. — An Ala-
bama developer plans to
seek approval from the city
of Bristol, Virginia, to con-
struct a large multifamily
residential complex in the
center of The Falls.

Falls Development LLC,
a division of Blackwater
Resources of Birmingham,
Alabama, has submitted
a special-use permit re-
quest for the project on 8.85
acres in the area between
Lowe’s, Aldi’s and Buffalo
Wild Wings. The vacant site
is bordered by Falls Boule-
vard and Merchant Trace —
formerly known as Cabela
Drive.

The city’s Planning Com-
mission heard the request
at its Monday meeting.

Blackwater developed the
Hobby Lobby at The Falls
and has had the center lot
under contract for some
time. On May 25, a repre-
sentative of the company
met with the City Council
and Interstate Develop-
ment of Bristol, Tennes-
see, in a closed session that
lasted for an hour and 20
minutes.

The property, identified
on maps as “lot 23,” is zoned
B-3 general business. The
request is for a special-use
permit, rather than rezon-
ing, according to city docu-
ments. Such residential

See FALLS, Page A2

Developer
seeks OK
to build
residential
complex at
The Falls

Abingdon leaders give update on sports complex

See SPORTS, Page A6

SMYTH CHAPEL

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The former Smyth Chapel will celebrate the building’s history this Saturday, June 26, from 4 to 6 p.m. with an
ice cream social and cake walk, which was a tradition at the chapel for years. The building has recently been
restored and is open for community events.

Sweet reunion
Chapel reopens to community with ice cream social
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worship.
Friends of Smyth Chapel

is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization dedicated to
the preservation of Smyth
Chapel.

The official opening
of Smyth Chapel will be
held from 4 to 6 p.m. on
Saturday, June 26, with an
ice cream social and cake
walk — just like the ones
that took place there years
ago. A ribbon-cutting and
brief ceremony is sched-
uled for 4:15 p.m. when
financial donors for the
restoration project will be
recognized.

“Without the many
generous donations we
have had — both large
and small — we could
not have accomplished
this,” said Sally Morgan,
president of the board of
directors for Friends of
Smyth Chapel. “We also
are working to sustain the
chapel through annual
memberships. We wel-
come anyone who would
like to join our organiza-
tion.”

The group’s fundraising
efforts also helped raise
money for the restoration
project.

A naming program al-
lowed individuals or fami-
lies to name a window,
door or pew in the chapel
in honor or in memory
of someone special. Wall
plaques in the chapel
commemorate those gifts.
There are a few naming
opportunities still avail-
able.

According to Morgan,
the gathering also will
serve as a homecoming
for former members and
pastors of the chapel. The
Rev. Charles Maynard,
a Methodist minister in
Knoxville who served as
pastor of the chapel more

than 40 years ago, will
speak at the event.

“Being a student pastor
at Smyth Chapel was a
formative experience for
me,” said Maynard in a
recent email. “The congre-
gation lovingly embraced
me and gently taught me
about pastoring. It’s thrill-
ing that the old building
has been restored and
even improved to continue
ministering to the commu-
nity. I am looking forward
to being in the little white
church on the hillside with
community people once
again.”

Morgan said the home-
coming is open to every-
one in the community,
but they especially are
reaching out to former
church members and their
families.

“Many members are no
longer living, but their
families are still in the area.
We want them to come
and see the restored and
expanded building.”

She said they have
tried to locate and invite
former members from the
church’s membership role
to attend.

Arbutus Echols, 84, of
Meadowview, is one of
those former members
who plans to be there.

Echols and her three
daughters attended Smyth
Chapel in the early 1970s
until the chapel closed in
2011.

“I think it’s wonderful,”
said Echols, about the
restoration of the chapel.
“I always had the fear that
the church would be de-
stroyed. I was so glad when
they decided to restore it.
It’s a beautiful place now.”

The chapel holds a lot
of special memories for
Echols, who will bring a
cake to the homecoming
event. She remembers the
ice cream suppers that
were held each summer
to help raise funds for the

church. “For years, we
made our own ice cream,”
she said.

“The chapel is just so
special to me. It always will
be.”

The event is an oppor-
tunity to let people know
that the chapel is available
for community use and
to basically show it off,
Morgan said.

Several events already
are taking place at the
restored chapel. Emory
United Methodist Church
held a sunrise service there
at Easter this spring. Other
community groups are
using the chapel for meet-
ings, showers and parties.

“We think it’s a really
special place for weddings,
memorial services and
family celebrations.”

The improvements made
to the chapel are making it
a usable community gath-
ering place.

In late summer 2017, the
initial restoration phase
was begun. This involved
repairing and reinforcing
the steeple, stabilizing the
entire structure and redo-
ing the electrical wiring.
In the second phase, the
doors and windows were
repaired or replaced.

To prepare the building
for community events, or-
ganizers oversaw in 2019 an
addition built on the back
of the chapel to house a
kitchen and handicapped-
accessible bathrooms and
ramp. A septic system and a
new heat and air condition-
ing system were installed,
both of which were major
expenses for the nonprofit
organization.

The onset of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic prevented
the chapel from opening
during spring 2020.

Following CDC guide-
lines and mandates from
the Virginia Governor’s
Office, the chapel is now
open for limited size
events.

Chapel
From Page A1

Follow Friends of Smyth
Chapel on Facebook for
updated information.
To reserve the chapel,

contact Ellen Moore, at
emooremail@aol.com or
fosmythchapel@gmail.
com.

Carolyn R. Wilson is a freelance
writer in Glade Spring,

Virginia. Contact her at news@
washconews.com.
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Smyth Chapel has already hosted several community events and will be available for
community members to use for weddings, memorials and celebrations.


