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Sports

Dragons start season 
by shellacking  
Warren Co.  Eagles

After a shaky start, the 
Park View Dragons var-
sity baseball team marked 
its long-awaited return to 
the diamond Monday night 
with a 13-3 win over the 
visiting Warren County 
(N.C.) High School Eagles.

First-year Dragon head 
coach Matt Shearin has 
stated that the weak link 
for the Dragons this season 
might be pitching, and ear-
ly on it appeared this might 
be the case with Warren 
County scoring two runs 
in the top of the first on a 
walk, two hits and a wild 
pitch. The defensive high-
light of the inning — and 
perhaps the game — was 
a diving catch in left field 
by senior outfielder Adam 
Piercy who had to charge 
hard and lay out to make 
the play.

With C. Bartholomew 
on the mound for Warren 
County, the Dragons an-
swered quickly in the bot-
tom half of the frame on a 
walk by Justin Clary, fol-
lowed by a single by Piercy. 
Alex Townsend then drew 
a walk followed by Ash-
ton Jackson who patiently 
drew a walk to score the 
first Dragon run. 

Next up for the Drag-
ons was Nathan Smith 
who was struck by a pitch 
to score the second run 
for Park View and tie the 
score. Park View’s pitcher, 
Christian Puryear, stepped 
up to the plate and slapped 
a single to second, scoring 
Townsend and advancing 
runners to second and third. 
Lead runner Jackson scored 
Park View’s fourth run of 
the frame on a wild pitch 
before a strikeout ended the 
inning. 

The Eagles failed to 
mount much in the way of 
offense in the top of the 
second. Park View added to 
their lead in the bottom half 
of the inning when Justin 
Clary scored on an Eagle 
throwing error, putting PV 
in command 5-2.

Park View once again 
held Warren County score-
less in the top of the third 
and then added another run 
in the bottom half of the 
inning. The Eagle pitching 

was again the cause of the 
Dragon run as A. Jackson 
slid between the pitcher and 
catcher at the plate after a 
wild pitch.

The drought for Warren 
County continued through 
the top of the fourth inning 
as their offense just couldn’t 
get anything started. Park 
View kept adding to their 
lead adding two more runs 
in their half of the stanza. 
These two runs were pure 
offense as lead off batter 
Justin Clary ripped a hard 
grounder to right field. A. 
Piercy double on a sharply 
hit ball to third followed 
by deep line drive double 
by Tyler Turman to score 
Clary and advance Piercy 
to third. 

The bats continued to 
work with Alex Townsend 
slapping a sharp RBI shot 
to first, scoring Turman but 
also causing the first out of 
the side. The next two bat-
ters for PV failed to gener-
ate any action and the in-
ning came to a close with 
the Dragons holding a big 
lead, 9-2.

Warren County added 
its last run in the top of 
the fifth when Eagle batter 
Rocky Carter lifted a dou-
ble into left to score Semaj 
Alexander. That proved to 
be the last of the offense for 
the visitors. 

Piercy came to bat in the 
bottom of the fifth for the 
Dragons with the bases 
loaded and delivered an in-
field single for an RBI as J. 

Skook scored. Turman fol-
lowed Piercy’s hit with a 
walk to reload the bases for 
A. Townsend who patiently 
waited for a walk to score 
the 11th run for the Drag-
ons. 

After a pitching change 
by the Eagles, Piercy and 
Turman both scored on a 
passed ball and a series of 
errors by the Eagles. With a 
ten-run lead the game was 
ended in the fifth by mercy 
rule.

Said Coach Shearin after-
wards, “We’re young and 
our inexperience showed 
at times but they kept fight-
ing. 

“We weren’t terrible in 
the field,” Shearin added. 
“We made a few mental 
mistakes and we’re still 
working on playing the 
game the right way as op-
posed to the perfect way.”

The Dragons were sched-
uled to travel to Windsor 
for their first district game 
on Tuesday. The  varsity 
squad will return to the 
friendly confines of Dragon 
field on Thursday to host 
the Southampton Indians. 
Both Southampton and 
Windsor are expected to 
contend for the district title 
so both of these games are 
important for PV. With the 
season being reduced to 
just 12 games due to the 
pandemic, every game is 
critical. 

After the Southampton 
game Thursday, the bal-
ance of the season looks 

like this;
» May 4 — Surry 
» May 5 — @ Warren 

County (NC)
» May 6 — Greensville 

» May 10th — @ Greens-
ville

» May 18th — Franklin
» May 20th — @ South-

ampton

» May 25th — @ Frank-
lin

» June 1 — Windsor
» June 10 — @ Randolph 

Henry

PV baseball marks return with 13-3 win

Park View senior Justin Clary scores on a passed ball during the Dragons’ win over 
visiting Warren County (NC) Monday night in South Hill.

Dragon Aston Jackson scores on a passed ball with a Warren County Eagle flying 
above him. (Steve Hinzman photos)

Christian Puryear got the start on the mound for  
PVHS.

By MIKE MOSELEY 
Sun Staff Writer

It had been over a year since 
Bluestone High School hosted 
any sports, but on Monday the 
boys soccer team returned to the 
field for a 4-0 win over Central 
Lunenburg.

Roger Clark, in his first year 
of coaching high school sports, 
picked up his first win as soccer 
coach. Clark is a 1982 graduate of 
Bluestone.

The Barons scored all four 
goals in the first half. In the sec-
ond half the guys basically spread 
out the field and continued to 
control the ball leaving Central 
Lunenburg minimal opportunities 
to post a goal.

Wesley Castle (junior) scored 
Bluestone’s first two goals at the 
seven and 17-minute marks. Both 
scores came off assists from Chris 
Bagbey (senior).

Xavier Sturdifen (senior) was 
assisted by John Clark (senior) as 
he posted the third goal 19 min-
utes into the match. As the first 
half prepared to close Bagbey 
would get a goal for the 4-0 lead 
and ensuing win.

Clark said he was pleased with 
the team’s efforts, especially on 
defense. The Baron goalie only 
touched the ball once in action 
as players swarmed the Chargers’ 
offense.

“Overall, coach (Gabe) Giam-
matteo and I are pleased with the 
strength of the defense and mid-
field,” Clark said. “We controlled 
the ball for most of the game.”

Giammatteo, assistant coach 
for Bluestone, is a former Baron 
soccer player and graduated in 
2019. Clark said the two work 
well together.

“Pleased to have such a great 
assistant in 2019 grad Gabe 
Giammatteo, we see the game in 

the same way,” Clark stated.
Clark noted that the intensity of 

competition will increase as the 
season wears on. He said the team 

still has work to do but the more 
the guys play, the more these ar-
eas will improve.

“We need to work on our vi-

sion and movement without the 
ball, our passing skills as well as 

Barons soccer prevails 4-0  
in first match of season 

POWER UP — Bluestone’s Xavier Sturdifen finds the right opening for the shot and point. (Mike 
Moseley photo)
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