
By Robin Earl 
Times sTaff WriTer 

The Fauquier Fair came back with a bang 
in 2021. Members of the Fauquier County 
Fair Board of Directors reported that, in 
terms of attendance, 2021 was one of the 
very best years ever. Between 10,000 and 

12,000 visitors attended the four-day event, 
July 14 to 17.

More than 1,400 entries were submitted 
for judging – crafts, artwork and home-
grown produce. Thirty-nine entered pag-
eants – from babies to miss contests. 

By Christopher Connell
PiedmonT Journalism foundaTion

The misery of poor internet 
connections has vexed homeown-
ers, farmers and other businesses 
in large, rural swaths of Fauqui-
er for years. The pandemic only 
made the situation worse, as par-
ents working from home shared 
weak, slow signals with kids do-
ing schoolwork. The county has 
tried to fill the gaps, in part by 
subsidizing construction of tow-
ers to beam wireless internet into 
nearby neighborhoods.

But now prospects for uni-
versal broadband across the 
whole county are brighter than ever. There has been a 
gush of federal and state funds, and the board of super-
visors is pushing for a new public-private partnership 
that will use ubiquitous electric lines to deliver broad-
band over fiber – by far the fastest connection – to those 
who’ve been left out.

By Robin Earl 
Times sTaff WriTer 

“Harry Potter,” “Lord of the 
Rings,” “Narnia,” and “The Wizard 
of Oz” all were represented at Satur-
day’s Warrenton Wizard Walk in Old 
Town Warrenton. Children from Fau-
quier and further afield came dressed 
in robes and pointy hats and carrying 
wands for the all-day celebration of 
magical characters from favorite chil-
dren’s books. (There were more than 
a few grown-ups who dressed up too.) 
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Warrenton Wizard Walk draws 
hundreds of families to Old Town

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
Nikki Stamps, of Bird in the Hand 
Conservancy, gives a presentation 
about owls at Warrenton Presbyterian 
Church while holding a horned owl 
named Dr. Finnegan Whoo.

Gerhardt: Broadband 
for all within 3 years

Public-private partnerships and state/federal 
funding offer hope to those without internet service

Cedar Run Supervisor 
Rick Gerhardt

See BROADBAND, page 4

See WIZARD WALK, page 10

Judge rules lawsuit against Warrenton 
Volunteer Fire Company can proceed 

By Coy Ferrell 
Times sTaff WriTer 

A lawsuit seeking $2 million in 
damages from the Warrenton Vol-
unteer Fire Company and several 
of its members can proceed to trial, 
a judge ruled Monday. The lawsuit 
comes in the wake of a criminal 
sexual misconduct incident that 
took place three years ago. A date 
for a trial or the next pre-trial hear-
ing has not yet been set.   

The plaintiff, a then-16-year-old 
victim of a sexual offense while 
volunteering at the fire station in 
2018, has alleged that the organiza-

tion and its leaders did nothing to 
protect her despite clear warnings 
that she was in danger of being sex-
ually assaulted.  

In dozens of pages of written 
pleadings and during almost two 
hours of oral arguments Monday, 
attorneys representing the fire 
company and four of the five vol-
unteer firefighters named in the 
suit argued that the organization 
and its members could not be liable 
at all under the doctrines of “sov-
ereign immunity” and “charitable 
immunity.”  

See LAWSUIT, page 47

CONGRATS GRETCHEN AND 
KEEGAN: Liberty Athletes of Year 
named. SPORTS, PAGES 41-44

Fauquier welcomes back county fair

PHOTO BY CARSON MCRAE/MCRAE VISUAL MEDIA
Efran Flores took top honors in the open division of the Fauquier Fair’s rodeo Friday night. 
See story, page 41.

See FAIR, page 8

See Special 
Section inSide, 
Starting on 
page 17.
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Seventy-five participants showed 
animals – poultry, goats, sheep, beef 
and dairy cattle -- were judged in the 
barn. 

The Grand Champion Dairy Cow 
contest was held in honor of Tripp 
Bopp, 24, who was killed April 22 
at his home when he interrupted a 
burglary. Trip’s parents attended 
the fair for their son, who was an 

enthusiastic farmer and had shown 
animals for many years at the fair. 
Salam Sifford was the winner in this 
year’s Grand Champion Dairy Cow 
competition.

Of all the events – strong man and 
strong women, pie and hot dog eat-
ing contests, circus and magic shows 
and dozens of other attractions – the 
rodeo, provided by True Grit Rodeo 
was the hands-down winner, said the 
organizers (See page 41 for story).

Fauquier welcomes back county fair
FAIR, from page 1

True Grit Rodeo roper Tyler Mawyer. 

PHOTOS BY CARSON MCRAE/MCRAE VISUAL MEDIA
Ottavio Yankov poses with his sheep as he competes for the Peewee 
Showmanship ribbon. 

Ace Housley looks through never-ending boxes for his chicken 
egg in the Agricadabra show. 

Titus Billings 
enjoys the pizza 
eating contest. 

Judge Hannah 
Craun chats 

with meat 
goat Peewee 

Showmanship 
contestants. 
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PHOTOS BY CARSON MCRAE/MCRAE VISUAL MEDIA
Trick rider Amber Huff

John Hilson lifts an Atlas Stone in the Strongman Competition. 
PHOTO BY BETSY BURKE PARKER 

True Grit Rodeo clown Dan Lanier escorts J.P. Lindsay off the field. 

Rides and carnival games were all part of the fun. 

Cordelia LeJeune is crowned Wee Miss Fauquier 
County Fair. 


