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Sports

In 1979, the City of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
was nicknamed “The City 
of Champions” after the 
Pittsburgh Steelers won 
the Super Bowl and the 
Pittsburgh Pirates won the 
World Series. 

In 2021, perhaps the 
Town of Appomattox could 
be nicknamed “The Town 
of Champions” after the 
Appomattox County High 
School Raiders softball 
team claimed Saturday’s 
VHSL Class 2 Softball 
State Championship with 
a 2-0 victory over the Ran-
dolph-Henry Statesmen. 
The softball Raiders join 
this year’s state champion 
Raider football team as the 
elite Class 2 programs in 
their respective sports. 

Courtney Layne pitched 
her fourth perfect game 
of the season, and Macee 
Hargis drove in Kelsey 
Hackett with a triple to 
right field in the bottom of 
the sixth inning to break a 
scoreless tie and catapult 
the Raiders to the win at 
Charlotte Court House. 

It is the first softball state 
championship for ACHS 
since 1987, when current 
Raiders head coach Janet 
Rawes was a member of 
that team coached by Mary 
Tolley. 

The first three innings 
Saturday produced only 
two base runners in a 
pitcher’s duel between 
Layne and Danner Allen 
of Randolph-Henry. The 
only runner to reach base 
was Hackett with a lead-
off single in the first in-
ning and a double to the 
left field wall in the third. 
Ironically, Hackett and Al-
len are cousins. 

The Raiders loaded the 
bases in the bottom of the 
fourth inning but couldn’t 
capitalize on the scoring 
opportunity. Hargis got on 
base with a single, and the 
next two batters — Layne 
on an infield hit and Abby 
Wilkerson on a bunt — 
filled up the bases as the 
Statesmen defense made no 
play on both at-bats. How-
ever, Hargis was tagged 
out in a rundown between 
third base and home plate 
after a wild pitch, and Car-
rington Moore grounded 
out to second base to end 
the threat. 

Raiders right fielder Em-
ily Purcell helped to secure 
the perfect game for Layne 
with a spectacular diving 
catch of a short fly ball in 
the bottom of the fourth in-
ning.

Hackett led off the top 
of the sixth inning with her 
third base hit of the game, a 
double to center field. 

Two batters later, Hargis 
blasted a triple to right field 
and slid into third base af-
ter Hackett touched home 
plate for the first run of the 
game. Layne then ground-
ed into a fielder’s choice to 
second base that brought 
Hargis in from third for a 
2-0 Raiders lead. 

Hackett said that when 
her foot touched home 
plate that late in the game, 
she knew the championship 
belonged to the Raiders. 

“I had so much confi-
dence in Courtney and our 
defense that I was like ‘We 
got this. We just did it.’” 

Hargis, who had faced 
Allen two times prior to 
the game-winner, said she 
had developed a feel for 
Allen’s pitching style and 
knew she needed to be pa-
tient until she saw the right 
pitch come her way. 

“I feel like it’s my men-
tal state, kinda like I just 
tell myself that I’m con-
fident that I can hit this 
pitch. I got a single on 
the (at bat) before that, so 
I kinda knew where the 
pitch was gonna be. I guess 

you could say my eyes do 
get wide but I was ready 
for anything she was gonna 
throw at me. She likes to 
throw outside pitches, so 
you have to wait a bit lon-
ger on those and I just had 
to work on my timing and 
making sure I didn’t swing 
too fast,” Hargis said.

Hargis said that although 
she was waved to third 
base on the play by third 
base coach Davy Hackett, 
she wasn’t initially sure if 
she could make it safely. 
She feels good coming 
through for her teammates 
in the clutch, however.  

“It feels great. I really 
love my team and I’m 
proud of every one of them, 
so winning with them is the 
best feeling ever,” she said. 

Layne retired the side in 
the sixth and seventh in-
nings. The game ended on 
a fly ball by Statesmen bat-
ter Allen to left fielder Tori 
Hoffman.

When Hoffman se-
cured the final out in her 
glove, Raider players and 
coaches rushed the infield 
in celebration. Raider fans 
— who showed up in full 
force to support the soft-
ball girls in their quest 
to wear to the 2021 state 
crown — erupted joyfully 
as yet another Appomattox 
team brings home a state 
championship trophy. 

Rawes, who was a 
catcher and utility player 
on the 1987 Appomattox 
state softball championship 
squad, felt “ecstatic” for 
the 2021 team that over-
came the odds — losing six 
seniors to 2020 graduation 
and losing a year’s experi-
ence due to last season’s 
COVID-19 shutdown. 

“Right now, it’s kinda 
crazy. You don’t know how 
to feel. I don’t think it’s re-
ally set in yet. You know, 
these kids got so much 
taken away from them 
last year, and to win this 
year it’s great. There’s no 
words, I don’t think, that 
you can put to that,” Rawes 
said. 

Layne, who hurled 15 
strikeouts against Ran-
dolph-Henry, has held the 
same mental approach to 
all of the teams she’s faced 
in the 2021 regional and 
state playoffs because she 
knows every team at this 
level is capable of winning. 

“This entire post-season 
all the teams that we’ve 
played, they’ve come out 
swinging and they’re re-
ally aggressive, so I’ve got 
to take it pitch by pitch and 
get some swing and miss-

es,” Layne said.
Although Layne was a 

bit nervous because of the 
game’s magnitude (which 
many players likely were), 
the team bus ride from 
Appomattox to Charlotte 
Court House, helped to 
keep her mentally ground-
ed. 

“I was pretty nervous but 
I had trust in all my team-
mates. We were having a 
good time on the bus ride, 
so they calmed me down,” 
she said. 

Just a few hours prior to 
the 1 p.m. start of the game, 
the Raiders were escorted 
out of town by the Ap-
pomattox Volunteer Fire 
Department, Appomattox 
County Rescue Squad and 
Appomattox County Sher-
iff’s Office. Many well-
wishers lined the bus route, 
holding signs and cheering 
on the team as they em-
barked on their journey. 

“It was a community ef-
fort and we had the whole 
town backing us,” Layne 
said of the fan support. 
“We had a parade that led 
us out (of town), so I know 
it wasn’t just a team effort 
— it took an entire com-
munity for this one.”

Moore commented on 
the competitive nature of 
the championship game, 
symbolized on a play she 
was involved in during the 
top of the seventh inning. 
Moore belted a double 
to left field and later col-
lided with Statesmen third 
baseman Taylor Trent on 
a fielder’s choice infield 
ground ball by Julianna 
Southall that was thrown 
to third. Moore was hurt 
on the play, having gotten 

the wind knocked out of 
her. When she came off the 
field, she exited the dugout 
and bent over in pain but 
returned to the field in the 
bottom of the seventh. 

“The girl bobbled the 
ball and I thought she was 
gonna throw it to first … 
It just knocked the breath 
out of me,” Moore said. “I 
think (both teams) wanted 
it. It just came down to the 
hitting, for the most part. 
They had a pretty solid 
team, they had some good 
hitters and some good 

players in the field, and so 
did we. But I think we hit 
the ball better than they 
did.”

Moore, a sophomore, 
said she felt “happy” and 
“successful” after Satur-
day’s championship win, 
but did not make any bold 
predictions regarding a 
Raider repeat in 2022. 

“I don’t know, we’ll 
see. We just have to take 
it game by game,” Moore 
said humbly in regard to 
next season. 

Michaela Williams, who 

split time in right field with 
Purcell this season, was 
thrilled with the victory but 
didn’t sense the magnitude 
of the game until after play 
began. 

“It’s crazy; I can’t even 
believe it, honestly,” Wil-
liams said about the win. 
“When we showed up it re-
ally didn’t feel like a state’s 
game at first but when we 
got to playing it felt awe-
some.” 

Summing up the 2021 

Appomattox, Town of Champions
Raiders softball wins Class 2 state title

CHARLES CONRAD
Times Virginian

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian
The Appomattox Raiders softball team poses in front of the scoreboard Saturday with their 2021 VHSL Class 2 State Championship trophy 
and medals. Kneeling, from left: Haleigh Tweedy, Carrington Moore, Kelsey Hackett, Emily Purcell and Michaela Williams. Standing, from 
left: Appomattox County High School Principal Poldi Moreno, Assistant Coach Davy Hackett, Assistant Coach Jennifer Hackett, Dixie 
Gordon, Kelsie White, Abby Wilkerson, Courtney Layne, Abbey Mann, Macee Hargis, Tori Hoffman, Julianna Southall, Assistant Coach 
Tuesday Van Engan, Head Coach Janet Rawes and Appomattox County High School Athletic Director Chris Dodge. 

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian
Appomattox Raiders assistant coach Davy Hackett gives a safe sign while an umpire watches Macee Hargis slide 
into third base and beat a tag attempt. Hargis’ triple on this sixth-inning play was the game-winning hit in the 
Class 2 State Championship win over Randolph-Henry. 

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian
Appomattox Raiders pitcher Courtney Layne, shown here in Saturday’s 2021 
Class 2 State Championship game at Randolph-Henry, threw her fourth perfect 
game of the season to help the Raiders win the championship. 

See CHAMPS, Page  6
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season with the word “ex-
traordinary,” Williams 
complimented her right 
field platoon partner and 
the rest of her team for 
the way they’ve interacted 
with one another. 

“She’s a great team-
mate,” she said of Purcell. 
“I love the entire team, we 
get along better than any 
other team I’ve been with.”

In her last game wear-
ing a Raider softball uni-
form, Southall — also the 
2020/21 Homecoming 
Queen — said that leaving 
with a state title was a per-
fect ending and well-de-
served by her teammates. 

“I couldn’t have had a 
better outcome for my se-
nior year.,” Southall said. 
“These girls did so good 
this whole season, we im-
proved so much and we re-
ally did deserve this.”

Randolph-Henry fin-
ished the season at 15-1, 
a record that head coach 
Mike Adams said was 
widely unexpected af-
ter a three-win season in 
2019. Adams attributed his 

team’s turnaround to “hard 
work and young players 
still listening to you.” 

Even though the States-
men fell short in the cham-
pionship game, Adams 
said the future looks bright 
for the young team and 
congratulated Appomattox 
for their victory. 

“It was great ballgame; 
two very, very good pitch-
ers,” Adams said. “We 
were just not able to put 
the ball in play today. But 
we feel good, we started 
four freshmen and they 
played most of the year so 
we’ve got a good group 
coming back and we’re 
excited about that. But Ap-
pomattox deserves all the 
credit in the world. They 
were well-coached, well-
prepared, and they looked 
very good.”

Likewise, Appomattox, 
which finished 2021 unde-
feated at 15-0 (one game 
against Gretna was called 
due to rain with Appomat-
tox leading 1-0 after one 
inning), returns most of 
their starters in 2022, los-
ing left fielder Southall, 
center fielder Abbey Mann 
and pinch runner Kelsie 
White to graduation. 

No matter what hap-
pens next season or in the 
future, the 2021 softball 
team has left a legacy that 
will be remembered in the 
Appomattox community 
for ages to come with their 
name to be listed on the 
Louise Martin Field score-
board and the two Raider 
championship signs at op-
posite town entrances. 

“It’s great,” said Rawes 
in expressing what the 
championship means to the 
community and the current 
status of Raider athletics. 
“It just shows the caliber 
of athletes that Appomat-
tox has right now, and 
the hard work that they’re 
putting in when nobody’s 
looking.” 

Southall will be able to 
tell the 2021 softball state 
championship story to oth-
ers well into the future, 
and is grateful to be a part 
of placing the Raider pro-
gram on a higher level at 
ACHS as well as earning 
statewide recognition. 

“I feel like it really 
put softball in one of the 
(ACHS) sports that’s big 
now,” she said, “and really 
puts Appomattox on the 
map.”

Champs
g Continued from Page 5

Charles Conrad/
Times Virginian

Right columns, top to bot-
tom: Kelsey Hackett beats 
the throw to first base in 
the first inning; Macee 
Hargis (#13) steps on first 
base to record a defen-
sive putout as Julianna 
Southall backs up the bag;  
Tori Hoffman cracks the 
ball (seen at top center of 
photo) into the outfield 
for a base hit; Carrington 
Moore waits for a pitch in 
the batter’s box; Kelsey 
Hackett slides safely back 
to first base on a pickoff at-
tempt; and Tori Hoffman 
celebrates after catching 
the final out of the game in 
left field. 

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian
Top: Appomattox Raiders fans erupt in cheers after the softball team won the Class 
2 State Championship. Second from top: Raider players rush the infield in celebra-
tion after the final out of Saturday’s championship game. Third from top: Raider 
player Michaela Williams (center, facing forward) hugs senior teammate Kelsie 
White following the game. Bottom row, left: Raiders head coach Janet Rawes 
(right) poses with her former Appomattox County High School 1987 State Cham-
pion softball coach Mary Tolley. Bottom row, right: Raider player Kelsey Hackett 
(facing forward) hugs Randolph-Henry opponent Taylor Trent in a show of good 
sportsmanship at the conclusion of Saturday’s battle between the two squads for 
the Class 2 State Championship. 
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Fort Pickett Crappie

Hunt Smart --
Fish Hard

By Leon Mettler

Hunt Smart --
Fish Hard

By Leon Mettler

Hunt Smart --
Fish Hard
By Leon Mettler

Hunt Smart --
Fish Hard

By Leon 
Mettler

I used to put magazines 
into stores. That was my job 
back then. One of the perks 
was I got to talk with a lot 
of people. I was in the Rite 
Aid store working putting up 
magazines when I ran into an 
older gentleman, and we got 
into a big-time crappie con-
version. 

As I am putting up the 
magazines I told him hang 
on a little bit; I got a maga-
zine I want to show him. He 
waited and then I pull out the 
Crappie World Magazine. 
On the cover of it was a huge 
two-and-a-half-pound white 
crappie. His eyes lit up like 
a Christmas tree. He took the 
magazine and said he can’t 
wait to go fishing.

We talked about crappie 
fishing until I was done put-
ting up the rest of the maga-
zines. We went outside and 
we talked a bunch. He told 
me he fishes Fort Pickett. He 
told me he has plenty of plac-
es to fish the river. He told 
me it cost $10 for a permit. 
He then asked me if I wanted 
to fish the spot. I asked him 
if I could bring Adam with 
me. He then told me about 
his boat and he had plenty 
of room. Then he asked me 
where I lived. I told him Ap-
pomattox. I told him if what 
you said about catching a 
five-gallon bucket full of 
crappie is true, the drive will 
not be a problem. We made 
plans to meet at Rite Aid at 6 
a.m. the next morning.

I shook his hand and told 
him I would see him in the 
morning. I couldn’t wait to 
get home and tell Adam. 

When I got home I told 
Adam and he was just as ex-
cited to go. I fixed two poles 
up for myself as Adam did 
the same. I got my tackle box 
out and grabbed my go to 
1/32 ounce hot pink jig head. 
I put on a blue sparkle tube 
jig to the hook. I made five 
more baits the same way. 
Then I made five jig heads 
with no color jig head but 
with the blue tube body. I am 
set for the morning. Adam 
has a variety of baits. He’s 
not sure what he is going to 
use until tomorrow.

The alarm went off at 4 
a.m. We load the truck up 
and take off for Blackstone. 
All the way down there we 
are wondering if the guy is 
real. We talked we about 
what kinds of lures we use, 
hooks, and everything in 
between. He knew what he 
was talking about. We pull 
into the parking lot and there 
he was. He had a big boat. It 
wasn’t a Tracker or Skeeter 
but a big boat. He told me 
to put my stuff up front. He 
was going to take the middle 
spot after we get to the spot. 
Adam was fishing from the 
back of the boat.

We load up and head 
down the road. We pay for 
our permits and head to the 
water. As we cross over the 
bridge, Ray said we will be 
fishing there to start off. The 
next thing I know, Ray is 
backing the boat into the wa-
ter as I held on to the rope. 
Ray parks his truck and we 
get in the boat. Rays starts 
pulling on the string to start 
the motor. Ray, me or Adam 

could not get the boat start-
ed! Now I’m thinking what 
in the world did I get us into? 
Ray uses the trolling motor 
to get us into a cove. Ray 
tries again but no luck.

Ray says he won’t be able 
to take us up the river where 
the big honey holes are. Ray 
works his way to the bridge. 
He said to start casting to 
the side of the cement pil-
lars. Fish on, fish on, fish 
on! We hit the mother load. 
We started putting crappie 
into the bucket. We had that 
bucket half full when the bite 
stopped. 

Ray moves up a few pil-
lars and anchors. Ray has 
this very small black and 
gray shad on. He told me to 
try it. I pull off the blue tube 
and put this shad bait on. A 
few minutes go by and it was 
like a new group of crappie 
moved in. This hot pink/shad 
combo was tearing the crap-
pie up. We filled the bucket 
and called it a day.

We get back to the park-
ing lot and Ray took four 
crappie to eat. Adam and I 
had a bunch of cleaning to 
do when we got back home. 
We got a bag of ice to put 
on the crappie. I asked Ray 
where he got those shad. He 
told me up in northern Vir-
ginia. I paid him for a bag 
that had some missing, but 
that was OK. The next week, 
Ray was going to bring me a 
big bag of them. Ray said he 
makes the trip once a week 
to see his son. It was one of 
the best days ever fished.  

Until next week-H.S.F.H.-
L.M.

Sports
The undefeated Ap-

pomattox Raiders soft-
ball team (14-0) earned 
a chance to claim Ap-
pomattox County High 
School’s first softball 
state championship tro-
phy since 1987 with a 
2-0 win over the Lebanon 
Pioneers on Wednesday, 
June 23, in the VHSL 
Class 2 State Semifinal 
game played in front of 
a packed crowd at Ap-
pomattox County High 
School. 

The game was essen-
tially a pitcher’s duel and 
defensive battle. Both 
teams were held score-
less until the bottom of 
the sixth inning when 
Raiders senior Abbey 
Mann struck a two-RBI 
base hit into left field, 
driving in pinch run-
ners Kelsie White and 
Haleigh Tweedy for the 
game-winning single. 

White was brought 
in to run for Courtney 
Layne, who had singled 
to lead off the inning. 
White had replaced 
Layne as a pinch runner 
all season long in an ef-
fort to protect Layne’s 
ace throwing arm. 

Tweedy was on base 
for Abby Wilkerson, 
who had also singled. 
Both runners had moved 
up a base due to a passed 
ball by Lebanon, placing 
them at second and third 
before Mann’s big-time 
base hit. 

Appomattox had cre-
ated a serious scoring 
challenge in the bottom 
of the first inning by 
loading the bases against 
Pioneers pitcher Adri-
enne Morrison on a walk 
by Tori Hoffman, infield 
hit by Macee Hargis, and 
Layne beating a throw to 
first base on a fielder’s 
choice. However, the 
next two batters, Wilk-
erson and Carrington 
Moore, were unable to 

bring their teammates 
across home plate. 

Appomattox left seven 
runners on base during 

the course of the game.
The Pioneers made the 

hometown Raider fans a 
bit nervous in the fifth 
inning, placing two bat-
ters on base — Haley 
Finney on a walk and 
Emma Musick on a dou-
ble to center field. Layne 
got out of the jam by 
giving up a pop fly out 
to catcher Wilkerson be-
fore fanning the last bat-
ter of the inning on one 
of her 13 strikeouts. 

Lebanon threatened 
once more in the top of 
the seventh inning with 
a two-out double by 
Finney, but Layne struck 
out the final batter, Mu-
sick, to seal the victory. 

The Raider players 
took to the field after 
the game, celebrating 
by blasting music, danc-
ing, performing a few 
acrobatics, and several 
even doing “The Worm” 
dance move on the Lou-
ise Martin Field infield 
dirt. 

“It felt really good,” 
Mann said. “I’m glad 
that I could be able to hit 
a line drive to be able to 
score the last two win-
ning runs.” 

Mann, a senior vet-
eran, said she wasn’t fo-
cusing on the enormity 
of the moment as she 
stepped into the batter’s 
box in the sixth inning 
with a trip to the state 
championship possibly 
on the line. 

“Honestly, I’m not 
thinking about it at all,” 
she said. “I just go up 
there and do my thing; 
I was relaxed and I was 
just super excited.” 

Mann said the pitch 
was a fastball thrown to 
the middle-outside, and 
expressed that she was 
overwhelmingly thrilled 
while running to first 
base after the big hit. 

Right fielder Em-
ily Purcell overcame 
pre-game jitters rather 
quickly, feeling early on 
that the Raiders would 
come out on top. 

“The first part, I went 

out there and I just felt 
all nervous. But then af-
ter the first inning I was 
like ‘We got this in the 
bag.’ I just kept telling 
myself, ‘Hit it to me, 
this is my game. We got 
it already.’ I just had that 
confidence in me,” Pur-
cell said. 

“When we see a crowd 
like this, it just keeps us 
pumped up and not as 
dead,” she added. “And 
when we have a pitcher 
like Courtney, we al-
ready know (the oppo-
nent) might have good 
hitters but they haven’t 
seen her yet.” 

Purcell, in her first 
year of varsity play, was 
feeling a full gamut of 
emotions while thinking 
about her outgoing team-
mates and the possibility 
of winning the school’s 
first state softball cham-
pionship in more than 
three decades. 

“Right now I’m over-
whelmed with emo-
tions,” she said. “I wan-
na cry because it’s the 
seniors’ last home game 
but I’m also excited be-
cause I’ve never felt this 
experience before.” 

Lebanon head coach 
Dennis Price commend-
ed Appomattox for win-
ning a tough ball game 
and was also proud of 
his own team’s efforts 
after finishing 2021 with 
a 17-1 overall record. 

“I’m just proud of our 
team, we fought until 
to the end,” Price said. 
“Anytime you lose this 
time of the year it’s very 
difficult and it’s heart-
breaking. But the girls 
don’t have anything to 
hang their heads about, 
they came out here and 
they played a great 
game. When you get to 
this point you’re gonna 
face good teams. (Appo-
mattox) had an excellent 
team — they did a great 
job, and congratulations 
to them and best of luck 
to their team.” 

Softball wins state semifinal over Lebanon
CHARLES CONRAD

Times Virginian

Baseball season ends in 
regional final at Chatham

The 2021 baseball sea-
son for the Appomattox 
Raiders came to and end on 
Saturday, June 19, with a 
5-2 loss at Chatham in the 
VHSL Region 2C Champi-
onship. 

For Appomattox (10-5), 
it was their third loss to the 
Cavaliers this season, the 
first being a 10-4 defeat at 
home on May 12, and the 
second a 3-1 loss at Cha-
tham’s on June 7.  

The outcome of the Re-
gion Championship was 
still up in the air as late 
as the fifth inning, with 
neither team scoring until 
Chatham put three on the 
board. 

Henry Hurt singled to 
lead off the inning for Cha-
tham and later scored on 
a sacrifice bunt to Raider 
pitcher Alex Caruso. Cha-
tham loaded the bases 
when Dixon Erwin was hit 
by a pitch. With two outs, 
Jacob Moore singled to 
center field to drive in two 
runners for a 3-0 lead. Mat-
thew Arnold’s RBI double 
drove in Erwin for a 4-0 
lead. 

Appomattox responded 
with time in their season 
running out, scoring two 
runs in the top of the sixth 
inning. With one out, Ca-
ruso drew a walk from 
pitcher Carrington Aaron. 
Mannix Wilhoit stepped 
in to pinch run for Caruso, 
and advanced to third on 
a single by Carter Berry. 
Wilhoit then scored on a 
single by Matthew Napier, 
and Berry would score on 
a single by Colten O’Brien. 

Chatham added an insur-
ance run in the bottom of 
the sixth when Hurt scored 

on a line drive base hit to 
left field by Alexander Van 
Pelt. 

The Raiders managed 
one base runner in the top 
of the seventh when Trey 
Shrock singled, but could 
not generate any more runs 
off of Aaron. 

Arnold had pitched the 
first four and two-thirds in-
nings for Chatham, giving 
up just two hits and two 
walks while striking out 
five. Aaron allowed four 
hits and two earned runs 
in his two and one-third in-
nings of relief. 

Hunter Garrett was the 
Raiders’ starting pitcher, 
working four innings and 
allowing two earned runs 
while fanning three bat-
ters. Caruso gave up three 
earned runs in his one re-
lief inning. Zach Dillon 
pitched the sixth inning 
and gave up one base hit. 

Napier led the Raiders 
with two of the team’s six 
base hits. The Raiders of-
fense left six runners on 
base during the course of 
the game. 

Region Semifinal
On a happier note, Ap-

pomattox came away from 
Floyd County on June 17 
with a narrow 9-8 win in 
the Region 2C Semifinal. 

Floyd had jumped out to 
a 5-2 lead in the fourth in-
ning after trailing 2-1. But 
the Raiders bounced right 
back, pounding out five 
runs in the fifth inning and 
two in the sixth to recap-
ture the lead at 9-5. 

In the fifth with Jake 
Maner and Kyle Davis on 
base, Shrock singled to 
right field to score Maner. 
New Floyd pitcher Davis 
Goff intentionally walked 
the next batter, Caruso, 
to load the bases in hopes 

of a double play possi-
bility. However, Goff hit 
Dillon with a pitch and 
Davis scored from third. 
Berry then walked to score 
Shrock and Garrett walked 
to score pinch runner Wil-
hoit. Napier’s ground ball 
fielder’s choice brought 
home Dillon. 

Moving on to the top of 
the sixth, Shrock blasted 
a two-run homer to right 
field with Davis on first 
base due to a walk to give 
Appomattox the 9-5 lead. 

Floyd mounted a come-
back in the bottom of the 
seventh inning. Caruso 
began the inning on the 
mound for Appomattox 
but was replaced by Maner 
with one out and Tanyan 
Sutphin on first base after 
a single. 

Caruso had pitched 
three innings, allowing 
one earned run after re-
placing starter Wyatt Sisk, 
who gave up five earned 
runs and struck out seven 
in three and one-third in-
nings. 

Wyatt Chafin, who had 
gone four innings on the 
mound for Floyd, was the 
first batter Maner faced 
and drew a walk. Maner 
struck out Emery Cha-
fin for the second out but 
Floyd extended the inning 
as Mitchell Thompson 
walked to load the bases. 
The next batter, Garrett 
Greenman, cleared the bas-
es with a 3-RBI double to 
center field to come within 
one run of the Raiders.

With the tying run, 
Greenman, on second base, 
and 2-2 count on Goff, 
Maner caught Goff look-
ing at strike three to end 
the game and advance Ap-
pomattox to the Region 2C 
Championship at Chatham. 
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Top: Abbey Mann of Appomattox takes the game-winning swing that drove in the 
Raiders’ two runs for a 2-0 win over Lebanon in the Class 2 State Semifinal. Mid-
dle: Kelsie White (#4) and Haleigh Tweedy (#10) score for Appomattox in the sixth 
inning on Mann’s base hit. Bottom: Appomattox players perform “The Worm” 
dance move after winning the Class 2 State Semifinal; shown left to right are Emily 
Purcell, Carrington Moore and Tori Hoffman. 
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Tuesday morning in Ap-
pomattox County General 
District Court, the cases of 
three suspects charged with 
murder in the Oct. 20, 2020, 
death of 45-year-old Car-
los L. Rose were certified 
to a grand jury that will take 

place on Sept. 9. 
One suspect, 22-year-

old Artenna Kainna Hors-
ley-Robey, of Lynchburg, 
waived her right to a prelim-
inary hearing.

Two other suspects, 
21-year-old Mik’Tavis 
Elonta Green, of Prospect, 
and 20-year-old Keyanta 
Ke’Shaun Robinson, of 

Madison Heights, held pre-
liminary hear-ings Tuesday. 

The commonwealth, rep-
resented by Appomattox 
County Deputy Common-
wealth’s Attorney Kia Scott, 
called three witnesses to 
the stand in the prelimi-
nary hearings for Green and 
Robinson, which took place 
simultaneously. Those wit-

nesses were Horsley-Mobe-
ly, and Investigator Daniel 
Jones and Major Robbie 
Richardson, both of the Ap-
pomattox County Sheriff’s 
Office. 

Defense attorneys in court 
Tuesday were Scott De-
Bruin, who is representing 

JEFFREY WESTBROOK
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In its June regular meet-
ing, the Appomattox Town 
Council heard from Hurt & 
Proffitt Inc. with an update 
on a utility rate study. It also 
revisited the issue of delin-
quent meals tax and voted 
on a few other matters.

W.V. “Bif” Johnson, 
President and CEO of Hurt 
& Proffitt, presented his 
firm’s findings in a study 
it conducted of the town’s 
water and sewer rates. Al-
ready in place is a 3 percent 
annual rate increase for wa-
ter and sewer through fiscal 
year (FY) 2023.

“New waterline loan for 
$500,000 was added start-
ing late in fiscal year 2022. 
Sewer VRA loan will end 
fiscal year 2022. New sew-
er USDA loan will start in 
fiscal year 2022,” the report 
stated.

If the rate increased by 
three percent until 2023 
and then stopped increas-
ing, the town utilities 
would be doing accept-
ably well until the annual 
increases ceased, and then 
they would quickly be in 
the red.

Councilman Nathan 
Simpson asked, “Do you 
recommend an increase?”

Johnson replied, “My 
recommendation has al-
ways been always to do 
some sort of annual in-
crease. You are going to 
need it sometime.”

“There is no space in 
both the water and sewer 
current budgets for capital 
improvements,” he also 
pointed out. “Slowly in-
creasing the rate over time 
is easier to handle than a 
15 percent increase all at 
once.”
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In its workshop meeting Tuesday, 
Appomattox Town Council dis-
cussed long-range strategies for its 
water supply and ways to increase 
capacity. Central to the plan will be 
to get some of the town’s existing 
but unused wells back online.

In other matters, Mayor Richard 
Conner, Town Manager Gary Sha-
naberger, and several council mem-
bers expressed their hope to see a 
good turnout from the community 
for the Firefighters and Fireworks 
event this Saturday, July 3, 1-10 
p.m., at Liberty Field and Appo-
mattox High School. The town and 

Appomattox Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment are jointly hosting the event.

The council also heard financial 
reports from Town Treasurer Kim 
Ray.

The town’s water supply for sev-
eral years has come from Camp-
bell County, piped in as per a con-
tract between Campbell County’s 
CCUSA (Campbell County Utility 
Service Authority) and Appomattox 
County. Prior to that arrangement, 
the town used its own wells, but it 
has not used them since getting the 
water from Campbell County. 

The council, in discussion with 
Director of Public Works Jeff Elder, 
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In its June 21 meeting, the 
Appomattox County Board of 
Supervisors held two public 
hearings and voted on a num-
ber of business items.

The first public hearing, 
held jointly with VDOT, con-
cerned the VDOT Six Year 
Plan for FY2022-2027 as well 
as the Secondary System Con-
struction Budget for FY2022. 
Robert Brown, Appomattox 

residency administrator for 
VDOT, was on hand to sum-
marize the information and 
answer questions. 

Brown explained that the 
majority of the work in the 
plan is for resurfacing un-
paved roads. He noted that 
not a large amount of funding 
was being provided for it: for 
FY2022, it was $44,548 and 
$110,813 (total $155,361). 
Over the six-year span, the to-
tal would be $1,125,597.

 At the top of the list is 

Dreaming Creek Road. It will 
be split into two phases, the 
first to be constructed in 2021-
22 and the second phase in 
2022-23, Brown noted. 

The plan also calls for 
“some county-wide items; 
engineering surveys, right-of-
way charges, miscellaneous 
surveying costs, traffic ser-
vices (putting up new signs, 
guard rails on secondary 
roads).” It also includes some 

Town strategizes
future water plans

Supervisors OK 6-year 
VDOT plan, lease with 
Carver-Price Museum

See WATER, Page  9 See BOS, Page  9

Appomattox Volunteer Fire Department/Contributed 
Centra One helicopter and other rescue workers are shown at the scene of an early morning single-vehicle crash Monday on 
U.S. Route 460 in Appomattox County.

3 murder cases set for grand jury

See MURDER, Page  11

See TAXES, Page  11

One critically injured in Route 460 crash
STAFF REPORT

Just after 6 a.m. Monday, the Appomattox 
Volunteer Fire Department and Appomattox 
County Rescue Squad were dispatched to a 
single vehicle accident in the 14000 block Rich-
mond Highway. 

First arriving units confirmed one patient 
was heavily trapped with power lines involved. 
Crews immediately requested Centra One and 
utility companies. 

Both lanes of U.S. Route 460 were temporary 
closed.

Appomattox Fire Chief Jonathan Garrett said 
the patient suffered critical injuries and was air-
lifted to the University of Virginian Hospital in 
Charlottesville.

Crews safely extricated the patient and trans-
ferred patient care to the flight crew.

Units on Scene were AVFD Engine 3, Crash 
8, Crash 9, Appomattox County Rescue Squad, 
Appomattox County Sheriff’s Office, Virginia 
State Police, VDOT, Central Virginia Electric 
and Dominion Energy.

Council looks 
at town taxes

RobinsonGreenHorsley-Robey

Softball: ‘Simply the Best’

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian
The Appomattox Raiders softball team hoists the 2021 VHSL Class 2 Softball State Championship trophy 
after defeating Randolph-Henry 2-0 on Saturday at Charlotte Court House. See article on Page 5.


