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CORRECTION
In last week’s edition, in “New school in Franklin’s fu-
ture?” the paper incorrectly reported Assistant Su-
perintendent Je� rey Ryder’s proposed tax increase to 
build a $14 million school. This should have been 15 
cents. The dates of construction for Franklin’s three 
existing schools were also inaccurate: they should be 
1962 for S.P. Morton with a remodel in 1990; 1990 for 
most of the J.P. King Jr. Middle School campus; and 
1967 for Franklin High School. The dates reported 
were incorrectly listed on the city’s GIS website. 
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FRANKLIN
Will Drewery, emergency 

manager for the Western Tide-
water Health District, feels the 
pain that many regional resi-
dents have been experiencing in 
their attempts to get their � rst 
COVID-19 vaccination.

While numerous people were 
able to make appointments on 
Feb. 4 for their � rst COVID-19 
vaccination, there are reportedly 
many more who were frustrated 
in not being able to contact their 

respective health departments 
that day.

A Southampton County man 
said he called 89 times, going 
between the Courtland and 
Franklin sites.

A Smith� eld man said he 
called 20-plus times within a 
two-hour time frame and never 
got to talk to a live person.

An Isle of Wight County wom-
an reported she started calling at 
8 a.m. and did so every few min-
utes for 90 minutes. To her, the 
phones did not sound as if they 
were working correctly. � e au-
tomated message was either gar-
bled, or repeated either too 

slowly or too quickly. Trans-
ferred calls were re-routed to an-
other recording, but without a 
way to leave a message. � e 
woman added that a relative 
went to the clinic and saw a large 
number of people outside.

One Franklin man, who also 
asked not to be identi� ed, said 
he phoned 60 times before giv-
ing up and driving to the site. 
� ere he saw � ve or six other 
people trying to get inside, but 
was told nobody would come to 
the door.

Responding to a call for ser-
vice, a few Franklin police even 
showed up at that health depart-

ment.
“We did in fact have to call the 

Franklin Police Department to 
our facility in the City of Frank-
lin,” Drewery said via email to 
the newspaper’s questions. “� is 
was done out of an abundance 
of caution for our sta�  following 
several agitated individuals 
showing up at the door. Again, 
we understand everyone’s frus-
tration and we are frustrated 
too.”

Asked how many appoint-
ments the clinic sta�  scheduled 
on � ursday, Drewery stated 

Vaccination appointments fi ll quickly

BY NATE DELESLINE III
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November might become the 
only month for general elections 
in Virginia under a recently 
passed Senate bill.

Historically, about 100 towns — 
including Smith� eld — and more 
than a dozen cities, including sev-
eral in Hampton Roads, have held 
their local elections in May. But 
that might change if the legisla-
tion passes the House of Dele-
gates.

Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax, a Demo-
crat, cast the tie-breaking vote to 
advance the bill. � e decision, 
save for a few senators, fell mostly 
along party lines, with Democrats 
supporting it and Republicans 
opposing.

� e rationale for the bill, ac-
cording to those who support it, is 
that turnout for elections in May 
is typically low. 

Combining local, state and fed-
eral races in November will in-
crease voter turnout. Supporters 
also say the change will save 
money by eliminating the need to 
run multiple elections, and it may 
also reduce voter confusion if all 
voting for all local, state and fed-
eral o�  ces happens at the same 
time.

But those who oppose the move 
say mixing local political deci-
sions into statewide and national 
elections would divert attention 
from important local ballot is-
sues, tainting those decisions 
with unnecessary partisan rancor 
as a result. And some opponents 
also see it as a power grab by the 
state, stripping local governments 
of the power to set their own 
agenda independent of what’s 
happening in Richmond or 
Washington.

Senate Bill 1157 did pass out of 
the Senate, and was put on the 
House calendar on Feb. 2. On 
Feb. 8, it was continued to Special 
Session I of Privileges and Elec-

SEE VACCINES, A6
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FRANKLIN
Franklin’s City Council is con-

templating a 5-cent real estate 
tax increase to fund its share of 
the Southampton County Court-
house renovation, which is set to 
break ground in September.

Per the latest estimate from the 
county’s project architect, Glavé 
& Holmes, the work will cost just 
over $15 million. � e city of 
Franklin will be on the hook for 
just over 21% ($3.4 million) of 
that � gure based on its popula-
tion of 8,261 to the county’s 
17,855 and the precise amount of 
square footage it will share with 
the county.

� e city is planning to couple 
$1.65 million in re� nanced exist-
ing debt with $5.5 million in new 
money for a total of $6.2 million, 
which will fund the courthouse 
project and other capital needs. 
� e loan amount anticipates a 
courthouse project cost not to 
exceed $20 million, with the 
city’s share around $4.28 million.

According to representatives of 
the city’s � nancial advising � rm, 
Davenport & Company, the tax 
increase could be phased in, 
starting with a 1-cent increase in 
� scal year 2023, another penny 
in 2024 and the remaining 3 
cents in 2025. Currently, the city’s 

Franklin eyes 
5-cent tax 

increase

SEE TAX, A6

Bill may shift 
elections

SEE ELECTIONS, A6
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� e Board of Directors 
of Western Tidewater Free 
Clinic announced a new 
executive director on 
� ursday.

Rhonda A. Stewart will 
o�  cially join the clinic on 
March 15, according to a 
press release from the 
clinic. She is familiar with 
the clinic and the commu-
nity, having previously 

served as executive direc-
tor at � e Village at Woods 
Edge in Franklin from 
2008 to 2016 and served 
on the WTFC board of di-
rectors from 2011 to 2013.

“On behalf of the Board 
of Directors, I am delight-
ed to welcome Rhonda 
onboard,” board chair 
Charlie Broadwater stated 
in the press release. “We 
value her deep commit-
ment to our vision of a 
healthy community where 

all our neighbors have ac-
cess to high-quality health 
care. � e board knows 
Rhonda is well quali� ed to 
lead the Clinic team while 
ensuring continued strong 
community relationships.”

Stewart graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree in 
nursing from the Universi-
ty of North Alabama, re-
ceived her Master in Busi-
ness Administration from 
the University of Tennes-
see, and will � nish her 

Doctor of Nursing Practice 
from Northern Kentucky 
University this year. She 
previously worked at a 
Tennessee hospital and 
medical center before 
moving to Franklin to lead 
� e Village at Woods 
Edge.

After she and her hus-
band relocated to Ken-
tucky, Rhonda worked at 
University of Kentucky 
Healthcare for the last four 
years in perioperative ser-

vices, working her way up 
to perioperative services 
service line manager from 
charge nurse. Most re-
cently at UK Healthcare, 
she led the initiative to de-
velop the COVID leader 
team to support care of 
COVID-19 positive pa-
tients in the perioperative 
setting working with the 
interdisciplinary team.

“I am thrilled to join 

Free clinic names new director

Rhonda Stewart SEE STEWART, A6
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Mary Blythe is seated in front of her family during their visit on Feb. 6. The Village at Wood’s Edge 
resident became 100 years old on Jan. 31. In back are her son and daughter-in-law, Wayne and Cheryl 
Blythe, and grandsons, Randy, Andrew and Mark. Not pictured is another grandson, Scott Blythe.
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FRANKLIN
� e family of Mary Blythe of 

Village at Woods Edge came to 
pay homage to their matriarch 
on Saturday. What made this 
visit extra special for them is 
that Blythe had recently become 
100 years old; her actual birth-
day is Jan. 31.

Standing behind a clear por-
table screen, they patiently 
awaited her entrance to have a 
photograph taken with her. 
With the help of a sta�  member, 
she arrived sporting a gold tiara 
(of course!) and a sash that read 
“100 & Fabulous.” Blythe took 
her seat in front of her son and 
daughter-in-law, Wayne and 
Cheryl Blythe, and her grand-
sons,  Randy, Mark and Andrew. 
Scott was not able to attend.

Wayne said that his mother 
was born at Colosse in Isle of 
Wight County; his father, Irvin 
Blythe hailed from the Hunter-
dale section of Franklin. Of the 
couple’s courtship, Wayne knew 
only that his parents had been 
introduced to one another via a 
friend, and that after they later 
married went to Raleigh, North 
Carolina, for their honeymoon.

Mary Blythe’s ‘quiet strength’ 
keeps her going at 100

SEE BLYTHE, A6


	TWN-021021-A-001-C.pdf
	Mary Blythe at 100.pdf



