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New district
map, polling 
places adopted
County completes redistricting 

based on 2020 census

BY JEFF POOLE
Editor

Two weeks after the 2021 election, the Orange 
County Board of Supervisors approved a county-
wide redistricting plan distributing the county’s 
36,120 residents across 11 precincts. 

The redistricting plan follows the 2010 decen-
nial census when the county’s population was 
33,347. 

The new plan maintains five magisterial dis-
tricts, but introduces three new polling places—
Gordonsville Town Hall (for Gordonsville resi-
dents only), the Orange County Airport (District 
3 East) and Germanna Community College 
(District 4 East). 

The airport replaces Unionville Elementary 
School which was located outside of District 3, 
while Germanna Community College replaces 
Locust Grove Middle School as a more conve-
nient location to precinct voters. 

Other polling places remain consistent, 
though only Town of Orange residents (District 
3 West) will vote at Prospect Heights Middle 
School. 

After receiving census figures in August, the 
board, county staff and the Rappahannock 
Rapidan Regional Commission have been work-
ing to evenly apportion county citizens in ad-
vance of the Dec. 31 deadline. 

A straight average per district would be 7,251, 
but district lines must follow recognized natural 
or geographic boundaries. Districts are permit-
ted some deviation from the mean. The board’s 
final redistricting proposal will have 7,168 citi-
zens in District 1; 7,176 in District 2; 7,238 in 
District 3; 7,067 in District 4; and 7,471 in District 
5. 

The Business 
Person of the 
Year is Craig 

Hartman. 
Pictured, 

left to right, 
Tom Fish of 

award spon-
sor Orange 

Business 
Exchange, 

and Hartman, 
owner/opera-

tor of BBQ 
Exchange and 
Champion Ice 

House. 
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Chamber honors business’ best

From staff reports

For the second year in a row, 
the Orange County Chamber 
of Commerce held its annual 

awards banquet in the fall, recogniz-
ing the most innovative and successful 
businesses and organizations in the 
county last month.

Celebrating its 97th anniversary, the 
Chamber hosted dozens of business 
leaders at Madison at the Mill, show-
casing the event space’s new restau-
rant, Spoon & Spindle. 

The annual banquet is an opportu-

nity for the Chamber to celebrate the 
business community and highlight 
those who have achieved substantial 
success or adopted innovative ap-
proaches. 

In her opening remarks, Chamber 
President Donna Waugh-Robinson 
said, “Doing Business in Orange is a 
special thing. When I look out at the 
crowd, I see a group of people who 
genuinely care about our community.”

The Orange County Chamber was 
organized in 1924 to advance the civic, 

Gordonsville 
kicked off 
the local 

holiday season 
with its memorial 
tree lighting cer-
emony in front of 
town hall Sunday 
evening. The event 
features the town’s 
holiday proclama-
tion, lighting of 
memorial candles, 
Christmas carols, 
holiday perfor-
mances from 
Brushwood’s 
School of Dance, 
reading of “Twas 
the Night Before 
Christmas,” a 
blessing and bene-
diction and a visit 
from Santa Claus. 
Pictured at right, 
Amber and Sadie 
Martyn light their 
memorial candles 
during Sunday’s 
event. For more 
photos, see page 
B1 or visit www.
orangenews.com.
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It’s the holiday season!

Now buying Vehicles!
Crown’s paying top dollar for your vehicle, bring us your best
written offer, cash on the spot

540-672-5344 • Text us at 540-229-4581 • 277 N. Madison Road • Orange, VA 22960
www.crownautosales.net

While the Town of Gordonsville 
kicked off the local holiday celebra-
tion season Sunday, this weekend is 
full of holiday-themed activities and 
events. 

Saturday, Dec. 4, 
LoveOrangeVirginia (formerly Orange 
Downtown Alliance) will host Central 
Virginia’s Holiday Village in downtown 

Orange, with music, refreshments, 
a visit from Santa Claus and more. 
There will be bazaars and activities 
at Orange Baptist Church and Christ 
Anglican Church, historic courthouse 
tours and an artist bazaar at The 
Arts Center in Orange. 

The busy weekend concludes 
Sunday, Dec. 5 with the Orange 

Rotary Club’s annual Christmas 
parade and tree lighting. The parade 
starts in front of Blue Ridge Bank on 
Madison Road at 5 p.m. and is fol-
lowed by the Rotary’s memorial tree 
lighting in Taylor Park to commemo-
rate those who have passed away 
in the last year. This year’s parade 
theme is “Christmas in America. 

Celebrates 97th anniversary with annual banquet

 > See CHAMBER, page A7

 > See REDISTRICTING, page A8

Downtown holiday village, parade highlight busy weekend


