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Murder trial 
continued 
as defense 
disputes 
discovery

ALLISON BROPHY CHAMPION
Culpeper Star-Exponent

A first-degree murder trial slated 
to begin Thursday in the June 16 fatal 
shooting of a Barboursville man in his 
home has been continued until a to-
be-determined date in 2022.

The defense requested the delay 
claiming inadequate access to evi-
dence in the case from the Orange 
County Commonwealth’s Attorney’s 
Office, and the need for more  time to 
mount a credible defense.

Defendant Brianna Knicely, 27, 
of Gordonsville, is accused in the 
shooting death of 36-year-old James 
Manning, an army veteran of the war 
in Afghanistan and father of three who 
worked as a UPS driver.

Manning’s wife, Jessica, had provided 
childcare in the home where the shoot-
ing occurred, off of U.S. Route 33, for 
Knicely’s two children. Prosecutors say 
the murder defendant came for Jessica 
Manning that day and killed her hus-
band instead.

Orange Circuit Court Judge David 
Franzen on Tuesday postponed the 
scheduled four-day trial at the request 
of court-appointed defense attorney 
Richard Harry. Recent hearings the past 
two days with the Louisa lawyer filing 
a flurry of pre-trial motions have been 

Knicely facing charges 
in June killing

 > See COURT, page A7

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Orange County Library has part-
nered with the Virginia Department of 
Health (VDH) to offer curbside pickup 
for citizens to receive up to four free 
COVID rapid tests per adult. A library 
card is not required.

Tests are supplied by VDH and require 
an Internet connection, webcam and 
microphone (or smartphone), and a 
photo ID for use. The test is administered 
with an online proctor who will verify ID 
and ensure participants conduct the test 
correctly. These E-MED Binax Now tests 

are FDA- approved and provide a digital 
verification of a negative test.

Through the first six days of December, 
Orange County has reported 82 new 
COVID-19 cases, with the total from 
last March eclipsing 4,100. To date, 144 
county residents have been hospitalized 
because of the infectious disease and 63 
deaths have been attributed to it. Last 
December, the county recorded 345 new 
cases, according to VDH data.

Last week, November closed with 297 

Libraries offer COVID tests

Downtown Orange kicked off the 
holiday season last weekend with 
a series of events Saturday and 

Sunday. Saturday, LoveOrangeVirginia 
(formerly the Orange Downtown Alli-
ance) hosted Central Virginia’s Holiday 
Village in downtown Orange, with music, 
refreshments, a visit from Santa Claus 
and more. There were bazaars and activi-
ties at Orange Baptist Church and Christ 
Anglican Church, historic courthouse 
tours and an artist bazaar at The Arts 
Center in Orange.  The busy weekend 
concluded Sunday, with the Orange 
Rotary Club’s annual Christmas parade 
and memorial tree lighting. Pictured at 
top, the Bull Run Hunt Club and hounds 
make their way up Madison Road dur-
ing the parade. At right,  Nathaniel 
Lorenzi tells Santa Claus what he wants 
for Christmas at the Orange Train Sta-
tion. For more photos from the parade, 
see page B1. For more from the holiday 
village, see page A8. 
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Orange kicks off the holiday season

Health district announces free testing event

 > See TESTS, page A7

The Singing Christmas Tree returns
Orange Baptist hosts annual tradition Dec. 11 - 12
Orange Baptist Church is pleased 

to announce the 37th performance 
of the Singing Christmas Tree will be 
held Saturday, Dec. 11, and Sunday, 
Dec. 12 at 5 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. each 
evening.

This year’s theme is “O Holy Night,” 
with musical numbers by adult and 
children vocalists and musicians play-
ing strings, percussion and handbells.

All are invited to enjoy the meaning-
ful songs of the season at Orange 
Baptist Church at 123 W. Main Street, Orange. A total of four performances offer 
several chances to partake in this Christmas tradition. 

For more information, contact director of music Martha Mikula at (540) 672-2996.


