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2021 PULITZER PRIZE WINNER

U
ntil Delia Lopez Figueroa
patched an uncovered vent
with duct tape, cockroaches
rained down
on the bed

where she changes her in-
fant’s diaper.

No matter how many
times she replaces the
family’s mattresses, bed-
bugs bite her almost-
2-year-old daughter’s
arms and legs. And the
glue traps she sets don’t stop mice from
burrowing into the walls and scratching
their claws against the drywall long after
her son’s bedtime.

When her neighbors use the shared
laundry room outside the front door of

her two-bedroom apartment, wastewa-
ter spills into the hallway. The runoff
seeps into the living room’s vinyl floors

where her children play
with their toys. The fam-
ily’s ground-level apart-
ment floods when it rains,
feeding the humidity that
causes mold to spread
across the closet ceiling.

This is what the
26-year-old pays $955
a month to rent at The

Communities at Southwood, a sprawling
complex in a South Richmond neighbor-
hood that’s home to the largest concen-
tration of Latinos in the city.

She can’t afford to leave.

“They send us to maintenance and say they’re going to send someone. And then no one comes.”
Delia Lopez Figueroa, resident of The Communities at Southwood

FAIR
HOUSING?

In Richmond’s largest Latino neighborhood, people live among
mold, mice, roaches; management says tenants are to blame

Mari, one resident of Southwood who preferred not to use her
whole name, showed the air vent in her son’s bedroom. She said
mold returns quickly in her apartment despite frequent cleaning.
She said she has lived in the complex for 17 years.

Delia Lopez Figueroa cradles her infant son, Jeremy Solis Lopez, at her home in the Southwood apartment complex in South Richmond. Lopez Figueroa
pays $955 per month for the two-bedroom apartment and lives with persistent mold and pest issues.
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More online
Over the course of

three months, Times-Dispatch
reporters interviewed residents
and visited seven Southwood
homes. Watch videos of those
interviews on Richmond.com.

BY C. SUAREZ ROJAS
Richmond Times-Dispatch

The city of Richmond
and state officials are
planning to give Confed-
erate monuments to the
Black History Museum
and Cultural Center of
Virginia, including the
statue of Robert E. Lee
and its graffiti-covered
plinth.

As part of the transfer,
which requires authoriza-
tion by the Richmond City
Council, the Black History
Museum will partner with
the Valentine and other
local cultural organiza-
tions to decide what to do
with the monuments that
were toppled by protest-
ers or removed by the city
and state since last year.

BY C. SUAREZ ROJAS
Richmond Times-Dispatch

An association of
emergency physicians
is calling on Gov. Ralph
Northam to declare a
state of emergency as the
rapid spread of omicron
variant COVID-19 cases
has overwhelmed phar-
macies, testing centers
and hospital emergency
departments.

The Virginia College

of Emergency Physicians
said emergency rooms
have been overwhelmed
in large part by people
seeking tests or care for
COVID-19. The group
said the declaration is
necessary again to open
access to disaster aid and
allow emergency depart-

ments and hospitals to
use protocols that would
make evaluating and
treating patients more
efficient.

“Virginia’s emergency
medicine system is under
threat of collapse due
to excessive patient vol-
ume,” the organization
said in a news release
Thursday.

The call comes as state
officials on Thursday
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Doctors say lack of COVID testing
threatens to overwhelm hospitals

‘Test to stay’
Richmond schools will launch
program Jan. 10 Page A4

Officials plan to transfer
Confederatemonuments
to BlackHistoryMuseum
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A crane moved the top part
of the Robert E. Lee statue
after it was cut from the
other portion on Sept. 8.MONUMENTS, Page A4 HOSPITALS, Page A4


