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LONGTIME MOTOrcycLE EvENT rEMEMbErs ThE faLLEN

By TAFT COGHILL
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

When the Some Gave All 
Foundation was established, 
there were just four people 
who conducted a motorcycle 
ride and festival that featured 
more than 1,500 participants.

The event was created in 
memory of Marine Corps Sgt. 
Joshua Frazier of Spotsylvania 
County, who was killed in Al 
Ramadi, Iraq, in 2007, and 
Army National Guardsman 
Sgt. Nicholas Mason, killed in 
Mosul, Iraq, in 2004.

The Frazier and Mason fam-
ilies combined to host the mo-
torcycle ride that went from 
Spotsylvania High School—
Frazier’s alma mater—to King 
George High, where Mason 
was an alumnus.

The strain of hosting the 
event began to take its toll on 
Frazier’s father, Rick, after the 

death of his wife, Jana, seven 
years ago.

A combination of the stress 
of hosting a wide-scale event 
and increased traffic along the 

route led to the Some Gave All 
Foundation announcing last 
month that this year’s ride 
would be the final one after 14 
years.

The last ride took place on 
Sunday as about 1,000 mo-
torcycle enthusiasts made the 
trek from State Route 208 to 
Lafayette Boulevard and then 
State Route 3 East before they 
arrived at King George High.

“I’m not sad,” Rick Frazier 
said of the event ending. “I’m 
glad we were able to do what 
we did for such a small group 
of people. … Once my wife 
passed away, it wasn’t quite 
the same for me. I enjoyed 
helping other wounded vets. I 
thought that was a wonderful 
thing. But without her keep-
ing me focused it was a little 
more difficult to put this on. 
This is a lot of work.”

On Sunday morning, check-
in and registration was held at 
Spotsylvania High. There was 
a brief ceremony before riders 
hit the road.

By KATHy GANNON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

KabUL, afghanistan—Women 
in Afghanistan can continue to 
study in universities, includ-
ing at post-graduate levels, 
but classrooms will be gender-
segregated and Islamic dress is 
compulsory, the Taliban govern-
ment’s new higher education 
minister said Sunday.

The announcement came as 
a Taliban official said Qatar’s 
foreign minister arrived in the 
Afghan capital of Kabul—the 
highest level visitor since the 
Taliban announced their in-
terim Cabinet. There was no 
immediate confirmation of the 
visit by Qatari officials.

Earlier Sunday, the higher 
education minister, Abdul 
Baqi Haqqani, laid out the new 
policies at a news conference, 
several days after Afghanistan’s 
new rulers formed an all-male 
government. On Saturday, the 
Taliban had raised their flag 
over the presidential palace, 
signaling the start of the work of 
the new government.

The world has been watching 
closely to see to what extent the 

By JAmes sCOTT BArON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Stafford supervisors 
unanimously agreed to 
temporarily put the brakes 
on a proposal to build 
hundreds of apartments 
and townhomes in woods 
and fields along U.S. 17 in 
Falmouth.

Supervisor Tom Coen, 
whose district the project 
lies in, requested a defer-
ral on an official vote at 
last week’s meeting until 
supervisors meet in early 
October. Coen said he 
needs time to further ex-
amine stormwater man-

agement concerns and 
other issues associated 
with the plan.

The proposal calls for 
the rezoning of 44 rural 
residential acres to urban 
mixed-use land to accom-
modate 84 one-bedroom, 
132 two-bedroom and 38 
three-bedroom apart-
ments in 11 separate three-
story buildings.

Renta l  costs in the 
apartments would average 
about $1,600 per month, 
Charlie Payne, a Freder-
icksburg attorney who 
represents the project, 
wrote in an email. Payne 

also said local workers will 
get a discount.

“It has a workforce af-
fordable housing com-
ponent offering [a] five 
percent rent discount to all 
Stafford County employees 

and [a] $100,000 fund for 
Hometown Heroes, which 
includes veterans, activity 
military, first responders, 
teachers and county em-
ployees,” Payne wrote.

ON THE SAME 
day President 
Joe Biden an-

nounced vaccine man-
dates aimed at millions 
of American workers, 
a Virginia lawmaker 
introduced pandemic-
related legislation 
aimed at plane and 
train riders.

Rep. Don Beyer, a 
Democrat who repre-
sents the 8th District 
in Northern Virginia, 
introduced the Safe 
Travel Act on Thursday, 
which would require 
passengers, staff and 

contractors of Amtrak 
and airlines to provide 
vaccination proof or a 
recent negative CO-
VID-19 test.

Masks are already 
required on planes and 
trains.

Beyer said in a news 
release that the pro-
posed requirements are 

Planes, trains  
and ... vaccines?

SEE SHEnK, A4

GETTING 
THERE

Scott Shenk

Stafford defers vote 
on Mainline complex

JAmES SCOTT BARON / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Glen alice Lane, a one-lane gravel driveway off 
Warrenton road, will serve as the gateway to a 
proposed apartment and townhouse development.

SEE ApARtMEntS, A4

Taliban 
allows 
women 
to study
NEW POLICIES REVEAL 
CLASSROOMS WILL BE 
GENDER-SEGREGATED, 
ISLAMIC DRESS IS REQUIRED

FELIPE DANA / ASSOCIATED PRESS

a girl walks to school in Kabul, 
afghanistan, on sunday. 

SEE AFGHAnIStAn, A5

Some Gave All ride rolls 
out for the final time

PHOTOS BY SUZANNE CARR ROSSI FOR THE FREE LANCE–STAR

shelia strychowskyj (Josh frazier’s mother), bonnie Zerbe, christine and vic Mason (Nick Mason’s parents), sara 
frazier and Liz Davis release doves in memory of Josh frazier and Nick Mason, who lost their lives during combat in Iraq.

visitors to the event at King George high school look over 
the 7,054 names of the fallen heroes since 9/11. The last 
some Gave all Motorcycle ride took place on sunday.

SEE SOME GAVE ALL, A5
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Special notice: Funeral service information will no longer
be available in this general space.

Obituaries are published daily in the The Free Lance-Star
and posted on fredericksburg.com

To place an obituary; visit fredericksburg.com/placeanobit.
We reserve the right to edit obituaries to conform to

newspaper style.
Our obituary office hours are Monday-Friday, 10:30 to 4 p.m.;
Saturday, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. We are closed Sunday. To reach us by

phone, call 540-374-5410 or email us at flsobits@freelancestar.com

Odette Renaudi Sala-
zar, 90 years old, of Fred-
ericksburg, departed this
life on Sunday, Septem-
ber 5, 2021, at her home
after a brief yet brave
struggle with cancer.
Odette was born on Oc-
tober 27, 1930 in Cannes,
France to Jean Renaudi
and Marthe Lerda Ren-
audi. She was preceded
in death by her beloved
husband of 60 years,
Richard Salazar Sr.; as
well as her sisters, Mi-
chelle and Marie Jeanne.

Odette was raised
in the lovely town of
Mougins, France, daugh-
ter of Italian immigrants
to France. She was raised
with strong family values
and was a loyal, loving,
and kind wife, mother,
grandmother, aunt, and
friend. She was loved and
respected by all. Odette
lived a full and color-
ful life, having raised
her family on numerous
diplomatic posts in Af-
rica, as well as in Paris,
France. Odette loved to
dance, cook, and garden.
She also loved surf fish-
ing on the Outer Banks of
North Carolina with her
husband and family. She
loved birds of all sorts,
especially cardinals and
hummingbirds. She was
happiest though in her
garden, turning the soil,
tending to plants, gar-
dening in the old ways—
following the winds, the
rain, and the sun. Odette
also volunteered in her
senior years with her
church, St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church in Fred-
ericksburg, Virginia.

Odette continues to

live in the hearts of her
sister, Ginette Renaudi
Montacci of Mougins,
France; and her devoted
children, Ronald Salazar,
Michèle Salazar Florence,
and Richard Salazar Jr.,
all of whom she dearly
loved. She was lovingly
known as Mémée to her
seven grandchildren,
Kenneth, Zachary, Chris-
topher, Nicholas, Richard
III, Michael, and Emmy.
Odette is also survived
by her dear and lifelong
friend, Rosanna Di Do-
menico of La Plata Mary-
land.

A Funeral Mass will
be held at 10:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, September
15, 2021 at St. Mary of
the Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church,
1009 Stafford Avenue,
Fredericksburg, Virginia
22401. The family re-
quests everyone wear a
mask in the church. In-
terment will be held pri-
vately in Quantico Na-
tional Cemetery.

Online guest book is
available at covenantfu-
neralservice.com.

Odette Renaudi Salazar

Taliban might act differ-
ently from their first time 
in power, in the late 1990s. 
During that era, girls and 
women were denied an ed-
ucation, and were excluded 
from public life.

The Taliban have sug-
gested they have changed, 
including in their attitudes 
toward women. However, 
women have been banned 
from sports and the Tali-
ban have used violence in 
recent days against wom-
en protesters demanding 
equal rights.

Haqqani said the Taliban 
did not want to turn the 
clock back 20 years. “We 
will start building on what 
exists today,” he said.

However, female uni-
versity students will face 
restrictions, including a 
compulsory dress code. 
Haqqani said hijabs will 
be mandatory but did not 
specify if this meant com-
pulsory headscarves or also 
compulsory face coverings.

Gender segregation will 
also be enforced, he said. 
“We will not allow boys 
and girls to study together,” 
he said. “We will not allow 
co-education.”

Haqqani said the sub-
jects being taught would 
also be reviewed. While 
he did not elaborate, he 
said he wanted graduates 
of Afghanistan’s universi-
ties to be competitive with 
university graduates in the 
region and the rest of the 
world.

The Taliban, who sub-
scribe to a strict interpreta-
tion of Islam, banned music 
and art during their previ-
ous time in power. This 
time around television has 
remained and news chan-
nels still show women 
presenters, but the Taliban 
messaging has been erratic.

In an interview on Af-
ghanistan’s popular TOLO 
News, Taliban spokesman 
Syed Zekrullah Hashmi 
said last week that women 
should give birth and raise 
children. While the Tali-
ban have not ruled out the 
eventual participation of 

women in government, the 
spokesman said “it’s not 
necessary that women be in 
the Cabinet.”

The Taliban seized pow-
er on Aug. 15, the day they 
overran Kabul after captur-
ing outlying provinces in 
a rapid military campaign. 
They initially promised 
inclusiveness and a general 
amnesty for their former 
opponents, but many Af-
ghans remain deeply fear-
ful of the new rulers. Tali-
ban police officials have 
beaten Afghan journalists, 
violently dispersed wom-
en’s protests and formed 
an all-male government 
despite saying initially they 
would invite broader repre-
sentation.

The new higher educa-
tion policy signals a change 
from the accepted practice 
before the Taliban take-
over. Universities were co-
ed, with men and women 
studying side by side, and 
female students did not 
have to abide by a dress 
code. However, the vast 

majority of female univer-
sity students opted to wear 
headscarves in line with 
tradition.

In elementary and high 
schools, boys and girls were 
taught separately, even 
before the Taliban came 
to power. In high schools, 
girls had to wear tunics 
reaching to their knees and 
white headscarves, and 
jeans, makeup and jewelry 
were not permitted.

Taliban political spokes-
m a n Su h a i l  Sh a heen 
tweeted Sunday about the 
Qatari delegation, saying it 
included Sheikh Moham-
mad bin Abdur Rahman 
Al-Thani, the deputy prime 
minister who is also Qa-
tar’s foreign minister.

The Qatari foreign min-
ister met with Taliban 
Prime Minister Moham-
mad Hasan Akhund, Sha-
heen said. The Qatari dele-
gation also met with former 
president Hamid Karzai 
and Abdullah Abdullah, 
the previous government’s 
chief negotiator in peace 

talks with the Taliban.
The Taliban have main-

tained a political office in 
the Qatar capital of Doha 
since 2013. Last week, Qa-
tar Airways became the 
first international airline 
to begin operating interna-
tional flights out of Kabul 
airport, transporting more 
than 250 foreign nationals, 
including U.S. citizens, out 
of the capital.

Qatar has also provided 
technical assistance, along 
with Turkey, to restart the 
airport, which had been 
damaged by departing 
U.S. troops who left Af-
ghanistan on Aug. 30 after 
evacuating tens of thou-
sands of Afghans fleeing 
the Taliban.

Meanwhile, the Taliban 
government faces enor-
mous economic challenges 
with near daily warnings 
of an impending economic 
meltdown and a humani-
tarian crisis. The United 
Nations warns it could 
drive 97 percent of Afghans 
below the poverty level by 
the end of the year.

Thousands of desperate 
Afghans wait daily out-
side Afghanistan’s banks 
for hours to withdraw the 
$200 weekly allotment. In 
recent days, the Taliban 
appear to have been try-
ing to establish a system 
for allowing customers to 
withdraw funds but it rap-
idly deteriorates into stick-
waving as crowds surge 
toward the bank gates.

Outside the New Kabul 
Bank, Afghanistan’s first 
private bank established in 
2004, nearly 2,000 people 
demanded their money 
Sunday.

For Zaidullah Mashwani, 
Sunday was the third day 
he had come to the bank 
hoping to get his $200. 
Each night the Taliban 
make a list of eligible cus-
tomers for the following 
day and by morning Mash-
wani said a whole new list 
is presented.

“This is our money. The 
people have the right to 
have it,” he said. “No one 
has money. The Taliban 
government needs to do 
something so we can get 
our money.”

AFGHANISTAN
► FROM A1

Bernat armangue / associated press

A Taliban fighter controls a crowd waiting to 
withdraw money from a bank branch in Kabul.

Felipe dana / associated press

Girls prepare for class at a school in Kabul on Sunday.

After the national an-
them, former Spotsylva-
nia School Board member 
Ray Lora spoke about his 
relationship with Joshua 
Frazier when he was a stu-
dent at Spotsylvania High 
and the sadness upon 
learning of his death.

“This young man was 
the best America has to 
offer,” Lora said.

Mason’s parents, Vic 
and Christine, then ad-
dressed the crowd. Kick 
stands went up about 
11 a.m. and riders made the 
journey to King George.

At King George High, 
there was a DJ, a memorial 
ceremony, stunt riding by 
the 540 Boyz, demonstra-
tions, vendors and exhib-
its, children’s activities 
and plenty of food.

The deaths of 13 Marines 
in Afghanistan last month 
were a topic of discussion 
as names of the more than 
7,000 Americans who 
have died since the global 
war on terror began were 
read. In previous years, 
the roll call featured only 
Fredericksburg-area sol-
diers that perished.

“We have the same re-
action whenever there’s a 
lost one,” Christine Ma-
son said. “That one [in 
Afghanistan last month], 
because of the circum-
stances, is very difficult, 
as all of them are.”

Although Sunday was 
the last ride, the founda-
tion will continue as long 
as donations continue to 
pour in. Entering Sunday’s 
event, Some Gave All had 
raised $409,000 for vet-
erans and their families in 
need of assistance. Some 
of the funds also went to 
organizations that are fo-

cused on veteran’s issues.
Frazier said the most re-

warding expenditure was 
purchasing a computer 
with a voice application for 
a veteran who endured a 
traumatic brain injury and 
couldn’t speak to his two 
young children.

“He was able to type 
in what he wanted to say 
and the computer would 
actually speak so he could 
communicate with his 
children,” Frazier said. 
“That’s the one that hit 
home the most with me.”

The Virginia Depart-
ment of Veterans Services 
had an informational table 
on-site. Anthony Swann, 
the department’s senior 
veteran peer specialist, 
said Some Gave All has 
been a major contributor 
to the needs of veterans in 
the Fredericksburg area.

Swann said homeless-
ness, behavioral health 
and education are three 
primary areas of concern. 
He said one of the depart-
ment’s goals is to connect 

veterans throughout the 
region to each other.

The Some Gave All ride 
was canceled in 2020 be-
cause of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

It is typically held before 
or after Memorial Day 
weekend but was moved 
this year to give organiz-
ers more time to plan 
around the pandemic.

The day after Sept. 11 
was intentionally selected.

Christine Mason said 
it wasn’t known until last 
month that this ride would 
be the final one, but added 
it’s fitting it occurred near 
the 20th anniversary of 
9/11.

“A lot of the ones serv-
ing now and the ones we 
have lost signed up after 
9/11,” she said. “They 
signed up with that pur-
pose to defend this coun-
try.”

SOME GAVE ALL
► FROM A1

photos By suZanne carr rossi For the Free lance–star

Spectators wave flags as Some Gave All participants head to King George High 
School. The event also featured a DJ, demonstrations and children’s activities.

Joyce Holmes stands on the hill at King George High 
School on Sunday to welcome hundreds of riders.

NE W YORK ( AP)—The 
foundation named after a 
firefighter who perished on 
Sept. 11 after running from 
Brooklyn to Manhattan in 
full gear held a ceremony in 
lower Manhattan on Sun-
day to honor those lost in 
the years since the attacks.

The event sponsored 
by the Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation featured the 
reading of names of first 
responders and others 
who spent time at Ground 
Zero after Sept. 11 and lat-
er succumbed to illnesses.

Among presenters Sun-
day was Mary Siller Scul-
lin, sister of late firefighter 
Stephen Siller. Stephen 
Siller ran through the Bat-
tery Tunnel to the World 
Trade Center on Sept. 11 
after the north and south 
towers were hit by planes.

“The Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation has promised 
never to forget the sacri-
fices made on 9/11 and all 
the sacrifices that have 
been made and continue to 
be made ever since,” foun-
dation CEO Frank Siller, 
Stephen’s brother, told the 
gathering Sunday.

The foundation holds 

an annual 5K run and 
walk that retraces Stephen 
Siller’s footsteps. The 
event, which raises money 
for wounded veterans 
and families of fallen first 
responders, was canceled 
last year due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Thousands of people ex-
posed to World Trade Cen-
ter dust developed health 
problems in the years after 
the attacks, most com-
monly chronic nasal pas-
sage problems, shortness 
of breath and acid reflux 
disease. A smaller number 
have suffered from more 
serious problems, like lung 
disease.

Many have also gotten 
cancer, though scientists 
still can’t say whether there 
is a link to toxins released 
in the collapse of the twin 
towers. Some studies have 
found that cancer deaths 
among 9/11 first responders 
have been similar to what 
they are for the general pub-
lic, but many families who 
have lost loved-ones remain 
convinced their deaths are 
connected to toxic materi-
als released in the collapse 
of the twin towers.

1st responders lost since 
Sept. 11 honored at event

CAMARILLO, Calif. (AP)— 
The average U.S. price of 
regular-grade gasoline 
went up 2 cents over the 
past two weeks, to $3.25 
per gallon.

Industry analyst Trilby 
Lundberg of the Lund-
berg Survey said Sunday 
the increase resumes the 
climb in gas prices the past 

ten months, following a 
two-week break where the 
average price dropped by 
2 cents.

Nationwide, the highest 
average price for regular-
grade gas is in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, at 
$4.48 per gallon. The low-
est average is in Houston, 
at $2.74 per gallon.

Average price of gas rises 2 cents
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By CATHy DySON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

In the beginning, those who 
organized a regional motor-
cycle ride simply wanted to 
honor two local young men 
killed in action during the 
War on Terror.

But as the years went by, the 
effort, which evolved into the 
Some Gave All Foundation 
and memorial ride, became 
so much more. Money raised 
from entry fees and other 
events went to area service-
men and women who needed 
help transitioning from the 
military or to the survivors of 
those who died while on duty.

Likewise, the memorial 
event attracted thousands of 
riders, as well as onlookers 
who stood along the route 
from Spotsylvania High 
School to King George Coun-
ty, cheering on the riders and 
reflecting on their own loved 
ones who had served in the 
armed forces.

On Wednesday, organizers 
announced that this year’s 
15th annual ride, scheduled 
Sept. 12, will be the last one. 
Doug Cantrell, who assembled 
the first ride in 2007, thought 
back on the legacy Some Gave 
All leaves behind—and the 

One more ride for the 
Some Gave All memorial

FILE PHOTOS BY KEVIN MORROW / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Joe and Elaine Pounder, followed by Don Liller, lead the way for the 2017 Frazier-Mason Some Gave All Memorial Ride.

From left, Vic Mason, Gold Star wife Liz Davis, Bob Kash 
and Rick Frazier release doves before the ride in 2017.

EVENT TO HONOR MILITARY SACRIFICE IS COMING TO AN END

By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The driver in a March 
8 crash in Spotsylva-
nia County that killed 
two brothers has been 
charged with two counts 
of aggravated involun-
tary manslaughter.

Dylan Andres Aber-
nathy, 19, of Spotsyl-

vania, was 
indicted on 
six charges 
this week by 
a Spotsyl-
vania grand 
jury, includ-
i n g  D U I 
and the two 

manslaughter charges. 
The manslaughter charg-

es each carry a maximum 
penalty of 20 years in 
prison and a mandatory 
minimum of a year.

According to police 
and court records, Aber-
nathy was driving a 2005 
Toyota Highlander the 
evening of March 8 when 
he lost control in the area 
of 7046 Smith Station 

Road and ran off the right 
side of the road head-on 
into a tree.

The vehicle caught 
fire and Javontae Bundy, 
19, and Jaquan Bundy, 
18, both of Spotsylvania, 
died at the scene. Aber-
nathy and two others, in-
cluding Javontae Bundy’s 
twin brother Jalontae, 

were seriously injured in 
the crash. Passersby were 
able to pull some of the 
victims away from the 
burning vehicle.

Court records allege 
that Abernathy was in-
toxicated at the time of 
the incident and that 
an open container of 

Driver in fatal crash facing manslaughter charges

Abernathy

By CATHy DySON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Eligible Fredericksburg-area 
residents could start getting 
COVID-19 booster shots in 
mid-September, if all the neces-
sary approvals are granted, but 
that doesn’t mean people will 
face the same chaos and confu-
sion as the first go-round.

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Stafford County will of-
fer a $3,000 sign-on bonus 
to new school bus drivers 
with a commercial driver’s 
license and will continue 
offering a $1,000 bonus to 
new drivers without the 
license.

The School Board ap-
proved the bonuses Tues-
day as part of the divi-

sion’s efforts to address 
a shortage of bus drivers, 
which the administration 
has identified as one of 
the causes of widespread 
transportation delays.

The additional incen-
tive aims to attract drivers 
who can take on routes 
with minimal additional 
training, immediately 
improving service and 
avoiding additional train-

ing expenses, administra-
tors told the School Board. 
The $3,000 bonus will be 
offered retroactively to 
all qualified new drivers 
hired since June 1, 2021, 
and will be paid out in two 
installments.

The School Board also 
approved a new starting 
salary for bus drivers of 
$22 per hour—up from 
$17.67.

This starting salary 
“leapfrogs” over compet-
ing school districts such 
as Prince William and 
Fairfax, Assistant Super-
intendent of Finance and 
Administration Chris 
Fulmer told the School 
Board.

The board held a spe-
cial meeting Tuesday 
to hear an update on 

Stafford offering bonuses to new school bus drivers

PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A bus passes a line of drivers waiting to pick up 
students at Stafford Middle School last week.

SEE SOME GAVE ALL, A7
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SCHOOL BLUES >> Rise
in child infections comes
at an unfortunate time. A6

Region 
preps for 
vaccine 
boosters
OFFICIALS SAY THERE WILL 
BE LESS CONFUSION WITH 
THIS DISTRIBUTION EFFORT

“This will be a different sce-
nario than what we saw from 
December to March when there 
was not enough supply,” said 
Dr. Danny Avula, Virginia’s 
vaccine coordinator. “The 
federal government has reas-
sured us that supply is not an 
issue, that we have enough vac-
cines for a third dose for every 
American.”

Avula held a press briefing 
on Thursday, the day after the 
White House announced a 
proposal to provide free, third 
doses against COVID-19 to ful-
ly vaccinated Americans. The 
booster shots—which would be 
the same dose and formula as 
the first two shots of Moderna 
or Pfizer—could begin as early 
as Sept. 15, pending approv-
als from several federal health 
agencies.

The boosters are recom-
mended eight months after the 
second dose. Because health 
care workers and nursing home 
residents were the first in Vir-
ginia to get vaccinated, they 
would be the first eligible for 

MARY ALTAFFER / ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEE BOOStERS, A7
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place of honor it holds in the 
Fredericksburg area.

“What does this mean to the 
community?” he asked. “What 
does the Fourth of July mean to 
this community, what does Me-
morial Day mean to this commu-
nity? I would put the Some Gave 
All ride right up there.”

Cantrell and his wife, Mi-
chelle, have continued to help 
with the ride and the founda-
tion. It was created in memory 
of Marine Corps Sgt. Joshua 
Frazier of Spotsylvania, who 
was killed in Al Ramadi, Iraq, in 
February 2007, and Army Na-
tional Guardsman Sgt. Nicholas 
Mason, killed in Mosul, Iraq, in 
December 2004.

Early on, family members of 
Frazier and Mason wanted the 
same as almost every person 
who experiences a loss: for their 
loved one to be remembered. 
Frazier’s father, Rick, said on 
Wednesday he thinks Josh would 
be proud to see what’s been done 
in his name.

“He would be so excited to 
know somewhere, some kid 20 
years down the road has a T-shirt 
with his name on it,” Frazier said. 
“As long as your name is men-
tioned, you really never die. That 
was my goal. I don’t think we can 
do any more than that.”

As the years have gone by, the 
work involved has gotten harder, 
said Vic Mason, father of Nicho-
las. Motorcyclists start the event 
at Spotsylvania High School, 
Frazier’s alma mater, and fin-
ish at King George High School, 
Mason’s old stomping grounds. 
There are displays, vendors and 
various events held each year at 
the King George site.

“We’ve all gotten 15 years older 
and things are more difficult, 
physically and emotionally,” 
Mason said.

Cantrell knows that from per-
sonal experience.

Every year before the ride 
starts, he, Mason and Frazier 
start early and load up moon 
bounces and generators, fill up 
gas cans and tend to dozens of 
other last-minute details.

“There’s just a ton of work that 
is done by three guys,” Cantrell 
said. “I know by Monday I’m 
wiped out. And those two guys 
have about 10 years on me, may-

be a little more.”
While next month will be the 

last time the motorcyclists ride 
in the name of Some Gave All, the 
foundation will continue as long 
as the donations do, Mason said.

To date, the group has dis-
tributed more than $409,000 to 
individuals in need of assistance 
and organizations focused on 
the same mission: to raise funds 
for service members who are 
wounded, disabled or in need as a 
result of injuries sustained dur-
ing Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
Operation Enduring Freedom.

Some Gave All has helped vet-
erans with rent, mortgage pay-
ments or remodeling to accom-
modate disabilities. It’s made 
vehicle payments, helped with 
auto insurance and repairs, paid 
utility bills and taxes, given holi-
day food baskets and gifts, pro-
vided school books, purchased 
clothes needed for new jobs or 
custom tailoring for an amputee 
and helped with child care so 
veterans could work.

“By the time the foundation 
closes, with what’s in and what’s 
expected, it will be over half a 
million dollars,” Mason said. 
“It’s been worthwhile to see so 
many people assisted.”

He and the others stressed, 
even as their emotions got the 
best of them, that they couldn’t 
have made the foundation 
work without “such an incred-
ibly supportive community—the 
countless riders, volunteers, 
spectators, sponsors, partners, 
agencies, organizations and 
clubs that worked the rides and 
were generous enough to donate 
their time, goods and services.”

The organizers hope they’ll all 
show up on Sept. 12, and that the 
memorial ride will go out on a 
high note. And that the weather 
will cooperate unlike one year, 
when there was such a deluge of 
rain at King George High School, 
Mason said “you couldn’t pick up 
the microphone without getting 
shocked.”

Online registration has ended, 
but the foundation will do pre-
registration this Saturday and 
next, Aug. 21 and 28, from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Eagles Aerie No. 
4123, 21 Cool Springs Road, in 
Stafford County. Participants 
also can arrive early at register on 
the day of the ride. More infor-
mation is available on Facebook 
or at somegaveallfoundation.org.
Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425
cdyson@freelancestar.com

SOME GAVE ALL
► FROM A1

File / Jeromie StephenS For the Free lance-Star

Riders gather at Spotsylvania High School for the 12th annual Frazier–Mason Some Gave All 
Memorial Motorcycle ride in 2018. The ride was started to honor local veterans who died in Iraq.

File / larrY BoWleS

Law enforcement officers salute the U.S. flag as a motorcycle 
passes a King George intersection during the 2011 ride.

alcohol was found inside 
the vehicle after the crash. 
Abernathy was arrested 
Wednesday and has since 
been released from the 
Rappahannock Regional 
Jail.

A b e r n a t h y  i s  a l s o 
charged with felony of-
fenses of DUI with reck-
less disregard and DUI 
maiming, along with a 
misdemeanor charge of 
driving without a license. 
The felony DUI charges 
carry a combined poten-
tial prison sentence of up 
to 15 years.

A trial date will be set at 
a later date in Spotsylvania 
Circuit Court.
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com

CrASh
► FROM A1

transportation difficulties 
and proposed short- and 
long-term solutions.

“We have made some 
huge gains. A lot more 
kids are getting to school 
on time and a lot more are 
getting home quicker,” 
Fulmer said. “But we still 
have a long way to go.”

On Monday of  th is 
week, Fulmer said bus-
es had delivered all stu-
dents home by 5:50 p.m., 
a 47-minute improvement 
over the previous week. 
Buses cleared at 5:35 p.m. 
on Tuesday, he said.

School ends for elemen-
tary students at 1:55 or 
2:25 p.m. Middle school 
students are dismissed at 
2:55 p.m. and high school 

students at 3:30 p.m.
The sign-on bonus and 

salary increase—which 
will be implemented Oct. 
1—will cost $1.5 million 
and will be funded by sav-
ings from staff vacancies.

Fulmer said he wants to 
request that the Board of 
Supervisors appropriate 
school carryover money to 
fund the increase.

Also on Tuesday, Board 
of Supervisors chairwom-
an Crystal Vanuch said she 
wants to launch an inde-
pendent investigation into 
the school district’s trans-
portation issues. Vanuch 
said she will bring her plan 
to the Board of Supervi-
sors for a vote Sept. 7.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele

BuSES
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the third shot next month.
Avula pointed out that 

this proposal is different 
from the Centers for Dis-
ease and Control Preven-
tion recommendation last 
week concerning people 
with compromised im-
mune systems. It stated 
that those undergoing 
cancer treatments or tak-
ing medications that sup-
press the immune system, 
untreated HIV patients or 
organ transplant recipi-
ents, need three shots of 
vaccine to get the proper 
amount of antibodies to 
mount a defense against 
the virus.

The immunocompro-
mised are eligible for their 
third shots immediately.

State officials, along 
with workers in health 
districts through Virginia, 
are beginning to make 
plans for distributing 
third shots to the general 
public, Avula said.

The R appa ha n nock 
Area Health District, 
which includes Freder-
icksburg and the counties 
of Caroline, King George, 
Spotsylvania and Staf-
ford, anticipates returning 
to the type of large-scale 
vaccination clinics that 
were held this winter and 
early spring.

“We should know more 
as we head into Septem-
ber,” said Mary Cham-
berlin, public information 
officer. She said additional 
clinics also may be needed 
next month if a vaccine 
becomes available for chil-
dren ages 5–11.

C D C  o f f i c i a l s  o n 
Wednesday outlined the 
need for a booster based 
on three major points, 
Avula said. Several stud-
ies are showing that the 
vaccines’ effectiveness 
against getting the infec-
tion is decreasing over 
time, particularly in the 
wake of the highly conta-
gious delta variant.

However, the vaccines 
remain effective against 
what Avula called “severe 
consequences” such as 
hospitalization and death. 
Across Virginia, 4.7 mil-
lion people have been fully 
vaccinated, according to 
the Virginia Department 
of Health.

Of that total, 4,056 
people had what’s called 
breakthrough cases and 
became infected with the 
virus. Symptoms were 
bad enough for 233 people 
to require hospitalization, 
and 52 people died.

Even with the break-
through cases, the major-
ity—between 97 percent 
and 98 percent—of all 
cases, hospitalizations 
and deaths in the state are 
among the unvaccinated, 
according to the state 
health department.

Avula stressed that “the 
sense of urgency or emer-
gency is very different 
than what we experienced 
when people had no pro-
tection from the virus.” 

He said protection doesn’t 
drop off overnight and 
if people get a third dose 
several weeks after they 
reach the eight-month 
mark, they’ll still have a 
high degree of protection 
against severe conse-
quences.

“When their turn comes 
up, they can approach that 
in a relaxed way and go to a 
provider in their commu-
nity,” he said.

In terms of the state 
having the ability to give 
third shots to the vac-
cinated—and to continue 
to provide first doses to 
those who haven’t been 
inoculated—Avula said 
the “capacity numbers 
are really assuring.” The 
highest number of eligible 
Virginians will hit their 
eight-month mark in late 
December. That’s when 
about 320,000 people, 
who got their second dos-
es in late April, will be able 
to roll up their sleeves for a 
third shot.

During the height of 
the vaccination effort—
even when there weren’t 
mass clinics being held—
Virginia pharmacies, 
medical offices, health 
departments and hos-
pital systems were able 
to dispense more than 
525,000 shots in a given 
week, Avula said. That 
includes first and second 
doses and the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine. Health 
officials haven’t deter-
mined if those receiving 
the J&J vaccine should get 
a booster shot.

Even though this week’s 
headlines have been all 
about booster shots, Avula 
also stressed that “people 
getting that first dose is 
actually way more impor-
tant in the long run.” He 
said the state is seeing an 
uptick in vaccinations as 
the delta variant spreads 
through unvaccinated 
communities across the 
country.

Even though it’s not 
clear how many positive 
tests are put through the 
extensive process to de-
termine which variant is 
at play, Avula said people 
should “assume the delta 
strain is the dominant 
strain … and we should do 
the things we know to do 
to protect against it.”
Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425
cdyson@freelancestar.com

BOOSTErS
► FROM A1

NEED RECORD?

those who might have 
misplaced their vaccina-
tion card can get a copy at 
Virginia’s COVid-19 Vac-
cination record request 
Portal at vase.vdh.virginia.
gov/vacapps/f?p=545:1.
the portal requires first 
and last name, date of 
birth and ZiP code. Once 
that is entered, a verifica-
tion code will be sent to 
the phone number on file 
with the individual. From 
there, people can save 
and print their vaccination 
record. the state does not 
issue new cards.

THANK YOU for being a member of our family of readers

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN, Texas—A stand-
off in Texas over new 
voting restrictions that 
gridlocked the state Capi-
tol for 38 consecutive days 
ended Thursday when 
some Democrats who 
fled to Washington, D.C., 
dropped their holdout, 
paving the way for Repub-
licans to resume pushing 
an elections overhaul.

It abruptly and messily 
drew to a close one of the 
few—and lengthiest—
quorum breaks in modern 
Texas history.

 Instead of a unified 
and celebratory return by 
Democrats, some mem-
bers fumed and lashed out 

at their col-
leagues over 
w h a t  t h e y 
saw as break-
ing the ranks.

Most of the 
more than 50 
Democrats 
who bolted for the nation’s 
capital in July continue to 
stay away from the Texas 
Capitol, although Repub-
lican House Speaker Dade 
Phelan said enough were 
there to achieve a quorum, 
which in the House is 100 
present legislators. 

The few Democrats who 
returned to the Texas 
House defended their 
decision, saying they had 
successfully pushed Con-

gress on voting rights 
legislation and pointing 
to the growing urgency of 
surging COVID-19 casel-
oads in Texas.

Republican Gov. Greg 
Abbott now has an open-
ing to divert attention 
back to the Capitol and 
away from criticism and 
defiance by Texas’ largest 
cities and school districts 
over his handling of the 
worsening COVID-19 
numbers. Abbott this 
week tested positive for 
the virus.

Republicans are now 
back on a path to pass new 
elections laws in Texas 
before the current special 
session ends on Sept. 5.

Texas voting bill standoff ends

Abbott
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