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BY HUNTER REARDON CONTRIBUTING WRITER

ASH DANIEL

BY SARAH KING STAFF WRITER

O
n an unseasonably warm Saturday, 
Dec. 11, the Chesterfield Quarterback 
League concluded its season with six 
games at the James River High School 

field. Playing before a crowd of parents, friends, 
community members and high school coaches, 
the 9U Minors, 11U Juniors and 13U Seniors each 
had a championship and an All-Star game.

The league has been in operation since 1958, 
and every year since 1960, the championship 
teams have had their names stamped on the 
trophy. On Saturday, the Scott Scorpions earned 
that right, defeating the Matoaca Indians 26-20 in 
the 13U Senior Bowl. 

Tom Hall, Manchester High School’s head 
football coach, pointed out his championship 
years from the early 1990s to one of the young 
players. “We won this back before you were even 
a thought,” he said. “Before your daddy was even 

Early in the game
Chesterfield Quarterback League closes  

63rd season of youth football

a thought.”
In the 9U game, the Dinwiddie Generals 

defeated the Spring Run Huskies 7-6, completing 
a perfect season. Extra points are earned in the 
style of an NFL two-point conversion, rather 
than by a field goal. The most exciting plays of the 
game came in the first quarter, when each team’s 
defensive line was settling in and their opponent’s 
quarterback scored on a long run. 

After the Huskies scored first, the kickoff team 
lined up and kicked the ball 10 yards. Respond-
ing to a sideline comment that it appeared to be 
an onside kick, Hall laughed.

“At this age,” he said, “they’re all onside kicks.”
During halftime of the 9U game, the league 

awarded its first “Strong as Steele” recognition in 
honor of Steele Kirwan, a baseball and football 

Three youth divisions 
completed the 
2021 season of 

the Chesterfield 
Quarterback League 

on Dec. 11 at James 
River High School. 

The organization 
began in 1958 

and has ushered 
generations of 

athletes into the 
county's football 

ranks.

The Board of Supervisors voted 4-1 in 
favor of the county’s proposed Fiscal Year 
2022 budget amendments – comprising 

myriad allocations spanning new turf fields to a 
fully funded employee Supplemental Retirement 
Plan – for the county and schools in light of 
year-end surpluses exceeding $100 million and 
$40 million, respectively. Separately, the board 
unanimously adopted a reduced real estate tax 
cap of 93 cents going into the new year.

The surplus is largely the function of another 
unusual pandemic year, hence the monies are 
being allocated in a way that does not require 
their contribution in perpetuity – in other 
words, the county’s Budget and Finance office 
sought ways to cover “one-time” expenses.

The largest lump-sum amendment accounted 
for the combined county and schools SRP 
contributions totaling $33 million, $27 million 
of which was for schools – a move that Deputy 
County Administrator for Finance Matt Harris 
says creates a triple bottom line.

“With this big lump contribution that they 
approved last night, the funded status essentially 
goes to 100%, meaning we shouldn’t have to 
make any other large contributions,” Harris 
said in a phone interview following the board 
vote. “Imagine if the Social Security Trust Fund 
was 100% funded, right? It will never happen,” 
Harris said. “In this case it is, and that means 
all the contributions that are going into the 
fund annually can now be diverted to other 
operational or capital priorities.”

That number rakes in somewhere between 
$10 and $12 million annually that Harris said 
can now compound through investments and 
allows for the expedited construction of two new 
middle schools to help ease overcrowding in the 
western part of the county.

Meanwhile, the move alleviates a “long-term 
liability that’s been kind of a thorn in the 

Board OKs 
budget 

amendment 
package
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player at Cosby High School 
who died of cancer in January 
at age 18. Kirwan played in 
the Chesterfield Quarterback 
League when he was younger, 
and on Dec. 11, his parents 
were in attendance to present 
the award to three young 
players who had gone 
through adversity themselves.

“These three players 
– William Shepperson, 
Brock Hoylman, Frankie 
Ferreira – are certainly as 
strong as steel,” boomed P.A. 
announcer Sean Hicks. “We 
know they have an angel 
rooting for them.”

The three young athletes 
told their stories to the 
Kirwans in their applications for the 
award, initially intended for one individual. 
After reading the boys’ letters, though, 
the Kirwans decided to honor all three. 
Hylman, 6 years old, shared that he has 
struggled throughout his life with pulmo-
nary interstitial emphysema. While doctors 
once thought he would never play sports, he 
now plays baseball and football and throws 
a tight spiral. Shepperson, a Minors player 
in the CQL, wrote that he was diagnosed 
with sickle cell anemia but overcame it after 

a bone marrow transplant. 
And Ferreira, an 8-year-old 
who suffers from muscular 
dystrophy, noted that he loves 
playing center in the flag 
football division. “I practice 
and play today because I can,” 
Ferreira said. “Next season is 
not promised.”

After the emotional 
ceremony, the Generals and 
Huskies returned to the field, 
and in the 4th quarter, the 
undefeated Generals made a 
4th-down stop deep in their 
own territory to secure the 
game. The following 11U 
Juniors game saw the Salem 
Church Cowboys blank the 
Evergreen Eagles, 20-0. The 

Salem Church defense did not allow a point 
during their four-game playoff run. 

By the time of the Senior Super Bowl, 
night had fallen. Many of the 13-year-old 
players taking the field that evening are a 
year away from competing for a varsity spot 
on a Chesterfield high school team. 

The game under the lights came down to 
the wire. With 39 seconds on the clock and 
no timeouts left, the Scott Scorpions scored 
on a 20-yard run, breaking a 20-20 tie. 

Tim Gallagher, the league commissioner, 

watched the festivities from the field. “By 
no means am I a one-man show,” he said, 
in reference to the position he has held 
since 2015. “We have an executive board 
that works hard to make sure we have 
insurance, coaches’ clinics, clinics for the 
kids and everything in between.”

The player clinics are an essential part 
of preparing CQL kids for high school 
football, he said. “The kids get to know the 
coaches, the drills they run, and what a high 
school football practice is like,” Gallagher 
said. “It’s also a great volunteer opportunity 
for high school kids. When one of our 
younger kids sees a high school football 
player, his eyes light up, like he’s the king of 
the world.”

“Some of my best memories come from 
this league,” Hall said. “Not just playing, but 
coaching and seeing my kids play, too.

“It’s the kind of place where everyone 
knows each other. All of the refs here today 
played football in Chesterfield. The P.A. 
announcer used to coach in Chesterfield. 
There are a lot of lifers in this league – and 
I’m proud to say I’m one of them.” ■
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Above: From left, 
William Shepperson, 
Frankie Ferreira and 
Brock Hoylman all 
shared the "Strong as 
Steele" award in honor 
of Steele Kirwan, a 
two-sport Cosby High 
School athlete who 
died earlier this year 
of cancer. He was 18. 
Each boy, in the spirit 
of the award, is battling 
adversity while showing 
passion for football.
Right: Tim Gallagher 
serves as commissioner 
of the Chesterfield 
Quarterback League.

Missing Taste 
this week? 

You can find Sarah Kurysz's creamy, 
elegant panna cotta on our website, 

chesterfieldobserver.com.

JENNY McQUEEN
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FRIDAY 10/22 @ 6PM
DAN NICHOLLS FRIDAY 10/22 @ 9PM | KLAXTON BROWN SATURDAY 10/23  @ 9PM | FLAT ELVIS

M
idlothian High’s football team 
is on a roll. 

The unranked but 
undefeated (6-0) Trojans 

entered last Friday’s home contest against 
the region’s No. 2-ranked Manchester (4-2) 
as a decided underdog, having last beaten 
the Lancers in 2001.

Despite the program’s best start since 
the 1975 season, things didn’t look too 
promising for the Trojans after losing 42-14 
to Manchester in March when the 2020 fall 
season was moved to the spring due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

But the balance of power in the Do-
minion District may be shifting following 
the Trojans’ 42-35 comeback win over the 
Lancers on Friday.

Cooper Meads, Midlothian’s junior 
quarterback, said following the game that 
he and his teammates were well aware of 
their team’s 20-year losing streak to the 
Lancers.

“We have faith in each other,” Meads 
said. “We play like a family and we just 

Off to its best start since 1975, Midlothian secures a  
signature win over Manchester

BY BEN ORCUTT 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

came out and played our hearts out. That 
was a good team that we beat and we just 
pulled it out.”

Helping to pull out the win was the 
passing combo of Meads to freshman wide 
receiver Drew Kleski, who connected to 
score touchdowns of 42 and 56 yards.

“Every time he throws me the ball, I just 
want to catch it, but sometimes you don’t 
get them,” Kleski said. “Today I connected 
on all three of the passes that he threw me.”

“I just keep my eyes down field,” Meads 
said. “I know he’s a reliable target and we 
just have that chemistry together.”

One of the most critical completions 
came following a Midlothian timeout with 
3:08 left in the game and the Trojans facing 
third down with six yards to go on their 
own 15-yard line. They needed another first 
down to keep possession and hold on to the 
lead.

“It’s called bootleg,” said senior wide 
receiver Braeden Lee. “It was like slow 
motion. I looked up in the lights, I saw the 
ball slowly coming down. In my head I 
knew I had to come down with this ball for 
this win. I ended up being blessed enough 
to come down with it.”

The Trojans got the first down and were 
able to hang on for the victory.

But it didn’t come easy. With 6:25 
remaining in the third quarter, Midlothian 
trailed the Lancers 28-7.

And then, the comeback ensued. The 
Trojans answered with two touchdowns 
to make it 28-21 and used an onside kick 
recovery by senior defensive lineman Zack 
Phillips to set up a touchdown that tied the 
score at 28-28.

“This is the best,” Phillips said. “It’s such a 
team win. … We have 
so much confidence 
in each other that we 
don’t think we’re ever 
out of the game. We 
know that we can 
always be right there 
with anyone.”

Midlothian head 
coach Matt Hutchings, 
who’s in his fifth year 
at the helm, said one 
key to the Trojans’ 
success has been their 
offensive line.  

“They’re just 

wearing people out,” Hutchings said.
“We’ve just been doing what we’ve been 

doing all year,” said senior left guard Declan 
Harrington. “Our running backs have been 
doing really well.”

Junior running back Ashby Berry was 
the primary workhorse for the Trojans, 
shedding tacklers and gaining over 100 
yards on 20 carries with two touchdowns.

“The atmosphere was just insane,” said 
Berry, who also wrestles and won the state 
wrestling crown last year in the 170-pound 
division. “The adrenaline just got me going 
crazy.”

Shea Collins, who’s in her fourth year 
as Midlothian’s athletic director, said the 
football team’s success has invigorated the 
entire school.

“It’s an amazing experience [given] 
the ride that we’re on with COVID and 
everything that’s happening,” she said. “I 
think it means more to our student body. 
They’re able to celebrate. They haven’t been 
here in two years. They’re hyped up, they’re 
amped up, and our coaches and kids love it. 
We are family.”

His football players are a “special group 
of kids,” Hutchings said.

“I mean our backs were against the wall,” 
he said of the victory over Manchester. 
“Fumble the ball at the 1-inch line, what 
else can happen? We told them at halftime, 
‘We’ve got to get out of our way.’” 

They did, and the Trojans have a 
signature win to show for it.

 “It’s special,” Hutchings said. “I mean 
it really is. It’s special to see all the people 
in the community come out, the student 
section. It’s a fun thing to be a part of and 
it’s a really special group here at Midlo. 
And the Midlo community is a special 
place to be.” ■

The COMEBACK
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Midlothian running back Max McKey, 
above, plows through Manchester's 
defense on Friday night. The undefeat-
ed Trojans won their sixth straight game, 
beating the Lancers 42-35.


