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On Friday night the de-
fending Class 2 state cham-
pion Appomattox Raiders 
football team returned to 
their home gridiron with 
head coach Doug Smith 
back on the Bragg Stadium 
sideline for the first time 
since 2019.

The Raiders hosted the 
Liberty Christian Academy 
(LCA) Bulldogs in their an-
nual Benefit Game, which 
is a joint fundraiser for both 
football programs. 

Smith also coached at 
the Raiders’ first preseason 
game last week in Bedford 
against Franklin County. 

The Bulldogs, a Class 3 
team, won Friday’s exhi-
bition game 21-6, but re-
gardless of the score, many 
people on both sides of the 
competition were just glad 
to see Smith back out on the 
field after being unable to 
coach from the sideline all 
of the 2020/21 season as he 
faced his own personal op-
ponent — multiple myelo-
ma, a cancer of the plasma 
cells. Various people affiliat-
ed with LCA greeted Smith 
after the game’s conclusion. 

Smith said he feels strong 
with no pain, and that re-
turning to coaching after 
a year away felt as if he 
never left in the first place. 
However, the emotions did 
catch up with him prior to 

Friday’s kickoff in the team 
locker room. 

“I feel just as good as I’ve 
always felt. It’s been great; 
it really has,” Smith said. “I 
was talking to the kids today 

right before we went in, and 
I don’t know — maybe I’m 
just a baby or something — 
but I started getting choked 
up only because I couldn’t 
believe I was here. I was so 

happy.”
Tre Lawing recorded the 

Raiders’ only score on an 
18-yard quarterback keeper 
in the first quarter, a play 
that was set up by a 50-yard 

run from halfback JaQuan 
Walker. The extra point was 
missed, making the score 
6-0. 

LCA bounced back two 
plays from scrimmage later 

with a touchdown run by 
Jaylin Belford to go up 7-6. 
LCA would add two more 
touchdowns before half-
time. 

According to Smith, 16 
Appomattox players were 
missing from the game, 
mostly due to COVID-19 
contact protocol.

Smith is currently uncer-
tain about how many games 
he will be coaching this 
season, but is hoping that 
an upcoming test will bring 
positive news.

Buckingham Game 
Canceled

This week’s opening 
regular season JV and var-
sity football games against 
Buckingham have been can-
celed due to a Buckingham 
football COVID shutdown, 
according to Appomattox 
County High School Ath-
letic Director Chris Dodge. 

The Buckingham County 
High School website states: 
“Due to positive COVID 
cases, Buckingham Coun-
ty Public Schools JV and 
Varsity Football activities 
ONLY are canceled through 
September 3rd and will re-
sume on September 6th.”

Dodge said he is attempt-
ing to schedule a new op-
ponent for this week. As 
of press time, no further 
announcements have been 
made. Visit timesvirginian.
com this week for additional 
information. 

The boys are back in town!
Coach Smith and Raiders return to Bragg Stadium

Note: Buckingham season-opener canceled
CHARLES CONRAD
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Appomattox Raiders varsity football head coach Doug Smith shouts instructions to the team during Friday’s 
exhibition game against LCA at Appomattox County High School. The game marked Smith’s return to the 
sidelines for the first time since 2019 while he has been dealing with multiple myeloma, a cancer of plasma cells. 

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian
Above left: Appomattox Raiders linebacker Tre Kelso (#26) attempts to drag down an LCA runner during Friday’s exhibition game at Appomattox County High School. 
Above right: Appomattox Raiders quarterback Tre Lawing (#8) makes a pitchout to running back JaQuan Walker (#6) on Friday against LCA. 

Kelly Chavis/Contributed 
The Appomattox Ozone 2021 Virginia State Baseball Champions are pictured in Laurel, Mississippi, at the 
Dixie Youth World Series while holding the Virginia state flag. Back row, from left: Manager Jon Chavis, as-
sistant coach Bryan Simpson, assistant coach Justin Harvey, Gavyn Simpson, Owen Chavis, R.J. Martin, Sam 
Ferguson, Wesley Glover and Baine Williams. Front row, from left: Levi Butler, Miles Davis, Pierson Harvey, 
Charleston Harris, Ashton Stratton and Gage Evans.

Appomattox 
Ozone places in 
top five at Dixie 
World Series

The Appomattox Ozone 
Virginia State Champions 
traveled to Laurel, Missis-
sippi, on Friday, Aug. 6, to 
compete in the Dixie Youth 
World Series.

The team participated 
Friday in a skills compe-
tition that consisted of a 
home run derby, base run-
ning, and infield challenge.  

Miles Davis placed sec-
ond in the base running 
competition, and the infield 
team placed second in the 
infield challenge.  

On Saturday, Virginia 
took on Tennessee in a nail-
biting game. Virginia came 
up short with a 7-6  loss. 
Also, on Saturday, Virginia 
battled back to beat Arkan-
sas 12-2.

On Monday, Virginia 
faced Texas and won 6-5. 
On Tuesday, Virginia faced 
Florida and lost 9-2.

Team Virginia made it to 
the top five teams before 
being eliminated.

Ozone manager Jon Cha-
vis said he is proud of his 
team’s efforts.

“These boys battled some 
extreme heat and tough 
baseball teams,” he said. 
“They played hard, and I 
am so proud of each player.  
I would also like to give a 
huge thanks to the commu-
nity for supporting our team 
through donations, prayers 
and encouragement. We are 
proud to have represented 
our state and town in the 
World Series.”

Area Coaches!
Send game info, stats and photos to 

the following email: 
news@timesvirginian.com 
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After a dominating per-
formance March 1 against 
Nelson County, William 
Campbell (1-1) could not 
find the end zone Friday 
night against Appomat-
tox (2-0) in Friday night’s 
varsity football contest. 
For the second straight 
week, Appomattox scored 
more than 40 points. The 
Raiders prevailed 49-0.

Early in the game, Tez 
Booker intercepted a pass 
for the Raiders are re-
turned it 80 yards for a 
touchdown. 

Tre Lawing started 
the game under center 
for Appomattox with a 
dominant performance. In 
the first half he had four 
quarterback keepers for 
four touchdowns. He also 
blocked a punt and had 
a scoop and score in the 
second quarter. 

William Campbell came 

on strong late in the sec-
ond quarter but was shut 
down with a broken up 
pass play on fourth down. 
Appomattox went into the 
half winning 35-0.

William Campbell re-
turned the opening kick-
off of the second half to 
Appomattox’s 20-yard 
line. They then drove to 
the six-yard line before 
turning the ball over on 
downs. 

The very next play, Wil-
liam Campbell forced a 
fumble on the 20, but then 
threw a pick on the four-
yard line which was re-
turned 96 yards for a TD. 
Appomattox put up one 
more touchdown in the 
second half with an end 
around to Jonathan Pennix 
to lock in the win.

Appomattox will host 
Nelson County on Friday 
March 12, while William 
Campbell will host Alta-
vista. 

Raiders steamroll over Generals 49-0
Sports

STAFF REPORTS

Allen Bailey/Contributed
Appomattox Raiders running back Keyshawn Baker rumbles through the William Campbell defense during 
Friday’s 49-0 win.

ACHS indoor track wins 
nine medals at states

The Appomattox Raid-
ers indoor track and field 
team participated in the 
VHSL 2021 State Indoor 
Class 1/2 Championships 
held March 3 at Liberty 
University’s Indoor Track 
Complex. 

The Raiders totaled nine 
medals among the five ath-
letes who registered for the 
events. 

Tez Booker led the pace 
for the Raider boys with a 
second-place finish in the 
high jump (5-10) and plac-
ing third in both the long 
jump (20-8) and 55-meter 
dash (6.72 seconds). 

After taking an early 
lead in the 4x200-meter re-
lay, the Raider boys placed 
second in a close race, 
edged out by Altavista by 
a mere 1.47 seconds. The 
relay team consisted of 
Booker, Vori Copeland, 

Jonathan Pennix and Ervis 
Davis. 

In separate events, Co-
peland finished fifth in the 
triple jump (40-0.5) and 
eighth in the long jump 
(18-8). 

Morgan Flamm, who 
relocated from Florida to 
Appomattox one year ago, 
was the lone representative 
for the Raider girls, going 
home with a fourth place 
medal in the pole vault (7-
0) and eighth place medal 
in the 55-meter hurdles 
(11.37). Both marks were 
personal bests for Flamm, 
a freshman, whom Appo-
mattox Head Coach Tim 
Crossin believes has a 
bright future in the Raiders 
track and field program. 

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, there were no 
pre-qualification meets 
for this year’s indoor track 
regional and state com-
petitions. Rather, athletes 
were only required to reg-

ister for the events. Cros-
sin said the indoor team 
didn’t get its typical turn-
out, largely because of the 
pandemic. 

However, the athletes 
at the state championships 
exceeded expectations, as 
Crossin stated, with many 
placing higher than where 
they were seeded in the 
events when the day be-
gan. 

Crossin also compli-
mented Booker’s athleti-
cism, saying that Booker 
plans to participate in 
outdoor track and field in 
the spring. Experience in 
track and field, accord-
ing to Crossin, often helps 
athletes succeed in other 
sports and also makes an 
impression on college ath-
letic recruiters. 

Practice for the spring 
outdoor track and field sea-
son commences in early 
April, in accordance with 
VHSL guidelines. 

CHARLES CONRAD
Times Virginian

 Sports coaches may 
send team information, 

results and photos to 
the Times Virginian.

news@timesvirginian.com

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian
Top right: Vori Copeland goes airborne in the boys long jump during the State Indoor Class 1/2 Championships. Bottom right: Tez Booker of Appomattox reaches high 
in the boys long jump. Bottom left: Jonathan Pennix of Appomattox (front) takes off with the baton after a handoff in the boys 4x200-meter relay. 

Drinkard sets school swim record, Thomas 3rd at states
Appomattox sophomore 

swimmer Catherine Thom-
as finished third at the 2021 
VHSL Class 2 Swimming 
Championships on Satur-
day, in both the girls 200-
yard Freestyle and 100-
yard Butterfly, helping to 
propel the Lady Raiders 
to 13th place overall in 
the state, with a total of 58 
points.  

The boys, led by sopho-
mores Bennett Goodman 

and Charlie Drinkard, also 
earned individual points 
for the boys team in their 
events, leading the boys 
to finish 11th overall in 
Virginia Class 2 with 72 
points.

Drinkard led the indi-
vidual scoring for the boys 
by placing sixth in the boys 
100-yard Backstroke, earn-
ing his first state medal in 
an individual event. He also 
achieved a personal record 
in the process and a new 
Appomattox County High 

School record: topping his 
old one from last year, with 
a time of 1:06.70. 

Goodman finished sev-
enth in the boys 50-yard 
Freestyle, also earning his 
first individual state medal.  
Additionally, he placed 
10th in the boys 100-yard 
Butterfly. 

The boys 200-yard 
Freestyle Relay team of 
Drinkard, Goodman, junior 
Gabe Thompson and fresh-
man Tyler Burton, earned a 
medal for their eighth place 

finish.  It was the first time 
in two years that a boys re-
lay team had earned a med-
al in a relay.  The boys 200-
yard Medley Relay team 
of Drinkard, Goodman, 
Thompson and sophomore 
Conner Fulcher just missed 
out of medaling, by coming 
in ninth place overall. 

The girls 200-yard Med-
ley relay team of Thomas, 
senior Tatum Harris, soph-
omore Berkley Jamerson 
and freshman Morgan 
Flamm garnered medal 

honors for the Lady Raid-
ers as they finished sixth, 
one of the highest spots 
ever for a girls relay team 
in Appomattox swim-
ming’s nine years.  

“I was really pleased 
with my swims and the 
team swims,” said Thomas, 
after the meet.  “Everyone 
came and did their best.  It 
was a short season, but one 
that we can build on,” she 
added.

Harris echoed that sen-
timent, stating, “I am very 

proud of the team for push-
ing themselves and earning 
top eight spots in two re-
lays,” said Harris. 

“The season just flew by, 
and I cannot believe it is ac-
tually over,” Harris added 
after the last swim of her 
high school career. 

“It didn’t feel faster, 
but it did feel good,” said 
Drinkard of his new record 
in the boys 100-yard Back-
stroke. “But I was really 

See SWIM, Page  6

STAFF REPORTS
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kind of happier about the 
Freestyle Relay finish. That 
was fun.”

The boys were just off 
the ACHS record by a few 
seconds, which Thompson 
hopes they can overtake 
next year.

“We came closer this year 
than last year to getting the 
Appomattox record,” said 
Thompson. “In a regular 
season, with enough train-
ing, we will get there next 
year,” he added. 

Thomas’ two top-three 
finishes were the first-time 
ever that one Raider swim-
mer ended the state meet in 
the top three in two events. 

The swim season was 
a condensed one for the 
Raiders. In a normal sea-
son, practices begin in mid-
November and run until 

the first week of February.  
Due to the pandemic, the 
season didn’t begin until 
right before Christmas, 
and the state championship 
meet was scheduled for the 
second week of February.  
Additionally, the team only 
had one dual swim meet of 
the season before regionals, 
rather than the normal six 
to eight meets.

“This was a tough season 
for the swimmers and for 
the parents,” said Coach 
Evans Thomas. 

“Parents had to watch 
their athletes compete via 
television, and swimmers 
only had 12 practices, 
where in a normal season, 
we have more than 35,” he 
added.

Nonetheless, Thomas 
was pleased with the re-
sults.

“This is still a young 
team,” he said, “That gives 
us a lot of room to grow.”

Swim
g Continued from Page 5

Contributed 
The 2020/21 Appomattox Raiders swim team at the VHSL Class 2 Swimming Championships. Pictured left to 
Right: Conner Fulcher, Bennett Goodman, Coach Evans Thomas, Catherine Thomas, Berkley Jamerson, Ta-
tum Harris, Charlie Drinkard, Tyler Burton and Gabe Thompson 

Morgan Flamm is only a 
freshman in the Appomat-
tox Raiders track and field 
program, but the Florida 
native is adjusting well 
to competition and to her 
new home atmosphere in 
Appomattox County. 

At the VHSL 2021 
State Indoor Class 1/2 
Track Championships held 
March 3 at Liberty Uni-
versity, Flamm posted per-
sonal best marks in both 
the girls pole vault (7-0) 
and girls 55-meter hurdles 
(11.37 seconds), finishing 
fourth and eighth overall, 
respectively. 

“I’m really proud. I got 
over my goal of 6-6 and 
I jumped over seven feet, 
which really surprised me, 
and I got my fastest time in 
hurdles,” Flamm said. 

Hailing from West Mel-
bourne, Fla., a city lo-
cated near the East Coast, 
and about an hour south-
east of Orlando, Flamm 
transferred to Appomat-
tox County High School 
in early 2020. Just three 
weeks after she began 
attending classes, the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
prompted Virginia Gov. 
Ralph Northam to close 
all schools across the state. 

Likewise, all spring sport-
ing events were eventually 
canceled. 

Flamm’s parents moved 
to Appomattox, she ex-
plained, because her father 

can now work from home 
with L3Harris (based in 
Melbourne, Fla.), her 
grandparents moved to 
Lynchburg, and her cous-
ins moved to Buena Vista. 
Wanting to be nearer to 
family, her parents moved 
in with the grandparents 
for three months before 
finding property in Appo-
mattox County.

Flamm, now a ninth-
grader, said she participat-
ed in track and field at her 
former school in Florida 
ever since fourth or fifth 
grade and loves the sport, 
especially running. In Flor-
ida, she would run a mile 
or two every morning in 
the dirt because the school 
didn’t have a standard field 
to be used for track running 
until last year. However, 
Flamm moved out of state 
before she had the chance 
to use it. 

Now that she is in Ap-
pomattox, she also intends 
to compete on the outdoor 
track and field team, which 
begins practice in early 
April after completing 
three “indoor” events this 
winter. Two of those in-
door events were held out-
doors as precaution against 
the coronavirus. 

In December 2020, 
Flamm competed at the 
Virginia Beach Grand 

Opening meet and came 
home with a first place 
medal in the triple jump for 
the 13-14 age group with a 
leap of 27-1.5. Her sister, 
Eryn, placed first in the 
exhibition age 11-12 pole 
vault where she cleared the 
five-foot mark. The Flamm 
sisters attended the event 
as independent athletes un-
affiliated with Appomattox 
County schools. 

On Feb. 23, Morgan 
competed in the 2021 
VHSL 1/2a Region C 
Championships, placing 
second in the girls pole 
vault and third in the girls 
55-meter hurdles. 

Despite the virus-short-
ened indoor track season, 
Flamm said she isn’t dis-
appointed because what 
little competition did take 
place was better than noth-
ing at all and gave her an 
opportunity to acquire new 
skills. 

“It’s my first time do-
ing the pole vault, triple 
jump and hurdles,” she 
said. “My old school 
didn’t have them, so I’ve 
been learning and I’ve just 
been really happy. I’m just 
grateful that we had indoor 
track and we got to do it.” 

Flamm has been prac-
ticing track and field five 
days a week, but cut that 
amount down to four days 

per week in order to partic-
ipate on the Raiders swim-
ming team. 

While Flamm has made 
a good impression so far in 
track and field, the small 
town people of Appomat-
tox have made an impres-
sion on her. According to 
2019 census estimates, 
West Melbourne’s popu-
lation is approximately 
22,000 — larger than the 
entire population of Appo-
mattox County. 

Describing herself as 
someone who enjoys help-
ing people, Flamm re-
ceived a good education 
at her former school but 
finds the atmosphere in the 
small town “more peace-
ful” and friendly overall. 

“At first it kind of 
shocked me,” she said. 
“Everyone was so nice, 
willing to open doors for 
each other, and so it made 
me fall in love with this 
place pretty quickly.”

In demonstrating her 
kind-hearted spirit, Flamm 
gave the following well-
wishes to her newest com-
munity members after the 
conclusion of the state 
championships last week: 
“I do hope that whoever 
reads this, that they are 
staying safe during quar-
antine and that they’re 
having a good day.”

CHARLES CONRAD
Times Virginian
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Appomattox freshman Morgan Flamm poses after fin-
ishing fourth place in the girls pole vault with a per-
sonal best mark of 7-0 at the VHSL 2021 State Indoor 
Class 1/2 Track Championships held March 3 at Lib-
erty University.

Ex-Florida girl enjoying Appomattox track competition and community

 Visit the Times Virginian online for local sports updates 

www.timesvirginian.com

The Appomattox Raid-
ers volleyball team is es-
sentially perfect in its first 
two games of the 2020-
21 season, winning both 
games and all six sets. 

On Thursday, the Raid-
ers opened their schedule 
with a three-set sweep of 
Altavista (25-17, 25-12, 
26-24). 

After winning the open-
er on the road, the Raiders 
again looked impressive 
in their first home game 
Tuesday night with another 
sweep, this time over visit-
ing Gretna (25-20, 25-18 
and 25-15). 

Down 3-1 early in 
the first set against the 
Hawks, Appomattox took 
a 7-6 lead when Madison 
Shirey’s serve bounced 
off the hands of a Gretna 
defender and went out of 
bounds. 

Soon thereafter when 
the Hawks regained the 
lead — numeroligists will 
love this one — Emma 
Drinkard of Appomattox, 
who wears jersey number 
11, tapped the ball over 
the net for a score to tie the 
game at 11-11. 

The Raiders then found a 
rhythm on offense and El-
lie Peterson drilled a spike 
for the team’s 25th point to 
end the first set. 

Gretna fell behind 7-3 in 
the second set but clawed 
back to within a point 
twice (7-6 and 8-7). How-
ever, Appomattox was able 
to hold off the surge with-
out surrendering the lead in 

the set. 
Gretna came back to 

trail 20-18, but the Raiders 
scored five straight points 
to close out the set on 
spikes by Kaydence Gil-
bert and Haleigh Tweedy. 

The start of the third 
set was delayed several 
minutes as maintenance 
workers had to remove a 
flourescent light from the 
hanging ceiling fixture. 
The light had broken from 
a volleyball that was hit 
high enough to collide with 
the light fixture. 

Once play resumed, 
Gretna once again started 
well (3-1) but was unable 

to sustain the advantage. 
Gilbert scored on a blocked 
shot at the net against Gret-
na’s Destiny Haley to give 
Appomattox an 8-4 lead. 

The Raiders controlled 
the remained of the set and 
the game ended on a spike 
by Gilbert. 

Appomattox Head 
Coach Mark Drinkard is 
optimistic about the early 
results to the season, which 
would have normally been 
played in the fall of 2020 
but was pushed forward 
into 2021 due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. 

“They’re looking good,” 
Drinkard said. “Offensive-

ly, we’re in good shape. 
We’ve got a lot of people 
who can hit the ball.” 

While the defensive 
play is solid, Drinkard 
pointed out that the team’s 
overall serving needs a 
little more work to become 
consistent. 

“We’ve gotta get into 
the season a little bit,” he 
said. “We’re not quite there 
rhythm-wise serving. So, 
we’re missing a few too 
many there, but defensive-
ly we’re good. In blocking, 
we’re big, so we’re block-
ing a lot of balls, and to-
night was a lot better than 
Altavista; we didn’t block 

a lot of balls against Alta-
vista but we got a lot to-
night.” 

The Raiders have the 
luxury of having four girls 
who are at or near six-feet 
tall — Gilbert, Peterson, 
Macee Hargis and fresh-
man Shannon Coleman — 
a scenario Drinkard said 
he’s never had on a team 
he’s coached before. 

Having to wait until 
March to get back into live 
competition was an odd 
feeling, as Drinkard said, 
but the girls have adjusted 
well. 

“It is weird that we’ve 
been off so long ... we’ve 
been practicing and they’ve 

been playing travel (ball) 
and we’ve done other 
things. But it’s been a while 
since we’ve actually had a 
match, so you’ve gotta kind 
of get back into the match 
feel,” Drinkard said.

The Raiders have had 
around 14-15 practices 
thus far since practice be-
gan on Feb. 15. 

Drinkard said the Raid-
ers have had more practice 
time than Gretna because 
Pittsylvania County teams 
started practices at a later 
date. Also, the Hawks were 
without starting center 

Volleyball at 2-0 start after win vs. Gretna
CHARLES CONRAD

Times Virginian

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian
Cameron Womack (#7) amd Ellie Peterson of Appomattox attempt to defend 
against a Gretna shot in Tuesday night’s Raider win. 

Janet Robertson/Contributed
Abbey Mann of Appomattox serves the ball Thursday 
during a road win at Altavista. 

See V-BALL, Page  8
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In 1979, the City of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
was nicknamed “The City 
of Champions” after the 
Pittsburgh Steelers won 
the Super Bowl and the 
Pittsburgh Pirates won the 
World Series. 

In 2021, perhaps the 
Town of Appomattox could 
be nicknamed “The Town 
of Champions” after the 
Appomattox County High 
School Raiders softball 
team claimed Saturday’s 
VHSL Class 2 Softball 
State Championship with 
a 2-0 victory over the Ran-
dolph-Henry Statesmen. 
The softball Raiders join 
this year’s state champion 
Raider football team as the 
elite Class 2 programs in 
their respective sports. 

Courtney Layne pitched 
her fourth perfect game 
of the season, and Macee 
Hargis drove in Kelsey 
Hackett with a triple to 
right field in the bottom of 
the sixth inning to break a 
scoreless tie and catapult 
the Raiders to the win at 
Charlotte Court House. 

It is the first softball state 
championship for ACHS 
since 1987, when current 
Raiders head coach Janet 
Rawes was a member of 
that team coached by Mary 
Tolley. 

The first three innings 
Saturday produced only 
two base runners in a 
pitcher’s duel between 
Layne and Danner Allen 
of Randolph-Henry. The 
only runner to reach base 
was Hackett with a lead-
off single in the first in-
ning and a double to the 
left field wall in the third. 
Ironically, Hackett and Al-
len are cousins. 

The Raiders loaded the 
bases in the bottom of the 
fourth inning but couldn’t 
capitalize on the scoring 
opportunity. Hargis got on 
base with a single, and the 
next two batters — Layne 
on an infield hit and Abby 
Wilkerson on a bunt — 
filled up the bases as the 
Statesmen defense made no 
play on both at-bats. How-
ever, Hargis was tagged 
out in a rundown between 
third base and home plate 
after a wild pitch, and Car-
rington Moore grounded 
out to second base to end 
the threat. 

Raiders right fielder Em-
ily Purcell helped to secure 
the perfect game for Layne 
with a spectacular diving 
catch of a short fly ball in 
the bottom of the fourth in-
ning.

Hackett led off the top 
of the sixth inning with her 
third base hit of the game, a 
double to center field. 

Two batters later, Hargis 
blasted a triple to right field 
and slid into third base af-
ter Hackett touched home 
plate for the first run of the 
game. Layne then ground-
ed into a fielder’s choice to 
second base that brought 
Hargis in from third for a 
2-0 Raiders lead. 

Hackett said that when 
her foot touched home 
plate that late in the game, 
she knew the championship 
belonged to the Raiders. 

“I had so much confi-
dence in Courtney and our 
defense that I was like ‘We 
got this. We just did it.’” 

Hargis, who had faced 
Allen two times prior to 
the game-winner, said she 
had developed a feel for 
Allen’s pitching style and 
knew she needed to be pa-
tient until she saw the right 
pitch come her way. 

“I feel like it’s my men-
tal state, kinda like I just 
tell myself that I’m con-
fident that I can hit this 
pitch. I got a single on 
the (at bat) before that, so 
I kinda knew where the 
pitch was gonna be. I guess 

you could say my eyes do 
get wide but I was ready 
for anything she was gonna 
throw at me. She likes to 
throw outside pitches, so 
you have to wait a bit lon-
ger on those and I just had 
to work on my timing and 
making sure I didn’t swing 
too fast,” Hargis said.

Hargis said that although 
she was waved to third 
base on the play by third 
base coach Davy Hackett, 
she wasn’t initially sure if 
she could make it safely. 
She feels good coming 
through for her teammates 
in the clutch, however.  

“It feels great. I really 
love my team and I’m 
proud of every one of them, 
so winning with them is the 
best feeling ever,” she said. 

Layne retired the side in 
the sixth and seventh in-
nings. The game ended on 
a fly ball by Statesmen bat-
ter Allen to left fielder Tori 
Hoffman.

When Hoffman se-
cured the final out in her 
glove, Raider players and 
coaches rushed the infield 
in celebration. Raider fans 
— who showed up in full 
force to support the soft-
ball girls in their quest 
to wear to the 2021 state 
crown — erupted joyfully 
as yet another Appomattox 
team brings home a state 
championship trophy. 

Rawes, who was a 
catcher and utility player 
on the 1987 Appomattox 
state softball championship 
squad, felt “ecstatic” for 
the 2021 team that over-
came the odds — losing six 
seniors to 2020 graduation 
and losing a year’s experi-
ence due to last season’s 
COVID-19 shutdown. 

“Right now, it’s kinda 
crazy. You don’t know how 
to feel. I don’t think it’s re-
ally set in yet. You know, 
these kids got so much 
taken away from them 
last year, and to win this 
year it’s great. There’s no 
words, I don’t think, that 
you can put to that,” Rawes 
said. 

Layne, who hurled 15 
strikeouts against Ran-
dolph-Henry, has held the 
same mental approach to 
all of the teams she’s faced 
in the 2021 regional and 
state playoffs because she 
knows every team at this 
level is capable of winning. 

“This entire post-season 
all the teams that we’ve 
played, they’ve come out 
swinging and they’re re-
ally aggressive, so I’ve got 
to take it pitch by pitch and 
get some swing and miss-

es,” Layne said.
Although Layne was a 

bit nervous because of the 
game’s magnitude (which 
many players likely were), 
the team bus ride from 
Appomattox to Charlotte 
Court House, helped to 
keep her mentally ground-
ed. 

“I was pretty nervous but 
I had trust in all my team-
mates. We were having a 
good time on the bus ride, 
so they calmed me down,” 
she said. 

Just a few hours prior to 
the 1 p.m. start of the game, 
the Raiders were escorted 
out of town by the Ap-
pomattox Volunteer Fire 
Department, Appomattox 
County Rescue Squad and 
Appomattox County Sher-
iff’s Office. Many well-
wishers lined the bus route, 
holding signs and cheering 
on the team as they em-
barked on their journey. 

“It was a community ef-
fort and we had the whole 
town backing us,” Layne 
said of the fan support. 
“We had a parade that led 
us out (of town), so I know 
it wasn’t just a team effort 
— it took an entire com-
munity for this one.”

Moore commented on 
the competitive nature of 
the championship game, 
symbolized on a play she 
was involved in during the 
top of the seventh inning. 
Moore belted a double 
to left field and later col-
lided with Statesmen third 
baseman Taylor Trent on 
a fielder’s choice infield 
ground ball by Julianna 
Southall that was thrown 
to third. Moore was hurt 
on the play, having gotten 

the wind knocked out of 
her. When she came off the 
field, she exited the dugout 
and bent over in pain but 
returned to the field in the 
bottom of the seventh. 

“The girl bobbled the 
ball and I thought she was 
gonna throw it to first … 
It just knocked the breath 
out of me,” Moore said. “I 
think (both teams) wanted 
it. It just came down to the 
hitting, for the most part. 
They had a pretty solid 
team, they had some good 
hitters and some good 

players in the field, and so 
did we. But I think we hit 
the ball better than they 
did.”

Moore, a sophomore, 
said she felt “happy” and 
“successful” after Satur-
day’s championship win, 
but did not make any bold 
predictions regarding a 
Raider repeat in 2022. 

“I don’t know, we’ll 
see. We just have to take 
it game by game,” Moore 
said humbly in regard to 
next season. 

Michaela Williams, who 

split time in right field with 
Purcell this season, was 
thrilled with the victory but 
didn’t sense the magnitude 
of the game until after play 
began. 

“It’s crazy; I can’t even 
believe it, honestly,” Wil-
liams said about the win. 
“When we showed up it re-
ally didn’t feel like a state’s 
game at first but when we 
got to playing it felt awe-
some.” 

Summing up the 2021 

Appomattox, Town of Champions
Raiders softball wins Class 2 state title

CHARLES CONRAD
Times Virginian

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian
The Appomattox Raiders softball team poses in front of the scoreboard Saturday with their 2021 VHSL Class 2 State Championship trophy 
and medals. Kneeling, from left: Haleigh Tweedy, Carrington Moore, Kelsey Hackett, Emily Purcell and Michaela Williams. Standing, from 
left: Appomattox County High School Principal Poldi Moreno, Assistant Coach Davy Hackett, Assistant Coach Jennifer Hackett, Dixie 
Gordon, Kelsie White, Abby Wilkerson, Courtney Layne, Abbey Mann, Macee Hargis, Tori Hoffman, Julianna Southall, Assistant Coach 
Tuesday Van Engan, Head Coach Janet Rawes and Appomattox County High School Athletic Director Chris Dodge. 

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian
Appomattox Raiders assistant coach Davy Hackett gives a safe sign while an umpire watches Macee Hargis slide 
into third base and beat a tag attempt. Hargis’ triple on this sixth-inning play was the game-winning hit in the 
Class 2 State Championship win over Randolph-Henry. 

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian
Appomattox Raiders pitcher Courtney Layne, shown here in Saturday’s 2021 
Class 2 State Championship game at Randolph-Henry, threw her fourth perfect 
game of the season to help the Raiders win the championship. 

See CHAMPS, Page  6
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Sports
season with the word “ex-
traordinary,” Williams 
complimented her right 
field platoon partner and 
the rest of her team for 
the way they’ve interacted 
with one another. 

“She’s a great team-
mate,” she said of Purcell. 
“I love the entire team, we 
get along better than any 
other team I’ve been with.”

In her last game wear-
ing a Raider softball uni-
form, Southall — also the 
2020/21 Homecoming 
Queen — said that leaving 
with a state title was a per-
fect ending and well-de-
served by her teammates. 

“I couldn’t have had a 
better outcome for my se-
nior year.,” Southall said. 
“These girls did so good 
this whole season, we im-
proved so much and we re-
ally did deserve this.”

Randolph-Henry fin-
ished the season at 15-1, 
a record that head coach 
Mike Adams said was 
widely unexpected af-
ter a three-win season in 
2019. Adams attributed his 

team’s turnaround to “hard 
work and young players 
still listening to you.” 

Even though the States-
men fell short in the cham-
pionship game, Adams 
said the future looks bright 
for the young team and 
congratulated Appomattox 
for their victory. 

“It was great ballgame; 
two very, very good pitch-
ers,” Adams said. “We 
were just not able to put 
the ball in play today. But 
we feel good, we started 
four freshmen and they 
played most of the year so 
we’ve got a good group 
coming back and we’re 
excited about that. But Ap-
pomattox deserves all the 
credit in the world. They 
were well-coached, well-
prepared, and they looked 
very good.”

Likewise, Appomattox, 
which finished 2021 unde-
feated at 15-0 (one game 
against Gretna was called 
due to rain with Appomat-
tox leading 1-0 after one 
inning), returns most of 
their starters in 2022, los-
ing left fielder Southall, 
center fielder Abbey Mann 
and pinch runner Kelsie 
White to graduation. 

No matter what hap-
pens next season or in the 
future, the 2021 softball 
team has left a legacy that 
will be remembered in the 
Appomattox community 
for ages to come with their 
name to be listed on the 
Louise Martin Field score-
board and the two Raider 
championship signs at op-
posite town entrances. 

“It’s great,” said Rawes 
in expressing what the 
championship means to the 
community and the current 
status of Raider athletics. 
“It just shows the caliber 
of athletes that Appomat-
tox has right now, and 
the hard work that they’re 
putting in when nobody’s 
looking.” 

Southall will be able to 
tell the 2021 softball state 
championship story to oth-
ers well into the future, 
and is grateful to be a part 
of placing the Raider pro-
gram on a higher level at 
ACHS as well as earning 
statewide recognition. 

“I feel like it really 
put softball in one of the 
(ACHS) sports that’s big 
now,” she said, “and really 
puts Appomattox on the 
map.”

Champs
g Continued from Page 5

Charles Conrad/
Times Virginian

Right columns, top to bot-
tom: Kelsey Hackett beats 
the throw to first base in 
the first inning; Macee 
Hargis (#13) steps on first 
base to record a defen-
sive putout as Julianna 
Southall backs up the bag;  
Tori Hoffman cracks the 
ball (seen at top center of 
photo) into the outfield 
for a base hit; Carrington 
Moore waits for a pitch in 
the batter’s box; Kelsey 
Hackett slides safely back 
to first base on a pickoff at-
tempt; and Tori Hoffman 
celebrates after catching 
the final out of the game in 
left field. 

Charles Conrad/Times Virginian
Top: Appomattox Raiders fans erupt in cheers after the softball team won the Class 
2 State Championship. Second from top: Raider players rush the infield in celebra-
tion after the final out of Saturday’s championship game. Third from top: Raider 
player Michaela Williams (center, facing forward) hugs senior teammate Kelsie 
White following the game. Bottom row, left: Raiders head coach Janet Rawes 
(right) poses with her former Appomattox County High School 1987 State Cham-
pion softball coach Mary Tolley. Bottom row, right: Raider player Kelsey Hackett 
(facing forward) hugs Randolph-Henry opponent Taylor Trent in a show of good 
sportsmanship at the conclusion of Saturday’s battle between the two squads for 
the Class 2 State Championship. 


