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Saturday, May 22

SMITHFIELD VFW POST 
BREAKFAST - Community breakfast 
at post open to all at 223 
Washington St., near Smith� eld 
Library. Donation of $9 gets you 
scrambled eggs, bacon, grits, 
sausage gravy, hash browns, 
mixed fruit juice, coffee and fried 
cornbread. Proceeds help support 
VFW programs in our community. 
Call 757-542-5785.

FIELD DAY - A Field Day at Nike 
Park will take place from 3 to 
5 p.m. at the Nike Park Picnic 
Pavilion, 13036 Nike Park Road, 
Carrollton. The rain date will be 
May 23 at the same time and 
place. This � eld day will offer 
outdoor games and activities for 
adults with special needs and 
their families. Snacks and drinks 
will be served, and representatives 
from local organizations will be 
on hand to offer information 
on programs and resources for 
adults with special needs. CDC 
guidelines will be followed; please 
wear a mask. Email jjeffrey@
isleofwightus.net or call 357-2291 
for more information. This event 
is sponsored by the Isle of Wight 
County Task Force on Adults with 
Special Needs.

Monday, May 24

ISLE OF WIGHT REPUBLICAN 
MEETING - 7 p.m. at the Hampton 
Inn, 200 Vincents Crossing, 
Smith� eld.

Friday, May 28

CAMPBELL’S CHAPEL AME 
CHURCH - drive-through Food 
Pantry Distribution 1 to 5 p.m., 
20279 Brewers Neck Blvd., 
Carrollton, VA 23314

Monday, May 31

ISLE OF WIGHT MEMORIAL DAY 
CEREMONY -  There will be a 
traditional Memorial Day Ceremony 
at the Isle of Wight Veteran’s 
Memorial in Smith� eld. Sponsored 
by American Legion Post 49, it 
will begin at 11 a.m. The guest 
speaker for the event is Dale 
Chapman, an American Legion 
past department, district, and post 
commander, and recently retired 
department adjutant. Following the 
ceremony, the Legion will provide 
lunch for all attendees at the 
Post, 818 South Church Street in 
Smith� eld. 

Saturday, June 5

SMITHFIELD VA EVENT CONCERT 
SERIES - Windsor Castle Park. 
Limited tickets available, 750 
attendees each day, socially 
distanced. You may bring your 
own chair or blanket. Beverage 
and food vendors will be on site. 
This is a 21 and up event. No 
children, pets or baby strollers. 
The Deloreans will perform. For 
tickets or more information, visit 
www.smith� eldvaevents.com or 
call Gina at 757-869-0664.

Sunday, June 6

SMITHFIELD VA EVENT CONCERT 
SERIES - Windsor Castle Park. 
Limited tickets available, 750 
attendees each day, socially 
distanced. You may bring your 
own chair or blanket. Beverage 
and food vendors will be on site. 
This is a 21 and up event. No 
children, pets or baby strollers. 
Brasswind will perform. For tickets 
or more information, visit www.
smith� eldvaevents.com or call 
Gina at 757-869-0664.

Thursday, June 10

FOODBANK AT THE SMITHFIELD 
MOBILE PANTRY - 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
at the Joseph Luter Sportsplex, 
900 W. Main St. Participants will 
get a free box of food containing 
protein, fresh produce and dairy. 
Food will be given in a drive-
through manner with volunteers 
placing the food in the vehicle’s 
trunk. For everyone’s safety, 
volunteers will be unable to 
place food inside the car due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, so come 
with lots of space in your trunk.

2021 Hammy Awards
Have a favorite teacher, pastor, home health care 

nurse? How about a favorite real estate agent, insurance 
agent or financial adviser? Is there a favorite restaurant 
that your family just loves? The answer is undoubtedly 
a resounding yes!

Now is your chance to show your favorites some love 
and nominate them in The Smithfield Times Hammy 
Awards.

There are eight overall 
categories to choose from:

• Around Town
• Arts & Entertainment
• Best Overall
• Eating & Drinking
• Health & Wellness
• Services
• Shopping
• Sports & Fitness

Subcategories include everything from the best accounting 
firm to the best wait staff.

It’s simple to nominate. Just visit our website, smithfieldtimes.
com, click on the gray tab labeled Contests and look for Sammy 
the Hammy. Choose a category, make your nomination, and fill 
in your email address — it’s that easy. Continue and complete the 
registration form. Note you must register in order to nominate.

The Hammy Awards cover Surry and Isle of Wight counties, 
as well as the towns within them.

The nomination phase will close May 31 at 11:59 p.m. Once the 
nominations are tabulated, the top nominees in each category will 
advance to the voting round set to start in July.

Winners will be recognized in a special print and online section 
once the voting round has ended and the votes have been tallied 
and verified.

Spread the news and spread some love — tell your family and 
friends to nominate their favorites.

Ready, set, 
nominate! 

By Wilford Kale

You don’t have to read more 
than one page in Brian Castle-
berry’s novel to realize he’s an 
accomplished wordsmith.

“Nine Shiny Objects,” (Custom 
House, 336 pgs., $27.99) his debut 
novel, is an interesting approach 
to a story — divided into nine 
segments in different historical 
settings, beginning in 1947.

What begins as a story of UFOs 
and/or cults makes a remarkable 
transit through the last half of 
20th-century America. Castleber-
ry, in a short telephone conver-
sation, said he hoped the reader 
would “read and think about the 
country’s history over the last 50-
60 years, about racism” and about 
religious groups.

Quite frankly, this is not a 
piece of fiction for the reader to 
sit back and say “entertain me.” 
It really requires the reader to 
put themselves into the story 
and “invites them to understand 
the story,” he added. Castleberry 
explained that 
“certain ele-
ments of the 
s t o r y  h a p -
pen off stage, 
b e h i n d  t h e 
scene.”

Precise de-
tails have been 
omitted in var-
ious segments, 
while he lets 
the characters 
tell their own 
reflection of 
events.

An associate 
professor at the 
College of Wil-
liam & Mary 
for  the  past 
decade, Castle-

berry labors in the English de-
partment, specializing in creative 
writing — fiction and non-fiction. 
Many of his previously pub-
lished short stories have received 

cri t ical 
national 
acclaim.

This , 
his first 
n o v e l , 
was de-
veloped, 
he said, 
a f t e r 
“ t h i n k -
ing about 
s o m e 

ideas for a book — larger than a 
short story — and in the last few 
years things came together. It was 
an historical seed…”

The nine shiny objects were 
initially reported as nine pulsat-
ing lights viewed in the sky in 
newspaper accounts, UFOs if you 
wish, in a Chicago newspaper. 
Oliver Danville, a washed-up 
actor, decides to travel to Wash-

ington’s Cas-
cade Range to 
learn about 
the shiny ob-
jects himself.

“Seekers” 
were the peo-
ple who want-
ed to find out 
what the shiny 
objects were 
all about. In 
the end, how-
e v e r ,  t h o s e 
nine objects 
are, at least, 
nine lives tell-
ing their own 
“seekers” sto-
ries. 

N o v e l i s t 
Jenny Offill 
s a i d  o f  t h e 

book: “In this extraordi-
nary novel, Castleberry 
brilliantly hopscotches 
from person to person, 
from era to era, while 
somehow making all this 
fancy footwork look ef-
fortless and essential.”

Another great 
Churchill Book

A number of people 
in this area are quite 
fascinated about the life 
and times of Sir Winston 
Churchill, including my-
self, and pursue books in 
which he is the central 
formidable subject. There 
have been several such 
volumes here over the 
past two years.

“The Splen-
did and the Vile: 
A Saga of Chur-
chill, Family, 
and Defiance 
D u r i n g  t h e 
Blitz” (Crown, 
608 pgs., $32) by 
Erik Larson is 
one such study.

It’s a dash-
ing, smashing, 
r i v e t i n g  a c -
count of Chur-
chill’s first year 
as prime min-
ister — a time 
of the Blitz, the 
German air as-
sault on London 
and a time when 
h e  g a v e  h i s 
greatest speech-
es and “showed 
the world what 
c o u r a g e  a n d 
l e a d e r s h i p 
looked l ike,” 
Larson recalled.

U s i n g  i m -
portant archival material from 
the National Archives of the 
United Kingdom at Kew, the 
Churchill Archives Center at 
Churchill College, Cambridge 
and the Library of Congress 
in Washington and invaluable 
diaries, like that of Mary Chur-
chill Soames, the prime minis-
ter’s youngest child, Larson was 
able to create an astonishing 
narrative. Also, government 
documents, only recently made 
public, add to the luster of the 
chronicle.

As he stressed, the quoted 
material was either spoken or 
written and made it possible 
for an almost day-by-day, week-
by-week account of Churchill’s 
leadership task, the role of his 
family and military officials and 
his friends, the “Secret Circle” 
during this frightful period.  

Larson also broke the narra-
tive into segments — chapters 
— of one page or 20 pages that 
enables the story to move rapidly 
along.

The book does not bog down. 
It’s highly readable and pro-
vides insight and detail into the 
background of numerous events 
that all too often are given short 
shrift, like Churchill’s weekend 
retreats, not to the prime minis-
ter’s country house, Chequers, 
but to Ditchley in Oxfordshire.

The author of six New York 
Times bestsellers, including 
“The Devil in the White City” and 
“Dead Wake: The Lost Crossing 
of the Lusitania,” Larson has 
probably written his best book 
here.

Virginia and the 
Stagecoach 

One of the late 18th and early 
19th century’s more esoteric sub-
jects is the stagecoach, routinely 
thought of as a vehicle from the 
“Wild West” or at least west of the 
Mississippi in the development of 
the nation’s west.

Not so, says Virginia C. Johnson 
in her book, “Virginia by Stage-
coach” (The History Press, 194 
pgs., $21.99). The stagecoach has 
a remarkable history in Virginia.

Early on, after the establish-
ment of the postal service in the 
late colonial years, the stage-
coaches carried the mail and, 
later, passengers. Taverns and 
inns were established at intervals 
between major towns catering to 
transportation — where stage-
coaches need to take breaks.

Johnson, digital services li-
brarian at the Rappahannock Re-
gional Library in Fredericksburg, 
has collected an amazing number 
of stories and tales related to Vir-
ginia stagecoach adventures, in-
cluding personalities involved in 
the stagecoach trade. She writes 
about a number of these stops.

The volume also includes, 
at the end, “places in Virginia 
where you can get a taste of older 
times, sometimes literally, as old 
and seemingly old taverns and 
inns offer comfortably modern 
hospitality with a historic flair,” 
she wrote.

Wilford Kale, of Williamsburg, 
is a retired journalist and commu-
nications professional. His email 
address is kale-house@aol.com.

Historical books thrill readers
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