
B
efore social media allowed everyone to post photos of their homes adorned for 
the holidays, mom and dad would pack the family into the car and drive around 
to admire the Christmas lights. 

Reminiscent of that family trek, the Rappahannock Record reporters took to local 
highways and byways, searching for the most decorated and brightly lit homes and 
businesses. Here is just a sampling of what we found. 

Some homeowners, like Linda Gaskins and Maurice Luckham in Irvington, encour-
age visitors to park and stroll the grounds looking at their lights and decorations. 
Others call for a slower drive by. 

We encourage everyone to bring back that family tradition of “riding around looking 
at Christmas lights” during this holiday season. Be sure to check out the ones we’ve 
found and seek out others we may have missed. 

Happy Trails and Merry Christmas!
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Illumination overload: 

      Photos by 
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi, 

AnnGardner Eubank, 

Jackie Nunnery and 

Robert Mason Jr.

Light up Christmas

A lighted nativity scene, along with other large lawn decorations, can be 
seen at Front Porch Coffee House, 139 S. Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

Christmas trees come in all sizes and shapes, it’s all a matter of 
illumination and 
ornamentation!

The entire lawn is all aglow at the 
home of Linda Gaskins and Maurice 
Luckham in Irvington. They welcome 
visitors to stroll the display. 

This residence at 27 Byway Circle in Kilmarnock 
was one of the first to display holiday lights in the 
Northern Neck this season.

Icicle lights, wreaths and a Christmas tree are 
among the decorations at Out of the Oven 
Bakery, 549 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone. 

One of several 
lighted yard 
decorations, 

this little pup is 
mailing a package 

at Liz Moore & 
Associates, 276 

North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock. 

Ma Margaret’s House Bed & Breakfast, 249 Greenfield Road, Reedville, shares the feelings of 
the season. 

Santa reels one in at Joe Self Realty, 580 Northumberland Highway, Callao. The display 

tied with RW’s Sports for first place for Best “Nauti” Theme and won second place “Best 

Decorated Business” by the Callao Hometown Community Association. 

Admire the lighted 
pups and the life-size 

snowman greeting 
guests at the door at 

Liz Moore & Associates 
at 276 North Main 

Street, Kilmarnock. 
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Santa, you’ve got mail!
Following a longtime tradition, the Rappahannock Record asked children throughout 

the community to share their Christmas wishes with Santa through these pages. 
Parents and teachers were asked to make sure that handwritten letters were concise and 

legible; and that letters include the child’s first and last names, age and hometown. 
The Record staff strived to keep the letters as close to the original as possible, so readers 

may find some unusual spellings, capitalizations and grammar, but the Christmas spirit is 
evident in each one.

Letters to Santa

The lighthouse is the centerpiece of the holiday lights at RW’s Sports, 
1434 Northumberland Highway, Callao. The display tied with Joe Self 
Realty for Best “Nauti” Theme and won first place “Best Decorated 
Business” in the Callao Hometown Community Association contest. 

Dozens of lighted inflatables wave to 
travelers from a lawn in the 8400 block of 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster. 

This home on Irvington Road decorates for many 

holidays throughout the year.

The McCoy residence, 1689 Goodluck Road, Kilmarnock, 
includes a lighted nativity scene and dozens of lighted trees 
and figurines. 

Don’t just drive by Elbourn Electrical, 332 Chesapeake Drive, White Stone. 
Stop and tune your radio to 93.3 FM and enjoy the synchronized light show. 

This house at 670 Jessie duPont Memorial Highway 
in Burgess has a little bit of everything that makes 
holiday lights fun and magical. 

Light up Christmas

Dear Santa,
Thank you for loving me and 

all the presents you give me. I 
try very hard to be good all 
year long.

Love, 
Stratten Rice, age 6
Heathsville

Dear Santa,
Golden Retriever. Golden 

NERF gun. I Pad. Turbo bot. 
Motorcyale. Tob Wach. Nin-
tendo. Dino charge gun. Power 
Ranger.

Love, 
Justice Walker, age 6
Heathsville

Dear Santa,
I have been a good girl. I 

am asking for lots of L.O.L.s, 
iPhone 12, clothes, fake nails, 
jewzrly box, a big girl vanity.

Love,
Graceleigh Ambrose, age 7
Callao

Dear Santa,
I want a yoyo. I want a dog. I 

would also like a bouncy ball. 
Some Spiderman toys, Hulk 
toys and Power Ranger toys, 
motorcycle toys and games for 
my Nintendo Switch and some 
books to read. Also don’t forget 
about my friends and family 
and teachers! Thank you.

Love,
KayDee Owens, age 4
Northumberland

Dear Santa Claus,
My name is Andy. I am 6 

years old. This year I have 
been a good and bad boy. I 
would like a real bow, a bike, 
a remote control Batman truck 
that can go on any terrain, 
Star Wars Legos and dinosaur 
Legos. Thank you for reading 
my letter. I hope you have a 
safe trip across the world.

Love,
Andy Crissey, age 6
Irvington

Dear Santa,
I love that you giv us 

presints. evrey butey Love’s 
your presints and can you give 

me a puppy?
Love,
Layne Keplinger, age 6
Weems

Dear Santa,
I want Paw Patrol.
Love,
Ayden Hurt, age 4
Heathsville

Dear Santa,
I would like a doll please.
Love,
Soleil Ball, age 4
Heathsville

Dear Santa,
I would like a Barbie doll 

and I want a fish. And some 
pink JoJo books. Thank you. 
So bye bye. Hope you have a 
good day.

Love,
Daleiya Wilson, age 4
Northumberland

Dear Santa,
This year I’ve been a good 

girl! I go to school. I help my 
mom and stepdad around the 
house cleaning, along with my 
little brother. For Christmas 
I want a toy dog and a Barbie 
doll and something for my 
little brother, mom and step-
dad. Thank you.

Love,
Masiva Ball, age 5
Northumberland

Dear Santa,
I would like a yellow dirt 

bike. If I get this I will have 
your cookies and milk. You can 
bring my brother something 
too. Thanks.

Love,
Kaileb Kelly, age 4
Callao

Dear Santa,
I Brantley Chance am asking 

for a hunting bow and a pitch-
ing machine and American flag 
catchers gear and a can am x3 
toy and a drone and a hunting 
dog.

Love,
Brantley Chance, age 9
Weems

Dear Santa,
I want a Pop it and connect 

four. You can give me what-
ever you want, but please give 
the less fortunate lots of toys. 
Santa I hope you have a safe 
trip.

Love,
Shad Johnson, age 7
Heathsville

Dear Santa,
I want a L.O.L. doll and 

L.O.L. house. I also want a 
bike. I would like for you to 
take toys to the sick children. I 
pray your trip is safe.

Love,
Sanaa Johnson, age 7
Heathsville

Dear Santa,
I want a Pokemon Pop it, a 

picture of my house with my 
family,  5 race tracks and 15 
racecars. The elves will tell I 
have been good.

Love,
Blair Lane, age 6
Reedville

Dear Santa,
I have been pretty good this 

year. This year I would like a 
net for baseball, blue bike, 
bookmark with Captain Amer-
ica on it and action figures. 
My little brother, Easton, has 
been good too! He would like a 
glove to play baseball with me, 
firetrucks, snacks and toys.

Love,
Tanner Saunders, age 3
Easton Saunders, age 1
Chesapeake

Dear Santa,
My name is Nylah. I am 6 

years old. I wear a size 10 in 
clothes and a size 2 in shoes. I 
would like Pop Its, play make 
up, squishy toys and a camera 
for Christmas. Thank you!! 

God bless you!
Love,
Nylah Castro, age 6
Cicero, IL

Dear Santa,
My name is Arion. I am 9 

years old. I wear a sise 14 in 
clothes and I am 6 in shoes. I 
would like a duel disk, Poke-
mon cards, lazer toy game and a 
NERF for Christmas. Thank you 
and God bless you. PS lowe you.

Love,
Arion Collins, age 9
Cicero, IL

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I would 

like a cotton candy machine 
and shoes with springs so I 
can bounce on shoes! Merry 
Christmas!

Love,
Elise Sterrett, age 9
Irvington

Dear Santa,
Thank you for flying around 

the whole world in one night. It 
is just so kind of you to bring 
presets to all the boys and girls 
around the world so thank you. 
Here is my wish list. A cute 
outfit for my puppy. A colonial 
doll outfit with acesories for a 
18 inch doll, a baby monitor 
for fostering kittens. The Kluts 
cooking set with wisk. Merry 
Xmas and a happy New Year!!

Love,
Abriella Harrington, age 9
White Stone

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I would like 

some action figures and con-
nect 4 game. I would like 
everyone to have a Merry 
Christmas.

Love,
Gene, age 5
Callao

Dear Santa,
Remote car, motorcycle, 

track toys, book bag, piñata, 
phone, horse.

Love,
Noah Myers, age 5
Reedville

Dear Santa,
I hope I have been good. For 

Christmas, I want roller skates 
size 2 and a baking set and a 
cookbook, and a kids knife.

Love,
Kelsie Gutknecht, age 8
White Stone

Dear Santa,
I hope I have been a good 

kid. I want roller skates size 
13 for Christmas and a big 
soft blanket and a portable Hot 
Wheels track.

From,
Easton Gutknecht, age 7
White Stone

Dear Santa,
I hope I have been good. 

What I want for Christmas is 
Bluey house and figurines and 
a Baby Alive and roller skates 
size 11.

Love,
Leah Gutknecht, age 5
White Stone

Dear Santa,
I hope that you and Mrs. 

Clause have had a good year. 
I know that you and your elf ’s 
are getting things ready for all 
the children.

Santa, could you please 
bring me some army things, 
some clothes and videos. 
Please don’t forget my mom, 
my brother Briar, my dog Skee-
ter, and my breaded dragon 
Jingle Bells.

I’ll leave you some milk and 
cookies.

Merry Christmas Santa.

Your friend,
Kiptyn Cockrell, age 12
Burgess

Dear Santa,
I’ve, been a real good boy 

and doing real good in school 
this year.

Santa, could you please 
bring me some transformers 
and army stuff.

Santa, could you elf’s make 
my breaded dragon some 
clothes. My dog Skeeter needs 
a big bag of bones. Please don’t 
forget my mom, my brother 
Kiptyn.

I hope that everyone has a 
great Christmas.

Your friend,
Briar Cockrell, age 9
Burgess

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I would like 

some PlayDoh, a VR headset, 
a toy food truck, a baby toy 
for my little brother Junior, 
earrings for mommy, tools for 
Daddy, crossword puzzles for 
Nanny, and for my family to 
have a good Christmas.

From,
Da’Janay Corsey, age 6
Wicomico

Dear Santa,
My name is Jace and I’m in 

preschool. I’ve been working 
really hard on preparing for 
Kindergarten next year!

For Christmas this year I’d 
like a Megladon Car Wash, 
Nerf guns, monster trucks, and 
a Rhinomite RC truck please.

And Santa, please don’t 
forget my pets, they’ve been 
really good too! Give your 
reindeer lots of love for me.

Love,
Jace Joyner, age 5
Lancaster

The lawn of Allure Art 
Center in White Stone 
is adorned with holiday 

lights, ornaments and 
other festive decorations. 

Residents of 2751 White Chapel Road in Lively are spreading 
Christmas cheer with a variety of holiday inflatables and 
festive lights. 
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Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties appear. 
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Traditional Chesapeake Bay work-
boats are moored on Antipoison 
Creek in Lancaster County. 

Photo by Lisa HInton-Valdrighi
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8 • Bay HERITAGE  September 30, 2021

Sites of forgotten towns
dot Northern Neck and
Middle Peninsula areas

Bygones 

C
or

ne
r 

by Larry S. Chowning

Kayan Post Office opened on Feb. 
20, 1920 on the Little Wicomico 

River across the river from Sunny-
bank Post Office and closed March 
31, 1933. It still stands today. Photo 

by Larry Chowning
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Amburg
Amburg today is part of the Deltaville commu-

nity. The only physical reminder of the name is the 
all-Black church named First Baptist Church of 
Amburg.

Matthew Glenn was the first postmaster of 
Amburg Post Office founded in 1891. The post 
office was located in Thomas F. Hundly’s General 
Merchandise store and it was later run by the Gem-
mill family. The family operated the post office in 
the store from 1914 to 1960.

The last active postmaster was Ivy T. Gemmill 
and the post office closed on July 31, 1960 when it 
was consolidated with Deltaville Post Office.

Although some people might have forgotten 
Amburg, the name is etched in maritime history. 
Boatbuilder Linwood Price built boats in the 1920s 
and he lived in Amburg. Price built a ton of boats in 
the mid-1920s and specified the location of where 
each one was built as "at Amburg, Va."

One of the most valuable sources in identifying 
boats is the United States Coast Guard National 
Vessels Documentation Center in Fall Waters, W. 
Va. The information lists names of the boats and  
the location of the builder. Although most people 
think of Deltaville as being the primary site of 
commercial wooden boatbuilding, before Amburg 
became Deltaville, it was a boatbuilding center too.

During the 1880s-90s, the U.S. 
Postal Service expanded service 
throughout the United States cre-

ating little post offices in country stores, 
gristmills, steamboat landings and places 
where the public frequented.
The major drive was to have a post office 

within walking distance of as many people 
as possible. If the location already had a 
name, it got a new post office. But if there 
was no name for the location, it often 
received a post office and a name too.
As transportation improved, the need for 

a post office on every corner went away 
and often when the post office went away 
the commercial life that had developed 
around it went away too — along with the 
memory of its name.

This is an interior photo of the old Hundly Store at Amburg. The little boy is Warren Johnston. Photo 
courtesy of Middlesex County Museum

Library of Congress records state that Thomas F. Hundly was postmaster of 
Amburg Post Office from June 1893 to March 1914. This photo of his store 
and post office was taken sometime during that period. Amburg Post Office 
was established March 1891. Matthew Glenn was the first postmaster. Photo 
courtesy Nola Watson
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Regent
The community of Regent is located on Locklies 

Creek and at the end of the 19th century was a thriv-
ing little neighborhood. It got its name in 1894 when 
John Cornelius Clarke, while filling out a post office 
application, heard a customer in the store order a box 
of Regent starched man’s collars. Clarke wrote down 
the name Regent as a suggested post office name.

Regent Store was built on a peninsula overlooking 
Locklies Creek and many of its customers came by 
water. There was a strong water-related commerce 
near the store with two railways and a blacksmith 
shop close by.

The post office closed July 31, 1955 with mail from 
that neighborhood being transferred to Syringa Post 
Office.

The old Regent Store and former post office still 
stands today as a reminder of a once thriving little 
neighborhood. 

Monaskon     
Monaskon in Lancaster County was a busy place 

in the late 1860s. Addison Lombard (A.L.) Carter ran 
a flourishing general merchandise store and oyster-
packing business there and provided his own printed 
notes to local oystermen for store credit in exchange 
for oysters.

Under his own “First National Oyster Bank” Carter 
went to some length to lithograph one and two dollar 
and 10 and 25 cents bills. After the Civil War, there 
was a real shortage of money on the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula and entrepreneurs like Carter 
had to be creative in finding ways to keep cash flow-
ing and the local economy moving forward.

A center of Monaskon economy was Monaskon 
Wharf. Raymond Dobyns and wife Jennie purchased 
the wharf in 1920 and ran a successful business con-
sisting of a store, post office, vegetable canning fac-
tory and oyster packing house. The once flourishing 
commercial business associated with steamboats and 
oysters at Monaskon is gone today and the shoreline 
is now composed of residential homes and agriculture 
fields.

Streets
The only thing left that would alert a passerby the 

community of Streets ever existed is three miles west 
of the Town of Urbanna. It is a narrow paved road 
named Streets Lane going into Hampstead Farm.

For years the building that now houses Big Oak 
Cafe was known as Streets Post Office. There was 
a United States Post Office at Streets from 1889 to 
1932.

The first postmaster was Edward W. Beazley, who 
was confirmed on Feb. 9, 1889. Streets remained the 
name of the community until post office officials 
renamed the post office Remlik on Feb. 1, 1932. 

Quintus C. and Richard F. Hillard were the second 
and third postmasters from 1896 to 1901, which may 
mean that Streets Post Office was located at Hillard’s 
Gristmill for a while, which was at Hillard’s Millpond 

Addison Lombard Carter ran a general merchandise store in 
Monaskon in Lancaster County and provided printed notes to 
local oystermen for store credit in exchange for oysters. He 
owned a sail powered schooner and bugeye used to buy oysters 
and to haul freight. His store was one of the largest in the area.  
Photo courtesy of Louise Jesse

When filling out a United States Post Office application, storekeeper John Cornelius Clarke 
put as the name of the proposed post office, Regent. At the same time he was filling out the 
application, a customer came into the store and ordered a box of Regent starched men’s col-
lars and Clarke wrote on the application Regent as his location of business. Pictured above 
is the store Clarke was operating when he filled out that application. Regent Post Office was 
open from 1894 to 1955. Photo by Larry Chowning

The pilothouse of the Herman M. Krentz is the centerpiece display on the grounds of the 
Reedville Fishermen’s Museum. It was built at a boatyard in Kayan. Photo by Larry Chowning 
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General merchant Julius F. Hughes ran Streets Store and post office from 1901 
until it was sold to James M. Derieux in 1920. This 1907 Bank of Middlesex 
check confirms that J. F. Hughes and Streets, Va. was there on Aug. 16, 1907. 
Photo courtesy of Mary and Danny Loving

When this photo was taken, Streets Post Office was owned and operated by Julius F. 
Hughes. The post office and community was renamed Remlik in 1932. Remlik is Kilmer 
spelled backwards. It was named for Willis Sharpe Kilmer of Binghamton, N.Y., who pur-
chased a large farm near Streets. Dr. Kilmer’s Swamproot Liver and Bladder Cure was the 
avenue that made the Kilmer family wealthy. Photo courtesy of Otis Ryman

owned by the Hillards.     
At the turn of the 20th century, Julius F. Hughes 

was owner of Streets General Merchandise store. He 
was confirmed as the postmaster on Feb. 9, 1901. 
Many people remember the store being run by James 
M. Derieux, who was postmaster from 1920 to Feb. 
1, 1932 when the name changed from Streets to 
Remlik.

Although, it is unclear as to how Streets got its 
name, the surname Street was very common in 
Middlesex and Essex counties. The family genera-
tionally was in the general store business. Maynard 
Street owned one of the largest stores in Middlesex 
County in Saluda. A member of the Street family 
could have started out in business in a smaller store 
such as at Streets.

Kayan
Kayan in Northumberland County was one of 

the gateways to Reedville. A ferry across the Little 
Wicomico River still connects to Sunnybank on the 
road to Reedville.

Kayan Post Office opened in 1920 and Straughan 
Richardson was the first postmaster. He operated a 
general merchandise store at the ferry landing. The 
post office closed in 1933 and mail was moved to 
Ophelia Post Office.

Like Amburg, Kayan has an interesting boatbuild-
ing history. Before moving to Harryhogan where he 
opened Krentz Marine Railway, Herman M. Krentz 

The Herman M. Krentz was built at Kayan in 1928 by boat-
builder Herman M. Krentz. The photo was taken in August 
1930. Photo courtesy of George and Becky Butler

built boats at his boatyard at Kayan.
Krentz built large boats on the shore and docu-

mentation of this is in the United States Coast Guard 
Documentation Center. One of the largest boats 
built at Kayan was the Doswell S. Edwards an 80- 
x 24-foot menhaden steamer built in 1926. It was 
owned by Beaufort Fisheries, N. C. in 1946. Over its 
life, the boat worked out of Reedville, Beaufort and 
New York ports.

Probably the most well known of the Kayan-built 
boats is the deck boat Herman M. Krentz. She was 
built and named at Kayan in 1928. The pilothouse 
of the Herman M. Krentz is today the centerpiece of 

the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum’s outside mari-
time collection.

Today, Kayan is just a stop when waiting for a 
ride on the Sunnybank Ferry, but 100 years ago it 
was the commercial hub of that area where people 
came daily to work at the boatyard and shop at the 
Kayan Store.

History is scattered up down the roadsides of the 
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula and is often 
forgotten and ignored. Whenever there is an iso-
lated roadside sign with very little activity around 
it — it’s a good bet that life was once busy there. It 
has a name for a reason!

     
     
  




