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On this day
In 1988, the space shuttle Discovery left 
the Kennedy Space Center to release a 
satellite into orbit.

SAHARA SRIRAMAN
Spectrum Editor

ETAL CHAIN BREASTPLATES 
that reflect the sunlight, blush-col-
ored velvet suits and leather mini 

handbags are just some of the pieces fea-
tured in VCU alumna Kylie Rose Carroll’s 
clothing collection, Divine Proportions.

Rose’s collection was chosen to be part of 
the Council of Fashion Designers of Amer-
ica’s Fashion Future Graduate Showcase 
2021, and launched on the CFDA’s Run-
way 360 website on Sept. 7 for New York 
Fashion Week. The program itself is meant 
to highlight the talent of 2020 fashion grad-
uates and honor the difficulty they faced in 
school during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
according to its website.

Rose, who is a current fashion student 
working to get her Master of Fine Arts in 
the Parsons Paris fashion design and the 
arts program, said she was nominated for 
the award by one of her fashion professors.

“They were seeking nominations of grad-
uates who the faculty members felt were the 
up-and-coming names and brains of fash-
ion, with an emphasis on things like having 
a greater purpose as a designer,” Rose said.

She said the clothing collection, Di-
vine Proportions, is focused on how so-
cietal standards of beauty for women can 
be harmful, especially because women are 
often told they need to look a certain way 
that forces them to fit into society’s stan-
dards of beauty. A lot of the inspiration for 
this project came from Rose’s journey with 

learning how to love and appreciate her own 
body, according to the artist.

“I deeply relate to the societal pressures 
to, like, watch your appearance and watch 
your weight and have your hair and makeup 
done,” Rose said. “Things I think can have 
really negative and harmful effects on wom-
en and have had really negative and harmful 
effects on me.” 

She said that although she was inspired 
by her own femininity, her clothing and ac-
cessories can be worn by anyone, regardless 
of their gender.

“It exists beyond an experience that 
someone who identifies as a woman might 
have,” Rose said about her clothing line. “I 
think everyone experiences this in different 
ways and it’s very universal.”

She said she wanted this project, along 
with most of her work, to challenge society’s 
disapproval when it comes to talking about 
body image issues.

“It’s about challenging the way things 
function, the way you think 
about things, what you are 
told you should be expect-
ed to be or how you think 
you are expected to act,”  
Rose said.

She said that she tried to 
savor and feel proud when 

her pieces launched on Runway 360’s site 
on Sept. 7, even though she is currently in 
school. She felt even more of an honor to be 
recognized on the site when she saw other 
designers she was a fan of on there as well.

“It’s pretty amazing and it’s an amazing 
opportunity,” Rose said.

She said VCU taught her 
to get the most out of all her 
experiences, even if they are 
limited. Rose also said she 
believes that you can only 
get what you want if you 
put the effort in. 

“I got everything I could 
out of my experience at 
VCU and that was because 
I took a lot of initiative 
on my own, the professors 
were always there to help 
you,” Rose said. “I was re-
ally able to design my 
own experience at VCU 
and get the most out of it  
as possible.”

Hawa Stwodah, an as-
sistant professor of fashion 
design, said she first worked 
with Rose when she was a 
sophomore, preparing her 
design package for the In-
ternational Fur Federation’s 
ReMix Student Fur Design 
Competition, which St-
wodah oversaw. 

“It was great seeing 
her develop as a designer  

because she really wanted to master her 
craft,” Stwodah said. 

After Stwodah worked with Rose when 
she was applying for fashion scholarships, 
she was her professor during Rose’s last 
years at VCU. Stwodah also mentored Rose 
when she was in the process of applying to 
be a finalist for the CFDA award.

“She’s a forward thinker, she is going 
to change the structure of the industry,” 
Stwodah said. “That is something we’re al-
ways trying to push in our students; make a 
change, make it better, do something new.”

Kimberly Guthrie, associate chair of the 
VCUarts fashion design and merchandising 
department, said that Rose was “extremely 
resourceful,” always going above and beyond 
with her work.

“She knew what she needed to do to get 
the project done but was always curious and 
wondered about what work could she do or 
in what way could she think to make that 
project elevated,” Guthrie said.

Guthrie said that she is proud of Rose 
for having her pieces displayed on Runway 
360 and is glad that Rose and her work are 
getting the recognition they deserve. 

She said Rose’s work isn’t mainstream, 
but will have major effects on the indus-
try, such as challenging fashion norms 
and pushing for the restructuring of as-
pects of the industry, including inclusivity  
and sustainability.

“It might seem like a small representa-
tion, but its ripple effects are bigger and I 
think she will inspire all of the students be-
hind her,” Guthrie said.

VCU fashion alumna recognized 
nationally, expands fashion presence

M

She’s a forward thinker, 
she is going to change 
the structure of the 
industry.”
Hawa Stwodah, assistant 
professor of fashion design

1: Model Michelle Owusu wears pieces from Kylie Rose Carroll’s clothing collection, including the two-
tone leather coat dress and the leather breastplate. Photo courtesy of Elissa Rumford
2: Model Shelby Davies wears a beaded leather harness top, beaded breastplate bustier and 
drawstring slip dress. Photo courtesy of Elissa Rumford

From left: Amani Synclare, Michelle Owusu, Shelby Davies and Rubén Pagán-Ramos. 
Models wearing various pieces from Kylie Rose Carroll’s clothing collection, Divine 
Proportions, which was chosen to be part of the Council of Fashion Designers of 
America’s Fashion Future Graduate Showcase 2021. Photo courtesy of Elissa Rumford
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Stat of the week
Volleyball freshman setter Katrina Davis has 
been named the A-10 Rookie of the Week for 
matches played Oct. 4-10.

FIELD HOCKEY’S SUCCESS 
CARRIES ON FROM LAST YEAR’S 

CONFERENCE WIN
ARRICK WILSON
Contributing Writer

AST SEASON, THE FIELD HOCKEY 
team took home the Atlantic 10 Con-
ference championship title after de-

feating the Saint Joseph’s Hawks 2-0. This 
time around, the Rams have continued the 
success from last year’s championship, rank-
ing second among other A-10 teams.

The Rams started the season off with 
a 2-1 loss to American, but came out in 
their second game, bulldozing Villanova 
7-1. Junior forward Lonica McKinney led 
the Rams with a career-high four goals, 
and senior back Janne Wetzel, sophomore 
back Ashlyn Hughes and freshman for-
ward Maggie Goodwin all scored a goal. 
Wetzel has led the team with seven goals 
and McKinney has also had five goals for  
the season. 

For games played Aug. 30-Sept. 5, McK-
inney was named the A-10 Field Hockey 
Player of the Week and graduate midfielder 
Maite Sturm was named the A-10 Defensive 

Player of the Week. Wetzel was also named 
the A-10 Field Hockey Player of the Week 
for games played Sept. 13-19. 

The Rams are being led by Wetzel, who 
is sixth in the A-10 rankings in average 
shots per game at 2.90, sixth in shots on 
goal with 20 points, fourth in goals with 
seven points, second in game-winning goals 
with three points, third in average points 
per game at 1.60 and 10th in defensive saves 
per game at 0.10. 

Other Rams leading in the Atlantic 10 
categories include McKinney, Maite Sturm, 
senior back Litiana Field, graduate mid-
fielder Svea Sturm, senior midfielder Ly-
nea Gregory and freshman back Carolina 
Mujica-Robles. 

Currently, the women’s field hockey program 
is ranked No. 33 among all national Division 
I teams in the country. The Rams will be back 
in action on Sunday, at St. Louis University.

Junior forward Lonica McKinney competes against Davidson College in a conference game 
on Oct. 9. Photo by Megan Lee

The team huddles before an offensive corner against Davidson 
College. Photo by Megan Lee

Senior back Litiana Field passes the ball during a conference game against Davidson College. Photo by Megan Lee

The team celebrates after a goal against Davidson College. Photo by  
Megan Lee

Fifth year midfielder Maite Sturm dribbles 
toward the VCU offense against Davidson 
College on Oct. 9. Photo by Megan Lee

PHOTO STORY
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Contributing Writer

BEFORE THE 2020-21 SEASON, THE 
women’s basketball program 
made it to back-to-
back Atlantic 10 
championships, losing 
in both. The saying is 
“third time’s a charm,” and 
when the Rams made it 
to the championship for 
the third time, they took 
home a ring.

The black and gold took 
home their first A-10 cham-
pionship after defeating the 
Massachusetts Minutewomen 
81-69. This year should bring an-
other challenge for the Rams, as 
they try to bring another cham-
pionship ring to Richmond.  

Along with games, Ram 
fans should also look for the 
return of graduate guard Taya 
Robinson, who was an A-10 
All-Conference First Team 
member, an A-10 All-De-
fensive Team member, and 
last year’s leading scorer for 
the Rams. Another player fans 
should look for is sophomore 
Sarah Te-Biasu, who was a part 
of the A-10 All-Rookie Team 
and third-leading scorer for 
the Rams.

With a new season on 
the horizon, here’s a list of 
games to look forward to this 
season, with a mix of A-10 
championship tournament 
rematches, homecoming 
games, nonconference 
and rivalry matches.

The annual VCU homecoming is shaping 
into play as the Rams will play the Blue 
Raiders at their opening game. The last 
time the Rams faced the Blue Raiders in 
2019, the Rams suffered a loss of a huge 
deficit, 86-63. This game should not only 
be an opening party for the Rams, but a 
celebratory win for homecoming week. 

The rivalry between 
VCU Athletic teams and 

Old Dominion University 
teams continues. Last sea-

son, the Monarchs defeated 
the Rams in overtime 81-76. 

Then, ODU senior Victoria 
Morris led the Monarchs past the 

Rams with a career-high record of 
31 points. Te-Bisasu and then-se-
nior Sydnei Archie led the Rams in 
points with 18 and 17 points re-
spectively. Fans can look forward 
to the rivalry game this fall after 
such a close loss last season.

This game will open the A-10 
conference play for the Rams. 
Last season, the Rams defeat-
ed the Explorers 63-62 in an 
overtime thriller in February. 
Madison Hattix-Covington, 
now a redshirt senior, led 

the Rams in points with 15 
points and Te-Bisasu also had 

13 points. This game should set 
the tone for the rest of the con-
ference play, as the Rams look to 
better their 10 wins and five losses 
from last season.

Before last season’s game against 
the Spiders, the Rams had defeated 

Richmond in five straight games, 
but the Rams ultimately fell to 

the Spiders 69-64 on Jan. 24. 
Even though Robinson scored 
a team-high 16 points, it wasn’t 
enough to hold back the Spi-

ders. This season, the intercon-
ference rivalry will be tested again as the 
Rams try to reclaim dominance over their 
intercity rival.

The 2020 reigning Atlantic 10 champions, 
Dayton, entered the 2021 A-10 champi-
onship as the No. 1 seed. The Flyers’ con-
ference record in 2020-21 was an impres-
sive 12 wins with only one loss. The Rams 
upset the Flyers in a back-and-forth con-
test for the championship in 2021, 56-50. 
This season, it should be another highly 
contested game that will be televised on 
ESPNU. The Flyers should be on the look-
out for 2021 A-10 Defensive Player of the 
Year, graduate guard Araion Bradshaw, and 
A-10 All-Conference First Team member, 
graduate guard Jenna Giacone. This game 
is one of the few that will be televised for  
the Rams.

This season will be interesting for the Rams, 
as they will play in front of 7,500 rowdy 
spectators in the Stuart C. Siegel Center 
for the first time in over a year. This sea-
son, the Rams will attempt to bring their 
second A-10 championship win and 
advance to their fourth straight A-10  
championship game. 

The Rams will open up their season with the 
annual black and gold scrimmage on Oct. 16 
at 7 p.m. The game will be played at the Stu-
art C. Siegel Center. For ticket information, 
visit vcuathletics.com.

OCTOBER 7

GAME RESULTS
OCTOBER 6

OCTOBER 9

OCTOBER 10

OCTOBER 12

MEN’S SOCCER - VS. 
DUQUESNE 
WON 4-1
Atlantic 10 Conference

VOLLEYBALL - AT DAYTON
LOST 3-1
Atlantic 10 Conference

MEN’S SOCCER - 
VS. SAINT LOUIS 
LOST 4-1
Atlantic 10 Conference

FIELD HOCKEY - VS. DAVIDSON
WON 5-0
Atlantic 10 Conference

VOLLEYBALL - AT DUQUESNE
WON 3-0
Atlantic 10 Conference

GOLF 
6TH OF 12
Carolina Collegiate Invitational 
(Spartanburg, S.C.)

FIELD HOCKEY - 
VS. GEORGETOWN
LOST 1-0

MEN’S TENNIS
OVERALL 8-6
ITA All-American Championships 
(Tulsa, Okla.)

WOMEN’S TENNIS
OVERALL 0-2
ITA All-American Championships 
(Charleston, S.C.)

MEN’S TENNIS
OVERALL 8-10
River City Tennis Open (Henrico, Va.)

WOMEN’S SOCCER - 
VS. DAYTON
WON 3-1
Atlantic 10 Conference

Top 5 VCU women’s basketball 
games to look forward to this season

Graduate guard Taya Robinson looks for the pass against La Salle on Feb. 18. Photo by Megan Lee

Homecoming — 
VCU vs. Middle 
Tennessee: Nov. 12 (TBA)

Atlantic 10 — VCU at 
Richmond: Feb 2 (TBA)

Atlantic 10 — 
VCU at Dayton: Feb. 13 (TBA) 

Atlantic 10 Conference 
Opener — VCU at 
La Salle: Jan. 1 (TBA)

VCU vs. ODU: 
Nov. 21 (TBA)

Women’s basketball huddles during a 
Feb. 1 conference game against George 
Washington. Photo by Megan Lee

Redshirt senior Madison Hattix-Covington 
takes a free throw during the 63-62 final 
game against La Salle in the 2020-2021 
season. Photo by Megan Lee
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Continued from front page

ARLIER THIS YEAR, THE SPRING 
RVAFW was the first time they 
implemented in-person events 
primarily outdoors. They in-

cluded socially distanced fashion events 
throughout the week and used virtual 
streaming equipment for indoor events 
in order to reduce the amount of people 
in a closed space as much as possible. 

RVAFW has been an annual Rich-
mond event since 2008, meant to fea-
ture the area’s models, designers, busi-
nesses and stylists. The event highlights 
small businesses throughout Richmond 
through a variety of interactive events 
and activities throughout the week. 

This year’s finale show took place on 
Sunday at the Bon Secours Training 
Center, featuring 10 designers based in 
the Richmond area, including Verdalina, 
The Suit Brother, Liznel, Sisters’ Bou-
tique and 707 Fine Clothing.

The event was hosted by Miss Virginia 
2021 Heather Marie and NBC12 anchor 
Anthony Antoine. Every designer’s line 
was very personal, each drawing inspiration 
from different parts of their lives and per-
sonal experiences, according to the hosts.

“All of the designers were so creative 
but so unique at the same time,” said 
attendee Taniqua Jones, who said she’s 
a longtime supporter of the show. “Ev-
erything was beautiful in its own way.”

The show featured models of varying 
body types, racial backgrounds and heights.

“I thought it was very inclusive, 
very diverse,” said Britney Reynolds, a 
VCU alumna and spectator of the show.  

“I loved that they showed women and men, 
different cultures and ethnicities.”

Budd stated that it was great to have the 
week’s events completely in person after two 
years of having the event online. He stated 
that although it was extremely difficult to 
plan during the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
work paid off. 

“As far as having more attendees in person 
and a major runway show, I would say it has 
been very refreshing and encouraging for the 
future of event planning and people taking 
necessary precautions to be safe as we contin-
ue to navigate through this all,” Budd stated. 

All guests were required to wear masks 
when entering all events throughout the 
week, while staff members were given face 
shields to wear, according to Budd. RVAFW 
decided to require all guests, designers and 
employees to follow the same rules, due to 
the different businesses maintaining different 
safety guidelines. 

“We saw this pandemic affect everyone 
one way or another and I think our team 
has strengthened exponentially throughout 
this pandemic behind the scenes which has 
allowed us to spread so much positive en-
ergy to our community and to keep people 
motivated in pursuing their dreams during 
these difficult times,” Budd stated.

Gabriela Fernando, an employee 
from Lex’s of Carytown, said the 
bridal boutique was part of the run-
way show earlier in the week where 
they were able to showcase some of 
their pieces.

“It was amazing to be part of 
fashion week ourselves and show-
case some of the latest fall styles,”  
Fernando said. 

Lex’s of Carytown dressed 
Marie for the night in a black and 
green mesh, sequined Johnathan  
Kayne gown. 

Fernando said that although the 
boutique wasn’t part of the finale 
runway show on Oct. 10, she was 
thrilled to see all the different  
designers showcase their work.

“RVA Fashion Week is about 
inclusivity and I just really  
appreciate that and it’s real-
ly beautiful,” Fernando said. 
“We’re all coming togeth-
er after being apart for al-
most two years because of 
the pandemic and I think 
it’s really beautiful to see all 
the latest fashion from our  
community.”

Kay Woodson, a mod-
el who walked for multi-
ple designers — including 
Kill the Seam and Liznel 
— during the finale event, 

said she was glad to have a loud and  
engaging audience to walk for during 
the night.

Now that RVAFW is over, Woodson 
said she has mixed feelings about the 
week being wrapped up after working 
toward it for so long.

“It was a great week, all seven days 
were amazing,” Woodson said. 

“It’s bittersweet, I’m definitely 
going to miss the RVA Fash-
ion Week crowd and I can’t 
wait for the next one.”

On this day
In 2019, Simone Biles became the most decorated gymnast 
in history with her 25th medal at the World Championships.

I think this year has 
been so unique 
because it has tested 
how resilient we can all 
be during this pandemic 
and how to persevere 
through these 
challenging times.”
Jimmy Budd,  
Executive Director of Richmond 
Fashion Week

• RVA •
Fashion Week

Richmond Fashion Week’s fall 2021 finale runway show took place Oct. 10. RVAFW has been an annual event since 2008. Photos by Alessandro Latour

RICHMOND FASHION WEEK 2021 RETURNS: 
local designers express themselves through fashion

E

Model Meadow Batcheldor walks down 
the runway at Richmond Fashion Week 
wearing a dress by designer Liznel. Photo 
by Alessandro Latour

Photo illustration by Gabi Wood

FASHION WEEK


