
INSIDE: 
A special eight-page pullout section 
honors many of the graduating high 
school seniors in the Class of 2021.

A Promise Kept
When their dad died last year, Donn 

Pierre Langley asked his brother to 
promise to attend his graduation from 
Colgan High School in place of their 
father.

But as graduation day approached, 
Malik Langley was in training at the U.S. 
Army’s Airborne School at Fort Bragg, 
N.C, and it didn’t look like he would be 
able to come.

Donn walked across the stage to 
receive his diploma Saturday, without his 
dad or older brother – or so he thought. 
Malik was waiting at the bottom of the 
stairs in uniform. �e emotional reunion 
sent a round of applause through the 

audience.
“He wanted me to be here for him 

because my father wasn't going to be able 
to,” Malik Langley said in a video posted 
on the Prince William County Public 
Schools Facebook page. 

Malik told school o�cials he had to 
�ght hard to get the proper permissions 
to get away for the a�ernoon to surprise 
his brother, and he was required to return 

to Fort Bragg by the next morning.
“I just wanted to keep my promise up 

to him,” he said.
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That’s the Ticket
BY NOLAN STOUT
nstout@insidenova.com

Prince William County Del. Hala 
Ayala will be on the Democratic 
statewide ticket for the fall elec-

tion a�er winning Tuesday’s primary for 
lieutenant governor.

Ayala will be joined by former Gov. 
Terry McAuli�e, seeking the state’s top 
position again, and Attorney General 
Mark Herring, who is seeking a third 
term in that role, in an all-Northern Vir-
ginia ticket.  McAuli�e lives in McLean, 
and Herring is from Loudoun County. 

Ayala, who has served two terms in 
the General Assembly, won the lieu-
tenant governor nomination with 37.4% 
of the vote in the seven-way primary, 
according to uno�cial results from the 

Prince William’s Ayala 
wins lieutenant 
governor nod

INSIDE

Carter ousted 
in 50th District
» PAGE 10

King wins 
$1 million  
primary in 2nd 
» PAGE 10

McAuli�e cruises 
to victory
» PAGE 11

Del. Hala Ayala, who won the 
Democratic nomination to run 
for lieutenant governor, greets a 
primary voter at Beville Middle 
School in Woodbridge. 
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VIDEO ONLINE
» Visit InsideNoVa.com/multimedia to see 

video from the reunion

Malik Langley, right, surprised his young-
er brother, Donn, at Saturday’s Colgan High 
School graduation. 

JAMES A. LEPP|PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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2021InsideNoVa’s salute to 
Prince William’s class of

InsideNoVa/Prince William is delighted again this year to salute the thou-
sands of seniors who are graduating from Prince William area public and private 
high schools.  The nearly 300 photos found on the pages that follow were 
submitted by students and their parents for inclusion in this special section, and 
they appear under each school by alphabetical order based on the students’ 
�rst names. Thanks to the advertisers at the bottom of the pages whose support 
made this section possible. 

Visit the online gallery at www.insidenova.com/classof2021 for additional 
information about these seniors and to add your graduate’s photo. 

InsideNoVa �rst ran photos of graduating seniors last year, when graduation 
ceremonies were canceled or postponed due to the pandemic.  This year, restric-
tions were relaxed just in time to allow relatively normal ceremonies, but the 
Class of 2021 still missed out on many of the usual senior experiences and had to 
attend school at least partly virtually for the past 15 months. 

We couldn’t put it any better than Gar-Field High School principal Matthew 
Mathison, who told graduates last Friday afternoon at Ji�y Lube Live:

“Perhaps the learning opportunities gained and memories made were not as 
expected, but I know that each of us found creative ways to connect with others, 
supporting strong bonds to friends and families. We also mastered strides for-
ward, in mastering new tools for learning and communication. Yet, the pandem-
ic put barriers and obstacles higher than we could have imagined.

“Remember, you are here today because you persevered. You kept trying, and 
you overcame –  that is the real story of the class of 2021. You are all here today 
because you had grit, passion, perseverance and perspective. Never forget what 
it took to be successful this past year. Use it to build con�dence in yourself that 
you have it in you to overcome whatever obstacles may lie ahead.”   

Congratulations and best wishes to all of the graduates!
– Bruce Potter, Publisher, InsideNoVa

SALUTE TO CLASS OF 2021: BATTLEFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

Aidan Jones Aiden O’Neill Amanda Lund Ashleigh Kraemer Austin Hensley Blake Marterella Brett Laster Jr.

Brian Craig Cameron King Carsen Carroll David Rankin Grace K. Hermanson Grant Svenson Hanna Nelson

Hayden Forth Jason Green Julia Jean Justin Brown Kaden Forman Kaelen Starrs Kaitlyn Loggans

Kate Leigh Winters 
Firehammer

Mackenzie Wolfe Madeline Stone Mark Sparger II Matt Binkowski Matthew Bender Meghan Yancy

Monroe Capri Bryant Olivia Atadero Owen Anderson Raquel Vigil Riley Abell Ryan Sanati Sarah Byrne

So�a Calderon Sophia Sequino Tristen Olds Tucker Williams William Helton

ELECTION 2021ELECTION 2021
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InsideNoVa
presents 
our annual 
Community Guide: 
Resilience 
and Recovery
Meet local busi-
nesses, people 
and organizations 
from across Prince 
William who have 
adapted to the 
challenges brought 
on by the COVID-19 
pandemic and have 
not only survived, 
but also thrived. 

Among the stories 
you’ll �nd on 
these 24 pages:
» An event-management 

�rm pivoted online, and 
built new communities 
as a result

» A brewery that opened 
a second location – 
even as everything was 
shutting down

» A food services team 
that prepared 23 million 
meals

» An indoor play area 
that survived not just 
a pandemic but also 
supply chain issues

SPECIAL 
SECTION 

INSIDE

InsideNoVa

INSIDE

Resilience and Recovery
Prince William Community Guide 2021

After 18 months of turmoil, spotlighting local businesses 

and organizations that have survived – and thrived

Events are back this fall, as evidenced last weekend, when thousands of visitors descended on the town 
of Occoquan (top photo) for the Fall Arts & Crafts Show.  Across the county in Nokesville, an estimated 
20,000 people explored tanks and other military gear on display at the annual Tank Farm Open House 
event presented by the Americans in Wartime Museum Experience. And this Saturday, the Manassas Fall 
Jubilee returns after a one-year hiatus. PHOTOS BY PAUL LARA | INSIDENOVA

ARTS AND TANKS Kline Farm
developer 
trying new 
approach
Comprehensive plan 
amendment sought

BY NOLAN STOUT
nstout@insidenova.com 

�e developer behind the Kline 
Farm proposal near Manassas is 
again taking a di�erent approach.

The current property owners 
have submitted an application to 
change the long-range land-use 
designation of their land through 
Prince William County’s ongoing 
Comprehensive Plan update.

Stanley Martin Homes LLC has 
been trying for more than five 
years to gain approval of the proj-
ect southeast of the intersection of 
Prince William Parkway, Liberia 
Avenue and Wellington Road.

As part of the county’s Com-
prehensive Plan update, property 
owners can submit applications to 
change the designation for their 
parcels in the long-range land-use 
chapter. �e document serves as a 
guideline for the county’s land-use 
decisions, but does not bind the 
Board of County Supervisors to any 
decisions.

�e company �rst submitted an 
application for a project on the land 
in 2016, but it didn’t receive key 
zoning approvals. 

�e initial proposal was then re-
vised and submitted for a second 
try in 2019. At the time, the plan 
was for 310 residences, including 
houses and townhomes, 145,000 
square feet of commercial space, a 
park, three outdoor playing �elds 
and a site to be dedicated to the 
county for a school.

KLINE FARM   PAGE 13

MORE PHOTOS, COVERAGE:

Occoquan Fall Arts & Craft Show
» PAGE 7

Tank Farm Open House
» PAGE 10

More photos from both events 
online at InsideNoVa.com

Meet the InsideNoVa team at the 
Manassas Fall Jubilee on Saturday
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ODs on the Rise
Local o�cials look for 
solutions to addiction

BY JARED FORETEK 
jforetek@insidenova.com

�e courts, police and social services 
agencies in Prince William County and 
Manassas are all trying to do more to 
stem the rise in opioid addiction and 
overdoses in the area, but many say it 
isn’t enough to combat the easy access 
to highly addictive drugs and reverse na-
tional trends. 

�e number of overdoses and overdose 
deaths in the Prince William area has been 

surging, with the vast majority of them at-
tributed to opioids. 

In Prince William, total overdose deaths 
shot up from 65 in 2019 to 101 in 2020. 
Opioid deaths went from 54 to 88 and 
deaths related to fentanyl, a synthetic opi-
oid, jumped from 46 to 82. County police 
have not yet compiled statistics for this 
year. 

In Manassas, the number of report-
ed overdoses rose from 56 in 2019 to 64 
in 2020 and was at 57 for the �rst eight 
months of 2021. In all of 2020 there were 
10 fatal overdoses in the city. �is year 

Hungarian artist TakerOne is transforming a drab parking 
garage wall at Belmont Bay into a mural representing some of 

the wildlife found in the nearby Potomac River, including a but-
ter�y, a frog, a duck and an otter.  The three-story mural, nearly 

150 feet long, is part of George Mason University’s Potomac 
Science Center in the riverfront community.  A formal unveiling 
of the work is planned for Saturday. PHOTOS BY PAUL LARA | INSIDENOVA

A SPLASH OF COLOR

INSIDE

Read about how the mural came 
to be and see more photos
» PAGE 10
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Overdose Deaths 

Prince William other 
overdose deaths

Total overdose deaths in Prince William County and the city of Manassas increased 48% from 
2019 to 2020, with most of those related to opioids, including the synthethic fentanyl.

Prince William 
opioid deaths

Manassas total 
overdose deaths
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