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At the county park, good fences 
make good neighbors  
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See TAXES, Page 20

9-11: 20 years later, 
memories endure
“I felt it was my duty to make the 
children feel safe,” said Deborah 
Flinchum, who was teaching at the 
elementary school. Four residents 
reflect on their Sept. 11 experiences. 12

By Tim Carrington
For Foothills Forum

Rappahannock County property taxes are a 
financial lifeline, a tool for preservation and an 
algebra of minute calibrations, some of which 
benefit large properties over small.

For all its complexities, it’s the indispensable 
tax, raising money from what everyone values – 

real estate – which gets converted into the 
services Rappahannock residents need. 

But the taxes involve trade-offs 
which go to the heart of the 
Rappahannock identity, 

including its stresses and contradictions. 
The county’s land-use valuations give large 
landowners a significant tax break that isn’t 
available to owners of small properties, 
unfairly saddling these residents with a higher 
rate of taxation. The tax breaks also cut into 
local county revenue, meaning there’s less 
money available for the county’s largest single 
investment— its schools.

At the same time, however, the land-use tax 
breaks are crucial to Rappahannock’s defining 
commitment to protect an unequaled rural 

 County may contribute $5.9 million as part of regional project   Akre family pledges $3.5 million

Supervisors back big broadband expansion plan

 ANALYSIS
A look at  
the lifeline:  
For richer, for 
poorer, property 
taxes fund the 
county

A Foothills Forum -  
Rappahannock News  
special report

County real estate taxes are inequitable and comparatively high, 
yet vital to preserving Rappahannock’s identity

By Julia Shanahan
Rappahannock News Staff

The Rappahannock County Board of Supervisors and 
Broadband Authority voted to continue forward into 
phase 2 of their agreement with All Points Broadband 
that could greatly expand internet service in the county.

The bodies (made up of the same people) could not 
reach a decision at their meeting on Sept. 1, and held a 
continuation of the meeting on Tuesday. 

Hampton Supervisor Keir Whitson, Stone-
wall-Hawthorne Supervisor Chris Parrish, and 
Wakefield Supervisor Debbie Donehey voted in favor 

of moving forward with the agreement, Jackson Su-
pervisor Ron Frazier voted against the agreement and 
Piedmont Supervisor Christine Smith abstained.

All Points is estimating the project to cost $19.5 

See BROADBAND, Page 18

Another brewery in Sperryville 
OK’d — with conditions  

 Page 8

Supervisors approve paid  
fire & rescue department  

 Page 10



 ‘I don’t know what happens if someone tries to call 911, can’t and dies in their home.’    Broadband the solution?
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Peter Hornbostel’s new short 
stories twist and surprise
� e Flint Hill resident’s book hops from 
past to present, jumps from Switzerland 
to Brazil to Rappahannock, and from 
heartbreak to happiness. 10

See LATHAM, Page 12

BY BEN PETERS
Rappahannock News sta� 

Some Rappahannock County  residents say that 
for years  they have been forced to contend with 
unreliable service from telecommunications giant 
CenturyLink, with frequent and lengthy outages 
posing potentially dire health and safety issues in 

areas where cell and broadband service is unpre-
dictable at best, if not wholly unavailable.

Geneva Welch, who helps to care for her husband, 
former Rappahannock County Supervisor Roger 
Welch who is su� ering from Parkinson's disease in 
their home located near Flint Hill, received landline 
and internet service through CenturyLink. But for 

nearly three weeks in November, her connection unex-
pectedly failed, leaving them with few communication 
options during a time when her husband has had to 
recently make several 911 calls for emergency medical 
care. It was just one of many outages in recent months.

CheriWoodard.com, 37 Main Street, Sperryville, VA 22740     (540) 987-8500

CenturyLink outages pose safety risks to residents, o�  cials say

See CENTURYLINK, Page 8
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BY DAPHNE HUTCHINSON
Special to the Rappahannock News

Sarah Latham was a liberated woman. 
The long-time editor of the Rappahannock 

News, who died Nov. 24, 2021, would have 
chuckled to hear that term applied to herself. Likely 
she would have squeezed her lips tight, looked over 
her specs and shaken her head in disagreement. She 
never saw herself as a libber, a ground breaker or a trail 
blazer. But what better way to describe a woman with a 
high school diploma who became editor of the county’s 
paper of record in 1956 and led the newspaper through 
the transition from manual Underwood to computer, 
from hot lead to digital type, and from tabloid to 
broadsheet as the county changed around her? At 
the same time, she was a magistrate for two decades 
and a founding member of the Amissville Fire Dept. 
who set records for fundraising. And she did it all as a 
single parent, widowed at 35 with four daughters, the 
youngest 8 months, the oldest 14 years. 

S
blazer. But what better way to describe a woman with a 

broadsheet as the county changed around her? At 

youngest 8 months, the oldest 14 years. 

IN APPRECIATION

Sarah Latham got the job done
Rappahannock News editor told the county’s stories for decades

Sarah 
Latham on 
the job in 

the 1960s.

Peter Hornbostel’s new short 
stories twist and surprise
� e Flint Hill resident’s book hops from 
past to present, jumps from Switzerland 
to Brazil to Rappahannock, and from 



By Ben Peters
Rappahannock News Staff

After the first day back from summer break at 
Rappahannock County Public Schools, Claire Snel-
son made a judgement call in the face of the highly 
infectious delta variant to pull her eighth-grade son 
from in person learning.

The decision was made in an effort to protect her 
youngest child who suffers from a chronic lung ill-
ness that’s landed them in the hospital twice after 
catching the common cold. Snelson, a former Rap-
pahannock County Public Schools PTO president, 
also suffers from an autoimmune disease that plac-
es her at risk for developing complications from the 
virus should she become infected.

See PARENTS, Page 6
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COVID-19 concerns 
in Rapp schools 
lead some parents 
to pull their kids
Superintendent ‘exhausted by the push 
and pull of political divisiveness that has 
caught us in the crosshairs of public ire’

B
Y LU

K
E C

H
R

ISTO
P

H
ER

 FO
R

 FO
O

TH
ILLS

 FO
R

U
M

Rush River Commons moves 
forward, public hearing set
 Page 19

The Farm Tour  
is almost back!
After a pause in 2020, the annual tradition  
is scheduled to return late next month.  
Meet goats, horses, cows, and chickens; enjoy 
hayrides; and see milking, beekeeping, and 
cooking demos. The Rapp: 4

By Bob Hurley
For Foothills Forum

Crossroads: 
• An intersection of two or more roads.
• A point at which a crucial decision must be made 
which will have far-reaching consequences.

— Oxford English Dictionary

S ince its founding in 1820, Sperryville has 
been a crossroads village. In its early years, it 
was a place where newly arrived settlers built 

their homes and shops, and travelers paused to 
refresh themselves. Union and Confederate troops 
crisscrossed the area during the Civil War.

In the 19th and and early 20th centuries, the 
village evolved into a prosperous community 
boasting general stores, distilleries, hotels, 
local eateries, apple processing operations, 
wheelwrights, blacksmiths, a doctor, and a dentist. 
With the opening of Shenandoah National Park 
(SNP) in 1936, the village experienced another 
growth spurt responding to the rising number of 
tourists, motels, restaurants, and roadside stands 
that had begun to spring up along what is now U.S. 
Highway 211, approaching the park. 

“When I first moved here 37 years ago there were 
a lot more local people living in the village,” said 

See PLANNING, Page 13
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Commission stipulates annual 
review, no loud music or buses 

Low-fare rides for 
seniors, residents 
with disabilities
Agency o� ering trips to medical 
appointments from $5 to $20. 16

Waiting for details of Rush 
River’s looks, housing  Page 6

Health district bringing 
vaccine to Rapp  Page 8

Planners give 
cautious nod 
to new brewery

BY RACHEL NEEDHAM
Rappahannock News Sta� 

 The Rappahannock County Broadband Authority 
is racing against the clock to meet a � ling deadline for 
state funding through the Virginia Telecommunica-

tions Initiative (VATI). The county must submit a 
notice of application by July 27 and formalize the ap-
plication by September 14.

During the public comment period at Monday’s 
meeting,  Piedmont resident Mark Anderson called at-
tention to the challenge of meeting the application re-
quirements with so little information at hand. “Some-
one’s going to go through a lot of pain and stress over 
those seven weeks to try and get that together. … To 
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 State, federal funds possible; 
Shentel fl oats plan for expanded 
service  — and more towers

See EPIDEMIC, Page 12

See BROADBAND, Page 15

Morgan McKinney celebrates 
a major milestone
� e Rappahannock resident graduates 
as Lord Fairfax Community College’s 
Outstanding Graduate for the 
Fauquier Campus. 8

Broadband prospects gaining steam? 
The stealth 

epidemic
While the focus has been on 

COVID-19, drug overdose deaths 
in the state spike to record levels

A RAPP NEWS/FOOTHILLS FORUM 
SPECIAL REPORT

BY RANDY RIELAND
For Foothills Forum

A ddiction, it’s said, thrives in privacy.
So as everything began to shut down in 

March 2020, and isolation became a way 
of life during the pandemic, people in the 

treatment world saw trouble ahead. Recovery in 
normal times is hard enough. Recovery alone is rife 
with peril.

They were right to be apprehensive. According 
to the Virginia Department of Health, more 
people died of 
drug overdoses in 
the state during 
2020 than in any 
previous year, a total of 2,297. That’s a 41% increase 
from 2019, which had already set a record.

“The pandemic has had a devastating impact,” 
said Jan Brown, executive director of SpiritWorks 
Foundation Center for the Soul, which operates a 
recovery center in Warrenton. “We’ve seen more 
people relapsing. We’ve seen more deaths because 
of the isolation. People are using alone. Help can’t 
get to them in time.”

Whatever progress had been made in what had 
been seen as one of the country’s top public health 
crises — the opioid addiction epidemic — has been 
eroded by the more pervasive threat of COVID-19. 

COVID’s HIDDEN TOLLCOVID’s COVID’s 

Morgan McKinney celebrates 

� e Rappahannock resident graduates 
as Lord Fairfax Community College’s 

BY LUKE CHRISTOPHER

‘A happy, joyful place to be’ during unsettled times 
Jenny Kapsa was crowned the “Coro-No-No” queen of Wonderful Wednesdays, as the school activity wound 
down. “Coronavirus is real and is scary and the fear of it I believe can cause a lot of anxiety for these young people 
… but we also tried to make the situation as fun as we could.” Kapsa said.  See story on Page 16

BY JAMES IVANCIC
Special to the Rappahannock News

Following a public hearing on Wednesday, June 
16, the Rappahannock County Planning Commission 
recommended approval of a special exception ap-
plication to allow a new brewery and beer garden to 
operate in Sperryville. The backing came in a 6-1 vote 
with Piedmont District Commissioner Mary Kather-
ine Ishee voting against the application of Veditz & 
Co. Brewing. The application now moves on to the 
county’s Board of Supervisors.

If the supervisors approve the application, Veditz 
& Co. would become the third brewery in Sperryville. 
The village is already home to Hopkins Ordinary on 
Main Street and Pen Druid on Sperryville Pike. 

The vote followed a protracted discussion about 
concerns over whether the 24-car parking lot for cus-
tomers and sta�  was large enough or if it could be 
overwhelmed and lead visitors to resort to parking 
alongside Route 211. The proximity of the proposed 

BY BOB HURLEY
For Foothills Forum

A deli in Sperryville? Maybe. A full-service 
grocery store? Highly unlikely. How about a 
community gathering space? Perhaps.  

These are a few possibilities raised by the newly 
released community study, “Sperryville’s Economy: 
Envisioning Its Future.” 

The study was sponsored by the Sperryville 
Community Alliance (SCA), a nonpro� t group of 
local business leaders and community members. 
The volunteer organization sponsors community 
activities such as the SperryFest duck race on the 

Thornton River, concerts and walking trails. Last 
week, in partnership with the Rappahannock 
Association for Arts and Community, SCA it held 
its � rst ‘Third Thursday’ summer concert series in 
Sperryville’s River District. The event was widely 
attended by Sperryville and county residents.

Over a year in the making, and delayed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the study outlines an 
“economic envisioning plan” aimed at fostering 
community interaction, boosting the local retail 
economy, increasing tourism and managing 

See SPERRYVILLE, Page 12

Sperryville study recommends 
‘a vision for the future’

FILE PHOTO BY RAY BOC

� e study credits events like 2019’s SperryFest with helping to build community but, “We need 
to fi nd new ways to connect with each other,” said SCA president Kerry Sutten.

A FOOTHILLS FORUM • RAPPAHANNOCK NEWS SPECIAL REPORT

The ‘Little Apple’ faces both 
challenges and opportunities  
as residents look toward the 

village’s future

SPERRYVILLE
at a Crossroads

See SPERRYVILLE, Page 12

Man out on bond after fatal 
crash that killed young girl
 Page 10


