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Audrey Navin and her best friend 
Alex Dunkle were both adopted 
from the same agency in China 15 
years ago. On Saturday, Dunkle was 
there to support his friend as she led 
a march through Warrenton to bring 
awareness to the issue of anti-Asian 
prejudice.

The rally began at Warrenton 
Middle School and marched through 
Courthouse Square – where minutes 
before a Black Lives Matter vigil had 
been held – down Alexandria Pike 
to Eva Walker Park, where several 

By Nichelle Calhoun
PiedmonT Journalism foundaTion

From its earliest days, the Black 
church -- known as “the mighty 
Black church by the side of the road” 
-- has been a steadfast anchor for the 
African American community. It has 
been a sanctuary, a launching pad, an 
embodiment of culture and grace.

In Fauquier County, more than 30 
historic Black churches have served 
their communities since Emancipa-
tion. Some of those roots extend into 
slavery. Freed worshipers left the 
churches of their masters during Re-
construction and formed new church-

es that centered on Black empower-
ment, freedom and spirituality. 

“Despite the contrary world 
around it, the Black church has been 
the inspiration and the sustenance 
through the darkest times -- the 
hope for better in the present and 
beyond,” said Jacqueline Calhoun, 
a retired physicist whose maternal 
roots are in Waterloo, a communi-
ty where one of Fauquier County’s 
historic Black churches has sur-
vived 130 years. “It is a legacy of 
surviving and thriving despite.” 

Enslaved Africans forced to the 
Americas represented a range of 
spiritual beliefs and practices. Most 
were not Christian. Some prac-
ticed Islam. During The First Great 
Awakening revivals in the 1700s, 

there were large-scale African 
American conversions to evangel-
ical religions. Additionally, many 
laws, enforced at the county level, 
policed enslaved and free Blacks up 
until Emancipation. One required 
all enslaved people to attend church. 

Often, they were forced to attend 
segregated services with their mas-
ters; requiring church attendance 
was believed to quell rebellions and 
resistance.
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‘The mighty Black church by the side of the road’
Just before the Civil War began, fully 
half of Fauquier County’s residents 
were enslaved. Their lives, even their 
names, are buried in the past. It is 
beyond time to remember them. 
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Fauquier Times series highlighting 
the forgotten -- many of whom 
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Filling in
Fauquier’s
Past
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Rachel Stevens, clerk of Waterloo Baptist Church, in the building’s sanctuary

See CHURCH, page 10

By Graham Moomaw 
and Ned Oliver
Virginia mercury

He’s ultra-rich, en-
joys tubing and shot-
guns and, until a few 
months ago, was virtu-
ally unknown in Vir-
ginia political circles.

Glenn Youngkin 
emerged as the Vir-
ginia GOP’s nominee 
for governor on Mon-
day after a relatively 

Young activists lead rally to protest anti-Asian hate
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About 50 people – led by Audrey Navin (center) and other 
Fauquier High School students -- walked from Warrenton Middle 
School to Eva Walker Park Saturday morning to bring awareness 
to anti-Asian hate in the United States.See RALLY, page 14

Youngkin gets GOP 
nod for governor

PHOTO BY NED OLIVER/
VIRGINIA MERCURYSee GOP, page 12

CAR CARE:
see Pages 7-8

Fauquier 
Livestock 
Exchange 
hosts 
special cow 
sale May 18. 
See page 9.
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speakers addressed the crowd. Navin 
organized the rally with the help 
of Falcons for Change, a Fauquier 
High School student group focused 
on advocating for civil rights. Navin 
particularly credited Fauquier High 
senior Cameron Morris and fellow 
freshmen Jimena Morote and Juddy 
Jolicoeur for pitching in. (Jolicoeur 
took the lead organizing an anti-
racism student march last summer.)

About 50 people met at Warrenton 
Middle School, but by the time the 
speeches were concluding, the crowd 
was closer to 70 – about half were 
students and half supportive adults.
2I¿FHUV� IURP� WKH�:DUUHQWRQ� 3R-

lice Department – on bicycles and in 
police cars -- were on hand to make 
sure the march was safe for everyone. 
No counter-protesters showed up.

$W�WKH�PLFURSKRQH��1DYLQ�ZDV�D�¿-
ery speaker, explaining how she was 
bullied as a child for being different 
and told to “go back to your coun-
try.” She said she has been blamed 
for the coronavirus and made to feel 
like an outcast. But, she said, she 
feels lucky to have been raised in a 
“calm” place where her experiences 
as a person of Asian descent were 
not as negative as they might have 
been in some other parts of the coun-
try. She spoke passionately about 
Asian Americans who have suffered 
beatings or been killed because of 
their ethnicity, and pointed to data 
that suggests anti-Asian hate crimes 
have skyrocketed in the last year.

Htetarkar Lin provided a histo-
ry lesson on hate crimes that have 
been directed at the Asian American 
DQG�3DFL¿F�,VODQGHU�FRPPXQLW\��+H�
spoke of prejudice based on the rac-
ist idea of “the yellow peril” in the 
mid-19th century. Later, the idea of 
Asian Americans as a “model mi-
nority” (smart, polite, pleasant) was 
used to drive a wedge between the 
Black and Asian communities, he 
said. 

Htetarkar enumerated the many 
times Asian Americans had been in-
jured or killed while their attackers 
escaped accountability.

Morris reminded the crowd that 
other groups have suffered similar 
treatment. She said that Jewish peo-
ple are the victims of 60% of reli-
gion-based hate crimes, while mak-
ing up only 2% of the population.

When members of the crowd were 
invited up to the mic to share their 
own experiences, Taryn Weaver re-
PHPEHUHG� KHU� ¿UVW� GD\� RI� VFKRRO��
At the bus stop, one boy pointed at 
her and laughed at her dark skin. “I 

didn’t like that, so I broke his nose 
with my lunch box. Needless to say, 
,�VSHQW�P\�¿UVW�GD\�RI�VFKRRO�LQ�WKH�
SULQFLSDO¶V�RI¿FH�́ �

Seventeen-year-old Emily Dang 
told of the prejudice her parents ex-
perienced when they moved to the 
U.S. from Vietnam. They worked 
hard, she said, and now own North 
Rock Barber Shop in Warrenton. 
“Everywhere we went we were hat-
ed on.” Her parents, she said, whose 
English was not very strong, didn’t 
understand when they experienced 
hate.

When she entered school with an 
accent, she was bullied. Remember-
ing those early childhood days, she 
broke down crying.

Mary Perry spoke about her ad-
opted son, who went to school in 
central New York state. “He was the 
only child of color in his elementa-
ry school.” Born to Black and Asian 
parents, “he had the worst of all 
worlds … And some people thought 
he was Hispanic,” which added to 
the bullying. She said at the time, 
she didn’t know how the PTSD from 
the bullying was affecting him. “He 

began cutting himself, he isolated 
himself, but we didn’t know it.”

It wasn’t until her son moved to 
Singapore that he felt at home. He 
met a woman from Thailand, they 
married and returned to the U.S.; 
they live in Manassas Park. “She 
can’t go to the grocery store alone,” 
because she is the subject of angry 
looks and is afraid, said Perry.

Navin and Lin found reason to 
be optimistic. Those gathered at 
the rally wrote down some of their 
negative experiences. Navin encour-
aged them to crumple up the pieces 
of paper, “as a symbol that we are 
moving on and evolving. It’s 2021, 
everyone!”

Lin said that he hopes this is the 
FHQWXU\�WKDW�³ZH�FDQ�¿QDOO\�HQG�V\V-
temic racism.”

Navin’s friend Alex Dunkle said 
that when he was younger, he too ex-
perienced bullying because he was 
“different.” He’s learned to grow 
past it, though. “I’ve got other stuff 
going on. I don’t care what they say.”

Reach Robin Earl at rearl@fau-
quier.com
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Fauquier High freshman Audrey Navin leads a march against anti-Asian hate.

Emily Dang got a comforting hug after 
she broke down while talking to the 
crowd at Eva Walker Park about how her 
family, from Vietnam, has been on the 
receiving end of anti-Asian hate speech.

Htetarkar Lin 
hands paper to 
local activist 
Taryn Weaver, 
who spoke during 
the rally about 
prejudice she 
experienced as a 
child.

RALLY, from page 1


