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she will be opting out of the booster. 
Studies show that after getting vaccinated against 

COVID-19, protection against the virus may de-
crease over time and the vaccine will be less able 
to protect against the Delta variant. Although 
COVID-19 vaccination for adults aged 65 years and 
older remains effective in preventing severe disease, 
recent CDC data suggest vaccination is less effective 
at preventing infection or milder illness with symp-
toms. 

According to the CDC, emerging evidence also 
shows that among health care and other frontline 
workers, vaccine effectiveness against COVID-19 
infections is decreasing over time.

As of Monday, Sept. 27, only specific populations 
initially vaccinated with the Pfizer BioNTech vaccine 
are eligible for the booster shot. 

According to the CDC, the following groups are 
eligible and should consider getting the boost shot. 

People aged 65 and older and adults 50–64 years 
with underlying medical conditions should get a 
booster shot of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. The 
risk of severe illness from COVID-19 increases with 
age and can also increase for adults of any age with 
underlying medical conditions.

Residents aged 18 years and older of long-term 
care settings should get a booster shot of the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech vaccine. Because residents in long-term 
care settings live closely together in group settings 
and are often older adults with underlying medical 
conditions, they are at increased risk of infection 
and severe illness from COVID-19.

People aged 18–49 years with underlying medical 
conditions may get a booster shot of the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech vaccine based on its benefits and risks. Adults 
aged 18–49 years who have underlying medical 
conditions are at increased risk for severe illness 
from COVID-19. 

People aged 18–64 years at increased risk for 
COVID-19 exposure and transmission because of oc-

cupational or institutional setting may get a booster 
shot of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine based on their 
benefits and risks. These include: first responders 
(health care workers, firefighters, police, congregate 
care staff), education staff (teachers, support staff, 
day care workers), food and agriculture workers, 
manufacturing workers, corrections workers, U.S. 
Postal Service workers, public transit workers and 
grocery store workers.

SHOT: People aged 65 and older now eligible
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in veterinary medicine 
from Louisiana State 
University’s School of 
Veterinary Medicine. 

Soler-Mena and his 
family have been living 
in Cumberland County 
for the last three years 
and now reside at their 
home just 10 minutes 
from the clinic. 

When asked about 
his inspiration behind 
starting a clinic in 
Cumberland, Soler-Mena 
noted he used to work as 
a veterinarian for other 
companies but wanted 
to start up his own prac-
tice, adding Cumberland 
is a growing county that 
needs increased ser-
vices as the community 
expands. 

Soler-Mena said his 
main objective with the 
clinic is to treat each an-
imal that comes into the 
office like his own and 
to treat each client like 
a member of the family, 
hence the name Country 
Family Pet Clinic. 

He added the clinic 
strives to bring great, 
personalized veteri-
nary services to the 
Cumberland area at an 
affordable price, all in 
the name of good health 
care, good preventive 
medicine and good quali-
ty of life for local pets. 

Soler-Mena has expe-
rience with animals big 
and small. The clinic, he 
said, will treat a variety 
of common and exotic 
animals — from your 
typical dogs, cats, rab-
bits and chinchillas to 
pot-belly pigs, goats and 
even miniature hors-
es — anything that fits 
through the clinic doors. 
He is also happy to help 
local farmers with any 
concerns they might 

have regarding larger 
farm animals. 

The clinic is open 
Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m. The office 
is closed for lunch from 
12 - 1:30 p.m. The clinic 

performs surgeries on 
Wednesdays and there-
fore does not see any pa-
tients during that time. 

Country Family Pet 
Clinic, he added, offers 
a variety of services, in-
cluding but not limited to 
spaying and neutering, 
orthopedic surgeries, 
dental procedures and 
breeding/reproduction 
work.

While a website for 
the clinic is still in the 
works, individuals 
can learn more about 

Country Family Pet 
Clinic and its services by 
dialing (804) 492-4798 or 
checking out the clinic’s 
Facebook page.

CLINIC: ‘I’ve always 
had a passion for this 
kind of work’


