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ONGOING

FOOD DISTRIBUTION - Until further 
notice, Christian Outreach Program 
will be open for food pickup on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and diaper 
distribution on Mondays only from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The mission 
is located at 402 Grace St. in 
Smithfield. For further information, 
call 757-356-9267.

THE FARMERS MARKET - Has 
returned to the Carrollton Old Point 
Bank parking lot. Visit the Midday 
Market on Wednesdays from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. until the end of 
September. For more information 
call 757-357-2214 or email tfrantz@
isleofwightus.net

DOWNTOWN FARMERS MARKET - 
Every Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon 
to the end of October. Located at 
the BSV Lot Main Street, Downtown 
Smithfield. Vendors’ focus is on 
produce and meats. The market will 
be following Centers for Disease 
Control guidelines. Music by David 
Gussman. For more information call 
757-357-2214 or email tfrantz@
isleofwightus.net

HOME FOOD PRESERVATION 
VIRTUAL PROGRAM - Registration 
deadline Oct. 15. Course fee 
is $15. More people than ever 
are growing their own food at 
home. The self-paced virtual 
course will teach how to safely 
preserve fresh food for year-round 
enjoyment using techniques such 
as canning, freezing dehydration 
and fermentation. Participants will 
learn the science behind these 
techniques and receive step-by-
step guidance on how to do them 
at home. After registering, you 
can complete the course at your 
own pace until Dec. 31. For more 
info and to register, go to https://
bit.ly/2MrcY8G If you have any 
questions, please contact Dr. Renee 
Boyer at rrboyer@vt.edu

ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY MUSEUM 
- Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and noon to 4 
p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $2 
for ages 18 and up. Interpreting 
local history, the museum’s exhibits 
include prehistoric fossils, Native 
American and Colonial artifacts, a 
country store and the museum’s 
most notable artifact - the world’s 
oldest, edible cured ham. The 
1902 pork product exemplifies the 
patented Smithfield curing process. 
The museum is closed New Year’s 
Day, Easter, Memorial Day, July 4, 
Labor Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas 
Eve, Christmas Day and staff in-
service day.

BINGO EVERY THURSDAY - 
Smithfield American Legion Post 
49 hosts weekly bingo sessions 
on Thursdays at the post, 818 
S. Church St. in Smithfield. 
Participants are asked to use face 
masks; gloves will be available. 
Doors open at 5 p.m., card sales 
begin at 6 p.m. and games begin 
at 7 p.m. Packaged refreshments 
and bottled beverages will be 
available for purchase. All state 
requirements for COVID-19 safety 
will be observed.  

DOWNTOWN SMITHFIELD AUTUMN 
ART SHOW - The boutique art show 
will be Saturday, Oct. 10, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. View 15 artists’ 
works along Hayden’s Lane and the 
Smithfield Times lot on Main Street.

ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY MUSEUM’S 
ANNUAL PAN HAM PHOTO CONTEST 
- Enter the Isle of Wight County 
Museum’s annual photo contest. 
Take the museum’s image of P. D. 
Gwaltney Jr. and the World’s Oldest 
Ham along for the ride on road 
trips so that you can photograph 
your time together. Post your photo 
on the museum’s Facebook page 
- Isle of Wight County Museum - or 
email it to jengland@smithfieldva.
gov. All entrants will be entered 
into a random drawing for a prize. 
The contest runs through Sept. 9, 
and the winner will be announced 
on Sept. 10. The image can be 
obtained on postcards in the 
museum gift shop.

Wednesday, Sept. 9

SMITHFIELD VETERANS OF FOREIGN 
WARS POST - VFW will meet at 223 
Washington St., Smithfield. Post 
will open at 6 p.m. for socializing 
among veterans. Formal meeting 
will be at 7 p.m. All veterans are 
welcome.  Those interested in 
joining the Post should bring their 
DD-214. Governor’s COVID-19 
guidelines will be observed. Please 
contact Herb De Groft at 357-6210 
for information.

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

In less than a week, the coro-
navirus threw a no-hitter against 
Christopher Newport University 
softball.

The team was in Arizona in 
early March for a national invi-
tational tournament when things 
started getting tense, said senior 
Patty Maye Ohanian. Games were 
being canceled and everything 
seemed up in the air.

When the team flew back to 
Virginia, “everything’s fine on 
Monday. On Tuesday, some things 
(were) canceled. Wednesday, I 
think our conference canceled but 
we were still going to play and by 
Friday we had to move out of our 
dorms and everything was over,” 
she said.

When the virus pandemic 
emerged, “It was weird, because 
when it first happened, I felt like 
maybe this is kind of nice. We’ll 
get a two-week break and then 
we’ll come back, because you’re 
exhausted in the middle of the sea-
son. But then it took about maybe 
a month and I was like ‘Wow, I’m 
really not going to have a junior 
season.’ It kind of was a delayed 
reaction for me.”

“Originally CNU told us we 
were going to try and come back 
April 12 and then that’s when 
everyone thought that it would be 
like two weeks long and it would 
go away,” she continued. “And 
then towards April, we got an 
email that said we’re not coming 
back at all for this spring. I still 
had my belongings in my dorm. I 
didn’t even pack up all my stuff.”

Ohanian, who grew up in 
Northern Virginia but now resides 
in Smithfield, said the shutdown 
experience has been traumatic 
and frustrating for many college 
student athletes. As president 
of the school’s Student Athlete 
Advisory Committee, she plays 
a leading role in advocating for 
student athletes and shaping their 
experience at CNU.

“I’m not around my friends, I’m 
not around my coaches, I’m not at 
my school. And I’m super involved 
in CNU,” she said. “I love our 
administration and staff and my 
teammates and friends and it was 
like everything was taken away 
from me all at once — not even just 
softball; school, friends, coaches, 
where I lived — everything was 
taken away. It was hard.” 

Teammate and friend Bailey 
Roberts agreed. Over the summer, 
she and Ohanian sometimes got 
together as a duo to practice on-
the-field skills. “It has definitely 
taken a different road for us, as 
far as athletics, not being able 
to practice as a team for a little 
while,” said Roberts, who is a CNU 
junior from Chesapeake.

In the early weeks of the pan-
demic, Roberts said she and Oha-

nian tried to mentally prepare 
the team for what they saw on the 
horizon. “We were trying to let ev-
erybody else on the team (know), 
get them in the mindset that our 
season will be canceled, there’s 
nothing we can do about it because 
this clearly isn’t going away.”

CNU has a plan to get athletes 
back in action. 

“Our athletic department has 
done a really good job of trying 
to put us through a system where 
we can ease our way back into it 
but unfortunately that does take a 
few months, and then by the time 
we are able to practice as a team, 
we go on winter break, so that 
part kind of stinks,” Roberts said. 
“But I do think the precautions 
they’re taking and the way they 
have us set up into groups, we can 
still practice and be somewhat of 
a team.”

Ohanian explained how it’s 
supposed to work: By late Sep-
tember, physicals and health 
screenings are planned. By early 
October, small group strength 
and conditioning — outdoors and 
two days a week — is supposed 
to begin. After that, they’ll move 
to small group softball practices 
outside, also twice a week, then 
finally, full team practice. Every-
thing will be done with health 
and social distancing protocols 
in place to every extent possible.

CNU, Ohanian said, has been 
clear that not following the rules 
could mean “the end of our entire 
fall.” Still, the opportunity to 
inch back toward a new normal 
is positive.

As an economics major, the 
economics of sports is often on 
Ohanian’s mind. As leagues, 
associations and conferences 
from little leagues to the pros 
scrambled to start playing again, 

she acknowledged it’s frustrating 
that sometimes all but the big 
three sports — football, baseball 
and basketball — get left out of the 
conversation.

“I love all sports and I’m a big 
football fan, but I did think it was 
funny how no one ever talked 
about playing spring sports in 
the fall,” she said. “And I think a 
lot of that is because football is in 
the fall, and everyone cares about 
college football, and so everyone 

wanted to find a way to play 
football in the spring. … So that’s 
something that’s really stuck out 
to me, a little bit of a source of 
frustration.”

“I think our problem now is, 
as far as the student athletes, it’s 
how do we make athletes still feel 
like they’re part of a community, 
because we’re not being paid to 
play here,” Ohanian said. “We 
don’t get scholarships. We do this 
because we love our sports.”

For the love of the sport
Smithfield resident perseveres in softball

Above, Patty Maye Ohanian beats the tag in a fall ball scrimmage against Division I Hampton on Oct. 5, just one of the handful of 
home games during the 2019-2020 academic year. Below, Patty Maye Ohanian shouts in triumph after hitting a home run off two-time 
NFCA National Player of the Year Hanna Hull in a doubleheader against Virginia Wesleyan on March 24, 2019. Bottom, Ohanian makes 
contact with the ball in a 10-2 win against Salisbury during the 2019 Capital Athletic Conference championship tournament. PM had 
12 RBIs and 3 homers in the conference postseason to help lead the Captains to a CAC title. (submitted by Ben Leistensnider)

• See CALENDAR, p. 8
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Friday, January 1

NEW YEAR’S DAY BINGO  - 
American Legion Post 49 will host 
its annual Special New Year’s 
Day Bingo Session at the Legion 
Post, 818 S. Church Street, 
Smithfield, Virginia.  Card Sales 
open at 1 PM on January 1st, 
game begins at 2 PM.  Capacity of 
the hall is limited to comply with 
Commonwealth COVID restrictions 
to 40 players, doors open at NOON, 
first come first served. Packaged 
refreshments and beverages will 
be available for purchase.  Face 
coverings are required to enter 
the Hall.  For further information 
contact Bob Hannon at bob.buddy.
bobby@gmail.com or 757 651-
8618.

ONGOING AND 
UPCOMING

HOME SWEET HOME CARE -  Will 
be holding a food drive for the 
Foodbank of Southeastern Virginia. 
This has been a tough year for 
everyone and we want to give back 
to the people in our community 
that may need a little extra help. 
We will have a box outside our 
office located at 346 Main St., 
Smithfield, VA where donations can 
be dropped off. We are accepting 
donations through the end of the 
year. We have provided a list of 
needed items.  Give what you are 
able and thank you!

IOW CHRISTIAN OUTREACH  - 
Will be collecting new winter 
hats, gloves, scarves and socks 
through the month of December, 
to be distributed to food clients 
in January. Drop off donations any 
Monday, Wednesday or Friday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Call 356-9267 with 
questions.

NANSEMOND BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION - Jan. 9 and 
16, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Beginner 
Beekeeping Short Course. Looking 
for the perfect holiday gift? $35 
New Beekeeper Training! Training 
from experienced to master 
beekeepers. You will get all the 
info you need to get started in 
beekeeping from woodenware to 
how to tell a drone from a queen. 
Register at nansemondbeekeepers.
com.

FAMILY FIELD TRIPS - With so many 
families attending school virtually, 
a field trip is a great way to take 
a break, explore a new place and 
learn something along the way. 
The Isle of Wight County Museum 
has put together four one-day field 
trip itineraries with the themes 
of Agriculture, Art, History and 
Plants & Animals. There are also 
options listed for a two-day trip. 
For information visit https://www.
genuinesmithfieldva.com/events/
detail/410/family-field-trip---plants-
and-animals/24596

THE AMERICAN LEGION HIGH 
SCHOOL ORATORICAL CONTEST - 
Awards college scholarship funds. 
Top national award is a $25,000 
scholarship. Students or parents 
should contact Legionnaire Greg 
Mueller at 757-477-7904. Visit 
http://www.legion.org/oratorical 
for information. The contest will be 
held in January.

CALENDARS - The Woman’s Club 
of Smithfield G.F.W.C. is selling 
its calendars and planners for 
2021. Calendars and planners are 
$10 each and can be purchased 
at The Art Center, 319 Main 
St., Blackwater Regional Library 
Smithfield, or by emailing the club 
at smithfieldwomansclub1@gmail.
com.

FOOD DISTRIBUTION - Until further 
notice, Christian Outreach Program 
will be open for food pickup on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and diaper 
distribution on Mondays only from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The mission 
is located at 402 Grace St. in 
Smithfield. For further information, 
call 757-356-9267.

ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY MUSEUM 
- Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and noon to 4 
p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $2 
for ages 18 and up. Interpreting 
local history, the museum’s exhibits 
include prehistoric fossils, Native 
American and Colonial artifacts, a 
country store and the museum’s 
most notable artifact - the world’s 
oldest, edible cured ham. The 
1902 pork product exemplifies the 
patented Smithfield curing process. 
The museum is closed New Year’s 
Day, Easter, Memorial Day, July 4, 
Labor Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas 
Eve, Christmas Day and staff in-
service day.

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

Smithfield High School senior 
Chris Gundy will be a Naval 
Academy Midshipman this fall. 

Gundy’s athletic talent and 
academic achievement have 
earned him a football scholarship 
to Annapolis. A small group of 
family and friends joined him in 
the school’s auditorium and by 
video online on Dec. 16 — early 
signing day — to celebrate his 
accomplishment.

“I’m grateful for the oppor-
tunity that I have knowing that 
COVID could have easily stopped 
what I had planned,” Chris said.

Due to seasons being curtailed 
or canceled due to COVID-19, 
many college seniors are being of-
fered an additional season of ath-
letic eligibility, “so scholarships 
are even harder to come by,” said 
Matthew Moore, Smithfield’s di-
rector of student activities, who 
served as the host of the brief 
ceremony.

“The Naval Academy is one 
of the hardest institutions in the 
country to get into,” Moore said. 
“Chris is a culmination of an 
outstanding student. He’s good 
in the classroom, his leadership 
abilities are unmatched, and yes 
he’s got a lot of natural athletic 
ability but his workmanship is 
one of the best we’ve seen here 
as a while.”

“When COVID hit in March, 
undeterred by an international 
pandemic, Chris continued to 
work, and work and work,” 
Moore said. “And all of his efforts 
culminated to where we are to-
day, which is the securing of an 
athletic scholarship in the sport 
he loves — football.”

DeVondre Bazemore is in 
his first season as Smithfield’s 
head coach — he was previously 
assistant. 

“When I first got here a couple 

of years ago, from the day that I 
stepped in here, Chris was always 
an easy kid to coach,” Bazemore 
said. “He covered every base in 
the classroom. Everything you 
wanted on the field. Crazy ath-
leticism.”

The 5-foot-9-inch standout’s 
on-field talent is so stellar, Baze-
more said he is capable of playing 
nearly any position on the squad. 
“You’ll see him mostly in the 
back field — running back and 
slot receiver and he’s a return 
specialist.”

“Early on,” Moore said, “peo-
ple said he was undersized. They 
said he wasn’t tall enough, he 
wasn’t big enough. And he ba-
sically was like ‘Watch.’” And 
despite the pandemic, Bazemore 
said, “you’d still see Chris out-
side everyday” practicing and 
running drills. 

In addition to taking care of 

academics, maintaining a 3.6 
GPA and maintaining his ath-
leticism, Bazemore said he was 
touched that Chris would also 
check up on his teammates and 
coaches. It’s evident, Bazemore 
said, that Chris cares all around 
about the people in his life. “That 
stood out to me so much more 
than anything else because it 
shows who Chris is as a person,” 
Bazemore said. 

Moore shouted out Chris’s 
parents, who in turn praised his 
teachers and mentors in and out 
of school.

Chris’s mom, Tynesia Gundy, 
quipped that her son “has so 
many last names” because so 
many members of the commu-
nity have served as mentors and 
extensions of the family. “We’re 
extremely proud of you. We thank 
God for you, we thank God for 
giving you this opportunity,” 

she said at the podium with her 
husband Christopher.

The Midshipmen are part of 
the NCAA Division I FBS, which 
is composed of top tier college 
teams, including Notre Dame, the 
Clemson Tigers, Duke, the Air 
Force Academy and the Army’s 
Black Knights at West Point, the 
Midshipmen’s regular rivals in 
the well known and long standing 
Army-Navy game.

Bazemore acknowledged 
working through COVID-19 has 
made for a challenging season.

“It’s easy to complain but we 
won’t,” Bazemore said. “We’re 
doing everything we can — Zoom 
meetings, coaches’ meetings. I 
know our athletes have stayed 
engaged in working out alone or 
with other guys. So we’re going to 
trust that those guys are going to 
get better and we’ll return when 
it’s time.”

 By Tracy Agnew
Editor

 
A local couple celebrated their 

65th wedding anniversary on 
Christmas Day.

Frank and Pat Hall were mar-
ried on Dec. 25, 1955. As there 
were no professional photogra-
phers locally at the time, Jesse 
Scott, then the owner and pub-
lisher of The Smithfield Times, 
captured the wedding in pictures.

Pat Hall had always loved 
the Christmas season, and that 
factored into the decision to 
get married that day, she said. 
The couple met through mutual 
friends and dated for almost 
three years prior to the wed-
ding. Pat Hall said she fell for 

her future husband because he 
liked “serious music” like the 
symphony.

“Anybody at 16 that likes se-
rious music, he’s worth thinking 
about,” she explained this week. 
“We went steady from then on.”

The Halls were married at 
Oak Grove Methodist Church 
in Surry. The Christmas season 
influenced their color and flower 
choices as well — Scott’s photos 
show everyone wearing white 
and bridesmaids carrying poin-
settias.

“I think Mom just asked him,” 
Pat Hall said of how it came to 
be that Scott photographed her 
wedding. “His kids were our age, 
so they were grown. It wasn’t like 
he had little kids in the home.”

At first, Frank worked for 
Smithfield Packing and also at 
Gwaltney for a little while. He 
then worked as a salesman for 
a lumber company before real-
izing he could do it on his own. 
The couple started Hall Wood 
Enterprises about 41 years ago 
with a makeshift desk, telephone 
and adding machine stuck in a 
corner of their bedroom. They 
got the opportunity to travel for 
quite a few conferences, she said, 
and Frank continues to go to the 
office each day.

The couple had three children 
and currently have 15 grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchil-
dren, she said.

Asked about the secret to a 
long marriage, Frank Hall’s hu-

morous answer was, “What you 
need to do is get a job and travel 
about half the time.” He jokingly 
said it’s always a hit at wedding 
receptions when the couple is 
the last one standing after the 
marriage longevity dance.

For all her love of her hus-
band’s seriousness, Pat Hall was 
the one that gave the serious 
answer to this question. She said 
their secret to a long marriage 
was their faith in God. They 
also gave each other a little bit 
of space, she said.

“No two couples are the 
same,” she said. “Some couples 
have to have space; some couples 
stick together like glue. You have 
to hit that right combination that 
works for you.”

Couple celebrates 65 years

Frank and Pat Hall celebrated their 65th anniversary on Christmas Day. They were married at Oak Grove Methodist Church in Surry, 
with the photographer at their wedding none other than the then-owner and publisher of The Smithfield Times, Jesse Scott. One of 
Scott’s photos is seen above right, and above left is an anniversary photo taken by the couple’s granddaughter, Maggie Stoup, who 
is now a professional photographer.

Smithfield senior will play Navy football

Smithfield High student Chris Gundy, right, and his mom, Tynesia Gundy, listen to remarks during 
a Dec. 16 ceremony where he signed on to play football at the Naval Academy. (Nate Delesline 
III/The Smithfield Times)

• See CALENDAR, p. 8
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Wednesday, Nov. 25

SURRY BAPTIST CHURCH - At 7 
p.m. will hold a communitywide 
Thanksgiving service. For information, 
call 757-653-1763.

Saturday, Nov. 28

CARROLLTON MID-DAY CHRISTMAS 
MARKET - 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Old Point National Bank lot.

Saturday, Dec. 5

WOMEN’S SAFETY & CONCEALED 
CARRY CLASS - 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. A 
female veteran of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom is presenting a “Ladies 
Only” class at the Smithfield VFW 
Post, 223 Washington St., near the 
library. Course will be taught by a 
certified instructor with decades 
of experience and is a retired law 
enforcement professional. Class size 
is limited; first come, first reserved. 
Cost is $75, with $30 advance 
deposit required. Contact astandley@
gmail.com or call 357-3321 for 
information. 

WALKING TOUR OF WINDSOR 
CASTLE  - 2 p.m. From the site’s 
pre-colonial existence to the present 
day, Windsor Castle tells the history 
of the development of Smithfield. Join 
this free walking tour through history. 
Meet on the grounds near the house, 
301 Jericho Road, Smithfield. 757-
356-1223. www.historicisleofwight.
com. 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 8

 PUBLIC HEARING - 7:15 p.m. The 
Surry Town Council will conduct a 
public hearing in the town’s meeting 
room (84 Colonial Trail East) to review 
having town elections moved from 
May to November.

 

Thursday, Dec. 10

 TELL ME A STORY - 12:05 p.m. This 
virtual program, geared for children 
ages 3 to 5, introduces youngsters to 
the symbols of Isle of Wight County 
and features books, songs and 
games. Tune in to the Isle of Wight 
County Museum’s Facebook page as 
Director Jennifer England discusses 
snow and snowflakes while offering 
up a few craft ideas and reading a 
story.  

 

ONGOING AND UPCOMING

FAMILY FIELD TRIPS - With so many 
families attending school virtually, 
a field trip is a great way to take 
a break, explore a new place and 
learn something along the way. 
The Isle of Wight County Museum 
has put together four one-day field 
trip itineraries with the themes of 
Agriculture, Art, History and Plants & 
Animals. There are also options listed 
for a two-day trip. For information visit 
https://www.genuinesmithfieldva.
com/events/detail/410/family-field-
trip---plants-and-animals/24596

THE AMERICAN LEGION HIGH 
SCHOOL ORATORICAL CONTEST - 
Awards college scholarship funds. 
Top national award is a $25,000 
scholarship. Students or parents 
should contact Legionnaire Greg 
Mueller at 757-477-7904. Visit 
http://www.legion.org/oratorical for 
information. The contest will be held 
in January.

ATTENTION, HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
-  To apply for the Colonel William 
Allen DAR Scholarship, visit vadar.org 
for an application. Once completed 
please send it to 214 Institute St., 
Smithfield. Due by Dec. 4 to be 
considered for two local scholarships. 
You do not have to have family in the 
DAR.

SMITHFIELD KIWANIS CLUB 
ANNOUNCEMENT - Due to COVID-19 
concerns and restrictions, the 
Smithfield Kiwanis Club has canceled 
its annual Santa Breakfast.

CALENDARS - The Woman’s Club 
of Smithfield G.F.W.C. is selling 
its calendars and planners for 
2021. Calendars and planners are 
$10 each and can be purchased 
at The Art Center, 319 Main 
St., Blackwater Regional Library 
Smithfield, or by emailing the club at 
smithfieldwomansclub1@gmail.com.

FOOD BOX GIVEAWAY - Every Saturday 
in November. Sponsored by Mt. Tabor 
COGIC Outreach. Starting at noon at 
Westside Elementary School, 800 
W. Main St., Smithfield.  The event is 
open to the public while supplies last. 

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

Josh Condit’s powerful, precise 
kicks have captured the attention 
of local and national football 
coaches.

The Smithfield High School 
senior’s performance at a recent 
kicking camp in Charlotte earned 
him the event’s Golden Boot 
award and an invitation to the 
2020 Kicking World Showcase in 
Austin, Texas, on Dec. 5-6. He’ll be 
showing off his skills with some of 
the country’s best athletes.

Josh first joined the Smithfield 
High Packers last year. This year, 
he’s likely to be the varsity team’s 
only kicker. His performance 
on the soccer field at Smithfield 
caught the attention of the football 
team.

“I was practicing soccer, at 
high school practicing, and we 
were just practicing free kicks. I 
was kicking from half field toward 
the goal. And the football team was 
conditioning and the coach talked 
to me after that and said I should 
try out and see what happens.”

“They didn’t have a kicker 
at that time,” Josh continued. “I 
think that’s how a lot of soccer 
players get into football — I think 
like 90% of football kickers have 
a history in soccer, they’re soccer 
players.”

Josh grew up on soccer fields, 
literally and figuratively. He’s 
now 6 feet, 4 inches tall, and ath-
letics is part of his DNA. Sports 
are an important element of his 
family’s life, too. “We’re a big 
soccer family,” he said. I think our 

whole family has played it, other 
than my mom,” he said.

“I played it one semester, one 
time,” Elly said. In addition to be-
ing her son’s biggest cheerleader, 
his mom also offers an analytical 
take on Josh’s athletic talent, 
focus and opportunities.

“Football has helped his soccer 
just like soccer has helped his 
football, because he’s really good 
at placing the ball to somebody, 
finding somebody in the field,” she 
said. “It’s really fun to watch him 
play because his ball will curve to 
the person and it’s right where it 
needs to be. So it’s really neat to 
see the accuracy of his kicks. It’s 
really neat to see him play both 
sports, because they piggyback on 
each other.”

Josh is also further diversify-
ing his sports skills by playing bas-
ketball. “I definitely like playing 
basketball. It’s one of my favorite 
sports, but I started late,” he said. 
“I’m tall, that helped, but I play 
because the environment is a lot 
of fun for me and I like playing in 
front of people — that definitely 
adds something to it.”

Everyone in the family has 
been or is currently involved in 
sports — soccer, swimming, ten-
nis or something else. So the past 
year, when the COVID-19 pandem-
ic has curtailed athletic activities 
at all levels from pre-school to pro, 
has been hard.

Josh also plays soccer at Smith-
field, and “my high school season 
actually got cut short — the whole 
season. We had two scrimmag-
es. And so ‘corona’ has kind of 
condensed everything and so we 

ended up making up by having 
one tournament this summer,” he 
said. “Practicing was really hard, 
and there were all sorts of regu-
lations about how many people 
could do it.”

A few months ago, Josh start-
ed practicing with Colin Gary, a 
former Smithfield High football 
standout.

“With him, he kind of taught 
me the fundamentals of technique 
and everything,” Josh said. “I 
definitely had no idea what going 
to that first day was going to be 
like. I was just kicking the ball as 
hard as I could.”

Although connecting your foot 
with the ball is a fundamental 
element of both sports, Josh said 
a key difference between soccer 
and football is that in soccer, arm 
motions are more conscious and 
part of your body movements.

Elly said college coaches are 
aware of Kicking World and said 
the program has a good reputation 
and visibility. Josh is interested 
in pursuing a college soccer ca-
reer, possibly at James Madison 
University. He’d like to go to a 
Division I or Division II school 
for soccer “but it’s so hard with 
the coronavirus and visibility,” 
for athletes, he said. Scholarship 
opportunities will also be a decid-
ing factor.

For people who aren’t con-
nected to the sports world, Elly 
explained that competition for 
college football opportunities is 
so fierce at top tier schools that in 
most cases, coaches and recruiters 
approach students. For soccer 
though, it’s often the other way 

around.
From an academic perspec-

tive, Josh said he’s interested in 
education or teaching as career 
possibilities.

But getting the attention of 
athletic recruiters or even finding 
a spot on a team roster may be fur-
ther complicated by COVID-19. In 
response to curtailed or canceled 
seasons, many college student-ath-
letes were awarded an additional 
year of eligibility, so “it’s really 
hard” to get a spot on rosters at 
Division I schools, Josh said.

Kicking World helps players 
refine their skills and approach. 
The organization bills itself as pro-
viding “the best football kicking 
instruction in the world” and says 
it coaches and trains more than 
1,500 students annually from age 
9 through professional athletes in 
50 camps in 30 cities in 20 states.

Condit kicks it at camp

Staff Report

Elementary and middle 
school students may take local 
assessments this spring instead 
of Standards of Learning tests 
in history, social science and 
English writing per waivers 
and emergency guidance Vir-
ginia Superintendent of Public 
Instruction James Lane and 
the state Board of Education 
approved Nov. 19.

The waivers and guidance 
are designed to reduce the need 
for in-person testing this year in 
light of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The waivers and emergen-
cy guidance will simplify the 
logistics of SOL testing this 
year and ensure that COVID-19 
pandemic does not unduly pre-
vent any student from earning 
a diploma,” Lane said. “The 
Board of Education and I are 
also creating opportunities for 
school divisions to create mul-
tiple pathways for students to 
demonstrate content mastery 
while prioritizing health and 
safety. This includes expanding 
the use of performance assess-
ment that encourages deeper 
learning and assess the acqui-
sition by students of the skills 
and attributes we call the Five 

C’s: critical thinking, creativity, 
communication, collaboration 
and citizenship.”

The waivers become effective 
following review and approval 
by state Secretary of Education 
Atif Qarni.

“These waivers provide re-
lief and agility to students and 
educators who are managing a 
lot of personal and professional 
pressure during this tumultuous 
time,” Qarni said. “Innovation 
is necessary to keep Virginia 
students learning safely this 
academic year, and we will 
continue working to create 
new pathways for student and 
educator success as they adapt 
to changing circumstances and 
forms of instruction depending 
on the health metrics in their 
communities.”

During the Board of Educa-
tion meeting on Nov. 19, Lane 
noted it is unlikely the U.S. 
Department of Education will 
waive federal rules that require 
annual testing in reading and 
mathematics in grades 3-8. Fed-
eral education law also requires 
reading and math tests in high 
school and science testing at 
least once in elementary, mid-
dle and high school. The state, 
however, has flexibility in the 

administration of SOL tests 
in history, social science and 
English writing, which are not 
federally mandated.

Citing his authority under 
Gov. Ralph Northam’s Execu-
tive Order No. 51, Lane issued 
an emergency waiver allowing 
school divisions this year to 
replace the Virginia Studies, 
Civics and Economics, and 
eighth grade Writing SOL tests 
with local assessments, provid-
ed they follow the emergency 
guidance approved by the Board 
of Education and report student 
performance data to the state. 
The SOL tests will continue to 
be available for school divisions 
that choose to administer them.

In addition, school divisions 
will have greater flexibility in 
awarding verified credits — 
reducing the need for students 
to return to school buildings 
to retake end-of-course SOL 
assessments. Specifically, the 
guidance states school divisions 
may award a verified credit 
for a course taken in fall 2020 
if the student achieves a score 
of at least 350 on the test and 
meets local criteria for course 
achievement.

“The emergency guidance 
approved today is in keeping 

with the commitment the Board 
of Education made during the 
beginning of the pandemic in 
March to do everything pos-
sible to mitigate the impact 
of COVID-19 on students and 
schools,” Board of Education 
President Daniel Gecker said.

Lane also exercised emer-
gency authority granted by 
the 2020 General Assembly to 
waive a requirement that high 
school students attempt to pass 
an end-of-course SOL test in his-
tory before becoming eligible to 
earn a locally awarded verified 
credit. The waiver allows school 
divisions to verify achievement 
in high school history courses 
during the 2020-2021 school year 
with locally-developed perfor-
mance assessments.

Students in divisions un-
able to offer local performance 
assessments in history and 
social science this year are still 
required to attempt an SOL end-
of-course assessment at least 
once and achieve a score of at 
least 350 to become eligible for a 
locally-awarded verified credit.

Lane also waived a cap on 
the number of locally awarded 
verified credits a school division 
may issue during the course of 
a year.

Board of Education approves SOL flexibility

Josh Condit connects with the ball during a Smithfield High football game last season. The senior athlete’s performance at a recent 
camp in Charlotte earned him an award and an invitation to an upcoming event in Texas where coaches and recruiters will likely 
be watching. (Submitted photos)

Condit

• See CALENDAR, p. 10
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