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Attendance rules puzzling
The state’s limit of 25 spectators for sporting events has 

Bedford County high schools weighing their options
BY CHRIS MORRIS

Sports Editor
When it comes to the high school sports 

season, it seems that the more officials 
try to clarify COVID-19 rules and regula-
tions the cloudier things become.

With less than three weeks until games 
are scheduled to begin, schools are 
scrambling to put into place their own set 

of guidelines for players, spectators, 
game officials and others that are needed 
to have games that are somewhat near 
what was considered normal in years 
past.

The Virginia High School League’s lat-
est dictate on limiting spectators to just 
25 per venue per game is especially per-
plexing. That number doesn’t allow for 

players in most sports to have both par-
ents attend, not to mention grandparents 
and other relatives. It also doesn’t allow 
cheerleaders or pep bands.

And what about attending away games?
The VHSL has given the final say on 

those types of rulings to local school 
boards, athletic districts and health offi-
cials.

The window is closing fast and Bedford 
County athletic directors are puzzled by 
what the future could hold. But they are 
also trying their best to keep players 
playing.

Some have suggested live streaming 

Christmas 
Classic 5K 
remains 
on track

BY CHRIS MORRIS
Sports Editor

Although the numbers are down a bit, 
the excitement level is high for the  41st 
Peaks of Otter Christmas Classic 5K, 
scheduled for Saturday.

Race director Josh Ranes said 445 
people have signed up as of Monday for 
the race and he expects more to come in 
throughout the week. Around 600 com-
peted in last year’s race.

“We’re down this year, but we expect-
ed that,” Ranes said. “The first wave of 
250 runners is full and there’s about 130 
in the second wave. Counting the virtual 
race and one-mile kids race, we have 
445. But the weather is supposed to be 
good Saturday so we’ll probably get 
more signups as the week continues.”

The forecast is calling for mostly 
sunny skies and temperatures in the 
mid-40s when the first wave of the race 
begins at 8:30 a.m. Saturday. The start/
finish line is on the pavilion side of the 
Bedford Baptist Church, 1516 Oakwood 
Street.

“The course follows what is known as 
the Bedford Loop,” Ranes said. “It’s not 
as hard as last year’s course. Last year’s 
course was a lot harder. The record for 
this year’s course is 15 minutes and 35 
seconds and was set years ago.”

Jedaiah Ruhl of New Hill, N.C. won 
last year’s event with a time of 16:36. 
Lynchburg’s Mary Catherine Newsaw 
was the first woman to cross the finish 
line, posting a 19:54. This year, teams 
can also participate for the Corporate 
Cup and Ranes said big squads like CC 
Runners and Holy Name of Mary 
Runner has already signed up.

Like everything else since March, 
Ranes said the event’s format has 
changed from last year to comply with 
state COVID-19 mandates.

“Basically we have created two sepa-
rate events which will all be combined 
in the finish line scoring by Riverside 
Runners,” Ranes said. 

“The 5K event has two separate starts 
of 250. Wave 1 is at 8:30 a.m. and Wave 
2 is 9:45 a.m. Each Wave will have 
separate starts for corrals of 25 runners 
starting approximately one minute apart. 
Waves are assigned in order of registra-
tion.”

Other changes are:
* The Youth 1 mile will have a new 

start time of 10 a.m.
* All results will be ranked on “chip” 

time and combined from both WAVES.
* Participants are asked to wear a 

mask when not participating.
* Participants are asked to practice 

social distancing before and after the 
event (especially when staging them-
selves for our start).

* Participants are asked to warm up 
and warm down away from our start / 
finish line.

“Unfortunately, we will not be able to 
hold our post race ceremony but awards 
will be available for pick up on a later 
date,” Ranes said.

Sponsors for this year’s event include 
Destination Bedford Welcome Center 
and Beacon Credit Union. Visit www.
christmasclassic5K.com for more infor-
mation or to signup.

Swinging in the sun

Photo by Chris Morris

Trey Leslie of Forest gets in some time on the driving range before starting his round Saturday at London Downs.

Photo by Chris Morris

Geoff Albach of Huddleston warms up before practicing his putting.

Golfers get in post-holiday 
play at London Downs

BY CHRIS MORRIS
Sports Editor

The calendar may have said Nov. 28 
but the thermometer recorded tempera-
tures in the 60s and local golfers took 
advantage of the spring-like weather to 
work off some of their Thanksgiving 

calories at London Downs Golf Club.
The course was packed Saturday as 

players tried to get in a few more 
rounds before winter’s icy grasp tight-
ened on Virginia.

Temperatures are expected to be more 
seasonal this week in the region.

Photo by Chris Morris

A golfer lines up her approach on the No. 6 
hole Saturday at London Downs Golf Club.

Photo by Chris Morris

A player prepares to putt Saturday at London 
Downs Golf Club.

There are some format 
changes due to COVID-19 
rules for the 41st Peaks of 

Otter race on Saturday

See RULES 3B



games, others are mulling 
allowing just seniors’ par-
ents to attend games and 
there’s even the possibility 
of a total ban on spectators 
altogether.

“At this time, Bedford 
County Public Schools are 
looking into virtual options 
for all three county high 
schools,” said Staunton 
River Athletic Director 
Josh Smallwood. “One is 
the NFHS Pixellot system 
that the VHSL uses for its 
state game and over 200 
schools in Virginia have 
signed on to use.”

The Pixellot system 
allows for spectators to 
live stream games from 
their home computers or 
any digital outlet that has 
the capability.

“It’s a great network for 
our fans to subscribe to 
and even watch our teams 
when they travel, assum-
ing our opponent is also 
using Pixellot.”

Staunton River also faces 
another situation. Recently, 
school administrators 
within the Alleghany and 
Roanoke Health districts, 
which includes 13 high 
schools, agreed to deter-
mine whether their winter 
sports teams will compete 
based on the spread of the 
virus.

Since Staunton River 
plays in the Blue Ridge 
District, all of its oppo-
nents fall into those health 
districts.

With the high number of 
cases in those regions now, 
there would be no high 
school games of any sort.

The schools in those 
divisions are trying to 
come up a plan to play 
during the pandemic, but 
nothing has been deter-
mined for certain.

“I feel like I should put 
‘to be continued’ at the end 
of every statement dealing 
with this,” Smallwood 
said.

Seminole District teams 
Liberty and Jefferson 
Forest shouldn’t be affect-
ed by those health district 
rulings, but they are deal-
ing with their own issues. 
Jedd Zaring, Jefferson 
Forest athletic director, 
said the district is consid-
ering allowing no specta-
tors into games.

“Obviously,  the 
Governor’s announcement 
mandating a maximum of 
25 participants severely 
limits our ability to accom-
modate spectators,” he 
said. “And with school 
cheer squads, pep bands 
and student spirit groups 
like our Hype Platoon con-
sidered part of the 25 num-
ber, there really won’t be 
any available seating to 
speak of.

“Additionally, in an 
effort to give our athletes 
the best opportunity for a 
season, the Seminole 
District is recommending 
that no outside spectators 
be admitted this year.  

“We are well aware of 
the hardship this puts on 
our parents, especially 
senior parents, so we are 
working hard on a plan to 

be able to live stream 
games so families have an 
option for watching their 
kids play. Our goal is to 
have a system operational 
by the time games start in 
late December.

“We are also looking at 
structuring our Senior 
Night ceremonies in a way 
that allows senior parents 
and families admittance 
into at least one game this 
winter season.”

Lori Mattson, Liberty 
High athletic director, also 
said the school is working 
on a plan that will include 
the parents of seniors.

“Once we finish up try-
outs with cheer we will 
know how many addition-
al spectators we will be 
able to bring in,” she said. 
“We will be using our 
home games to provide an 
opportunity for our senior 
families to get to see their 
child compete and cheer. 
We will be trying to solid-
ify a plan as soon as those 
rosters are finalized.”

Mattson said there is a 
Region 3C meeting this 
week and some more clari-
fication may come from 
that. 

But while some counties 
and districts are working 
toward having an abbrevi-
ated season for all high 
school sports, some across 
the state have scrapped the 
seasons. Roanoke’s private 
schools are opted to forgo 
sports this season as have 
Richmond and Alexandria 
city schools. Last week, 
Williamsburg and James 
City schools announced 
they were cancelling the 
season.

Bath County schools 
have delayed winter sports 
seasons until Jan. 18.

“Hopefully the state will 
provide some clarification 
as we get closer to the start 
of the season,” Mattson 
said.

No matter what happens, 
there is no option that is 
going to make 100 percent 
of the folks in Bedford 
County happy. But offi-
cials in the county and at 
the schools are trying to 
find the best option that is 
acceptable to the most 
people.

“These are difficult deci-
sions with many unintend-
ed consequences,” Zaring 
said. “We are cognizant of 
the fact that folks won’t be 
happy with all of our 
actions, but as I said, our 
main priority is to do 
everything we can to get 
our kids’ games played.  
We hope that the commu-
nity understands that we 
are doing the best we can 
during these unprecedent-
ed times.” 
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Submitted
Ricky Stanley of Big Island takes a turn during a Hare Scramble series race last season. Stanley won the 2020 cham-
pionship of the Virginia Cross Country Series. 

BY CHRIS MORRIS
Sports Editor

Ricky Stanley can be con-
sidered an adreneline junk-
ie.

When the Big Island resi-
dent isn’t climbing towers 
for a local broadband pro-
vider he’s zooming through 
challenging motorcycle 
trails across the state.

The 31-year-old recently 
won the 2020 championship 
of the Virginia Cross 
Country Hare Scramble 
Series (VXCS).

In addiiton, he finished 
fourth in the Virginia 
Championship Hare 
Scramble Series (VCHSS). 
He said some “terrible bike 
problems” caused him to 
post some DNFs in a few 
races in that series.

Surprisingly, he accom-
plished these feats compet-
ing against riders much 
younger than him.

“Yeah, I go out there 
against the young bucks,” 
he said. “It’s a good healthy 
hobby. It gives you a reason 
to stay in shape.”

The Hare Scramble series 
is an off-road competition 
that is somewhere between 
moto-cross and enduro rac-
ing.

Stanley said it’s more 
technical than moto-cross 
and requires a great deal of 
endurance.

In Virginia, the season 
runs from March to October 
and traverses the state.

“We’ve  had races in the 
Virginia Beach area and 
have gone down around 
Grundy and Clintwood, he 
said. 

Stanley raced in six 
VXCS raes last season and 
10 races in VCHSS. He 
competes in the 30+ C 
Class.

He’s only been competing 
in the series for a couple of 
years and admits he’s 
“doing really well.”

He’s looking forward to 
the 2021 season to defend 
his title.

Dirt biker 
motors 
to title

Submitted
Ricky Stanley was doused with mud during one race last season The Hare Scramble 
series is held on many courses across the state. 

Submitted
Ricky Stanley (right) prepares for the start of race last season. 

No more training wheels
With some help from his father Ryan, Peyton 
White, 7, took his first bicycle ride without train-
ing wheels Saturday in the parking lot at 
Jefferson Forest HIgh School. Looking on were 
Peyton’s mother, Jenny, and his sisters Kaley, 
10 and Elle, 3. After taking a few solo laps with-
out dad’s help, Peyton got tangled with Kaley 
and they fell into a heap (below). Good thing 
they were wearing their helmets. (Photos by 
Chris Morris)

Rules:   From Page 1B

“We hope that the 
community under-
stands that we are 
doing the best we 
can during these 
unprecedented 
times.”

Jedd Zaring
Jefferson Forest 

Athletic Director
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NO ADMITTANCENO ADMITTANCE

The Bedford County School Board gave its 
OK for high school sports, but it also ruled 

that no parents or fans can attend

BY CHRIS MORRIS
Sports Editor

High school athletes got good news and bad 
news last week from the Bedford County 
School Board.

The good news, after weeks of uncertainty, 
was that high school sports will happen, albeit 
in an abbreviated, controlled manner.

The bad news was that those athletes will not 
be playing in front of their families and friends, 
who will have to watch the games at home on 
their computers.

After much discussion 
and public comment, the 
school board voted unani-
mously that the high 
schools will play sports, 
but the playing of those 
games will be determined 
by the color-coded state 
virus map. If Bedford 
County or the county of an 
opponent is shaded red, the 
game will be postponed.

And the board OK’d that 
no spectators will be 
allowed to attend the 
games, despite Virginia 
Gov. Ralph Northam’s 
announcement earlier 
Thursday that 25 specta-
tors will be allowed at rec-
reational sporting events.

It was a tough compro-
mise and one the school 
board went back and forth 
with for nearly two hours 
at its packed meeting. 
Some board members cited 
the risk of players contract-
ing the COVID-19 virus 
and passing it along to oth-
ers as reason to cancel 
sports throughout the 
county’s public schools.

Several members of the 
public, mostly health and 
medical employees, 
expressed the same senti-
ment.

Others, led by board 
chairman Martin Leamy, 
argued that athletes face 
risk every time they suit 
up. Not just from the virus 
but from everything from 
broken bones to cuts and 
scrapes. Leamy said the 
mental health benefits the 
athletes get from organized 

sports outweighed the pos-
sibility of getting the virus, 
which, according to most 
data, is not as dangerous to 
teens as it is to older mem-
bers of the population.

“I understand and I 
respect this disease, I truly 
do,” Leamy said. “But we 
can’t live in fear. We have 
to understand that life is all 
about risk mitigation. We 
have cars. People get killed 
in cars, so what do we do? 
We’ve got air bags, we’ve 
got seat belts, we’ve got 
turn signals, we’ve got 
traffic signals. Those are 
all risk mitigation mecha-
nisms.

“The VHSL has provided 
us with risk mitigation pro-
tocols. I don’t understand 
why this is even an issue. 
We’ve provided parents 
and families an academic 
choice. Are you comfort-
able sending your son or 
daughter to school? If you 
are, great. Here’s an option. 
If you’re not, Bedford 
Connects is tailor-made for 
you. We need to provide 
the same athletic choice to 
families as we do with aca-
demics.

“Leave it up to the fami-

lies. Leave it up to their 
choice whether or not they 
are comfortable with their 
son or daughter participat-
ing in school sports. That’s 
what this should be about, 
not a bunch of Brainiacs 
sitting around this table 
telling families what’s best 
for them. That needs to be 
their choice, not ours.”

Shortly after, the board 
agreed to have middle 
school, JV and varsity 
sports.

That decision put the ball 
in the court of the county’s 
athletic directors.

It’s up to them to deter-
mine weekly if their teams 
will be playing and how 
they are going to make the 
games available online to 
the parents and fans of 
Liberty, Jefferson Forest 
and Staunton River.

“We will be offering free 
live streaming for all our 
games on campus,” said 
Jedd Zaring, athletic direc-
tor at JF. “Planning for this 
is underway.”

Schools are looking into 
the Pixellot streaming sys-
tems and if that system is 
not installed in time for the 
start of games, the county 
plans to stream games over 
YouTube with its own 
cameras.

“There has been discus-
sions between Bedford 
County Public Schools and 
the NFHS Network to par-
ticipate in their Pixellot 
program, which is a 
streaming service some-
what like YouTubeTV that 
is subscription based,” said 
Josh Smallwood, the AD at 
Staunton River. “We hope 
to have this in place very 

soon for our fans.”
Lori Mattson, Liberty 

High’s AD, also gave the 
Pixellot system high 
marks.

“We have an amazing 
opportunity that will pro-
vide a first-class viewing 
experience for our families 
that unfortunately won’t be 
able to be at the games in 
person,” she said. “We are 
in the planning stages … 
but thanks to amazing peo-
ple in this county, our fam-
ilies will not miss a game 
until the county is able to 
get the cameras up and 
running with NFHS 
Pixellot.”

But these measures may 
be moot if games cannot be 
played. 

VHSL 
lifts 

mask 
ruling

High school 
athletes not 
required to 
wear masks 

during games

BY CHRIS MORRIS
Sports Editor

Four days after issuing an 
order that high school ath-
letes in most sports must 
wear a mask during compe-
titions and practice, the 
Virginia High School 
League reversed course 
Monday and rescinded the 
directive.

Originally, the VHSL said 
it was following Virginia 
Department of Health and 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics guidelines rec-
ommending masks be worn 
nearly 100 percent of the 
time during games and 
practices with the exception 
of cheerleading, gymnas-
tics, wrestling and swim-
ming. 

However, after a closer 
reading of Gov. Ralph 
Northam’s Executive Order 
72, the VHSL determined 
the order didn’t need to be 
so restrictive.

“On December 10, the 
VHSL announced that it ‘is 
requiring each school to fol-
low the recommendations 
of the Virginia Department 
of Health (VDH) and the 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP)’ that stu-
dents and coaches wear 
masks while participating in 
sports,” according to a news 
release issued Monday by 
the VHSL. 

“This requirement was 
issued in response to infor-
mation that the Governor’s 
Requirement to Wear Face 
Coverings would include 
such a provision.  However, 
EO 72 when issued stated 
that Face Coverings require-
ments “do not apply to … 
individuals exercising or 
using exercise equipment.” 

Accordingly, the VHSL 
rescinded its “requirement” 
that face coverings be worn 
during training and compe-
tition and is reissuing its 
guidance to conform with 
the intent of EO 72 that face 
masks are “strongly encour-
aged” but not required.

 Each school may contin-
ue to exercise its discretion 
and judgment as to safety 
steps within its athletics 
programs as it pertains to 
face coverings, the release 
said.

“VHSL apologizes for 
any confusion created by its 
original release,” said 
VHSL Executive Director, 
Dr. John W. “Billy” Haun. 
“We ask the public to under-
stand that it is the first mis-
sion of VHSL to make sure 
that athletics are conducted 
in a safe and healthy envi-
ronment, and it was that 
desire that motivated the 
original decision.” 

In its release last week, 
the VHSL said “During 
times of substantial 
COVID-19 activity VDH 
strongly advises athletes to 
wear masks at all times dur-
ing group training, competi-

Photo by Chris Morris
Susannah Allen, a junior at Liberty High School, participates in a protest Thursday out-
side the Bedford County School Board meeting.

Photo by Chris Morris
Jefferson Forest basketball players Joseph Peters (far left) and Tyson Gage (middle) join 
with Susannah Allen during Thursday’s protest.

Screenshot
The Bedford County School Board discusses allowing 
sports in public schools during its Thursday meeting.

“I understand 
and I respect this 
disease. But we 
can’t live in fear.”

Martin Leamy
Bedford County 

School Board chairman

See SPORTS 2B

See MASKS 2B
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Short takes

Sports:   From Page 1B

Liberty sets 3-point record – Liberty 
seniors Ashtyn Baker and Emily Lytle  
played leading roles in the Lady Flames’ 
record-breaking 85-60 victory over 
Carson-Newman.

The duo combined for eight of 
Liberty’s team-record 14 3-pointers, 
while Lytle knocked down her 27th con-
secutive free throw without a miss, set-
ting a new program record.

Liberty improves to 3-3 on the season, 
remaining unbeaten at Liberty Arena 
with a 3-0 home mark.

Wood Brothers awarded FIA 
Heritage Cup – For 70 years Wood 
Brothers Racing has excelled in – and 
transformed – the world of motorsports.

As the longest tenured team in 
NASCAR history, the Wood Brothers 
have compiled a literal Hall of Fame 
resume both on and off the track. 

For their accomplishments across 
seven decades, Wood Brothers Racing 
has been named the 2020 recipient of 
the FIA Founding Members Club 
Heritage Cup. 

The award is presented to an individu-
al, institution, entity or object in recog-
nition of exceptional or outstanding 
achievement within or contribution to 
the historic vehicle world.

“It truly is an honor to win this award,” 
said Eddie Wood, Wood Brothers 
Racing president and co-owner, and son 
of team founder Glen Wood. “The fact 
that it’s a worldwide honor makes it 
even more special. We’re mainly known 
in American motorsports, but this is 
much bigger than that.”

NASCAR announces start times 
and networks for 2021 – NASCAR, in 
collaboration with FOX Sports and 
NBC Sports, announced the 2021 race 
start times and networks for the 
NASCAR Cup Series, NASCAR 
Xfinity Series and NASCAR Camping 
World Truck Series seasons.

Twenty-three total races will air on 
FOX and NBC this year, a two-race 
increase over 2020. Eleven of those will 
air on FOX, including the first seven 
Cup Series races of the season begin-
ning with the Daytona 500 (Sunday, 

Feb. 14, 2:30 p.m.). The first premier 
series race on dirt since 1970 will also 
air live on FOX when the Cup Series 
rolls into Bristol Motor Speedway 
(Sunday, March 28, 3:30 p.m. ET).

Another 12 races will air on NBC, 
including the debut of the Cup Series at 
Road America (Sunday, July 4, 2:30 
p.m.). The Cup Series Championship 
from Phoenix Raceway (Sunday, Nov. 
7, 3 p.m.) highlights five NASCAR Cup 
Series playoff races airing on NBC.

Five Xfinity Series tilts will air live on 
broadcast television in 2021, highlight-
ed by the series’ first visit of the season 
to Talladega Superspeedway (Saturday, 
Apr. 24, 4 p.m., FOX) and three con-
secutive playoff races: the Charlotte 
Roval (Saturday, Oct. 9, 3 p.m., NBC), 
Texas Motor Speedway (Saturday, Oct. 
16, 3 p.m., NBC) and Kansas Speedway 
(Saturday, Oct. 23, 3 p.m., NBC).

Martinsville Speedway will host a pair 
of primetime events in the spring with 
both the Xfinity Series (Apr. 9, 8 p.m., 
FS1) and Cup Series (Apr. 10, 7:30 
p.m., FS1) taking the green flag under 
the lights on consecutive evenings.

 
Fralins endow UVa football coach 

position – The University of Virginia’s 
department of athletics and the Virginia 
Athletics Foundation (VAF) announced 
a commitment of $5 million from 
Cynthia and Heywood Fralin to endow 
the head football coach’s position.

This is the first commitment following 
a matching gift program recently creat-
ed by the athletics department and the 
VAF to encourage gifts to endow each 
of the football coaching positions and 
the director of athletics position.

LU’s Symons is Broyles Award 
nominee – Liberty’s defensive coordi-
nator Scott Symons, who is in his sec-
ond year leading the Flames’ defensive 
effort, has been named a nominee for 
the 2020 Broyles Award. The award 
honors college football’s top assistant 
coaches.

The 56 nominees in this year’s class 
were selected from approximately 1,270 
assistant coaches representing 127 
Division I programs across the country.

Currently, Bedford County is in the red 
of the Virginia Department of Health 
school metrics map. The counties sur-
rounding Bedford are also red. In fact, on 
the latest map, all but five counties in the 
state are red. Public school basketball 
teams across the state are supposed to 
begin playing Dec. 21.

“For Dec. 21 games, that decision 
would be made sometime before the 
game,” Zaring said. “ A decision as to 
lead time -- 24 hours, 48 hours, 1 week 
-- hasn’t been made yet. The Seminole 
District is probably going to move the 
December games back to start after 
Winter Break. They are trying to help 
BCPS as much as possible to get our 
games played.”

Smallwood is taking a similar stance.
“I will meet every Monday with our 

principal to review the applicable data 
and determine the status of our games for 
the week,” he said.

No matter when games begin, the nearly 
2,000 athletes in Bedford County schools 
from 6th grade to 12th grade, are happy 
they will be playing. It’s been almost 300 
days since there has been competition 
between public schools in the state.

Jefferson Forest basketball players 
Tyson Gage and Joseph Peters were 
among a dozen or so athletes who were 
demonstrating outside the school board 
meeting Thursday. The group wanted to 
“make their voice heard” before the 
board’s decision. During the meeting, the 
demonstrators could be heard chanting, 
“We want sports! We want sports!”

“We’re really hoping for a season, obvi-
ously,” said Gage, standing along with 
Peters. “Especially now that we’re 
seniors. One last season. We’ve been 
waiting for this year for a long time. It’s 
very important to us, for sure.”

Added Peters: “For me and Tyson, this 
is our way to college.”

Liberty track athlete Susannah Allen, 

who was also among the demonstrators, 
echoed her peers at JF.

“I’m a junior this year and I’m looking 
at going to school and college for track,” 
said Allen, a pole vaulter. “I’m trying to 
get a track scholarship. I need this junior 
year for colleges to look at and I defi-
nitely think it can happen with social 
distancing and wearing a mask.

“I’m hoping (the board) support us. I’m 
thinking positively.”

It worked.
But it wasn’t all good news. Families of 

the athletes will not be able to attend their 
games and it is disappointing many moth-
ers and fathers.

“I am a mother of four, all four of my 
children participate or participated in 
sports activities,” said Forest resident 
Jane Morris. “It proved to be an integral 
part of their growing up and was essential 
to their social and physical wellbeing. I 
am not happy about the ‘no spectator’ 
rule, as I am the parent of a senior wres-
tler, and have only missed one of his 
competitions since he was 5 years old.

“If that’s what will allow them to com-
pete, I’m all for it. It’s all about the kids. 
They have and will continue to abide by 
any restrictions put in place to be able to 
participate in sports. We all understand 
the virus can be serious to some and are 
willing to take any and all precautions to 
ensure their participation in sports doesn’t 
result in the spread of it.”

She’s not alone. 
“My parents definitely want to be at the 

games,” Peters said.
“Mine as well,” chimed in Gage.
Allen said it wasn’t the best situation, 

but was pleased that there will be compe-
tition again.

“I think the best hope is we’ll be able to 
play, there just won’t be spectators,” she 
said. “That sucks, but if we can still play 
and that’s how it is, then I’m fine with 
that.”

tion, and on the sidelines. There is strong 
evidence to show that mask use prevents 
the spread of COVID-19.  We also know 
that participating in sports has both physi-
cal and psychological health benefits. 
Risks from the virus can be decreased if 
athletes, coaches, officials, and spectators 
follow public health guidelines.   

Additionally, if wearing a mask makes 
participation in sports difficult, it is advis-
able not to participate in sports at this 
time.

The reversal wasn’t that surprising to 
Staunton River Athletic Director Josh 
Smallwood.

“I’ve quickly learned to not be surprised 
by anything and to expect ongoing clarifi-
cation,” he said. “Many of our documents 
are considered living documents and 

change can be expected.”
Across the state, the directive last week 

was met with mixed reactions.
“I totally support wearing a mask for the 

bus ride and the warmup,” Ocean Lakes 
track coach Mike Nestor said in a story 
published by the Daily Press. “However, it 
would not be a good idea for a mile or 
2-mile race, especially indoors, where the 
air is already so dry.”

“I am very surprised at the updated man-
date,” Lakeland basketball coach Clint 
Wright said in the same story. “Notably, 
we don’t make the rules, we abide by 
them. My heart goes out to the student/
athletes who have to deal with this addi-
tional equipment. It will hinder perfor-
mance, communication and the overall 
quality of the game.”

Masks:   From Page 1B

Photo by Chris Morris
Smith Mountain Lake Christian Academy’s Kierra Smith (left) battles for position with 
Roanoke Valley Christian’s Apsen King on Monday at RVCS.

Ospreys split pair 
with Roanoke Valley 

BY CHRIS MORRIS
Sports Editor

The Smith Mountain 
Lake Christian Academy 
basketball teams went 1-1 
Monday against Roanoke 
Valley Christian School 
with the Ospreys’ boys 
squad claiming a 51-26 
win over the Eagles and 
the girls falling 55-29.

With the win, the 
SMLCA boys improved to 
2-0 on the season, includ-
ing a season-opening win 
over Southwest Virginia 
Homeschoolers last week.

Cole Webster led the 
Ospreys on Monday with 
24 points and 8 rebounds. 
Mason Neighbors added 
11 points and 9 rebounds 
while Ben Roberson had 9 
points and Sam Smith 
posted 9 rebounds.

“The defense played 
really well throughout the 
game,” said SMLCA 
coach Mike Greathouse. 

“We’re still trying to find 
rhythm on the offensive 
end.”

In the girls game, the 
Lady Ospreys (0-2) started 
strong and hung with the 
Eagles for much of the 
first quarter, but they went 
cold in the second quarter 

and could never get back 
into the game.

Rose Duncombe led 
SMLCA with 9 points and 
4 rebounds. Paris 
Williamson chipped in 
with six points and Alexis 
Teter finished with 5 
points. 

Photo by Chris Morris
Smith Mountain Lake Christian Academy coach Amana 
Beverly draws up a play during a timeout Monday against  
Roanoke Valley Christian School.

Hokies to keep Fuente as coach
BY ALEX SEATS

CBS Sports
Justin Fuente is likely coming off the hot 

seat and returning to Blacksburg next sea-
son. As of Monday, multiple sources are 
reporting that Virginia Tech plans to retain 
Fuente as their head football coach. 

On Monday evening, Virginia Tech 
announced a Tuesday news conference 
regarding football topics. Fuente was list-
ed among the staff available during the 
Early Signing Day media opportunity. 

Fuente arrived in Blacksburg after turn-
ing around Memphis (2012-15). After 
going 7-15 in his first two years, Fuente 
led the Tigers to a 10-3 record in his third 
season, including a Miami Beach Bowl 
win over BYU. The following season 
Memphis went 9-3 without a bowl appear-
ance. 

Before the Memphis gig, Fuente had 
gained recognition for his success as the 
offensive coordinator and quarterbacks 
coach at TCU, working with future NFL 
starting quarterback Andy Dalton in a 
stretch that saw the Horned Frogs com-
plete a pair of undefeated regular-seasons 
and notch a Rose Bowl win vs. Wisconsin 
on New Year’s Day 2011.

In his first season at Virginia Tech, 
Fuente was named the 2016 ACC Coach 
of the Year after he led the Hokies to a 9-3 
regular-season record and a trip to the 
ACC Championship. The Hokies finished 
10-4 following a 35-24 Belk Bowl victory 
over Arkansas.

The Hokies finished the 2020 campaign 
5-6, 5-5 in the ACC, following a 33-15 win 
over rival Virginia to reclaim the 
Commonwealth Cup. 

BY ANTHONY CASTROVINCE
MLB.com

After several months of discussion sparked 
by the death of George Floyd and a national 
reckoning over race and colonialism, the 
Cleveland Indians have decided to change their 
name.

Team owner Paul Dolan confirmed the deci-
sion on Monday, following a process that 
involved conversations with fans, players, local 
and national Native American groups, 
Cleveland civic leaders, corporate sponsors 
and leading Native American researchers.

“Our role is to unite the community,” Dolan 
told MLB.com. “There is a credible number of 
people in this community who are upset by 
our name, are hurt by our name, and there is 
no reason for our franchise to bear a name that 
is divisive.”

The decision follows a similar move by the 
NFL’s Washington Football Team. Unlike the 
Washington Football Team, however, 
Cleveland’s baseball team will continue to be 
known as the Indians - the name it has carried 
since 1915.

The earliest a new name will be used is 
2022, but the team has not set a firm date. 
Dolan did not confirm any of the replacement 
names or concepts being discussed internally, 
but he did make it clear that the team will not 
make its informal nickname - the Tribe - its 
new team name.

“It’s not going to be a half-step away from 
the Indians,” Dolan said. “We will not have a 
Native American-themed name.”

Native American groups and others have 
long protested the use of Indigenous names 
and symbols by professional and amateur 
sports teams. Cleveland removed the conten-

tious Chief Wahoo logo from its caps and jer-
seys prior to the 2019 season, though the team 
still owns the rights to that logo and has con-
tinued to sell merchandise bearing the logo.

Dolan said Monday that, as part of the con-
versation about the nickname, the team has 
decided to donate all profits from the sale of 
Chief Wahoo merchandise to causes that sup-
port the Native American community.

In July, shortly after Washington’s decision 
to change its name was revealed, Dolan 
released a statement that Cleveland would 
review “the best path forward with our team 
name.”

Prior to that statement, Dolan’s public stance 
at the time of the Chief Wahoo decision was 
that the team name itself did not need to be 
addressed. But the events of 2020 compelled 
Dolan and the organization at large to re-
evaluate.

“The biggest change was what’s happened 
this year, starting with George Floyd’s death 
and the recognition that our world has 
changed,” Dolan said. “For me, that raised the 
question of whether we should continue using 
a name like Indians in this new world and 
what lies ahead for us. That wasn’t the deci-
sion, it was merely the decision to answer the 
question. We went to answer the question by 
talking to a wide array of local and national 
groups. We spoke to our whole community, in 
one way or another. I think the answer was 
pretty clear that, while so many of us who 
have grown up with the name and thought of 
it as nothing more than the name of our team 
and that it did not intend to have a negative 
impact on anybody, in particular Native 
Americans, it was having a negative impact on 
those folks.”

Cleveland dropping ‘Indians’ name
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Start of winter sports seasons 
postponed for local teams

Like a motorist stuck at a stoplight, middle school, JV and varsity 
teams in Bedford County are waiting for red to change

BY CHRIS MORRIS
Sports Editor

sports@bedfordbulletin.com

The roller-coaster ride that has 
been high school sports in 
Bedford County the last couple 
of months took some more twists 
and turns last week.

And, like a roller-coaster, it 
ended where it started.

Three separate rulings from 
three different boards last week 
have left county athletes, coach-
es, officials and parents wonder-
ing if, and when, games will 
begin. It’s the same kind of limbo 
they have been dealing with 
since late October when the 
Virginia High School League 
announced that sports will be 
played, but left the details to 
local and county officials.

The wait continues.
One week after unanimously 

voting to allow winter sports 
seasons for middle school, JV 
and varsity teams to begin but be 

tied to the Virginia Department 
of Health metrics map, the 
Bedford County School Board 
opted, in a 4-3 decision during a 
special session last Thursday, to 
keep those constraints in place.

The special session was called 
mostly because of a petition that 
had been circulated around the 
county  - and had garnered nearly 

1,000 signatures - that asked for 
the board to lift the metrics rule, 
thus allowing sports to begin on 
time and unfettered.

The rationale being that the 
VDOH color-coded map hasn’t 
changed from red for Bedford 
County since October and it’s 
unlikely it will change any time 
soon, which would keep local 

athletes idle and basically kill the 
seasons before they start.

The school board’s original 
ruling said that athletes can’t 
play games as long as the county 
is in the red or if their opponent’s 
county is red. To date, only two 
counties in the state aren’t red 
and the state’s COVID-19 num-
bers are expected to spike again 
following the holidays despite 
the virus vaccine starting to make 
its way to thousands across the 
country.

The color-coded map is based 
on three main components:

• The number of new cases per 
1,000 population over a 14-day 
period.

• The percent positives in 
RT-PCR testing over a 14-day 
period.

• The percent of difference in 
transmission between the most 
recent seven-day period and the 

VDOH
The Virginia Department of Health’s 14-day case incident map on 
Dec. 21. The map is one metric used by the Bedford County School 
Board to determine when high schools can begin playing games. 

Liberty, 
Coastal 
to meet 
in bowl 
Rivals, orginally 

schedule to play in 
regular season, 
will face off in 

Cure Bowl 

See DELAY 2B

BY CHRIS MORRIS
Sports Editor

sports@bedfordbulletin.com

In most years, early bowl 
games didn’t generate much 
excitement.

They usually pitted two 
teams with mediocre 
records who barely reached 
the six-win threshold to get 
a postseason bid. Most of 
the must-watch games were 
around New Year’s Eve and 
New Year’s Day.

But, as everyone knows, 
this isn’t a typical year and 
college football fans get an 
extra treat the day after 
Christmas when No. 23 
Liberty squares off against 
No. 9 Coastal Carolina in 
the Cure Bowl.

Kickoff is set for noon at 
Camping World Stadium in 
Orlando, Fla. ESPN will air 
the game.

The one-time Big South 
rivals were scheduled to 
play on Dec. 5 in a late-
season game between two 
top 25 teams having record-
breaking seasons. There 
was such excitement around 
the game that ESPN’s 
College GameDay was 
planning to be there.

But Liberty had to cancel 
due to COVID-19 concerns 
and the Chanticleers quick-
ly scheduled then-undefeat-
ed No. 16 BYU, which 
Coastal eventually defeated 
22-17 to stay unbeaten.

A few weeks later, the 
Cure Bowl extended an 
invitation to the two schools 
and they gladly accepted.

“We are excited to be 
heading back to the Cure 
Bowl and are thrilled with 
our matchup against a top-
ranked opponent in Coastal 
Carolina,” said Liberty 
coach Hugh Freeze.

“Having another chance 
to face Coastal Carolina 
after it was taken away 
from us at the end of our 
regular season gives us a 
chance to finish off a magi-
cal season with another spe-
cial win for Flames Nation.”

It will be Liberty’s second 
straight year of playing in 
the Cure Bowl. The Flames 
captured their first-ever 
bowl victory with a 23-16 
win over Georgia Southern 
last season. It will be 
Coastal’s first bowl trip 
since moving from the Big 
South to the Sun Belt 
Conference.

“We are excited to make 
history with our program’s 
first-ever bowl appearance 
at the Cure Bowl,” said 
Coastal coach Jamey 
Chadwell 

“As the Sun Belt 
Conference Champions, our 
team is excited to represent 
our conference once again 
on a national level. Our 
team, coaches, and staff 
have worked tirelessly dur-
ing this unprecedented time 
with COVID-19 and are 
deserving of this opportu-
nity. It has been a magical 
season this year and we 
look forward to this next 
opportunity in such a well-
respected bowl that sup-
ports a great cause in the 

See BOWL 2B

Washington’s Rivera focused 
on playoffs, not revenge

Despite loss to Seattle, the Washington Football Team stays 
atop NFC East; Panthers up next on schedule

BY NICK SHOOK
NFL.com

Thanks to the failure of the 
rest of the NFC East, the 
Washington Football Team 
owns a one-game lead in the 
division race with two to 
play.

When Washington faces 
its head coach’s former team 
this week, leave the talk of 
revenge at home. This game 
is about getting a step closer 
to the postseason.

“We’re focusing in on the 
playoff run right here,” 
Washington coach Ron 
Rivera said. ... “It becomes a 
storyline if you guys contin-
ue to make it a storyline. I’m 
not going to. After today, 
I’m not going to address it.”

In his first season in 
Washington, Rivera has the 
Football Team on the preci-
pice of an unlikely appear-

ance in the postseason. 
Washington is just 6-8 after 
all, which would put them 
all but out of postseason 
consideration entirely in a 
typical year. But this year is 
atypical for so many rea-
sons, with one being the 
NFC East’s ineptitude.

At 6-8, Washington leads 
the division and got some 
help Sunday when the 
Eagles and Giants each fell 
in their respective games, 
while the Cowboys inched 
closer with their second 
straight victory. 

Washington lost to Seattle 
in Week 15, ending its four-
game winning streak when a 
victory would have made 
things much more comfort-
able over the final two 
weeks.

Instead, Washington will 
need to keep its pedal to the 
floor in order to maintain its 

one-game lead over its divi-
sion rivals. That means 
there’s no time to allow nos-
talgia and reflection to creep 
in -- not with the target still 
in sight.

“The emotion of this 
game, for me, is this organi-
zation,” Rivera said. “This 
organization right now is 
more important than my per-
sonal situation. And I mean 
that. We’ve got 53 guys 
downstairs and a group of 
coaches that, we want to get 
into the playoffs. They want 
to get into the playoffs, and 
we want to do it for them 
and for us. So we have to 
focus in on the game.”

If you’d taken a look at the 
Football Team a month or so 
into the season, you’d have 
little indication that this 
would be a team owning an 
inside track to a division 
crown just before Christmas. 

NFL.com
Washington coach Ron Rivera said he does not consider 
this week’s game against Carolina, his former team, an 
opportunity for revenge.
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Three Hokies named to All-ACC 
first team – Virginia Tech placed three 
players on the All-ACC first team, which 
was announced by the league Tuesday.

Offensive lineman Christian Darrisaw, 
all-purpose player Kahalil Herbert and 
safety Divine Deablo earned first-team 
honors.

UVa didn’t have any first-team selec-
tions, but linebacker Chris Snowden 
made the second team.

Clemson quarterback Trevor Lawrence 
was named player of the year and Notre 
Dame’s Brian Kelly was named coach of 
the year.

UVa No. 16, Hokies No. 24 in AP’s 
Top 25 men’s poll – Virginia’s men’s 
basketall team moved up a spot in this 
week’s Associated Press Top 25 poll to 
No. 16 while Virginia Tech returned to 
the poll at No. 24.

Gonzaga, UVa’s opponent on Saturday, 
is ranked No. 1.

Liberty’s Lytle earns ASUN weekly 
honor – Thanks to her performance dur-
ing Liberty’s 76-66 victory at High 
Point, Emily Lytle was named ASUN 
Conference Women’s Basketball Player 
of the Week.

Lytle is the Lady Flames’ first ASUN 
Player of the Week this season. She  
scored a game-high 25 points during the 
High Point contest, Liberty’s first road 
win of the season. Sixteen of her points 
came after halftime, including nine in 
the fourth quarter. Lytle added seven 
rebounds and a pair of assists to the 
Lady Flames’ third consecutive victory.

 Long Beach Grand Prix postponed 
to Sept. – The Grand Prix Association of 
Long Beach announced that the 2021 
Grand Prix of Long Beach weekend has 
been postponed due to the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic.
The race weekend, originally sched-

uled for April 16-18, has been moved to 
Sept. 24-26. As a result, the Acura Grand 
Prix of Long Beach will now serve as 
the 2021 NTT IndyCar Series season 
finale.

Chase Elliott Joins Action Express 
Racing for Rolex 24 – Action Express 
Racing announced that 2020 NASCAR 
Cup Series champion Chase Elliott will 
make his IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship in January’s Rolex 24 at 
Daytona.

He will be the fourth driver in the 
Whelen Engineering-sponsored No. 31 
Cadillac DPi-V.R. alongside Mike 
Conway, Pipo Derani and Felipe Nasr.

Howard running full Xfinity season 
for JDM – Colby Howard will run full 
time in the NASCAR Xfinity Series in 
2021 for JD Motorsports with Gary 
Keller, the team announced.

Howard will drive the No. 15.
In 2020, Howard made his Xfinity 

debut with JDM, driving the No. 15 in 
all 22 of his starts. The 19-year-old 
scored a best finish of 12th at Daytona 
International Speedway and boasted an 
average finish of 24.9.

K.C.’s Mahomes tops Pro Bowl fan 
voting – Kansas City quarterback 
Patrick Mahomes received 342,353 total 
fan votes to lead all players in balloting 
for the 2021 Pro Bowl. Fan voting ended 
on Thursday, December 17.

Seattle quarterback Russell Wilson 
(335,156 votes) ranked second overall, 
while Tennessee running back Derrick 
Henry (315,359), Kansas City tight end 
Travis Kelce (309,710 votes) and Green 
Bay quarterback Aaron Rodgers 
(309,131 votes) rounded out the top five.

previous seven-day period.
A city or county must be at a moderate, 

low or minimal level in all three measures 
to play games or hold full-scale practices. 
The VDH map is updated daily and found 
on its website.

Rockbridge County schools announced 
last week it was cancelling its winter 
sports seasons, adding to a growing list in 
the state. To date, 40 schools in the state 
have cancelled winter sports and another 
113 in 42 divisions have delayed partici-
pating in winter sports because of virus 
concerns.

One of those is the Seminole District.
Shortly before the Bedford School Board 

meeting last week, the Seminole District 
announced it was pushing the start of its 
seasons from Dec. 21 to Jan. 4. Jefferson 
Forest and Liberty high schools are mem-
bers of the Seminole District.

The district’s ruling said, “The rationale 
behind this decision is rooted in safety for 
our players and staff. The return-to-play 
guidelines established by this committee 
calls for each division to follow their 
Virginia Department of Health approved 
mitigation plans when there is a positive 
case or students being tested for COVID-
19. These plans call for the school’s 
COVID contact tracing teams to make 
decisions about when to quarantine indi-
viduals and groups. The committee 
acknowledged that many of these COVID 
teams will have key members unavailable 
due to winter break and it would not be 
possible to safely contact trace and moni-
tor positive and potential cases. 
Additionally, several of the district’s teams 
are unavailable for competition due to 
COVID cases and quarantines.”

It went on to say, “While we are eager 
for our students to return to competition, 
we are committed to doing so safely and 
responsibly. Safety remains our top prior-
ity and the decisions and actions of our 
administrators are made with our students’ 
best interests and safety in mind.”

A day before that announcement, the 
Lynchburg City School Board also voted 
to postpone games until Jan. 11, thus 
affecting Heritage and E.C. Glass high 
schools, the two teams JF and Liberty 
were supposed to open their seasons 
against.

The Lynchburg board went further when 
it ruled that teams would return to Phase 2 
guidelines until Jan. 11, meaning they 
cannot share equipment and must work 
out in small groups of 5 to 10 people, 
among other constraints.

The Blue Ridge District, which includes 
Staunton River, also reverted back to 
Phase 2. But because Staunton River is in 
Bedford County, it can remain under 
Phase 3 guidelines since the school board 
did not change that rule.

“Our practices will be ongoing,” said 
Staunton River Athletic Director Josh 
Smallwood. “Which is great. At least our 
kids can play against each other and have 
real practices and not individual work-
outs.”

Smallwood and the other two county 
athletic directors were at the school board 
meeting last week. During the meeting, 
Liberty AD Lori Mattson was asked if any 
of her coaches were disgruntled with hav-
ing to go above and beyond their normal 
duties because of the COVID protocols.

“No,” she answered. “They are more 

than willing to do whatever the board 
requires them to do.” 

Board member Dr. John Hicks set the 
tone for the meeting when he voiced his 
support for keeping the VDOH guidelines 
in place.

“I think sports are an important and 
valuable part of student’s school experi-
ence, but I think our primary focus has to 
be on the student’s academic learning 
experience. Under the circumstances 
we’ve had a relatively successful hybrid 
instructional model thus far. We cannot 
jeopardize in-person learning by introduc-
ing inter-school athletic competition that 
may cause student and staff COVID infec-
tion and our quarantine numbers to rise.

“I believe allowing competition before 
VDOH thinks it’s safe to do so is irre-
sponsible. Since our unanimous vote last 
week there has been a 42 percent increase 
in the 14-day total number of positive 
cases per 100,000 and a 24 percent 
increase in 14-day positivity rate for 
Bedford County.

“Just because we want to do something 
doesn’t make that thing safe to do. I 
encourage everyone in the community to 
strictly follow the mitigation practices of 
masks and social distancing that are uni-
versally recommended so that our athletes 
can safely resume competition.”

Members Marcus Hill, Susan Kirby and 
chairman Mart Leamy countered by citing 
county youth and AAU infection num-
bers, the risks of shopping at any retail 
outlet and their own personal experiences 
as athletes and parents of athletes to sup-
port their stance that the VDOH metrics 
should not dictate whether county athletes 
can play or not. 

“Why are we telling these kids no?” 
Kirby asked.

“I’m not getting my brain around why 
there is so much resistance to this,” Leamy 
said. “The state of Virginia has not shut 
down sports. The state of Virginia shut 
down sports last spring. And if the state of 
Virginia did not think that sports were 
safe and can be played with mitigation, 
they would have shut it down this year 
and in 2021.

“So, we need to let families make the 
decision about whether or not their stu-
dents participate. … This can be done 
safely. If this could not be done safely, I 
guarantee you that the state of Virginia 
would shut down competitive sports in a 
heartbeat. They have not done that, so 
why should we?”

Jason Johnson closed the discussion on 
the topic by suggesting the board hold to 
its earlier decision.

“I think it’s important we trust our-
selves,” he said. “Trust the decision that 
we made last week. Let’s give the metric 
more than a week to see where those num-
bers go. … Sports are still continuing and 
maybe competition will be permitted 
down the road. … Let’s give it a chance.”

Shortly after, Johnson, Dr. Hicks, 
Georgia Harriston and Dr. Susan Mele 
voted against changing the previous 
guidelines to allow athletes to play.

Leamy, Kirby and Hill voted in favor of 
it.

So, the wait continues for athletes in 
Bedford County to compete against other 
teams.

Nobody expects this roller-coaster will 
stop running.

Dec. 21
Myrtle Beach Bowl

Appalachian State 56, North 
Texas 28

Brooks Stadium (Conway, S.C.)
2:30 p.m. on ESPN

Dec. 22
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl

Tulane vs. Nevada
Albertsons Stadium (Boise, Idaho)
3:30 p.m. on ESPN

RoofClaim.com Boca Raton 
Bowl

UCF vs. BYU
FAU Stadium (Boca Raton, Florida)
7 p.m. on ESPN

Dec. 23
R+L Carriers New Orleans 

Bowl
Louisiana Tech vs. Georgia 

Southern
Mercedes-Benz Superdome (New 

Orleans)
3 p.m. on ESPN

Montgomery Bowl
Memphis vs. Florida Atlantic
Cramton Bowl (Montgomery, Ala.)
7 p.m. on ESPN or ESPN2 and the 

ESPN App

Dec. 24
New Mexico Bowl

Hawai’i vs. Houston
Toyota Stadium (Frisco, Texas)
3:30 p.m. on ESPN

Dec. 25
Camellia Bowl

Marshall vs. Buffalo
Cramton Bowl (Montgomery, Ala.)
2:30 p.m. on ESPN

Dec. 26
Union Home Mortgage 

Gasparilla Bowl
South Carolina vs. UAB
Raymond James Stadium (Tampa, 

Fla.)
Noon on ABC

Cure Bowl
Liberty vs. Coastal Carolina
Camping World Stadium (Orlando, 

Fla.)
Noon on ESPN

SERVPRO First Responder 
Bowl

Louisiana vs. UTSA
Gerald J. Ford Stadium (Dallas)
3:30 p.m. on ABC

LendingTree Bowl
Western Kentucky vs. 

Georgia State
Ladd-Peebles Stadium (Mobile, Ala.)
3:30 p.m. on ESPN

Dec. 29
Cheez-It Bowl

Oklahoma State vs. Miami
Camping World Stadium (Orlando, 

Fla.)
5:30pm ET on ESPN

Valero Alamo Bowl
Texas vs. Colorado
Alamodome (San Antonio)
9 p.m. on ESPN

Dec. 30
Duke’s Mayo Bowl

Wake Forest vs. Wisconsin
Bank of America Stadium (Charlotte, 

N.C.)
Noon on ESPN

TransPerfect Music City 
Bowl

Iowa vs. Missouri
Nissan Stadium (Nashville, Tenn.)
4 p.m. on ESPN and the ESPN App

Goodyear Cotton Bowl 
Classic

Oklahoma vs. Florida
AT&T Stadium (Arlington, Texas)
8 p.m. on ESPN

Dec. 31
Lockheed Martin Armed 

Forces Bowl
Tulsa vs. Mississippi State
Amon G. Carter Stadium (Fort 

Worth, Texas)
Noon on ESPN

Arizona Bowl
Ball State vs. San Jose State
Arizona Stadium (Tucson, Ariz.)
2 p.m. on CBSSN

AutoZone Liberty Bowl
West Virginia vs. Army
Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium 

(Memphis, Tenn.)
4 p.m. on ESPN

Mercari Texas Bowl
Arkansas vs. TCU
NRG Stadium (Houston)
8 p.m. on ESPN

Jan. 1
Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl

Cincinnati vs. Georgia
Mercedes-Benz Stadium (Atlanta)
Noon on ESPN

Vrbo Citrus Bowl
Auburn vs. Northwestern
Camping World Stadium (Orlando, 

Fla.)
1 p.m. on ABC

College Football Playoff 
Semifinal at The Rose Bowl 
No. 1 Alabama vs. No. 4 

Notre Dame
AT&T Stadium (Arlington, Texas)
4 p.m. on ESPN

College Football Playoff 
Semifinal at the Sugar Bowl
No. 2 Clemson vs. No. 3 Ohio 

State
Mercedes-Benz Superdome (New 

Orleans)
8 p.m. on ESPN

Jan. 2
TaxSlayer Gator Bowl

N.C. State vs Kentucky
TIAA Bank Field (Jacksonville, 

Fla.)
Noon on ESPN and the ESPN 

App

Outback Bowl
Ole Miss vs. Indiana
Raymond James Stadium (Tampa, 

Fla)
12:30 p.m. on ABC

PlayStation Fiesta Bowl
Oregon vs. Iowa State
State Farm Stadium (Glendale, 

Ariz.)
4 p.m. on ESPN

Capital One Orange Bowl
Texas A&M vs. North Carolina
Hard Rock Stadium (Miami Gardens, 

Fla.)
8 p.m. on ESPN

Jan 11
College Football Playoff 
National Championship

Hard Rock Stadium (Miami 
Gardens, Fla.)

8 p.m. on ESPN

Canceled bowls (16): Bahamas, 
Birmingham, Celebration, Fenway, 
Frisco, Guaranteed Rate, Hawai’i, 
Holiday, Independence, LA, Las 
Vegas, Military, Pinstripe, Quick 
Lane, Redbox, Sun

2020-21 bowl games

great city of Orlando.” 
Coastal and Liberty are no strangers, as 

former Big South foes they were 7-7 
against each other. The Chants are cur-
rently 11-0 on the season and are one of 
five remaining undefeated teams in the 
country. They were scheduled to face off 
against Louisiana in the Sun Belt 
Conference Championship game last 
Saturday, but the game was canceled due 
to COVID-19 issues.

Liberty comes into the game looking to 
cap its best season in program history. The 
Flames finished the regular season with a 
9-1 record and are currently ranked No. 23 
in the final regular season Associated 
Press and Amway Coaches national top-25 
polls.

“We are grateful to ESPN and the Cure 
Bowl for creating a top 25 matchup 
between Liberty and Coastal Carolina,” 
said Liberty Athletic Director Ian McCaw. 
“This game features two of the fastest ris-
ing programs in the nation and it will be a 
treat for college football fans including 
Flames Nation.”

The Chanticleers were ranked No. 9 in 
the Associated Press top 25 Poll and No. 
11 in the Amway Coaches Poll, the 10th-
straight week in which CCU was in both 

national polls. The Chanticleers were 
ranked No. 12 in the latest College Football 
Playoff rankings.

Coastal is on a 12-game winning streak, 
dating back to last season, which is tied 
with No. 1 Alabama for the longest current 
winning streak in the nation. 

The Chanticleers’ 11-0 season is the first 
undefeated regular season in program his-
tory and Sun Belt Conference history.

The opportunity to pair up these two 
rivals was too good to pass up for Alan 
Gooch,  Cure Bowl Executive Director 
and Orlando Sports Foundation CEO.

“We are honored to welcome Coastal 
Carolina and welcome back last year’s 
Cure Bowl Champion Liberty to the Cure 
Bowl,” Gooch said. 

“This is the Cure Bowl’s first ranked 
matchup in our six-year history and we 
have an undefeated Coastal Carolina 
ranked No. 9, and a one-loss Liberty 
ranked No. 23. This a great matchup, and 
(soon) we will get to see these two great 
teams battle it out at Camping World 
Stadium. The matchup takes the bowl to 
another level, however, the Cure Bowl’s 
mission of bringing teams together to find 
a cure for cancer always remains the 
same.”

Bowl:   From Page 1B
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