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Scudder
Out As
BV City
Manager
Mayor Says He
Wants ‘New Vision’
By Ed Smith

Buena	Vista	City	Council	began	the	new	
year	 last	week	 by	 voting	 5-2	 to	 oust	City	
Manager	 Jay	 Scudder,	 who	 has	 agreed	 to	
stay	on	until	his	successor	is	found.

Council’s	majority	voted	not	to	reappoint	
the	city	manager,	despite	not	having	given	
any	 public	 indication	 that	 members	 were	
dissatisfied	with	Scudder’s	job	performance.	
In	fact,	Council	gave	the	city	manager	high	
marks	in	its	most	recent	evaluation.

Scudder	said	Council’s	action	at	its	bien-
nial	 reorganization	meeting	 last	 Thursday	
took	him	by	 surprise.	 In	what	 appeared	 to	
be	a	 routine	procedure,	Lisa	Clark	made	a	
motion	 to	 reappoint	Scudder	 that	was	 sec-
onded	by	Tyson	Cooper.	When	Council	was	
polled,	however,	only	Clark	and	Cooper	cast	
their	votes	in	the	affirmative.	Voting	to	not	
reappoint	 Scudder	 were	 Melvin	 Henson,	
new	member	Cheryl	Hickman,	Mayor	Bill	
Fitzgerald,	Danny	Staton	and	Stanley	Cof-
fey.

“I	was	surprised	by	it,”	Scudder,	Buena	
Vista’s	city	manager	for	the	past	eight	years,	
said	Tuesday.	“I’m	still	on	 the	 job	and	we	
continue	 to	 work	 together.	 I’ll	 help	 them	
with	the	transition	[to	a	new	city	manager].	
I’m	not	sure	when	that	will	happen.”

Scudder	 was	 on	 a	 continuing	 contract	
that	 could	 be	 terminated	 at	 any	 time	 by	
Council,	said	City	Attorney	Brian	Kearney.	
He	explained	 that	under	 the	city’s	charter,	
three	employees	–	the	city	manager,	city	at-
torney	and	clerk	of	Council	–	are	appointed	
every	other	year	following	Council	elections.	
Council	on	Thursday	 reappointed	Kearney	
and	Clerk	of	Council	Dawn	Wheeler.

See BV, page 12

Leaders Look
Back, Ahead
At Breakfast
By KatiE doar

The	topics	varied	widely	at	the	
chamber	 of	 commerce’s	 annual	
State	of	the	Community	breakfast	
meeting	Monday	morning.

Chuck	 Barger	 of	 the	 cham-
ber’s	government	relations	com-
mittee,	who	spoke	first,	specially	
emphasized	 the	 importance	 of	
policymakers	 responding	 to	 cli-
mate	change.	Buena	Vista	Mayor	

Bill	Fitzgerald	reviewed	accom-
plishments	 that	 indicated	 the	
city’s	resurgence,	and	Lexington	
Mayor	 Frank	 Friedman	 roused	
the	 fairly	 large	crowd	out	of	 its	
morning	stupor	by	soliciting	two	
“good	mornings”	and	hailing	the	
end	 of	 waterline	 construction	
downtown.

Chairman	of	 the	Rockbridge	
County	 Board	 of	 Supervisors	
Jay	 Lewis,	 meanwhile,	 praised	
staff	 and	 celebrated	 the	 size	 of	
last	 month’s	 Goshen	 Christmas	
parade,	while	Del.	Ronnie	Camp-
bell	and	state	Sen.	Creigh	Deeds	
agreed	 that	 allocating	 more	

money	 to	state	parks,	especially	
Natural	Bridge,	would	be	a	prior-
ity	in	2020.	

“Government	policies	that	ig-
nore	the	warning	signs	of	erratic,	
violent	weather	patterns,	the	fires	
in	California	 and	Australia,	 and	
the	melting	ice	caps,	do	so	at	their	
peril,”	 Barger	 said.	 “All	 of	 us	
need	to	seek	new	alternative	en-
ergy	sources	and	incentivize	new	
solutions,	 which	 among	 other	
things	 means	 wind	 turbines	 in	
Botetourt	County	and	solar	farms	
in	Rockbridge	County.”

This	emphasis	on	the	environ-
ment	went	well	with	Barger’s	next	

point,	 which	 was	 positive:	 that	
Rockbridge’s	 natural	 resources	
and	 small	 businesses	 seemed	 to	
be	making	 the	area	attractive	 to	
millennials	interested	in	“quality	
of	 life,”	over	a	more	urban	 life-
style.	 He	 identified	 the	 expan-
sion	of	Devils	Backbone	and	the	
growing	 number	 of	 breweries,	
in	addition	 to	biking	and	hiking	
opportunities	in	the	area	and	his-
toric	locations.	These	millennials,	
Barger	said,	are	“vital”	to	a	sus-
tainable	future.

“And	as	long	as	we’re	fanta-

See Breakfast, page 8

‘You Must Do
Something’
Active Shooter Training 
Comes To Lexington Schools
By harriSon minES

“As	a	conservative	estimate,	every	one	minute	results	in	
one	injury	and	one	fatality,”	Jason	White,	Lexington	City	
Schools	director	of	operations	and	student	services,	said	to	
a	full	cafeteria	at	Lylburn	Downing	Middle	Friday.

That	morning,	Lexington	faculty	and	staff	assembled	to	
participate	in	divisionwide	ALICE	active	shooter	training.	

White,	 leading	 the	 training	presentation,	shared	many	
grave	statistics	associated	with	violent	intruder	attacks.	Ac-
cording	to	research,	roughly	60	percent	of	shooter	attacks	
conclude	before	police	can	respond,	making	the	minutes	be-
fore	law	enforcement	intervention	critical	in	active	shooter	

See Training, page 4

From Climate Change To Chickens

City Seeks
Jordans Point 
Park Input
By KatiE doar

The	city	of	Lexington	now	
has	two	options,	or	concepts,	
for	the	future	of	Jordans	Point	
Park,	and	it	is	soliciting	input	
from	the	public	before	mov-
ing	forward.

The	 consultants	 for	 the	
project,	 Land	 Planning	 De-
sign	Associates,	will	 hold	 a	
presentation	on	Wednesday,	
Jan.	 15,	 at	 5:30	 p.m.	 in	 the	
Waddell	Elementary	School	
cafeteria.	

According	 to	 the	 city’s	
planning	director,	Arne	Glae-

See Park, page 2

PARTICIPANTS in ALICE active shooter training demonstrate counter tactics against violent 
intruders. Lexington City Schools’ director of operations and student services, Jason White 
(standing), instructed volunteers how to weigh down the limbs of a “suspect,” a member of 
the Lexington Police Department. (Harrison Mines photo)

Winter Calls
Winter weather finally came to Rockbridge Tuesday morning as the first winter storm of the season dropped several inches of snow 
in a hurry, turning area roads and streets white and slick. This scene was taken along Washington Street in Lexington. Virginia 
State Police responded to between 25 and 30 minor vehicle accidents in the area, and a number of other vehicles got stuck in 
the snow. Several of the accidents resulted in considerable traffic delays. The sun returned by afternoon. (Darryl Woodson photo)
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situations. White explained 
that history has shown stay-
ing put and hiding in such 
scenarios is no longer the 
best option.

“We have to be pre-
pared to help ourselves and 
our students,” he said.

With the assistance 
of officers from the Lex-
ington Police Department 
and Rockbridge County 
Sheriff’s Office, division 
employees participated in 
educational and hands-on 
ALICE training. ALICE 
response training stands for 
Alert, Lockdown, Inform, 
Counter and Evacuate and 
is designed to be a proac-
tive approach to increase 
odds of survival during 
emergencies in any setting.

Lexington joins Rock-
bridge County and Buena 
Vista as the last area school 
division to undergo the ac-
tive shooter training. While 
the other two divisions’ 
training was led by their 
respective school resource 
officers, White was instru-
mental in bringing the pro-
gram to Lexington in his 
new position of director of 
operations and student ser-
vices. For Lexington City 
Schools, ALICE first be-
gins with training for em-
ployees and is to be later 
introduced to students and 
families in different for-
mats.

“We’re being very 
careful with our students,” 
White said during the pre-
sentation. “The biggest part 
we are teaching them is to 
listen to your teacher, so 
they will look to you.”

During training, partici-
pants were taught the non-
sequential steps of ALICE 
and learned what tactics to 
use in the event of an active 
shooter situation and when it 
is best to use them. Because 
each environment in a school 
building is different, White 
explained, employees must 
use information they learn in 
the “Alert” step of an emer-
gency to decide their action.

“[Counter] is the most 
controversial aspect of 
ALICE,” he said. White ex-
plained administration de-
cided it was not appropriate 
to teach the K-8 Lexington 
students counteraction meth-
ods; rather they chose to 
impress that students follow 
the lead of their teacher in 
the evacuation step to an off-
campus rally point. In the fu-
ture, students will participate 

in evacuation and lockdown 
drills that emphasize travel-
ing to the off-site meeting 
point when safe.

“It is not fighting,” White 
said of counter methods. “It’s 
disrupting their mental or 
physical process.”

Hurled objects, scream-
ing or other visual distrac-
tions are effective counter 
attempts, White explained. 
Anything that interrupts a 
shooter’s cognition can take 
away his or her opportunity 
to find a target. Swarming a 
shooter is an absolute last re-
sort, he added.

The hands-on portion of 
training proceeded with five 
scenarios in the lower hall-
way of the middle school with 
a “skilled shooter,” portrayed 

by Lexington officers with 
Nerf guns. Each scenario var-
ied in the number of ALICE 
steps that could be applied to 
the role-play, beginning only 
with a traditional lockdown. 
Staff quickly realized inaction 
was ineffective as the “fatali-
ties” among participants were 
high when they merely hid in 
plain sight from the pretend 
shooter. 

As scenarios continued, 
employees barricaded doors 
with furniture, evacuated 
through nearest exits and 
“countered” the intruder by 
throwing bright yellow stress 
balls in their direction. By 
participants employing more 
steps of ALICE in each sce-
nario, the “hits” from the Nerf 
gun eventually totaled zero.

“I think it went really 
well,” Lexington Superin-
tendent Rebecca Walters told 
The News-Gazette, reflect-
ing on the morning of train-
ing. “We’re very thankful for 
[White] and our law enforce-
ment officers for the work 
they’ve done.”

“When faced with dan-
ger, you must do something,” 
White said to employees at 
the conclusion of the train-
ing session. In closing, he 
left employees with a quote, 
borrowing from Theodore 
Roosevelt: “In a moment of 
decision, the best thing you 
can do is the right thing. The 
next best thing is the wrong 
thing. The worst thing you 
can do is nothing.”
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LEXINGTON schools employees evacuate the Lylburn Downing Mid-
dle gymnasium in an active shooter drill as part of ALICE training on 
Friday. (Harrison Mines photo)

TEACHERS hide behind a bookshelf they 
used to barricade the library entrance in a 
lockdown drill. (Harrison Mines photo)

ABOVE, a Lexington 
police officer role-
plays as an active 
shooter in a Lylburn 
Downing hallway as 
employees practice 
emergency evacu-
ation. AT LEFT, 
Miranda Edwards 
volunteers to dem-
onstrate a counter 
tactic against Officer 
Shane Hartbarger of 
the Lexington Police 
Department. Edwards 
was instructed to use 
her bodyweight to 
bring Hartbarger to 
the ground. (Harrison 
Mines photos)

By Harrison Mines
A Charlottesville lawyer 

who was born and raised in 
Lexington has been arrested 
after being named in a law-
suit alleging he extorted a 
company into a $200 million 
consulting fee.

Timothy Litzenberg, 37, 
was charged by the U.S. De-
partment of Justice with inter-
state extortion Dec. 16. The 
complaint that was recently 
unsealed alleges Litzenberg 
tried to extort an unnamed 
chemical manufacturer.

Last year, Litzenberg 
was involved in the litigation 
against agribusiness corpora-
tion Monsanto regarding the 
herbicide Roundup, found 
to have been linked to can-
cer among users. The lawyer 
represented a former ground-
skeeper affected by the weed 
killer in a winning $289 mil-
lion dollar settlement, which 
was later reduced to $78 mil-
lion.

The complaint identifies 
Litzenberg’s alleged victims 
as “Company 1,” a privately 
owned chemical manufac-
turer, and “Company 2,” a 
corporation that acquired 
Company 1 in 2018. Lit-
zenberg has been accused 
of transmission of interstate 
communications with intent 
to extort, conspiracy to com-
mit transmission of interstate 
communications with intent 
to extort, attempted extortion 
and conspiracy to commit ex-
tortion.

Litzenberg’s attorneys 
could not be reached by the 
News-Gazette for comment.

Former Area 
Resident 
Charged With 
Extortion

BILLY SHAFER
Billy Dean Shafer, 85, 

of Natural Bridge was born 
March 17, 1934, at his home 
place on Plank Road in Nat-
ural Bridge. He gained his 
angel wings Dec. 31, 2019, at 
Carilion Roanoke Memorial 
Hospital with his family by 
his side.

He was the son of the 
late Jerry Bryant and Louise 
Letcher Shafer. Along with 
his parents, he was preceded 
in death by his sister, Bryant 
S. Reid, and his three broth-
ers, John B. Shafer, B. Jack 
Shafer, and Robert “Bob” P. 
Shafer. 

He leaves behind to cher-
ish his memory his loving 
wife of 64 years, Reba Jane 
Shafer, and sister Esther Pen-
nington (Lloyd) of Natural 
Bridge Station; four children, 
Brenda Shafer, Cathy Ayers 
(Lewis “Pistol”), Gary Shafer 
(Tracy), Allen Shafer (De-
neise); and a special grandson, 
Chris Shafer (Beth), along 
with nine other grandchil-
dren, 14 great-grandchildren, 
one great-great-grandchild, 
another on the way; and many 
nieces and nephews.

He built houses for 13 
years with “Leck” McDan-
iel and was the building and 
grounds supervisor at the Nat-
ural Bridge Correctional Cen-
ter for 31 years. He continued 
his love of building and wood 
working skills for many 
years, serving and helping in 
his community. He was an 
honorary volunteer fireman 
with the Glasgow Volunteer 
Fire Department, president 
of the Rocket Club at Natural 
Bridge High School, played 
USSA softball, and was a Boy 
Scout leader. He was a de-
voted member of Beth Horon 
United Methodist Church for 
many years. He was an active 
member of the AARP and 
loved to travel. 

He dedicated a lot of time 
to the community by help-
ing others and volunteering 
at the food pantry. He loved 
the outdoors. He enjoyed 
sports, working in the garden, 
playing horseshoes and corn-
hole, but most of all, he loved 
spending time with his family 
and friends.

The funeral was con-
ducted Saturday, Jan. 4, at 
Harrison Funeral Chapel by 
the Rev. Lucy Hughes and 
the Rev. Thad Decker.  Burial 
followed at Rockbridge Me-
morial Gardens. 

Arrangements were by 
Harrison Funeral Home & 
Crematory.

MICHAEL FIX
Michael Wayne Fix of 

Fairfield died on Dec. 31, 
2019, at the Spotsylvania Re-
gional Medical Center. He 
was born Feb. 19, 1959.

He was preceded in death 
by his mother, Shirley L. Fix, 
and father, Robert K. “Pete” 
Fix.

He is survived by his 
bother, Robert K. “Bob” Fix 
of Giles County, and sis-
ter, Lisa Desmet of Carolina 
County.

He is remembered by spe-
cial friends Eugene Reese of 
Raphine, Weldon Brown of 
Fairfield and Mike Bare of 
Carolina County.

At this time, no service 
has been planned.

CHARLES P. NICELY
Jan. 8, 2015

It has been 5 years since God 
called you home (04-09-1975).  It 
is not the same here without you.  
We love and miss you everyday.

Love your mom Doris Ann 
& Joe, your brother Edward, 

your nieces and nephews and 
cousins

CHARLES HIGGINS
Charles Freeman Higgins, 

85, of Lexington died Monday, 
Dec. 30, 2019, at his home.

Born June 14, 1934, in 
Rockbridge County, he was a 
son of the late Samuel Robert 
Higgins Sr. and Mattie Miller 
Higgins.

Surviving are his children, 
Deborah Ann Davis and Jeffrey 
A. Davis; two grandchildren; 
and two sisters, Theresa H. Mays 
and Linda H. Dunlap.

A funeral was conducted 
Thursday, Jan. 2, at Harrison Fu-
neral Chapel. Burial followed at 
Green Hill Cemetery. 
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Narcan Initiative Saving Lives In County
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By Harrison Mines
Rockbridge	 County	 deputies	

are	now	equipped	with	Narcan,	an	
emergency	 treatment	for	narcotic	
drug	overdose,	courtesy	of	a	grant	
initiative	by	 the	Virginia	Depart-
ment	 of	 Health.	 So	 far,	 the	 new	
practice	has	saved	two	lives	in	the	
span	of	a	week,	 the	Sheriff’s	Of-
fice	reported.

Narcan,	 a	 brand	 name	 of	 the	
drug	naloxone,	is	a	nasal	spray	ad-
ministered	to	reverse	the	effects	of	
opiate	and	opioid	drug	overdose.	
Along	with	many	 other	 states	 in	
the	country,	Virginia	has	seen	an	
uptick	in	the	number	of	fatal	over-
doses	 from	such	 substances.	The	
Virginia	Office	of	the	Medical	Ex-
aminer	announced	that	more	than	
1,484	 deaths	 resulted	 from	over-
doses	in	2018.

With	 such	 grave	 statistics	 in	
mind,	 members	 of	 the	 Sheriff’s	
Office	sought	to	address	the	local	
tragedies	of	overdose	by	providing	
staff	with	the	life-saving	drug.	

“It’s	highly	possible	that	some-
one	 will	 call	 [911]	 for	 an	 over-
dose	 and	we	will	 already	 have	 a	
deputy	 in	 the	 area	 that	 could	get	
there	quicker,”	Rockbridge	Chief	
Deputy	 Tony	McFaddin	 told	 the	
News-Gazette.

Virginia	 lawmakers	 recently	
passed	 legislation	 that	 seeks	 to	
encourage	 individuals	 to	 report	
drug	or	alcohol	overdoses	 to	911	
without	 fearing	 that	 they	will	 be	
prosecuted	if	they	themselves	also	
possess	 drugs	 or	 alcohol.	 If	 the	
party	offers	full	cooperation	with	
law	enforcement,	individuals	who	
responsibly	 call	 emergency	 dis-
patch	to	report	another’s	overdose	

have	a	defense	against	prosecution	
under	Virginia	law.

“Hopefully,	 with	 the	 passage	
of	 these	 laws,	 more	 responsible	
individuals	 will	 also	 act	 quickly	
to	save	victims	of	accidental	over-
doses,”	McFaddin	said.

The	Sheriff’s	Office	discussed	
the	 option	 to	 supply	 staff	 with	
Narcan	 for	 a	 while,	 McFaddin	
explained,	 with	 newly	 elected	
Sheriff	Steve	Funkhouser	leading	
the	 initiative.	The	Department	of	
Health,	in	their	involvement	with	
the	 agency	 and	 the	 Rockbridge	
Regional	Jail,	was	found	to	be	the	
appropriate	agency	to	partner	with	
for	 the	Narcan	grant.	After	 com-
pleting	staff	training	in	January,	an	
initial	 supply	of	60	units	of	Nar-
can	was	provided	to	the	Sheriff’s	
Office,	equipping	all	43	members	

of	the	agency	with	a	dose	on	their	
person.

Since	deputies	 received	 train-
ing	 with	 Narcan	 last	 month,	 of-
ficers	 responded	 to	 two	 incidents	
in	 a	 week	 timeframe	 in	 which	
they	used	Narcan	 to	 reverse	 life-
threatening	 overdoses.	 One	 inci-
dent	was	in	the	Goshen	area	of	the	
county,	the	other	involved	treating	
a	passenger	of	a	tractor	trailer	on	
Interstate	81,	 the	Sheriff’s	Office	
reported.

In	 addition	 to	 the	 benefits	 to	
community	members,	the	Sheriff’s	
Office	decided	to	take	part	 in	the	
Narcan	grant	in	the	interest	of	of-
ficers’	safety.

“Carrying	Narcan	is	also	about	
more	than	saving	the	lives	of	 the	
general			public,	”	Sheriff				Funk-

See Narcan, page 4

Glasgow Apartments To 
Get $4.5 Million Rehab
By Katie Doar

The	Glasgow	Skyline	Manor	 apartments,	 a	 building	 that	
held	Glasgow	Elementary	School	 years	 ago,	will	 undergo	 a	
“substantial”	$4.5	million	renovation	this	spring.	

That’s	according	to	the	Vice	President	of	Landmark	Prop-
erty	Management	Company,	Sam	Sari.	

Landmark	Property	Management	Company,	of	Winston-Sa-
lem,	N.C.,	owns	the	apartments.	Sari	said	that	the	roof,	HVAC,	
plumbing	and	windows	are	reaching	the	end	of	their	useful	life.	
Other	items	like	appliances	and	cabinets	are	simply	outdated.	
All	32	apartment	units	will	see	renovations,	and	improvements	
will	be	made	to	the	common	areas	as	well.

Construction	will	start	by	late	February	or	mid-March,	and	
end	before	2021,	Sari	said.

“The	main	reason	we	are	completing	this	rehabilitation	is	
because	we	recognize	the	age	of	the	property,	and	because	we	
want	to	better	serve	our	residents	by	providing	them	with	a	

See Apartments, page 2

Deer Culling
Proceeds
At GMP
By eD sMitH

An	initial	step	in	thinning	the	deer	
population	at	Glen	Maury	Park,	autho-
rized	by	Buena	Vista	City	Council	and	
approved	by	the	Virginia	Department	
of	Game	and	Inland	Fisheries,	was	car-
ried	out	Saturday	morning.

Sixteen	deer	were	killed	during	the	
culling	operation.	All	of	the	deer	taken	
were	 antlerless,	 as	 specified	 in	 the	
VDGIF	permit.

Hunters	for	the	Hungry	provided	a	
refrigerator	unit	 to	store	 the	deer	 that	
will	 be	 delivered	 to	 a	 processor	 this	
week,	said	Lt.		Mitchell			Harrison		of	

See Deer, page 4

At The Horse Center
The 2020 equestrian season is underway at the Virginia Horse Center. Here, a horse and rider clear a jump 
in a hunter over fences class Saturday at the Stonewall II Horse Show. Action resumes this Saturday, Feb. 
8, with the Polar Bear Horse Show. (Stephanie Mikels Blevins photo)

Ex-NB Chief
Pleads Guilty
To Serve Five Months
For Role In Embezzlement
By Harrison Mines

A	 former	Natural	Bridge	fire	 chief	
pleaded	 guilty	 to	 amended	 embezzle-
ment	charges	last	Thursday	in	connec-
tion	to	former	treasurer	Paul	Newman’s	
$170,000	embezzlement	from	the	Natu-
ral	Bridge	Fire	Department.

Justin	Garrett,	28,	will	serve	an	ac-
tive	jail	sentence	of	six	months	for	two	
misdemeanor	 embezzlement	 charges	
and	 has	 been	 ordered	 by	 the	 court	 to	
pay	$5,000	in	restitution	to	the	Natural	
Bridge	Fire	Department.

Garrett	was	originally	charged	with	
two	 felony	 embezzlement	 charges	
along	with	two	counts	of	conspiracy	to	
embezzle.	As	part	of	his	plea,	 the	em-
bezzlement	 charges	 were	 reduced	 to	
misdemeanor	offenses	and	the	remain-
ing	charges	were	dropped.

Assistant			Commonwealth			Attorn-

See Chief, page 2

W&L Mock
Convention
Speakers
Announced
By Katie Doar

Nationally	prominent	
journalists	 and	 political	
strategists	will	be	speak-
ing	 at	 the	 upcoming	
Washington	and	Lee	Uni-
versity	Mock	Democratic	
Presidential	 Nominating	
Convention,	 to	 be	 held	
on	campus	next	Thursday	
through	Sunday,	Feb.	13-
16.

W&L	began	announc-
ing	 its	 line-up	of	 speak-
ers	 this	past	week.	Thus	
far,	 this	 year’s	 speakers	
include	Jim	Acosta,	An-
drew	Gillum,	Patti	Solis	
Doyle,	Nadine	Strossen,	
Symone	 Sanders,	 Tara	
McGowan,	 Mike	 Allen,	
Errin		Haines,		Bill		Rob-

See Mock Con, page 4

MAJOR renovations are planned this spring for the Glasgow Skyline Manor, 
formerly Glasgow Elementary School.
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Obituaries
continued from page 3

CHRISTINE FERREBEE
Christine Virginia Ferrebee, 

69, of Buena Vista died Friday, 
Jan. 31, 2020, at her home.  

Born May 28, 1950, in Penn-
sylvania, she was a daughter 
of Curtis Irwin and Geraldine 
Trump Irwin.

In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by one sis-
ter, Veronica Hunt.

She had attended Glasgow 
Baptist Church and retired from 
the Food Service Department at 
VMI.

Surviving are her husband, 
Dale Franklin Ferrebee; children 
Julie Taylor of Salem, Holly 
Hunt of Red Lion, Pa., Dawn 
Hawks of Salem and Dale Fer-
rebee Jr. of Roanoke; siblings 
Juanita Irwin of West Virginia 
and Curtis Irwin of Ohio; nine 
grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

The funeral was conducted  
Tuesday, Feb. 4, at Harrison Fu-
neral Chapel by the Rev. Larry 
Ross. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the American Heart 
Association, 4217 Park Place 
Court, Glen Allen, VA 23060.

Narcan
continued from page 1

houser said in a statement. “It also 
protects our deputies that may be 
accidentally exposed to dangerous 
synthetic opioids during their public 
safety duties. There have been mul-
tiple incidents across the country 
where law enforcement was treated 
with the medication after being ex-
posed to fentanyl, a synthetic opioid 
that is 100 times more potent than 
morphine.”

Substances like fentanyl can be 
disrupted into the air when officers 
seize controlled substances or inves-
tigate environments with powerful 
drugs. Merely inhaling the potent 
drug can result in tragedy.

“Unfortunately, it has become a 
two-officer process,” McFaddin said 
of the dangers of handling evidence, 
adding there are new policies in place 
that require extra care of seemingly 
benign drug evidence. The addi-
tion of Narcan is an added measure 
to ensure the handling of controlled 
substances is secure for officers. Sup-
port staff at the Sheriff’s Office re-
ceived the same training as officers, 
with cartridges strategically placed 
throughout the building in the event 
of an emergency.

“This is an ongoing program with 
no signs of ending,” McFaddin told 
the News-Gazette. Under the terms 
of the grant, the Sheriff’s Office en-
tered an agreement with the Health 
Department in which the supply of 
Narcan is replenished routinely based 
on monthly use of the units.

In the same way police offi-
cers can happen upon lethal drugs, 
friends, family or neighbors of drug 
users face the same danger of acci-
dentally interacting with substances. 
Carrying Narcan, the Sheriff’s Office 
believes, is a way to address the cri-
sis of opioids and opiates by being 
ready to impede the tragedy of fatal 
overdose.

“There’s nothing controversial 
about saving a life,” McFaddin said.

continued from page 1
erts, Joe Donnelly and Donna Bra-
zile. 

Jim Acosta is the chief CNN 
White House correspondent and au-
thor of the New York Times Best-
seller, “The Enemy of the People.” 
He graduated from James Madison 
University in 1992 with a bachelor’s 
degree in mass communication, and 
is from Annandale. With a record 
of challenging the president, Don-
ald Trump is known to have called 
Acosta a “real beauty.” 

Andrew Gillum served as the 
mayor of Tallahassee from 2014 to 
2018. Previously, he was city com-
missioner, elected at the age of 23. 
In 2018, he was the Democratic 
nominee for governor of Florida, but 
ultimately lost to Republican Ron 
DeSantis. As city commissioner, 
Gillum heralded the opening of the 
Palmer Munroe Center, a safe haven 
for vulnerable youth to be guided 
through a restorative justice pro-
gram. He also worked on a variety 
of community enrichment projects. 

Patti Solis Doyle is a political 
organizer and strategist. She worked 
as campaign manager for Hillary 
Clinton’s 2000 Senate Campaign, 
and was a senior advisor to the 2008 
presidential campaign of Barack 
Obama. She does speaking events on 
topics ranging from politics and the 
#Me Too Movement to immigration 
reform. She also works with His-
panic service organizations and stu-
dent organizations around the U.S. 

Nadine Strossen is the John Mar-
shall Harlan II Professor of Law at 
New York Law School, where she 
is a leading expert in constitutional 
law and human rights. She was pres-
ident of the American Civil Liberties 
Union and now serves on advisory 
boards of EPIC (The Electronic Pri-

vacy Information Center) FIRE (the 
Foundation for Individual Rights 
in Eduction), and Heterodox Acad-
emy. Her book “HATE: Why We 
Should Resist It With Free Speech, 
Not Censorship,” was selected by 
Washington University in St. Louis 
as its 2019 “Common Read” for all 
incoming students.

Symone Sanders was the Na-
tional Press Secretary for Sen. 
Bernie Sanders’ 2016 presiden-
tial campaign. At 25, she was the 
youngest press secretary for a presi-
dential candidate on record. She is 
now a strategist, communications 
consultant and CNN Political Com-
mentator. According to the mock 
convention’s description, Sanders’ 
speeches and presentations “chal-
lenge the conventional wisdom that 
strong communities are only de-
fined by what we have in common. 
Instead, she outlines the way our 
differences contribute to effective 
social movements.”

Tara McGowan is the founder 
and CEO of ACRONYM, a politi-
cal nonprofit organization. During 
the 2012 presidential election, Mc-
Gowan was the digital producer for 
Barack Obama’s re-election cam-
paign. She has also been a Demo-
cratic strategist for groups like 
Priorities USA and NextGen. She 
is regularly featured in major news 
outlets. 

Mike Allen, aW&L alumnus, is 
a Washington, D.C.-based journalist. 
He is the co-founder and executive 
editor of Axios, a news company 
that covers politics, business, media 
and tech. He was also a co-founder 
of POLITICO, the digital media 
company that revolutionized politi-
cal and policy journalism.   

Errin Haines is an award-win-
ning journalist now focusing on the 
intersections of race and gender with 
the 2020 election. She is the editor-
at-large at “The 19th,” a nonprofit 
newsroom that covers politics, and 
she is a frequent commentator on the 
election. She has reported for The 
Associated Press, The Washington 
Post, The Orlando Sentinel and The 
Los Angeles Times.

Bill Roberts, a W&L alumnus, 
is a senior producer for Al Jazeera 
in Washington, D.C.; lately, he has 
been covering the impeachment of 
President Trump for the news or-
ganization’s website. He has also 
written about national politics for 
Knight-Ridder, The Economist 
Group and Bloomberg.

Joe Donnelly served one term as 
a senator and three terms as a U.S. 
representative for Indiana. On the 
Lugar Center’s Bipartisan Index 
(which measures how frequently a 
member of Congress gets co-spon-
sors for their bills from opposing 
parties, and also how frequently they 
themselves co-sponsor bills from the 
opposing party), Donnelly ranked 
first among Democratic senators 
and fourth among all senators in the 
115th U.S. Congress.

Donna Brazile is a political strat-
egist and the former interim chair of 
the Democratic National Committee. 
She is author of the New York Times 
bestseller “Hacks, The Inside Story 
of the Break-Ins and Breakdowns 
That Put Donald Trump in the White 
House,” the 2004 best-selling mem-
oir, “Cooking with Grease: Stirring 
the Pots in American Politics”, and 
“For Colored Girls Who Have Con-
sidered Politics.”

Mock Con

Deer
continued from page 1

the Buena Vista police 
department. Arrange-
ments are being made so 
that deer meat will go to 
Rockbridge Community 
Church of the Nazarene’s 
food pantry in Buena 
Vista. 

VDGIF officials, ac-
cording to language in-
cluded in the permit, 
determined that the deer 
population was well 
above the “carrying ca-
pacity of the land.” There 
was “significant disease 
and malnutrition visible 
within the deer herd.”

Addressing a report of 
a wounded deer that was 
seen during the culling 
operation, Mitchell said 
the deer was located and 
euthanized and is among 
the 16 that were accounted 
for. “We apologize for 
this and are thankful that 
this was brought to our at-
tention,” he said.

Responding to criti-
cism on social media of 
the deer shoot, Mitchell 
noted that the VDGIF 
made the determina-
tion that the population 
needed to be culled. A 
VGDIF official was at the 
park Saturday who “vali-
dated everything that was 
done.”

“This was not the po-
lice department’s idea,” 
Mitchell emphasized. He 
said the department was 
approached by City Man-
ager Jay Scudder at the 
behest of City Council.

Officers who partici-
pated in the deer shoot, 
said Mitchell, “did this in 
their off-duty time. No tax 
dollars were used.”

When City Council 
gave its blessing to the 
culling operation on Jan. 
16, Mitchell said he hoped 
that an archery shoot 
could be conducted in the 
fall. One was held about 
10 years ago in which par-
ticipants were chosen in a 
lottery and had to pass a 
marksmanship test.

SANDRA DEAN
Sandra Dean Hostetter Dean, 

75, of Cedar Point, N.C., passed 
away peacefully in her sleep on Nov. 
29, 2019, at her home.

She was born in Lexington and 
attended Mrs. McCorkle’s and Mrs. 
Lackman’s private schools. Then 
she attended Ann Smith School, 
Ruffner School and graduated from 
Lexington High School. She at-
tended James Madison University 
and graduated from Pam American 
Business School with high honors. 
She worked with Mr. Slusser at 
Waddell Elementary School. She 
then attended and graduated from 
West Virginia University with a 
bachelor of arts degree. She worked 
in the English department at Virginia 
Military Institute. 

She was in the Brownies and 
Girl Scouts. She was invited to be 
in the Miss Virginia pageant, but 
turned it down. 

Sandra met and married her 
husband, Graham E. Dean, after 
his graduation from VMI and they 
remained happily married for 51 
years. 

Sandra raised a family of two 
daughters in Danville where she 
was an active member of the Garden 
Club of Virginia, the Wednesday 
Club, a volunteer at her daughter’s 
school, and a Sunday school teacher 
at the First Presbyterian Church.

She and Graham later retired 
to their home in Cedar Point, N.C. 
A loving mother and grandmother, 
Sandra really enjoyed attending 
her grandsons’ activities and taking 
family vacations. In recent years, she 
took many trips with her husband 
and daughters where lots of memo-
ries were made. Sandra was an avid 
reader, crossword puzzle enthusiast, 
animal lover, ardent cook and won-
derful daughter. 

She is survived by her loving 
husband, Graham E. Dean; daugh-
ters Shannon Dean Daly of Rich-
mond and Jenna Rebecca Dean of 
Cedar Point, N.C.; her mother, Re-
becca Hostetter Rorrer of Lexington; 
grandchildren Thomas “Tee” Mi-
chael Daly IV and Graham Holden 
Daly; and her cat, Lucy Dean. She 
was preceded in death by her father, 
Everett J. Hostetter. 

A memorial service will be an-
nounced at a later date.

Due to her love of animals and 
her many pets such as dogs, cats, 
hamsters, fish and turtles, donations 
may be made to the Sandra Dean 
Memorial Fund for Pets in Need. 
http://www.gofundme.com/f/the-
Sandra-dean-memorial-fund-for-
pets-in-need N-G
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Missing Teen Finally Identified

Chesterfield Police Now Looking For Her Killer
By Harrison Mines

“I	 never	 stopped	 looking	
for	her,”	Kim	Atkins	said	of	
her	sister,	Christy	Lynn	Floyd.

Floyd,	 a	 young	 woman	
who	 grew	 up	 in	 Lexington,	
was	last	seen	at	the	age	of	16	
in	June	of	1986	in	Richmond.	
After	 over	 three	 decades,	
authorities	 announced	 last	
Wednesday	 that	 the	 remains	
of	a	Jane	Doe	recovered	at	a	

landfill	in	Chesterfield	County	
on	Aug.	7,	1986,	were	finally	
identified	as	Floyd	through	re-
markable	forensic	science.

“I	 know	 it	 sounds	 crazy,	
but	 I	 always	 thought	 she	
would	 come	home,”	Floyd’s	
sister,	Kim	Atkins,	 told	 The	
News-Gazette.	 “I	 always	
thought	 no	 news	 was	 good	
news.”

Atkins,	 52,	 who	 now	 re-
sides	 in	 Augusta	 County,	
said	Sunday	she	and	her	sis-
ter	 were	 born	 in	 Lexington.	
Close	 in	 age,	 she	 and	 Floyd	
relocated	 with	 their	 parents	
to	 Richmond	 for	 about	 two	
years,	before	their	mother	and	
father	split	up,	leading	the	sis-
ters	 back	 to	 the	 Rockbridge	
area	 under	 the	 care	 of	 their	
grandmother.	Their	stay	with	

their	grandmother	didn’t	 last	
long,	however,	and	the	sisters	
were	 handed	 over	 to	 foster	
care	soon	after.

“It	was	a	really	rough	first	
couple	of	years,”	Atkins	said	
of	their	initial	foster	families,	
until	the	pair	was	situated	with	
a	 “really	 wonderful”	 foster	
home	 in	 Natural	 Bridge	 for	
about	eight	years.

See Teen, page 8

Education 2020 Higgins’s
Leadership
Described As
'Atrocious'

Federal Trial 
Underway
By Harrison Mines

Inmates	 and	 person-
nel	of	the	Rockbridge	Re-
gional	 Jail	 offered	 their	
testimonies	 in	 federal	
court	as	the	trial	of	former	
jail	superintendent	John	M.	
Higgins	started	this	week.

Higgins’	 two-week	
bench	trial	began	Monday	
in	 the	 U.S.	Western	 Dis-
trict	 Court	 of	 Virginia	 in	
Lynchburg.	 The	 former	
jail	 superintendent	 faces	
21	 federal	charges	 related	
to	 inmate	 abuse,	 bribery,	
mail	 fraud	 and	 unlawful	
transactions	with	the	jail’s	
contracted	pharmaceutical	
company.

Higgins	 was	 first	 in-
dicted	 Aug.	 14,	 2018,	 on	
four	 charges	 of	 depriva-
tion	 of	 civil	 rights	 while	
acting	under	 the	“color	of	
the	 law”	 for	 the	 alleged	
mistreatment	 of	 inmates	
as	a	jail	administrator.	The	
indictment	alleges	Higgins	
“willfully”	 denied	 inmate	
Robert	Eugene	Clark	med-
ical	 care	 of	 serious	medi-
cal	needs,	 resulting	 in	his	
bodily					injury.			Clark,		a	

See Higgins, page 4

New Cadets 
Enter New 

World
By Katie Doar

It	 rained	all	day	Saturday	
during	 the	 first	 part	 of	 Vir-
ginia	Military	Institute’s	ma-

triculation,	 a	 matriculation	
unlike	any	other.

There	 were	 tents	 with	
masked	 students	 who	 shot	
temperature-taking	devices	at	
the	 foreheads	of	 the	new	ca-
dets	–	rats	-	and	their	parents,	
who,	 if	 they	 passed	medical	
screenings,	later	donned	blue	
wristbands	that	enabled	them	

to	 walk	 about	 the	 campus	
freely.	

Entering	 the	 barracks,	
students	were	 checked	 in	 by	
half	 a	 dozen	 upperclassmen.	
Above	 them,	carved	 into	 the	
building	 in	 large	 letters,	was	
an	 inspirational	 quote	 attrib-
uted	 to	 former	VMI	 instruc-
tor	 and	Confederate	 general,	

Thomas	J.	“Stonewall”	Jack-
son,	a	controversial	figure	 in	
Lexington	these	days.		

“You	 may	 be	 whatever	
you	resolve	to	be,”	it	reads.	

“We	expect	to	matricu-
late,	 today	 and	 tomorrow,	
515		to		525			cadets			from	

See Cadets, page 12

CARES Act Funds Being Distributed
By Ed Smith

A	huge	responsibility	that	
has	fallen	on	Rockbridge	area	
government	 leaders	 during	
the	 COVID-19	 pandemic	 is	
how	to	spend	millions	of	dol-
lars	that	have	flowed	into	local	
coffers	from	the	federal	gov-
ernment.

The	 $2	 trillion	 Corona-
virus	 Aid,	 Relief	 and	 Eco-
nomic	 Security	 (CARES)	

Act,	passed	by	Congress	and	
signed	 into	 law	by	President	
Donald	Trump	in	late	March,	
led	to	$6.3	million	being	dis-
pensed	 to	 Rockbridge	 area	
governments,	 not	 including	
money	 sent	 directly	 to	 the	
schools.

An	 infusion	 of	 cash	 in	 a	
crisis	 is,	of	 course,	welcome	
but	 the	 beneficence	 comes	
with	a	caveat	–	every	cent	re-
ceived	must	be	used	for	its	in-

tended	purpose,	accounted	for	
accordingly,	and	expended	by	
the	end	of	this	calendar	year.

“Limitations	on	uses	of	the	
funds	are	 in	some	ways	spe-
cific,	 yet	 details	 are	 vague,”	
said	Rockbridge	County	Ad-
ministrator	 Spencer	 Suter	
to	 the	 Board	 of	 Supervisors	
in	 early	 June,	 just	 after	 the	
county	had	received	its	first	of	
two	installments	of	$1.9	mil-
lion	in	CARES	Act	funding.

The	 supervisors’	 finance	
committee	has	been	meeting	
regularly	since	then	to	discuss	
how	 to	 allocate	 the	 funding.	
The	committee	has	made	rec-
ommendations	to	the	supervi-
sors	who	have	been	providing	
direction	to	Suter	and	his	staff	
on	how	to	distribute	the	funds.

One	 of	 the	 biggest	 allot-
ments	from	the	first	round	of	

See CARES, page 5

Pollitt Stepping Down
Glasgow	Town	Manager	Eric	Pollitt	tendered	his	res-

ignation	Monday	afternoon,	Aug.	17,	after	serving	the	
town	for	nearly	a	year	and	a	half.	

Pollitt	said	he	felt	 the	“right	next	opportunity”	had	
come	along,	and	 that	 it	was	 time	for	him	to	move	on.		
That	opportunity	was	the	town	manager	job	in	Tappah-
annock.		

He	will	 step	away	from	the	Glasgow	position	offi-
cially	on	Sept.	25,	giving	Glasgow	Town	Council	over	30	
days	to	develop	a	plan	to	find	a	replacement.	

“There	is	never	the	perfect	time	for	change,	however	
I	am	here	to	help	in	any	way	I	may	in	preparation	for	the	

See Pollitt, page 4

County
Schools
Reverse
Plans
By Harrison Mines

The	 majority	 of	 Rock-
bridge	 County	 students	 will	
now	learn	from	home	for	the	
first	nine	weeks	of	school	with	
the	introduction	of	a	modified,	
100	percent	digital	reopening	
plan.

The	 Rockbridge	 County	
School	 Board	 met	 Tuesday,	
Aug.	 11,	 to	 approve	 major	
changes	 to	 the	“blended”	re-
opening	 plan,	 which	 called	
for	students	to	both	learn	vir-
tually	and	attend	school	on	a	
staggered	schedule.	As	of	last	
week,	 instruction	 for	 county	
students	will	now	begin	Tues-
day,	Sept.	8,	under	an	almost	
totally	 digital	 attendance	
model.	

Per	 the	 recommendation	
of	 Superintendent	 Dr.	 Phil-
lip	 Thompson,	 the	 Board	
approved	 that	 students	 in	
grades	 two	through	12	learn	
100	percent	virtually	for	 the	
first	nine	weeks.	Only	Pre-K,	
Kindergarten	and	first-grade	
students	will	attend	in-person	

See School, page 4

CHRISTY LYNN FLOYD is shown with an unknown male 
in this photo released by the Chesterfield County Police De-
partment last week. He was not the person who was her 
boyfriend at the time of her disappearance in 1986.

WITH MASKS WORN by everyone, Troy Smith ’21, regimental commander, leads rats up Letcher Avenue Saturday to 
begin their time at Virginia Military Institute. (VMI photo by H. Lockwood McLaughlin) 
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City Wins
Main Street
State Grant
By Ed Smith

Another colorful mural is 
coming to downtown Buena 
Vista, thanks to a state grant 
that was awarded last week.

Buena Vista is to receive 
a $7,000 Virginia Main Street 
commercial district affiliate 
grant to help pay for a town 
square mural planned by Ac-
tion BV, a citizens group 
formed last year to promote 
economic development and 
beautification of the down-
town area.

Gov. Ralph Northam an-
nounced last Tuesday, Aug. 
11, that Buena Vista was 
among 18 communities that 
would share $278,000 worth 
of Virginia Main Street grants 
to accelerate economic revi-
talization of downtowns as 
part of Virginia’s COVID-19 
economic recovery strategy.

Fran Elrod and Jamie 
Goodin are spearheading the 
downtown mural project on 
behalf of Action BV, which 
applied for the state grant. The 
concept of the planned mural, 
explained Elrod, “is to tie the 
history of Buena Vista with a 
vision for the future. We’re 
encouraging members of the 
community to bring ideas. 
We want to capture the spirit 
of the community.”

The artwork is to go on the 
east brick wall of 121 W. 21st 
St., which faces a town square 
area where Frank’s For The 
Memories café was formerly 
located. The site is adjacent 
to and across the street from 
a “Greetings From Buena 
Vista” mural that colorfully 

depicts various city land-
marks. This mural, at 131 W. 
21st St., was done in 2018 by 
artist Melissa Wheeler with 
financial assistance from the 
Virginia Commission for the 
Arts.

Artist Benjamin Frey, a 
dual resident of Buena Vista 
and Philadelphia, has been se-
lected to do the latest mural. 
Frey, said Elrod, “will work 
with Action BV to solicit 
community input to gather 
meaningful future-focused 
image(s) that emphasize the 
strengths of Buena Vista. 
We want the image to inspire 
passers-by to stop and engage, 
perhaps by posing for photo-
graphs with the artwork.”

Kristina Ramsey, eco-
nomic development director 
for Buena Vista, praised the 
efforts of Action BV and its 
success in securing the grant 
for the mural. “I have to say, 
we are really proud of the 
work and dedication we have 
seen come out of this com-
munity-led group, and more 
specifically this project,” said 
Ramsey.

Goodin described Action 
BV as “the nascent form of 
what we hope to cultivate 
into a Virginia Main Street 
community. We invite any-
one interested in making BV 
all it can be to join the effort” 
by emailing him at goodinjr@
gmail.com.

Virginia Main Street grants 
such as the one awarded to 
Buena Vista are administered 
by the Department of Hous-
ing and Community Develop-
ment. An objective, according 
to a press release from the 
governor’s office, is to “help 
to reenergize development 
of downtown communities, 
while utilizing their cultural 
assets and character.”

Another Mural 
In Works For 
Buena Vista 

Anh Eichholz recently 
joined the Rockbridge Area 
Health Center as a physician 
a s s i s t a n t , 
p r o v i d i n g 
primary care 
and acute and 
chronic dis-
ease manage-
ment.  

E i c h -
holz earned 
a bachelor of 
arts degree in 
biology from 
the Univer-
sity of Dallas 
and a master’s in physician 
assistant studies from the Uni-
versity of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center.

“I’m very happy to join 
RAHC. As a community 
health center, it emphasizes a 

team approach to the delivery 
of health care,” said Eichholz. 
“It is also important to me to 
provide care in an area that 
has a diverse and medically 
underserved population.” 

Beginning her career in the 
Dallas/Fort Worth area pro-
viding primary medical care, 
Eichholz transitioned to fo-
cusing on infectious diseases, 
with a concentration in H.I.V. 
care at the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill.  

Prior to joining RAHC she 
was providing primary care at 
a community health center in 
Roanoke.

To schedule an appoint-
ment or for more information 
about RAHC’s medical, den-
tal, or behavioral health ser-
vices, call 464-8700 or visit 
rockahc.org.

Crawford’s
‘One Heart’
In Park Starting
Tomorrow 

In celebration of the 
Rockbridge community dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Lexington artist Barbara 
Crawford, in conjunction 
with Main Street Lexington, 
is sponsoring the installation 
COR UNUM.  

Latin for “One Heart,” the 
theme of the artistic installa-

tion is a symbol of the unity 
of the Rockbridge commu-
nity during these past months 
and all the individuals who 
worked to make it healthy 
and safe, said Crawford. It is 
also a reflection of the beauty 
of the surrounding land. 

“This idea of community 
encompasses the man-made 
creations of the towns and 
includes its systems of gov-
ernment, education, culture, 
recreation and religion.  But, 
a community is not fully 
formed without the natural 
environment that provides 

its sense of place and spirit,” 
said Crawford.

The large sculptural in-
stallation will occupy parts 
of Hopkins Green for 10 
days from Thursday, Aug 
20, through Sunday, Aug. 
30.  Designed to complement 
both the classical elements 
of the pergola and the green 
grass in the center – the heart 
of the park – it will still allow 
and encourage visitors and 
various activities. 

“Main Street Lexington 
is so pleased to partner with 
one of our very own local art-

ists to celebrate our strengths 
during a difficult time for our 
community – and country,” 
said Rebecca Logan, direc-
tor of Main Street Lexington. 
“Barbara has honored our 
collective collaboration with 
a beautiful, thoughtful and 
sensitive installment. We 
encourage everyone to take 
a moment to visit Hopkins 
Green, sit and reflect; we cel-
ebrate an opportunity for all 
to find peace and healing in 
this quiet space in our lovely 
downtown and appreciate 
Barbara’s contribution.”

Eichholz New Physician
Assistant At Health Center

EiChOLZ

Art Installation To Celebrate Community’s Spirit
BARBARA CRAWFORD works on her new art installation “One Heart,” which will be set up at Hopkins Green for 10 days

continued from page 1
“Even though we had ev-

erything we needed and then 
some,” Atkins said, “We al-
ways wanted to be with our 
own family.”

Atkins and her sister were 
often teased by schoolmates 
for receiving foster care, she 
added. Feeling on the fringes, 
the two ran away at ages 14 
and 13. Social Services inter-
vened, Atkins said, and she 
and Floyd were placed in the 
Lexington Presbyterian group 
home formerly located on 
Main Street. With little su-
pervision at the group home, 
Atkins said the two took ad-
vantage of their newfound 
freedom. The sisters were ul-
timately separated and placed 
in juvenile detention centers 
in Staunton and South Boston.

At 15, Atkins took off to 
reconnect with her mother in 
Richmond. She hitchhiked to 
her new home and, after about 
a year of separation, she was 
able to get back in touch with 
her sister.

“I longed for us to be to-
gether,” Atkins said. “I had 
felt like her mom.”

“The city kind of swal-
lowed us,” she said of Rich-
mond’s difference from their 
hometown.

As the sisters settled into 
their new life in the city, 
Floyd, then 16, took on a boy-
friend who was 18.

“I woke up one morning 
and she was gone,” Atkins 
explained. Floyd had run 
away to be with her boyfriend. 
Their mother called Floyd’s 
boyfriend’s family and threat-
ened to press charges, leading 
a family member to return 
Floyd to her home that eve-
ning.

Atkins told The News-
Gazette the situation upset 
their mother and embarrassed 
Floyd. Floyd was told to “lay 
down” to calm the tension 
in the home. Atkins said she 
went to check on Floyd in 
their bedroom at that point. 
After waiting up for Floyd 
the night prior, Atkins offered 
to get her sister something to 

eat. Floyd agreed, she said, 
and Atkins walked across the 
street to get her sister a meal.

She returned 30 minutes 
later to find her mother asleep, 
the back and alley doors open, 
and no sign of her sister.

“That day was the end of 
my world,” Atkins recalled.

Though an initial missing 
persons’ report was filed for 
Floyd, the Richmond Police 
Department mishandled her 
case from “day one,” Atkins 
said. Desperate for answers, 
Atkins said she worked for 
years to bring attention to 
Floyd’s disappearance; put-
ting her photo on milk car-
tons, submitting her missing 
person’s report to the televi-
sion show “America’s Most 
Wanted,” and seeking the help 
of a private detective.

Unknown to Atkins and 
her family, severed human 
remains at a Chesterfield 
County landfill were discov-
ered by workers only two 
months after Floyd’s disap-
pearance.

Following the worker’s 
discovery at the time, Ches-
terfield police were contacted 
and later recovered the re-
mains for transport to the 
Office of the Chief Medical 
Examiner for analysis.

A portion of the remains 
was sent to DNA Labs In-
ternational in Florida, which 
developed a DNA profile of 
the unknown victim. Last 
year, detectives in the po-
lice department’s Unsolved/
Major Investigations Group 
sought the services of a DNA 
technology company in Res-
ton that specializes in DNA 
phenotyping, which is the 
process of predicting physical 
appearance and ancestry from 
unidentified DNA evidence, 
and genetic genealogy. 

The company used the 
DNA information to create 
a “Snapshot” to predict an-
cestry, eye color, hair color, 
skin color, freckling, and face 
shape. By combining these at-
tributes of appearance, a snap-
shot composite was produced 
depicting what the unknown 

woman may have looked like 
at 25 years old and with an av-
erage body-mass index of 22. 

This snapshot was also 
useful in conducting tradi-
tional genealogy research, 
in which authorities were 
presented with suggested de-
scendancy and location infor-
mation of the victim. Possible 
location connections of the 
victim included Buena Vista.

The snapshot was publi-
cized by Chesterfield police 
March 2 and Atkins said she 
saw the photograph and knew 
instantly, “That’s her.”

The Chesterfield detec-
tives then worked to connect 
with Floyd’s family, and At-
kins’ son, Dustin, provided a 
DNA sample to police, pro-
ducing a match with his aunt. 
For confirmation, Floyd’s fa-
ther submitted a DNA sample, 
producing a paternal match 
with his daughter.

“The bad part is, she was 
found two miles away from 
my house,” Atkins said. Law 
enforcement stated the vic-
tim’s foot was found with rub-
ber band bracelets around the 
ankle and pink toenail polish. 
Atkins said she knew her sis-
ter to wear that type of ankle 
bracelet.

“We had [painted] our 
toenails the night before,” she 

said. “I would have known it 
was her.”

Case files of Floyd’s dis-
appearance have been lost 
by the Richmond Police De-
partment, Chesterfield Po-
lice Capt. Jay Thornton told 
The News-Gazette last week. 
Thornton reported there are 
no apparent leads in the in-
vestigation at this time.

Atkins said she is dedi-
cated to now working with 
the Chesterfield Police De-
partment to find out what 
happened to her sister. The 
officers involved with the 
investigation, Atkins added, 
will forever be a part of her 
family for their kindness and 
excellent police work.

“My hope is, after 34 
years, that she will get some 
type of justice,” Atkins said. 
“She deserves that.”

Atkins described the loss 
of her sister as devastating to 
her whole family. Though her 
children didn’t know her sis-
ter, Atkins said she feels they 
know Floyd, having contin-
ued to celebrate her birthday 
through the years and putting 
up her photos around the holi-
days.

“I will be keeping her 
memory alive through my 
children, and even beyond 
them.”

Teen

CHRISTY LYNN FLOYD is shown with one of her nieces, 
in a photo also released by Chesterfield County police 
last week.


