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he highlighted. 
Nash said he com-

mends the university 
students, each of whom 
he has witnessed 
wearing a mask while 
seen walking out on the 
street.

He added the Town of 
Farmville’s recent move 
to limit gatherings to 50 
people or less seems 
appropriate, and added 
the area is at an approxi-
mate 1-2% positive active 
infection rate for its 
population.

“We are seeing limited 
outbreaks in multiple 
long term care facilities 
and assisted living fa-
cilities, and sadly, some 
schools already,” he 
continued.

He added Virginia’s 
Central Region, which 
includes Richmond and 
surrounding counties, 
appears to be doing 
much better than the 
state in terms of average 
coronavirus cases.

He also said the area 
is seeing a consistent 
downward trend in cas-
es and may be headed 
for a new low in case lev-
els not seen since June. 

“Be vigilant and com-
mitted. This is not over 
yet,” he advised.

Things were looking 

up for the Immigration 
Centers of America (ICA) 
Farmville detention cen-
ter this week. The facility 
was listed online by the 
U.S. Immigrations and 
Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) on Monday as only 
having two detainees 
currently under isolation 
or monitoring for the 
coronavirus. 

On Monday the Virgin-
ia Department of Health 
(VDH) listed Bucking-
ham County as having a 
cumulative total of 634 
coronavirus cases since 
the pandemic began, up 
14 from 620 cases the 
week prior. 

Cumberland County 
rose 8 cases since last 
week for a total of 92 
cases. 

Prince Edward County 
was listed Monday as 
having 466 total cases, 
up 17 from 449 the week 
prior. 

Lunenburg County was 
up to 81 cases on Mon-
day, up 11 from 70 cases 
last week. 

Charlotte County rose 
one case this week, go-
ing from 58 to 59 cases.

Nottoway County also 
rose one case, going 
from 183 to 184. 

Amelia County in-
creased by seven cases, 
from 85 last week to 92 
as of Monday. 

CASES: ‘This is 
not over yet’

BY ALEXA MASSEY

The Farmville Herald 

A Prince Edward 
County Sheriff’s Office 
sergeant has been 

demoted following 
his involvement in a 
controversial Facebook 
post deemed racist and 
offensive by many area 
residents. 

Tuesday, Aug. 11, 
Buckingham County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Chris 
Fishburne shared a 
Facebook post that out-
raged several citizens. 

Fishburne’s post 
joked about selling 
his “white privilege 
card,” which he said 
he would be willing 
to trade for a “race 
card.”

Fishburne and the 
Buckingham County 
Sheriff’s Office re-
ceived heavy back-
lash for the post, 
which was shared 
across social media. 

A Facebook profile 
under the name Lar-
ry Redskin Franklin 
seemed to find hu-
mor in the deputy’s 
joke, commenting 
laughing emojis 

under the original post. 
That’s when locals iden-
tified Franklin as being 
an employee of the 
Prince Edward County 
Sheriff’s Office.

A Monday afternoon, 
Aug. 20, press release 
from Prince Edward 
Sheriff L.A. “Tony” Epps 
said the sergeant had 
been demoted following 
the incident, and was 
being required to at-
tend additional cultural 
diversity classes. 

“This was a serious 
action which required 
serious reprimand,” 
Epps was quoted in the 
release. 

“This was totally out 
of character of this 
deputy,” he continued. 
“I have never seen or 

heard anything from 
him to indicate any 
racial tendencies. He 
loves and gets along 
well with everyone he 
encounters. He and I 
want to apologize for 
his actions and hope 
this community will 
forgive him.” 

Earlier in the week, 
Buckingham County 
Sheriff Bill Kidd re-
leased his own state-
ment following Fish-
burne’s Facebook post, 
apologizing for the 
incident and express-
ing disappointment in 
Fishburne’s “derogatory 
remarks.” 

Fishburne ultimately 
submitted a Letter to 
the Editor to The Her-
ald. He publicly apolo-
gized for the post in the 
letter, and said he did 

not create but rather 
shared the post after 
seeing the statement 
elsewhere. 

“I focused on the 
work ethic and just 
wasn’t paying attention 
to the post as a whole,” 
Fishburne wrote. “I’ve 
upset the community 
and my colleagues, 
and for that, I sincerely 
apologize. That’s just 
not who I am. I made a 
mistake.” 

“As public servants, 
we simply cannot allow 
this type of behavior,” 
Epps said in the Mon-
day release. “I have 
always worked hard to 
bring people together 
in our county. As sher-
iff, I will continue to 
build relationships and 
trust with all citizens of 
the county.”

Sergeant demoted after FB comment
PRINCE EDWARD
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The Farmville Town Council 
is considering adopting an 
emergency ordinance to limit 
large gatherings to 50 people 
or less in preparation for the 
return of Longwood University 
and Hampden-Sydney College 
students.

A rough draft of the emer-
gency ordinance was present-
ed to the council by Town 
Attorney Gary Elder at the 

Wednesday, Aug. 12, Farmville 
Town Council Meeting. 

Although Phase 3 of Vir-
ginia’s reopening plans allow 
for social gatherings of 250 
people or less, other college 
towns and cities such as 
Radford and Blacksburg have 
moved to adopt ordinances 
that reduce that figure as they 
prepare to welcome students 
back on campus. 

Elder said Wednesday he 
borrowed much of the ordi-
nance’s language from Blacks-

burg and Radford, but asked 
councilmembers for feedback 
on changes that may need to 
be considered for Farmville. 

The draft ordinance pro-
poses to prohibit gatherings 
of more than 50 people in 
town, excluding instances 
such as religious ceremonies, 
weddings or funerals, as well 
as demonstrations on town 
property or other public 
property as permitted by a 

special event permit issued 
by the town manager or their 
designee. 

Wednesday night owners of 
local restaurant North Street 
Press Club Nash Osborn and 
Jake Romaine came before the 
council with concerns regard-
ing other localities putting 
curfews in place as college 
students return. Osborn told 
council members even a 12 
a.m. curfew could result in 
a $10,000 loss in revenue for 
North Street each week. The 

establishment, he said, is nor-
mally ope until 2 a.m. 

Osborn said the restaurant 
is following social distanc-
ing guidelines and requiring 
people to be seated and not 
congregating in large groups 
while at the business, and 
owners plan to do the same as 
students come back.

It does not appear that the 
council is currently consider-
ing such a curfew. Farmville

Town may limit gatherings to 50
FARMVILLE

BY ALEXA MASSEY

The Farmville Herald 

Many area residents 
expressed outrage and 
disappointment this week 
in response to a social 
media post made by a Buck-
ingham County sheriff’s 
deputy.

A screenshot of the 
post, deemed racist and 
unprofessional by several 
citizens, began circulating 
online last week.

The Facebook (FB) status 
appeared to have been 
written by Deputy Chris 
Fishburne of the Bucking-
ham County Sheriff’s Office. 
In the post, Fishburne joked 
about selling his “white 
privilege card” which he 
implied had been useless 

for all of his life. 
“No welfare checks, no 

inheritance, no free college, 
no free food, no free hous-
ing,” Fishburne wrote. 

He continued the post by 
stating he may be willing to 
trade for a “race card.” 

“Those seem to be way 
more useful and more wide-
ly accepted,” he continued. 

Prince Edward County 
resident Kiera Scruggs said 
she initially came across 
the post from a friend on 
Facebook she and Fish-
burne have in common. She 
said she was immediately 
outraged by the post and 
decided to share it in

Deputy’s 
FB post 

questioned
BUCKINGHAM

Lynette
Wright

BY TITUS MOHLER

The Farmville Herald

There are multiple opportu-
nities for voters to avoid the 
stress of long lines on Election 
Day, Nov. 3. 

Prince Edward County 
Director of Elections Lynette 
Wright said the main change 
in the election process this fall 
will be the ability for people 
to vote early without having 
to state a reason.  Previously, 
voters had to give a reason 
why they would not be able to 
vote on Election Day.

Early voting begins Sept. 18 
and runs through Oct. 31. 

“This should, I would think, 

alleviate lines,” Wright said. 
“You’ve got actually (44) days 
to vote just because you want 
to.”

This early voting will take 
place on the second floor of 
the Prince Edward County 
Courthouse, located at 111 
South St. in Farmville.

“It’s going to be just like 
you’re going on Election Day. 
You just come in, show your 
ID, get checked in, get your 
ballot, vote (and) you are 
done,” she said. “And our of-
fice hours here are going to be 
Monday through Friday, 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. And then the 

last two Saturdays in October, 
which are Oct. 24 and Oct. 31, 
(we’re) also open 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.”

Wright also offered a helpful 
explanation of the process of 
voting absentee, for those who 
wish to do so. She noted there 
has already been a significant 
uptick in her receipt of absen-
tee voting applications.

Voters have more 
options this year

PRINCE EDWARD

BY ALEXA MASSEY

The Farmville Herald 

Buckingham County super-
visors voted unanimously to 
use a portion of CARES Act 
money to purchase 500 Veri-
zon hot spot devices in order 
to provide internet access to 
the county’s schoolchildren. 

At the Buckingham County 
Board of Supervisors meet-
ing Monday, Aug. 10, County 
Administrator Rebecca Carter 
addressed the board regard-
ing Buckingham County Public 
Schools’ plans to hold the first 

nine weeks of classes virtually 
due to concerns regarding the 
novel coronavirus outbreak. 

Carter said the school had 
advised that, according to a 
survey, approximately 400 
Buckingham students do not 
have internet access, making 
at-home learning a challenge 
in the rural county. She added 
some families may not have 
responded to the survey, mak-
ing the number of students 
without internet even larger. 

According to Carter the 

county’s technology manager, 
Jamie Shumaker, spoke with 
a Verizon representative re-
garding how the county could 
help these students with little 
to no internet access. That’s 
when officials became aware 
of Verizon’s new Distance 
Learning Program for K-12 
Public Schools.

Through the program, Buck-
ingham will be able to pur-
chase 500 hot spots that can 
be sent home with each child 
who does not have reliable

500 hot spots made available
for county students

BUCKINGHAM

BY ROGER WATSON

The Farmville Herald

The director of the Farm-
ville Immigration Centers 
of America (ICA) Detention 
Center told the Farmville 
Town Council Wednesday, 
Aug. 12, the facility has 
not had any detainees or 
staff exhibit symptoms of 
COVID-19 since July 10 and 
claimed much of the stories 
in the media about prob-
lems with the treatment of 
detainees in the facility are 
not true.

Jeff Crawford appeared 
before the council in an 
effort to answer questions 
surrounding reported 
issues with a COVID-19 out-
break at the facility. More 
than 90% of the detainees 
of the facility and 28 staff 

members have tested posi-
tive for the virus.

“We had many positives 
of COVID-19, but there is 
a great difference in being 
positive for COVID-19 and 
being sick, and no one 
seems to be differentiating 
between the two,” Crawford 
said.

He said the center had no 
more than 10 detainees ac-
tively displaying symptoms 
of the virus at one time at 
the height of the outbreak. 
He said half of those who 
became ill had low-grade 
fevers, and only four or 
five detainees had serious 
symptoms that typically 
lasted only 24 to 48 hours.

“Much of what the news 
has been reporting the

Director defends 
detention facility’s 

response to outbreak

BY TITUS MOHLER

The Farmville Herald

Progress was made at the 
Farmville Town Council’s 
Wednesday, Aug. 12, meeting 
with regard to the proposed 
roundabout project located 
at the intersection of High 
and Oak streets and Griffin 
Boulevard. But completion of 
the project is still projected to 
be a decade away.

The town council voted 
unanimously Wednesday to 
adopt a resolution authorizing 
support and the submission 
of a funding application to the 
Commonwealth Transporta-
tion Board through the bi-an-
nual Smart Scale Program 
for the 643 (High Street) and 
Oak Street/Griffin Boulevard 
Roundabout project.

Either through email, on the 
phone or in person, 11 mem-
bers of the public participated 
in the public hearing that 
preceded the council’s vote. 
Nine of the community mem-
bers spoke in favor of trans-
forming the intersection into 
a roundabout, and two spoke 
in opposition to the proposed 
project.

Long, winding road leads to roundabout
FARMVILLE
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Drakes Branch
ELDERLY/DISABLED APARTMENTS

RENTAL
ASSISTANCE
AVAILABLE

CALL (434) 568-3205

• Spacious one 
bedroom apartments

• Wall to wall carpet

• Central air and heat
• Mini blinds
• On site Laundry

NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS

Applicants must 
meet elderly status 

qualifications

Drakes Branch Elderly
200 Foster Street

Drakes Branch, VA 23937

ACROSS FROM WAL-MART SUPERCENTER
1906 SOUTH MAIN STREET, FARMVILLE, VA 23901

PHONE: 434-392-8166 OR 1-800-306-5337
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HALEY

LONGWOOD
UNIVERSITY

"Drive 
A Little
Save A 
Lot!"HOURS:

Sales: 9-7:30 M-F, SAT. 9-6
Service/Parts: 8-5:30 M-F, SAT. 8-2

Auto Mall
“HAS IT” 

HALEYHASIT.COM
FARMVILLE, VIRGINIA

2020 CHEVY EQUINOX
PREMIER AWD

NAVIGATION, PREMIUM BOSE SPEAKERS, HEATED 
STEERING WHEEL AND HEATED AND COOLED 

FRONT SEATS, POWER LIFT GATE, BLIND SPOT 
MONITOR, POWER SUNROOF, 8-WAY POWER 

DRIVERS SEAT, #20415
MSRP $42,650

$33,623HALEY
VALUE
PRICE

Price includes all manufacturer incentives. Excludes taxes, DMV, $599 processing fee and destination charge. Valid Through 8/31/20.

FROM PAGE ONE

Mayor David Whitus 
said Friday although the 
emergency ordinance 
limiting gatherings was 
still a draft, he does not 

anticipate it will affect 
restaurants. 

On Wednesday night, 
Elder also said he did 
not believe the ordi-
nance would apply to 
restaurants, as the state 

is already providing 
guidelines to food and 
beverage establishments 
regarding occupancy 
limitations during the 
pandemic.

Farmville Police Chief 

Andy Ellington said at 
Wednesday’s meeting law 
enforcement is expecting 
to see a surge in house 
parties and similar gath-
erings as students return.

Under the draft ordi-

nance, a person found 
hosting a gathering of 
more than 50 people 
after being warned by 
law enforcement to 
disperse the group could 
be subject to a fine of 
up to $300. A person 
attending such a gather-
ing who does not heed 

the warnings of an officer 
could be subject to fines 
up to $150.

Councilmembers did 
not take action on the 
draft ordinance Wednes-
day night, but an updated 
version is expected to be 
presented at the Wednes-
day, Aug. 19 meeting.

GATHERINGS: College students return

FROM PAGE ONE

“For absentee voting 
by mail, (voters) can get 
an application,” she said. 
“Either they can down-
load it off the website, 
which is at www.elec-
tions.virginia.gov, and 
they can fill it out and 
mail it in.”

Or they can apply com-
pletely online without 
having to mail anything 
in if they have a Virginia 
Department of Motor 
Vehicles ID or driver’s 
license, she said. They 
can put in their driver’s 
license number, their 
social security number 
and submit the applica-
tion online.

“It comes straight to 

our computer within an 
hour, so that way they 
don’t have to worry 
about it being mailed,” 
she said. “The other op-
tion is if they don’t have 
internet, they can call us 
here at (434) 392-4767, re-
quest an application, we 
mail it out to them, they 
fill out the application, 
get it back to us.”

Wright stated that as 
of Monday, Aug. 17, she 
had approximately 600 
completed absentee vot-
ing applications sitting in 
her office. 
“The ballots will not get 
mailed until Sept. 18 — 
that’s when we start, so 
there’ll be a huge mailing 
on that day,” she said. 
“So I take them to the 

post office (and) mail 
them certified mail. The 
state has started doing 
an intelligent barcode 
mailing system.” 

She said she has not 
used the system yet, as 
she has not printed any 
labels yet. But when she 
does, they are supposed 
to have a barcode that 
will allow the voter to 
actually go to www.elec-
tions.virginia.gov and 
track their ballot.

Wright said she is also 
going to list the link on 
the county’s website to 
help voters track their 
ballots.

“The last day to reg-
ister to vote or change 
your voter information is 
Oct. 13,” she said. “You 

do not have to re-regis-
ter if you are currently 
registered, and anybody 
can call and check with 
us to make sure they 
are registered. That way 
it’ll save them a lot of 
work and save a lot of 
taxpayer money from us 
sending out extra mail 
that doesn’t need to be 
(sent).”

She said Oct. 23 at 5 
p.m. is the deadline for 
requesting a ballot by 
mail. This means a com-
pleted application must 
be in her office in her 
hand by 5 p.m. that day. 
“It can’t be postmarked,” 
she said. “It has to be in 
my hand so I can enter it 
that evening and be able 
to mail (it) out the next 

day.”
Oct. 31 is the last day 

to submit an absentee 
ballot to the registrar’s 
office in person, she 
stated.

Wright said she is not 
sure yet if Prince Edward 
will utilize lockboxes, 
which would be boxes 
placed somewhere in 
the county where voters 
could submit their bal-
lots.

“At the moment, we are 
still waiting on the Gen-
eral Assembly’s special 
session for any addition-
al election administra-
tion instructions, so I 
do not know if we would 
be doing it until we hear 
from them, until they 
let us know if we can do 

that,” she said.
Asked what protec-

tions have been put in 
place to help protect 
against fraud, Wright 
pointed to the intelligent 
barcode system she men-
tioned prior.

“I think the intelligent 
barcode is one thing that 
the state just activated 
for every county in the 
state of Virginia so that 
people could go to that 
website and track their 
ballot,” she said. “It 
doesn’t track it to the of-
fice, it just tracks it to the 
post office that’s in your 
area. But still, that allows 
you to track your ballot. 
I think that’s one thing 
that they have done to 
help reassure people.”

VOTERS: Intelligent barcode to help protect against fraud

FROM PAGE ONE

order to spread aware-
ness of the inappropriate 
comments made by a 
local officer of the law.

“I understand we all 
like to joke, but this is 
nothing to joke about,” 
she said Monday. “Es-
pecially when it deals 
with racial profiling and 
stereotyping people of 
color, or anyone for that 
matter.”

Scruggs said as a 
young, biracial woman 
who grew up in the area, 
it scares her to imagine 
an officer could look 
at her and think any of 
what Fishburne said in 
his social media post 
based solely off the 
color of her skin. 

According to Scruggs, 
earlier last week a fake 
Facebook page was cre-
ated in order to write a 
comment directed at her 
reaction over the post, 
telling her to “keep on 
picking that democratic 
plantation cotton.”

She said she was able 
to laugh the comment 
off. “In this communi-
ty we have no room 
for hate, stereotypical 
comments, and prej-
udice-thinking law 
enforcement officers or 
people,” she said. “Love, 
compassion and unity 
will always win.”

Local resident Gayle 
Jones-Foster said she 
also stumbled upon 
Fishburne’s post on her 
Facebook timeline. Her 
reaction was a mixture 

of shock, offense and 
a feeling of needing to 
address the issue. 

“Too long have we sat 
back and let statements 
like these from people 
in uniform with their 
ancient backwoods 
opinions be expressed 
and we as a ‘people’ 
tuck our heads and not 
address them because 
we don’t want to ruffle 
any feathers, or we want 
to be politically correct,” 
she said Friday.  

“Law enforcement 
and/or public servants 
may have their own 
personal opinions about 
anything, but when you 
represent all people and 
your salary is paid by all 
people, your opinions 
are just that, yours, 
and are not necessarily 
reflective of the people 
you serve, therefore 
they should not inter-
fere with your duties 
as said servant. Those 
comments can clearly 
cloud the judgement of 
the person that made 
them, and for the people 
that are to be protected, 
it can pose trust issues 
and division between 
the department and the 
citizens.”

Buckingham County 
Sheriff Bill Kidd re-
sponded to inquiries 
regarding the Facebook 
post Friday afternoon. 

“On the evening of 
August 11, 2020, I was 
informed of an inappro-
priate social media post 
published by one of my 
employees,” Kidd wrote. 

“Upon reading the post, 
I immediately spoke with 
the employee expressing 
my discontent and the 
posting was removed. 
By that time, unfortu-
nately, irreversible dam-
age had been done.  

“Since taking office, 
I’ve worked very hard to 
establish and maintain 
good relations with all 
segments of our popu-
lation in Buckingham 
as well as surrounding 
areas. It is disheartening 
to have a setback like 
this from one inappro-
priate comment.  Al-
though I am not at liber-
ty to discuss employee 
discipline matters, I can 
assure you that these 
derogatory remarks do 
not represent myself or 
the views of my office. 
Bias of any kind, cannot 
and will not be tolerated. 
If such acts are brought 
to my attention again, 
repercussion and swift 

action will occur. I sin-
cerely wish to apologize 
to all for this unfortu-
nate incident.”

Members of the 
public also expressed 
discontent regarding a 
commenter under the 
name of Larry Redskin 
Franklin who found 
humor in Fishburne’s 
original Facebook post 
and posted laughing 
emojis. Several residents 
identified Franklin as a 
Prince Edward County 
Sheriff’s deputy, which 
he lists himself as under 
his social media profile. 
Prince Edward County 
Sheriff Tony Epps did 
not respond to an email 
asking for confirmation 
of the commenter’s pos-
sible employment with 
the county.

DEPUTY: ‘This is nothing to joke about’
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Teen 
killed in 

crash
BY ALEXA MASSEY

The Farmville Herald 

It’s been a tough week for 
Centra after the health care 
provider saw record numbers 
of hospitalized coronavirus 
patients, but good news could 
be just on the horizon as offi-
cials prepare for the arrival of 
a vaccine. 

In a Wednesday, Dec. 2, 
press conference, Centra offi-
cials highlighted the difficul-
ties seen by hospitals during 
the month of November, par-
ticularly Lynchburg General. 

According to Centra Vice 
President of Medical Affairs 
Chris Lewis, the number of 
COVID-19 patients in Lynch-
burg increased steadily 
throughout the month of 
November, with the hospital 
seeing its largest peak of 
56 COVID patients over the 
weekend. 

“A peak of 56 is quite high 
and frankly broke all of our 
previous records by a good 
amount,” Lewis said.

Centra 
sees 

record 
numbers

BY ALEXA MASSEY

The Farmville Herald

The Cartersville community experienced a 
tragedy this week when a local teen was killed in 
a single-vehicle crash Monday, Nov. 30. 

Virginia State Police (VSP) responded to a sin-
gle-vehicle crash on Route 45 (Cartersville Road) 
just a mile north of Route 626 (Meador Road) at 
approximately 3:37 p.m. 
Monday afternoon.

A 1998 Ford Explorer 
driven by Malachi D. 
McLean, 18, of Carters-
ville, was traveling south 
on Route 45 when it ran 
off the left side of the 
road and struck a tree, 
according to Shelby 
Crouch of the VSP. 

McLean died at the 
scene. 

Family and friends 
were heartbroken by the 
news of McLean’s passing. 

Family described Mc-
Lean as a devoted man of God serving faithfully 
at Rising Mt. Zion Baptist Church where he vol-
unteered as an usher, armor bearer and walking 
trustee while actively assisting with the Mighty

CUMBERLAND

Malachi D.
McLean

BY TITUS MOHLER

The Farmville Herald

A good Samaritan helped save 
occupants of a house on Race 
Street in Farmville on Tuesday 
morning, Dec. 1, along with the 
house, drawing multiple fire 
departments to put the fire out.

Dan Pempel, of Farmville 
Fire Department (FFD), said a 
passerby saw smoke coming 
from the eaves of the roof of 
the house and was banging on 
the door to get the people out 
of the house, while also calling 

911.
FFD Capt. Travis Finch said 

the department was dispatched 
at 7:50 a.m. to the home at 602 
Race St.

Pempel noted that Hamp-
den-Sydney Volunteer Fire & 
Rescue and Prospect Volunteer 
Fire Department joined FFD in 
response.

“The first units arrived and 
entered the house with a hose

DAN PEMPEL

Farmville Fire Department Sgt. Brian Seimetz fights the fire on the roof 
of the house at 602 Race St. Tuesday morning, Dec. 1, as Capt. Travis 
Finch, right, supervises.

Passerby saves 
family from blaze

FARMVILLE

BY ALEXA MASSEY

The Farmville Herald 

A local couple was led 
on a literal wild goose 
chase in an effort to help 
out a distressed bird at 
Wilck’s Lake in Farm-
ville. 

Town residents Clint 
Thackston and Sarah 

Allman enjoy taking reg-
ular trips to Wilck’s Lake 
Park in order to spend 
time together and feed 
the ducks and geese that 
can usually be found 
around the lake and by

Farmville residents Sarah Allman and Clint Thackston 
recently worked together to help free a goose at Wilck’s 
Lake that had become tangled in some thick string. 
Pictured, Allman poses for a brief photo with the goose 
after it was cut free before letting the animal go.

Goose chase
results in rescue

FARMVILLE

BY TITUS MOHLER

The Farmville Herald

Prince Edward County has 
been able to provide aid to as 
many as 67 area businesses and 
organizations through the allo-
cation of CARES Act funding.

The county has received 
$3,978,774 from the federal 
government as the county’s 

share of the Coronavirus Relief 
Fund, which was established by 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act 
of 2020.

The complete list of Prince 
Edward businesses and orga-
nizations receiving CARES Act 
funds, included at the end of 

this article, represents a com-
bined allocation of $324,000, 
with all but four businesses 
receiving $5,000 each.

Leaders from some of the 
groups on the list shared how 
the funds benefited their organi-
zations.

Tony Perini, owner of Perini

CARES funds ease burdens
PRINCE EDWARD

BY ALEXA MASSEY

The Farmville Herald

The Buckingham County Plan-
ning Commission voted unani-
mously last Monday, Nov. 23, to 
table any further discussions 
of removing mining from A-1 
and A-C agricultural districts 
until more information could be 

gathered.
Last month the commission 

heard from a panel of geological 
experts after public concerns 
escalated following the discov-
ery that Canadian-based com-
pany Aston Bay Holdings had 
been performing exploratory 

gold drilling/core sampling for 
years without the knowledge of 
county officials. 

Citizens were angered both 
by Aston Bay’s under-the-radar 
operations and the potential for 
gold discoveries to leading to an 
open-pit mine.

No action taken on mining dilemma
BUCKINGHAM

BY TITUS MOHLER

The Farmville Herald

Prince Edward County’s reassess-
ment of property values has been 
completed, and property owners have 
begun to receive the results, with 
many finding marked increases.

A Tuesday, Dec. 1, press release 
from the county noted reassessment 
is the process by which the assessed 

value of real estate property held by 
citizens, businesses and industries 
within the county boundaries is 
revised to reflect fair market value. 
Adjustments in value are necessary 
to reflect the current real estate mar-
ket in order to more equitably

Doug
Stanley

Reassessment brings rise in values
PRINCE EDWARD
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As of Wednesday that 
figure had dropped to 
32 active coronavirus 
patients in the hospi-
tal’s COVID unit plus 13 
patients in the ICU, 10 
of which were on venti-
lators, for a total of 45 
COVID-positive patients. 

Mortality rates have 
also increased, bringing 
Lynchburg General’s 
cumulative number of 
COVID-19 patient deaths 
to 114.

Lewis addressed 
concerns seen around 

the country that Thanks-
giving celebrations could 
lead to an even larger 
surge of virus cases, re-
marking that the effects 
of the holiday may be 
visible toward the end of 
this week. 

“The next one to two 
weeks will be pretty criti-
cal to find out if and how 
Thanksgiving essentially 
plays out for COVID and 
our community,” he said.

Centra President and 
CEO Andy Mueller said 
Wednesday that the 
organization is working 
with the state in prepa-

ration to become one of 
16 vaccine distribution 
sites across the common-
wealth. 

He added while offi-
cials don’t know exactly 
when the first vaccine 
will arrive on site, it 
could be as early as next 
week once authorization 
is received from the Food 
and Drug Administration. 

Mueller said Centra 
anticipates it will prior-
itize distribution of the 
vaccine as indicated by 
the state and the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) around 

frontline caregivers who 
are treating patients 
who have or are suspect-
ed to be high risk for 
COVID-19. While Centra 
will not mandate vacci-
nation for caregivers, 
the vaccinations will be 
strongly encouraged. 

He added while the 
health care provider 
does not have specific 
details about what dis-
tribution will look like or 
what amount of vaccines 
will be received, officials 
are hopeful of a full 
allotment. 

During Wednesday’s 
conference, Lewis noted 
Centra Southside Com-
munity Hospital in Farm-
ville seems to be holding 
its own in relation to vi-
rus mitigation, remarking 

that the hospital hovered 
around five coronavirus 
patients in its COVID unit 
this week. 

“Southside actually is 
doing relatively well,” 
Lewis said. “You all have 
been very helpful in 
being able to offload at 
times some patients with 
COVID that came into 
say the Gretna emergen-
cy room or somewhere 
else that needed COVID 
care and we were being 

challenged for example 
at Lynchburg at that time 
… Southside Hospital 
really has been able to 
step up and help manage 
patients for the whole 
region.” 

Officials also stated 
Monday that Centra is 
not currently consider-
ing suspending elective 
procedures in response 
to recent numbers, al-
though the situation will 
be watched closely.

CENTRA: First vaccine could arrive next week

FROM PAGE ONE

line and pulled the 
ceiling to get to the fire 
and were able to knock 
down the fire in the 
ceiling,” Pempel said, 
adding that other units 
cut a hole in the roof to 
extinguish the rest of 

the fire.
Finch said the depart-

ments had the scene 
under control in 10 to 15 
minutes.

“We just remained on 
scene doing overhaul for 
another hour,” he said.

He confirmed that no 
one was hurt by the fire.

“Everybody was out of 
the house when we got 
there,” he said.

He stated the cause 
was an electrical short 
in the attic, adding that 
it was old wiring.

“It was under some 
blown-in insulation,” he 
said.

BLAZE: ‘We just remained on scene 
doing overhaul for another hour’
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Men of God ministries 
and the weekly food bank 
pickup and distribution. 

“Malachi was a gentle 
giant,” sister Chante 
Cooper stated. “He loved 
his family dearly and 
spent his spare time 
binge-watching movies 
with his mom, laughing 
and enjoying his life.”

Described as having 
an infectious smile and 
a quiet personality, 
McLean was a member of 
the Cumberland County 
High School Class of 2020 
and frequently enjoyed 
playing football, basket-
ball and visiting friends 

from high school. 
“We were saddened to 

hear about the passing 
of Malachi,” Cumberland 
County Public Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Chip 
Jones said Tuesday. 

Jones added a high 
school counselor was 
available this week in 
case any students or staff 
needed support during 
this difficult time.

A viewing/wake has 
been arranged for Sat-

urday from 3 to 6 p.m. 
at Colbert-Wiley Funeral 
Home, with a funeral 
scheduled for Sunday, 
Dec. 6 at 1 p.m. at Rising 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 

Additionally, a GoFund-
Me page has been set up 
by McLean’s family in 
order to help pay for fu-
neral expenses. The page 
had raised more than 
$3,000 dollars in funds as 
of Wednesday afternoon, 
Dec. 2.

CRASH: ‘He loved his family dearly’
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the library. 
According to Thackston, 

the couple was spending 
an afternoon feeding the 
birds when they noticed 
a goose that was unable 
to lift up its wing or fly 
around like the others. 

A closer look revealed 
the animal had a thick 
section of string tangled 
around its wing, digging 
into the skin. 

Although Thackston and 
Allman were unable to get 
close enough to help the 
creature, they returned the 
next day. As they searched 
around in the pouring rain, 
they discovered the same 
injured goose. 

The couple threw a 
beach towel over the bird 
in order to catch it. Allman 
held the goose as Thack-
ston used his pocket knife 
to cut the string, which 
was wrapped several times 
around the wing and body 
of the goose. 

“The goose didn’t fight 
us while we were holding 
him,” Thackston recalled. 
“I guess because he could 
tell we were trying to help 
him.”

After stopping to take a 
few photos and ensure the 
bird was alright, the couple 
released the animal. 

After a few precaution-
ary flaps of the wings, the 
goose was freed and ran 
off.

Thanks to a bit of com-
passion and ingenuity, the 
couple turned a goose’s 
rainy day gone south into a 
happy one. 

GOOSE: 
Animal was 
released
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