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The impact of saying “I do” in O.C.

An alternative approach
BY HILARY HOLLADAY

Staff Writer

Assistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Russel Henderson pros-
ecutes the bulk of the drug cases in 
Orange County, and when he suc-
ceeds, offenders typically land in 
prison, sometimes for lengthy sen-
tences. But in recent years, as the 
number of local deaths from over-
doses has escalated—by his count, 
approximately 60 deaths in the past 
six years—he has come to a realiza-
tion about a situation that has huge 
implications for the whole com-

munity: “You can’t incarcerate your 
way out of it.” 

Henderson understands the 
hard-line stance many people take 
when they consider the burden of 
drug addiction on society and the 
harm opioid users can do to them-
selves and others. “I’ve been hard-
line in the past,” he said during an 
interview last week in his office at 
the courthouse. But given that con-
victions and jail time haven’t made 
a significant dent in the problem, 
he is actively seeking an alternative 
solution, namely drug court, which 

would be a new addition to the 
docket in Orange County Circuit 
Court. 

The way Henderson explains it, 
drug court is for people charged 
with possession of illegal drugs but 
not with distribution. To be eligible 
for the accommodations and help 
that drug court would offer them, 
they would have to agree there was 
sufficient evidence to find them 
guilty. 

There is a fully established drug 

BY JEFF POOLE
Editor

Tourism revenues in Orange County in-
creased more than 5% in 2018 to $51.3 mil-
lion, according to data recently released 
by the United States Travel Association 
(USTA). 

Data collected by the organization re-
vealed that every region in Virginia showed 
gains in tourism revenue when compared 
to 2017. 

Locally, tourism-related taxes generated 
nearly $1.5 million and supported 613 
jobs in the community. 

“This most recent data confirms tour-
ism’s contribution to the county’s growing 
economy and highlights the contributions 
of local businesses that serve our commu-
nity and visitors,” Orange County Board of 
Supervisors’ Chair Jim White said. 

“Orange County’s growing tourism 
industry is the result of our passionate 
business owners striving to provide qual-
ity experiences, nonprofit organizations 
supporting and preserving our cherished 
historic treasures, arts and culture, and 
many local volunteers donating hundreds 
of hours a year to support our destina-

BY JANET A. MARTIN
Correspondent

When a couple says, “I 
do” in Orange County, 
Virginia, it has the 

startling ramifications of the 
“butterfly effect.”  That is, one 
small act can produce multiple 
complex consequences, affect-
ing thousands of people.  

How so? 
The “butterfly effect,” associ-

ated with the mathematician 
Edward Lorenz (1917-2008), 
who established theories of cli-
mate and predictability, dem-

onstrated how small actions 
in nature can provoke large 
consequences.  As an example, 
the flapping of butterfly wings 
in South America can possi-
bly affect the weather in New 
York City. Similarly, one com-
mitment between a bride and 
groom in Orange County can 
affect thousands of others, hav-
ing an impact on businesses, 
vendors and service activities 
across the state and nation. 

One thing is for sure: the des-
tination wedding is big busi-
ness—in the United States, in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia 

and locally. 
According to Shane 

McMurray, author of The 
Wedding Report, there were 
more than 2.2 million weddings 
nationwide in 2018. Of those, 
more than 57,300 took place 
in Virginia and 239 in Orange 
County. 

Virginia currently ranks as 
the 12th-most popular state for 
weddings in the country and 
fifth-most popular on the East 
Coast.

EpIC assessment
A community-wide effort
to address addiction crisis

BY HILARY HOLLADAY
Staff Writer

When Crystal Hale was named director of Orange 
County Social Services in September of 2017, she 
quickly realized the county had a serious drug 
problem on its hands. Although local law enforce-
ment, the commonwealth’s attorney’s office, social 
services and various other agencies and organiza-
tions were dealing with the crisis individually, Hale 
saw a need for a coordinated, community-wide 
effort. With that goal in mind, she convened the 
first meeting of the Epidemic Intelligence Council 

Tourism 
revenue 
on the rise

2018 figures report 
5.3% growth

See TOURISM, page A7

REVIEW FILE PHOTO

James Madison’s Montpelier and other local attrac-
tions helped drive local tourism revenue up more than 
5% in 2018. 

Heading to a wedding

PHOTO BY KATIE BARFIELD PHOTOGRAPHY

Orange County is becoming increasingly popular as a wedding destination where couples can have rural, rustic and upscale wed-
dings at a variety of venues. Those events support local caterers, florists, rental companies, photographers and more. Here, a  
couple weds at Honah Lee Vineyard on Route 15 between Orange and Gordonsville. 

The evolution of the wedding industry and demographic changes of those getting 
married have given rise to a new and growing realm of businesses that serve, style, 

house, entertain, advise and otherwise support the wedding party and its guests. 

See WEDDINGS, page A7

See EPIC, page A2See DRUG COURT, page A8

Drug court would offer assistance instead of incarceration
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farms, homes, Land & Country Estates

138 East Main Street, Orange, VA 22960
www.jacksamuels.com

(540) 672-3233

Classic beauty located in the town of
Orange. This stately brick home has
4BR w/ potential of 2 more, 5 full baths,
hardwood flooring and solid wooden
doors throughout. Formal living room
w/ gas fireplace, formal dining room,
den, sunroom, study, a full bath and eat-
in kitchen on the 1st level. This charming
3-story home is over 4800 sq ft and it
is situated on 2 town lots totaling 0.514
acres. The walkout basement and main
level back porch open out to a cu stom
brick patio just waiting for you to entertain
friends and family. $299,900

62.5acreswithHilltopviews inhistoric
Barboursville area on Spotswood
Trail across from Montebello. Priced
well below assessed value. $195,000
UNDER CONTRACT

Beautiful, Quality-Built Georgian Style
Home located o� of scenic Spotswood
Trail on 6.62 acres. This home features
crownmoulding & chair rail, 12 foot ceilings
and all the extras. 3BR and 2 full Baths,
Hardwood flooring, 5 fireplaces, large
windows, Spacious equipped kitchen with
plenty of cabinets and counter space . Full
unfinished basement w/ windows creating
natural light could be finished for twice the
space. $465,000

First time on the market! This
charming home, located on 4.95
acres in the Spicer’s Mill Subdivision,
is a traditional brick colonial with
4 bedrooms, 2 full & 2 half baths,
a full basement, attached one car
garage, and mature landscaping.
Private, rural setting just minutes
from town. Beautiful hardwood floors
throughout, two fireplaces, spacious
Florida room, outdoor brick patio and
so much more. $459,000

Newly renovated and move-in ready in the Town of
Orange. Roof is approximately 7 years old, replacement
windows are approximately 3 years old, brand new
kitchenw/granite countertops, stainless steel appliances,
hardwood floors throughout, 4BR, 2.5 baths, large living
room and family roombothwith fireplaces, walk-up attic,
2 car garage with full basement with inside and outside
stairs, back has a concrete patio. $334,900

Spacious 3 bedroom, brick, Tudor
home within walking distance to
downtown shopping, restaurants,
schools and the library. Newwindows,
freshly painted interior, hardwood
floors, fireplace, back deck is partially
covered, nicely landscaped and paved
driveway. Lovely residential home or
because it is zoned Commercial you
could operate your business in the
heart of downtown. $189,000

This .44 acre lot is located in the
quaint town of Orange, rich in history
& old town charm. The lot is within
easy walking distance to schools and
downtown shopping and restaurants.
This undeveloped wooded lot in
the Town of Orange is perfect for a
single-family home or a duplex. Public
water & Sewer are available. Fronts
on Morton Street and also accessed
by a 20’ alley. Wonderful opportunity!
$30,000

Drew Thompson
Board Certified

Hearing Aid Specialist

A + Rating

Experienced
Specialists And
Audiologists Will

Answer Your
Hearing Loss
Questions

PAYMENT/LEASE PLANSAVAILABLE.

APPROVED PROVIDER FOR INSURANCE PLANS

“We make house calls” ©2020 Beltone

• All Types and Styles of Hearing Aids Available
• Hearing screening – No Charge
• Hearing Aid Batteries – All Sizes

• 10-point Hearing Aid Cleaning and checkup,
All Makes and Models – No Charge

Wednesday, January 15th - 9:00 – Noon
Office of Schustek & Baglio

175-C Spicers Mill Road, Orange
Come in – or – call for appointment

800-850-7994

Done Once, Done Right

540-810-7860
www.redrockcrete.com
callredrock@gmail.com

Virginia Class A Contractor’s License
Milford Zimmerman,Owner

Concrete Floors,
Driveways & More

Drug court continued from page A1

court in Charlottesville, 
Henderson said, and 
Orange County is one of 
several localities in the 
region looking to set up  
drug courts in the coming 
year. He is applying for 
a grant that would help 
fund an administrator, 
but he said in the initial 
stages, he and staff mem-
bers from area agencies 
could handle the case-
load. 

Henderson is realistic 
about what he currently 
can do in response to the 
opioid epidemic. 

“I have incarceration 
and the threat of incar-
ceration. I have very little 
else,” he said.

Drug court, in contrast, 
can put participants in 
touch with treatment 
providers. In a measure 
that places rehabilita-
tion over punishment, it 
can require offenders to 
complete an activity—
work, school or commu-
nity service—for a cer-
tain number of hours per 
week. It also can require 
an offender participat-
ing in a 12-step program 
to attend meetings more 
frequently. 

The participant in drug 
court checks in on a regu-
lar basis with a case man-
ager, Henderson said, and 
has a weekly court date. 
Those who are staying 
clean and generally do-
ing well might have their 
cases moved up to the 
beginning of the docket 
so they can be in and out 
of court quickly—a small 
but meaningful reward 
for making progress to-
ward recovery. 

There’s nothing quick 
about the overall pro-
gram, however.

“In an ideal circum-
stance, a person could 
progress through the pro-
gram in approximately 16 
months. Two years would 
probably be pretty nor-
mal, and we would expect 
to set an outer participa-
tion limit of three years,” 
he said.

What happens to the 
criminal charge? 

To that, Henderson 
responded, “It would 
depend on the individ-
ual. Someone with no 
previous drug convic-
tion or deferred disposi-
tion would likely have 
the charge dismissed. 
Someone with a criminal 
history involving drug 
possession might see a 
reduction of the charge 
to a lesser offense, likely 
a misdemeanor. And 
someone facing a proba-
tion violation or with a 
significant criminal his-
tory might see a signifi-
cantly reduced sentence. 
These outcomes would 
be part of written plea 
agreements in advance 
of their participation in 
drug court.”

Participants land in 
drug court because they 
have drug habits. It’s 
up to them to tell their 
case manager or treat-
ment provider if they 
are at risk of relapsing. 
But Henderson said, “In 
a well-functioning drug 
court program, risk fac-
tors and life changes that 
suggest a relapse may be 
forthcoming would often 
be noticed by the case 
manager before relapse 
takes place.”  

Henderson, 38, is soft-
spoken, but there is a 
layer of steel beneath his 
gentle surface. A native 
of Morris County, N.J., 

who graduated from the 
University of Vermont 
and earned his law de-
gree from the University 
of Virginia, he is an active 
member of the National 
Guard. He has seen the 
impact of addiction on 
many people, including 
veterans. 

In late October of 2015, 
he received a phone call 
from his squad leader tell-
ing him a man with whom 
he’d been on deployment 
had died of an overdose. 
Henderson had attended 
the man’s wedding; they 
were close friends. He 
said it’s unclear whether 
the overdose was deliber-
ate or not. 

Henderson pushed 
back his sleeve to reveal 
a bracelet he had made in 
memory of his friend. It is 
inscribed “D.O.W.”—died 
of wounds. 

That friend is not 
Henderson’s only person-
al brush with addiction: 
he has family members 
in recovery. He said he is 
grateful one member of 
his family, sober for 10 
years, wasn’t actively ad-
dicted when the opioid 

problem began to spike 
in her part of the country 
a few years ago. Like oth-
er family members who 
have recovered from their 
addictions, she has made 
an effort to help others 
dealing with the painful 
dilemma.

Henderson’s interest in 
setting up a drug court 
thus grows out of “admi-
ration of her and also un-
derstanding what people 
deal with, watching their 
loved ones struggle with 
addiction.” 

He is a member of the 
Epidemic Intelligence 
Council created by 
Crystal Hale, Orange 
County’s director of so-
cial services, and has 
been working with a 
variety of agencies and 
individuals, including 
Rappahannock Rapidan  
Community Services, the 
Office of Offender Aid 
and Restoration, Orange 
County Circuit Court 
Judge Dale Durrer and 
local law enforcement to 
lay the groundwork for a 
drug court. He also has 
been in touch with the 
drug court coordinators 
in Charlottesville.

Although drug court 
is not yet a certainty 
for Orange County, 
Henderson is doing ev-
erything he can to make 
it happen. Like the family 
members he admires for 
giving back to their com-
munities, he wants to 
help people recover. He 
said his goal is to “do my 
best, and do my part, to 
make a difference here in 
Orange County.”

Henderson
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Supporters advocate on 
behalf of track coach Kilby

Back to 
school?

BY HILARY HOLLADAY
Staff Writer

What will the first day of school look like on 
August 10? Will students be wearing masks, so-
cially distancing on school buses, possibly tak-
ing some of their classes online? Or will they 
all stay home, log on and return to the virtual 
classrooms that provided a compromise solu-
tion in the final months of the 2019-2020 year?

These are questions without answers during 
the ongoing pandemic, and Dr. Cecil Snead, 
Orange County’s superintendent of schools, 
has been blunt with the school board about 
that. Wearing a mask 
and maintaining a safe 
distance from school 
board members, he 
made it clear that prepa-
ration is essential and so 
is flexibility. 

“We have to be pre-
pared for everything. We 
don’t have the luxury of 
planning one way. We 
have to plan three, four, five different ways, so 
whatever happens, we can move. And staff has 
been excellent at that,” Snead said during the 
June 1 board meeting. 

Since then, Gov. Ralph Northam and the 

OCPS
honors 

teachers 
of the year 
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Orange County Assistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Katie Fitzgerald.

BY HILARY HOLLADAY
Staff Writer

There are so-so resumes, good 
resumes—and then there is Katie 
Fitzgerald’s. Her five crisply writ-

ten pages are a study in professional 
accomplishment and energetic dedica-
tion to the public good. 

The assistant commonwealth’s at-
torney came to her job in Orange 
County after successive careers in nurs-
ing, health care administration and 
consulting, and private legal practice. 
She has degrees in nursing (University 
of Virginia), business administration 
(George Mason University) and law 
(University of Baltimore School of Law) 

and has served as a criminal defense 
attorney as well as a prosecutor. In 
Orange, she works mainly in the juve-
nile and domestic relations court and 
prosecutes crimes against children and 
against intimate partners.

Fitzgerald, 60, grew up in Staunton. 
She says her mother “was and is an 
amazing woman” who ran the family 
household and volunteered tirelessly at 
church and school. Fitzgerald’s father 
was a Navy veteran who became clerk 
of Augusta County’s general district 
court and, later, chief magistrate of 
the 25th Judicial District. After retire-
ment, he served as a lay minister in the 
Presbyterian Church.

In high school, Fitzgerald held part-
time jobs while managing a busy life of 
academics and extracurricular activi-
ties. She performed in the marching 
and concert band and jazz ensemble, 
ran track, served in student govern-
ment and was a cheerleader. She also 
played the piano for church services 
and her father’s Sunday school class, 
and worked in the summer as a camp 
counselor. 

In a remarkable demonstration 
of their shared interest in the law, 
Fitzgerald and her three siblings all be-
came attorneys. Until recently, brother 
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Orange County Schools Superintendent Dr. Cecil Snead and school board chair Sherrie Page listen to students 
and parents speak in support of OCHS track and field, indoor track and cross country coach Larry Kilby after 
Monday’s special school board meeting. Kilby’s teaching contract was not renewed and he was not retained 
as the high school track coach after a five-year stint.  

Questions abound regarding 
2020-21 school year
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Work is underway at Orange Elementary School to 
connecting the kindergarten building to the main 
building. 

BY JEFF POOLE
Editor

Not long after the Orange 
County School Board adopted a 
resolution condemning racism, 
the school superintendent and 
board chair faced more than 
30 students and parents out-
side the Taylor Administration 
Education Complex to hear 
their concerns about a popular 
African-American track coach 
who was not retained for the 
2020-21 school year. 

Orange County Elementary 

School teacher and Orange 
County High School track and 
field, indoor track and cross 
country coach Larry Kilby con-
firmed Monday afternoon his 
teaching contract had not been 
renewed for the 2020-21 school 
year and that he was no longer 
an OCHS coach. 

Kilby, an African-American 
man, has been with Orange 
County Schools five years after 
working in his native Madison 
County for eight years. He de-
clined further comment but 
said he did not know the stu-

dents were speaking to the 
school board on his behalf. 

At Monday’s special called 
meeting, the board’s brief agen-
da included only a few items: a 
closed session (personnel) and 
a presentation of a resolution 
condemning racism. 

Orange County School 
Board Chair Sherrie Page said 
Monday’s meeting was called 
largely to approve a number of 
personnel issues before the end 
of the fiscal year June 30. The 
board is not scheduled to meet 
again until July 6.

Meanwhile, she said school 
administration and the board 

Uniquely prepared to handle the current crisis
Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Fitzgerald is both a lawyer and a nurse

School board adopts resolution against 
racism at special meeting Monday

 > See FITZGERALD, page A2

 > See SCHOOL BOARD, page A6

 > See SCHOOL YEAR, page A7

Students speak out
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V M C YV&M PEACHEY
Small Engine Repairs

Vernon Peachey

COMPLETE SERVICE OF
ANY MAKE OR MODEL

■ Chainsaws
■Wood Splitters
■ Lawn Mowers
■Weed Eaters
■ Snow Blowers
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■ Tillers
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It is with deep sadness
we share that Philip Fon-
taine Cooke, 77, of Or-
ange, Va., passed away on
Wednesday, June 3, 2020, in
Charlottesville, Va.

A native of Fredericks-
burg, Va., he was a 1982
graduate of Mary Washing-
ton College.

After several years of
military service, Army, Air
Force and Coast Guard, and
a variety of jobs, he moved
to Orange, Va. where he
spent the rest of his life. He
opened Travel Plans Unlim-

ited and served the community in that capacity for 30
years. He was also dedicated to The Friends of the Or-
ange Library bookstore and served as Executive Director
on its Board for an equal span of years.

Phil was gregarious, outgoing, and well-known
throughout town and made friends everywhere he
went. In fact, he maintained long-term friendships with
people from across the country and even in the Philip-
pines, where he was stationed in the service. He took a
real interest in people’s lives and was always willing to
help others. If he heard of someone in need, he would
stop what he was doing and go to their aid. Always
placing others before himself. Truly, a “people person.”
His sense of humor, warmth and honesty was his gift to
one and all.

Phil took a great interest in rehabilitation services
for those with disabilities and served on several boards
dedicated to enhancing accessibility and employment
for them.

He was preceded in death by his loving companion
Christine Coates. He is survived by a son, Quinn Fon-
taine; a daughter, Susan Cooke; one granddaughter,
Raven Green; and a brother, Lee Cooke; sisters, Sally
Hanlein and Susan Simko.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to The
Friends of the Orange Library Bookstore, 120 Chapman
St., Orange, VA 22960.

Philip Fontaine Cooke

On Sunday, June 7, 2020, Gregory Evan Miller Jr., lov-
ing son, brother, and uncle, went to be with the Lord at
the age of 30.

Gregory was an entertainment writer, editor, and
freelancer for the New York Post, Entertainment Week-
ly, and TV Guide magazine, a graduate of the Newhouse
School of Journalism of Syracuse University, a marathon
runner, and a loyal customer of Chick-fil-A. Six-foot-four
and quick-witted, Greg demanded a room’s attention.
He had an unmatched knowledge of animated film and
a child-like spirit.

Greg is survived by his father, Greg Miller and moth-
er, Gina McWilliams Miller, of Orange; brother, James
Miller and his wife, Mary Brook, of Gordonsville; two
sisters, Joni Miller Shircliff and husband, Nick, of Gor-
donsville, and Marina Miller of Orange; nephew, River
Shircliff; and niece, Lucy Jo Shircliff, whom he adored.
Paternal grandparents are Gary Miller and Gayle Miller
and maternal grandparents are James McWilliams and
Ruthie McWilliams.

Gregory Evan Miller Jr.

Funeral Home
250 West Main Street

Orange, VA 22960
www.preddyfuneralhomes.com

Alice, at age 91, went to be with her Lord on June 11,
2020. She was preceded in death by her beloved hus-
band, John A. Walker of Keswick in September of 2012.
Alice was also preceded in death by her mother and fa-
ther, Adelaide and Roderick G. Cowherd; sister, Marion
L. Janney; and a brother, Rod G. Cowherd.

Alice is survived by a brother, Walton R. Cowherd
(Sara) of Richmond and sisters, Anne T. Handy (Wes)
of Wheelersburg, West Virginia, and Mary Jane Cook
(Tom) of Richmond. In addition to the named family
members, Alice has a multitude of loving nieces and
nephews around the country.

After graduating from the University of Virginia
School of Nursing, Alice went to work for the UVA Med-
ical Center and then later moved into the private medi-
cal sector. Upon retiring she moved to Keswick with her
husband until his death where upon she moved to Rich-
mond to live at Discovery Village until her passing.

Alice was cherished by many. She was a friend to all
and especially senior citizens near her home in Keswick.
She was an accomplished gardener sharing her flowers
with all and an exceptional seamstress. Above all Alice
was dedicated to her family. The family would like to
express a special thank you to her nieces, Anna C. Bry-
ant, Sara L. Cowherd, Jane C. O’Toole (deceased) and
great niece, Jessica S. Baggarley. Each of them provided
her with care at the assisted living facility.

Alice requested that any donations made be made to
either the Gordonsville Baptist Church, 303 West Gor-
don Ave., P.O. Box 926, Gordonsville, VA 22942, or to
the FOX Parkinson Foundation, Donation Processing,
The Michael J. Fox Foundation, P.O. Box 5014, Hager-
stown, MD 21741-5014.

Alice was buried at the Maplewood Cemetery in Gor-
donsville, Va., on June 16, 2020.

Alice Cowherd Walker

Funeral Home
301 South Main Street
Gordonsville, VA 22942

www.preddyfuneralhomes.com

OBITUARIES

Rusty Fitzgerald also 
was an assistant com-
monwealth’s attorney in 
Orange County; he has 
since returned to federal 
practice. 

When she’s not work-
ing, Katie Fitzgerald 
divides her time be-
tween the home she 
shares with her hus-
band in Frederick, Md., 
and an apartment in 
Orange. She agreed to 
an email interview with 
the Review to discuss 
her experience in health 
care and her insights as 
a nurse and an attorney 
into the current public 
health crisis.

What kinds of skills and 
traits are necessary to 
succeed as a nurse?  

Using every sense you 
have to gather informa-
tion and then use that 
for the patient’s good. 
Listening and looking. 
As a nurse, you have to 
listen to what a patient 
and her family are say-
ing and not saying. 
When your patient can’t 
talk because of a breath-
ing tube, for example, 
you have to listen and 
look at them—picking 
up signs that something 
is going on that is (usu-
ally) bad and it’s your 
responsibility to manage 
that.  

The human body is 
magical. If you listen to 
the heart or the lungs, 
you actually hear life. 
If you watch carefully, 
you see tiny changes 
that add up to a crisis 
very fast. You learn a lot 
about the dynamics in 
a family by listening to 
them at the bedside, 
how they interact with 
each other and the 
patient. You can hear 
the subtle changes in a 
patient’s breathing pat-
tern if you just stop and 
listen. 

Very often you can 
smell what’s wrong. I 
know that sounds weird, 
but for example, some-
one who is in a diabetic 
crisis has a distinct smell 
to her breath. Certain 
bacterial infections have 
distinct smells. A good 
nurse uses all her natu-
ral senses combined 
with training and educa-
tion to provide for those 
patients in their most 
vulnerable states.

Why did you decide to 
become an intensive 
care unit (ICU) nurse? 

Once I was in nurs-
ing school, I couldn’t 
imagine being any 
other kind of nurse. UVa 
didn’t hire new gradu-
ates into the unit as a 
rule, but I was fortunate 
that the head nurse at 
the time, Carol Page, 
saw something in me 
and gave me a chance. 
I did ICU nursing at 
UVa and also at the 
National Naval Medical 
Center in Bethesda, the 
Washington Hospital 
Center in Washington, 
D.C., and Providence 
Hospital in Washington, 
D.C. 

The most rewarding 
part was the privilege of 
taking care of extremely 
sick infants and adults, 
being entrusted with 
families’ loved ones and 
being a small part of 
helping them experi-
ence loss and recovery 
and sometimes new life, 
all in the course of one 
day.  

When you were in 
nursing, did you have 
experience with public 
health crises? 

My first experience 
was with the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic, even before it 
had that name or anyone 
understood it. Back then, 
the patients were often 
diagnosed with Kaposi 
sarcoma because the 
physical presentation 
was similar. It was a scary 
time because infected 
people died very quickly, 
and it was a horrible 
death. We didn’t know 
then that it could be 
transmitted by exposure 
to blood; often in our 
ICU, the trauma patients 
bled from multiple 
places, and it was not 
uncommon to have your 
whole hand covered in 
blood because the gloves 
just weren’t enough. I lost 
a colleague to HIV there; 
her only exposure was 
[to] our patients. In the 
ensuing years, outbreaks 
of swine flu and bird flu 
were devastating to pop-
ulations and the health 
care communities trying 
to care for them.  

What did you learn 
from these crises? 

You should always 
have a plan of how your 
operations are going to 
change in the face of a 
crisis. For years, we have 
been relatively good at 
creating plans and re-
hearsing them—think 
about fire drills, mass 
casualty drills, active 
shooter drills. As a nurse 
and an EMT, we con-
stantly practiced resus-
citation skills so that the 
response became second 
nature. That’s why law 
enforcement officers 
practice shooting at the 
range; you cannot be too 
prepared. 

I also learned that if 
you politicize the re-
sponse, the chances of 
having a successful out-
come, if you ever have 
to use the plan, decrease 
dramatically. There are 
very smart, very trained, 
very capable, very rea-
sonable people who 
know what needs to 
happen.  

What are some ways 
health care workers 
can cope with their 
psychological strain 
during a pandemic? 

It is intensely hard for 
caregivers to take care 
of themselves. So often, 
it goes against the very 
nature that brings people 
to the practice. And there 
is a staff shortage. So you 
have many fewer people 
doing the work under 
horrendous pressures 
(not enough equip-
ment and supplies, for 
example). Because it is 
nearly impossible to get 
away from it for even a 
day, I believe institutions 
could do more to provide 
for their staffs—basic 
things, like food, but also 
having counselors or 
chaplains to talk to with-
out the perceived shame 
of not being able to cope, 
of needing someone to 
vent to.  

How closely have 
you followed news of 
the current pandemic? 

I have limited my ex-
posure to medical sourc-
es of information—the 
Society of Critical Care 
Medicine, the National 
Institutes of Health, 

Johns Hopkins, the Mayo 
Clinic and the University 
of Virginia, to name a 
few. I realized early on 
in this pandemic that I 
could not maintain my 
mental health if I listened 
to the political parts of it. 

What do you think 
U.S. public health 
authorities have gotten 
right in their messaging 
to the public? Is there 
anything you think they’ve 
gotten wrong?  

I think the basic mes-
saging—wash your 
hands, cover your 
coughs, stay home if you 
are sick, maintain safe 
distances—has been and 
is good. I think many of 
the decisions that were 
subsequently made by 
non-public health offi-
cials were unevenly ap-
plied, if the plan was to 
reduce exposure.  

Why did you decide 
to leave nursing and 
become an attorney? 

I actually have kept a 
foot in the nursing camp 
throughout my career 
as an attorney. I am still 
a registered nurse and 
trained as a nurse prac-
titioner.  

What do you enjoy about 
being a prosecutor in 
Orange County? 

 I really love this com-
munity and the people 
I work with. [Orange 
County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney] Diana 
O’Connell instills a com-
mitment to the commu-
nity by her actions and 
values to everyone in the 
office, and that is a lovely 
way to work. The [law 
enforcement] officers I 
work closely with show a 
dedication to their com-
munity that is inspiring.   

Do you draw on your 
expertise as a nurse 
when you prosecute 
domestic violence cases? 

Always, every day, 
every case. The two 
jobs are very similar 
for me; I have to listen 
and not talk when I am 
interviewing a victim. 
[Conducting] trauma-
informed interviews 
… is what I know to 
do. Because I am ac-
customed, maybe even 
wired, to spend a lot of 
time preparing for cases 

like I prepared to take 
care of patients and to 
listen/look for what’s not 
being said, my approach 
to these cases is different.  

When you look at the 
pandemic from your dual 
perspective as a nurse 
and an attorney, what do 
you see that the rest of 
us might not notice or 
consider? 

It is difficult to bal-
ance the health care 
side with the personal 
liberties side for every-
one, I imagine, but it is 
especially hard for me 
because I easily can see 
the long-term effects 
of both sides. I also am 
aware that emotions play 
a significant part here, 
and I have had to learn to 
separate my own emo-
tions from my daily work 
(as a nurse and as an 
attorney) because when 
you are responsible for 
other people, it cannot 
be about you. I’m not 
suggesting that I have 
no emotions, but I see 
things a bit more clinical-
ly with the goal of restor-
ing health/normalcy as 
much as possible.  

How are you personally 
coping with the public 
health crisis? 

I have focused on work 
but also on doing every-
thing I can to help my 
mother get through this 
safely. I have used the 
time to get some projects 
done at home and at 
work and have caught up 
on a lot of reading.  

What helps you get 
through the day when the 
news is bleak? 

My faith and my fam-
ily. And knowing that 
we will get through this 
[and] hopefully will 
have learned a lot about 
both the virus and the 
response to it, and also 
hoping that some of the 
sacrifices that people 
have made during this 
time on behalf of others 
will last.  

My son put it beauti-
fully: This has made 
many people start to look 
out for others—by offer-
ing to pick up groceries 
or leaving “thinking of 
you” gifts on porches for 
sick people—in a way 
that wasn’t so apparent 
before.  

> Fitzgerald continued from page A1

Real estate taxes due June 22
The Orange County Treasurer’s Office currently is 

accepting payments for the first half of 2020 real 
estate taxes.  Payments are due in full by June 22, 
2020. Payments are currently accepted through one 
of the following methods: via drop box located at 
112. W. Main Street Orange, Virginia 22960; online 
at www.orangecountyva.gov; or by mail to Dawn W. 
Herndon, Treasurer, P.O. Box 469 Orange, VA 22960.



BY HILARY HOLLADAY
Staff Writer

Orange County’s historic courthouse—
the one that faces Main Street in Orange—
has sat empty since the early 2000s. But 
that may change, if the Virginia Supreme 
Court approves Orange County Circuit 
Court Judge David Franzen’s pandemic 
plan for jury trials. 

The state has required every circuit court 
to submit a plan accommodating physical 
distancing and other safety measures dur-
ing the pandemic. In Orange County, the 

plan would involve holding jury trials in 
the old courthouse while spectators watch 
via video from the circuit courtroom in the 
“new” courthouse, which opened in 2005. 

In response to a request from the 
Orange County Circuit Court and 
Commonwealth’s Attorney’s office, the 
Orange County Board of Supervisors al-
located $65,000 for the purchase of video 
and recording equipment to be used in the 
historic courthouse at its Sept. 8 meeting. 

BY HILARY HOLLADAY
Staff Writer

In a school division 
that prides itself on be-
ing a family, Monday’s 
school board meeting 
revealed a family in 
crisis. Five teachers ex-
pressed extreme frus-
tration with a balloon-
ing workload they feel 
they can never escape, 
and Curtis Harris of 
Locust Grove, a father 
of four, told members 
of the school board 
they need to take re-
sponsibility and help 
teachers and students 
deal with the huge 
challenges of virtual 
learning during the 
pandemic. 

Later in the meet-
ing, Director of 
Secondary Instruction 
Renee Honaker and 
Director of Elementary 

Education Judy 
Anderson introduced 
a group of teachers 
from Gordon-Barbour 
Elementary School 
and Orange County 
High School who dem-
onstrated how Canvas, 
the online platform 
newly introduced this 
year, enables teachers 
to run virtual class-
rooms. Their presen-

tation—not without a 
few computer glitch-
es—provided a sharp 
contrast to the remarks 
during public com-
ment when teachers 
pleaded for help, their 
voices occasionally be-
traying their anguish.  

“Crushed by workload’
John Lyon, president 

of the Orange County 

Education Association 
and a special educa-
tion teacher at Orange 
County High School, 
spoke first during the 
public comment por-
tion of the meeting. 

Lyon said members 
of the local chapter of 
the teachers’ organiza-
tion told him during a 
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Drawing 
the line

BY JEFF POOLE
Editor

 
For approximately 18 miles along its southeast-

ern edge, Orange County shares a straight line 
border with neighboring Spotsylvania. 

That line won’t look so straight in the future if 
the two counties adopt a proposed boundary line 
agreement.

Orange County staff has been working with its 
peers in Spotsylvania to more clearly define the 
boundary the localities share, since that line bi-
sects dozens of properties.

In the proposed agreement, the new boundary 
line would follow parcel boundaries as established 
by Geographic Information System (GIS).

PHOTO BY JEFF POOLE

Orange and Spotsylvania are working to redefine the 
boundary between the two counties. 

Counties turn to GIS 
to fix border issues

PHOTO BY HILARY HOLLADAY

The county is moving forward with a proposal to adapt the historic Orange 
County Courthouse courtroom to accommodate jury trials amid the COVID-
19 public health crisis. 

Reordering the court
Historic courthouse proposed as temporary 

site for jury trials

 > See BOUNDARY, page A8

Return concern

PHOTO BY HILARY HOLLADAY

Parent Curtis Harris addresses the Orange County School Board at its meeting 
Monday afternoon. Harris, the father of four, said that teachers don’t deserve 
to bear the brunt of parents’ frustration. “You guys should be getting yelled at,” 
he told the board members. “Please, listen to the teachers in your district. We 
have to do better. Please, do better.”

Teachers 
speak of

frustration, 
exhaustion at  
school board

meeting

 > See SCHOOL, page A7

 > See COURT, page A2
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Torrence, Read, & Forehand
VAAF501

ABSOLUTE: Beautiful 182 Acre Farm
Friday, Sept.25 @ 12:30PM
13583 Lee Hwy, Washington, VA
62mi from DC, this is a perfect balance
of privacy and convenience. Offered in 5
scenic tracts from 16 to 79 acres.
Bid live or online at trfauctions.com

ABSOLUTE: Brick Office in Lovingston
Tue, Sept.29 @ 12:30PM
86 Tanbark Plaza, Lovingston, VA
1,040 sq.ft. brick office with basement and
public water/sewer located just off US-29
in Nelson County. Sells to highest bidder.
Bid live or online at trfauctions.com

Scenic 56 Acre Farm in Bedford Co.
Friday, Oct.2 @ 12:30PM
3018 Stony Fork Rd, Moneta, VA
This beautiful farm enjoys views of the
Blue Ridge Mountains and is just 8mi
from Smith Mtn Lake. Offered in 3 tracts.
Bid live or online at trfauctions.com

Washington, VA

Nelson Co.

Smith Mtn Lake

William H. Collier, 99, of
Charlottesville, formerly of
Orange, died on Tuesday,
August 11, 2020, in Char-
lottesville, Virginia. Wil-
liam Collier was born on
July 2, 1921, at Camp Lewis,
Washington. His parents
were William Albert and
Gladys Hurle Collier. He
moved frequently living
at Fort Benning, Georgia,
Tientsin, China, Fort Leav-
enworth, Kansas, Fort On-
tario, Oswego, New York,
Washington, D.C., and Bos-
ton, Massachusetts.

During the summers of his high school years, he
participated in Cavalry training with the Civilian Mili-
tary Training Corps at Fort Ethan Allen, Vermont as a
member of the United States Army enlisted reserve. In
the fall of 1941, he began studies at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. In March 1942, he was commis-
sioned a Second Lieutenant of Cavalry. After attending
the last horse mounted Cavalry Officer Basic Course at
Fort Riley, Kansas he joined the 106th Cavalry Regiment
and served with them through January 1945. He was
wounded in action two times during this period, for
which he awarded two Purple Heart medals. He was
then reassigned to the 26th Infantry Division as a Liai-
son Officer. At the War’s end, he served with the 4th
US Cavalry Regiment on Constabulary Duty in Austria.

Returning to the United States he served as a Ground
Liaison Officer at Shaw Air Force Base. He then served
as Troop Commander with the 3rd US Cavalry Regiment
at Fort Meade, Maryland. There he met and married
Janet Harmon on September 10, 1949. Together they
moved to Fort Knox, Kentucky and Fort Hood, Texas
before being assigned to Combat Command A, 2nd
Armored Division, Coleman Barracks, Mannheim, Ger-
many.

Returning to the United States, he was assigned as
an Armored Advisor to the Connecticut Army National
Guard.

Bill was then assigned to Fort Holabird, Baltimore,
Maryland. His next assignment was as the Command-
ing Officer 1st Squadron 10th U.S. Cavalry in Korea. At
the completion of this assignment, he returned to Fort

Holabird and the Intelligence School. Following this
assignment, he was assigned to US Army Pacific at Fort
Shafter, Hawaii. From there he then served in Vietnam
as Deputy G-2, U.S. Army Vietnam. Returning to the
United States he was assigned to the Defense Intelli-
gence Agency as the South American Desk Officer. He
retired from the Army in August 1971 with 32 years’
service.

Bill and Janet then moved to Greenwood Farm, Or-
ange, Virginia, where he raised Black Angus beef cat-
tle. He was Orange County Conservationist of the year
twice for his Greenwood improvements. His thorough
and meticulous Greenwood research earned certifica-
tion in the National Registry of Historic Homes and in
1992 Greenwood was placed on the Registry of Historic
Places.

He worked for a short period for CR Butler Building
Supplies and Concrete before becoming the Business
Director at Woodberry Forest School. While at Wood-
berry he was instrumental in the modernization and
streamlining of business operations saving time and
money. He retired from Woodberry School in 1983.

In his spare time, he was active in the Orange Ro-
tary serving in several leadership positions including
chapter president; an active Eagle Scout serving as a
merit badge counselor; a Red Cross Disaster Consultant;
and a Deacon at St. Thomas Episcopal Church. In 2004
he and Janet moved to Westminster Canterbury Blue
Ridge. There he became active in many community vol-
unteer committees.

Bill Collier and his wife, Janet, were married for 58
years. She passed away in 2007. Bill is survived by his
daughter, Gail Sharon Burr and her husband, Allen,
Oak Island, N.C.; his two grandchildren, Justin Burr,
Winston-Salem, N.C. and Stacy Lynn (Dennis Xhepa)
Centreville, Va. He is also survived by a sister, Patricia
Collier Phillips of Mariposa, Calif.; a half-brother, Wil-
liam Charles Collier and wife, Pamela, of Centreville,
Va.; and a half sister, Sarah Collier (Stephen Sieple) of
Chicago, Ill.

He was predeceased by his twin sister, Mary Collier
Eubanks and a brother, Frederick Collier.

A private service will be held at St. Thomas Episcopal
Church, Orange, Virginia, at 11 a.m., Saturday, Septem-
ber 19, 2020, in the memorial garden.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be
made to St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Orange, VA
22960.

William “Bill” Hurle Collier

Jerry G. Tusing passed
away on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 9, 2020, at Sentara
Martha Jefferson Hospital
in Charlottesville, Virginia.
Jerry was 79 years old.

He was born at home on
June 29, 1941, in Orange
County, Virginia. He was
the son of the late Wilmer
Robert Tusing Sr. and the
late Maude Inez Jones Tus-
ing. He was preceded in
death by his sisters, Con-
nie T. Morris and Joyce T.
Dobyns, both of Orange,
and his brother, Wilmer

Robert Tusing Jr., of Barboursville. He was also preced-
ed in death by the love of his life, his wife of 53 years,
Ethel Rae Tusing.

Jerry was a Tractor Trailer driver for many years. Af-
ter an injury to his eye, he was forced to retire from
driving tractor trailers. Jerry has driven in 48 of the 50
states, and Mexico too. Jerry always stated that the rea-
son he never drove in the remaining 2 states was be-
cause the “the tractor trailer couldn’t tread that much
water”. He finished out his driving career making deliv-
eries for Orange Steel Roofing Products.

Jerry was a member of the Loyal Order of the Moose
of Orange County. When he and Ethel were able to go,
they enjoyed many dances on that dance floor, along
with numerous friends. He always enjoyed going to
the beach on vacation on the fourth of July to Ocean
City, Maryland. Needless to say, those “Beach Vacations
were epic.” Some of the best memories of his life were
created at the beach! Many heartfelt thanks need to
go out to Lowell and Barbara Thomas, for creating so
many wonderful memories in Ocean City, Maryland.

“The Sea Raider III,” Dad always said, “Lowell and Bar-
bara helped create some of the best vacations our fam-
ily and friends have ever had.”

Lowell and Jerry had some unique crabbing expe-
riences together over there, but that’s another story
for another day! Jerry loved his family dearly. He loved
his friends just as much. He was a strong, independent
man, that didn’t mind voicing his opinion and his stub-
bornness when he thought he was right about some-
thing. He loved his grandchildren dearly and would
play with them hours on end – he was their “Grand-
daddy Fat-Belly.” He was also a devoted, loving hus-
band to Ethel. He vowed to take personal care of her
until his own health started to decline in 2016. He lost
her in 2019. He fought to stay alive for his kids and
grandchildren, after being diagnosed with stage 3 lung
cancer in October 2016. He beat all the odds and thank
God we got to keep him with us for almost 4 years.

Jerry is survived by his daughters, Teresa T. Carroll
and husband, Mike, of Orange, Susan T. Rickard and
husband, Preston, of Orange; son, Gerald G. Tusing and
wife, Teresa, of Gordonsville; sisters, Shirley T. Lee and
husband, Randolph, of Annandale, Va., and Barbara T.
Dodson of Washington, Ga.; and six grandchildren, Mi-
randa Henry, Lauren Tusing, Dustin Tusing and fiancée,
Beth Saunders, Brandon Carroll, Christopher Carroll,
and Brittney Rickard. The family wishes to thank Mar-
tha Jefferson Hospital Nurses and Doctors for their care
and support during our father’s multiple stays there.
We would also love to express our utmost gratitude to
Dr. Andrew Romano and all of the staff at the Phillips
Cancer Center for your love and care of our father. He
grew to love you guys!! Many Thanks!!

A graveside service will be held at Holly Memorial
Gardens in Charlottesville, Va., on Wednesday Septem-
ber 16, 2020, at 11 a.m. Pastor William “Buster” Payne
officiating. Arrangements are being handled by Preddy
Funeral Home of Gordonsville.

Jerry G. Tusing

OBITUARIES

Assistant County Administrator for Operations Kurt 
Hildebrand said funding will come from the coun-
ty’s $6.4 million CARES Act grant, which pays for 
items and projects related to the pandemic.

In addition, as part of the county’s agreement 
with the court, the county’s public works depart-
ment will repair the old courthouse’s plaster walls, 
paint the interior and replace light fixtures and 
window blinds as needed—raising the price tag by 
about $70,000, Hildebrand said. This money also 
will come from the CARES Act grant.  

The historic courthouse already has received a 
sprucing-up of its exterior. Passersby likely noticed 
the scaffolding surrounding the building in recent 
weeks. 

The project involved roof work, painting and re-
pairs to the cornice around the clock. 

“The tower and porch roofs were completely 
replaced along with the gutter pans,” said Aaron 
Caine, the county’s director of public works.

The cost of the exterior repairs came in at 
$122,419.

Alas, the courthouse clock didn’t get fixed during 
this round of improvements. 

Caine said, “There is not currently a project or 
funding to repair the clock, but the county would 
like to see the clock working again. We are working 
with some local citizens with knowledge of tower 
clocks to determine what repairs need to be done. 
The age of the clock and the ability to find both 
parts and qualified people to do the work make it 
difficult to repair.”

He added that the county doesn’t have any idea 
yet how much it would cost to fix the long-stopped 
clock. 

From tavern to hotel to Italianate courthouse
Local historian Ann L. Miller writes in “Antebellum 

Orange” that the old courthouse fronting Main 
Street sits on the site of an 18th-century tavern 
owned by a man named William Bell. In 1799, a 
new owner—Paul Verdier—renamed the tavern the 
Orange Hotel and expanded its footprint. The prop-
erty changed hands twice in 1833 and then burned 
down in 1850 or thereabouts, Miller writes. 

The old courthouse’s Italianate design is the 
handiwork of Haskins & Alexander, a Washington, 
D.C., architectural firm. The county approved the 
design in 1858, and construction began the same 
year. 

In Miller’s words, “The square Tuscan tower, 
arched windows and overhanging, bracketed roof 
are all characteristic of [the Italianate] style.”

Court was held there for the first time in 1859, 
according to Frank S. Walker Jr.’s “Remembering: A 
History of Orange County, Virginia.” 

Both Miller and Walker note that early plans to 
design the landmark building in the neoclassical 
style were scrapped. 

In 1853, a design committee proposed a look in 
keeping with the Jeffersonian architecture seen 
throughout the county and across the region. 
But the court put things on hold for several years, 
Walker writes, and by 1858, the Italianate design got 
the nod. 

“The reasons for the change in design have nev-
er seen the full light of day, but possibly Orange 
County just wanted to show its neighbors that it 
could build something that was not neoclassical,” 
Walker observes. 

A happy life sentence
O’Connell has tried cases in both the historic and 

the contemporary courthouses. Although she said 
the one where she has worked for the past 15 years 
is fine, she gives the old one rave reviews.

“I love it. It is a fabulous, fabulous courtroom to 
try cases in,” O’Connell said, citing the facility’s ex-
cellent acoustics.

The old courthouse has personal meaning to 
O’Connell, who met her future husband, Mark 
O’Connell, there shortly after she was hired as an 
assistant commonwealth’s attorney in 1993. He was 
a probation officer at the time. 

The couple married in the historic courthouse 
in April of 2015, and Judge Daniel Bouton, then 
Orange County’s circuit court judge, did the honors.

“At the wedding, Judge Bouton sentenced us to 
‘life together without parole,” Diana O’Connell said. 

> Court continued from page A1

As part of its Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act funding, Orange 
County has a program through 
the department of social services 
(DSS) to assist citizens who have 
suffered financial hardship due to 
COVID-19.

Orange County Department of 
Social Services Director Crystal 
Hale said her office had $100,000 
as part of its CARES Act Fund 
Program that could be used as a 
last resort for those unable to meet 
utility and housing needs through 
existing DSS programs. 

The program can assist citi-
zens facing imminent electric, 
water and sewer cut-off, as well 
as assist with delinquent rent or 
mortgage payments to mitigate 
pending foreclosure or eviction, 
she said. 

Hale said the program is de-
signed to assist county citizens 
who’ve experienced a hardship 
directly related to the COVID-19 
public health crisis. That could 
mean loss of employment, reduc-
tion of hours, or missing work to 
stay at home to take care of chil-

dren because schools and daycares 
closed, she noted. 

There is a $1,200 cap per house-
hold, and those applying for assis-
tance must verify they are facing 
immediate cut-off, eviction or fore-
closure, as well as validate the pan-
demic-related impact on income. 

Applications are available on the 
DSS website, and citizens can call 
the Orange office to have an appli-
cation mailed or emailed to them. 
Applications can be picked up at 
the Madison Road office, but Hale 
noted the preferred method is for 
citizens to access the application 
online to protect the health and 
safety of citizens and staff. 

Hale said citizens seeking funds 
through the program do not need 
to have an existing relationship 
with DSS. However, she noted that 
DSS staff will consider any existing 
programs that may apply to citi-
zens seeking assistance before al-
locating the emergency funds. 

“We’re here to help our citizens 
whether they’re familiar with our 
services or not,” she said. “Our 
hope is we’ll be able to spend all 
this money.” 

Hale said requirements for fund-
ing include Orange County resi-
dency, COVID-related hardship 
and an emergency need dating no 
further back than April 1. 

In some cases, she noted, citi-
zens may need to contribute a co-
payment if the amount in question 
exceeds the $1,200 limit. 

The program officially opened 
Sept. 1

In two funding cycles, Orange 
County has received $6.4 million 
in CARES Act funding to support 
local government, businesses, in-
dividuals, families and community 
agencies and nonprofit organiza-
tions suffering amid the COVID-19 
public health care crisis. All funds 
must be spent by Dec. 30, 2020, 
and must be directly related to the 
effects of COVID-19. 

 “This money is there to be 
spent,” she said. “We want to use it 
and help people.” 

For more information about the 
CARES Act Fund Program through 
Orange County Social Services, 
call the main number at 672-1155 
or visit its website at www.orange-
countyva.gov. 

DSS offers COVID-related hardship relief


