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Mostly cloudy with a chance of 
afternoon showers. Calm wind 
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By RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR 
and MATTHEW PERRONE

Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Dr. An-
thony Fauci said Friday 
that he remains confident 
that a coronavirus vac-
cine will be ready by early 
next year, telling lawmak-
ers that a quarter-million 
Americans already have 
volunteered to take part 
in clinical trials.

But if the future looks 
encouraging, public health 
alarms are still going off in the pres-
ent. Officials testifying with Fauci 

at a contentious House hearing ac-
knowledged that the U.S. remains 
unable to deliver all COVID-19 test 

results within two or three 
days, and they jointly 
pleaded with Americans 
to comply with basic pre-
cautions such as wearing 
masks, avoiding crowds, 
and washing their hands 
frequently.

Those simple steps can 
deliver “the same bang 
for the buck as if we just 
shut the entire economy 
down,” said a frustrated 

Dr. Robert Redfield, director of 
the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, adding that he has 
studies to back that up.

Looking ahead, Fauci said he’s 
“cautiously optimistic that we will 
have a vaccine by the end of this 
year and as we go into 2021. I don’t 
think it’s dreaming ... I believe it’s 
a reality (and) will be shown to be 
reality.” As the government’s top 
infectious disease expert, Fauci 
heads the National Institute of Al-
lergy and Infectious Diseases.

Under White House orders, 
federal health agencies and the 
Defense Department are carry-
ing out a plan dubbed Operation 

Fauci confident vaccine will be ready by early 2021
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

COVID-19 Count
Number of reported COVID-19 cases and deaths as of July 31, 2020

Virginia: 89,888 cases, 7,866 hospitalizations, 2,174 deaths, 1,211,622 tested

Lord Fairfax Health District: 2,456 cases, 214 hospitalizations, 84 deaths, 34,519 tested

 Cases/ Cases/
 hospitalizations/ hospitalizations/
Locality deaths
Winchester 391/29/4
Frederick County 651/49/7
Clarke County 69/7/0

Locality deaths
Shenandoah County 667/70/42 
Page County 330/36/24
Warren County 348/23/7

Number of outbreaks in Lord Fairfax Health District: 31 (645 total outbreaks in Virginia). Seven 

outbreaks in health care settings, 12 outbreaks in long-term care facilities, 11 outbreaks in congregate 

settings and one outbreak in a correctional facility.

SOURCE: VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Dr. Anthony 
Fauci

JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR

A wet walk
Betty Dunham of Hedgesville, West Virginia, said she likes the rain and found Friday morning the perfect opportunity to stroll 
the Loudoun Street Mall as showers blanketed the Winchester area.

By EVAN GOODENOW
The Winchester Star

Less than 24 hours after 
a deputy in Grand Ledge, 
Michigan, fatally shot a sus-
pect on July 14, Michigan 
State Police and the Eaton 
County Sheriff’s Office re-
leased neighborhood sur-
veillance video and body 
camera footage of the kill-
ing.

The video showed Sean 
Ruis — who police said 
stabbed an elderly conve-
nience store clerk after be-
ing asked to wear a mask in 
the store — approach the 
deputy during a traffic stop 
while carrying knives and 
a screwdriver. The deputy 
back pedals and repeatedly 
screams at the advancing 
Ruis to drop the weapons 
before shooting him.

Since 2015, at least 5,480 
people have been killed by 
police in line-of-duty shoot-
ings, including 95 in Vir-
ginia, according to The 
Washington Post. Nearly 
all the shootings were ruled 
justified, and body camera 
footage is often a key aspect 
in the rulings.

But while police in other 
states regularly release 
video of of ficer-involved 
shootings or controversial 
arrests, local and Virginia 
State Police rarely do, even 
in cases when they say the 
video shows that the offi-
cers acted properly.

With calls around the 
nation for greater police 
accountability and trans-
parency in the wake of 
the death of Black driver 

George Floyd under the
knee of white Minneapolis
police Officer Derek Chau-
vin on May 25, why are local 
and state police reluctant to 
release video?

Protests in the wake of 
Floyd’s death were mostly 
peaceful, but police re-
sponse to some of them
was viewed as violent, lead-
ing the Virginia General As-
sembly to schedule a spe-
cial legislative session on
criminal justice reform on
Aug. 18.

Many people demanding
reform acknowledge police 
have a difficult and danger-
ous job. Officers regularly 
respond to volatile domes-
tic violence calls and often 
deal with rowdy drunks or 
mentally ill people in crisis. 
The use of police body cam-
eras was deemed as a way 
to help give the public a bet-
ter idea of what officers deal
with while holding them ac-
countable and protecting 

Police often keep 
body camera video 
from public view

WINCHESTER STAR PHOTO

In this Feb. 29, 2016, photo, protesters hold up Black Lives 
Matter signs as they surround a Winchester Sheriff’s De-
partment cruiser during a demonstration over the death of 
D’Londre Minifield, who died from what police say was a 
self-inflicted gunshot during a foot chase. The protesters be-
lieve he was shot by police.

JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Winchester Police Depart-
ment chief John Piper holds 
am Axon body camera like 
those worn by city police of-
ficers.

SATURDAY IN THE STAR

See Video, Page A3

By JOSH JANNEY
The Winchester Star

KERNSTOWN — When “The 
Greatest Showman” was re-
leased in theaters in 2017, 
Herb and Dawn Dinius im-
mediately fell in love with the 
musical.

On Thursday night, at the 
Alamo Drafthouse Cinema 
in Winchester, the Inwood, 
West Virginia, couple took 
their fandom to the next level 
and watched the film for the 
100th time in a theater.

Dawn, 56, recalled being 
interested in the movie ever 
since the trailers were re-
leased, but said she was ini-
tially hesitant to ask Herb, 64, 
if he wanted to go because 
he doesn’t like musicals. But 
when the couple finally saw 
the movie on New Year’s Eve 

in 2017, at the Alamo, both 
were immediately blown 
away. Within seconds of the 
film starting, Dawn thought, 
“This is going to be the best 
movie I’ve ever seen.”

“We sat there, in this 
theater, and at the end of 
it looked at each other and 
said, ‘I think I’ve just seen the 
perfect movie,’” Herb said.

They ended up seeing the 
movie five times that week.

“We were kind of laugh-
ing because we saw it five 
times,” Dawn said. “But then 
we thought, ‘If we do five, 
we could do 10.’ And then 
when we hit 10, we were like 
‘maybe we can do 15. And 
then when we hit 15 we can 
stop.’ Well, we just loved this 
so much we kept going every 

‘Greatest Showman’ 
fans see musical  
100 times in theaters

JOSH JANNEY/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Herb and Dawn Dinius, of Inwood, West Virginia, get ready for 
their 100th theatrical screening of “The Greatest Showman” at 
the Alamo Drafthouse Cinema in Kernstown on Thursday night.

Star staff report

A second person has been 
arrested and charged in the 
July 23 death of a 22-year-old 
Winchester woman.

Sarah Curran’s body 
was found at a homeless 
camp behind the 700 block 
of Baker Lane in Frederick 

County, according to the 
county Sheriff’s Office.

Larry Lee Mullenax III, 
Curran’s estranged boy-
friend, was arrested July 23 
and charged with second-de-
gree murder. Mullenax con-
fessed to “choking, attempt-
ing to drown, stabbing and 
bludgeoning” Curran with 

a rock, according a criminal 
complaint.

As law enforcement 
continued to investigate 
the death, they discovered 
that Clara Perdue, 36, may 
have assisted Mullenax in 
attempting to dispose of 

2nd person charged in murder investigation 

Larry L. 
Mullenax III

Clara  
Perdue

See Musical, Page A11

See Murder, Page A11

See Vaccine, Page A11

ON WINCHESTERSTAR.COM
So what are you thinking about? Let us know.
Comment on stories or opinions you read  
in today’s newspaper after each item  
on The Star’s web page.
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Carol Ann  
Ratliff

Carol Ann Ratliff, 74, of 
Winchester died Wednes-
day, July 29, 2020 in Win-
chester Medical Center.

She was born December 
14, 1945 in Norfolk the 
daughter of John and Glad-
ys Smith Herbert.

She was married to John 
M. Ratcliff, Sr. Mr. Ratcliff 
preceded her in death.

Professionally, she 
worked as a pre-school 
teacher and for Winchester 
Public Schools as a bus 
driver.

She attended Open Door 
Baptist Church.

In her spare time she 
enjoyed reading, puzzles, 
and crafts.

She is survived by her 
children, Judy Whitlock 
and her husband, Thom-
as, Tammy Davis and her 
husband Paul Moten, all of 
Winchester, Linda Snapp 
and her husband, Danny of 
Paw Paw, WV, Cynthia Mac-
Donald of Martinsburg, 
Mary Davis, and William 
Davis, Robert Ratliff, 
and John Ratliff, Jr., all of 
Winchester; grandchildren 
she raised, Amy and James 
Moore; a sister, Jean Hicks; 
twenty-eight grandchildren; 
forty great-grandchildren, 
and a large extended family.

Her son, Charles Davis, 
Jr., and a sister, Betty Mo-
rale preceded her in death.

A service will be 1:00 
p.m. Monday in Phelps 
Funeral Chapel 311 Hope 
Drive Winchester officiated 
by Pastor Dave Hartley.

Burial will be in Shenan-
doah Memorial Park. 
Casket Bearers will be 
Paul and Isaiah Davis, 
Devon Stokes, Shane and 
Shawn Snapp, and Tevin 
Cruz. Honorary bearers 
will be Rodney and Mat-
thew Hottle, Daniel Snapp, 
Jr., Jeremy Snapp, James 
Moore, Andrew, and Nicho-
las Ratliff.

Friends will be received 
2 hours prior to the service 
in the funeral home.

OBITUARY

police departments from 
frivolous lawsuits.

In 2014, a white officer 
killed unarmed Black teen-
ager Michael Brown in Fer-
guson, Missouri, and Eric 
Garner, a Black man selling 
cigarettes on the street, died 
after being put in a choke 
hold by a white NYPD offi-
cer. Blacks make up 13% of 
the U.S. population but 25% 
of the people fatally shot by 
police, according to The 
Post.

In response, the Obama 
administration began pro-
viding federal money to po-
lice departments for body 
cameras. Proponents said it 
would change the narrative 
by showing how tough polic-
ing can be and demonstrate 
that most officers do their 
job right.

When then-Frederick 
County Sheriff’s Office Dep-
uty Brian Edward Thomas 
fatally shot Christopher A. 
Prevatt in 2015, state po-
lice and the Sheriff’s Office 
said Thomas’ body camera 
showed Prevatt lunged at 
him with two knives before 
being shot. But Freedom of 
Information Act requests by 
The Winchester Star for the 
body camera footage and 
911 audio of the incident 
were denied by then-Sheriff 
Robert T. Williamson, who 
took nearly two weeks to 
identify Thomas and noted 
state FOIA law didn’t re-
quire him to. The Post re-
ported about 20% of officers 
involved in fatal shootings 
nationally are never identi-
fied.

When Winchester police 
Officer Alexandria M. War-
ren fired two shots at a man 
she said reached for a pis-

tol on Jan. 8, 2019, she was 
cleared within two weeks 
after a state police investi-
gation. Marc Abrams, Win-
chester commonwealth’s 
attorney, said Warren’s 
body camera foot-
age helped him de-
cide the shooting, 
in which the man 
wasn ’ t  in jured, 
was justified. But 
state police denied 
a Winchester Star 
FOIA request for 
the video.

Even with ad-
vent of the body 
and cruiser cam-
eras, much of the 
video of arrests and 
shootings seen by 
the public comes 
from bystanders 
who record it on 
their phones or 
neighborhood sur-
veillance video, not 
law enforcement. 
That’s begun to 
change nationally, 
but despite body 
cameras being pur-
chased with public 
money, the public 
in Virginia rarely 
sees the footage.

‘Predisposition  
to disclose’

Virginia’s FOIA 
law allows police 
to release informa-
tion such as body 
and cruiser cam-
era video as well 
as 911 audio, plus 
disciplinary reports 
about officers and 
their personnel records. But 
it doesn’t require them to.

Because of that broad 
exemption that other states 
don’t have, the information 
often isn’t made public. 
That’s despite the Virginia 
Freedom of Information Ad-
visory Council encouraging 
police to adopt a “predisposi-
tion to disclose” policy.

“It is important to keep 
in mind that FOIA does 
not prohibit the release of 
any information. Informa-
tion that is exempted may 
be released at the agency’s 
discretion, and frequently 
an agency may find that it 
serves its best interests to 
do so,” the council stated in 
an online summary of police 
records and state FOIA law. 
“It is an established fact that 
law enforcement benefits 
when citizens are informed 
to the maximum extent pos-
sible.”

Despite calls for greater 
transparency, Frederick 
County Sheriff Lenny Mill-
holland said in an email 
interview that he wouldn’t 
have released the Prevatt 
video if he’d been sheriff in 
2015. Millholland, a police 
officer since 1979, took of-
fice in 2016.

In 2017, cellphone video 
showed a Frederick County 
deputy throw homeowner 
Dr. Jill Call to the ground 
and another deputy punch 
her in the back while she 
was being handcuffed as her 
house burned down. Call, 
who had been trying to turn 
off gas to her home and res-
cue chickens, was charged 
with disorderly conduct and 
obstruction of justice. In ex-
change for agreeing in writ-
ing not to sue the Sheriff’s 
Office, the charges were 
dropped.

Millholland said body 
camera footage showed his 
deputies acted properly, but 
he denied a Star FOIA re-
quest for the video. A FOIA 
request for an internal af-
fairs repor t clearing the 

deputies was also denied 
by Millholland.

In the email, Millholland 
said there was “no benefit” 
in releasing the videos of 
Call or Prevatt. Asked if the 

public has a right 
to see the evidence 
that deputies acted 
properly when a po-
lice-involved shoot-
ing or incident oc-
curs, Millholland 
said they should 
take his word for it.

“Yes,  I  abso-
lutely am asking 
that,” he said. “On 
Nov. 5, 2019, there 
were 14,099 voters 
who granted me 
that trust and I take 
it seriously. I don’t 
believe that I need 
to show a video to 
prove that my in-
tegrity or that of 
my people is still in-
tact in a case where 
nothing wrong was 
done.”

M i l l h o l l a n d 
added that police 
and the public don’t 
benefit from video 
or other evidence 
showing of ficers 
acting properly.

“They benefit 
from the fact that 
a thorough and im-
partial investigation 
was conducted. If 
we star t showing 
every video of ev-
ery incident, even 
t h o s e  w i t h  n o 
wrongdoing, what 
happens when a 
video isn’t available 
for whatever rea-

son?” he asked. “How do we 
prove that we are telling the 
truth at that point?”

But Eaton County Sher-
iff Tom Reich said if police 
don’t release body camera 
video of controversial inci-
dents, the public is likely to 
jump to conclusions. Reich, 
who took office in 2013 and 
began his policing career 
in 1973, said he decided to 
immediately release video 
of the June 14 killing to 
be transparent. He said he 
probably would have re-
leased the video even if it 
showed his deputy acting 
improperly.

“The way social media 
is today, if you aren’t trans-
parent, people make up their 
own stories or the media 
makes up stories,” he said. 
“If people don’t see it with 
their own eyes, people are 
going to make up their own 
minds.”

‘Transparency  
is a good thing’

Winchester Police Chief 
John R. Piper noted in a re-
cent email that the decision 
not to release video of the 
Warren shooting was made 
by state police. Corinne 
Geller, a state police spokes-
woman, wouldn’t say what 
her agency’s rationale is for 
releasing or withholding 
video of police shootings 
they investigate for local 
police.

When Winchester po-
lice purchased body cam-
eras in 2017, Piper said at a 
news conference, “We want 
to err on the side of being 
transparent in line with the 
city’s strategic view. At City 
Council’s direction, we will 
make body camera footage 
available when we can, when 
it’s possible and permissible 
under FOIA and law.”

But Piper also said at 
the news conference that 
police were unlikely to re-
lease video involving pend-

ing criminal prosecutions. 
Cases can take months, or
even years, to be adjudi-
cated.

In a recent email, Piper
said his depar tment de-
cides on a case-by-case ba-
sis about releasing body 
camera video. The depart-
ment doesn’t have cruiser
cameras.

Among the consider-
ations are whether the video
is evidence in an ongoing in-
vestigation and whether it
might violate the privacy of 
the people in the video. “We
attempt to weigh those con-
cerns against the benefits of 
the general public consum-
ing the video,” said Piper,
who is planning to release
use-of-force statistics online
to the public in the next few 
months.

Asked if his office would 
release body camera video 
and 911 audio if his deputies 
were involved in a shoot-
ing or controversial arrest,
Clarke County Sheriff Tony
Roper wouldn’t say. How-
ever, Roper said his office
complies with Virginia’s 
broad FOIA law and under-
stands the need for the pub-
lic to trust his agency. “We
make ef forts to maintain
that trust and believe that 
most records are open un-
der guiding legal authority,”
he said in an email.

That’s not good enough 
for Del. Wendy Gooditis,
D-Clarke County. Gooditis
said she understands that
police video is often part of 
criminal investigations and
there are privacy consid-
erations, but it’s important
for the public to see it when 
it involves a high-profile in-
cident. “Transparency is a 
good thing and people have 
a right to see how officers
are behaving,” Gooditis said 
after a July 25 public forum 
on policing in Winchester.

But there are no plans at
the upcoming special ses-
sion to change Virginia’s 
FOIA law to require police to 
make audio and video pub-
lic, according to state Sen.
Mamie E. Locke, D-Hamp-
ton. Locke, a liaison to the 
FOIA Advisory Council, said
if a change were proposed,
it would probably first go to 
the council for study.

Locke said she under-
stands how body camera 
video of a police shooting or
controversial arrest could 
potentially taint a jury pool 
— about 95% of criminal
cases in the state and nation
don’t go to trial — but she
also noted that with phone
video being ubiquitous, the 
public is likely to see it any
way. Locke said if body cam-
eras are part of an investiga-
tion, “I would certainly want 
to see the footage.”

Ver onyka  James ,  a
Shenandoah University as-
sociate professor of crim-
inal justice, studies how
police-involved shootings
shape people’s perception 
of police. James said in an 
email that she suppor ts
changing Virginia’s FOIA 
law to require the release of 
police video and other evi-
dence in shootings if it can
be done without putting of-
ficers or anyone in the video
in danger.

“By not releasing footage, 
it makes it seem like there 
is something to hide, even
if there is nothing to hide,”
she said. “Each incident
needs to be considered and 
the pros and cons weighed.
It is a delicate balance to de-
termine when footage needs
to be released.”

— Contact Evan Goodenow at 
egoodenow@winchesterstar.com
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From Page A1

Lenny 
Milholland

Tom  
Reich

John  
Piper

Wendy 
Gooditis

Richmond police: Pair assaulted 
officers near Confederate statue

The Associated Press

RICHMOND — Two people were ar-
rested for assaulting officers who were 
working with a city task force to break 
up an encampment near a Confederate 
monument in Richmond, police said.

The arrests happened Thursday 
morning as authorities confiscated 
tents, chairs, and other items near the 
statue of Confederate Gen. Robert E. 
Lee on Monument Avenue, news out-
lets reported. Richmond Police said 
officers removing the items were as-

saulted by Justin Killough and Kadia 
Taylor.

“Pepper spray was deployed and 
a conducted electrical device was 
used by officers in response to the 
assaults,” the news release said. The 
officers suffered minor injuries and 
another individual was also treated for 
a medical condition, police said.

The statue has been a flashpoint for 
protests against racism and police bru-
tality in the city, with clashes between 
police and demonstrators happening 
there on a regular basis.

Officials went to the encampments 
a day after sending a notice to occu-
pants that they were in violation of a
city ordinance that bars people from
camping on public grounds, the Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch reported.

Both Killough and Taylor have
each been charged with assault on 
a law enforcement officer. The Rich-
mond Community Bail Fund told the
newspaper they have been denied
bond. It was not immediately clear if 
Killough and Taylor had lawyers who
could comment on their behalf.

State of emergency  
declared for hurricane

The Associated Press

RICHMOND — Virginia Gov. 
Ralph Northam has declared 
a state of emergency in ad-
vance of Hurricane Isaias, 
which is expected to begin 
impacting the state’s coast 
on Monday. 

The move allows Virginia 
to mobilize resources and 
equipment needed for re-
sponse and recovery efforts.

Northam’s office said in 
a news release Friday that 
while the track of Isaias is 
still uncertain, it appears 

increasingly likely that Vir-
ginia could see impacts and 
must prepare for the possi-
bility of flooding, high winds 
and potential storm surge.

“This state of emergency 
will ensure localities and com-
munities have the assistance 
they need to protect the safety 
of Virginians, particularly as 
we continue to deal with the 
COVID-19 crisis,” the gover-
nor said in a statement. “I en-
courage Virginians to take all 
necessary precautions, mon-
itor local weather forecasts, 
and stay alert.” 



Winchester Star - 12/09/2020 Page : A01

January 11, 2021 5:23 pm (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

By DANICA KIRKA
Associated Press

LONDON — A nurse rolled 
up 90-year-old Margaret 
Keenan’s sleeve and admin-
istered a shot watched round 
the world -– the first jab in 
the U.K.’s COVID-19 vaccina-
tion program kicking off an 
unprecedented global effort 
to try to end a pandemic that 
has killed 1.5 million people.

Keenan, a retired shop 
clerk from Northern Ireland 
who celebrates her birthday 
next week, was at the front 
of the line at University Hos-
pital Coventry to receive the 
vaccine that was approved by 
British regulators last week.

The U.K. is the first 
Western country to deliver 
a broadly tested and inde-
pendently reviewed vaccine 
to the general public. The 
COVID-19 shot was devel-
oped by U.S. drugmaker 

Pfizer and Germany’s Bi-
oNTech. U.S. and European 
Union regulators may ap-
prove it in the coming days 
or weeks.

“All  done?” Keenan 
asked nurse May Parsons. 
“All done,” came the reply, 
as hospital staff broke into 
applause and also clapped 
for her as she was wheeled 
down a corridor.

“I feel so privileged to be 
the first person vaccinated 
against COVID-19,” said 
Keenan, who wore a surgi-
cal mask and a blue “Merry 
Christmas” T-shirt with a 
cartoon penguin in a Santa 
hat. “It’s the best early birth-
day present I could wish for 
because it means I can fi-
nally look forward to spend-
ing time with my family and 

friends in the New Year after 
being on my own for most of 
the year.”

The second injection, in a 
fitting bit of drama, went to 
an 81-year-old man named 
William Shakespeare from 
Warwickshire, the county 
where the bard was born.

The fanfare was good 
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The shot watched around the world
Retired shop clerk receives first shot in U.K.’s COVID-19 vaccination program

JACOB KING/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Margaret Keenan, 90, is applauded by staff as she returns to her ward after becoming the first patient in the U.K. to receive 
the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine Tuesday at University Hospital, Coventry, England. The United Kingdom, one of the 
countries hardest hit by the coronavirus, is beginning its vaccination campaign, a key step toward ending the pandemic. 

COVID-19 Count
Number of reported COVID-19 cases and deaths as of Dec. 8, 2020

Virginia: 262,730 cases (3,860 new), 15,467 hospitalizations (111 new), 4,260 deaths (52 new), 4,108,455 tested

Lord Fairfax Health District: 7,232 cases (180 new), 465 hospitalizations (3 new), 155 deaths (3 new), 113,954 tested

Locality Cases/hosp./deaths
Winchester 1,200/68/5
Frederick County 2,590/128/19

Locality Cases/hosp./deaths
Clarke County 234/19/4
Shenandoah County 1,577/125/66

Locality Cases/hosp./deaths
Page County 653/62/33
Warren County 978/63/28

Number of outbreaks in Lord Fairfax Health District: 61 (1,612 total outbreaks in Virginia). Ten outbreaks in health-care settings, 

24 outbreaks in long-term care facilities, 18 outbreaks in congregate settings, three outbreaks in correctional facilities, one outbreak 

in an child-care setting, three outbreaks in a college or university and two outbreaks in K-12 schools.  

SOURCE: VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

By ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump celebrated the 
expected approval of the first 
U.S. vaccine for the corona-
virus Tuesday as the White 
House worked to instill confi-
dence in the massive distribu-
tion effort that will largely be 
executed by President-elect 
Joe Biden

Trump said the expected 
approvals are coming before 
most people thought possi-
ble. “They say it’s somewhat 
of a miracle and I think that’s 
true,” he declared.

Trump led Tuesday’s 
White House event celebrat-
ing “Operation Warp Speed,” 
his administration’s effort to 
produce and distribute safe 
and effective vaccines for 
COVID-19. The first vaccine, 
from drugmaker Pfizer, is 
expected to receive endorse-
ment by a panel of Food and 
Drug Administration advisers 
as soon as this week, with de-
livery of 100 million doses — 

enough for 50 million Amer-
icans — expected in coming 
months.

“Ever y American who 
wants the vaccine will be able 
to get the vaccine and we think
by spring we’re going to be in
a position nobody would have

Trump hails vaccine 
‘miracle;’ millions  
of doses coming soon

EVAN VUCCI/ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump 
speaks during an “Operation 
Warp Speed Vaccine Summit” 
Tuesday on the White House 
complex in Washington.

By LAURAN NEERGAARD  
and MATTHEW PERRONE

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. regu-
lators Tuesday released their 
first scientific evaluation of 
Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine 
and confirmed it offers strong 
protection, setting the stage 
for the government to green 
light the biggest vaccination 
effort in the nation’s history.

The analysis by Food and 
Drug Administration scien-
tists comes ahead of a Thurs-

day meeting where the FDA’s
independent advisers will de-
bate if the evidence is strong 
enough to recommend vacci-
nating millions of Americans.
A final FDA decision and the 
first shots could follow within
just days.

They are among a whirl-
wind of developments that 
are expected to make multi-
ple vaccines available by early 
next year, in the U.S. and be-
yond.

Pfizer vaccine moves 
closer to getting 
approval in the U.S.

By EVAN GOODENOW
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — In an Oct. 29 in-
terview, Anthony Alexander Na-
tale insisted he hadn’t beaten his 
11-month-old son Anthony Natale 
Jr. to death in August of last year.

“Anybody who knows me knows 
this is not something I would do. 
This is completely bogus,” Natale 
told a Winchester Star reporter 
during an interview at the North-
western Regional Adult Detention 
Center in Frederick County. “As far 
as being a monster and a baby killer, 
that’s not me.”

But in a plea agreement on 

Tuesday in Frederick County Cir-
cuit Court, Natale admitted to his 
son’s death.

Sierra Nicole Pendle-
ton, Anthony Jr.’s mother, 
told police Natale grabbed 
the baby by the neck and 
threw him against a wall in 
the couple’s Kassie Lane 
apartment on the morning 
of Aug. 2, 2019, according 
to Ross Spicer, county com-
monwealth’s attorney.

The baby died from the 
injuries two days later. An 
autopsy revealed the death was due 
to blunt force trauma.

In March, the 26-year-old Na-

tale was charged with first- and sec-
ond-degree murder and aggravated 
malicious wounding. He and Pend-

leton, who alleges Natale 
abused her, were charged 
in December of last year 
with two counts of child 
abuse/neglect and conspir-
acy to those charges. Pend-
leton declined an interview 
request in October.

Under the plea agree-
ment, Natale pleaded guilty 
to an amended charge of 
second-degree murder, ag-

gravated malicious wounding and 
two counts of child abuse/neglect. 
The maximum penalty is life plus 

60 years, but proposed state sen-
tencing guidelines recommend a 
minimum of seven years and one 
month, a midpoint of 13 years and 
10 months, and a maximum of 15 
years and 10 months.

In the interview, Natale said he 
has been diagnosed as being bipo-
lar and has attention deficit hyper-
activity disorder. Natale — whose 
mother contacted The Winchester 
Star in October about an interview 
contending her son was innocent 
— said when he becomes angry he 
shuts down instead of lashing out.

But Natale has a history of child 
abuse. In a plea bargain in Freder-
ick/Winchester Juvenile and Do-

mestic Relations Court on Oct. 29,
2018, he pleaded no contest to two 
counts of misdemeanor assault and
battery for beating Pendleton’s now-
6-year-old son in June of that year.

In a no-contest plea, a defendant
doesn’t admit guilt but concedes 
there is enough evidence for a con-
viction. The plea is considered a
conviction by the court.

Pendleton’s now-deceased
mother wrote in a criminal com-
plaint that Natale confessed to her
that he hit the older boy, but Natale
denied it in the interview. He said he 
pleaded guilty because he risked jail 

Father pleads guilty to infant son’s death

Anthony A. 
Natale

See Pleads, Page A12

See Vaccine, Page A12

See Shot, Page A12 See Pfizer, Page A12
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The Most Wonderful  
Time of the Year
Wishing you a holiday season filled with joy.

#WE

www.myrec.coop
1-800-552-3904

BLACK FRIDAY SALE FROM 11/26 - 12/12.

Get Our BEST Unlimited Wash Plan and Wash Every Day!

The Managers Special for only $15 a month for your fi rst 2 months.

That’s 65% off  the reg price of $43.95.   Go Unlimited for $15 a month.

Holiday Gift Card purchases receive 20% bonus money on gift cards.

Buy online at www.myvalleycarwash.com or
at Valley Car Wash, 126 Cole Lane, Winchester, VA 22602

Disclaimer:  Wash club sale is for new members only, not existing or previous member
in the last 6 months.  Price reverts back to retail price on 3rd month.

GO

UNLIMITED

for $15/mos.
20%Bonus $ onGift Cards

 Highs/Lows
Anchorage 29/17
Atlanta 59/41
Boston 37/31
Chicago 50/33
Dallas 75/43
Honolulu 84/69
Los Angeles 75/50
New York 42/35

Today’s Outlook

TODAY
Slight chance 

of morning rain 
or snow, then 
partly sunny.

47º

Thursday — Sunny.
High: 51, Low: 30
Winds: Northwest 6 mph, becoming 
calm in the afternoon

Friday — Mostly sunny.
High: 58, Low: 38

Saturday — Mostly cloudy with a 
chance of showers.
High: 56, Low: 43

 SUNRISE SUNSET

 7:20 a.m. 4:49 p.m.

Ultraviolet Index
0,1,2 minimal - 3,4 low - 5,6 moderate
- 7,8,9 high - 10 up very high

2

TONIGHT
Mostly 
clear. 

West wind
5 to 7 mph.

31º
Regional temperatures Across the country

Anchorage 29/17

Boston 37/31

Dallas 75/43

Los Angeles 75/50

Winchester temperatures
 High Low
 Tuesday 39 30
 Year ago Tuesday 45 19

Information from the National Weather Service and Weather Underground.

Fronts

Pressure
Cold

Showers Rain T-storms Flurries Snow Ice
H

High
L

Low

Warm Stationary

<-10 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110+-0s 0s

H

H

H

LL

p g p y

Precipitation
Month 2020 2019 Avg.

January 2.62 2.11 2.56

February 2.85 2.59 2.41

March 3.05 3.54 3.45

April 4.56 4.45 3.37

May 2.73 6.74 3.87

June 5.08 3.05 3.61

July 5.31 4.26 3.53

August 8.39 4.40 3.02

September 6.50 1.21 3.74

October 4.67 4.02 2.95

November 4.08 0.97 3.23

December 1.51* 2.93 2.68

         Total 51.35 40.27 38.42
*Rainfall from the City of Winchester -
  Month to date

PA.

N.C.TENN.

KY.

OHIO

W.VA.
Washington

Charlottesville

Richmond
Roanoke

Bristol Norfolk

46/37

53/34

51/30
54/38

51/34 53/39

time if the case had gone to 
trial. As a fi rst offender he 
got probation. Natale said 
the boy’s bruised chin and 
swollen lip were from a fall.

“He’s a child so he’s 
clumsy,” Natale said. “He 
would slip and fall and bruise 
his head and keep moving.”

Natale also blamed the 
boy for Anthony’s injuries.

Natale said Anthony 
was born prematurely with 
bleeding on the brain and 
bruised easily. He said the 
bruises police observed 
when they responded to 
a 911 call at the home on 
Aug. 2, 2019, were from 
Anthony being dropped by 
Pendleton’s son. Natale said 
they had let the boy carry 
Anthony to his crib a day 
or two before police were 
called and he accidentally 
dropped him. Natale said 
he and Pendleton moni-
tored Anthony for the next 
24 hours.

“ We  w a t c h e d  h i m 
through the night and he 
was fi ne,” Natale said. “He 
was eating well and every-
thing.”

Natale said when he got 
home from his forklift op-
erator job on the morning 
of Aug. 2, he went to sleep. 
He awoke in the evening 
and said he gave Anthony a 
bath and afterward Anthony 
began struggling to breathe. 
Natale said he thought it was 
due to Anthony ingesting 
water, which is what he told 
police in the 911 call.

But police said the bath-
tub was dry, and when An-
thony was taken to Win-
chester Medical Center no 
water was found in his lungs. 
Police said the skull fracture, 
two black eyes and bruises 

on his arms and legs showed
Anthony was beaten despite
makeup that was put on the
baby’s face to try to hide the
injuries.

Spicer said an inspection
of Natale’s phone showed 
he’d been searching online 
for how to revive an uncon-
scious baby for hours before
calling 911 at 7:50 p.m. And 
videos on the phone from 
July of last year revealed a 
pattern of abuse against An-
thony and Pendleton’s other
son.

Spicer told Judge William
Warner Eldridge IV that 
one video showed Natale
roughly throwing Anthony 
in the air and catching him. 
“The baby looked like a rag 
doll,” Spicer said.

In another video, Natale
is seen berating Pendleton’s 
other son and then the boy
is seen falling on a bed after
apparently being struck or 
thrown. Natale is also shown
exposing his penis to the boy 
in one video.

The boy had bruises
on his body and was mal-
nourished when police re-
sponded to the home for An-
thony’s injuries. Spicer said 
the boy is now in foster care.

Spicer wouldn’t say after
the sentencing if he will ask 
Eldridge to sentence above
the guidelines. 

“Each case of this nature
is uniquely troubling,” he
said.

Defense attorney David
L. Hensley said he would 
reserve his comments for
Natale’s sentencing hearing.

Natale is scheduled to
be sentenced at 9 a.m. on 
March 23.

— Contact Evan Goodenow at
egoodenow@winchesterstar.com

Pleads
From Page A1

VICTORIA JONES/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dr. Doreen Brown, 85, receives the first of two Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine shots ad-
ministered Tuesday at Guy’s Hospital in London. 

cheer to the nation, if but for a 
moment. Authorities warned 
that the vaccination campaign 
would take many months, 
meaning painful restrictions 
that have disrupted daily life 
and punished the economy 
are likely to continue until 
spring. The U.K. has seen 
over 61,000 deaths in the pan-
demic — more than any other 
country in Europe — and has 
recorded more than 1.7 mil-
lion confi rmed cases.

“This really feels like the 
beginning of the end,” said 
Stephen Powis, medical di-
rector for the National Health 
Service in England. “It’s been 
a really dreadful year, 2020 — 
all those things that we are so 
used to, meeting friends and 
family, going to the cinema, 

have been disrupted. We can 
get those back. Not tomor-
row. Not next week. Not next 
month. But in the months to 
come.”

But it is important beyond 
these shores. Britain’s pro-
gram is likely to provide les-
sons for other countries as 
they prepare for the unprec-
edented task of vaccinating 
billions.

On Saturday, Russia be-
gan vaccinations with its 
Sputnik V vaccine, and China 
has also begun giving its own 
domestically made shots to 
its citizens and selling them 
abroad. But those are being 
viewed differently because 
neither countries’ vaccines 
have fi nished the late-stage 
trials scientists consider es-
sential for proving a serum 
is safe and effective.

Other vaccines are also 
being reviewed by regulators 
around the world, including 
a collaboration between Ox-
ford University and drug-
maker AstraZeneca and one 
developed by U.S. biotechnol-
ogy company Moderna.

Documents released by 
U.S. regulators Tuesday 
confi rmed that Pfi zer’s vac-
cine was strongly protective 
against COVID-19 and ap-
peared safe. New results on a 
possible vaccine from Oxford 
University and drugmaker 
AstraZeneca suggest it is safe 
and about 70% effective, ac-
cording to early test results 
from Britain and Brazil. But 
that report, in the medical 
journal Lancet, showed that 
questions remain about how 
well it helps protect those 
over 55.

believed possible just a few 
months ago,” Trump said.

Pfi zer developed its vac-
cine outside of “Operation 
Warp Speed,” but is partner-
ing with the federal govern-
ment on manufacturing and 
distribution.

England began its fi rst 
vaccinations earlier Tues-
day, to great fanfare, as 
the world mounts its fi ght 
against the pandemic that 
has killed more than 285,000 
Americans and some 1.5 
million people worldwide.

Trump and his aides 
hope to tamp down skepti-
cism among some Ameri-
cans about the vaccines and 
help build the outgoing Re-
publican president’s legacy.

However, Trump’s ad-
ministration was also facing 
new scrutiny Tuesday after 
failing to lock in a chance 
to buy millions of additional 
doses of Pfizer’s vaccine, 
which has been shown to 
be highly effective against 
COVID-19. That decision 
could delay the delivery of 
a second batch of doses un-
til Pfi zer fulfi lls other inter-
national contracts.

Trump used Tuesday’s 
event to sign an executive 
order in which the secre-
tary of Health and Human 
Services is directed to en-
sure that Americans have 
priority access to the vac-
cine.

A senior administration 
offi cial said the order would 
restrict the federal govern-
ment from delivering doses 
to other nations until there 
is excess supply to meet do-
mestic demand, but it was 
not immediately clear what 
the practical impact would 
be.

Britain on Tuesday began 
vaccinations with the shot 
made by Pfizer and German 
partner BioNTech. The FDA 
later this month will consider 
one developed by Moderna. 
Also Tuesday, a medical journal 
published early data suggesting 

a third vaccine candidate, Astra-
Zeneca’s, also protects people, 
though not as much as the two 
other frontrunners.

The vaccines emerged 
from an all-out worldwide race 
and are reaching the market 
less than a year after the vi-
rus was even identifi ed — a 
remarkable scientifi c achieve-

ment that shaved years off the 
usual process.

The encouraging devel-
opments come as the coro-
navirus continues surging 
across much of the world. The 
scourge has claimed more 
than 1.5 million lives, includ-
ing over 284,000 in the U.S., 
the highest toll of any country.

Vaccine
From Page A1

Shot
From Page A1

Pfizer
From Page A1
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ON WINCHESTERSTAR.COM
So what are you thinking about? Let us know.
Comment on stories or opinions you read  
in today’s newspaper after each item  
on The Star’s webpage.

By BRIAN BREHM
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — After several 
months of often tense negotiations, 
Valley Health System and Anthem 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Virginia 
have agreed to a new contract.

The announcement was made 
Tuesday afternoon in a manner 
oddly appropriate for the pro-
longed and very public dispute. Val-
ley Health issued a media release 
about the contract renewal at 1 p.m., 

then asked media outlets to remove 
the article because Anthem claimed 
the news had gone out sooner than 
agreed. Two hours later, Valley 
Health and Anthem resolved the 
last-minute hiccup and issued a joint 
media release that was identical to 
the one sent earlier in the day.

The new contract gives Anthem 
insurance customers uninterrupted, 
in-network access to Valley Health 
caregivers and services through 
2023.

“We recognize negotiations have 

been stressful for our patients and 
are pleased to bring this matter to 
a close,” Valley Health President 
and CEO Mark Nantz said in Tues-
day’s joint release. “We appreciate 
Anthem’s trust in Valley Health as 
their partner and their willingness 
to make the investment in high-qual-
ity health care for their members.”

“We value this continued partner-
ship with Valley as we work together 
to tackle the current pandemic and 
improve lives and communities here 
in Virginia,” Anthem Blue Cross and 

Blue Shield President Jeff Ricketts 
said in the release.

Val ley Heal th is  a  W in-
chester-based health-care provider 
that operates six hospitals in the re-
gion, including Winchester Med-
ical Center. Anthem is the largest 
insurer in Virginia.

In September, Valley Health an-
nounced that negotiations to renew 
its contract with Anthem were at 
an impasse. If a deal could not be 
reached by Dec. 31, an estimated 
40,000 people with Anthem or re-

lated Blue Cross Blue Shield in-
surance policies would have been 
charged higher, out-of-network 
rates at all Valley Health facilities
starting Jan. 1.

Details of the new contract were 
not disclosed, and Valley Health and 
Anthem officials declined to elabo-
rate on the terms of the deal. How-
ever, both sides said they were sat-
isfied.

“The new agreement covers all

Valley Health, Anthem agree on contract

By EVAN GOODENOW
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — The Nov. 11 
shooting of a man who police say 
fired on them before being killed 
by an officer has been ruled a jus-
tifiable homicide.

Marc H. Abrams, Winchester 
commonwealth’s attorney, an-
nounced his decision on Tuesday. 
He said he reviewed a report by 
the Virginia State Police Depart-
ment for about a week before de-
ciding the killing of Eric Lyn Clark 
by Cpl. Sean C. O’Connor was jus-
tified. State police conducted the 
investigation rather than local po-
lice to avoid a conflict of interest.

In addition to statements from 
officers, Abrams said he looked at 
body camera footage from about 
seven officers. He said in some 
of the footage it is difficult to see 
Clark, but it clearly shows officers 
tried to get him to surrender be-
fore O’Connor shot him. “They 
kept trying to engage him, but he 
wasn’t communicative,” Abrams 
said.

Abrams said he also went to the 
scene of the gunfight shortly after 
it occurred and saw at least seven 
bullet holes in a police cruiser that 
police said Clark fired at before 
being killed. “This was a case 
of the facts speaking for them-
selves,” Abrams said.

O’Connor shot Clark outside 
Clark’s apartment at the Hillcrest 
Apartments complex at 2450 Mas-
sanutten Terrace around 7:15 a.m. 
Police were called to the complex 
at 6:51 a.m. after a neighbor said 
Clark was smashing the neigh-
bor’s pickup truck window with a 
sledgehammer.

According to a search warrant 
af fidavit written by state police 
Special Agent Adam Galton, when 
two officers arrived on foot, Clark 
came out of his apartment carry-
ing a semi-automatic rifle. When 
a third officer arrived in the park-
ing lot in a police cruiser, Galton 
wrote that Clark “began firing at 

Police 
shooting 
ruled 
justifiable 
homicide

JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR, FILE

Police tape cordons off Hillcrest 
Apartments on Massanutten Ter-
race in Winchester after a police-in-
volved shooting there.

JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Happy tree day
S&S Country Christmas tree sales owner Zach Smith of Frederick County (right) helps repeat customer Mike Smith of Winchester (no relation) carry 
the white pine Christmas tree he purchased to his truck Tuesday morning. Zach Smith has owned his tree lot for eight years and is currently located 
on Berryville Avenue in the Pharmhouse Shopping Center where Food Maxx and Harbor Freight Tools are located. All of the trees sold on the lot are 
Virginia grown.

COVID-19 Count
Number of reported COVID-19 cases and deaths as of Dec. 1, 2020

Virginia: 240,063 (2,228 new), 14,725 hospitalizations (106 new), 4,093 deaths (31 new), 3,832,218 tested

Lord Fairfax Health District: 6,440 cases (83 new), 443 hospitalizations (3 new), 146 deaths (1 new), 104,724 tested

Locality Cases/hosp./deaths
Winchester 1,081/60/4
Frederick County 2,266/124/18
Clarke County 208/19/3

Locality Cases/hosp./deaths
Shenandoah County 1,420/117/62
Page County 597/62/32
Warren County 868/61/27

Number of outbreaks in Lord Fairfax Health District: 58 (1,539 total outbreaks in Virginia). Nine 

outbreaks in health-care settings, 24 outbreaks in long-term care facilities, 17 outbreaks in congregate 

settings, three outbreaks in correctional facilities, one outbreak in an child-care setting, three outbreaks 

in a college or university and one outbreak in a K-12 school.  

Current 7-Day Positivity Rate in Lord Fairfax Health District: 10.4%

SOURCE: VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

By MICHAEL BALSAMO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Attorney Gen-
eral William Barr said Tuesday 
the Justice Department has not 
uncovered evidence of wide-
spread voter fraud that would 
change the outcome of the 2020 
presidential election.

His comments in an 
interview with The As-
sociated Press come de-
spite President Donald 
Trump’s repeated base-
less claims that the elec-
tion was stolen, Trump’s 
effort to subvert the re-
sults of the 2020 presi-
dential election and his 
refusal to concede his 
loss to President-Elect Joe Biden.

Barr said U.S. attorneys and 
FBI agents have been working to 
follow up specific complaints and 
information they’ve received, but 
they’ve uncovered no evidence 
that would change the outcome of 
the election. Barr was headed to 
the White House later for a previ-
ously scheduled meeting.

“To date, we have not seen 
fraud on a scale that could have 

effected a different outcome in the
election,” Barr told the AP.

The comments are especially 
direct coming from Barr, who has
been one of the president’s most 
ardent allies. Before the election,
he had repeatedly raised the no-
tion that mail-in voter fraud could

be especially vulnerable 
to fraud during the coro-
navir us pandemic as
Americans feared going
to polls and instead chose
to vote by mail.

Shortly after Barr’s
statement was published, 
Trump tweeted out more 
claims of voter fraud. And
his attorney Rudy Gi-
uliani and his campaign
issued a scathing state-

ment claiming that, “with all due 
respect to the Attorney General,
there hasn’t been any semblance” 
of an investigation.

Last month, Barr issued a di-
rective to U.S. attorneys across 
the country allowing them to pur-
sue any “substantial allegations”
of voting irregularities, if they ex-
isted, before the 2020 presidential

By TAMMY WEBBER  
and HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH

Associated Press

Nearly 37,000 Americans died 
of COVID-19 in November, the 
most in any month since the dark 
early days of the pandemic, engulf-
ing families in grief, filling news-
paper obituary pages and testing 
the capacity of morgues, funeral 
homes and hospitals.

Amid the resurgence, states 
have begun reopening field hospi-
tals to handle an influx of patients 
that is pushing health care sys-

tems — and their workers — to 
the breaking point. Hospitals are 
bringing in mobile morgues. And 
funerals are being livestreamed or 
performed as drive-by affairs.

Health officials fear the cri-
sis will be even worse in coming 
weeks, after many Americans ig-
nored pleas to stay home over 
Thanksgiving and avoid people 
who don’t live with them.

“I have no doubt that we’re go-
ing to see a climbing death toll 
... and that’s a horrific and tragic 
place to be,” said Josh Michaud, 

Attorney general says no 
widespread election fraud 

DECISION 2020

William  
Barr

‘Very dark couple of weeks’: 
Morgues, hospitals overflow 
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the front of the patrol vehi-
cle striking it multiple times 
while the WPD offi cer was 
still inside.”

Police said Clark fired 
from the porch of his apart-
ment at the cruiser, which 
was about 50 yards away. 
The of ficer inside wasn’t 
hurt but was trapped in the 
cruiser for several minutes 
before running for cover. 
Police haven’t identified 
the offi cer, but said she was 
hired in 2003.

Neighbor David Webster 
told The Winchester Star af-
ter the shooting that police 
tried to negotiate with Clark, 
but he wouldn’t put down 
the AK-47-style assault rifl e 
he was carrying. Webster 
said police told him to go 
inside his home. About 10 
minutes later, Webster said 
he heard two shots. Abrams 
said one of the shots killed 
Clark.

Police Chief John R. 
Piper praised O’Connor and 
the other offi cers involved. 
He said they may have pre-
vented Clark from taking 
lives, but he emphasized 
deadly force is a last resort.

“No one enters the law 
enforcement profession 
wanting to take a life,” Piper 
said in a news release. “How-
ever, when circumstances 
exist which require the use 
of deadly force to protect of-
fi cers or citizens, then our 
community should feel com-
fort knowing our of ficers 
are well trained, properly 
equipped and prepared.”

O’Connor, hired in 2008, 
shot Clark with an AR-15 
semi-automatic rifle. In 
2018, Piper got City Council 
to approve purchasing the 
rifl es so all patrol offi cers 
could carry them in their 
cruisers. Piper said after the 
shooting that the rifl es are 
needed because there might 
be situations where offi cers 
can’t wait for a SWAT team 
to arrive.

Clark, 52, was a father 
of one who graduated from 
James Wood High School in 
1987, according to his obit-
uary. It said his death came 
after a “long battle with men-

tal illness.”
Mentally ill people are 

rarely violent and 53 of Win-
chester’s 74 offi cers are cer-
tifi ed in Crisis Intervention 
Training. The training is 
designed to defuse poten-
tially volatile situations and 
is often used with people in 
a mental health crisis. The 
vast majority of incidents 
are defused and police ho-
micides in Winchester and 
around the nation are ex-
tremely rare.

In a nation of 330 million 
people with approximately 
750,000 police offi cers and 
18,000 police departments, 
police kill about 1,000 people 
annually, according to The 
Washington Post Fatal Force 
database. Nearly all the kill-
ings are ruled justifi able.

Clark was one of 994 peo-
ple killed by police this year 

through Monday, according 
to the database. The last po-
lice homicide in Winchester 
was in 2002 when police said 
a man wanted on a probation 
violation pointed a pistol at 
three offi cers before being 
shot. An investigation found 
the killing was in self-de-
fense.

Piper said in an email 
that an internal investiga-
tion will be conducted, but 
didn’t given an estimate on 
when it will be concluded. 
He said the offi cers involved 
were returned to full duty 
after Abrams’ ruling.

After the shooting, The 
Star made a Freedom of 
Information Act request to 
Winchester police for au-
dio of the 911 call in the in-
cident as well as body cam-
era footage from the offi cers 
involved. An FOIA request 
was also made to state po-
lice for the report provided 
to Abrams.

Both requests were de-
nied. However, Piper said 
video of the killing will be 
made public after the in-
ternal investigation is com-
pleted.

Body camera footage and 
911 audio are routinely re-
leased in police shootings 
in other states, but rarely in 
Virginia, where police aren’t 
required to release it.

— Contact Evan Goodenow at 
egoodenow@winchesterstar.com

WEATHER

BLACK FRIDAY SALE FROM 11/26 - 12/12.

Get Our BEST Unlimited Wash Plan and Wash Every Day!

The Managers Special for only $15 a month for your fi rst 2 months.

That’s 65% off  the reg price of $43.95.   Go Unlimited for $15 a month.

Holiday Gift Card purchases receive 20% bonus money on gift cards.

Buy online at www.myvalleycarwash.com or
at Valley Car Wash, 126 Cole Lane, Winchester, VA 22602

Disclaimer:  Wash club sale is for new members only, not existing or previous member
in the last 6 months.  Price reverts back to retail price on 3rd month.

GO

UNLIMITED

for $15/mos.
20%Bonus $ onGift Cards

 Assisted Living & Memory Care
600 Mount View Street, Front Royal  |  540-551-5348

413 McClellan Street, Berryville  |  540-554-6354

www.CommonwealthSL.com

Give Mom and Dad the Lifestyle 
They Deserve

Shorter days and turning leaves bring memories of holidays past. Mom 
going all out with dinner. Dad bringing home the biggest tree. Kids 
running all over the house. These were festive (if not chaotic) times. But    
the kids are older now and our parents are too. 

Given our current world, Mom and Dad have likely been isolated for months. 
While phone calls and distanced visits have been a good way to check in,   
are they really happy, and more importantly, are they safe at home? Is this 
how they should be spending their golden years - alone and afraid?

During the holidays we all deserve to be surrounded by family and 
friends: sharing stories, enjoying home-cooked meals, and having the 
peace of mind that comes with knowing you are loved. This is what 
Commonwealth Senior Living communities offer during the holidays     
and every day. Our families are relieved to know that their loved ones    
are safe, happy, and enjoying the lifestyle they deserve. 

Call today 
for more 
information.

 Highs/Lows
Anchorage 37/21
Atlanta 52/33
Boston 44/33
Chicago 46/28
Dallas 52/34
Honolulu 83/71
Los Angeles 74/50
New York 45/34

Today’s Outlook

TODAY
Sunny. West 
wind 10-15 

mph. Gusts to 
21 mph.

45º

Thursday — Sunny.
High: 52, Low: 33
Winds: Light and variable, becoming 
southwest 5 mph.

Friday — Mostly cloudy.
High: 50, Low: 35

Saturday — Mostly cloudy with a 
chance of showers.
High: 47, Low: 31

 SUNRISE SUNSET

 7:14 a.m. 4:49 p.m.

Ultraviolet Index
0,1,2 minimal - 3,4 low - 5,6 moderate
- 7,8,9 high - 10 up very high

2

TONIGHT
Clear. 

West wind 
3 to 7 mph.

26º

Regional temperatures Across the country

Anchorage 37/21

Boston 44/33

Dallas 52/34

Los Angeles 74/50

Winchester temperatures
 High Low
 Tuesday 41 36
 Year ago Tuesday 37 34

Information from the National Weather Service and Weather Underground.
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Precipitation
Month 2020 2019 Avg.

January 2.62 2.11 2.56

February 2.85 2.59 2.41

March 3.05 3.54 3.45

April 4.56 4.45 3.37

May 2.73 6.74 3.87

June 5.08 3.05 3.61

July 5.31 4.26 3.53

August 8.39 4.40 3.02

September 6.50 1.21 3.74

October 4.67 4.02 2.95

November 4.08 0.97 3.23

December 0.01* 2.93 2.68

         Total 49.85 40.27 38.42
*Rainfall from the City of Winchester -
  Month to date
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Numbered placards in the parking lot of Hillcrest Apartments 
on Massanutten Terrace in Winchester mark where evidence 
was found as law enforcement officers investigate the fatal 
shooting of 52-year-old Eric Lyn Clark.

Homicide
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~
Our community 

should feel comfort 
knowing our 

officers are well 
trained, properly 

equipped and 
prepared.

 — John R. Piper
Winchester police chief

major elements of our con-
tract proposal and will en-
sure continued access to the 
same high-quality services 
for Anthem patients,” Valley 
Health Public Relations Man-
ager Carol Weare said in an 
email.

“Prioritizing the health of 
our communities is more im-
portant than ever, which is 
why we are pleased to have 
reached this agreement 
[that] protects affordability 
for consumers and ensures 
our members have access to 
quality care at Valley Health,” 
Ricketts said in the release.

Weare said the new con-
tract will not require Valley 
Health to alter the amount 
it charges Anthem custom-
ers for medical appoint-
ments and procedures. Scott 
Golden, director of corporate 
communications for Anthem, 
would not say whether the 
revised agreement would 
change the rates it charges 
customers who use Valley 
Health.

When asked if going pub-
lic with the contract dispute 
hurt negotiations, Golden re-
plied in an email: “Defi nitely 
a question for Valley since 
they made the decision to 
bring the public into the ne-
gotiation.”

Weare’s response was, 
“From the beginning, Valley 
Health’s goal in working with 
Anthem of Virginia has been 
to ensure we can continue to 
meet patients’ needs today 
and in the future.

“For Valley Health, this 
contract was about fairness, 
caring for the community 
and maintaining an unwav-
ering commitment to our 
patients and staff,” Weare 
wrote. “There were signifi -
cant differences between Val-
ley Health and Anthem’s con-
tract proposal, however we 
remained optimistic that an 
agreement would be reached 
and are pleased to put this 
matter behind us.”

For some Anthem cus-
tomers, the renewal came 
too late. Last month, the city 

of Winchester dropped An-
them as its insurance carrier.
Starting Jan. 1, the new pro-
vider for health, prescription,
dental and vision insurance
for the municipal govern-
ment’s approximately 600 
employees will be Minneso-
ta-based United Healthcare, 
one of the largest insurers in
the United States.

More than 2,500 employ-
ees of the Winchester, Fred-
erick County and Clarke
County school divisions 
currently have insurance
through Anthem. All three 
systems announced in recent 
weeks they are shopping for
new coverage, but none have 
announced carrier changes.

Valley Health invites its 
customers to call 1-866-414-
4576 if they have questions
about the new agreement. 
Anthem users can call Mem-
ber Services using the phone 
number on the back of their 
member I.D. card.

— Contact Brian Brehm at 
bbrehm@winchesterstar.com
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