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Most youth can name a couple of 
people they can trust under any 
circumstance. A new initiative 

by the Orange County Youth Council—
The Rule of Five—encourages teens to 
strive to identify five adults they can turn 
to for support in any situation. 

The effort originated after the Orange 

County Epidemic Intelligence Council 
(EpIC) asked the Orange County  Office 
on Youth if the youth council would 
manage its social media presence. 

The council agreed and scheduled a 
lock-in to discuss the county’s opioid 
epidemic, hearing directly about the 
situation from Orange County Fire and 
EMS Chief Nathan Mort and Orange 

BY JEFF POOLE
Editor

In the coming fiscal year, 
Orange County is expected to 
spend approximately $6 million 
to provide fire and EMS services 
to a growing population. That’s 
nearly twice as much as it spent a 

decade ago.
As the demand for those ser-

vices has increased, the supply of 
volunteers able to supply those 
services has dropped. That’s why 
the Orange County Board of 
Supervisors is considering a fire 
and EMS levy as part of its real es-
tate tax structure. 

The proposal is not an addi-
tional tax but a specific assign-
ment of existing tax dollars that 
only would be used to fund local 
fire and EMS operations.

Currently, the county’s real es-
tate tax rate is approximately $.80 
per $100 of assessed value. From 
that, the county pays for services 

for citizens including schools, li-
braries, the landfill, courts, public 
safety, social services and fire and 
EMS, among others. 

Taxes collected go into a gen-
eral fund that pays for all services. 

appletoncampbell.com
540.546.2000

JOHN S.

Nice to have a company that can do everything - plumbing,

HVAC, and electrical - and save the customer time and money.

I recommend Appleton Campbell highly.

BY HILARY HOLLADAY
Staff Writer

Dr. Drew Lanham of Clemson University paid 
his first visit to James Madison’s Montpe-
lier four years ago. As a member of a group 

invited to help envision the estate’s future, the orni-
thologist and wildlife biologist had an acute insight 
as he toured the mansion. 

He was struck by the elaborate design and archi-
tecture of the house. Then, in the study where he 
imagined James Madison sitting at his desk and la-
boring over language that would be integral to the 
U.S. Constitution, Lanham gazed out the window. 
He thought about the enslaved people working on 
the grounds of Montpelier while their owner wrote 
about what American democracy would be. 

During a lecture in Montpelier’s David M. 
Rubenstein Visitor Center last Wednesday after-
noon, Lanham asked a packed house to step into 
that scene with Madison.

“I want you to imagine drafting that document. 
… You’re dipping your quill and you’re writing, and 
you look up from your page out there at that Blue 
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The Alumni Distinguished Professor of Wildlife Ecology at Clemson, poet 
and author of the award-winning memoir, “The Home Place: Memoirs of 
a Colored Man’s Love Affair with Nature,” Dr. Drew Lanham spoke before 
a packed house in the visitor center at James Madison’s Montpelier last 
Wednesday afternoon. 

County considering breaking out fire/EMS funds

Schools
approve 
proposed
budget

Request 
$2.85 million in 
new local money

BY HILARY HOLLADAY
Staff Writer

The Orange County School 
Board has a proposed budget, 
and it’s a big one. At Tuesday 
night’s meeting, held at 
Unionville Elementary School, 
the board unanimously ap-
proved Superintendent Dr. Cecil 
Snead’s bottom-line figure of 
$63,180,696. 

A big chunk of that will come 
from federal and state coffers, 
but Snead and the school board 
are counting on county supervi-
sors to crack open the piggy bank 

Taxes would 
be used 

exclusively for  
emergency 

services

Orange County 
Office on Youth 
Director Alisha 

Vines, left, works 
with members of 

the Orange County 
Youth Council, 

including: Zachary 
Beard, Taylor 

Chandler, Chayse 
Vines and Jackson 

Hamilton.
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Rule of Five: starting the conversation
Orange County Youth Council encourages teens 

to identify adults to trust

See SCHOOL BUDGET, page A7

“How nature can heal historical wounds”
Montpelier welcomes 

return of wildlife
biologist Drew Lanham

See NATURE, page A9

See RULE OF FIVE, page A10

See FIRE/EMS, page A10



BY HILARY HOLLADAY
Staff Writer

If the number of birds re-
corded on Dec. 15, 2019, is an 
accurate indication, the local 
bird population has dwindled 
significantly. 

The bird count in 
Gordonsville and the sur-
rounding area was down by 
about 2,000 birds from 2018 
to 2019, and the number of 
species of birds seen during 
the annual count dropped 
by 10, according to Buzz Van 
Santvoord, who heads up the 
local branch of the National 
Audubon Society’s Christmas 
Bird Count.

The total number 
logged on the count day in 
December 2018 was 4,566, 
Van Santvoord said. A year 
later, there were only 2,692 
birds recorded. 

The Gordonsville traffic cir-
cle is at the center of the area 
where the count takes place. 
The diameter of the counting 
area is 15 miles, and there are 
six counting areas radiating 
out from the center. 

“Each slice of the pie starts 
at the center of the circle and 

goes out seven and a half 
miles,” Van Santvoord said. 

Equipped with binoculars, 
cameras and bird identifica-
tion books, teams of birders 
drive and walk around the six 
slices of the birding pie for 
a day of counting. Typically, 
an experienced birder serves 
as team leader. If someone 
spots an unfamiliar bird, 
team members pool their 
knowledge and, if necessary, 
consult their bird books. 

As for the precipitous drop 
in birds, Van Santvoord said, 
“I’m worried, because I really 
like birds. They’re a very im-
portant part of our wildlife. 
When things are happening 
to birds, we should be taking 
note of that.”

Van Santvoord cited cli-
mate change and changes to 
landscape as major reasons 
bird populations decrease. 
He also said “very high” utili-
ty towers are a deadly hazard, 
because birds can’t see wires 
at night, when they migrate. 

Last fall, the journal 
Science reported that North 
American bird populations 
have decreased by nearly 
three billion in the past 50 

years. The shocking decrease 
has grave implications for 
ecosystems, with an obvious 
impact on pest control, pol-
lination and seed dispersal, 
according to the study’s lead 
author. 

On the local front, Van 
Santvoord pointed out that 
he didn’t have as many 
volunteers helping out in 
December as he typically 
does. With more eyes scan-
ning the skies, fields, trees 
and bushes, there is a greater 
chance of spotting birds. 

“Usually I have six teams 
averaging three people per 
team,” he said. This time 

around, he had 14 or 15 
volunteers, some of whom 
counted for just half a day. 
Still, he saw a difference with 
his own eyes: “The birds were 
just not around,” at least not 
in the same numbers as in 
past years. 

There were a few bright 
spots. He said a flock of 30 
horned grebes was spotted 
at Shenandoah Crossing in 
Louisa County, and 10 bald 
eagles were glimpsed across 
the whole area surveyed. 

The bald eagle popula-
tion in and around Orange 
County remains “fairly sta-
ble,” he noted.

Although Savannah spar-
rows are not considered un-
common in the area, Van 
Santvoord said the four spot-
ted on Dec. 15 marked the 
first time in his memory that 
this particular bird had been 
recorded during the local 
Christmas Bird Count.

The birds seen in greatest 
numbers were Canada geese 
(523), European starlings 
(359) and American crows 
(212). 

As for vultures, the large 
protected species that clean 
up road kill but also cast a 
pall over neighborhoods 
where they skulk in trees, 
damage property and befoul 
the ground, there were 130 
turkey vultures and 73 black 
vultures recorded. 

Species that made the 
count by a single bird includ-
ed the barn owl, great horned 
owl, hairy woodpecker, 
Northern harrier, pied-billed 
grebe and purple finch. 

Van Santvoord said groups 
participating in the Christmas 
Bird Count must report 
their totals to the National 
Audubon Society by the end 
of February. For information 
about local birding activities 
or to volunteer to participate 
in the next Christmas Bird 
Count, call him at 672-5759.
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Ridge, and you cast your eyes down 
just a little bit and there are the peo-
ple you own. And you’re writing this 
document of freedom.

“So, there’s a little bit of tension 
there, right? And it’s tension that we 
still live in,” Lanham said.

The Alumni Distinguished Professor 
of Wildlife Ecology at Clemson, 
Lanham also is a poet and author 
of an award-winning memoir, “The 
Home Place: Memoirs of a Colored 
Man’s Love Affair with Nature.” 

A native of Edgefield, S.C., who 
earned his undergraduate and gradu-
ate degrees from Clemson, he has 
been back to Montpelier a number 
of times since his first visit. He is cur-
rently ecologist in residence, a visiting 
position that involves work behind 
the scenes and several public events, 
including an exploration of the re-
mote sections of Montpelier’s forest in 
April and a bird walk in May. 

During her remarks before his lec-
ture, Elizabeth Chew, Montpelier’s 
executive vice president and chief 
curator, said Lanham “is collaborating 
with Montpelier researchers to de-
velop a comprehensive understand-
ing of how the wildlife habitats reflect 
the Madison-era use of the plantation 
land.” 

She explained, further, that the goal 
of the partnership “is to reconcile 
the natural and cultural histories of 
Montpelier’s landscape and incor-
porate these stories into our visitor 
experience.”

How nature can heal 
historical wounds

In a talk titled “How Nature Can 
Heal the Wounds of the Past,” Lanham 
challenged his listeners to recognize 
the contradictions and paradoxes in 
American democracy. Drawing on 
the language and cadences of poetry, 
he connected the unjust treatment of 
enslaved men, women and children 
during Madison’s time with the ongo-
ing violations inflicted on minority 
populations and the natural world.  

What recourse do we have, he 
asked, “when the warming earth 
swells our seas and compromises the 
air we breathe? Then, my friends, the 
conversation becomes more than one 
of conservation. It is one of survival—
the fine line between life and death 
defined by how intensely we care. 

“It is survival for each and every one 
of us with wings and fins and fur and 
warty toad skin. It is the sacred soil 
we sink our toes and roots into, and 
the heavens above we raise our hands 
to, to praise the clouds and the gods 

we revere. It is the tumbling rivers 
we seek like salmon and shad drawn 
home to final spawn. It is the patch 
of woods where we find comfort and 
shelter like thrushes wind-tossed on 
migratory journeys, driven down by 
battering storms. 

“How do we defeat a wall of worry 
rising to keep hope out? Do we climb 
over that wall? Tunnel under the wall? 
Or just give up?”

“Birds give me hope”
As a conservationist, Lanham said 

his agenda is to “move us forward … 
not just save the earth, but for us to 
think about ourselves and our moral 
obligation to do so.” 

For him, birds are a metaphor for 
freedom and “sudden salve,” a way to 
step away from the degradations of 
racism and other social ills. 

“Birds give me hope in something 
beyond the persistent range-wide 
hate. You know, it is sometimes ex-
hausting being a black man in this 
country and it’s hard to convey the 
damage and deep, wearing impact 
that day after day of profiling has on 
mindset and body being, overcoming 
the assumptions that your black male 
mission is, at best, some above-aver-
age ability to bounce or throw a ball, 
but more darkly, it is your genetically 
derived Negro disposition to steal or 
kill or rape.” 

Nevertheless, he said he is deter-
mined to keep observing and writing 
about birds, what he considers “my 
last, best hope for heaven’s angels 
here on earth.”

While humans may disappoint, 
“birds do not. I ask nothing of them 

and they give me everything.”
He continued, “I cannot watch a 

red-tailed hawk hang high on the 
wind and think lowly. I cannot hear 
the chirps of migrants and nighttime 
transit over my drowsy head and ever 
fail to wonder how miraculously in-
trepid the tiny flighted travelers are. 
I cannot witness a murmuration of 
starlings, or waves of sweeping, un-
dulating, turning, twisting, climbing, 
diving, wing on wing, rubbing, rus-
tling storms of starlings and think of 
them as invasives, as immigrants that 
don’t belong.”

“I offer to you the freedom—the 

freedom—the freedom of a moment’s 
wild escape in some feathered thing.”

Lanham sees Madison’s ancestral 
home as a place where the seeds of 
social justice and environmental 
stewardship must be continuously 
planted and nurtured. 

In wrapping up, he invited his lis-
teners to consider the “Three R’s”: 
recognition, reconciliation and repa-
ration in regard to social justice and 
stewardship of the environment and 
urged everyone to contemplate the 
juxtaposed signs at the entrance to 
Montpelier—“LOVE” and “We the 
People.”  

SAVE YOUR MONEY
FILE FREE*

IF YOUR HOUSEHOLD MAKES LESS THAN $56,000*
A YEAR, YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A FREE TAX
FILING WITH AN IRS-CERTIFIED TAX PREPARER.

CVILLETAXAID

United Way of
Greater Charlottesville

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED
Visit cvilletaxaid.org for a list of
locations and to schedule your
appointment, or call 434-972-1703.
Se habla español.

All locations are accessible by
public transit.

*$56,000 income limits for individual or
combined income if married filing jointly

@UnitedWayCville | #UnitedWayCville
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A flock of European starlings swirls around the skies over Somerset this winter. 

Annual count finds fewer birds
Geese, starlings, crows among most 

prevelant local species

Nature continued from page A1

PHOTOS BY HILARY HOLLADAY

Following his lecture, Dr. Drew Lanham receives a gift from Montpelier Director of Archaeology & Landscape Restoration Matt Reeves (above left), 
before meeting with members of the audience. 
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Community prepares for coronavirus
BY HILARY HOLLADAY
Staff Writer

These days, the coronavirus 
is on everyone’s mind. The trick 
is to keep it off your hands and 
face and be ready if the situa-
tion gets worse. In recent days, 
many community stakehold-
ers in Orange County have be-
gun pooling their knowledge 
and making contingency plans 
in anticipation of a worsening 

crisis.
The Rappahannock-

Rapidan Health District is 
working with government bod-
ies, schools and other organi-
zations throughout the region 
to provide information and 
updates. Although the number 
of confirmed cases in Virginia 
of the coronavirus, also known 
as COFID-19, is currently small, 
that could change. 

Dr. Wade Kartchner, the dis-
trict’s health director, said the 
mounting number of cases 
and deaths elsewhere from the 
highly contagious virus is “cer-
tainly cause for concern.”

Kartchner stressed that the 
state and regional health de-
partments have experience 
addressing past flu pandemics 

BY BECCA PIZMOHT
Staff Writer

After two months of prac-
tice, 28 elementary stu-
dents will take the stage on 

March 19, at Lightfoot Elemen-
tary School in a performance of 
“The Lion King Kids.” This year’s 
school musical has been a labor 
of love for the students, teachers 

and especially, volunteer director 
Laura Loveday.

Loveday, a parent of a 
Lightfoot student and commu-
nity theater enthusiast works 
as a grant writer in her profes-
sional life. After helping with the 
school’s musical production in 
2019, Loveday became aware of 
two grants that were available 
to elementary school drama 

programs and enlisted the help 
of Lightfoot Principal Merilee 
Grubb in applying for them.

The Unionville school was 
selected from a large group of 
applicants to receive a Broadway 
Junior Grant from Disney 
Theatrical Licensing Group and 
also received a Charlie Lovett 

Dolley Madison Garden Club fundraiser,
Dueling Arrangers,

is being cancelled out of an abundance of caution in response
to CDC, WHO and the Garden Club of American

guidelines for responsible gatherings in light of coronavirus.
We hope to reschedule the event at a later time.

Orange 
proposes 
water rate 
increase

BY JEFF POOLE
Editor

Orange Town Manager Greg 
Woods has proposed a com-
bined $8.8 million 2021 bud-
get to the town council that 
includes the town’s first water 
rate increase in more than a 
dozen years. 

The $.02 per 100-gallon pro-
posed increase would defray 
the cost of replacing an eleva-
tor at the town’s water treat-
ment plant that transports 
chemicals used in water puri-
fication. 

Woods said the town hasn’t 
raised its water rate since 2006 
and the proposed increase 

At the Orange 
Food Lion, 

bare shelves 
reveal some 

local residents 
are heeding 

directions to 
purchase hand 

sanitizer and 
disinfecting 
sprays and 

wipes. 
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Schools, county, health officials respond to crisis

Work 
begins on 
Somerset
circle

Would support 
water plant upgrade

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Many motorists driv-
ing through the busy 
Somerset intersection, 
where Route 20 and 
Route 231 cross, al-
ready exhibit caution. 
After all, increased traf-
fic there has resulted in 
dozens of serious acci-
dents. 

Beginning this week, 
motorists will find the 
initial work has begun 
on a single-lane round-

$1.8 million 
project should 
be completed 
by December 

2020

The Gordonsville Lions Club presented the 68th annual Miss Orange County 
Pageant last Friday at Orange County High School with 22 contestants. Pageant 
participants competed for nearly $3,000 in scholarships. Pictured, from left, are: 

2020 Miss Orange County Elizabeth Goodwin ($1,000 scholarship), first runner-up 
Mary Oelrich ($750 scholarship) and second runner-up Alana Shumake ($500 schol-
arship). Arianna Colson was named Miss Congeniality ($100 scholarship). For more 
photos from Friday night’s event, see page B1 and visit www.orangenews.com.
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2020 Miss Orange County

Hakuna matata: Lightfoot students stage “The Lion King Kids”

 > See CIRCLE, page A6  > See WATER RATE, page A8

Grants help school present popular Disney classic March 19 Simba (Trey 
Selman) and 

Nala (Neveah 
McCullagh) dis-

cuss the king-
dom in Lightfoot 

Elementary 
School’s upcom-

ing production 
of “The Lion 
King Kids.”
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PIZMOHT > See LIGHTFOOT, page A7

 > See VIRUS, page A2
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To Place An Order, Call:

FISHWAGON
1-800-643-8439
www.fishwagon.com

“Like” us on Facebook!

FISH DAY!
IT’S TIME TO STOCK

YOUR POND!
Delivery Will Be:

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25
Charlottesville 8:00-8:45
@ Southern States
Scottsville 9:30-10:15

@ Augusta Co-op Farm Bureau
Louisa 11:00-11:45
@ Southern States
Orange 12:30-1:15

@ Orange Madison Co-op
Madison 2:00-2:45

@ Orange Madison Co-op
THURSDAY, MARCH 26
Waynesboro 2:30-3:15
@ Rocking R Hardware

A memorial service will be held for the late Shirley Webster on March 22nd
at the OrangeAmerican Legion Hall. Shirley passed last November after a

battle withAlzheimer’s disease. Shirley was a gregarious and fun loving,
wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, singer (with the Orange

County Community Chorus), quilter (with the Dolley Madison
Quilters Guild), knitter and carpenter’s assistant to Jim, her

husband. This memorial will be a bright and wonderful
celebration of her beautiful life, with memories, music and art.

It will not be a mournful or dreary affair. The memorial
begins at 1:00 p.m. on March 22nd and a reception

will follow. The Legion Hall is at
341 Newton Street in Orange.

RSVP shirleywebstermemorial@gmail.com

Memorial Service for Shirley Webster

Elizabeth “Libby” Lam Conrad passed away unex-
pectedly on Saturday, February 29, 2020, at Winchester
Medical Center. Libby was the youngest of seven chil-
dren born to Jesse and Leona Lam in 1941 in Locust
Grove, Va., and graduated from Orange County High
school in 1960. She moved to Northern Virginia to start
a family and career with C&P Telephone Company.

Libby held several craft and management jobs begin-
ning as a drafting clerk in the Falls Church Plant Engi-
neering Department. She was first promoted to a secre-
tarial position and over her career reported to various
district managers, a division manager and an assistant
Vice President. She was transferred to the Washington
Company (by now C&P Telephone Company had be-
come Bell Atlantic - post divestiture).

There she worked in support of the company board
of directors, scheduling their lodging, meals and travel
arrangements and processing their expense vouchers.
Libby also worked as a field engineer in Falls Church,
Va., where she supervised engineering assistants in
the Estimate Preparation Group. This all spanned a 30
year career, which ended in her retirement in Novem-
ber 1991. After retirement, she enjoyed time with her
spouse, family and friends in her homes in Strasburg,
Va. and Naples, Fla.

She was a devoted wife, mom, grandma, great-
grandma and friend to many.

Libby will be remembered with love by husband,
Fredric Conrad; her son, Timothy Johnson (Lisa), Scott
Conrad and Christopher Conrad; her sisters, Montella
Herndon and Geraldine Dulin; grandchildren, Christo-
pher Johnson, Holly Schrum (Troy), Joshua Jones, Tyler
Conrad (Danielle), John Conrad and Robert Conrad; and
many great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews.

Libby was preceded in death by her parents, Leona
and Jesse Lee Lam Sr.; brother, Jesse Lee Lam Jr.; sisters,
Pauline Lam Apperson, Christine Lam, and Maxine Lam
Dulin and Ryan Conrad.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations

be made to The American Cancer Society. The family
would like to express their sincere thanks to Dr. Patrick
Wagner and staff at the Winchester Medical Center and
Page Memorial Hospital for the wonderful care they
provided.

Elizabeth “Libby” Lam Conrad

Howard Lee Williams, 85, of Unionville, passed away
on Wednesday, March 4, 2020, at his residence. He was
born on March 15, 1934 in Orange County, and was a
son of the late Victor and Bertha Starks Williams. He
was also preceded in death by his wife, Beatrice Graves
Williams and a son, Donald Williams. Mr. Williams was a
member of Mt. Calvary Baptist Church.

He is survived by a daughter, Joann Davis, of Rapi-
dan; sons, Timothy L. Williams and wife, Karen, of Fred-
ericksburg, Gregory Gentry, of Charlottesville; brothers,
Robert Lee Williams, of New Jersey, Eugene Williams
and wife Mary, of Maryland; six grandchildren, Eric
Johnson and wife, Latosha, Antonio Dinkins, Joshua
Williams, Zoye Williams, Kayla Williams, Noah Guckett;
and seven great-grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
March 14, 2020, at the Temple of Deliverance Baptist
Church Baptist Church, 5756 Zachary Taylor Highway,
Mineral, Va., with burial in the Mt. Calvary Baptist
Church cemetery, Orange, Va. Pastor Lynn Beanum will
officiate. The family will receive friends one hour prior
to the service.

Preddy Funeral Home of Orange is assisting the fam-
ily with arrangements.
PREDDY FUNERAL HOME
250 West Main Street, Orange, Va. 22960

Howard Lee Williams
March 15, 1934 - Wednesday, March 4, 2020

Funeral Home
250 West Main Street

Orange, VA 22960
www.preddyfuneralhomes.com

John Franklin Mendell
Jr. went to be with his
Lord on Thursday, March 5,
2020, at his home in Rhoad-
esville, Va. at an age of 61.

John was born in Bal-
timore, Maryland on Sep-
tember 17, 1958, the son
of Sylvia and John Mendell
Sr. He graduated from Mer-
genthaler Vocational Tech-
nical School in Baltimore in
1976. John then joined the
Air Force where he served
as a small-arms instructor
and rose to rank of ser-
geant. After leaving the

Air Force after four years of service, John Married his
wife, Robin Nixon and settled in Rhoadesville. They re-
cently celebrated 37 years of marriage on August 14th.
He was a devout Christian and served in many ways at
Unionville Christian Church including as an Elder, Trea-
surer, Sunday school teacher, and Music Leader. He al-
ways enjoyed spending time with his family through

fishing, cooking, playing board games and playing
with his grandchildren. He always enjoyed stargazing.
He also worked for Orange county Public Schools for 29
years as their HVAC specialist.

John was preceded in death by his parents, John
and Sylvia Mendell. John is survived by his wife, Robin
Nixon Mendell; his daughters, Nina Frances Mendell
Daniel and her husband, Timothy Daniel of Lumberton,
Texas; four grandchildren, Chloe Jane Daniel, Brook-
lynn Grace Daniel, Kylee Nicole Offer and Shawn Leroy
Offer; daughter, Tammy Nicole Mendell McClanahan,
of Unionville; two grandchildren, Jeremiah James Mc-
Clanahan and Jacob Thomas McClanahan; and daugh-
ter, Chasity Flora Jane Mendell, of Rhoadesville.

A visitation was held from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Monday,
March 9, 2020, at Unionville Christian Church, Union-
ville. Funeral services were held at the church at 1 p.m.
on Tuesday, March 10, 2020. The Reverend Michael
Jackson officiated the service. Interment then followed
in the church cemetery. Those who wish to remember
John in a special way may make gifts in his memory
to the Thrive Women’s Health Care of Central Virginia,
323 N Madison Rd, Orange, VA 22960, 540-661-5111.
Online guestbook is available at johnsoncares.com.

John Franklin Mendell Jr.
September 17, 1958 - Thursday, March 5, 2020

Since I now have Parkinson’s
Disease and can no longer
write to send thank you cards,
I would like to thank everyone
for all of their prayers, food,
cards, visits, and phone calls
during the illness and passing
of my beloved wife, Sue F.
Dofflemoyer. Your concerns
during the most difficult
time of my life will always be
remembered and appreciated.

Thank you,
Luther F. Dofflemoyer
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Elizabeth “Libby” Lam Conrad passed away unex-
pectedly on Saturday, February 29, 2020, at Winchester
Medical Center. Libby was the youngest of seven chil-
dren born to Jesse and Leona Lam in 1941 in Locust
Grove, Va., and graduated from Orange County High
school in 1960. She moved to Northern Virginia to start
a family and career with C&P Telephone Company.

Libby held several craft and management jobs begin-
ning as a drafting clerk in the Falls Church Plant Engi-
neering Department. She was first promoted to a secre-
tarial position and over her career reported to various
district managers, a division manager and an assistant
Vice President. She was transferred to the Washington
Company (by now C&P Telephone Company had be-
come Bell Atlantic - post divestiture).

There she worked in support of the company board
of directors, scheduling their lodging, meals and travel
arrangements and processing their expense vouchers.
Libby also worked as a field engineer in Falls Church,
Va., where she supervised engineering assistants in
the Estimate Preparation Group. This all spanned a 30
year career, which ended in her retirement in Novem-
ber 1991. After retirement, she enjoyed time with her
spouse, family and friends in her homes in Strasburg,
Va. and Naples, Fla.

She was a devoted wife, mom, grandma, great-
grandma and friend to many.

Libby will be remembered with love by husband,
Fredric Conrad; her son, Timothy Johnson (Lisa), Scott
Conrad and Christopher Conrad; her sisters, Montella
Herndon and Geraldine Dulin; grandchildren, Christo-
pher Johnson, Holly Schrum (Troy), Joshua Jones, Tyler
Conrad (Danielle), John Conrad and Robert Conrad; and
many great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews.

Libby was preceded in death by her parents, Leona
and Jesse Lee Lam Sr.; brother, Jesse Lee Lam Jr.; sisters,
Pauline Lam Apperson, Christine Lam, and Maxine Lam
Dulin and Ryan Conrad.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations

be made to The American Cancer Society. The family
would like to express their sincere thanks to Dr. Patrick
Wagner and staff at the Winchester Medical Center and
Page Memorial Hospital for the wonderful care they
provided.

Elizabeth “Libby” Lam Conrad

Howard Lee Williams, 85, of Unionville, passed away
on Wednesday, March 4, 2020, at his residence. He was
born on March 15, 1934 in Orange County, and was a
son of the late Victor and Bertha Starks Williams. He
was also preceded in death by his wife, Beatrice Graves
Williams and a son, Donald Williams. Mr. Williams was a
member of Mt. Calvary Baptist Church.

He is survived by a daughter, Joann Davis, of Rapi-
dan; sons, Timothy L. Williams and wife, Karen, of Fred-
ericksburg, Gregory Gentry, of Charlottesville; brothers,
Robert Lee Williams, of New Jersey, Eugene Williams
and wife Mary, of Maryland; six grandchildren, Eric
Johnson and wife, Latosha, Antonio Dinkins, Joshua
Williams, Zoye Williams, Kayla Williams, Noah Guckett;
and seven great-grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
March 14, 2020, at the Temple of Deliverance Baptist
Church Baptist Church, 5756 Zachary Taylor Highway,
Mineral, Va., with burial in the Mt. Calvary Baptist
Church cemetery, Orange, Va. Pastor Lynn Beanum will
officiate. The family will receive friends one hour prior
to the service.

Preddy Funeral Home of Orange is assisting the fam-
ily with arrangements.
PREDDY FUNERAL HOME
250 West Main Street, Orange, Va. 22960

Howard Lee Williams
March 15, 1934 - Wednesday, March 4, 2020

Funeral Home
250 West Main Street

Orange, VA 22960
www.preddyfuneralhomes.com

John Franklin Mendell
Jr. went to be with his
Lord on Thursday, March 5,
2020, at his home in Rhoad-
esville, Va. at an age of 61.

John was born in Bal-
timore, Maryland on Sep-
tember 17, 1958, the son
of Sylvia and John Mendell
Sr. He graduated from Mer-
genthaler Vocational Tech-
nical School in Baltimore in
1976. John then joined the
Air Force where he served
as a small-arms instructor
and rose to rank of ser-
geant. After leaving the

Air Force after four years of service, John Married his
wife, Robin Nixon and settled in Rhoadesville. They re-
cently celebrated 37 years of marriage on August 14th.
He was a devout Christian and served in many ways at
Unionville Christian Church including as an Elder, Trea-
surer, Sunday school teacher, and Music Leader. He al-
ways enjoyed spending time with his family through

fishing, cooking, playing board games and playing
with his grandchildren. He always enjoyed stargazing.
He also worked for Orange county Public Schools for 29
years as their HVAC specialist.

John was preceded in death by his parents, John
and Sylvia Mendell. John is survived by his wife, Robin
Nixon Mendell; his daughters, Nina Frances Mendell
Daniel and her husband, Timothy Daniel of Lumberton,
Texas; four grandchildren, Chloe Jane Daniel, Brook-
lynn Grace Daniel, Kylee Nicole Offer and Shawn Leroy
Offer; daughter, Tammy Nicole Mendell McClanahan,
of Unionville; two grandchildren, Jeremiah James Mc-
Clanahan and Jacob Thomas McClanahan; and daugh-
ter, Chasity Flora Jane Mendell, of Rhoadesville.

A visitation was held from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Monday,
March 9, 2020, at Unionville Christian Church, Union-
ville. Funeral services were held at the church at 1 p.m.
on Tuesday, March 10, 2020. The Reverend Michael
Jackson officiated the service. Interment then followed
in the church cemetery. Those who wish to remember
John in a special way may make gifts in his memory
to the Thrive Women’s Health Care of Central Virginia,
323 N Madison Rd, Orange, VA 22960, 540-661-5111.
Online guestbook is available at johnsoncares.com.

John Franklin Mendell Jr.
September 17, 1958 - Thursday, March 5, 2020
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> Virus continued from page A1
and have a solid preparedness plan. 

He said that people should wash 
their hands regularly, cover their 
noses and mouths when they sneeze 
or cough, avoid touching their faces 
(where germs can take hold) and 
stay home when sick. 

Of note, Kartchner said people 
who are not sick generally should 
not wear masks in an attempt to stay 
healthy. 

“It’s not going to be helpful,” he 
said, because most people don’t 
know how to use the masks prop-
erly. If you take it off, touch your face 
with a germy hand and then put the 
mask back on, that defeats the pur-
pose. 

“The bottom line,” the doctor 
said, is “keep calm, cover your cough 
and wash your hands.” 

Kartchner and a team of his col-
leagues have been meeting and 
consulting with community lead-
ers in the five-county district, which 
covers Orange, Culpeper, Fauquier, 
Madison and Rappahannock coun-
ties. 

Glenda Bradley, assistant coun-
ty administrator, said the county 
meeting with health department 
officials has been scheduled for 
Monday morning. Participants will 
include Orange County supervisors, 
law enforcement leaders, county de-
partment heads, officials from the 
towns of Orange and Gordonsville, 
school administrators, representa-
tives from social services and local 
nursing homes. 

In the meantime, county employ-
ees have received information on 
the virus from their health insurance 
provider.

Bradley said, “Each department 
also has been provided disinfecting 
supplies to use on areas of particular 
concern or areas that are more likely 
to be touched frequently.” 

She added that maintenance 
workers have been instructed to 
consistently clean surfaces, includ-
ing door handles, countertops, mi-
crowaves, refrigerators, bathroom 
fixtures, light switches, phones and 
keyboards. 

She said that further steps, includ-
ing the possible use of gloves and 
masks by staff in essential positions, 
might be taken “once confirmed 
cases are in the community or with-
in close proximity.” 

Jim Crozier, chair of the board of 
supervisors, said he expects to get “a 
much better idea of what the health 
department recommends” after at-
tending the meeting on Monday. For 
now, he said, “the county as a whole 
is taking what appear to be the ap-
propriate precautions.”

He said he has heard from “four or 
five” local employers encouraging 
their workers to stay home if they 
show signs of flu-like illness. He has 
not heard, however, from local resi-
dents afraid they have the coronavi-
rus. 

As a public figure used to shak-
ing a lot of hands, Crozier has begun 
washing his hands more frequently 
and keeping hand sanitizer at the 
ready if he can’t easily access soap 
and water.  He said he has noticed 
that some people are opting for fist-
bumps or just “acknowledging that 
they see you” rather than shaking 

hands. (Others around the county 
have been seen tapping elbows in-
stead of hugging.)

Dogwood Village is taking the 
threat of the coronavirus very seri-
ously. Patty Talley, director of cus-
tomer and consumer relations, said 
letters went out to the nursing fa-
cility’s residents and their families 
“stressing the importance of hand-
washing, avoiding close contact 
with individuals that are sick, cover-
ing your cough or sneeze with tis-
sues and throwing them in the trash, 
cleaning and disinfecting frequently 
touched surfaces, avoiding touch-
ing your eyes, nose and mouth and 
remaining home when you are sick 
except for physician visits.”

In addition, visitors are now be-
ing asked to fill out a question-
naire when they arrive at Dogwood 
Village. They are asked whether they 
have recently traveled outside the 
U.S., and, if so, where? Those with a 
fever or any symptoms of a respira-
tory illness are asked not to visit. The 
same goes for those who have had 
close contact with a person with a 
confirmed diagnosis of the virus or 
with anyone being tested for it. 

Talley said that so far no one has 
been asked not to visit based on 
their responses to the questionnaire. 
She said that if someone with flu 
symptoms insisted on seeing a dy-
ing relative, the staff would work out 
a way for the visit to take place. 

She stressed that Dogwood Village 
has always asked family members 
with flu or flu-like symptoms to 
postpone their visits until they’re 
well.

“We don’t want to be the bad guy. 
We just want to keep our residents 
and our staff safe,” she said.

Dorren Brown, executive director 
of the Orange County Free Clinic, 
said that she and her staff are in 
regular contact with the Virginia 
Department of Health: “They’re 
sending us stuff all the time” related 
to the coronavirus.

Brown said a patient who arrives 
with flu-like symptoms is immedi-
ately outfitted with a face mask, but 
she pointed out that this is standard 
practice at the clinic, not something 
introduced in response to the coro-
navirus.

Orange County Public Schools 
(OCPS) sent an information sheet 
home on Friday with students in 
kindergarten through grade eight, 
according to Bill Berry, assistant 
superintendent for student and ad-
ministrative services.  He said the 
document went home with high 
school students on Monday.

Last week Berry said the central 
office had been fielding inquiries 
about “our preparedness to address 
the virus.” He noted that the school 
division is in contact with Kartchner’s 
office and that school nurses were 
being educated on proper protocols. 
Signs in school lavatories urge hand-
washing, he added. 

The OCPS information sheet in-
cludes instructions from the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) regard-
ing safe hygiene practices that will 
prevent the disease from spreading. 
It also describes the school system’s 
“action steps” in response to a loom-
ing pandemic, including a promise 

to provide clear, timely information 
to parents.

The document states that OCPS 
uses disinfectants and cleansers 
meeting the standards of the CDC 
and the Environmental Protection 
Agency. To maintain “a clean, safe 
environment,” the schools will be-
gin cleaning “high touch” surfaces 
every day. Those surfaces include 
doors, doorknobs, and handicap ac-
cess “push plates.”  

Further, school staff members 
will keep an eye out for anyone with 
symptoms matching those of the 
coronavirus and dispatch them to 
the school nurse for evaluation. 

Cleaning supplies were to be dis-
tributed to classrooms and offices, 
according to the information sheet, 
so staff could clean their desks, 
chairs, keyboards, phones and oth-
er surfaces, “especially if someone 
coughed or sneezed in that vicinity.”

Finally, according the information 
sheet, OCPS is in contact with the 
Virginia Department of Education 
and other school divisions to discuss 
what to do if schools must close for a 
lengthy period. 

Germanna Community College 
has been dealing with the same 
concerns that the school division is 
facing. 

“We’re looking at options, includ-
ing potentially moving onsite classes 
online if the situation warrants. We 
hope it doesn’t come to that but will 
take whatever measures [are] neces-
sary to protect our students, faculty 
and staff,” said Mike Zitz, special 
assistant to the president for media 
relations and public affairs.

Meanwhile, at Food Lion in 
Orange, shelves typically stocked 
with hand sanitizer and disinfectant 
wipes were looking very picked over 
on Friday. A checkout clerk said he’d 
noticed lots of customers buying the 
disinfectant wipes. 

Matt Harakal, the supermar-
ket chain’s manager of media and 
community relations, released a 
statement reading, in part, “We are 
following the guidance of global, na-
tional and local health authorities. 
We encourage our associates to take 
steps to prevent the spread of any 
germs and to follow the recommen-
dations from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), in-
cluding regular handwashing and 
staying home when sick.

“We are in close contact with all 
our suppliers and are restocking 
any out-of-stock items as fast as 
possible. We will continue to closely 
monitor the situation as it develops 
around the globe while ensuring we 
are supporting our customers in the 
towns and cities we serve.”

Community stakeholders agree 
that education is essential—along 
with good hygiene.

Crozier said during his 30 years 
as a first-responder, “We dealt with 
a lot of other illnesses, viruses, that 
had never come down the pike be-
fore. In each case, you take the best 
common sense precautions that 
you can. That usually decreases the 
odds of contracting something.” 

So what approach should county 
residents take for the time being? 

In brief, Crozier said, “Plain old 
common sense and cleanliness.”

The Department of 
Motor Vehicles (DMV) will 
return to Orange County 
to offer DMV Connect 
March 12, from 10 a.m. to 
noon at the Orange Senior 
Center on Old Gordonsville 
Road. More than 40 trans-
actions are offered through 
DMV Connect including: 

drivers’ licenses, disabled 
parking placards, vehicle 
titles, address changes 
and vehicle registration. 
For more information, 
visit www.dmvNOW.com/
DMV2GO.

DMV Connect at Senior Center
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On a beautiful spring morning 
at James Madison’s Mont-
pelier last week when the 

trees were alive with birdsong, you 
could almost imagine there was no 
pandemic to worry about.

Allyson Whalley, the estate’s cura-
tor of horticulture, was standing 
in the sunshine talking about the 
ecological history of Montpelier 
while Devin and Rachel Floyd of the 
Center for Urban Habitats prepared 
to plant 120 pounds of seeds, by 
hand and by machine, across almost 
20 acres of pastureland near the 
Constitutional Village. 

If all goes as planned—and the 
people at Montpelier and the Center 
for Urban Habitats are all about 
planning—the various grasses and 
flowers planted there will attract a 
host of butterflies and other crea-
tures native to Orange County but 
rarely seen here in recent times. 
A vibrant “plant community” will 
emerge, a gift to all the living crea-
tures, including humans, traversing 
the land. Among the plants seeded 
last week were little bluestem, au-
tumn bentgrass, broomsedge, fall 
panicum, calico aster and butterfly 
milkweed. 

Whalley said that last fall a survey 
of the grounds revealed a number 
of noninvasive plant species native 
to the greater region but not previ-
ously identified in Orange County. 
Naturalists have kept extensive 
records in Virginia for hundreds of 
years, so the finds were significant, 
she added. 

In past decades, Whalley said 
that the horticultural staff might 
have seeded the field with a ge-
neric mix of wildflowers. But given 
Montpelier’s focus on the “three 
C’s”—the “Constitution, conversa-
tion and conservation—she wanted 
to make the pastureland “purpose-
ful,” not merely pretty. 

She got the idea for the grassland 
project after visiting the “Piedmont 
Prairie” at the Sarah P. Duke Gardens 
at Duke University in Durham, N.C. 
She obtained grant funding so she 
could hire the Center for Urban 
Habitats to plant a mix of seeds that 
will encourage the growth of na-
tive flora and fauna. She also hired 
the Central Virginia Wildlife Habitat 
Cooperative, a landscape contract-
ing enterprise run by the Center for 
Natural Capital in Rapidan, to ana-
lyze the soil and do the large-scale 
site preparation.

Rachel Floyd explained that the 
Center for Urban Habitats, based in 
Charlottesville, concentrates on re-
storing natural plant communities. 
She and her husband rely on exten-
sive data compiled by the Virginia 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) as they decide 
what to plant and cultivate. Once 
they know which native species 
already are growing in a particu-
lar place—in the meadowland at 
Montpelier, for example—they 
check those species against the DCR 
database.

“We’re looking for the beginnings, 
hints toward what the natural plant 
community should be,” she said. 
“And then you can look at the DCR 
data and see what would be there in 
a completely restored, healthy plant 
community of that type. And then 

you have target goals right down to 
the percentage of each plant that 
should be there in a really pristine 
example of that community.”

Why does it matter so much? 
While Rachel sorted through 

a large bag of seeds, Devin Floyd 
strolled up with a detailed answer on 
the tip of his tongue: “The primary 
goal of this project is to reintroduce 
to this landscape a grassland eco-
system type that has been missing 
for over 300 years. The reason I’m 
doing that is part of a much bigger 
conversation and movement that’s 
sweeping the East and following 
on the heels of the recognition that 

there weren’t towering virgin forests 
that span from the Atlantic to the 
Mississippi. 

“We have a dynamic, mosaic-
like landscape with grasslands and 
forests—a lot of variety. So what’s 
happened, with the decline of all of 
the grassland systems and a focus 
on either developed or farm agri-
culture land and forests, leaving out 
that middle ground—that natural 
grassland—the grassland species 
have declined. The reason that is 
so important is that thousands of 
species are adapted to grasslands: 
plants and animals. 

“The grassland ecosystems of 

Eastern North America were the 
most biologically diverse natu-
ral plant communities in North 
America. The ones in the Piedmont 
were extraordinarily high in biodi-
versity, and that extends from the 
funky bacteria in the soil up through 
the plants, into the insects, up 
through reptiles, amphibians, birds, 
the rest of the food web.” 

Settlers built dwellings and plant-
ed crops on open fields whenever 
they could, Devin Floyd said. In the 
process, they imperiled many other 
life forms: “With a decline in grass-
land systems beginning about 300 
years ago, we have seen the decline 
of grassland birds, grassland bees—
all of it.” 

The idea behind the grasslands 
project at Montpelier is to fill in a 
missing piece of the landscape that 
is far more fecund than most people 
realize. 

And the way Whalley looks at it, 
the restored grasslands along the 
road leading away from Montpelier 
will serve multiple purposes. Once 
the estate is open to the public 
again, she said, this part of the prop-
erty “will be a place where people 
can come in and see the different 
plants emerging. We will have to 
keep [the area] clipped this year, but 
that doesn’t mean you won’t see a 
lot of bird activity and a lot of pol-
linators. And so [the project] is not 
only restoring nature itself, but it is 
a place to restore and recharge psy-
chologically.”

Devin Floyd’s voice rose with 
excitement when he described the 
future of the Piedmont prairie at 
Montpelier—a future set into mo-
tion on April 2, 2020. 

“What we can expect is a con-
tinuum of change through time,” he 
said, beginning with “a slight uptick 
in diversity in insects and flora in 
these meadows” in the coming year. 
Although Rachel Floyd is more cau-
tious in her estimation, Devin Floyd 
said he expects a surge in rare but-
terflies within a year. 

“If we can get a little more golden 
ragwort blooming out here in these 
wet meadows—a lot more—you’re 
going to get the hairstreaks, the elf-
ins, the [butterflies] that people wish 
their whole life they could see. You’ll 
be able to see them along the trails 
here,” he said. 

Taking the long view, he said the 
grasslands will eventually accom-
modate wild orchids. 

“They will just show up on their 
own,” the long-range planner said 
with a flicker of a grin, “in the next 50 
years.”

Both Whalley and Devin Floyd 
pointed out that the grasslands are 
being seeded in close proximity to 
Montpelier’s Landmark Forest, and 
Poplar Run comes through that 
old-growth forest and crosses the 
meadow.

Whalley said, “It’s a pretty inter-
esting location within the property 
ecologically, right?”

Floyd agreed. 
“The juxtaposition of old forest 

and prairie … with a riparian cor-
ridor running right down the middle 
is pretty phenomenal,” he said. 

“That’s how you get peak biodi-
versity on any given landscape in the 
region—those three elements. You 
get a stream, you get a grassland, you 
get a forest. If they’re all healthy and 
kicking, you can’t beat the diversity.”

Making Montpelier’s pastureland 
“purposeful,” not merely pretty
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With help from the Center for Urban Habitats, James Madison’s Montpelier 
horticulture staff planted little bluestem, autumn bentgrass, broomsedge, fall 
panicum, calico aster and butterfly milkweed across nearly 20 acres of pas-
tureland near the Constitutional Village. Pictured, top to bottom: staff at the 
Center for Natural Capital in Rapidan bag seeds used for last Thursday’s plant-
ing. Montpelier curator of horticulture Allyson Whalley and Devin Floyd load a 
spreader. The seed dispersal pattern is first tested on a tarp.

“The primary goal of this project is to reintroduce to this landscape a grassland ecosystem 
type that has been missing for over 300 years.”

—Devin Floyd


