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BY JEFF POOLE
Editor

As the Rappahannock Rapidan 
Health District gets its first COVID-19 
vaccines, Orange County’s death toll 
from the deadly virus has reached 10, 
while its case count has climbed to 814. 

Orange County recorded 82 new 

cases last week and 225 thus far in 
December with a seven-day average of 
12 new cases daily. 

Across the Commonwealth, 4,705 
Virginians have died among 314,481 
total cases. More than 17,080 people 
are hospitalized.

As of Tuesday morning, there were 
6,051 cases in the health district.

“As cases pile up in the U.S., Virginia, 
and in our health district, it will be-
come more and more difficult to con-
trol the spread of illness,” said Dr. Wade 
Kartchner, Rappahannock Rapidan 
Health District Director. “With the holi-
days coming up, as people gather, there 
will be more opportunities for the virus 
to spread. This isn’t a judgment made 

MAPAG
denied

Supervisors 
vote 3-2 against 

special use permit
BY JEFF POOLE
Editor

The Orange County Board of 
Supervisors voted 3-2 last Tuesday 
evening to deny the special use per-
mit application of the Mid-Atlantic 
Pyrotechnic Arts Guild (MAPAG). 

The controversial application to test 
and display fireworks on a 127-acre 
parcel in south-central Orange County 
drew nearly 230 comments from as 
close as next-door property owners and 
as far away as Idaho during the two-
week public hearing process that ended 
last Monday. 

The hobbyist fireworks club, founded 
in 2012, applied to the county to con-
duct a number of weekend events from 
May through October on an agricultur-
ally-zoned parcel owned by club mem-
bers Eddie and Carol Hostetter of Texas. 

The property, located on Woolfolk 
Lane, adjoins two other properties 
owned by the Hostetters in District 2, 
approximately three miles from where 
Route 522 crosses into Spotsylvania 
County. 

Four years ago, county officials 
worked with MAPAG to streamline 
the administration of their events. The 
group was meeting on a parcel in Locust 
Grove west of Lake of the Woods and 
required to apply for county fireworks 
permits each time it gathered to build, 
test and display fireworks. Since 2012, 
the county had issued more than 80 per-
mits to the club.

In 2016, the board and county admin-
istration proposed a zoning ordinance 
amendment that would add pyrotech-
nic testing and manufacturing as a spe-
cial use in the agricultural (A1) zoning 
district. The planning commission—at 
that time—recommended approval 
and, with no speakers at its public hear-
ing, the board unanimously approved 
the change. 

The club had hoped to continue its 

10 O.C. residents have now died from COVID

See MAPAG, page A8 See COVID, page A2

R-R Health District rolls out vaccines

BY JEFF POOLE
Editor

There’s an old joke that asks, 
“What does a fish say when 
it swims into a wall?” 

“Dam.”
For more than 80 years, the 

dam spanning the river at the 
Rapidan Mill has blocked the mi-
gration upstream of any number 
of freshwater and anadromous 
fish seeking to spawn upstream. 

That’s why a group of local, 
state and federal partners are 
working together to consider pos-
sible alterations to the 200-foot 
concrete dam in the village of 
Rapidan.  

Last month, the Rapidan 
Partnership, a part of the Center 
for Natural Capital headquar-
tered in the historic Rapidan Mill, 
announced the Rapidan Fish 
Passage Project—a study that 
could yield dam modifications 

with the potential to restore more 
than 540 miles of river habitat in 
Virginia. 

Created in the spring, the 
Rapidan Partnership is com-
prised of representatives from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
American Rivers, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, the Virginia  

Pictured above is 
the mill and dam in 
the historic village 
of Rapidan during 
an October 2015 

flood. The Rapidan 
Partnership, part 
of the Center for 

Natural Capital 
located in the mill, 

has undertaken a 
study of the 1936 

dam to consider 
whether potential 

modifications 
could yield environ-
mental, recreation-

al and economic 
benefits upstream 

and down. 
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Fish wish?

Rapidan Partnership begins study 
that could improve 541 miles of river

BY MORGAN EDWARDS
Correspondent 

Construction work continues 
on historic Memorial Hall on 
Main Street in Gordonsville, 

which is being transformed into 
Champion Ice House. The popu-
lar Champion Brewing Company, 
whose flagship location is just south 
of Charlottesville’s downtown mall, 
is partnering with Craig Hartman of 
BBQ Exchange to create a new ven-

ture at the corner of Main and King 
streets in Gordonsville. The Ice House 
is expected to open in Spring 2021.

Champion, which celebrated its 
eighth anniversary this December, 
is overseeing the beer operation side 
of the Ice House. After owner Hunter 
Smith decided to partner with Stony 
Point Development Group from 
Charlottesville, he approached 
Hartman about heading up the food 

Adaptive re-use
Main Street Gordonsville landmark expected to 

open as Champion Ice House in spring 2021

Barbecue 
Exchange 

owner and 
chef Craig 

Hartman will 
oversee the 

food operation 
at the new 

Champion Ice 
House in his-

toric Memorial 
Hall on Main 

Street in 
Gordonsville.  
The brewery 

and restaurant 
is expected to 
open in spring 

2021. 
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 > See GORDONSVILLE, page A7

 > See RAPIDAN DAM, page A6
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Dogwood Village of Orange 
County has been recog-

nized for efforts in keep-
ing residents free from 

COVID-19 since March of 
this year. There are 267 
nursing facilities in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia 
and only 43 of these 

facilities, or 16%, have 
prevented any residents 
from contracting COVID-

19. Dogwood Village offers 
special thanks to the 

amazing efforts of its facil-
ity staff who constantly go 
above and beyond to keep 

the residents safe.

REVIEW FILE PHOTO

Dogwood honored for COVID-free residents

The Orange 
County Cham-
ber of Com-

merce hosted a rib-
bon cutting for The 
Memorial Man, which 
recently opened its 
new location at 3083 
Spotswood Trail, Suite 
E, Barboursville.  The 
Memorial Man of-
fers discount head-
stones and memori-
als, including:  civic 
monuments, crema-
tion urns, cremation 
jewelry, personalized 
jewelry, pet memori-
als,  sympathy gifts 
and more. The Memo-
rial Man can be reached by calling (540) 412-8783 or online at www.thememorial-
man.com. Pictured, left to right at last Monday’s ribbon cutting are: Crystal Dudley 
of Alcova Mortgage, Katie, Abby, Charlotte and John Howard and Chamber Executive 
Director Deanne Marshall at The Memorial Man’s Eheart location. 
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The Memorial Man ribbon-cutting
County activates 
latest free 
Wi-Fi hotspot 

North Pamunkey Baptist Church in Orange is 
the  latest county Wi-Fi hotspot activated as part 
of a nearly $2 million grant for community emer-
gency broadband initiatives. 

With this connection, activated last Friday, the 
county has created 11 of the 13 locations it ap-
plied for as part of the state’s issuance of federal 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
Act (CARES Act) funding.

The hotspots are an innovative solution that 
provides access to free Wi-Fi for students, small 
business, teleworkers and residents. 

The hotspots are being placed throughout the 
county in partnership with over a dozen commu-
nity facilities including churches, parks and fire 
stations. 

The hotspot initiative is not a substitute for the 
county’s ongoing broadband initiative. Instead, it 
is a stop-gap measure to provide immediate high-
speed internet access as many students and citi-
zens are learning and working remotely. 

The new Wi-Fi hotspot is accessible from the 
large church parking lot right of the main church 
structure on Lahore Road. 

Connection speeds will vary between 25 MBS 
and 200 MBS, depending upon device.  Those 
attempting to connect at the hotspots will see 
FiberLync (the operating entity of the Orange 
County Broadband Authority) appear on their de-
vices. There is no password. 

Existing hotspots are located at Booster Park, 
Mount Zion Baptist Church, Antioch Baptist 
Church, New Hope Baptist Church, Zoar Baptist 
Church, Little Zion Baptist Church, the East  
Orange Ruritan Building in Unionville, the 
Barboursville Volunteer Fire Company and the 
Mine Run Volunteer Fire Company.

The final connections coming online before the 
end of the year include Lafayette Station in the 
Rhoadesville area and Mountain View Community 
Church in True Blue. 

All projects must be completed by Dec. 25, 2020.

North Pamunkey Baptist 
Church comes online, 
only two of 13 remain

Department of Wildlife Resources, 
Friends of the Rappahannock and the 
Piedmont Environmental Council. 

According to project lead Jeff 
Waldon, the Rapidan dam represents 
the largest stream-passage issue in 
the Chesapeake Bay watershed. Or, as 
Center for Natural Capital Executive 
Director Michael Collins put it, “The 
only obstacle between the ocean and 
Hoover Camp (the headwaters of the 
Rapidan River) is the Rapidan dam.”

Buoyed by recent projects that 
successfully restored American shad 
populations in the Potomac and 
James rivers, and coupled with the 
knowledge that a number of those 
fish (and others) had been caught 
recently at the base of the dam, the 
partnership began taking a harder 
look at the 1936 concrete structure.

“If we’re going to be an environ-
mental conservation group head-
quartered at the Rapidan Mill with 
a dam in our front yard, it behooves 
us to address that big issue,” Waldon 
said. 

For centuries, American shad 
were plentiful in Virginia rivers and 
streams. Before pollution, dams and 
other human interference, they were 
among the most valuable and im-
portant fish in the Chesapeake Bay. 
History even records General George 
Washington feeding his troops on 
the spring shad runs in the Schuylkill 
River at Valley Forge in 1778. 

But the dam—which is 11 feet high 
and approximately 12 feet deep—
blocks the migration of American 
shad, hickory shad, striped bass, 
blueback herring, alewife, American 
eel and sea lamprey. 

Notably, American shad are an 
anadromous fish, meaning they 
spend most of their lives in saltwa-
ter, but return to freshwater rivers to 
spawn and produce fish—like salm-
on. Unlike salmon, they can’t propel 
themselves over large obstacles up-

stream—even with the aid of the “fish 
ladder” near the mill. (The gradient of 
the ladder is too steep for the migra-
tory fish to navigate. The upstream 
Denil fish ladder at the Orange Water 
Treatment Plant intake is gradual 
enough to permit migratory species 
to clear the dam and swim upstream.)

“The fish ladder at Rapidan is not 
sufficient for shad, stripers or ale-
wife,” Waldon confirmed. “These are 
sea creatures—not like salmon. They 
need a relatively low gradient—some-
thing more flat.”

In evaluating the impact of the 
dam on the watershed, the partner-
ship learned creating a free-flowing 
Rapidan River could improve 
541 miles of river habitat in the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed both 
upstream and down. 

The partnership is in the veryearly 
stages of what could be a three- or 
four-year project, Waldon explained. 

“This is very preliminary, but it’s 
time to actively figure out what we 
should do. We need to do it carefully 
and intentionally and grind through 
the analysis and figure out the best 
plan of attack,” he said. 

“We want to get the data and devel-
op a plan that works for everybody.”

In addition to improving the qual-
ity of the watershed, a free flowing 
Rapidan could create a positive im-
pact beyond the environment. 

“There’s  the aesthetic impact—the 
view of the river looking upstream 
would be spectacular—but there’s an 
economic impact and a recreational 
impact as well,” Waldon said. “The 
economic impact of a free flowing 
river is not inconsequential.”

After all, the dam—which is not 
a piece of public infrastructure—is 
a potential danger and a liability, 
requiring ongoing maintenance. 
While it has withstood historic floods 
and been subject to any number of 
trees, rocks and other debris hurtling 

downstream over the last 84 years, 
nothing suggests the hand-poured 
concrete and re-bar structure will 
continue to hold in perpetuity. 

Even though the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation–which 
has regulatory authority over the 
dam—has ruled it a low-priority, low-
risk dam, it represents the largest and 
most potentially beneficial project 
in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, 
Waldon noted. 

“The dam was put in for good rea-
son—milling—but once that stops, 
there’s not much purpose in it,” he 
said. “There’s no economic reason 
to keep it. There’s no milling or hy-
drologic energy of any scale being 
created there or planned at the mill. 
Aesthetically, it’s part of the village, 
but the village was there before the 
dam and will be there long after it.”

Collins suggested modifying the 
dam to create a more free-flowing 
river could turn “a negative into a 
positive.”

“We can imagine fishing off the 
banks of the Rapidan with tens of 
thousands of 12 to 15-inch shad 
running during the spring,” Waldon 
said. “That’s what’s happening in 
Richmond and along the Potomac. 
That’s why the history part of this is 
so fascinating. The colonists relied on 
shad as a primary food source. The 
loss of that has been a big deal over 
time.”

Collins said one of the byproducts 
of the fish passage project could be 
the creation of a fishing club—like a 
hunting club—that would allow local 
members river access for recreational 
fishing.

Meanwhile, Waldon noted that 
larval and juvenile shad are a prime 
food source of rockfish—the most 
popular commercial and recre-
ational finfish in the Chesapeake 
Bay—accounting for roughly $500 
million in economic activity re-

lated to fishing, travel and lodging. 
In 2019, Waldon said, the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Commission 
found that the rockfish population 
was in trouble. Restoring upstream 
access could generate a significant 
downstream impact on rockfish and 
other species. 

But both Waldon and Collins 
stressed the project is in its initial 
phase. 

“We’re doing our due diligence, 
looking at all the issues, including the 
sediment behind the dam, the his-
toric impact, the county impact and 
the economic impact,” Collins said. 
After that, the partnership should 
know how or even if the dam could be 
altered. He said he hoped that study 
would be completed by mid-2021, 
and acknowledged it’s possible the 
study will determine no action should 
be taken. 

Should the study yield a modifica-
tion recommendation, the partner-
ship  would then proceed to the 
design and engineering phase and 
consider how best to fund any altera-
tions. 

“If we get through all that and feel 
we have a workable solution, then 
it’s a matter of raising money for the 
work,” Collins said, suggesting any 
funding might be a mix of grants, 
public and private funds. 

“It’s a fascinating project,” Waldon 
said. “It’s large and complex and there 
are a lot of people involved. We’re 
working with experts and agency 
folks and everyone who might have 
a stake in the project. We’re looking 
at what’s feasible and what’s pos-
sible. Once we have the data, we’ll 
be reaching out to have community 
conversations.”

“We have the opportunity to cre-
ate more than 540 miles of habitat,” 
Collins reiterated. “If we can achieve 
that, this likely will be a project of 
national significance.”

> Rapidan dam continued from page A1
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BY JEFF POOLE
Editor

Shop local.
Eat local.
Drink local. 
Work local. 
Flower local.
On a small patch of land at James Madison’s 

Montpelier, wedged between a wildflower mead-
ow and the new Virginia Thoroughbred Project, 
there’s a colorful plot of flowers growing beneath 
the hot, summer sun.

Teeming with bumblebees, butterflies and 
unfortunately some pesky Japanese beetles, the 
flowers represent the lifetime dream of propri-
etor Stacey Chapman. The enterprise is named 
Westwind Flowers, after the road where she and 
husband, Tom, live in Orange. 

“The flower industry is an $80 billion a year 
industry, but 80% of those flowers come from 
outside the United States,” she says, ticking off the 
hard-to-spell official names of the various plants 
carefully organized on the rolling plot. 

Beside the middle of three scenic, green Sears 
and Roebuck gambrel-roofed kit barns built at 
Montpelier in the 1920s, Chapman planted six 
50 x 50 foot plots of snapdragons, larkspur, sweet 
William, cottage yarrow, prairie sun, dahlias and 
lisianthus—which is a great substitute for roses, 
apparently. Roses don’t grow well locally, she ex-
plained.

Growing and selling close to home means a 
smaller environmental footprint and a conserva-

A budding business
Flower farm at Montpelier 
complements presidential 
property’s ecological legacy

Westwind Flowers at James Madison’s 
Montpelier grows nearly 50 varieties of 

flowers on a small plot near the Virginia 
Thoroughbred Project. Pictured, clockwise 

from top: cottage yarrow, a filler flower, 
blooms in the field. Flower farmer Stacey 

Chapman has been working this plot since 
last fall. Bumblebees enjoy the scabiosa in 
the garden. A bumblebee visits the bloom-
ing snapdragons. A couple of bumblebees 

investigate a sunflower that towers over the 
property. One of the signature Montpelier 

gambrel-roofed barns is pictured in the 
background. 

PHOTOS BY JEFF POOLE
 > See FLOWERS, page B3
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To advertise your Orange, Madison and Greene Business, contact
Kelly King at 540-672-1266 or klillard@orangenews.comYour ad could be here!

Livestock Fencing
Horse Fencing
Water Systems

Nick Hill
(540) 718-2108
VirginiaFence.com

ALCOVA Mortgage LLC | NMLS ID# 40508 | (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)
Licensed in AL, DC, FL, GA (License# 42101), MD, NC, SC, TN, VA, WV

308 Market Street SE, Roanoke, VA 24011

GREG DUDLEY
Branch Manager
NMLS ID# 225844
540.832.0688
www.GregDudley.com

111 S. Main Street | Gordonsville, VA 22942

Contact us for a FREE consultation!

PURCHASE • REFI • CONSTRUCTION • REVERSE MIKE RICHARDS PRESSURE WASHING
(540) 948-4015

“JUST ASK OR CALL...I WASH IT ALL!”
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• Fully Insured
Gutter Cleaning

Water furnished (hot or cold)
Fills Hot Tubs with Hot Water

All biodegradable materials used.
Decks • Driveways • Parking Lots • Vinyl Siding • Sidewalks
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• Shingle Rooftops

Shannon G. Hudson
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ABR®, ASP®, CDPE®, e-PRO®, SFR®

540.661.2083 Direct
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www.shudson.remax.com
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Marketing in Orange & surrounding counties

Mary Baldwin graduates
Mary Baldwin University held a 

virtual commencement ceremony 
on May 24. The traditional in-per-
son ceremony was cancelled due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Local 
graduates included: Sierra Dean 
Lewis of Gordonsville, who earned 
a bachelor of arts cum laude; 
and Dana Suzanne Cromer of 
Gordonsville, who earned a bach-
elor of arts. Additionally,  Cromer 
was inducted into Phi Beta 
Kappa: The Phi Beta Kappa (PBK) 
Society is the nation’s oldest and 
most prestigious academic honor 
society, and membership is an 
emblem of high achievement and 
exceptional potential, conferred 
upon barely one percent of col-
lege seniors nationwide. To be 
elected to PBK, a student must 

have demonstrated a commit-
ment to the pursuit of excellence 
in the liberal arts and sciences, 
and eligibility requirements 
include a high GPA, foreign lan-
guage, mathematics, and labora-
tory science. 

Mary Baldwin honors list
Three local students were 

named to the spring 2020 
honors list at Mary Baldwin 
University. Students who earn a 
place on honors list must earn 
grade point averages of 3.75 to 
4.00. To be eligible, a student 
must be a degree candidate and 
must have earned at least 12 se-
mester hours for the grading pe-
riod. The following local students 
have earned this honor: Dana 
Cromer of Gordonsville; Sierra 

Lewis of Gordonsville; Brittany 
Schalizki of Barboursville and 
Skylar Czerwinski of Locust 
Grove.

Bridgewater dean’s list
Bridgewater College has an-

nounced its dean’s list for the 
spring 2020 semester. Local 
students who excelled academi-
cally include: Jillian C. Hensley, 
a junior majoring in music, from 
Rhoadesville; Susan A. Zamora, 
a first-year majoring in commu-
nication, technology and culture, 
from Orange; and Elisabeth G. 
Lloyd, a senior majoring in com-
munication, technology and cul-
ture, from Orange. Students on 
the dean’s list have attained a 
3.4 or better grade point average 
of a possible 4.0. 

Dogwood Village of Orange 
County resident Nancy 

Huffstickler enjoys a visit 
with a therapy horse from 

Horse and Soul Counseling 
at Higgins Hill Farm locat-

ed in Culpeper. Kindred 
Hospice provided this 

much appreciated service 
to residents as they cope 
with many losses related 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Residents appreciated the 
calm nature of the horses 
and the sense of comfort 
offered during their visit.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

> Therapy horse visits with Dogwood residents

tion of resources. Where and how flowers grow matters, 
she said.

Chapman, who worked in floral shops in her early 
20s before detouring into other endeavors, said she al-
ways had the idea she wanted to work with flowers. She 
didn’t want to be a retail florist, necessarily. But in the 
last few years, her husband asked her what she wanted 
to do and suggested she think about becoming a flower 
farmer. 

“Don’t mess with my dream,” she scoffed. 
Instead, they worked to make it happen. 
Tom Chapman worked for more than 20 years as 

an archaeologist, research historian, executive project 
manager and director of operations at James Madison’s 
Montpelier and his relationships there helped the 
couple obtain the small, colorful plot on the exit route 
of the presidential estate. 

They first started working the tract in the fall and 
planted in early March. Since then, she’s been selling 
fresh flowers at farmers’ markets throughout the area, 
to designers and to local pre-pay customers who collect 
single-stem cuttings out of a small shed on the flower 
farm. (The farm is not a pick-your-own operation.)

Chapman said she’d gardened on a small scale previ-
ously, but never to the extent of her current endeavor. 
One thing she said she’s learned, “You have to be pa-
tient with the seasons.” 

Modern society, she lamented, expects immediate 
gratification. “We’re so used to having it now, immedi-
ately,” she said. “We’re trying to grow with the seasons 
and adapt to 
what nature 
gives us.” 

Chapman 
feels the three-
quarter-acre 
flower farm is 
complemen-
tary to the 
ecological leg-
acy Montpelier 
promotes. 

At the same 
time, she added, 
it’s one more 
service that can 
be achieved 
locally—a point 
driven home 
during the 
recent corona-
virus-related 
shortages in 
area grocery 
stores. “When I went to the store and couldn’t find any 
food, I reached out to some local farmers for meat and 
told them if they had some, I’d be their customer for 
life,” she said. “That’s one more reason I thought ‘we 
should do this.’ We’ve gotten so far away from buying 
local.” 

Noting many of the flowers Americans buy come 
from South America, she pondered the ecological im-
pact of their cultivation and transportation to various 
ports of call before ultimately arriving days or weeks 
later in a local chain store. 

“We talk about ‘shop local,’ we need to think about 
‘flower local,’ too,” the budding flower farmer said. 
“There are a lot of benefits from buying directly from 
your local flower farmer.” 

Westwind Flowers offers single-stem, seasonal 
cuttings Fridays or Saturdays at Yoder’s Market in 
Madison; at the new Orange farmer’s market associ-
ated with Southard Seafood on Route 20; at Provisions 
Market Table in the Silk Mill complex in Orange; at the 
Spotsylvania Farmer’s Market in the Route 3 commuter 
lot; and at the Forest Lakes Farmer’s Market on Route 
29 north of Charlottesville. 

Fresh Harvest Club members can purchase a com-
munity supported agriculture-type share and select 
fresh flowers from the shed at the farm each Friday. It 
is otherwise not open to the public. For more informa-
tion, visit www.westwindflowers.com.

> Flowers continued from page B1
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White Sweet William blooms in 
bunches at Westwind Flowers. 

On Saturday at Veterans Park on Newton Street in Orange, the Orange County Democratic Com-
mittee bade farewell to outgoing chairman Terry Anderson (center, with plaque) who had led 
the committee the last two years. Anderson, a journalist and author of Den of Lions: Memoirs 

of Seven Years, was a reporter for the Associated Press. In 1985, he was taken hostage by Shiite Hezbol-
lah militants of the Islamic Jihad Organization in Lebanon and held until 1991. He is moving out of 
state. Last month, the committee elected new officers for the coming year. The Orange County Demo-
cratic Committee meets virtually the second Saturday of each month. To participate, send an e-mail to 
chair@orangecountydems.org.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

O.C. Dems say “goodbye” to chair Anderson

COLLEGE NOTES



> This week: Awaiting word on fall sports ... Page B1

Orange County’s newspaper of record since 1931

www.orangenews.com May 14, 2020 Vol. 89, No. 27 • $1.00

A2   Obituaries
A4   Opinion
B1   County Living
B2   Church news

B3   Community
B5   Arts
B6   Land transfers
B7   Classifieds

CUSTOMER SERVICE
To subscribe or report delivery issues, call (540) 672-1266 

or email: klillard@orangenews.com
For single copy locations, visit: www.orangenews.com

DEADLINES
Advertising: 3 p.m. Friday

News/obits: 4 p.m. Monday

Montpelier announces plans to reopen grounds

BY JEFF POOLE
Editor

James Madison’s Montpelier 
is planning to open its grounds, 
gardens and trails to the public 
beginning Friday, May 15, if Gov. 
Ralph Northam proceeds with the 
first phase of easing restrictions 
on public gatherings in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In a press release Tuesday eve-
ning, Montpelier announced it 
will open its gates and welcome 
the public to visit the grounds, 
including the formal gardens, 
Madison family and enslaved 
community cemetery and walk-
ing trails across the property’s 
2,700 acres. 

Montpelier has been closed to 
the public since March 13. 

“We’re delighted to open our 
gates and welcome our members 
and the community back onto 
the grounds,” said Roy Young, 
the new president and CEO of 
Montpelier. “We want people to 
think of Montpelier as a place 
for recreation, to know that this 
is a vast space where they can 

BY JEFF POOLE
Editor

“It’s a little like building a house.”
That’s a simple, if imperfect, way 

Orange County Broadband Authority 
Chair Jim White describes the county’s 
efforts to bring high-speed internet to 
its citizens. 

“This past year, we’ve been building 
the core network, the fiber infrastruc-
ture,” he said at last week’s authority 
meeting.  “That’s a little like building 
a house’s foundation, walls and roof.”

That “foundation” is a core net-
work of fiber running 55 miles from 
Eheart in western Orange County to 
Wilderness Shores in eastern Orange 
County. There’s also another 50 miles 
of additional fiber network the county 
can access through lease agreements 
that provide service redundancy and 
connectivity. 

The next phase—which the author-
ity took steps to complete at its virtual 
meeting May 5—is like installing the 

REVIEW FILE PHOTO

Montpelier plans to reopen its grounds Friday, pending 
Gov. Ralph Northam’s phased reopening of Virginia.

Orange County residents admitted for free; no tours or inside access

Broadband
authority
takes steps 
to deliver 
local service

Aims to connect pilot 
homes, businesses in 

late summer

Isolation graduation

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Members of the Orange County High School Class of 2020 have had 
their senior year cut short. Next week, they will experience a modified 
graduation ceremony—one family at a time—at Porterfield Park. Pictured, 
clockwise from top left: Miyanna Bell, Riley Clatterbuck, Myles Johnson 
and Travon Cervantes.

OCHS grads 
offer thoughts 

on unusual 
senior year

BY HILARY HOLLADAY
Staff Writer

Orange County High School 
is gearing up for a com-
mencement like no other in 

the past 67 years it has held gradu-
ation ceremonies. Next week, the 
school will host a series of nearly 
400 socially distanced events 
at Porterfield Park, with gradu-
ates assigned individual times to 
show up in cap and gown, hear 
their names called by an assistant 
principal, receive congratulations 
(but no handshake) from Principal 
Wendell Green and pick up their 
diplomas.

There will be no classmates and 
no crowd of spectators clapping. 
But each graduate’s family can 
cheer from the sidelines, at a safe 
distance, and there will be a place 
to take photos. 

Green and other school admin-
istrators are making plans for a 
graduation video to be shared later 

 > See BROADBAND, page A8

Mostly work-
ing from her 

home in Henrico, 
Rep. Abigail 

Spanberger said 
she is in frequent 

contact with 
the governor’s 

office, including 
a weekly virtual 

meeting with the 
governor and his 

team attended by 
all members of 

Virginia’s delega-
tion to Congress. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

In the House (from home)

BY HILARY HOLLADAY
Staff Writer

If there’s one issue that unites 
Democrats and Republicans in 
the rural counties of central Vir-

ginia, it’s the need for fast, affordable 
broadband service, especially during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Seventh 
District Rep. Abigail Spanberger has 

been pushing hard for just that, as her 
leadership in a bipartisan appeal to 
congressional leaders indicates. 

Spanberger, a Democrat, recently 
joined Republican Congressman 
Rodney Davis of Illinois and 
Democratic Congresswoman Stacey 

 > See MONTPELIER, page A6

 > See GRADUATION, page A7

 > See SPANBERGER, page A2

Congresswoman Spanberger adjusts 
to representing 7th District remotely
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WWW.MONTAGUEMILLER.COM
Marketing the Blue Ridge and Beyond!

Your Place. Our Purpose.
105 E. Main St
Orange, VA
540.672.7373

P.O. Box 556
Madison, VA

540.948.6655

Charlottesville | Amherst | Culpeper | Orange | Madison

BUILD IN MADISON COUNTY
• 13.5 Acre Mostly Cleared Lot
• About 6 Acres of Woods
• Small Pond and Scenic Vista

MAVA108082 $139,000
Patti Lillard 540-718-3300

www.MadisonVaRealEstate.com

ORANGE COUNTY
• 4 Acres outside the Town of Orange
• Wooded Lot; near Montpelier
• Williston Heights Subdivision

VAOR135626 $52,200
Missy Garrison 540-661-2353

missygarrisonvarealtor@gmail.com

HANCOCK FARMS
• 5-6 acre building lots in Greene County
• Upscale peaceful community, wooded, & private
• Serene commons area with a pond

577290 $185,000
Robert Nigmond 540-406-0106

robertnigmond@aol.com

ORANGE COUNTY
• Owners built this charming home in 2005
• Huge Mst. Suite; 5 BR & 3 BA & half bath
• 5.8 ac. of country living; High Speed Internet!

VAOR135726 $399,000
Missy Garrison 540-661-2353

missygarrisonvarealtor@gmail.com

LOUISA COUNTY
• Within walking distance to Lake Louisa
• Lg. front deck; sunroom; detached 2-car garage
• Home features 3BR/2BA on almost an acre!

VALA120112 $170,000
Pat Crabtree 434-989-3999
patcrabtree3@gmail.com

ORANGE COUNTY
• Affordable 1 Ac. lot; New soil study complete
• No Covenants or Restrictions
• Some land is cleared; existing shed

VAOR135778 $12,000
Missy Garrison 540-661-2353

missygarrisonvarealtor@gmail.com

LOUISA
• Gorgeous, almost new, one-level living
• 3BR/2BA on 7.685 private acres
• House is located at the end of a cul-de-sac

VALA120790 $330,000
Pat Crabtree 434-989-3999
patcrabtree3@gmail.com

ORANGE COUNTY
• 3BR/2BA Home on 5 Acres
• Full unfinished BSMT; Hardwood floors
• Attached carport; detached carport; outbuildings

VAOR136302 $245,000
Missy Garrison 540-661-2353

missygarrisonvarealtor@gmail.com

LAKE ANNA
• Waterfront Property!
• Private Wooded 1 Acre Lot
• Daniels Point on Lake Anna

1000242140 $84,900
Missy Garrison 540-661-2353

missygarrisonvarealtor@gmail.com

ORANGE
• 13.8 Acres w/ mountain & pastoral views
• This parcel is open & gently rolling
• 3 Bedroom conventional drain field

VAOR136138 $200,000
Karen Morris (540) 717-2478
karenmorris1028@gmail.com

OFFICE SUITE FOR RENT
• 2 Rooms & Over 400 Sq. Ft.! 2nd Floor
• Electric/heat & ac/water & sewer included
• Cleaning of the commons area included

$400.00 per month
Call Staci Fox- 540-718-1799 or
Call Carla Knight- 540-229-3576

MADISON COUNTY
• Well-Built 3BR/2BA Brick Home w/Full Bsmnt
• Large Back-Yard w/Garden & Storage Shed
• Views of Old Rag Mtn & Just Minutes to Town

VAMA108282 $239,000
Carl Broyles 540-948-3838

Info@BroylesRealEstate.com

GREENE COUNTY
• Charming Farm Home w/detached Guest Suite
• 170+ acres, Established Farm Land
• Captivating Mountain and Pasture Views

VAGR102962 $1,500,000
Bud Kreh 540-829-3144

budkreh@realtor.com

GREENE COUNTY
• Adorable 3BR/1.5BA Home
• 2 Acres w/Large Yard & Mtn Views
• Minutes to the Town of Stanardsville

600903 $215,000
Carl Broyles 540-948-3838

Info@BroylesRealEstate.com

NEW PRICE

WATERFRONT

MADISON COUNTY
• Gorgeous wooded 5.57 ac. building lot
• Located between Orange & Madison Counties
• Owner financing available for qualified buyer

VAMA107934 $75,000
Pat Crabtree 434-989-3999
patcrabtree3@gmail.com

HORSE FARM
• 18.87 Acres – Horse barn, Tack room
• Remarkable log home w/gorgeous Mtn. Views
• 3BR/4BA/half BA; Over 5500 Finished SQFT

VAMA108228 $775,000
Bud Kreh 540-829-3144

budkreh@realtor.com

FOR RENTSOLD

MADISON COUNTY
• 8.6 Acres with Mountain Views
• Priced well under assessed value!!!
• Bring your horses & build your dream home!

VAMA107612 $85,000
Staci Fox 540-718-1799

staci@montaguemiller.com

PRIVATE 7.8 ACRE PARCEL
• 12 Lot Development-No HOA
• 2.5 miles from Town of Madison
• Farm view from rear building site

VAMA107960 $109,000
Patti Lillard 540-718-3300

www.MadisonVaRealEstate.com

MADISON COUNTY
• 10 acre wooded parcel
• Quiet and secluded area
• Stream on backside of property

100076163 $85,000
Carla Knight 540-229-3576

Carla.knight@montaguemiller.com

CULPEPER COUNTY
• Nice Wooded 10.46 Acre Lot
• Building Site Approved
• Conveniently located to Rt. 29; Easy Commute!

VACU140376 $102,500
Carla Knight 540-229-3576

Carla.knight@montaguemiller.com

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

According to Orange County Registrar Donna 
Harpold, her office and poll officials are ready 
for the May 19 election. 

The town election will be held—as it always 
is—inside the Orange Volunteer Fire House 
on Caroline Street. Harpold said doors will be 
propped open to allow air flow and the floor 
will be marked with painter’s tape so voters can 
safely social distance themselves from one an-
other. 

“Anyone who has been to a store lately should 
be familiar with what that looks like,” she noted. 

She plans to have an election official staff the 
door to make sure there aren’t too many voters 
within the polling place at one time. 

In addition to sending the individual use 
pens, the state department of elections is 
sending masks, gloves and sanitizer and 
election officials will be following recom-
mended sanitization protocols from ven-
dors and the Centers for Disease Control, 
Harpold said. 

Any voter will be permitted to vote curbside 
(without exiting their vehicles) should they de-
sire, she said. Others can vote absentee. 

Harpold said she had mailed out 30 absen-
tee ballots as of last Friday. Four years ago, she 
didn’t have any requests. 

While the deadline to request an absentee 
ballot has passed (May 12), those submitting 
absentee ballots must return them by 7 p.m. on 
election day, May 19.

Both candidates encouraged voters to par-
ticipate in next Tuesday’s election. When both 
ran unopposed four years ago, they each were 
named on 55 of 62 ballots cast. 

Roby said she’s hoping for a better turnout. 
“We want people to come out to vote and to 

participate in what we do,” she said. Roby ex-
pressed confidence in the registrar’s prepara-
tion for next week’s election. “You don’t even 
have to have a reason. They’ll let you vote from 
your car.” 

“The registrar has assured us there are safety 
measures in place,” Sherman added. “People 
can feel comfortable coming to the polls. We’re 
running unopposed, but we’d still like the 
citizens’ support. Of course we understand if 
they’re not comfortable coming out.”

The firehouse polls will be open from 6 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Voters who have questions about the 
town election can contact Harpold’s office at 
672-5262.

electrical, plumbing, heating and 
cooling systems. “The systems that 
really make the house function,” 
White said. 

Those systems are the nine inter-
connected sites around the coun-
ty housing the electronics (“the 
brains”) to light the network, White 
said. 

Once those are connected, the 
authority will have the capability to 
begin serving customers. 

“That’s the last layer,” White con-
tinued with his simile, “selecting 
the items that will go into the house 
that serve the needs of the family. 
Think of it as selecting the furniture 
and appliances, connecting the 
power to the power company and 
the water to the water company.”

At that point, the house becomes 
a home. 

“It goes from being a shell to 
meeting the needs of the family—
in this case, meeting the needs of 
the residents and businesses in the 
community,” he concluded. 

With a unanimous vote, the au-
thority authorized staff to “build 
the capabilities necessary to pro-
vide high-speed internet service to 
residents and businesses.” 

Those capabilities include: a high 
level of customer experience, ad-
equately monitoring and trouble-
shooting network operations, in-
stalling and maintaining customer 
premise equipment and providing 
redundant access, according to 
the motion made by authority vice 
chair Mark Johnson. 

“By necessity, this project has 
to be one of phases,” Johnson ex-
plained. “It’s not like deciding to 
buy a new car. You go to the dealer-
ship, buy it and bring it home and 
you’re set. It’s a little like the Johnny 
Cash song. You do it one piece at a 
time.” 

Tuesday, the broadband author-
ity approved an engineering con-
tract and the purchase of routers 
and other equipment as it contin-
ues to put the pieces in place to de-

liver high-speed internet across the 
county. 

In reviewing a timeline of com-
pleted and pending milestones for 
the authority, broadband program 
manager Lewis Foster reported the 
core network should be completed 
by June 30, with complete instal-
lation, configuration and testing 
done by late August. Following that, 
the authority will engage a number 
of test sites with the goal of having 
100 subscribers installed and work-
ing by the end of 2020. Beginning in 
2021, the goal is to connect 20 new 
subscribers every week, he said. 

In the meantime, there are still a 
number of issues to resolve, few of 
them technological or mechanical.

White said he’s working on de-
veloping pricing models and tiers 
of service to meet a range of broad-
band needs. He said the average en-
try point of the service should meet 
the needs of 80% of all families and 
businesses with a minimum down-
load speed of 25 megabits per sec-
ond and a minimum upload speed 
of 5 megabits per second. “Anything 
not at those levels is not considered 
broadband,” he said. 

 “We want to connect the most 
people for the least amount of 
money in the shortest amount of 
time,” Foster explained. 

To do that, the authority is likely 
to look at those closest to the core 
network to maximize infrastructure 
and investment. 

White noted it may seem unfair, 
but if the authority can connect 10 
to 25 houses by running a short line 
from the core network, that would 
yield a higher benefit than running 
a longer line to fewer homes. 

“We’ll be looking at locations 
where lots of service can be provid-
ed reasonably efficiently because of 
the business aspect of this,” White 
said, noting the authority will rely 
on GIS data and information to 
help inform its decisions.

Before it’s ready to connect any 
paying customers, the authority 

also must partner with a vendor to 
provide customer interface and 
support services. It issued a request 
for proposals from qualified pro-
viders last week. 

“Orange County doesn’t have 50 
guys in white vans or operators on 
the phone at 2:30 a.m. if your ser-
vice goes out,” Johnson noted, sug-
gesting it would take the chosen 
vendor four to five months to be-
come completely familiar with the 
authority’s operation, equipment 
and system. 

Authority members also dis-
cussed the importance of outreach 
and messaging to the citizens. 

“As soon as we get clarity on the 
costs, we need to push that out to 
the community as a whole,” District 
5 Supervisor Lee Frame said. 

White agreed. “A key part of this 
is outreach and informing people 
about the availability and they type 
of service and costs,” he said. “It’s as 
new to them as it is to us.” 

The one thing that’s not new is 
the need.

 “We’ve been getting a tremen-
dous number of calls and emails 
from people who really need this 
service—especially now they’re 
home more,” Foster added. 

“We’ve known we needed this, 
but COVID-19 has turned up the 
wick in terms of what we’re hearing 
from people,” White said. 

“What we’re doing is something 
people have been asking for for a 
long time,” District 4 Supervisor 
Jim Crozier noted. “The is the 
equivalent of a utility—it’s a neces-
sity for everyone and it’s extremely 
crucial for us to move on with this 
project.” 

“There have been steady com-
ments coming to the board for 
years, but with the current situ-
ation, it’s made it more exigent,” 
Johnson added. “People are re-
ally feeling the need. It’s no longer 
about just streaming Netflix. It’s 
about people working from home 
and learning from home.” 

> Election 
continued from page A3

> Broadband continued from page A1


