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Business ReliefBusiness Relief
Real help for local businesses is here

Fauquier Times Business Relief will begin on July 1 and extend through 
August 31, or until matching funds reach $100,000. Take advantage of 
this program and together we can support our community to stand strong 
through these defining moments in our history.

WE WILL MATCH
Dollar for Dollar

OFFER GOOD 
FOR NEWSPAPER, 

NEWSLETTER
& DIGITAL

Double Your Impact 
Our 100% Ad Match Campaign means 
exactly that - we will match your ad spend 
dollar-for-dollar this summer to double 
your ad spend and offer real financial relief 
through these times for your business. This 
opportunity includes ad placement in the 
Fauquier Times, the newsletter and online at 
www.Fauquier.com.

For more information, contact your ad representative,
email sales@fauquier.com, or call (540) 347-4222 today.

By Robin Earl
Times sTaff WriTer

Warrenton residents were invit-
ed to weigh in on the town’s draft 
comprehensive plan during a pub-
lic hearing at a town of Warrenton 
planning commission meeting July 
21. Eight residents took the oppor-
tunity to speak before the planning 
commission in person, and others 
submitted written comments. 

Three of the eight public hearing 
speakers addressed concerns with 
their Oliver City neighborhood; three 
– two of them representatives of lo-
cal nonprofits and one a local realtor 
-- spoke in favor of the plan’s focus 
on diversifying housing options. And 
two of the speakers spoke in emphat-
ic tones about the dangers of by-right 
zoning and the unwelcome and un-
controlled growth it could bring. 

Concerned about by-right zoning 
David Norden, former Warrenton 

Town Council member, pointed out 
a sentence under the “Land Use and 
Character District” section that wor-
ried him. “The thing that scared me 
the most about the plan is right on 
the very first page as part of the ‘vi-
sion.’” He pointed to the section that 
would create “mixed-use character 
districts using streamlined by-right 
zoning for a range of land uses.” 

“If I learned anything during my 
16 years serving on the Town Coun-
cil,” he said, “it was that you need 
leverage against developers to get 
what you want. 

“You should also have a public 
process for input, impact analysis, 
traffic studies, etc. 

“This UDA [urban development 
areas] scheme strips all of that away.” 

Norden referenced a 42-acre par-
cel next to Country Chevrolet, in 
the New Town Character District, 
that has had two previous attempts 
to be rezoned 
from industrial to 
commercial. Both 
while he was a 
council member. 

“Both times the 
tremendous traf-
fic impact was the 
reason to say no. It 
was insurmount-
able. 

A stop light 
could not be added 
before the Coun-
try Chevrolet light 
because traffic 
backed up into 29. 

“This plan does 
not solve that. It 
just makes it so it 
can no longer be an 
obstacle to the de-
veloper.” 

Norden added, “David Dobson’s 
property, known in the plan as part 
of the Greenway and Makers Dis-
trict, shows hundreds of residential 
units along Old Meetze Road (page 
264 of the plan). 

“Dobson has wanted to do this 

on two other occasions and was told 
no by the town.  The impact for that 
much traffic on that road network 
was again, insurmountable. 

“This UDA 
scheme will now 
allow all of that 
by-right without 
any public input to 
get in the way and 
without any re-
quirement to mit-
igate the impacts. 

Julie Bolthouse, 
Fauquier land use 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
for the Piedmont 
E nv i r o n me n t a l 
Council, said  that 
she, like Norden, 
is alarmed about the plan’s stated in-
tention to convert business zoning to 
mixed use by right. The move, she 
said, would take away the town’s 
ability to evaluate each project on its 
own merits. 

“Encouraging more residential 
growth to grow business is danger-
ous,” she said.  

Bolthouse also said that she would 
like to slow the process of approving 
the comprehensive plan. “I’m con-
cerned by the rush to get it approved 
to meet developers’ timelines…. War-
renton’s future will be brighter if you 
just slow down to get this right.” 

In favor of mixed  
housing options 

Lynne Richman Bell, executive 
director of the Fauquier Boys & 
Girls Club, Darryl Neher, executive 
director of Fauquier Habitat for Hu-
manity and Dawn Arruda, realtor, 
all agreed that Warrenton is in need 
of affordable housing and that the 
comp plan as drafted would open the 
door for those kinds of projects. 

Bell said that if Warrenton were 
able to offer better housing oppor-

tunities for all 
income levels, 
it would be able 
to attract good 
workers. She 
compared the 
plan to the town’s 
decision to allow 
outdoor seating 
in parking spac-
es on Main Street 
to help business-
es. “We need to 
continue to cre-
ate that everyday 
magic, like the 
outdoor seating 
during the pan-
demic … That 
helped everyone 
feel a sense of 
community.” 

She concluded, 
“Stay the course. This is the begin-
ning of a good plan.” 

Neher began, “Home is every-
thing. It’s a place of family, faith, rec-
reation and safety. Everyone deserves 
a decent affordable place to live. It’s 
not just about policies, it’s about the 

people who those policies affect.” 
He spoke in favor of the housing 

diversity the comprehensive plan 
would incentivize. “We need hous-

ing that can fit 
our diversity mix. 
A community 
without diversity 
is a community 
where people will 
fall through the 
cracks.” 

Neher spoke 
of the historical 
and cultural value 
of Haiti Street in 
particular, where 
Habitat is invest-
ing heavily. “It’s 
not just houses, it’s 

people.” 
Arruda said she’d like to retire in 

Warrenton, but that housing options 
are expensive. “I also have concerns 
about people who have families. 
They can’t afford to live here. They 
may want to come here but can’t find 
a place to live.” She pointed to the 
Vint Hill Loft apartment project as 
an example. “Turning older build-
ings into housing is a great idea.” 

Andrea Jaffrey, Marie Smith and 
Lynnette Lewis all spoke to the 
planning commissioners about is-
sues in the Oliver City neighborhood 
off Meetze Road. The area is a tra-

ditionally Black neighborhood that 
has been in existence for decades. 
Jaffrey said, “We need utilities and 
signage. We have no lighting, no 
sidewalks, no clean water.”  

She pointed out that there are pro-
tections for Haiti Street, Culpeper 
Street, Falmouth Street, but “what 
about Oliver City?” 

Lewis said that the comprehen-
sive plan should be amended to in-
clude a plan to provide sewer, water 
and lighting for Oliver City. “How 
can you address the needs of future 
citizens when you are not addressing 
the needs of current citizens?” 

Planning commissioners Ryan 
Stewart, Mark Moore, Susan Heland-
er, Ali Zarabi, James Lawrence and 
Gerald Johnson were in attendance 
at the meeting. Town Planning Man-
ager Denise Harris gave a brief in-
troduction to the draft comprehen-
sive plan, although the planning 
commission has already held two 
work sessions to work through the 
more than 400-page document. An-
other work session will be held July 
28 and the commission is expected 
to vote on the comp plan in August.  

After the planning commission 
weighs in, the comp plan will be dis-
cussed by town council members be-
ginning in September. The town coun-
cil will also host a public hearing. 

Residents comment on Warrenton’s draft comprehensive 
plan at planning commission public hearing 

See COMP PLAN, page 9

“The proposed [Timber 
Fence] parkway is 
dangerous, destructive 
and expensive. It 
is a waste of time, 
money and the diverts 
the town’s focus on 
many things far more 
important …” 

TONY TEDESCHI 
(Provided in written comments to the 

planning commission.)

“The numbers … that 
outlined the town’s 
current economic 
picture are bleak at 
best. If we do not make 
moves now to increase 
the tax base and 
encourage investment 
where appropriate 
in commercial and 
residential, we will end 
up as an example of 
what not to do.”  

KEVIN ROOP 
(Provided in written comments to the 

planning commission.) 
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Thanks to Julie Bolthouse and 
PEC for their thoughtful review 
of the proposed plan. The process 
does seem to be rushed given the 
COVID-19 distractions and, as is, 
the draft entirely ignores the likely 
impacts of the pandemic itself on 
commercial and residential demand 
and the capital markets which drive 
all the proposed scenarios. I would 
urge the Planning Commission to 
require additional consultation and 
consideration of the fiscal reality. 

The overwhelming litany of 
goals (8), policies (69), objectives 
(53), and actions (165) are not well 
rooted in the annexes provided by 
RKG nor are they prioritized or se-
quenced. It is difficult to understand 
how this plan, if adopted, would 
help the Town of Warrenton navi-
gate difficult and informed choices. 
A “results framework” would help 
discern a critical path. 

The pernicious claim that unfet-
tered densification in any mixed-use 
area would be a desirable outcome 
is unsubstantiated and needs more 
consideration. Similarly, the trans-
portation and circulation chapter 
concludes that the Timber Fence 
bypass should be built to allevi-
ate congestion along Broadview 
without any basis in traffic data or 
consideration of VDOT’s upcoming 
investments in Broadview Avenue. 
Worse, there was no consultation 
with any of the directly affected 
communities in the Rady Park/Olde 
Gold Cup/Silver Cup axis, which is 
concerning at least. 

Given the sunk costs in the draft 
plan, it would be well worth go-
ing the extra mile to making sure 
the path forward is much clearer 
and the consultative process more 
inclusive. 

DAVE GIBSON 
Warrenton 

Town comprehensive plan needs  
more public input, time for consideration dozens of other causes as well: 

influenza killed 219 Virginians 
in 2018. Where was the outcry 
then? Parent after parent reminded 
you of the data - COVID deaths are 
down 86% from their April peak; 
no child deaths in Fauquier County; 
children are not driving the spread 
of COVID. While every death 
matters, we must maintain perspec-
tive. The data supports the tradi-
tional five-day in-class schedule. 

I am a huge supporter of Fauqui-
er County School teachers. My chil-
dren have been blessed with amaz-
ing teachers so far, teachers who 
truly care for their students. Let 

your teachers do what they do best 
— teach.  This is yet another policy 
by this board that continues to place 
obstacles in the way of Fauquier 
County School teachers. Your role 
is to remove obstacles and help cre-
ate an equitable environment. 

This is a time for the Fauquier 
school community to come together 
and be united. It is not too late for 
you to make the right decision. This 
is not hard or complicated. Listen 
to your stakeholders and make a 
data-driven decision. Should you do 
so, and operate with integrity, I will 
be your strongest advocate. 

GARRETT HILLSTROM 
Warrenton  

SUPERINTENDENT, from page 8

By Coy Ferrell 
Times sTaff WriTer 

The Fauquier Education Association, the lo-
cal branch of the state’s largest educators union, 
now supports starting the academic year with a 
100% virtual model. Citing results from a survey 
this week of its members and a growing number 
of new cases of the novel coronavirus around 
the state, the association’s official position has 
changed; the FEA previously signaled support for 
the “blended” model that was approved by school 
board members July 13. 

“[I]t is clear from the data in our membership 
survey that many concerns and questions still re-
volve around [the blended] plan,” said a July 23 
open letter from the chapter’s leadership to school 
board members and Superintendent of Schools 
David Jeck. The letter argued that, with complete-
ly virtual instruction, “we can allow educators to 
give a quality education without the daily distrac-
tion of fear and without the risk of losing their life 
or the life of a loved one.” 

The letter urged school board members to re-

consider at their July 27 meeting their previous 
decision to begin the year with some in-person 
instruction. The push for a completely virtu-
al instruction model follows decisions by near-
by school divisions in Prince William County, 
Loudoun County, the city of Manassas and Fair-
fax County, all of which will begin the academic 
year with an all-virtual model. 

Of the 325 union members who responded to 
the survey, 89% supported starting the year with 
completely virtual instruction, according to a 
statement from FEA leadership Friday morning. 
“We also would like to note numerous staff who 
are not members of our association have reached 
out with their concerns and support for 100% vir-
tual as well,” the statement said. 

The survey also asked members if they sup-
ported the blended instructional model approved 
by the school board, and 34% said they did. “In 
breaking out the data with comments, it was clear 
that the majority of that 34% would support a plan 
with the county, however that they strongly sup-
port [entirely virtual instruction] if choosing be-
tween the two options,” the statement said. 

Attached to the statement were a number of 
quotes from school division employees’ respons-
es to the comment section of the survey. These 
responses referenced, among other concerns, the 
difficulty of enforcing physical distancing among 
students, health risks for teachers and a concern 
that the cleaning measures necessary under the 
blended plan would place an undue burden on 
custodial staff. 

“I am very afraid of parents sending sick kids 
to school. We know this happens regularly,” said 
one comment. 

“Social distancing does not exist with small 
children,” said another. 

Another survey respondent said they felt 
“forced into returning [to work] under circum-
stances no other workplace would fathom,” adding 
that students and staff “should not be the guinea 
pigs to see if our economy can handle reopening!” 

A transportation worker cited concerns about 
wearing masks in the summer heat at the begin-
ning of the school year. They added, “As a parent, 
I am concerned about sending my children back 
into an environment that is unequally populated 
by those who see the need to mask and take pre-
cautions, and those who think that the whole virus 
is a hoax.” 

Reach Coy Ferrell at cferrell@fauquier.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Local teachers union now supports all-virtual 
instruction model to start academic year 

Letters to the Editor
The Fauquier Times welcomes letters to 
the editor from its readers as a forum for 
discussion of local public affairs subjects.
WRITE: Letters to the Editor 
 41 Culpeper Street
 Warrenton, VA 20188
FAX:  Editor 540-349-8676
EMAIL:  news@fauquier.com

Letters must be signed by the writer. Messages sent 
via email must say “Letter to the Editor” to distinguish 
them from other messages not meant for publication. 
Include address and phone for verification (Not to be 
published.) Letters are subject to editing for clarity 
and length. Personal attacks will not be published. 
Long letters from those with special authority on a 
current issue may be treated as a guest column (with 
photo requested). Due to volume, letters cannot be 
acknowledged. All letters are appreciated. Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. Monday to be considered 
for Wednesday publication.

Planning commissioners said after the Tuesday 
meeting that they were glad to hear from residents 
but were anticipating a larger turnout. Harris said 
that written comments may still be submitted, 
and residents will have another chance to express 
their opinions before the town council. 

“That’s good,” said planning chair Helander. 
“This is a plan for everyone.” 

Other comments 
A few residents chose to express themselves on 

the comments section of the Facebook Live thread 
that was used to livestream the meeting.  

James Brown wrote, “The PEC had many good 
points that addressed many concerns about this 
plan. I am frustrated in many aspects of the plan 
and feel that there is too much focus on competing 

with NOVA localities. Many of us did not move 
here to be in the throes of NOVA. I hope they lis-
ten to the concerns and make considerations for 
those.” 

Travis Rogers added, “There’s a fine line be-
tween financial stability within the town’s econo-
my and maintaining the very fabric of why many 
have chosen to live in Warrenton. I work in Chan-
tilly and recently moved to Warrenton from Hay-
market. I chose a longer drive because Fauquier 
County is better than PWC in many ways, and 
Warrenton is a great mix of charming but popu-
lated. If I wanted to be compared to a larger area, 
I would’ve moved to a larger area. Don’t rob us of 
our charming and peaceful nature in an effort to 
grow in dollars …” 

John Kowalewski was concerned about the 
part of the plan that addressed the Timber Fence 
Parkway. He wrote, “Do not turn Timber Fence 

Parkway into a connector road! Putting a heavy 
traffic volume road right through the residential 
areas of Olde Gold Cup (where I live), Silver Cup, 
etc. will drive down property values and signifi-
cantly degrade quality of life for the many fami-
lies living in this neighborhood. I bought a house 
here specifically to raise my children in a quiet 
and safe area, away from the noise and danger of 
heavy traffic.” 

Brown added in a later comment, “Warrenton 
is not NOVA. If I wanted to live in NOVA I would 
have stayed there. I choose Warrenton because it 
offered a place to raise a family. Building hotels 
will only bring crime and gangs. We already have 
a homeless problem in Warrenton. Check out the 
apartments by Popeye’s. We have homeless folks 
living there. We have drug issues here already. 
Stop trying to compete with other towns.” 

Reach Robin Earl at rearl@fauquier.com 

Residents comment on Warrenton’s draft comprehensive plan at planning commission public hearing 

COMP PLAN, from page 3
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Or visit us online at:  
www.rrcsb.org         www.facebook.com/rrcsb

RRCS’ mission is to improve the quality of life in Culpeper, 
Fauquier, Madison, Orange, and Rappahannock Counties by 
providing comprehensive behavioral health, developmental 

disability, substance use disorder, and aging services.

You can contact us by calling 540.825.3100

We are here to help. 

In times of trouble, we may all need a little extra help. If you 
find you are struggling during the COVID pandemic, there are 

resources available. 

Whether you need support for your child, a mental health 
concern, a substance use disorder, senior care or 

transportation, we can help. 

By Robin Earl
Times sTaff WriTer

After listening to citizens’ com-
ments about the Town of Warren-
ton’s comprehensive plan, town 
planning commissioners are rework-
ing the document. Commissioners 
James Lawrence and Ryan Stewart 
make up the working group oversee-
ing the changes, meant to streamline 
the 351-page document and make it 
more user-friendly.

Stewart said, “We’re making it 
into what it should have been to be-
gin with.”

The next version of the plan will 
move the technical details and da-
ta-heavy sections out of the main 
body of the plan and provide hyper-
links and appendices for those who 
would like to dig deeper into the un-
derlying analysis.

Warrenton Planning Manager 
Denise Harris explained that the 
next draft of the plan will have four 
or so pages in each chapter, instead 
of the 30-, 40- or even 50-page chap-
ters included in the current draft.

Lawrence said at the Aug. 25 
planning meeting, “I think we are 
addressing the public’s concerns. 
It [the comprehensive plan] was 
too long and trying to do too many 
things. It should provide general 
guidelines. … We’ve tried to whittle 
it down to general overriding prin-
ciples.”

The current comprehensive plan 
draft gets into the weeds of plan-
ning and zoning more than many 
residents were comfortable with. For 
instance, during the public hearing 
about the plan and in written com-
ments submitted by residents, there 
was considerable concern about 
the term “by-right” as it applied to 
what housing or businesses would 
be permitted in certain “character 
districts.”

Lawrence said, “We’ve taken out 
the multiple uses of the words ‘by 
right.’ It’s not a zoning document. 
Zoning is to be implemented through 
zoning ordinances, not through the 
comprehensive plan.”

Planning Commissioner Ali 
Zarabi pointed out a passage on 
page 26 of the current draft of the 
comprehensive plan as a problemat-
ic example of the use of “by-right:” 
“Each character district is conceived 
as a by-right mixed-use area, with 
appropriate mix of land uses, in the 
vertical or horizontal configura-
tion, at varying intensities. Specific 
form-based guidance is provided for 
building form, number of stories, 
site coverage, setbacks, appropriate 
uses, and transitions to adjoining 
properties.”

Harris said that in this case, the 
language could be changed to leave 
out the words “by right.”

Lawrence said that he and Stew-
art, with the help of staff, will en-
deavor to make sure “the language 
is ‘not so scary,’” considering “the 
document has no teeth.” He added, 
“Any time a lot of people get in-
volved in creating a document over a 
long period of time, it gets weighted 
down. This document is a clear ex-
ample of this.”

The town’s comprehensive plan 
has been in development for more 
than a year; it was presented to the 
planning commission over sever-
al work sessions in June; the public 
hearing was held July 21.

Lawrence said that he and Stewart 
have been meeting about the chang-
es multiple times a week since July 
28, but he declined to offer a hard 
deadline when the next draft would 
be completed.

Harris pointed out that one crit-
icism of the original draft was that 
its approval process was moving too 
quickly. She said the work being ac-
complished by the working group 
of commissioners will address that 
complaint.

Other changes being worked on 
include:
• Several items under the title 

“Historic Resources” will be ad-
dressed, including inclusion of the 
Oliver City and Haiti Street neigh-
borhoods in this section. Law-
rence said, “We want to recognize 
the importance of Oliver City. All 
of the neighborhoods that have 
historical importance are import-
ant.” The revised draft will add a 

hyperlink for the Oliver City, Fox-
croft and Falmouth Street neigh-
borhoods, with the language from 
the 2013 comprehensive plan.

• Also addressing the preservation 
of neighborhoods, the revised plan 
will include “clarified language re-
lated to protection goals for exist-
ing neighborhoods located inside 

and outside the historic district.”
• The section on broadband ser-

vice will be moved to a hyperlink. 
(State code requires jurisdictions 
to consider broadband in its com-
prehensive plans.)

• The revised draft would clarify 
language about attainable/afford-
able housing. The demographic 
and housing analysis white paper, 
along with market implications, 
will be moved to a hyperlink along 
with other technical data.

• “Equity statements” will be added.
Lawrence said he and Stewart are 

doing “a lot of editing and cutting.” 
He quoted Mark Twain: “I apolo-
gize for such a long letter -- I didn’t 
have time to write a short one,” to 
illustrate the point that editing the 
comprehensive plan to only what is 
necessary will take time.

Reach Robin Earl rearl@fauqui-
er.com

Next draft will emphasize ‘general guidelines,’ push complex data to hyperlinks
Town planners work to condense comprehensive plan

Town trash schedule for Labor Day
Due to the Labor Day holiday, trash pickup in the town of Warrenton will be altered.
Monday, Sept. 7: No trash pickup because of the Labor Day holiday.
Tuesday, Sept. 8: Monday’s and Tuesday’s refuse collection
Wednesday, Sept. 9: Recycling collection (cardboard, newspaper and blue bags)
Thursday, Sept. 10: Regular refuse collection
Friday, Sept. 11: Regular refuse collection

Page 63 of the original draft of the comprehensive plan is an example of the 
complex information in that version.
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By Robin Earl 
times staff writer 

In an effort to encourage drivers on 
Waterloo Street to slow down and to 
improve safety for residents, the town 
of Warrenton made some adjustments 
to the roadway in April. Street parking 
was moved and, in some cases, elim-
inated; bump outs were placed at the 
intersection with Chestnut Street, and 
perhaps most noticeably, the center 
lines were redrawn to create a deliber-
ate curve in the road. 

The plan was explained as a relative-
ly low-cost attempt at traffic calming. 

Five months later, the reviews are in: 
the experiment has not been a success.  

Town Manager Brandie Schaeffer 
said Wednesday, “Based on resident 
feedback over the last few months we 
have traded one set of problems for 
another, not really moving the needle. 
While some residents are better able 
to see from their driveways when 
pulling out, others have lost parking. 
Speeding remains a concern.” 

Constance Houk, a Waterloo 
Street resident, spoke during citi-
zens time at Tuesday night’s town 
council meeting to explain the prob-
lem. Houk shares a driveway with 
another neighbor and used to be able 
to park on the street. “Now there’s 
no parking. For 17 homes, we have 
two parking spots … When delivery 
trucks come to the house, there is 
nowhere for them to park.” 

And, she said, anyone who tries to 
turn onto Waterloo Street from a side 
street must pull out into traffic in order 
to see if there are any cars coming. 

Bruce Mechem, also a Waterloo 
Street resident, was one of the home-
owners who wrote to the town council 
about the traffic-calming measures. 
His house is a perfect example of the 

problem. Mecham shares a driveway 
and garage with his neighbor. It’s a 
fine arrangement, he said, but when 
so many of the parking spots were 
taken away when traffic calming mea-
sures were installed, it created a street 
parking shortage. During a conversa-
tion Wednesday evening, he pointed 
across the street indicating a family 
with three or more cars. “They used to 
park in front of my house. Now, they 
have nowhere to park.” 

He said in his letter, “We have 
been told this issue with parking will 
affect the value of our house. Tech-
nically we have parking for one ve-
hicle. The one in the driveway. How 
many of you would purchase a house 
like this?  We are counting on being 
able to sell this property for our re-
tirement. I wonder how many fam-
ilies only have one car these days.” 

Mechem’s driveway also illus-
trates the sight lines issue. As he exits 
his driveway, there is a 4-foot stone 
wall that goes all the way out to the 
curb. Mechem and his wife both have 
low-lying cars, so their view to the 
left is completely blocked by the wall. 
Since his section of the street was 
reconfigured without any parking 
spaces (which also served to create a 
buffer between his curb and the on-
coming traffic), he has to pull out into 
traffic to see around the wall.  

His home is about halfway down a 
hill that peaks to the left as he leaves his 
driveway. “From the time a driver gets 
to the top of the peak, it’s five seconds 
to my house,” and that is if the person is 
obeying the 25 mph speed limit. Often 
cars coming from Old Town are mov-
ing faster than that, he said. 

Mechem said that when the pizza 
delivery person comes, they have to 
pull into the driveway. “And when 

they leave, I go out into the street 
so I can stop traffic and he can stay 
alive for his next delivery.” 

Mechem said that Town Council-
man Renard Carlos (at large) stopped 
by to talk to him about the traffic is-
sues, and Town Councilman James 
Hartman (Ward 4) called him on 
the phone to discuss it. Mechem is 
gratified that the council is being re-
sponsive to residents’ concerns. He 
would like to see Waterloo Street re-
turned to its original configuration. 

Hartman during Tuesday night’s 
meeting held up a pile of letters from 
residents and Mayor Carter Nev-
ill confirmed that the town has been 
fielding feedback from residents. Nev-
ill said, “It’s a good model for coop-
erative communication. We certainly 
want a positive solution that address-
es safety and speeding yet serves the 
neighborhood. Hopefully we can 
achieve a positive outcome. Their in-
put certainly contributes to that.”  

Schaeffer said Wednesday, “Wa-
terloo Street is very complex, even 
though it seems like a simple res-
idential road. The road carries a 
significant amount of traffic for a 
residential street and currently has a 
middle school with a good number 
of walkers when school is in.” 

About the traffic calming effort she 
said, “The goal here was simply to try 
a solution at no expense to the taxpay-
er. Incrementally trying to achieve 
traffic calming is a good approach 

to finding solutions that work. Paint 
is cost effective and allows us to test 
something in the field.”  

Schaeffer has been grateful for 
the Waterloo Street residents’ re-
spectful input. She said, “We will 
continue to work with the Water-
loo neighborhood citizens to find 
the right solution for them that im-
proves the overall quality of life in 
their neighborhood. They have been 
very engaged and offered solutions 
and insight along the way; staff has 
enjoyed the collaborative effort and 
the honest feedback is also helpful.”   

She explained, “We took this same 
approach at Fifth Street and had to 
make some adjustments before we 
found a permanent solution. While 
some still don’t like the traffic calming 
at Fifth Street, our data shows increased 
pedestrian activity and a reduction in 
vehicular speed at Fifth Street.”  

Looking toward a solution for 
Waterloo Street, Schaeffer said, 
“Staff is working with council and a 
transportation engineer to examine 
adjustments and a set of solutions. 
From there we will meet with the 
neighborhood and execute a plan. 
If the residents prefer everything go 
back to the previous design, staff 
and council are more than willing 
to accommodate that request. We 
remain committed to a permanent 
solution for the residents.” 

Reach Robin Earl at rearl@fau-
quier.com 

Waterloo Street residents: 
Traffic calming measures 
have created new problems 

Bruce 
Mechem 
stands at 
the end of 
his driveway, 
where a stone 
wall blocks 
his view of 
cars coming 
down the hill 
on Waterloo 
Street. 
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The Warrenton Town Council voted unani-
mously at its Tuesday, Oct. 13, evening meeting 
to allow Milestone Tower Limited Partnership to 
move ahead with the construction of a 115-foot 
monopole telecommunications tower at the corner 
of a baseball field at Fauquier High School, 705 
Waterloo Road. The tower will be between base-
ball field fencing and an existing stand of trees. 
The council decision followed a thumbs up from 
the town planning commission last month. 

Matthew Pennington, director of development 
of Milestone said that the next step is a site de-
velopment plan and building permit review with 
the town, which can take between three and four 
months. He said, “Once we have all necessary ap-
provals and permits, we’d coordinate a construc-
tion schedule with the school system. Assuming 
review timeframe holds and the schedule works 
for school system, we’d likely be looking at build-
ing the site in March and April 2021.” 

The tower – which will use a “low-profile trian-
gular mount” -- will house T-Mobile telecommu-

nications equipment and could accommodate up 
to three other carriers. One of those spaces will 
be reserved for the town of Warrenton or Fauquier 
County emergency services. 

Milestone Tower Limited Partnership will rent 
the space at FHS for a one-time fee of $25,000, 
which will be paid to the Fauquier County School 
Division, owner of the property. Pennington said, 
“We share 40% of every dollar we collect from 
carriers (i.e., the rent) with FCPS. We also pay a 
one-time $5,000 fee every time a new carrier col-
locates on the tower.” 

Milestone will pay a $20,000 security deposit 
to the school division before construction starts, 
in case the company abandons the tower and it 
needs to be removed. 

There will be no lights on the tower, and it will 
be enclosed with an 8-foot fence with privacy 
slats to serve as a deterrent to climbing.  

On Aug. 15, Milestone held a balloon test to 
visually represent how high the tower would be. 
(The balloon floated at 130 feet, since that was 
the applicant’s original request.) On Aug. 20, the 
applicant held a virtual town hall, where mem-

bers from the neighboring community raised con-
cerns over the visual impact and potential harm-
ful health impacts of the tower being located on 
school grounds. Similar comments were made 
during a public hearing before the town’s plan-
ning commission. 

T-Mobile currently broadcasts a cellular signal 
from two locations near Fauquier High School; 
one tower is on Viewtree Mountain and a signal 
is also broadcast from the Warrenton water tower, 
according to the crowd-sourced cellular tower and 
coverage mapping service CellMapper. Verizon 
and AT&T also broadcast a signal from those two 
locations. 

Pennington said the new tower “will definite-
ly improve coverage for the houses behind and 
around Fauquier High, as well as at the WARF 
and residents along Waterloo.” 

On a website set up to provide information 
about the project, http://www.fauquierhswire-
less.com, under the tab titled “Why it’s needed,” 
it states, ”the new facility will improve internet 
connectivity speed and voice connectivity — es-
pecially inside homes and buildings.  

Telecommunications tower to be built at Fauquier High School baseball field 


