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COURTLAND 
The movement toward changing two controversial road names in Southampton County got a boost 
when the Planning Commission on Aug. 13 recommended 5-3 that the Board of Supervisors work 
toward modifying an ordinance that could permit such a change. 
At issue are Blackhead Signpost Road and Hanging Tree Road, names that several people have been 
saying are offensive in their denotation and connotation respectively. For example, at the supervisors' 
meeting in July, Ricky Blunt Sr. and Michelle Covington each made their case. 
Blunt, who said he's a representative of the Citizens for Change group, said, “In our opinion the 
aforementioned road names are demeaning, derogatory and offensive to a large number of residents in 
this county, as well as, to many visitors of the county. 
“Our research on Blackhead Sign Post Road reveals that this road was named after the head of an 
enslaved black man was placed on a stake after he was caught and beheaded because he was thought to 
have participated in Nat Turner’s slave rebellion. This hideous act was done as a deterrent to other 
enslaved individuals that would consider repeating Turner’s actions. 
Covington echoed Blunt's further remark that there's no evidence that executions actually took place on 
Hanging Tree Road, yet, “... the current name of this street unnecessarily evokes the connotation of the 
dark and shameful history of America’s South, of the thousands of Blacks who were unjustifiably 
lynched for purposes of entertainment and intimidation.  ... To eliminate this mistaken association of 
our county with this barbarism, the name should be changed to something that more accurately 
represents the story circulating about low hanging tree limbs. Might I suggest Low Branch or Low 
Bough Road or something similar?” 
Ultimately, the board put the matter in the commission's hands for recommendation or disapproval. 
The three who voted against recommendation were chairman Michael Drake, William “Bill” Day and 
J. Michael Mann. They could not be reached for comment. Keith Tennessee was absent, and the five 
who voted to recommend were board liaison Dr. Alan Edwards, vice chairman John “Jack” Randall, 
Douglas Chesson, Tammie Connolly and at-large member Lynette Allston. 
Allston told the newspaper there was general discussion that “it's time to correct some of the things that 
are offensive and that naming needed to change. It appeared that the Board of Supervisors was the 
easiest way to get some results.” 
The commissioner said she agrees the road names are offensive, added that the supervisors' potential 
action “doesn't put the burden on the petitioners or homeowners, because a fee [to advertise a hearing] 
involved.” 
She also said there was some discussion about whether taxpayers should pay that fee. 
The matter will go back the supervisors, with a public hearing this fall; a decision could be made by the 
December meeting. 
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COURTLAND 
Following several speakers at a public hearing and discussion among the Southampton County 
supervisors, the board unanimously agreed at its recent meeting to amend the Section 14-125 of the 
county code. That part guides how the names of existing roads and streets can be changed. 
What has prompted the action has been the public movement to replace two road names that many 
residents — both Black and White — find deeply offensive. Specifically, Blackhead Signpost Road 
and Hanging Tree Road. The former is associated with the grim fate of Nat Turner and his followers 
after their insurrection of 1831 in the county. The latter refers to a tree that leans, not one specifically 
used for lynching. Nonetheless, the connotation has apparently been troubling to many people. 
The hearing followed the Planning Commission's recommendation during its meeting in August to 
approve the proposed amendment, which reads in part: “Requests to change the name(s) of existing 
streets may be initiated: 
1. By resolution of the Board of Supervisors; or 
2. By petition containing signatures of a majority of landowners of said street along with a review fee 
of $500 to the [subdivision] agent. 
“In either care, the agent shall forward the request to the planning commission for 17 public hearing 
and review. The board of supervisors shall hold a public hearing after receiving a 18 recommendation 
from the planning commission on the request.” 
Before this adoption, only a majority of landowners on a street could initiate the request for a name 
change. 
The first to speak was Ash Cutchin, who said he's lived in in the area for 20-plus years. He 
acknowledged that even he's now certain how some roads got their names. His concern is that changing 
the road names is not going to change the county's history where slavery is concerned. 
“I say leave the ordinance where it is,” said Cutchin. “Leave road and statues in place. Those offended 
can create a monument to Nat Turner.” 
Dr. Deborah Goodwyn, chairwoman of the Southampton County School Board, simply stated that she 
supports effort to change road names. 
Travis Parker, a member of the Citizens for Change, said the ordinance now is “an issue that is one of 
right or wrong.” 
He urged the supervisors to vote to amend the code. 
Gary Cross countered, “The ordinance has served us well. But there's room to tweak it.” 
He pointed out how much mail people get with their address on it, and that “it's a huge undertaking to 
change mail. 
“Where does it end when just a few can petition[for the name changes]? Don't make this more 
complicated than it is.” 
Janis Tripplet called the road names “a disgrace and embarrassing. The inconvenience does not 
outweigh injustice of what those road signs mean. It's a simple fix.” 
Ricky Blount, who had spoken before on the matter this past summer, is also a member of Citizens for 
Change, which he said promotes harmony as one of its goals. He's in full support of the ordinance 
change “so that landowners don't get sole power of initiating change.” 
Michelle Covington, also a previous speaker, encouraged the supervisors to vote for change. 
“To amend it to allows you to vote without the consent of 51 percent of the street's residents 
Supervisor Dallas Jones made an immediate motion to approve, but Chairman Dr. Alan Edwards 
interrupted to say he wants to hear what others say.” 
Christopher D. Cornwell Sr. said, “I've prayed over and thought about it. I'm completely favoring 



changing the road names. Though whole ordinance thing, I'm not comfortable circumventing it.” 
Lynda Updike supports name changes, “ but I don't want to change the ordinance. I'm  not in favor of 
changing the code.” 
William Hart Gillette, vice chairman, said, “I would just like to trust my fellow man. I will respect any 
vote. There are more messages to change than not change it. I'll support the change. That's just my own 
conviction.” 
Robert White said that people have called him to leave it be, “But I will vote to change it.” 
Carl Faison said, “This [amended] ordinance simply gives board the power to change the roads, and to 
end a hardship on many people. I think we need to recognize that. We are not destroying this 
ordinance, it's simply a new avenue for this to be addressed. 
Edwards acknowledged that he's been vacillating back and forth on the matter, but favored the change 
after Jones again made the motion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Voters welcome Kitchen, Smith to council 
Ward 4's Linwood Johnson, Mayor Frank Rabil to return 
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FRANKLIN 
In spite of rain and a pandemic, voters still showed up to make their choices on Election Day. 
Mark Kitchen and C. Ray Smith will join Franklin City Council when they're sworn in before or soon 
after the new fiscal year on July 1. They will represent wards 1 and 2 respectively, formerly held by 
Benny Burgess and Barry Cheatham, who chose not to seek re-election. 
Kitchen got 248 votes (98.80 percent); there were three write-ins (1.20 percent). 
Smith received 149 votes (70.62 percent); there were 62 write-ins (29.38 percent) by last-minute 
contestant Wydia Bailey. 
He said on Tuesday evening, “You're never confident 'til the last votes counted,” adding his 
commendations to Bailey. “She ran a nice campaign and got a considerable amount of votes.” 
Smith continued, “I'm just looking forward to learning more about city operations. For the last two 
years I've attended all the meetings, but there's always things to learn.” 
At the Ward 2 voting site in the Ruth Camp Campbell Library, voting official Stella Bradshaw said that 
voting had been steady all day. “Enough to keep us busy,” she added. 
By 6 p.m., there had been 160 people showing up to cast ballots. There are 976 active voters out of 
1,031 qualified in the ward. 
With Kitchen and Smith will be incumbent Linwood Johnson of Ward 4. He got 66 votes (53.23 
percent) versus his challenger, Henri Porter, who had 58 votes (46.77 percent). 
Johnson said in reaction that he feels “Great! Great! I've some unfinished business to continue getting  
the city to move forward, as well as helping the ward with more jobs, better economic and getting 
empty buildings filled with businesses. 
“I'm very very grateful to those who voted in a time of pandemic. For those who met the challenge, I'm 
appreciative to them. For those who didn't vote for me, I'm still their councilman and will serve them as 
well.” 
Voters also returned Frank Rabil to serve as mayor. He received 824 votes (94.39 percent); there were 
49 write-in votes (5.61 percent). 
As with all elections, these results are unofficial until the Franklin City Voter Registrar Jennifer 
Maynard can confirm the numbers. 
The same holds for Southampton County, according to its Voter Registrar Lynn Burgess, who said,  
“Voting is always light in Southampton when it comes to town elections.” 
But as of press time, results had not yet been posted to the state board of elections. These unofficial 
results will be posted online when they become available. 
 
 


