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Nelson County nixes personal property taxes for first half of the
year

Nick Cropper
Apr 19, 2020

T he Nelson County Board of Supervisors approved an emergency ordinance

during an April 15 meeting waiving the collection of personal property and

machinery and tools taxes due June 5.

The tax relief provided by the county — a move by supervisors in response to the

financial toll experienced by many residents and businesses because of COVID-19 — is

estimated to cost more than $2 million, according to the ordinance. Taxes for the first

half of the year will be neither assessed nor collected.

Coupled with annual personal property tax relief received by the state — which is

provided to all cities and counties in the commonwealth — total relief for Nelson

County residents is more than $2.9 million according to a news release from the

county.

“We have a lot of residents who have been impacted by furlough, businesses being shut

down and this is an opportunity that can help everybody at the same time,” East

District Supervisor Jesse Rutherford said after the meeting.

North District Supervisor and board chairman Tommy Harvey, who stewarded the tax

relief program, agreed.

“We’ve got to realize where our money comes from and those people are hurting and

we’ve got to do what we can do to get some relief there,” Harvey said. “But there’s

nothing else we could have done that would affect more people than this will.”
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West District Supervisor David Parr said he was grateful the machinery and tools taxes

was included in the relief package to help give some additional aid to those in need.

“It’s not a huge impact to the county, but to those businesses that pay that tax they’re

hurting double, both personally and in the business, and this is a huge help to them as

well,” Parr said.

County Administrator Steve Carter said the roughly $2 million would not affect

operations or the county’s ability to function.

“We never would have proposed this tax relief if it would have hurt us budgetarily,”

Carter said.

According to documents presented to board members, the county is able to use

carryover funds from fiscal year 2020 as well as other expenditure savings to offset the

COVID-19 tax relief by $1,131,528. The general fund, however, will take a hit of more

than $920,000.

Of the expenditure savings being used to offset the costs, part of that money comes

from the reserve balance in the Nelson County Public Schools system’s capital project

fund — more than $208,000 — as well as money that would have been used for the

comprehensive plan.

The documents note the money from the carryover no longer can be used as

unobligated funds in the budget for the fiscal year 2021.

Carter also mentioned to board members it’s possible another federal stimulus

package in the works could further offset costs, but the county would not rely on that

money.

The ordinance says the tax relief measure does not affect the obligation to pay personal

property and machinery and tools taxes for the second half of 2020, which are due

Dec. 5.



Rutherford said he is hopeful the tax relief measure will set a precedent for other

localities in Virginia.

“I hope the rest of the commonwealth takes note of what we just did today and — being

in service to our people — that they see what they can do for those who are less

fortunate and are living in essentially a tragedy,” Rutherford said.

Carter said the county initially had considered relief for real estate taxes, but that

amount was not financially feasible.

Supervisors approved the measure during a special called meeting. The vote was

unanimous.

The emergency ordinance is set to expire after 60 days so long as board members take

no further action on it.

. Reach Cropper at (434) 385-5522.

Nick Cropper covers Nelson County. Reach him at (434) 385-5522.
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Nelson County Confederate statue to remain, for now

Nick Cropper
Oct 21, 2020

A Confederate soldier statue at the Nelson County Courthouse appears unlikely to

go anywhere for at least the next few months, with the board of supervisors

opting instead to focus on other issues.

A statue honoring confederate soldiers stands on the grounds of the Nelson County Courthouse in Lovingston
on Tuesday, July 14, 2020.

Kendall Warner/The Nelson County Times
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While there still are no official plans for the monument, several supervisors said

during the Oct. 13 meeting the issue would remain a priority, but Chairman Tommy

Harvey said he did not want to rush to form a committee, citing more pressing

concerns as well as the COVID-19 pandemic.

“I think the environment in this whole United States right now is not the best and

there’s a whole lot of healing that needs to be and this is not going to make any

difference one way or the other,” said Harvey, the North District supervisor, adding the

issue would remain on the “front burner.”

The monument in question is that depicting a common Confederate soldier which

currently sits on the grounds of the courthouse in Lovingston.

Erected in 1965, the monument was created as a memorial to the Confederate soldiers

in Nelson County who fought in the Civil War, according to historical documents

provided by the county. Since a request to remove the statue was first brought to the

attention of supervisors in June, it has garnered dozens of comments from the public

at various board meetings either voicing their support or objection to its removal.

Harvey previously stated during a September board meeting his support of forming a

committee regarding the statue and encouraged other board members to gather names

of Nelson County residents who could serve on that committee.

Other supervisors agreed with Harvey stating they also felt it would be more

appropriate to wait until the current climate has subsided.

“I agree with my fellow board members on the statue. I think we need to proceed

slowly, cautiously, methodically, and make a decision based on mass rather than

volume,” West District Supervisor David Parr said.

Board members heard from a multitude of speakers, many punctuated by applause

from audience members, who supported both sides of the argument during the Oct. 13

afternoon and evening meetings. Wisteria Johnson, of Shipman, asked supervisors to

move forward with the committee and allow residents to “ponder and maybe even

settle this statue question.”



Several speakers also spoke in favor of allowing the statue to remain on courthouse

grounds, where it has stood for more than 50 years.

“I figured the statue really came down to one question and it’s been asked a lot of times

to this generic ... soldier from Nelson County: ‘Why are you fighting?’” said Chuck

Amante, of Shipman. “That’s really what it’s about and no one’s going to ask that

question if we take it down.”
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Amid pandemic, Nelson County sees surge in foster care children

Nick Cropper
Oct 21, 2020

N elson County is seeing a surge of foster care children, but a lack of locally

approved foster homes leads officials to look outside the community for

housing.

As of Oct. 19, there were 29 children in the foster care system, a number Department

of Social Services manager Angie Rose said has increased over the past few years. By

comparison, Rose said there were four foster care children in the county when she

stepped into her role in 2014.

Kayla Lutes, one of two foster care workers in the county, said Nelson currently has

only one locally approved foster home, leading the department to more heavily rely on

therapeutic homes for placement. Lutes said many of these agencies are outside of the

county, which takes children not only away from their families, but from their

community and school as well.

Lutes added since she joined the agency in 2019, Nelson County has gained 16 new

foster children. She attributed this spike in foster children seen in Nelson County to

the larger “opioid pandemic” that is happening nationwide. Lutes said she didn’t feel

the COVID-19 pandemic has played a significant role in that increase.

Rose said while having a low number of local foster homes isn’t unique to this year, the

surge in foster children has created a need for those homes.

“The way the land has changed in the type of Child Protective Services complaints, we

do have more substance abuse issues,” Rose said. She specified drugs like

methamphetamine, heroine and cocaine often cause parents to be inattentive in the
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home and require foster care workers to step in.

According to Lutes, COVID-19 has forced children to be home more and out of the eyes

of other adults that are not their immediate parents or guardians.

Schools in Nelson County first closed their doors in March by order from Gov. Ralph

Northam in response to the growing pandemic in Virginia. Since the start of the fall

semester in August, Nelson schools have been in a 100% virtual format with only a

select few being allowed in-person instruction and it will remain in that mode for at

least the remainder of the semester.

Lutes said these changes have made it so reports have not been coming in as

frequently as normal because school isn’t in session and other adults can’t interact

directly with children. Service providers such as Region 10 also have changed how they

operate because of the pandemic, she said.

Rose said because of the pandemic, the department hasn’t been able to launch some of

the recruitment efforts it has done in the past.

The department makes every effort, Lutes said, to reunite children with their biological

parents, whether those children be placed at an approved foster home, therapeutic

home or with relatives or family friends. Keeping children within the community helps

facilitate that goal.

“If we had more locally approved foster homes that were trained and really understood

that goal ... we would see a much higher number of children returning home to their

biological parents,” Lutes said.

Despite the loss of those typical recruitment efforts, Lutes said a recent post to the

Facebook group Nelson Knows generated a lot of interest. She said she plans on having

a virtual informational meeting and eventually zero in on potential foster homes.

Lutes added while families may be willing to open their homes, many have trouble

accepting that the best option for children is to go back to their parents if they are

making needed changes that can present hurdles in the process.



“If these parents get healthy and are doing what they are suppose to do it is absolutely

the best option for children to go back with their parents,” Lutes said. “It’s hard for

foster parents … to get over the initial incident that led children to come into foster

care.”


