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academic spotlight
» Meet Culpeper County High School’s 
Michelle Balerrama, A2

iNside

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

After more than eight weeks 
of state and nationwide corona-
virus lockdowns and economic 
pain, pressure grows to resume 
life as it was pre-pandemic.

But local government and 
health officials are urging resi-
dents to continue to adhere to 
quarantined conditions for the 
sake of public health.

By one measure, people in 
Culpeper County may not be 
following distancing guidelines 
very closely.

Culpeper got a ‘D’—the lowest 
in the five counties—on a “Social 
Distancing Scorecard” compiled 
on a daily basis by Unacast, an 
international tracking company 
using GPS cell phone data.

“A lot of what will impact this 
pandemic depends on how 

people can change or adjust their 
behaviors, at least in the short 
term,” said Rappahannock-Rap-
idan District Health Director Dr. 
Wade Kartchner in a recent post.

“Just as a person’s decision to 
eat healthy foods, to not smoke, 
or to not drink alcohol to excess 
leads to better health outcomes, 
so does our decision to follow 
public health advice to stay at 
home when sick, practice social 

distancing and washing hands 
during a time of pandemic,” 
Kartchner said.

One of the hardest things to do 
is change personal behavior, he 
acknowledged.

“My years as a public health 
physician have taught me that 
this is the toughest battle there is 
… especially in our society where 
we value freedoms and liberty so 

By CLINT SCHEMMER

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Prospects for a state park in Cul-
peper County have never looked so 
good.

The Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation is 
undertaking a study of the state park 
that local and state advocates have 
sought for years.

The department, which oversees 
Virginia’s state parks, is acting at the 
behest of the General Assembly and 
the Northam administration, which 
directed it to weigh the manage-
ment, “potential user activities” and 
“operation of” such a park in Cul-
peper County and report back to the 
legislature with recommendations.

The idea has been gathering 
steam since mid-2015, promoted 
by a diverse coalition of local, state 
and national groups, the Brandy 
Station & Cedar Mountain State Park 
Alliance. A feasibility study commis-
sioned by the American Battlefield 
Trust analyzed it, and was positive 
about the park’s prospects. The Cul-
peper County Board of Supervisors 
endorsed the proposal in early 2016.

The national, nonprofit trust 
and the local Brandy Station Foun-
dation own 1,195 acres on the 
Brandy Station and Cedar Mountain 

By CLINT SCHEMMER

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Culpeper’s battlefields 
boast many champions—
from knowledgeable histori-
ans to environmental groups 
to tourism professionals, 
an ever-growing network of 
supporters touts their signifi-
cance within Culpeper and 
beyond.

A diverse bunch of part-
ners have banded together 
to befriend all of Culpeper 
County’s Civil War battle-
fields, the Friends of Culpep-
er Battlefields announced 
Tuesday.

Heralding “a new era ... for 
activism and conservation 
in the region,” the new entity 
aims to serve as a unifying 
organization that supports 
battlefield-focused pres-
ervation, stewardship and 
heritage tourism across the 
historic region.

It s  gov er n i ng b oa rd 

By MEL LEONOR  
AND BRIDGET BALCH

RiCHMONd TiMES-diSPATCH

Gov. Ralph Northam 
said Monday that he is 
open to a regional ap-
proach for lifting restric-
tions on businesses as part 
of the state’s COVID-19 
recovery plan.

Nor t h a m s a id  t he 
idea has been discussed 
among business leaders 
whom the state convened 
to help advise on the plan 
for the first phase of the 
state’s reopening, which 
has not begun.

“How can we do this? Is 
being able to open certain 
regions of Virginia pos-
sible? I’m open-minded 

Culpeper, Virginia | StarExponent.com

By KATHERINE KNOTT 
AND ALLISON WRABEL

 CHARLOTT)ESviLLE dAiLy 
PROgRESS

E m p lo y e e s  a t  t h e 
University of Virginia 
Medical Center will be 
furloughed and others 
will take a 20% pay cut 
as the UVa Health Sys-
tem seeks to shore up 
its finances following a 
drastic drop in surger-
ies and clinic visits.

“Since the middle of 
March hundreds of in-

patient beds have been 
empt y (our beds a re 
usually full), surgeries 
have declined by 70%, 
and clinic visits have 
been reduced by 90%,” 
Dr. K. Craig Kent, ex-
ecutive vice president 
for health affairs, wrote 
in a memo to staff Tues-
day. “T he resu lt has 
been a fall in revenue 
for cl inica l care and 
related services that is 
producing a deficit of 
$85 million a month. 
This is a $3 million loss 

to the hea lth system 
each day.”

The medical center, 
which is a subset of the 
health system, had a 
$1.7 billion operating 
budget in f iscal year 
2020.

Medica l center of-
ficials have asked the 
state to lift a ban on all 
non-elect ive surger-
ies that is set to expire 
May 1. That ban, the 
statewide stay-at-home 

Losing $3M a day, UVa Health 
furloughs employees, cuts 
executive and physician pay

northam to consider 
regional plan for 
lifting restrictions

BOB BROWN/TiMES-diSPATCH

Gov. Northam spoke about 
state coronavirus mea-
sures at a briefing Monday

local health, government officials continue to stress cdc guidelines

Culpeper gets ‘D’ for social distancing

EMiLy JENNiNgS / CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Culpeper shoppers observe social distancing 
guidelines on a recent morning while waiting 
in line for a fabric shop to open so they can 
get supplies to make cloth face masks. See DISTANCING, Page A4

See UVA HEALTH, Page A7See NORTHAM, Page A6

Local partners form group to advocate 
for and save Culpeper battlefields

Friends of Culpeper 
Battlefields seeks 
to build on park 
alliance’s success 

BUddy SECOR/BRANdy STATiON BATTLEFiELd

Two cavalry re-enactors meet atop Fleetwood Hill on Culpeper County’s Brandy Station battlefield during an 
evening event last June. A new group has been formed to unify efforts toward creating a state park in Culpeper.

includes representatives of the 
American Battlefield Trust, the 
Brandy Station Foundation, the 
Culpeper Department of Tourism, 
the Friends of Cedar Mountain 
Battlefield, the Museum of Cul-

peper History and the Piedmont 
Environmental Council.

The friends group will build on 
the efforts of the Brandy Station 
& Cedar Mountain State Park Al-
liance, which recently succeeded 

in persuading the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly to take the first step 
toward creating a state park that 
would encompass a number of 
Civil War sites in Culpeper.

See FRIENDS, Page A7

Va. agency studying 
Potential creation of 
culPePer state Park

See PARK, Page A6
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Honor Your Graduate

122 West Spencer Street, Culpeper , VA 22701

On our special “Then & Now, Class of 2020” pages
to be published, May 15, 2020

in the Graduation sections.

in
Full Color!

All ads must be pre-paid—Pickup pictures after the section runs or if you would like
photo mailed back, please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope.

*MasterCard not accepted

Mail or bring your photo and announcement to:

Deadline is Fri., May 8!

THEN & NOW CLASS OF 2020

Congratulations!

Cynthia Childs
Daughter of . . .

Harris & Jenny Childs

2 column x 2.5” ad (actual size shown) Preschool,
High School & College Graduation Announcement
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Local
businesses
are the
heartbeat
of our
communities

Which is why we are pledging up to
$250,000 in matching marketing grants.

As the foremost leader in local news and
advertising we have worked with local

businesses during the best of times. Now, we
are honored to support local businesses
through these difficult times by matching
marketing spend for April, May and June.

Apply or learn more at Starexponent.com/grant

NEWS

to all of that, and I’d say, stay 
tuned,” Northam said Mon-
day during a briefing with 
reporters.

Calls for Northam to con-
sider lifting restrictions in 
less-affected parts of the 
state have been heard for 
weeks—even amid a lack 
of widespread testing—
given that fewer COVID-19 
cases have been reported in 
Virginia’s rural south and 
southwest.

Senate Republican leaders 
on Monday urged Northam 
to consider restrictions by re-
gion and locality, criticizing 
the reopening “blueprint” 
Northam outlined Friday, 
which does not include such 
an approach.

“By again applying a ‘one-
size-fits-all’ approach, the 
governor’s plan will make 
the people and businesses 
of Bristol and Lynchburg 
dependent upon the prog-
ress made in Arlington and 
Alexandria,” Senate Minor-
ity Leader Tommy Norment, 
R-James City, said in a state-
ment, joined by other GOP 
leaders. “It is long overdue 
for Governor Northam to 
recognize our geographic 
diversity.”

Phase one, state officials 
said Friday, will involve keep-
ing some businesses closed 
while others reopen under 
“strict safety restrictions.” 
It will include “continued 
social distancing, contin-
ued teleworking [and] face 
coverings recommended in 
public,” according to an out-
line of the plan made public 
Friday.

Northam said Monday 
that work on the phase one 
plans is ongoing, but cau-
tioned that Virginia is not 
yet ready to lift COVID-19 
restrictions, even as the 
state has seen signs of prog-
ress.

Latest numbers
COVID-19 cases and hos-

pitalizations have contin-
ued to climb as Virginia has 
ramped up its testing in the 
past week, bringing it closer 
to the target daily tests that 
experts say would be needed 
to begin reopening the state.

The Virginia Department 
of Health reported 13,535 
cumulative positive cases—
confirmed and probable—
on Monday, an increase of 
565 from the last reporting 
period, and 458 deaths (454 
confirmed and four prob-
able), which is 10 more than 
the last report, according to 
state Health Commissioner 
Norman Oliver.

Fairfax County, the most 
populous locality in the state, 
has seen the most deaths, 
topping 100 as of Monday. 
Henrico County reported the 
second most at 89.

There are 1,686 cases in 
the Richmond area: 817 in 
Henrico, 457 in Chesterfield 
County, 304 in Richmond 
and 108 in Hanover County.

The Richmond area has 
128 COVID-19 deaths: 89 in 
Henrico, 18 in Chesterfield, 
14 in Richmond and seven in 
Hanover.

State health officials have 
said there’s a lag in the re-
porting of statewide num-
bers on the VDH website. 
Figures on the website might 
not include cases or deaths 
reported by localities or local 
health districts.

There were 1,455 people 
hospitalized for COVID-19 
as of Monday, 56 more than 
the number reported Friday, 
according to the Virginia 
Hospital and Healthcare As-
sociation.

Increases in testing
Last week, from Sunday to 

Saturday, Virginia averaged 
2,892 new tests per day, up 
from an average of 1,990 the 
week before.

“We’ve come a long way,” 
Northam said at Monday’s 
briefing, crediting the task 

force he had announced the 
previous week for ramping 
up the volume of tests.

But, according to an analy-
sis by the Harvard Glob-
al Health Institute for Stat 
News, Virginia would need 
to average 4,791 daily tests as 
of May 1 to be able to safely 
begin reopening the state.

Northam’s stay-at-home 
order is in place until June.

The World Health Or-
ganization has said that 
places with adequate testing 
should see about 10% of their 
tests coming back positive. 
Cumulatively, about 17% of 
Virginia’s tests have been 
positive, according to data 
from VDH.

Virginia reported about 
4,000 new tests on both Sun-
day and Monday but was 
still one of the 31 states, along 
with the District of Colum-
bia, that the Harvard re-
searchers determined had 
not reached the number of 
daily tests necessary to begin 
relaxing restrictions in May, 
Stat News reported.

New York needed to ramp 
up testing the most, from 
about 20,000 to more than 
130,500 per day.

With wider testing, states 
can better identify and quar-
antine people who are in-
fected in order to prevent 
the spread of the virus, as 
opposed to requiring every-
one to stay at home. Experts 
say that easing restrictions 
before testing capacity is ad-
equate could result in a spike 
in COVID-19 infections, hos-
pitalizations and deaths.

Northam and other public 
officials highlighted com-
munity testing in two Rich-
mond low-income housing 
developments last week, 
which they said served as 
pilots for wider community 
testing.

“We know communities 
of color across the state are 
being hit really hard by CO-
VID-19, and we want to scale 
up testing in those commu-
nities,” Oliver said.

Northam
From Page A1

battlefields that would cre-
ate the park’s core.

The Conservation De-
partment’s study arose 
from a state budget amend-
ment proposed by Sen. 
Emmett Hanger, R-Mount 
Solon. It passed the Sen-
ate and was adopted by 
House and Senate bud-
get conferees, boosted by 
delegates’ support for a 
similar proposal by Del. Al-
fonzo Lopez, an Arlington 
Democrat who is part of the 
House leadership team. It 
was Hanger’s second con-
secutive try at inserting the 
study requirement into the 
budget.

The park idea has been 
backed for years by the 
Culpeper County Board 
of Supervisors and the 
county’s entire state legis-
lative delegation, which is 
entirely Republican. State 
Sen. Bryce Reeves and Dels. 
Michael Webert and Nick 
Freitas also went to bat 
for a park study. Similarly, 
the Virginia Association 
for Parks—an all-volun-
teer nonprofit with 4,200 
members—urged state 
officials and lawmakers to 
create the park, calling it 
“a breathtaking, positive 
opportunity for the com-
monwealth.”

This winter, Hanger’s 
language was quietly ap-
proved, and Gov. Ralph 
Northam signed it into law. 
It calls for the Conservation 
Department to report its 
findings to legislators by 
October.

Last week, when t he 
assembly met for a spe-
cial, one-day session, one 
change was made in light 

of the commonwealth’s 
coronavirus crisis. The 
report-back date was ex-
tended a year in case the 
department requires more 
time, said Mark Coombs, 
the battlefield trust’s depu-
ty director for government 
relations.

Lopez’s effort was helpful 
in getting Hanger’s lan-
guage “across the finish 
line,” Coombs said in an 
interview Tuesday. “When 
the time came for House 
con ferees to consider 
changing budget language 
in conference, it certainly 
helped demonstrate how 
much support it had re-
ceived. It showed this was 
language whose time had 
come.”

Lopez’s standalone bill 
advocating for the Culpep-
er park was passed by vari-
ous House committees, but 
ran out of time to win final 
passage as the assembly’s 
winter session sped toward 
its close, he said.

The delegate’s ef fort 
proved that support for the 
park was geographically 
and politically diverse, 
Coombs said.

The trust official said 
local advocates’ creation 
of the Friends of Culpeper 
Battlefields will ensure that 
the spirit of the park alli-

ance’s work lives on.
“As the alliance sunsets, 

the friends will take its 
place,” Coombs said.

Cu lpeper Cou nt y i s 
home to a smorgasbord of 
the American Civil War’s 
most significant and inter-
esting sites.

Its Cedar Mountain bat-
tlefield of Aug. 9, 1862, pitted 
Confederate phenomena 
Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jack-
son against newly installed 
Union Gen. John Pope, and 
saw Pope sent fleeing to-
ward Manassas. Its Brandy 
Station battlefield of June 
9, 1863, witnessed Union 
cavalry prove their mettle 
against Confederate Gen. 
J.E.B. Stuart’s troopers and 
launched Gen. Robert E. 
Lee’s fateful Gettysburg 
campaign. Near Stevens-
burg, 12,000 Union soldiers 
spent the bone-chilling 
winter of 1863-64 camped 
atop Hansbrough’s Ridge—
a Virginia Historic Land-
mark--before setting off 
on Union Gens. George 
G. Meade and Ulysses S. 
Grant’s Overland Cam-
paign toward Richmond.

All three sites have been 
preserved by the American 
Battlefield Trust, and could 
be incorporated into a state 
park.

Virginia’s state-park sup-
porters have called for cre-
ating a park in the area for a 
long while.

The Virginia Outdoors 
Plan, which guides the 
Conservation Department, 
calls for every Virginian to 
live within an hour’s drive 
of a state park. Culpeper 
County and the Central 
Piedmont, which have no 
such park, are described as 
“the hole in the donut,” park 
advocates say.

cschemmer@starexponent.com 
540/825-0773

Park
From Page A1

BUddy seCOr/aMeriCan BaTTleField TrUsT

Two 19th-century cannons 
aim at a Union position on 
Culpeper County’s Cedar 
Mountain battlefield.
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» HOMETOWN LIVING: Remembering 
the slave who joined Thomas Jefferson 
in Philly while Jefferson wrote the 
Declaration of Independence, C1

» SuNdAy pOLITIcS: President 
Trump had it in 2016, when late-
breaking news involving Hillary Clinton 
led to a possible shift in votes. B4
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By HIllEl ITalIE

ap national WritEr

NEW YORK—In the early 
summer of 1776, Thomas Jef-
ferson worked away in the 
second floor parlor of a board-
inghouse in downtown Phila-
delphia. Wielding language he 
would call “plain and firm,” 
he set down the words that 
still inspire those seeking jus-
tice and liberation, “All men 
are created equal.”

But Jefferson, among his-
tor y ’s most st ud ied men, 
didn’t travel from Virginia 
to Phi ladelphia a lone. He 
brought with him an enslaved 
teen named Robert Hemings, 
whose life and contributions 
to history—like so many of his 
status—are stories of what we 
don’t know.

Beyond being described 
as light-skinned and having 
lost the use of one hand in a 
shooting accident, little was 
written of his physical ap-
pearance—not his height or 
build or speaking voice. He 

and Jefferson are believed to 
have exchanged letters after 
he was permitted to go free 
in the 1790s, but the corre-
spondence has been lost, ac-
cording to historian Annette 
Gordon-Reed.

He was able to own prop-
erty in Richmond in his lat-
ter years, but his burial site 

remains a mystery. Although 
he was married and had two 
children, no family records 
exist beyond the 19th century.

“No descendants have come 
forward in modern times,” 
says Cinder Stanton, senior 
historian emerita at Monti-
cello whose books include 
“Those W ho Labor for My 

Happiness: Slavery at Thomas 
Jefferson’s Monticello.”

Jefferson privately agonized 
over the morality of slavery, 
even attempting in vain to 
insert an anti-slavery passage 
into the Declaration, but only 
brief ly referred to Hemings 
in his notes from that time. 
Hemings’ obscurity extends 
to popular biographies such 
as Jon Meacham’s “Thomas 
Jefferson: The Art of Power,” 
which doesn’t mention his 
presence in Philadelphia in 
1776, and to the historical site 
dedicated to the Declaration.

According to the National 
Park Service, Hemings is not 
included in the exhibit texts of 
the Declaration House, a re-
construction of the home Jef-
ferson stayed in as a guest of 
the Philadelphia bricklayer Ja-
cob Graff. The house is under 
renovation and admittedly in 
need of updating.

“The current exhibit doesn’t 
have very much to say about 
Jefferson’s being the owner of 

slaves,” says Karie Diethorn, 
the service’s chief curator for 
the Declaration House and 
others parts of Independence 
National Historical Park. “We 
want to present a more com-
prehensive and varied story 
that has traditional aspects, 
but a lso honors people we 
never heard a lot about be-
fore.”

The eldest of six children, 
Robert Hemings was born in 
1762 into bondage, contradic-
tion and entanglement. His 
father was the slave owner 
John Wayles, Thomas Jeffer-
son’s future father-in-law; his 
mother was a slave, Elizabeth 
Hem i ngs. Sa l ly Hem i ngs, 
t he enslaved woma n w it h 
w hom Jef fer son fat hered 
several children, was Robert 
Hem i ngs’  s i ster,  a nd Jef-
ferson’s future wife, Martha 
Wayles, was his half-sister. 
Rober t  Hem i ng s h i m s el f 
would become both Jeffer-
son’s in-law and his property.

Remembering the slave  
who joined Jefferson in Philly

ROBERT HEMINGS ATTENDED JEFFERSON AS HE WROTE THE DEclARATION

By HIlaRy HOlladay

orangE county rEviEW

Roy F. Young II began his 
new position as president 
and CEO of The Montpe-
lier Foundation at James 
Madison’s Montpelier on 
April 20, in the middle of 
t he pa ndem ic. Ora nge 
County’s landmark tour-
ist destination was closed 
to the public, but Young’s 
mind was wide open to all 
the possibilities around 
and ahead of him.

On a warm June after-
noon at Lewis Hall, the 
administration building 
on Montpelier’s grounds, 

Young spoke 
w i t h  h o p e 
a nd  e nt hu-
siasm of the 
2 , 7 0 0 - a c r e 
property he is 
charged with 
leading dur-
ing a time of 

u nprecedented u ncer-
tainty. The impact of the 
publ ic hea lt h cr isis on 
tourism and the overall 
economy is a paramount 
concern, but the nattily 
dressed and personable 
new president appea rs 
undaunted.

Young, 58, said he envi-

sions Montpelier not just 
as a historic site “but as 
a place of conversation” 
where artists, scholars, 
students and the general 
public can discuss and re-
spond to crucial, contem-
porary issues.

During a tumultuous 
season when “Black Lives 
Matter” is the rallying cry 
heard around the world 
and politics has become 
u ncom mon ly ug ly a nd 
divisive, Young sees Mont-
pelier as an incubator of 
ideas and artistic expres-
sion relevant to the na-
tion’s roiling present and 

the dream of its future, not 
just its endlessly compli-
cated past.

“What’s pretty clear to 
all of us is that we need 
to use Montpelier as an 
organization to access a 
better understanding of 
the Constitution and the 
questions that contempo-
rary society poses to that,” 
he said. “And so what we’re 
going to embark on is a 10-
year plan to rebrand the 
Center for the Constitu-
tion into a platform—both 
here, on site, and virtu-
a l ly—to crack open a n 
important contemporary 

question about the Consti-
tution each year.”

Young stressed that this 
new initiative will be the 
basis for much of his fund-
raising work—which in his 
first months on the job has 
taken the form of Zoom 
me e t i n g s  r a t he r  t h a n 
cross-country f lights to 
visit prospective donors.

Rather than fret over the 
unusual circumstances, 
he ha s rol led w it h t he 
changes. He said he has 
enjoyed hunkering down 
at Bassett House, the presi-
dent’s home at Montpelier. 
It’s all part of his lifelong 

immersion in history.

From Massachusetts 
to Virginia

One of four chi ldren, 
Young was born in Athol, 
Ma ss.,  a nd g rew up i n 
H i n g h a m ,  M a s s .  H i s 
mother is a retired nurse 
and his father was v ice 
president of a secu r it y 
company.

As a child, curious about 
ever y t h i ng, You ng de-
lighted in traveling around 
Massachusetts as his fa-
t her researched family 
genealogy dating to the 

Montpelier CEO invites others to weigh big questions

young II

See HEmIngS, page c4

See mOnTpElIER, page c4
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a man walks past the declaration House in philadelphia. Enslaved man Robert Hemings, who attended Thomas Jefferson when he wrote the declaration of Independence here, 
is not included in the building’s exhibits about the declaration House, a reconstruction of the home Jefferson where stayed as a guest in the summer of 1776.

people walk near the declaration House in philadelphia, where 
Thomas Jefferson drafted the declaration of Independence 
in the home of bricklayer Jacob graff.

RAPPAHANNOCK RAPIDAN COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD has a unique
opportunity for individuals that desire to serve their community.

Visit us at www.rrcsb.org to apply
or stop by our Bradford Road Office

to complete a paper application.

We are looking for energetic people that would like to teach living skills, provide housekeeping,
personal assistance & transportation services to developmentally disabled adult clients

in our group homes in Culpeper and Fauquier counties.
This position also requires evenings, weekends & holidays hours. Position pays $15.11/hr.

INSIDE: 
Valuable 

coupons!

By EMILy JENNINGS

CulPePeR STaR-exPonenT

Sporting colorful, patriotic face 
masks, Culpeper Minutemen re-
enactors observed the Fourth of 
July on Saturday with a ceremonial 
reading of the Declaration of In-
dependence in the shadow of the 
county courthouse.

Though other festivities were 
muted due to the ongoing CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the Town of 
Culpeper moved ahead with the 
longstanding tradition. About 100 
people attended the event, shaded 
by the canopy of a great oak tree 
between the courthouse and the 
county jail.

“We couldn’t hold the Car and 
Motorcycle Show or events in the 
park like we have in the past,” Cul-

peper Mayor Mike Olinger told the 
Star-Exponent in an interview. “But 
in some ways that makes this event 
all the more special.”

Pa r t of t he ceremony was a 
tribute to African Americans and 

American Indians from the Cul-
peper region who served in the 
Revolutionary War.

Researched by the Daughters 
of the American Revolution and 
Charles Jameson, president of the 
Culpeper Minutemen Chapter of 
the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion, the patriots’ brief biographies 
were discovered by studying pen-
sions and documents for more 
than 900 individuals from Virginia, 
North Carolina and Delaware.

“I’d like to begin with one of my 
heroes,” Jameson said to those as-
sembled Saturday afternoon. “Not 
from Culpeper, but one who fought 
with the Culpeper Minutemen at 
the Battle of Great Bridge.”

He described Billy Flora, listed in 

By FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Virginia’s total for CO-
VID-19 cases is 64,393, an 
increase of 658 from the 
63,735 reported Thursday, 
the Virginia Department of 
Health reported Friday.

The 64,393 cases include 
61,690 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 and 2,703 prob-
able cases. There have been 
1,845 coronavirus deaths in 
Virginia, 1,741 confirmed 
and 104 probable, an in-
crease of 29 from the 1,816 
reported Wednesday.

Probable COVID-19 cases 
are people who are symp-
tomatic with a known expo-
sure to the virus, but whose 
infection has not been con-
firmed with a positive test.

As Virginia’s overall num-
ber of positive test results 
grows, data from VDH’s web-
site shows the percentage of 
positive results from testing 
is down.

The seven-day average 
for percentage of positive 
test results was at 6.2% as 
of June 29, the most recent 

figure. That’s the same as the 
previous day’s number, and 
down from a peak of 22.2% 
on April 19.

Local officials in the health 
district have been cheered by 
the recent trends.

Culpeper County Supervi-
sors Chairman Gary Deal 
said Saturday that he was 
“very happy to see” the drop 
in the positivity rate, and 
believes the county is doing 
well in COVID-19 testing.

Among the counties in 
the health district, Culpeper 
has seen the most COVID-19 
cases.

The regional health dis-
trict’s chief was guarded in 
his latest remarks, on Thurs-
day.

“As we move to Phase 3 
of Virginia’s reopening, it 
remains to be seen how the 
pandemic will play out in 
our health district,” Dr. Wade 
Kartchner, director of the 
Rappahannock-Rapidan 
Health District. “Other states 
have seen a resurgence of 

STAR-ExPONENT STAFF REPORT

A veteran Culpeper Coun-
ty crop duster died June 18 
when the helicopter he was 
piloting struck a dove line 
and crashed in a field just 
north of Goldsboro, North 
Carolina.

The victim was Eugene 
John Kritter III, the own-
er of Kritter Cropdusting 
at Ground Rush Farm on 
Mount Pony Road near Ste-
vensburg, the North Caro-
lina Highway Patrol said.

Dove lines are thin steel 
wires suspended above 
farm fields to encourage 

doves to perch, for hunting.
The first news reports said 

the helicopter had struck a 
power line.

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration reported that 
“Gene” Kritter’s Robinson 
helicopter was spraying 
corn when it went down at 
5:23 p.m. Thursday, June 18. 
Only the pilot was on board.

Less than a week earlier, 
Kritter had turned 65 and 
celebrated his 30th wedding 
anniversary with his wife, 
Lynne.

Eugene “Gene” Kritter 
founded his crop-dusting 

company in 1992 after grad-
uating from George Mason 
University with a degree in 
biology.

Kritter is survived by his 
wife and their three daugh-
ters, Elena, Dani and Josie.

As an aerial applicator 
for the past 28 years, Gene 
served farmers in Virginia, 
Maryland, North Carolina 
and South Carolina, accord-
ing to a June 25 article in the 
National Aerial Application 
Association‘s e-newsletter.

The family plans to hold a 
memorial service for Gene 
Kritter at their 150-acre farm 

on Saturday, July 11, starting 
at 5:30 p.m.

The family asks that dona-
tions in Gene’s memory be 
made to Sisters of the Skies, a 
charity that supports minor-
ity women in the aviation 
industry. Click here to make 
an online donation or visit 
sistersoftheskies.org to learn 
more about the group’s mis-
sion.

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration investigated 
the Goldsboro accident, and 
the National Transportation 
Safety Board will determine 
its probable cause.

July 11 memorial service set for longtime pilot

Va. COVId-19 
cases up by 658;
Culpeper cases declining

See VIRuS, Page a7

Culpeper celebrates July 4th with 
historic reading, musket volley

lInDa CHubbS FoR THe STaR-exPonenT

The color guard of the Culpeper Minutemen Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution marches into the courtyard 
outside the Culpeper County Courthouse for Saturday’s ceremony marking Independence Day.

lInDa CHubbS

A historic airplane from the Com-
memorative Air Force’s Capital Wing 
gives an aerial salute to the crowd 
at the county courthouse.

TRAdITION cARRIES ON, dESpITE pANdEMIc

See JuLy 4, Page a5

By CLINT SCHEMMER 
 AND EMILy JENNINGS

CulPePeR STaR-exPonenT

An online petition urging 
Culpeper to furl a Confeder-
ate flag at a county park has 
quickly caught fire.

The petition, launched 
12 days ago by Culpeper 
resident Amy Hunter, had 
garnered 1,555 signatures as 

of Saturday night.
Add ressed to cou nt y 

Board of Supervisors Chair-
man Gary Deal, the petition 
calls for Culpeper to remove 
the Confederate battle flag 
that flies from a pole at the 
entrance to Lenn Park near 
Stevensburg.

The f lag, situated with 

1,500-plus petition 
to remove park’s 
Confederate flag

eMIlY JennInGS/STaR-exPonenT

The Confederate battle flag and u.S. flag fly in Culpeper 
County’s Lenn Park near the monument to Capt. William 
Downs Farley, a scout for Gen. J.E.B. Stuart wounded there.

See LENN PARk, Page a4
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Seth Heald will work to reduce REC member bills through cost-cutting,
efficiency, and rooftop solar programs. He’ll work to bring affordable
broadband internet to all REC members who want it, as other electric

co-ops in Virginia have already done.

Seth is qualified, competent, and pro-consumer. Seth thinks REC board
members are overpaid. He’ll work to reduce board pay by 25%.

And he’ll decline to accept 25% of pay until all board pay is reduced.
That’s more money available for our co-op to keep your power bill lower.

Learn more about Seth and his positions at
www.RepowerREC.com.

See voting instructions in your July Cooperative Living magazine. Online
voting begins July 1 at www.myrec.coop and paper vote-by-mail proxy/

ballots arrive in your mailbox in early July.

We need independent, accessible REC board members to look out for
consumers’ interests. You can reach Seth at Seth4RECboard@gmail.com.

All REC members can vote for Seth, regardless of where they live.
All voters will be entered in a drawing for valuable REC prizes.

Don’t Throw Away Your Vote!
Rappahannock Electric Co-op

Board Election Voting Begins July 1.

NEWS

the U.S. flag beside a small 
monument to Confederate 
Capt. William Downs Far-
ley, has been a sore point for 
years with some Culpeper 
residents. In 2015, Culpeper 
NAACP President Sanford 
Reaves pleaded with the 
governing board to retire 
the battle f lag, which has 
been co-opted for decades 
by the Klu Klux Klan and 
foes of the American civil 
rights movement.

“As residents and leaders 
in Culpeper County process 
and respond to racial injus-
tice in our country, now is 
the time for our county to do 
something to show a com-
mitment to diversity, unity, 
equity, and justice,” the pe-
tition states. “Remove this 
flag and let the unity begin!”

The proposal’s supporters 
say removing the flag would 
help ease racial divisions in 
Culpeper and help advance 
better relations among resi-
dents and with local govern-
ment.

The Rev. Adrian Sledge, 
pastor of MOVE Ministry in 
Culpeper and former pas-
tor at historic Shiloh Baptist 
Church, told the Star-Expo-
nent he is offended by the 
flag continuing to fly over 
the park along Mountain 
Run.

“The Confederacy lost,” 
he said. “Why f ly its f lag 
equal to the U.S. f lag, at 
the same level? One f lag 
represents unity; the other 
represents division, fighting 
to preserve slavery.”

Sledge, who served 26 
years in the U.S. Army, said 
the flag’s display on public 
property perturbs him.

Culpeper native Hortense 
Hinton-Jackson, a lifelong 
educator who has moderated 
recent community dialogues 
about race relations and his-
tory, agreed that the battle 

flag should come down.
A former administrator 

at Germanna Community 
College and Northern Vir-
ginia Community College, 
Hinton-Jackson said the flag 
sends the wrong message if 
displayed in a public place.

“W hen you celebrate 
somet hing—a f lag or a 
monument—you’re saying 
you want to remember it, 
that it is worthy of honor,” 
she said. “But the Confeder-
acy was fighting to continue 
the enslavement of African 
Americans. ... The whole 
Southern economy was 
based on slavery.

“Stop trying to turn it into 
something else,” she contin-
ued. “If the South had won, 
we would still be enslaved.”

“If it’s a very public dis-
play, like in this park, then 
that’s a big statement,” 
Hinton-Jackson said of the 
Confederate battle flag at 
Lenn Park. “It says, ‘To hell 
with you and how you feel 
about it.’

“If my tax dollars are in-
volved in maintaining that 
place, I have a problem with 
that. I think most people feel 
like that, with these public 
spaces.”

A different time
Hinton-Jackson, who at-

tended a segregated high 
school in Rapidan, said 
she is encouraged by the 
hundreds of protests across 
the nation, and locally, in 
the wake of George Floyd’s 
killing in police custody in 
Minneapolis.

“I think it’s a different 
time, a different day,” she 
said. “In Culpeper, people 
are listening who have nev-
er listened before. People 
here have awakened; they 
are hearing things differ-
ently than before. Some 
eyes have been opened. ... I 
would like to think people 
are beginning to get it.”

The people who most 
need to discuss, understand 
and come to grips with such 
difficult issues are the com-
munity’s white residents, 
she said.

On Thursday, the Wash-
ington area’s NBC4 televi-
sion affiliate aired a news re-
port on the renewed dispute 
over the Confederate flag in 
Lenn Park.

The Culpeper f lag was 
first in the news in 2015, 
after a white supremacist 
murdered nine worshipers 
in their historic church in 
Charleston, South Carolina.

The Rev. Sanford Reaves, 
Jr., then president of the Cul-
peper Branch of the NAACP, 
asked the Board of Supervi-
sors that fall to remove the 
flag

He asked the supervisor 
to consider how the symbol 
makes African Americans 
feel.

“As a young boy, I was told 
when I saw someone with 
a Confederate f lag (that) 
I was to move as fast as I 
could to get away from that,” 
Reaves told the board. “If I 
go to a restaurant that flies 
a Confederate flag, I don’t 
feel welcome. As many Af-
rican Americans won’t feel 
welcome [if they saw that]. 
Some people may feel dif-
ferently, but if you haven’t 
walked in our shoes, then 
you wouldn’t understand.”

What will visitors to Cul-
peper think when they see 
the Confederate flag flying 
in a public park, he asked.

“Do they feel welcome?” 
Reaves said. “Especially 
when it comes to an African 
American, will they feel wel-

come here? Will any minor-
ity feel welcome?”

The board voted to return 
the 1,400-square-foot prop-
erty where the Confederate 
flag flies to the Lenn Broth-
ers, who gave 84 acres for the 
park to the county in 2006.

Offer rejected
But on Friday, one of the 

brothers told the Star-Expo-
nent they rejected the coun-
ty’s attempt to give them the 
plot around the memorial 
to Farley, Confederate Gen. 
J.E.B. Stuart’s scout.

“We told them we didn’t 
want anything to do with 
it,” Kaye Lenn told the Star-
Exponent. “... Since we don’t 
have the property any more, 
it wasn’t our concern any-
way. But I guess the NAACP 
has been getting all hot un-
der the collar, getting back 
in the saddle over it.”

County officials said their 
agreement with the Lenns 
to take the parkland re-
quired Culpeper to main-
tain the Confederate flag on 
the site, NBC4’s investiga-
tive team reported.

“The flag has nothing to 
do with the Stars and Bars 
that was flown by the Con-
federacy,” Lenn said in an 
interview.

Rather, he said, it marks 
the spot where Farley was 
mortally wounded and the 
ground where Confederate 
and Union forces fought on 
June 9, 1863, near Norman 
Mills Ford on Mountain 
Run at the base of Hans-
brough’s Ridge. The en-
gagement was part of the 
opening phase of the Battle 
of Brandy Station.

The online petition prais-
es Lenn Park’s many ameni-
ties.

“But Lenn Park is not 
used and enjoyed by all 
the county residents due to 
the Confederate flag that is 
proudly displayed when en-
tering the facility,” it states.

“The Confederate flag is 
not a symbol of southern 

pride but rather a symbol of 
rebellion and racism,” the 
petition concludes. “Sym-
bols of hate have no place in 
our county-run facilities. ... 
It is past time for the flag to 
come down.”

Asked Saturday about 
the Board of Supervisors’ 
attempt to give the flag site 
back to the Lenn brothers, 
board chairman Deal re-
ferred a reporter to County 
Administrator John Eger-
ston.

Courthouse 
monument?

The NBC4 team also in-
terviewed longtime Cul-
peper residents about the 
30-foot monument to Con-
federate soldiers that stands 
beside the county court-
house. Hinton-Jackson was 
among them.

“If all that you revere is the 
Confederacy, then that says 
to me you revere what the 
Confederacy stands for,” she 
told the TV team. “And that 
doesn’t stand for me. That 
stands for the enslavement 
of me.”

On Friday, Hilton-Jackson 
told the Star-Exponent that 
additional signs or plaques 
should be placed by the 
monument to further ex-
plain its history, and to put 
that in a larger, more inclu-
sive context.

Culpeper historian Len 
Cowherd, a descendant of 
a Confederate soldier, told 
NBC4 the monument rep-
resents history, not racism.

“The statue that is here 
honors the soldier who 
was dying in the trenches,” 
Cowherd said. “The statue 
doesn’t represent the brass, 
it represents the soldier.”

GOP tackles issue
At the Culpeper County 

Republican Committee’s 
July Fourth rally Saturday 
evening, two speakers tack-
led the national controversy 
over Confederate statues.

“The other day, I watched 
as Stonewall Jackson’s stat-
ue was removed,” Mike 
Dickinson of Richmond 
told attendees. “What are 
they going to put in its place? 
Perhaps a digital billboard 
that shows the illiteracy 
rate of kids in Richmond 
City Schools? How about 
the graduation rate, or how 
many of these schools actu-
ally have a PTA?”

A Virginia strip club own-
er, Dickinson has been seek-
ing the GOP nomination 
to challenge Rep. Abigail 
Spanberger for her 7th Con-
gressional District seat.

Amissville resident Blaine 
Pardoe, an author of science 
fiction and military his-
tory books, spoke at length 
on the statue issue and 
decried what he said was a 
long campaign to “destroy 
America’s self-image.”

“When people say they 
see hate or injustice in a stat-
ue, it says more about them 
and what is in their hearts 
than it does anything about 
the statue,” Pardoe said. 
“The statues say nothing; 
they are silent icons. You see 
what you want to see.”

Pastor Sledge, asked if 
other Confederate symbols 
in Culpeper should be re-
moved, said, “We need to 
have a conversation about it. 
We need a serious dialogue 
for those outdated things to 
come down.

“Many times, they want 
us to forget about slavery 
and move on,” he said. “How 
can we, when there are still 
sy mbols that represent 
slavery? The conversation 
needs to happen now, with a 
legislative process.

“I don’t believe in vandal-
izing, pulling things down,” 
Sledge concluded. “That’s 
not the personality of this 
town.”

cschemmer@starexponent.com 
540/825-0773

ejennings@starexponent.com 
540/317-2986

Lenn Park
From Page A1

EMIly JEnnInGS / STaR-EXPOnEnT

Culpeper County’s Lenn Park 
includes a playground, and 
a replica Civil War cannon 
placed by the Lenn brothers.
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by rICHmond TImeS-dISPaTCH

Filled with history and 
modern f un, t he James 
River is Richmond’s defin-
ing natural feature, its life-
blood and a focal point of 
recreation and civic life—
so much so that readers of 
Outdoor magazine named 
Richmond as Best River 
Town in America in 2012.

With nearly 2 mil lion 
visitors in a typical year, 
the James River Park Sys-
tem is t he reg ion’s top 
tourist destination, and 
w ith good reason. Out-
fitter REI once named it 
among the best river parks 
in the country, and great 
experiences abound on 
the water. There’s tubing, 
kayaking, paddling, raft-
ing and swimming – and 
on land, you can moun-
tain-bike or hike the trails.

But the James itself is a 
fascinating story. So let’s 
go beneat h t he surface 
– and above it – to learn 
more about this natural 
gem.

jamesriverpark.org and 
www.richmondgov.com/
parks

The long way
T he Ja mes is V i rg i n-

ia’s largest river, running 
roughly 350 miles from 
northern Botetourt Coun-
ty to the Chesapeake Bay. 
The James is also one of 
the longest rivers in the 
U.S. that lies within one 
state.

Its tributaries – streams 
that f low into the James 
– total more than 15,000 
miles, according to the 
James River Association, 
a conservation group. Its 
watershed – the land basin 
in which water drains into 
the James – covers about a 
fourth of the state.

Right here, 
Richmond

Shortly after landing at 
Jamestown in 1607, Cap-
tain Christopher Newport 
led a g roup of E ng l i sh 
ex plorers up t he r iver. 
But they stopped in what 
is now downtown Rich-
mond – a nd w it h good 
reason: Their vessels were 
blocked.

James River and state capital’s 
parks a top tourist destination

REX SpRingStOn/RichmOnD timES-DiSpatch

rocky potholes (also called rock pools) dot boulders amid the James river at the  
richmond area’s Pony Pasture rapids, a popular spot for wading and sunbathing.

alEXa WElch EDlUnD/RichmOnD timES-DiSpatch

mothballed navy ships are anchored in the lower James river as part of the Ghost Fleet near newport news.

DaViD BROOKE

Capt. John Smith explored the James  river.  rich-
mond’s forerunner, Henricus, was established in 1611.

VISITING RICHMOND

by TamICa Jean-CHarLeS

RichmOnD timES-DiSpatch

Alisha Hawkins and her hus-
band just wanted to renovate 
their Inner City Blues barbecue 
restaurant in Church Hill.

W hat t hey t houg ht wou ld 
be a 10-day renovation at their 
restaurant on Nine Mile Road 
quick ly turned into a three-
month skirmish filled with run-
arounds and confusion.

She was unaware of a myriad 
of issues. For example, if she 
bought new equipment, she 
would have to change the gas 
lines and that would require 
obtaining a new permit from 
the city.

While the renovation was a 
learning experience, Hawkins 

quickly realized she didn’t want 
to go through a similar battle 
again – and that she wants to 
help others.

One step she took: She joined 
the Jackson Ward Collective.

“Now that I’m in this group, 
I’m hopi ng t hat I ca n sha re 
those experiences with the next 
person that’s going through my 
same walk and don’t have those 
same experiences,” Hawkins 
said.

The Jackson Ward Collective 
aspires to guide Black entre-
preneurs so they won’t endure 
similar, or worse, situations 
like Hawkins. The idea for the 
members-only group is to con-
nect Black business owners with 
each other to provide resources, 

including helping with running 
and growing a business and of-
fering important services such 
as legal or sponsorship services.

Three Black business wom-
en—Rasheeda Creighton, Kelli 
L emon a nd Melody Shor t—
spearheaded the initiative after 
noting a gap in terms of support 
for Black entrepreneurs in their 
own ventures.

Creighton is the founder and 
CEO of 3Fifty Group, a business 
consulting company. A former 
Capital One employee, Creigh-
ton is t he for mer execut ive 
director of the 1717 Innovation 
Center in Shockoe Bottom that 
supports startups and the entre-
preneurial community.

Collective aims to help Black business owners

BOB BROWn/RichmOnD timES-DiSpatch

Founding members of the Jackson Ward Collective, a new black-centered 
business organization that aims to help black business owners in vir-
ginia’s capital.

See rIver, page c4

See oWnerS, page c5

RichmOnD timES-DiSpatch

virginia’s capital city and its rapids are seen from the James river.

p. KEVin mORlEY/RichmOnD timES-DiSpatch

a blue catfish is pulled from the James river near 
historic deep bottom Park in Henrico County, near richmond.
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By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

A boutique grape farm 
located in the heart of Madi-
son County’s picturesque 
Hebron Valley will invest 
more than $2.3 million to 
build a wine production 
facility and tasting room, as 
well as event space.

Revalation Vineyards, 
near Haywood north of the 
town of Madison, will cre-
ate five new jobs with the 
expansion and purchase 

nearly 60 tons of Virginia-
grown grapes over the next 
three years, Gov. Ralph 
Nor t ha m a n nou nc e d 
Thursday.

The project will receive 
a $25,000 grant through 
the governor’s Agriculture 
and Forestry Industries 
Development Fund and a 
local match approved by 
Madison County.

“This expansion is a 
great win for Virginia’s 

By CLINT SCHEMMER

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

No culture warrior, Rep. 
Abigail Spanberger calls 
herself a “passionate prag-
matist” and takes pride in 
getting stuff done.

In her first term, the 7th 
Congressional District 
Democrat has introduced 15 
pieces of legislation, of which 

20—or 80 percent—were 
bipartisan. Eight passed the 
House, and three bills that 
Spanberger sponsored were 
signed into law by President 
Donald Trump.

But now she is fighting 
for a second shot in what, 
until she appeared in 2018, 
had long been a Republican 

By EMILy JENNINGS

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Del. Nick Freitas’s fight 
against Rep. Abigail Span-
berger, D-7th, has reaped 
national notice in 2020’s di-
visive election year. The Re-
publican state delegate aims 
to return the 7th Congres-
sional District’s seat back to 
its more conservative roots.

“When you look at what’s 
going on in cities across 
America right now, I think 
people are having a lot of 
concern about what Demo-
cratic leadership in Wash-
ington, D.C., would look 
like,” the Republican state 
delegate told the Culpeper 
Star-Exponent.

DOUG JOHNSON / CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Reenactors from various periods in military 
history converged on Cedar Mountain Battle-
field during Saturday’s “Soldiers of Virginia” 
event. Military life in Virginia from 1607 
(photo, right), through the 17oos (photo, left) 
up until World War II was represented, with 
reenactors from seven different units bran-
dishing clothing, arms and equipment that 
were all historically accurate for the periods 
they were representing.

Through firing demonstrations, and stories, 
soldiers shared what military life was like 

during their historic era. The event was put 
together by Friends of Cedar Mountain Battle-
field, a community-based nonprofit organi-
zation ‘dedicated to working cooperatively 
with landowners and local citizens to protect, 
restore, maintain, manage, interpret, and pro-
mote public awareness of the Cedar Mountain 
Civil War Battlefield and vicinity in Culpeper 
County, Virginia.’ 

Look for more information and photos from 
the event in the Star-Exponent later this week 
and on starexponent.com. 

Madison’s Revalation 
Vineyards investing 
$2.3M in expansion

REVALATION VINEYARDS

Hebron Valley views at Revalation Vineyards in Madison 
County.

Cedar Mountain shows soldiers, weapons across time

People are tired of 
division and anger

SUZANNE CARR ROSSI

Congresswoman Abigail Spanberger speaks to constituents 
at an early-voting site in Spotsylvania on Saturday, Oct. 24.

reassert good 
republican values

SpANbERGER

ELECTION 2020, 7TH dISTRICT

fREITAS

See VINEyARDS, Page A4

See SPANBERGER, Page See FREITAS, Page A4

LINDA CHUbbS / FOR CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Del. Nick Freitas speaks to supporters in Culpeper Saturday. 
Republican Del. Kirk Cox, former Va. House speaker, listens.

By EMILy JENNINGS AND 
CLINT SCHEMMER

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

With 250,000 ballots 
already cast as of Satur-
day morning in Virgin-
ia’s 7th Congressional 
District contest, Rep. 
Abigail Spanberger and 
Del. Nick Freitas spent 
the last day of early vot-
ing campaigning in dif-
ferent spots across the 
district.

On Saturday morn-
i n g ,  F r e i t a s  c a m -
paigned in Chesterfield 
Cou nt y—pa r t of t he 
vote-r ich R ich mond 
subu rbs ne a r Spa n-
berger’s home in Hen-
rico County—outside 
L a P rade L ibra r y,  a n 
early-voting location.

A caravan of Freitas 
and Trump supporters 

in 250 vehicles sport-
ing American flags and 
campaign signs on Sat-
urday journeyed from 
Not toway Cou nt y to 
Culpeper as the Repub-
lican challenger spoke 
at locations along the 
way.

More than 300 people 
came to a rally Saturday 
evening outside Buffalo 
Wild Wings on Nalles 
Mill Road in Culpeper, 
at which the GOP state 
delegate spoke to his 
supporters.

“As you go forward, 
hold your head up high 
for preserving the truth, 
for what you represent 
when you stand up and 
defend the right,” Frei-
tas told his supporters. 
“Because if we do that, 
we will always be the 
k ind of cou nt r y t hat 
produces the men and 
women that are ready 
to get up and fight, that 
can give everything to 

Freitas, Spanberger 
campaign on last 
day of early voting
election 2020 
abC’s for voting in 
Culpeper County

See POLLING, Page A5
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$350 Off
Every Window1
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Call to book your virtual or in-home appointment.

November
Give-Back
Window & Door
Sale!
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e
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virtual

appointments,
too!

®

Pay nothing for
18Months1

And know that we’ve adjusted our operations to serve you in the safest way possible.

FREE
Entry Door

with qualifying minimum
purchase*

$800 Off
atio Door1

And kno

$800 O
Every Patio Door

350 Off

ends11/30!
Now offering

appointments,

NEWS

district. Spanberger and 
state Del. Nick Freitas, R-Cul-
peper, are battling to see who 
will represent the sprawling 
10-county district of more 
than 802,000 people.

Highly competitive 
Their race has generated 

the kind of interest, intensity 
and expense normally seen 
in a national-caliber contest. 
As of Oct. 14, Spanberger had 
raised $7.9 million to Freitas’ 
$3.17 million. The Cook Polit-
ical Report rates the contest a 
Democratic toss-up.

Both national parties are 
investing heavily as Repub-
licans try to regain ground 
and Democrats hope Span-
berger can hold onto the seat 
she wrested from tea party 
favorite Dave Brat in the 2018 
midterm elections. It was the 
first time in 50 years that a 
Democrat won the seat.

“There’s a lot of fiery rheto-
ric, but I’m just working 
hard,” Spanberger told the 
Star-Exponent in a swing 
through Culpeper last week. 
“(Freitas) can keep his rheto-
ric, and I will proudly stand 
by my record. I think that’s 
what will, at the end of the 
day, drive voters in their 
decision-making—because 
it’s about what we’re actually 
delivering.”

“Talking about things, giv-
ing speeches and podcasts 
and all the rest, that’s not gov-
erning,” she said of her op-
ponent. “Governing’s hard. 
Building coalitions, when 
you disagree with people, 
is hard. But that’s how you 
actually do things and get 
things done.”

Bipartisan efforts
As in her first race, Span-

berger pledged to reach 
across the aisle on issues that 
most matter to 7th District 
residents such as lowering 
prescription drug prices, 
getting broadband internet 
access to more homes, deliv-
ering COVID-19 relief to the 
7th District, and bolstering 
border security.

She worked with Repub-
licans to make drug pricing 
more transparent and rein in 
pharmacy benefit managers, 
who control three-quarters 
of the nation’s drug sup-
ply. The bill passed the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
403-0.

“This is the top issue that 
matters to everybody. If you 
can’t afford your prescription 
drugs, it changes the way 
people live their lives,” she 
said. “I’ve heard stories not 
just from the people who are 
impacted by prices, but from 
pharmacists who are dealing 
face to face with families who 
can’t pay their bills or buy 
their medication.”

Helping business
In the House, Spanberger 

helped pass a massive trade 
deal, the United States-Mex-
ico-Canada Agreement, that 
President Trump signed last 
December.

Trump also signed into 
law Spanberger’s bill to com-
bat foreign hacking via 5G 
technology of Americans 
and U.S. businesses. That 
cellphone technology is im-
portant to America’s ability 
to compete globally, she said.

On border security, she led 
an effort with Rep. Will Hurd, 
R-Texas, to use intelligence 
community to get at the root 
causes of migration to the 
U.S. because of insecurity 
and violence from narco and 
human trafficking.

“I’ve worked on legislation 
that has become law because 
I was able to find common-
ality with people, identify a 
problem and try to work to-
ward a solution,” Spanberger 
said.

The former CIA officer and 
U.S. Postal Service investiga-
tor said she is proudest of 

collaborating with people 
across the ideological spec-
trum on important legisla-
tion.

“Working toward solu-
tions is part and parcel of 
why I joined a group called 
the Problem Solvers Cau-
cus,” Spanberger said. “We’re 
25 Democrats and 25 Repub-
licans focused aggressively 
on identifying problems and 
trying to bring a consensus 
to them.”

Independent voice
In May, asserting her in-

dependence, Spanberger 
opposed the Heroes Act, a 
$3 trillion stimulus package 
never considered in the U.S. 
Senate. She also opposed 
the House majority’s latest 
COVID-19 relief bill, calling 
it “another partisan exercise 
that will never become law.”

In September, with fellow 
Problem Solvers Caucus 
members, she unveiled a 
bipartisan “March to Com-
mon Ground” framework in 
an attempt to break the im-
passe on COVID-19 aid.

Spanberger voted against 
California Democrat Nancy 
Pelosi for speaker. She has 
sided with Pelosi 72 times on 
House votes, but with House 
Minority Leader Kevin Mc-
Carthy, a California Republi-
can, 361 times.

The Democrat chairs the 
House Agriculture Commit-
tee’s subcommittee on for-
estry and conservation, and 
serves on the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee.

She has been endorsed by 
the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce and former U.S. Sen. 
John Warner, R-Va., who 
called her “eminently quali-
fied to preserve (Virginia) 
values.”

Spanberger enjoys being 
tossed an unexpected chal-
lenge. “Frankly, if someone 
brings me a problem that I 

don’t yet know exists, that 
is an exciting day because 
it gives me a new project to 
be able to work on,” she said, 
with enthusiasm.

“If you look at my voting 
record, I have been very 
focused on making invest-
ments in rural America, in 
ensuring that farmers have 
access to capital they need, 
on issues ... vital to busi-
nesses and agriculture,” 
Spanberger said.

Fighting the virus
Amid the pandemic, her 

office has labored to help 
nursing homes hit by CO-
VID-19 and deliver helpful 
information to individuals 
and businesses about the 
virus and government aid, 
particularly the Paycheck 
Protection Program under 
the CARES Act.

On the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Trump’s go-it-alone 
approach has hurt the coun-
try’s response to the crisis, 
the Virginian said. America 
urgently needed a unified 
response, a national testing 
strategy, and utilization of 
the Defense Production Act, 
she said.

“Instead, we had a presi-
dent who didn’t show leader-
ship, who didn’t listen to sci-
entists, and made something 
as basic as a face mask—
which, while not 100 percent, 
it has clearly been shown 
protects people—a partisan 
issue, endangering people’s 
lives because they listen to 
him,” Spanberger said.

“We have to find unity 
around addressing this vi-
rus,” she concluded. “Open-
ing a business is not just an 
issue of the economy. It’s an 
issue of, ‘Are people going 
to come to it? Are people go-
ing to be safe there?’ I want 
businesses and schools and 
everything open, but I want it 
done safely.”

Addressing needs
Asked to summarize her 

first term, Spanberger said, 
“Everything that I’ve done 
has been driven by the needs 
of the district and things that 
I’ve heard directly from its 
people, whether that’s a trade 
deal or broadband internet 
or passing legislation to 
lower the cost of prescription 
drugs.”

In an interview Wednes-
day after talking with Cul-
peper residents on Main 
Street, Spanberger said Frei-
tas has voted against his con-
stituents’ interests on cap-
ping insulin prices, easing 
construction of broadband 
networks, and protecting 
children with autism or hear-
ing impairments. He has 
called the Affordable Care 
Act, which shields people 
with pre-existing conditions, 
“a cancer” designed to fail so 
supporters could replace it 
with a national government 
health-care system.

The Henrico County na-
tive, a Girl Scout leader who 
is a married mother of three, 
said she seeks middle ground 
regardless of people’s po-
litical party, and welcomes 
hearing from those who dis-
agree with her.

“I have an opponent who 
not only doesn’t work in 
any notable way to build 
coalitions or for bipartisan-
ship, but in fact frequently 
talks about the fact that he 
likes to be the only ‘no’ up 
on the board in opposition 
to something,” Spanberger 
said. “That’s not governance, 
that’s pushing an ideology.

“The people of this district, 
and I think the people of the 
United States, are tired of the 
division and the anger that 
we see at the heart of my op-
ponent’s campaign.”

cschemmer@starexponent.com 
540/825-0773

Spanberger
From Page A1

By CATHy DySON

THe Free LanCe–STar

Free cloth masks are 
available to places of wor-
ship throughout the state as 
part of the Virginia Partners 
in Prayer & Prevention Pro-
gram.

The program is part of 
the Virginia Department 
of Health’s Office of Health 
Equity and will provide 
cloth face coverings, in 
increments of 50, up to 250. 
Those requesting masks are 
asked to provide some basic 
information about the place 
of worship, its location, size 
and primary race or ethnic-
ity of the congregation. The 
application also asks how 
the masks will be distrib-
uted.

More information is 
available at the Virginia De-
partment of Health website. 
Supplies are limited but the 
program will try to fill as 
many requests as possible, 
according to the applica-
tion.

Cloth masks should be 
washed whenever they get 
dirty and at least daily, ac-
cording to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention. Masks that get wet 
or dirty from sweat, saliva, 
makeup or other liquids can 
be kept in a sealed plastic 
bag until laundering.

The CDC recommends 
washing them before they 
get moldy and notes that 
“wet masks can be hard 
to breathe through and 
are less effective than dry 
masks.”

Disposable masks should 
be thrown away after one 

use, according to the CDC.
Meanwhile, the number 

of new cases in the Rappah-
annock Area Health District 
rose by 38 on Friday—after 
two consecutive days of 
more than 50 new daily 
cases. With those additions, 
6,200 local people have test-
ed positive for COVID-19 
since March.

The total included 2,479 
cases in Spotsylvania Coun-
ty; 2,408 in Stafford County; 
594 in Fredericksburg; 435 
in Caroline County; and 284 
in King George County.

Elsewhere in the region, 
there have been 1,393 cases 
in Culpeper County; 1,114 
in Fauquier County; 419 in 
Orange County; and 348 in 
Westmoreland County.

The Fredericksburg-area 
health district’s positiv-
ity rate, which measures the 
rate of positive tests among 
all tests given, averaged 5.4 
percent for the last seven 
days, same as the state. To 
date, there have been 75,739 
tests locally, in which the 
nasal cavity is swabbed for 
evidence of an active infec-
tion.

Readers often ask what 
percentage of infected peo-
ple have recovered. The 
death rate hasn’t varied 
much since spring.

About 1.5 percent of peo-
ple who contract the virus 
die from it, which means 
98.5 percent recover. Those 
who suffered strokes or oth-
er neurological damage as a 
result of having COVID-19 
or being on a ventilator 
might say that “recovery” is 
a relative term.

Free cloth masks 
available for 
places of worship
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