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Clashes in the Capitol
» Two dozen arrested during protests 
over President Trump’s election loss. A2
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CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT STAFF REPORT

A local Second Amendment rights 
grassroots group recently provided cru-
cial transportation and volunteer labor 
for picking up needed food supplies and 
getting it where it needed to be.

Culpeper County 2A last month an-
swered a call from the Culpeper Food 
Closet to pick up cases of canned goods 
and nonperishables from the Blue Ridge 
Area Food Bank in Charlottesville.

Volunteers of all ages also helped pack 
and unpack the sizable load.

CC2A member Maggie Clear y or-
ganized the transportation caravan 
that included a massive trailer that her 
neighbor allowed to be used for picking 
up the food.

Once back in town, more than a dozen 
volunteers unloaded the supplies.

“We nearly f i l led a storage unit,” 
Cleary said.

The group also delivered a few addi-
tional boxes to the Closet on Commerce 

Street, a ministry of St. Stephen’s Epis-
copal Church.

The food storage will surely provide 

ample back-up as the Food Closet con-
tinues to support the community’s 
neediest in an unprecedented time.
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Gov. Ralph Northam on Mon-
day announced he will introduce 
and support legislation to legalize 
marijuana in Virginia.

The announcement comes as 
his administration prepares to 
release a report on the impact of 
legalizing adult-use marijuana, 
compiled with input from gov-
ernment officials, policy experts, 
hea lt hca re professiona ls a nd 
community leaders, according to 
a governor’s office release.

“It’s time to legalize marijuana 
in Virginia,” Northam said in a 
statement. “Our Commonwealth 
has an opportunity to be the first 
state in the South to take this step, 
and we will lead with a focus on 
equity, public health, and public 
safety. I look forward to working 
with the General Assembly to get 
this right.”

His administration is working 
closely with lawmakers to finalize 
legislation in advance of the 2021 
General Assembly session, the re-
lease stated.

Volunteers transport, 
deliver food for ministry

PhoTos by LINDA ChUbbs FoR ThE CULPEPER sTAR-EXPoNENT

Members of the Culpeper County 2A guns right group unload supplies for the Culpeper Food Closet recently as part of a volunteer effort.

Members of the Culpeper County 2A guns rights group load food supplies they picked up in 
Charlottesville in storage lockers of Culpeper Food Closet on a recent day.

Culpeper County 2a steps up for the Community

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER sTAR-EXPoNENT

The Culpeper County 
Pla n n i ng Com m ission 
has unanimously—and 
in short order—recom-
mended against granting 
a conditional use permit 
for the 1,000 acre Maroon 
Solar power plant project 

on rural farmland near 
Raccoon Ford.

The vote came last week 
following its first formal 
review of the $200 million 
project of Durham, N.C. 
based Strata Solar.

I n  c o m p a r i s o n ,  t h e 
cou nt y pla n n i ng com-
m ission labored ma ny 

hours, often times over the 
course of numerous meet-
ings, in its earlier review of 
several other previously-
submitted uti l it y-scale 
solar projects, scrutiniz-
ing every detail of the CUP 
applications late into the 
night.

But opposition was swift 

and clear this time around 
due to the sheer scope of 
the project, encompass-
ing a total of 1,792 acres 
of agricultural ly zoned 
land primarily formerly 
in timber production. Of 
those, developers plan to 
place solar panels on 1,000 
acres on the land majority 

owned by an out-of-state 
t imber compa ny a long 
Algonquin Trail, Raccoon 
Ford Road a nd Mou nt 
Pony Road.

The developer asserts 
t he project on clea red 
timberland will be hidden 
from view and benefit the 
county financially while 

generating clean energy, a 
major goal of the state.

Richard Dearing with 
West Virginia-based Pard-
ee Virginia Timber 2LLC, 
in written comments to 
t he c ou nt y,  u r ge d t he 
planning commission to 
approve the “unobtrusive” 

Culpeper planners deny Maroon Solar permit

Northam: 
‘It’s time 
to legalize 
marijuana 
in virginia”

FILE / bob bRoWN / RIChMoND TIMEs-DIsPATCh

Gov. Northam said in January that he 
wants to study how other states are 
dealing with marijuana legalization.

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER sTAR-EXPoNENT

October faded like so 
many autumn sunsets 
while leaving remnants 
of awa reness rega rd-
ing domestic violence 
prevention for which the 
month is annually rec-
ognized.

Local Realtor Japre-
shia Terrell-Clark helped 
shine on a light on the 
topic a l l too fa mi l ia r 
to many with a pair of 
events last month she 
titled, “The Climb,” held 

in conjunction with Ser-
vices to Abused Families 
and partners.

State Cl imb hosted 
the first intimate session 
during which four “sur-
vivor warriors” shared 
their stories as part of a 
private panel discussion 
at the venue located on 
the stage and backstage 
of the historic State The-
atre. It was the first time 
the loca l women ever 
shared their stories out 
loud in public, Terrell-
Clark said.

The women were then 

guided through mindful 
activities like medita-
t ion before receiv ing 
refreshment and infor-
mation about all the ser-
v ices of SA FE, wh ich 
prov ides support and 
resources in Culpeper, 
Fauquier, Orange, Madi-
son and Rappahannock 
counties.

Dome st ic v iolenc e 
in t he Hispanic com-
munity was discussed 
related to cultural limi-
tations on women being 

Local event helps raise domestic violence awareness

ALLIsoN bRoPhy ChAMPIoN / CULPEPER sTAR-EXPoNENT

Local realtor Japreshia Terrell-Clark organized an event in 
October, The Climb, to raise domestic violence awareness.

see SOLAR, Page A5

see CLIMB, Page A4
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559 Frost Ave #101

Warrenton, VA 20186

Cell: 540-812-5533

Office:540-349-1221

Email: Stanley.heaney@c21nm.com

Website: c21nm.com/agents/stanley-heaney

Stanley Heaney

REALTOR ®

Licensed in VA

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

Like us on Facebook

The Corner Deli

Monday-Friday 7am-8pm
Saturday 7am-3pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

100 N James Madison St.
Remington, VA

540.439.2828

Visit our website or call for details on how we can help you!

√ Water Treatment - Bacteria, Staining, Taste and/or Odor Issues
√ Water System Check Ups
√ Well Pumps & Service Line Repairs
√ Water Pressure Issues
√ Pressure Tanks & Electric Water Heaters
√ Water Sample Collection & Testing

CountryWaterSystems.com
540.825.2781A local f

amily

owned c
ompany

for

over 40 y
ears

All Workmanship
Guaranteed

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

For Complete Remodeling

Call Rick at
(540)937-5914

NO JOB TOO
BIG OR SMALL
Additions, Basements,

Bathrooms, Decks,
Drywall, Electrical,
Flooring, Kitchens,
Painting, Plumbing,
Roofing, Siding, Tile,

Window Replacements
8Celebrating Years

Best of Your Hometown

2018WINNER

Serving the Community from one location for 50 years!

FLOOR COVERINGS: Carpet, Vinyl, Tile, Laminate, Hardwood,
Ceramic, Area Rugs, Remnants, Orientals

CUSTOM WINDOW TREATMENTS: Shades, Vertical Blinds,
Drapes, Bedding, Slip Covers, Re-Upholstery

IN HOME SERVICES: Sand & Finish Hardwood, Carpet
Repairs & Restretch, Ceramic & Stone Restoration,

Subfloor Odor Removal, Contaminated Flooring Removal

Rt. 211 W. • Amissville Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm Sat. 9 am-5 pm
540-937-5500 Toll free: 1-800-870-9098 www.earlyscarpetinc.

Early’s Carpet, Inc.

Monday–Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.–2 p.m.

earlyscarpetinc.com

Flooring Specialists & More

MandyBrown4RealEstate.com
Longtime Local - Living & Working here in Culpeper

(C)540.718.2459 • (O)703.753.7910
FAX: 540.208.0923

8074 Crescent Park Dr. • Gainesville, VA 20155

Mandy Brown
REALTOR®

hannah
anderson

I am available to help your business
with all of your marketing needs.

Call me at
317-2984 or

handerson@starexponent.com

Business/Service Directory

NO
HIDDEN
FEES

Poorville Roll-Off, LLC
(540)547-2918

Dumpster rentals – 20 & 30 yd containers
- estate cleanouts -construction site
- demolition services -debris removal -next day service

Local Family Owned & Operated

NO
HIDDEN

FEES!

Commercial & Residential
• Fully Insured

Gutter Cleaning
Water furnished(hot or cold)

Fills Hot Tubs with Hot Water
All biogradeable materials used

Decks • Driveways • Parking Lots • Vinyl Siding •Sidewalks
• Aluminum • Siding • Heavy Equipment • Cedar Siding

• Shingle Rooftops

“Just ask or call . . . I wash it all”

Mike Richards Pressure Washing
( 5 4 0 ) 9 4 8 - 4 0 1 5

Grass Mowing • Mulching • Planting • Flower Beds • Fertilizing • Seeding
Hedge Trimming • Tree Trimming & Removal • Much More!

(540) 827-7300

LANDSCAPING & TREE SERVICE

Celtic
Roots Landscaping

InsuredFully
Licensed

GREAT RATES!

BEST
RATES
AROUND!

Let us earn
your business

continued from A1

project on his company’s 
land saying, “not only as a 
property rights issue,” but 
for the benefit to Culpeper 
County, creating jobs and 
revenue.

Ma roon Sola r devel-
oper Louis Iannone said 
in a statement Monday 
the company was disap-
pointed with the planning 
commission’s denial of its 
project plan.

“We heard their com-
ments and are work ing 
hard to address the issues 
raised,” he said, adding, 
“We continue to believe 
our proposed solar proj-
ect is good for Culpeper 
County.”

Many comments were 
made last Thursday night 
among planning commis-
sion members about the 
size and scale of the proj-
ect being too large and not 
in conformance with the 
county solar policy as cur-
rently written, according 
to Culpeper County Plan-
ning & Zoning Director 
Sam McLearen.

The solar policy seeks 
“an upper target” county-
w ide l i m it i ng a l l  la rge 
sola r project s to 2,400 
acres as well as a limit of 
300 acres per project and 
50 acres of land grading at 
a time.

Neighbors and history, 
conser vation and envi-
ronmental groups have 
made t hei r opposit ion 

k now n. T he proje c t  i s 
located close to the Rapi-
dan River and its sensitive 
resources and where his-

toric groups contend sig-
nificant Civil War history 
exists, arguing the solar 
project would ruin the ar-

ea’s historic “view sheds” 
around Clarks Mountain, 
the Confederate Army’s 
most significant visual ob-
servation point in the Vir-
ginia Piedmont, according 
to correspondence from 
Citizens for Responsible 
Solar, leader in the local 
solar fight.

The group submitted a 
Change.org petition op-
posing Maroon Solar with 
nearly 1,400 signatures of 
people from around the 
country and world.

Area resident Fred Reid, 
in written comments to 
the planning commission, 
emphasized wide-scale 
erosion env ironmenta l 
impacts of allowing hun-
dreds of thousands of solar 
panels to be installed on 
land formerly grown with 
trees. Timber production 
on the site 50-plus year or 
more “provided a green 
environment,” he stated, 
while limiting water run-
off and protecting animal 
habitats.

In addition, Reid said in 
his letter, area soil is noto-
riously “blackjack,” poor 
draining and comprised of 
heavy clay. Water will run 
off into area streams in 
the Rappahannock River 
watershed emptying into 
the Chesapeake Bay.

Blackjack Road resident 
Wanda Evan Mallaburn, 
in a letter to the county, 
sa id she supported t he 
solar project that will be 
located close to her house, 
one of only a few in the im-
mediate project area. The 
project is unobtrusive and 

will create jobs for the area 
and tax revenue, she said.

Mallaburn spoke in fa-
vor of the project for its 
ability to generate energy 
from the sun enough to 
power 25,000 homes.

Cou nt y pla n ner s,  i n 
rejecting Maroon Solar’s 
permit request last week, 
also noted impacts dur-
ing construction (erosion, 
traffic and noise) and that 
the project does not com-
ply with the comprehen-
sive plan, McLearen said. 
Si m i la r concer ns were 
noted in the staff report.

“T he Pla n n i ng Com-
mission made the finding 
that the applicant’s utility-
scale solar energy genera-
tion facility proposal is not 
a feature presently shown 
on t he Cou nt y ’s  Com-
prehensive Plan, that the 
subject-proposal’s general 
or approximate location, 
character and extent are 
not substantially in accord 
with the County’s Com-
prehensive Plan,” Plan-
ning Commission Chair-
man Sanford Reaves wrote 
in a letter to the Board of 
Supervisors.

The elected board will 
hold a public hearing on 
the Maroon Solar condi-
tional use permit request 
and consider the planning 
commission recommen-
dation at 7 p.m. during its 
Tuesday, Dec. 1 meeting, 
possibly in Eastern View 
High School auditorium, 
depending on pandemic 
restrictions in place.

The Planning Commis-
sion, in its denial, accord-

ing to Reaves’ letter, also 
found the project would 
affect adversely the health 
or safety of people living 
and working in the neigh-
borhood and is detrimen-
tal to the public welfare 
or injurious to property 
or improvements in the 
neighborhood.

As for another pending, 
1,000-acre uti l ity-scale 
solar project in the same 
area of Culpeper County, 
Greenwood Solar, its per-
mit expired in October 
after neighbors sued to 
the state supreme court to 
stop the project, but lost. 
The Florida-based com-
pany has asked the county 
to extend the life of the 
permit, but the Board of 
Supervisors has not acted 
on the request.

A new state law, effec-
t ive March 1, 2021, w il l 
automatically extend the 
Greenwood permit until 
July 1, 2022, according to 
McLearen, as well as other 
land use permits across 
the state due to develop-
ment delays associated 
with the pandemic. After 
that, the county planning 
commission could resume 
its site plan review of the 
project near Stevensburg.

Accord ing to Cou nt y 
Administrator John Egert-
son, once the new state law 
is effective it would super-
sede any action the Board 
of Supervisors might tak-
ing rega rding a permit 
extension request.

abrophy@starexponent.com
(540) 825-4315

Solar
From Page A1

sTraTa soLar

Example of Strata Solar site design for the Maroon Solar 
project near Raccoon Ford in southern Culpeper County.

best to minimize the ef-
fects on the viewshed.

“It comes from not a lux-
ury, but a necessity and in 
the right circumstances, 
could be a lifesaver,” Webb 
said. “I believe the benefits 
do outweigh the potential 
unsightliness.”

However, not everyone 
was convinced.

Somerset property own-
er Charlotte Tieken sub-
mitted a letter asking the 
supervisors and planning 
commission to refuse to 
approve the SUP. She said 
the tower would be an eye-
sore and questioned why a 
new tower is needed, sug-
gesting the existing towers 
be more fully utilized.

Oak Park resident Jen-
n ie Hi l l Robi nson a lso 
submitted a letter, stating 
the proposed tower would 
be out in the open along 
a scenic route and said 
there are other options to 
offer service with minimal 
disruption to the county’s 
beauty.

Ch r is Hawk w it h t he 
Piedmont Environmental 
Counci l (PEC) sa id t he 
agency understands the 
importance of increasing 
communications, but also 
raises the importance of 
protecting scenic views. 
He noted t hat t he pro-
posed locat ion is nea r 
several resources includ-
ing the Madison-Barbour 
Historic District, Rt. 231 
which is a scenic byway, 
the Rapidan River, Som-
erset Christ ian Church 
and the Journey Through 
Hallowed Ground area. 
He said the county should 
enforce a lower height, 
the use of effective paint 
colors to provide screen-
ing, and the relocation to a 
better naturally screened 
area.

Madison County resi-
dent George Hamm said 
he had offered a location 
on h is proper t y wh ich 
would be encompassed 
by trees and not on a bald 
knoll l ike the proposed 
location.

Race Ground Road resi-
dent William Rother said 
the photos the company 
had included with its ap-

plication were misleading 
and other locations that 
were offered would have 
allowed for a more mini-
mized view of the struc-
t u re. He a lso sa id new 
technologies are being de-
veloped which would uti-
lize satellites for cell phone 
communications, making 
cell towers obsolete.

“Don’t impact the land-
scape forever for a short-
time need,” he said.

The planning commis-
sion recommended the 
SUP application for ap-
proval 8-0. Planning com-
missioner Daniel Crigler 
was absent.

D u r i ng t he boa rd of 
super v isors’ port ion of 
the public hearing, Hawk 
again reiterated that the 
county could request the 
compa ny look into ad-
ditional available sites on 
the same piece of property.

Hamm agreed, asking 
the county look at other 
areas.

“I know a lot of time and 
money has been invested 
in this, but we’ve invested 
a lot of time and money in 
our properties,” he said. 
“This will be significant. 
I’m trying to make it less 
obtrusive. I know it’s an 
issue and agree we need 
cell coverage, but you are 
going to sacrifice one of 
the prettiest areas in the 
county.”

Super v isor Cha rlotte 
Hoffman said she remem-
bers when the first tower 
came to the county, people 
were upset, but now no 
one notices it.

“This is needed,” she 
said.

Supervisor Carty Yowell 
agreed, stating the tower 
would improve safety and 
communications. He said 
t he compa ny sea rched 
two years for a location, in-
cluding evaluating a spot 
on Hamm’s property, but it 
wasn’t chosen.

Hamm requested at the 
very least, a decommis-
sioning timeline be added 
to t he SUP to ensure i f 
the tower were to become 
obsolete, it would be re-
moved within a certain 
time frame. The county’s 
zon i ng ord i na nce cu r-
rently contains a decom-
missioning clause t hat 
would apply.

Cell tower
From Page A2
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» HOMETOWN LIVING: 
Marking older Americans month, 
Aging Together recognized 
importance of local seniors. C1

» SuNdAy pOLITIcS: K-12 school 
leaders warn of ‘dark clouds’ forming 
from huge coronavirus-related budget 
cuts as layoffs, furloughs begin. A2
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By GInny BIGGS

Since John F. Kennedy 
in 1963, every president 
has issued a formal proc-
lamation for the month of 
May asking that the nation 
pay tribute in some way 
to older persons in their 
communities.

Through the decades, 
the intent of Older Ameri-
cans Month has been two-
fold—to raise awareness 
for elder abuse, neglect 
and gaps in programs, and 
to promote the contribu-
tions of older citizens to 
society.

P resident Ly ndon B. 
Johnson signed the Older 
A mer ica ns Act of 1965 
into law, formally declar-
ing May as Older Ameri-
cans Month. His action 
advanced creation of the 
federal Administration on 
Aging Agency, which in-
troduced programs to help 
struggling older Ameri-
cans with such things as 
nutrition programs, trans-
portation and legal assis-
tance, and paved the way 
to passing the Medicare 
program.

In 1976, President Ger-
a l d  F o r d  p r o c l a i m e d 

Aging Together recognizes 
importance of local seniors 

aging tOgEthER

Before the COVId-19 pandemic struck, aging Together volunteers participate in a Culpeper County team meeting. aging Together advocates for seniors in the Culpeper area.

aging tOgEthER

Pam defibaugh of Lake of the Woods sews masks for the kitchen staff 
of Rappahannock-Rapidan Community Services.

aging tOgEthER

Boggs Wright volunteers to drive people to doctors’ appointments.  
It’s one of many services provided to seniors by aging Together.

MARKING OLDER AMERICANS MONTH

By ROB HEdELT

A ne c dot a l  e v idenc e 
suggests there are a num-
ber of local families with 
bot h pa rent s  w ork i ng 
on the pandemic’s front 
lines who are taking extra 
measures to keep t heir 
children safe.

C hel s e a a nd Hu nter 
Hardin, who live in Spot-
sylvania County, are one of 
those couples.

Chelsea is a nurse who’s 
been working long shifts 
with COVID-19 patients in 
the ICU at Mary Washing-
ton and Stafford hospitals. 
Hunter is a manager and 
team leader at Wegmans 
who has put in his ow n 
long hours to keep people 
fed and supplied.

Aside from facing the 
da i ly r isk posed by t he 
coronavirus, the couple is 
making another sacrifice: 
on March 16, sent their 

daughters Coralee ,9, and 
Millie, 7, to live with their 
uncle in Culpeper County, 
to keep them safe.

Sa id Hunter: “It ’s re-
ally hard not to have them 
with us, but we had to get 
them safely off to the side 
so our family doesn’t take 
collateral damage. With 
them gone, we can work 
and go hard and don’t have 
to worr y about putt ing 
them in danger by coming 
home.”

For heading out each 
day into the front lines, 
and for the family sacrifice 
that requires, the Hardins 
join our list of Hometown 
Heroes.

In nominating the cou-
ple, Ly ndsey Hi n k le of 
Fr e der ic k sbu r g not e d 
that Chelsea “has been 
caring for our area’s COV-
ID-19-positive patients,” 
while Hunter is a manager 

at our local Wegmans and 
has been working over-
time to keep the store safe 

and stocked for our area 
shoppers.”

She noted the Hardins’ 

decision to protect their 
elementary school-aged 
daughters, “who they’ve 

not been able to see for 
more than a month and a 
half.”

“They made the difficult 
decision to quarantine 
t hemselves f rom t hei r 
daughters to protect them 
... They are definitely my 
Hometown Heroes!” she 
wrote.

Chelsea said that when 
she saw her first COVID-
positive patient at Mary 
Washington Hospital, she 
knew something had to be 
done to keep her daughters 
safe. They spent a night 
w it h t heir loca l grand-
parents, but that wasn’t 
a long-term solution be-
cause the grandparents 
had health risks of their 
own.

“My wonderful brother, 
Jeremy Cha ncel lor, of-
fered to keep them and we 
said yes because we didn’t 

Couple on COVID front lines won’t risk kids’ safety

mikE mOROnES / thE FREE lancE–StaR

ICu nurse Chelsea Chancellor–Hardin and husband Hunter Hardin, a grocery manager, sent 
their two daughters to live with their uncle to minimize their risk of exposure to the  virus.

See aGInG, page c5

See HaRdInS, page c3
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By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Culpeper County medic 
a nd f i ref ig hter Wendy 
Lillie pursued a career in 
lifesaving after enduring 
a very complicated preg-
na ncy w it h her midd le 
child more than 20 years 
ago. It was the beginning 
of a lifetime of courage and 
loving care both at home 
and in the public.

“I f irst wanted to be-
come a nurse because I 
had a doctor who was real-
ly good and I felt like I was 
grasping the medical stuff 
pretty quickly,” said the 
46-year-old mom of three 
and grandmother of one.

But when Lillie took a 
r ide a long in an ambu-
lance, she changed course, 
pursuing instead a emer-
gency medical technician 
EMT certification through 
Northern Virginia Com-
munity College. She start-
ed volunteering right away 
in Prince William County 
and earned firefighter cre-
dentials, and now is also 
an instructor.

Li l l ie’s contributions 
continue in her personal 
life as well.

Her two sons—12-year-
old Aaron and 23-year-old 

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

COVID-19 is excessively 
impacting the Hispanic 
community in Culpeper 
County, including many 
people deemed “essential” 
g reen house, fa r m a nd 
nursery workers.

Advocates say economic 
necessity and fear as well 
as lack of testing and access 
to healthcare is driving the 
rise in serious, and some-
times, deadly cases among 
local Spanish speakers.

“We need tests and we 
need to give priorit y to 
these essential workers 
and it needs to be done 
now—it cannot wait an-
other week,” said 20-year 
Culpeper resident, Yanet 
Garcia, who is Latina, a U.S. 
citizen, a small business-
woman and an activist for 
the local Hispanic com-
munity.

“Government officials 
need to ta ke cha rge … 
there is no action at the end 
of the meeting and no plan. 
I’ve been on those calls for 
the past three weeks, and 
still no action,” she said, re-
ferring to public-accessible 

town and county meetings 
she has been observing 
virtually and watching on 
Culpeper Media Network.

She said two Hispanic 
men living in Culpeper, 
including a construction 
worker in his 40s and a 
nursery worker in his 70s, 
have died from the novel 
coronavirus in the past 
several weeks. The illness, 
according to Garcia, has 
sickened dozens of local 
Latino people and quaran-
tined another 250 family 
members or close associ-
ates.

Most recently, a Hispan-
ic mother and Culpeper 
greenhouse worker in her 
30s, very sick in the hospi-
tal as of Friday morning, 
had died by Friday after-
noon, Garcia said.

O n  S a t u r d a y  m o r n -
ing, the Virginia Dept. of 

Culpeper’s Hispanic 
population has been 
hit hard by COVID-19
‘People are dying... 
We shop at the 
same places’

JOE MAHONEY/TIMES-DISPATCH

A medic trains the Va. Nation-
al Guard in COVID-19 testing. 
More testing is needed in 
Culpeper, officials say.

See HISPANIC, Page A5
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In America and Europe, mil-
lions rejoiced on May 8, 1945, 
when the Allies declared they 
had vanquished Nazi Germany’s 
military.

In Culpeper County on Friday, 
hundreds waved as fliers swept 
across the skies to salute the 
heroism of those who served in 
World War II and are now serv-
ing on the front lines of the U.S. 
coronavirus epidemic. The occa-
sion was the 75th anniversary of 

WWII’s Victory in Europe Day.
In tight formation, a dozen 

historic aircraft flew from 
Culpeper Regional Airport over 
downtown, Culpeper National 
Cemetery and Culpeper Medical 
Center before returning to the 
airfield. Most of their pilots were 
from the Culpeper and D.C. ar-
eas, but some came from greater 
Richmond, even Atlanta. See 
Tuesday’s Star-Exponent for the 
full story, and more photos.

pilots rev up for culpeper flyover

Medic mom cares for 
community and her kids 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Culpeper County medic Wendy Lillie (right) holds her granddaughter, Maddison. At left are 
Lillie’s children, Brennan, in the wheelchair, Aaron and daughter, Aspen.See MEDIC, Page A4

By CLARK B. HALL

Depa r t i ng Cu lpeper 
Count y w ith the Union 
a r m y on M a y 4, 
1864, nurse Cornelia 
Hancock remarked, 
“ W h at  m a g n i f i-
cent residences will 
rear their heads in 
these hills after the 
sounds of war ceas-
es!”

H e r  f o r w a r d -
looking optimism likely 
wasn’t shared by local resi-
dents. No county in the 
country suffered more dev-
astation from the American 
Civil War than Culpeper.

Seven months earlier, 
when the Confederacy’s 
Army of Northern Virginia 
withdrew into Culpeper, 
Gen. Robert E. Lee observed 
its people’s desperate, starv-
ing plight.

On Nov. 6, Lee wrote Vir-
ginia’s governor, saying, “I 
find there is great suffering 

among the people 
… for want of the 
necessities of life.”

“ T h e  f a r m s 
and gardens have 
b e e n  r o b b e d , 
stock a nd hogs 
killed, and these 
outrages commit-
ted, I am sorry to 

say by our own army … as 
well as the Federals,” he 
added.

Lee asked the governor 
to “forward such supplies 
of flour and meat as can be 
obtained to Culpeper Court 
House.”

Union forces defeated Lee 
and his army at Rappahan-
nock Station on Nov. 7, 1863, 
and the Confederates with-
drew south across the Rapi-

dan on Nov. 8. Following 
closely, the Union’s Army of 
the Potomac, about 100,000 
soldiers, advanced across 
the Rappahannock River.

For the next six months, 
the “heel of the invader” 
obliterated much of that 
which remained of Culpep-
er County, Virginia.

After three years of all-out 
conflict, Culpeper’s popula-
tion dropped to fewer than 
10,000 people in late 1863, 
with those remaining about 
evenly divided between 
black and white inhabitants.

Consider, please: There 
are today about 52,000 in-
habitants of Culpeper Coun-
ty. The reader is urged to 
gauge how he or she might 
react if more than 100,000 
soldiers (with guns) showed 
up at sunrise tomorrow and 

a look back at May 1864: 
Culpeper ‘trodden with war’

See OVERLAND, Page A6

CLARK 
HALL



Sunday, May 10, 2020 A5

Hea lt h reported a f i f t h 
death from COVID-19 in 
Culpeper, one more than 
previously reported. The 
scope of problem is not be-
ing prioritized by those in 
power “looking down” on 
the minority population, 
Garcia said.

“I a lmost feel l ike we 
are in this boat alone,” she 
said. “It’s save yourself—
because there is nothing 
out there for them.”

Health District 
outreach

Ac c ord i ng to  publ ic 
health officials, 68 percent 
of COVID-19 positive cases 
i n t he Rappa ha n nock-
Rapidan Health District 
are Hispanic or Latino. 
This data covers Culpeper, 
Fauquier, Madison, Or-
ange and Rappahannock 
counties, said April Achter, 
RRHD population health 
coordinator.

“As we learn more about 
the demographics of those 
a f fected by COV ID-19, 
preliminary results sug-
gest communities of color 
are disproportionately im-
pacted,” she said. “We are 
observing the same in our 
community, as many oth-
ers with a sizable Hispanic 
population.”

Achter said the situa-
tion is heart-wrenching, 
and highlights social and 
economic factors in which 
groups of people live in 
close proximity in small 
residences. It also points 
to cond it ions compel-
ling members of the His-
panic population to con-
tinue to work contrary to 
guidelines for isolation and 
quarantine.

“Household spread is an 
important driver of this 
pandemic,” she said, not-
ing public health recom-
mendations are difficult to 
implement in close quar-
ters.

According to Achter, the 
Health District, based in 
Warrenton, is increasing 
outreach to at-risk com-
munities through educa-
tion, testing and other re-
sources. She said outreach 
to the Hispanic commu-
nity has always been part 
of RRHD’s communication 
plan.

It began March 24, when 
she and Health Dr. Wade 
Kartchner participated in 
a COVID-19 virtual town 
hall held in English and 
Spanish. Kartchner took 
pa r t in a Spa n ish-on ly 
town hall on April 14 and 
the health district made 
its first Facebook post on 
April 11.

Recent ly, RRHD resi-
dents received a letter from 
the RRHD—in English and 
Spanish—with informa-
tion about the highly con-
tagious novel coronavirus.

“WE ALL HAVE A ROLE 
TO PLAY,” the mailer states, 
listing “seven steps to pro-
tect your friends, family 
and community”—Stay at 
least six feet away from oth-
ers, wash your hands and 
avoid touching your face, 
stay at home as much as 
possible, wear a cloth face 
mask when around other 
people, cover your coughs 
and sneezes, clean and dis-

infect high-touch surfaces 
and self-isolate if you are 
sick.”

“The mailer that every 
mailbox received last week 
was the culmination of a 
project that takes time to 
idea, message, translate, 
print, and mail,” Achter 
said. “A local Hispanic phy-
sician recorded a message 
that aired on Univision 
and is also available on the 
Rappahannock-Rapidan 
Health District Facebook 
page.”

Human suffering
Garcia and other local 

advocates, including long-
time health department 
professional Marilyn Dun-
phy, have been seeing the 
spread in the local Hispan-
ic community for about a 
month.

Garcia said when she 
learned of the first nursery 
greenhouse worker who 
got sick, “I knew it was just 
going to run like wildfire.” 
She est i mated close to 
1,000 people work in six 
Culpeper County-area in-
door growing centers.

It’s typical to see 30 or 40 
people standing in a line 
next to each other at their 
work, spaced about a foot 
apart, Garcia said. Until 
recently, workers did not 
have masks.

“Ever y week, we have 
had people sick,” she said.

Yet getting testing for 
t hese ag r icu ltura l em-
ployees has been nearly 
impossible, Garcia said. 
Those without a note from 
a doctor stating their ill-
ness have to work for fear 
of losing their job. Many 
nursery workers don’t have 
access to primary health-
care and can’t get a referral 
for a COVID-19 test.

Garcia said the health 
department should have 
sent out its flyer in Spanish 
a month and a half ago and 
that the crisis has moved 
beyond the information 
stage. As of Friday, she had 
not received the notice at 
her home.

The man who died last 
weekend died alone in Cul-
peper, with all of his family 
back in Mexico, she said. 
He worked in construction, 
another industry where 
COVID has spread, accord-
ing to Garcia.

Empowering Culpeper 
has been providing USDA 
food to deliver to the many 
Hispanic households in 
quarantine. Garcia said 
she has delivered supplies 
to 22 families so far with 
support also from the local 
Hispanic faith community 
and Culpeper Human Ser-
vices.

Dunphy said the crite-
ria for testing and lack of 
testing is a major prob-
lem making the outbreak 
worse. She said people are 
being faced with a tough 
decision—go to work and 
risk getting sick to be able 
to feed their family, or stay 
home, self-isolate and lose 
their job.

“If they can’t show their 
test result, they w il l be 
fired. It puts them in a huge 
predicament,” she said.

A lot of Spanish-speak-
ing im m ig ra nts do not 
have doctors because they 
are fearful, Dunphy said. 
“The problem is so multi-
faceted for this commu-
nity. It has to do with exclu-

sion. When you live in fear, 
you will not go out of your 
way to look for services that 
you don’t absolutely need,” 
she said.

Dunphy sa id t here is 
help in the communit y 
for Hispa n ics t h roug h 
the hospital or free clinic. 
C om mu n it y  mem b er s 
may look at the local death 
rates from COVID-19 and 
think it’s not that serious, 
she said.

“They don’t see the peo-
ple in the hospital for weeks 
and weeks on a ventila-
tor or transferred to UVA 
just to keep t hem a l ive 
and hope they get better,” 
Dunphy said. “The human 
suffering is just incredible.”

Garcia said the people 
pushing to reopen Culpep-
er businesses and govern-
ment are not considering 
the Hispanic community.

“They don’t see the suf-
fering behind the thing of 
opening Culpeper … peo-
ple are dying and you want 
to open Culpeper, that is so 
small. We shop at the same 
places,” Garcia said.

Coordinated  
testing, fear factor

It was Culpeper Medi-
cal Center Director Donna 
Staton who first mentioned 
the local Hispanic health 
crisis in a public setting, 
during Tuesday’s Culpeper 
County Board of Supervi-
sors meeting.

She said communica-
tion, and being able to pen-
etrate this target popula-
tion, has been “a challenge 
because of the fear factor of 
residents stepping forward 
for treatment and testing.”

Staton said the hospital 
had been work ing w ith 
t he hea lt h depa r t ment 
to distribute literature in 
Spanish. She also said the 
hospital was working with 
town police to coordinate 
“some targeted visits” by 
officers in plain clothes to 
an identified eight or 10 
locations for outreach.

“We need to expand test-
ing capability for them,” 
Staton said, noting the hos-
pital was working with the 
University of Virginia to do 
that. “We don’t have all the 
answers today, but it is very 
much at the forefront of our 
mind.”

She confirmed “some 
problematic employers” 
who employ a large portion 
of Hispanic workers who 
are not obser ving safe-
guards necessary to keep 
COVID-19 from spreading. 
Staton said she hoped the 
hospital could “exert some 
influence over them” and 
that they were working to 
coordinate visits to local 
nurseries to provide free 
testing for their workforce.

Culpeper County Emer-
gency Services Director 
Bill Ooten said several local 
corporations are threaten-
ing their employees, that 
if they get sick and don’t 
come to work, they won’t 
have a job anymore.

To stem si m i la r out-
brea ks in state poultr y 
plants, the VDH and Na-
tional Guard have been do-
ing “point prevalent test-
ing” in addressing entire 
workplaces, he added. Oo-
ten said that method could 
possibly be employed here 
if hot spot locations can be 
positively identified.

Culpeper County Sheriff 

Scott Jenkins said he is 
aware of the hotspots.

“O u r loc a l  H i spa n ic 
communit y has hugely 
been impacted by this vi-
rus. There are hundreds of 
them that have not tested 
positive simply because 
they could not get tested,” 
he said at Tuesday’s meet-
ing. “They’re living eight, 
10, 12 people in an apart-
ment or trailer and they 
have one or two people 
who tested positive and 
they won’t run tests on 
the other people who are 
symptomatic. That’s where 
we are, we don’t have the 
supply, the supply chain is 
broken.”

J e n k i n s  c o n f i r m e d 
deaths in the local Hispan-
ic community that are not 
showing up in the official 
counts.

Catalpa Supervisor Paul 
Bates said, “It doesn’t seem 
like we are really getting 
the message out about the 
severity of this. This seems 
like a very concentrated 
area we need to focus on.”

He s a id he w a s c on-
cerned about other local 
minorit y communit ies 
lacking access to the inter-
net and important infor-
mation about the disease 
and where to get help.

Supervisor Tom Under-
wood, in a phone conver-
sation Saturday morning, 

said the most vulnerable 
populations should be pri-
oritized for treatment. It’s 
beyond focusing on con-
tainment, he said. As for 
greenhouse owners mak-
ing sick people work, that 
seems like bad business, 
Underwood said.

“If someone presents 
symptoms (of COVID-19), 
I would think it would be 
good for your business for 
that person to not work 
there for a while,” he said.

Local black 
community also 
impacted

The Rev. Adrian Sledge, 
former pastor at the his-
toric black congregation 
at Antioch Baptist Church 
in Culpeper, said rates of 
COV ID-19 are higher in 
African Americans due 
to common preexisting 
conditions such as diabe-
tes and high blood pres-
sure. Many minorit ies, 
he added, are blue collar 
workers without access to 
quality healthcare or sick 
leave—an issue Sledge tied 
to lower income.

As for local Hispanics, 
some may be u ndoc u-
mented and afraid to seek 
help at the hospital, he said.

“There’s some fear here, 
especially here—being in 
a red town and ICE being 
in the community,” Sledge 
said. “It’s going to make 
them think twice about 
going to the doctor or not.”

Sledge acknowledged 
higher rates of unemploy-
ment here — a s i s  hap-
pening state and nation-
wide—among minority 
populations. It’s because 
they work in jobs that can-
not telecommute—ser-
vice, maintenance, janito-
rial, agricultural.

Federal janitorial con-
tractors have seen cuts, 
Sledge said. Food service 
has been especially im-

pacted as many restau-
rants shifted to take-out 
only or closed, laying off 
employees.

Uz z i a h  H a r r i s ,  v i c e 
president of the Culpep-
er Bra nch NA ACP, sa id 
u nemploy ment a mong 
African-Americans was 
disproportionately higher 
pr ior to t he pa ndemic. 
He agreed people of color 
were still being unduly im-
pacted by COVID-19 on a 
number of levels due to lack 
of access to healthcare and 
the types of jobs they work.

“We at the NAACP know 
these disparities were al-
ready present,” Harris said. 
Unemployment among Af-
rican-Americans is twice 
t hat of u nemploy ment 
among the white popula-
tion, he said.

Mean income is also off, 
Harris said.

“ W h i t e  h o u s e h o l d s 
make $10 for every $1 made 
in an African-American 
household,” said the local 
public school educator. 
“In terms of economic du-
ress, that gets worse,” with 
COVID-19, Harris said. He 
added that black business 
owners lack equal access to 
capital and programs help-
ing other business owners.

“African-American busi-
nesses have been more vul-
nerable,” Harris said.

The Culpeper Branch 
NA ACP V ice P resident 
said he hoped all of the 
policy makers are aware of 
the greater impacts being 
faced by minority commu-
nities during this time.

“If we are all in this to-
gether, when they are cre-
ating policy they need to 
take this into consider-
ation,” Harris said. “If we 
are a l l in this together, 
we want to make sure all 
Americans make it to the 
other side.”

abrophy@starexponent.com 
540/825-4315

Hispanic
From Page A1
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An annual fiesta celebrating Hispanic culture gets under way 
on East Davis Street in Culpeper in 2016. Culpeper’s Hispanic 
population is suffering disproportionately from COVID-19.

JOE MaHOnEy/TIMES-dISPaTCH

A medic passes around a nasal swab while training members 
of the Va. National Guard in testing for COVID-19. Local offi-
cials have discussed asking for the Guard to test people here.

BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS,
EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS!

BRENCOSOLUTIONS.COM

866-827-3626

Visit us online

15030 Jats Drive
Brandy Station, VA 22714
info@brencosolutions.com

Landscaping • Construction • Maintenance
We are a Class-A General Contracting Business located in Brandy

Station - just outside of Culpeper,VA - specializing in maitenance and

remodeling services for commercial, residential, and retail customers.

Since 2013, we have managed thousands of sites nationwide,

addressing every corner of retail and commercial properties from

landscaping and snow removal, to changing out light bulbs.
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By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER

THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The number of Virginia house-
holds that identify as ALICE—As-
set Limited, Income Constrained, 
Employed—grew 8 percent between 
2007 and 2018, even as the number of 
households in poverty remained flat 
and the state’s economy improved 
under traditional measures.

According to the second major 
study of this population conducted 
by United for ALICE—a coalition of 
United Ways, corporations, nonprof-
its and foundations—29 percent of 
all households in the state earn more 
than the federal poverty level, but 
not enough to afford basic household 
necessities—housing, child care, 
food, transportation, health care and 
technology.

That amount—the ALICE thresh-
old—in Virginia is $29,580 per year 
for a single adult, $31,752 for a single 
senior and $78,528 for a family of four 
with one infant and one preschooler.

By contrast, the report estimates 
that a household stability budget—
which includes a savings category 
equal to 10 percent of a budget that 
would allow the household to weath-
er unexpected financial crises such 
as COVID-19—for a single adult is 
$53,400 per year.

For a family with two school-aged 
children, it is $113,004 and for a family 
with two children in child care, it is 
$128,784.

The new report, released Wednes-
day, is a follow-up to the first, which 
came out in 2017. At that time, 20 
percent of Virginia households lived 
below the ALICE threshold.

The number of households living 
in poverty—10 percent—has stayed 
flat, the report found.

Sarah Walsh, chief impact of-
ficer for the Rappahannock United 
Way, attributed the rising number 
of ALICE households to the fact that 
although more jobs were added to 
the economy between 2007 and 2018, 
the majority of them were hourly, not 
salaried.

The report shows that the number 
of low-wage jobs grew from 1.2 mil-
lion to 1.6 million, while the number 
of high-wage jobs fell from about 
900,000 to about 700,000.

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Governor Ralph Northam 
made an impromptu visit to 
Culpeper Wednesday to view 
the dam on Lake Pelham—
completed in 2019— near the 
height of the afternoon heat.

“I’ve learned a lot being in 
Culpeper, through Culpeper, 
around Culpeper, but I had 
never been to this lake, and it’s a 
beautiful lake … and if you had 
asked me, I wouldn’t have been 
able to tell you the population (of 
the town of Culpeper) is 18,000. 
It’s interesting,” said the Demo-

cratic governor and medical 
doctor.

It was apparently the first 
time Northam, in office for 
three years, had come to Cul-
peper to meet with local officials 
as part of any organized gather-
ing.

Around two dozen people 
from Virginia Dept. of Conser-
vation & Recreation, Culpeper 
Soil & Water Conservation, town 
administration, town coun-
cil and the governor’s office 
showed up for the understated 
visit that included a walk on the 
dam’s elevated earthen berm 
to its concert labyrinth weir 

spillway.
Everybody had on a mask as 

the temperatures reached into 
the 90s. No one shook hands.

It’s been nearly a year since 
the town dedicated $18 million 
in dam projects, including at 
254-acre Lake Pelham, man-
dated for safety to withstand 
extreme weather.

Northam said he decided to 
come to Culpeper on Wednes-
day because they were in North-
ern Virginia earlier in the day 
signing a bill and they were on 
their way back to Richmond.

“We have over a thousand 
dams (in Virginia) … and 

thought it would be a great op-
portunity to come and see. It’s a 
great example of a lot of projects 
we need to cue up across the 
commonwealth,” the governor 
said.

Northam lauded Culpeper 
for the successful dam collabo-
ration with federal, state and 
local partners and resources 
that made it safer for thousands 
of residents living downstream 
of the lake and their property 
less prone to f looding. Side 
recreational benefits of the proj-
ect included creation of Lake 

By CLINt SCHEMMER

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

The chairman of Culpeper’s 
GOP party played a significant 
role in hosting Virginia Republi-
cans’ 7th Congressional District 
convention, which chose their 
challenger to U.S. Rep. Abigail 
Spanberger on Saturday.

Marshall Keene, Culpeper 
County’s Stevensburg District 
supervisor and chair of the Cul-
peper County Republican Com-
mittee, served on the conven-
tion’s Accommodations, Rules 
and Elections Committee.

“Faced with numerous chal-
lenges with changing rules and 
regulations due to COVID-19, 
there were no templates or out-
lines that could be used to assist 
with the planning and execution 
of this event,” Keene told the Star-
Exponent.

Saturday’s “unassembled” 
convention took place in swelter-
ing heat at the state fairgrounds 
near Doswell in Caroline County, 
not far from the Kings Dominion 
theme park.

Three rounds of voting were 
needed for a majority candidate 
to be chosen by more than 2,500 

delegates from the 10 counties, 
including Culpeper and Orange, 
that comprise the 7th District.

In the last round of balloting 
at the in-person gathering at 
Meadow Event Park in Caroline 
County—birthplace of Triple 
Crown winner Secretariat—Cul-
peper County native Nick Freitas 
bested state Del. John McGuire, R-
Goochland, who won 44 percent 
of the vote.

Freitas, who has served in the 
House of Delegates since 2016, 
outlasted five challengers and re-
ceived 56 percent of the final vote.

He received 1,004 votes from 
GOP delegates in all of the dis-
trict’s 10 counties. McGuire 
received 774. On the first round, 
with 175 delegates voting, Freitas 
won 130 votes. In Round 2, he re-
ceived 124. In the third and final 
round, 127 delegates voted for the 

state delegate.
The victory by Freitas, who 

tried to win the party’s U.S. Senate 
nomination in 2018, ignites what 
will be a nationally significant 
contest with Spanberger in what 
previously had been a safely Re-
publican congressional district.

“While the democratic process 
is one that is not always smooth 
and free of ripples, the founda-
tion of our republic depends 
upon the voice of ‘we the people,’ 
and Culpeper voices were truly 
heard in choosing our nominee 
for Congress to beat Abigail 
Spanberger,” Keene said. “Over 90 
percent of the Culpeper delegates 
who showed to the convention 
voted in all three rounds. I heard 
numerous times from GOP lead-
ership that Culpeper Republicans 
are the ‘gold standard’ for others 
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Gov. Northam visits Lake 
Pelham in first visit to Culpeper

ALLISON BROPHY CHAMPION/CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Gov. Ralph Northam (center) walks with Culpeper town Manager Chris Hively (left) and Public Works Director Jim Hoy (right) during an 
impromptu visit Wednesday to the relatively new dam project on Lake Pelham in the town of Culpeper.

governor lauds collaborative effort on dam project

See DAM, Page A5

Report: More 
Virginians 
struggling to 
make ends meet

See ALICE, Page A5

Culpeper helped power Freitas to 7th District victory

JAMES VANDERBERG

Culpeper GOP Chairman Mar-
shall Keene (in blue polo shirt) 
congratulates Del. Nick Freitas, R-
Culpeper, in Caroline on Saturday.

See GOP, Page A5

By MAttHEW DALy AND  
JESSICA GRESKO

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON—The House 
has approved a bill to remove 
statues of Gen. Robert E. Lee and 
other Confederate leaders from 
the U.S. Capitol, as a reckoning 
over racial injustice continues 
after the police killing of George 
Floyd, a Black man, in Minne-
apolis.

The House vote also would 
remove a bust of Chief Justice 
Roger B. Taney, the author of the 

U.S. Supreme Court’s 1857 Dred 
Scott decision that declared 
African Americans couldn’t be 
citizens.

The bill directs the Architect of 
the Capitol to identify and even-
tually remove from Statuary 
Hall at least 10 statues honoring 
Confederate officials, including 
Lee, the Virginia who com-
manded the Confederacy’s best 
army, and Jefferson Davis, the 
Confederate president. Three 
statues honoring white suprem-
acists—including former U.S. 

Vice President John C. Calhoun 
of South Carolina—would be 
immediately removed.

“Defenders and purveyors 
of sedition, slavery, segregation 
and white supremacy have no 
place in this temple of liberty,” 
House Majority Leader Steny 
Hoyer said at a Capitol news con-
ference ahead of the House vote.

The House approved the bill 
305-113, sending it to the Repub-
lican-controlled Senate, where 
its prospects are uncertain. 
Seventy-two Republicans, in-

cluding House Minority Leader 
Kevin McCarthy of California 
and Minority Whip Steve Scal-
ise of Lousiana, joined with 232 
Democrats to support the bill.

Hoyer, a Democrat, co-spon-
sored the measure and noted 
with irony that Taney was born 
in the southern Maryland dis-
trict Hoyer represents. Hoyer 
said it was appropriate that the 
bill would replace Taney’s bust 
with another Maryland native, 
the late Supreme Court Justice 

House votes to remove Confederate statues from U.S. Capitol

J. SCOTT APPLEwHITE/ASSOCIATED PRESS

A marble bust of Chief Justice Roger taney is 
displayed in the Old Supreme Court Chamber 
of the U.S. Capitol in Washington. the House 
voted Wednesday to remove the bust of taney.See StAtUES, Page A6
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Pelham Adventures water-
craft rentals, new trails con-
necting the dense housing 
development at Lakeview 
to Yowell Meadow Park and 
another planned park near 
the spillway.

The governor called the 
partnership a model for the 
state.

“When it comes to proj-
ects like this there is just no 
way a town or even a small 
city can accommodate the 
cost. So for people to think 
outside the box and look for 
where the funding comes 
from the fed, state and lo-
cal—even the homeowner’s 
association contributed—
it’s pretty neat when you 
think about it,” Northam 
said. “You hear so much 
about, people won’t work 
together, politics being what 
it is. But this is just a great 
example, it’s a model for 
how we should do things in 
Virginia.”

Before the dam was reno-
vated, about 1,500 people 
were using town lakes on a 
regular basis for recreation – 
boating or fishing, Culpeper 
Town Manager Chris Hively 
told Northam. Those num-
bers have ballooned, he said.

Last month alone, 2,500 
watercraft (canoes, kayaks, 
paddle boats, etc.) were rent-
ed out through Lake Pelham 
Adventures, located next to 
and operated through Ole 
Country Store on Route 29.

“That’s how successful it 
is,” Hively said. “We never in 
our wildest dreams thought 
it would pay for itself. We just 
wanted enough money for 
day-to-day operations, but it 
will pay for itself in 15 years.”

Rentals are $5/hour or 
$20/day.

Deputy Director of Natu-
ral Resources Joshua Saks 
said the outdoor recreation 
component is crucial “as we 

in Virginia make big invest-
ments in resilience … we 
want to do as much of these 
kinds of projects as we pos-
sibly can.”

Northam asked if people 
fished on Lake Pelham, 
looking around for a fish-
ing pole, and Mayor Mike 
Olinger responded it’s a 
popular fishing hole. Olinger 
said he met a man last week-
end on the lake that drove 
from Scottsville in Albemar-
le County to enjoy its beauty 
and to cast a line.

Wendy Howard-Cooper, 
division director of Dam 
Safety & Floodplain Man-
agement with the Virginia 
Dept. of Conservation & 
Recreation, said about 50 
percent of the state’s 326 
“high hazard dams” need 
some sort of remediation, 
and so do about half of the 
total 2,100 dams in Virginia. 
Saving lives is the primary 
focus for projects like oc-
curred on Lake Pelham, she 
said. Howard-Cooper also 
applauded the recreational 
aspect seen in Culpeper.

“They have really done 
some great things here. 
What we’re trying to move 
toward is a full community 
approach to resilience and 
not just, let’s fix the dam,” 
she said.

Northam, asked after the 
dam tour when Culpeper 
could reopen its splash park, 
talked briefly about the state 
of COVID-19 in Virginia. Un-
der Phase Three reopening, 

pools, water parks and other 
aquatic facilities remain 
closed or their use curtailed.

“We all want to get back 
to as near normal lives as 
we can, but we just need to 
do it safely and responsibly,” 
Northam said. COVID-19 
cases trending up in eastern 
parts of the state is of partic-
ular concern at the moment, 
the governor said.

“Behavior is sometimes 
difficult to change but I think 
finally we’re seeing Virgin-
ians realize if we’re going to 
get through this, if we are 
going to put this health crisis 
behind us, we need to follow 
the guidelines. So it’s good to 
see everybody wearing their 
masks and keeping their dis-
tance, washing our hands.”

Northam said, “There’s 
always that possibility,” the 
state could move back to 
Phase Two: “We’ve got ev-
erything option wise on the 
table right now.”

Asked about the devastat-
ing impact on business of his 
executive orders, the gover-
nor said he was a small busi-
ness owner having started a 
medical practice.

“When I hear people say 
that we need to just open 
things up, send everybody 
back to school, it’s very short-
sighted. I will tell you this 
from a medical perspective, 
I have spent many a day and 
night in the emergency room 
and we are really stretching 
our healthcare providers 
thinly, we’re stretching our 

hospital capacity, our PPE … 
so I would just ask people to 
think about that when they 
say I don’t need to wear a 
mask. Think about the men 
and women working on the 
front lines, in our nursing 
homes, food manufacturing 
plants, all of these things are 
so vital and they’re putting 
their lives at risk and their 
families’ lives every day to 
serve others. So we need 
to be considerate of every-
body,” he said.

Northam said local school 
districts would continue to 
have oversight of custom-
ized reopening plans and 
that there was not one solu-
tion to meet each locality’s 
different needs. Finally, the 
governor briefly addressed 
pushback from Culpeper 
County Sheriff Scott Jen-
kins regarding gun use in 
Virginia. The local sheriff 
has said he would deputize 
thousands of civilian of-
ficers so they can keep their 
guns if the Democratic-led 
General Assembly passes an 
assault weapons ban.

The governor said he was 
aware of what Jenkins plans 
to do and that the gun mea-
sures proposed and already 
passed in Richmond are 
constitutional.

“I would just say this about 
any law enforcement, we ex-
pect them to make sure that 
people are abiding by the 
laws. We expect our law en-
forcement agents to enforce 
our laws,” Northam said.

“As a war veteran, I served 
during Desert Storm, I know 
what weapons of war do to 
human beings and we don’t 
need them in society. I grew 
up hunting, fishing and I 
encourage folks to get out 
and do that. You don’t need 
assault weapons to do that. 
We introduced that this past 
year it didn’t get passed, but 
we’ll be bringing it back in 
the session in January.”

abrophy@starexponent.com 
540/825-4315
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Gov. Ralph Northam (left) surveys Culpeper’s Lake Pelham 
from the new labyrinth weir dam during a stop Wednesday 
afternoon with around two dozen state and local officials.

At the same time, the cost 
of household essentials—
housing, child care, food, 
transportation, health care 
and a smartphone plan—
increased an average of 3.3 
percent each year between 
2007 and 2018.

The new ALICE report also 
found that Black and His-
panic households, house-
holds headed by someone 
under 25 and single-female-
headed households are more 
likely to live below the ALICE 
threshold.

Half of Hispanic house-
holds and 55 percent of Black 
households in Virginia are 
ALICE, as are 73 percent of 
young households and 76 
percent of single-female-

headed households. These 
are also the same households 
more likely to work in low-
wage, hourly jobs.

The Brookings Institute 
last year found that Black 
and Hispanic workers and 
women are over-represented 
in the low-wage workforce.

Stephanie Hoopes, na-
tional director of the ALICE 
Project, said low wages are 
“a way to keep these dichoto-
mies going,” preventing 
young families and families 
of color from being able to 
save, access good financial 
tools or build generational 
wealth.

They are also the families 
that have been left more 
vulnerable to the COVID-19 
crisis, she said.

Locally, the percent of all 
households living under 
the ALICE threshold ranges 
from a high of 54 percent in 

ALICE
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to follow.”
During the daylong con-

vention, Culpeper Coun-
ty Republican Commit-
tee E xecut ive Member 
Dewey McDonnell was elect-
ed to another term on the 
State Central Committee.

Cu lpeper com m ittee 
members volunteered on the 
convention’s Credentialing 
and Elections Committee. 
Committee Secretary Sher-
rie Settle and other members 
set up Trump re-election 
gear sales at the gathering 
and sold out of the commit-
tee’s entire inventory.

State Sen. Bryce Reeves, 
R-Spotsylvania, read the 
Republican Creed during 
the convention’s opening 
ceremonies.

“We look forward to a vic-
tory in November for Nick 
Freitas for Congress, Daniel 
Gade for U.S. Senate, and 
Donald J. Trump as president 

of The United States,” Keene 
said. “’We the people’ make a 
difference, and the 7th Con-
gressional District can be the 
catalyst that takes us there. 
Culpeper Republicans are 
more than ever motivated 
to turn out and take the 7th 
District back.”

Keene will chair the 7th 
Congressional District Un-
assembled Virginia Repub-
lican State Convention in 
Henrico on Aug. 15.

cschemmer@starexponent.com 
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In Saturday’s sweltering heat, 
Culpeper volunteer Sigour-
ney Burgos distributes Nick 
Freitas handheld fans.
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