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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Hospital administrators 
reported staffing and sup-
ply shortages that are putting 
strains on testing and treating 
people for COVID-19 while 
cases increase across Hampton 
Roads, though they said there 
are lower numbers of more seri-
ous cases that require intensive 
care or ventilator treatment. 

In a conference call July 28 
with Sen. Mark Warner, admin-

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Most areas of Western 
Tidewater and South 
Hampton Roads, along with 
Suffolk, have seen rises in 
seasonally-adjusted initial 
unemployment claims for 
the past five weeks.

The number of people fil-
ing initial claims in Suffolk 
has gone up for each of the 
past five weeks, going from 
304 people for the week end-
ing June 20, to 760 for the 
week ending July 25. It’s 
the highest number of people 

filing an initial claim in the 
city since the week ending 
April 11. 

In Franklin, the number of 
people filing initial claims 
has gone up in four of the 
past five weeks, going from 
47 for the week ending June 
20 to 148 — its second-high-
est weekly total since the 
coronavirus pandemic began 
to show its effects in the 
region in March. 

The number of people fil-
ing initial claims in Isle of 
Wight County has increased 

Hospitals report increased cases, but 
shortages in supplies, personnel

Initial unemployment 
claims on rise

FILE PHOTO 

Sentara Obici Hospital in Suffolk has similar struggles to many other hospitals in 
the region in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.

BY TRACY AGNEW
EDITOR

Suffolk residents started picking 
up the pieces on Tuesday morning 
after Hurricane Isaias left destruc-
tion in its wake, likely spawning 
at least one or two tornadoes near 

downtown.
Meredith Stielow and her fian-

cé, Bryce Monteyro, bought their 
Riverview house on Western 
Avenue in January and have already 
canceled their wedding once due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. They 
are supposed to get married next 

Saturday.
“We had fallen asleep on the 

couch,” Stielow said. “He heard the 
tornado warning, so he got up and 
looked out the window and it was 
really quiet — and then he heard a 

‘Everything else can be replaced’

Residents grateful after likely tornado 
damaged homes but took no lives

See TORNADO, 3

See DAMAGE, 3
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Mary Davies points out where the tree came from that 
caused heavy damage to her Riverview home during a likely 
tornado spawned early Tuesday by Tropical Storm Isaias.

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

3:06 a.m.
Michelle Pierce said that time 

will be stuck in her head for 
a long time, after strong winds 
from an apparent tornado in the 
early morning hours of Tuesday 
morning knocked down a large 
tree in front of the house next 
door to hers on Cedar Street 
downtown. 

Pierce, who has lived in her 
three-story at 202 Cedar St. for 
more than 15 years, said at one 

point during the storm, she had 
gone outside during a lull in 
Tropical Storm Isaias, and a 
neighbor had admonished her to 
go back into her house. 

She saw trees along her street 
bending over toward the homes 
on her side of the street, and then 
when inside as the tornado was 
overhead, the doors inside her 
home were opening and closing, 
and the home itself was shaking. 

“I keep getting goosebumps 
because I’m still shook,” Pierce 
said as she stood outside her 
home late Tuesday morning, her 

11-year-old son and 16-year-
old daughter finally asleep after 
being awake during the over-
night hours. “It got quiet and we 
just hear this noise, whoooosh.”

She and her son jumped up and 
were yelling out that there was a 
tornado, and all of her windows 
were rattling.

“You could feel it,” Pierce said, 
as she began to stomp to demon-
strate. “What in the world? The 
whole house, you could feel it.”

Her thoughts at the time?
“What are we going to do? 

We’ve got nowhere to go,” Pierce 

said. “It’s crazy. We were just so 
scared, and then it just stopped.”

The city reported two possible 
tornadoes touched down during 
the early morning hours Tuesday 
in the downtown and King’s 
Fork areas of Suffolk as part 
of Tropical Storm Isaias, with 
strong winds knocking down 
trees and power lines, while 
damaging numerous homes and 
businesses. 

 The city reported damage in 
the area from White Marsh Road 
to the King’s Fork area, with 
the Riverview and Hall Place 

neighborhoods taking the brunt 
of one, while areas of down-
town on Cedar Street near Peanut 
Park, as well as areas of down-
town along South Saratoga and 
West Washington streets, also 
sustained heavy damage from 
downed trees and strong winds. 

As of mid-morning Tuesday, 
Dominion Energy reported 
21,000 outages in Suffolk, which 
is about 83% of its customers in 
the city.

By about 3 p.m. Tuesday, there 

Widespread damage, power outages
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loud whistling noise.”
Stielow said he woke 

her up and rushed her to 
the hall bathroom, where 
they began screaming for 
their roommate. He started 
coming down the stairs just 
when the tree fell into his 
bedroom.

Stielow called her mom 
and stepdad, who live just 
down the street, and they 
came to pick them up 
while the storm still raged. 
Stielow and Monteyro took 
their two dogs, two cats 
and their birth certificates 
with them.

“Everything else can be 
replaced,” she said. L ater 
in the day, family mem-
bers were helping rescue 
bridesmaids dresses for 
their upcoming wedding 
as well as other necessities 

and mementos.
Just around the corner, 

Mary Davies and her hus-
band, Tom, suffered heavy 
damage to their home, and 
he got a gash to the face.

“The alerts woke us up, 
and I was Facetiming with 
my son when we heard it,” 
she said. “The tree came 
in the back, opened up the 
back, and that’s where the 
wind was coming from, 
so it threw him across the 
room,” she said.

A sizeable contingent of 
family and friends showed 
up to the Davieses’ home to 
help them salvage clothes 
and move furniture to a 
part of the house where 
it wouldn’t get wet, while 
Tom Davies was at the hos-
pital getting stitches.

Mary Davies said she 

was grateful she and her 
husband were OK.

“That’s the most import-
ant thing,” she said.

Residents on Culloden 
Street were among the first 
to bear the brunt of the like-
ly tornado.

“It sounded like a train,” 
said G ene A. Jones. “I came 
to the door and looked, laid 
back down and that was 
when I heard the cracking 
noise.”

The storm passed 
through the Hall Place 
neighborhood south of 
downtown, where numer-
ous trees were uprooted. 
N eighbors Z oe Meece and 
Arenia Rice described what 
it sounded like as they sur-
veyed the damage.

“It was a giant lightning,” 
Meece said, pointing to her 

other neighbor’s tree on the 
ground. “It hit his tree. I 
could hear it come down at 
the same time as this giant 
roar, like a freight train. 
Then I just started hearing 
…  transformers blowing.”

“I heard the same thing,” 
Rice said. “A woosh, and 
then I saw a flash of some-
thing, that was about it. 
It was really fast. After a 
while, when it got quiet, we 
all came outside.”

The storm apparently 
moved on to the downtown 
business district after it 
was done with Hall Place. 
The Suffolk N ews-Herald 
building sustained heavy 
damage, as did Knight 
Finance and Brandon 
House furniture nearby. 
The storm also damaged 
Suffolk Fire &  Rescue 

Station 1 before it arrived 
in Riverview.

More Riverview res-
idents like Stielow and 
Davies described taking 
shelter during the storm.

Taylor Johnson said he, 
his wife, their 2-year-old 
daughter and the dogs went 
to the basement when they 
got the alarm. He remem-
bers it being around 3:20 
a.m.

“I went back upstairs to 
grab the dogs, and when I 
did I looked out the win-
dow and saw the blue lights 
from the power lines arc-
ing,” he said. “And then I 
heard this really loud, low 
rumble and I’m like, ‘ OK, 
yeah, we definitely need to 
get down to the basement 
and get secure.’”

Stephen Rhodes had lots 

of trees down around his 
home but little damage to 
the house itself. He said he 
and his wife went down-
stairs when they got the tor-
nado warning alert. He was 
sitting on the back porch, 
and his wife was inside 
with the two dogs.

“Suddenly, I don’t know 
how to describe it, you 
could just tell something 
was coming,” he said. “I 
hopped inside, slammed 
the door, the power went 
out and it was over in what 
felt like three seconds, just 
that quick.”

Rhodes was working on 
freeing his vehicle from the 
bundle of downed trees and 
branches.

“We’re fortunate,” he 
said. “We’ve just got a 
mess.”

Tornado: National Weather Service will assess damage
Continued from page 1

Damage: Shelter closed after nobody showed up
Continued from page 1
were 15,570 Dominion 
customers in the city 
without power, with more 
than 180,000 people with-
out power among its cus-
tomers in southeastern 
Virginia as of mid-after-
noon Tuesday. With more 
than 500,000 Dominion 
customers in Virginia, 
N orth Carolina and South 
Carolina who had lost 
power through midday 
Tuesday, it said it would 
be at least several days 
before power was fully 
restored, especially in 
N orth Carolina, Hampton 
Roads, the N orthern N eck 
and Middle Peninsula. 
Community Electric 
Cooperative had reported 
about 2,200 people with-
out power, or about 67% 
of its city customers, as of 
mid-morning Tuesday. 

The city was also report-
ing multiple roads with 
downed trees and power 
lines, including Turlington 
Road, Bennetts Pasture 

Road, U .S. Route 58 east-
bound at Wilroy Road, a 
part of Route 58 west-
bound, the 4700 block of 
Whaleyville Boulevard 
and the 5500 block of 
G odwin Boulevard. City 
Public Works crews are 
working in those affect-
ed areas, and city officials 
ask that residents stay off 
of affected roadways and 
out of damaged neighbor-
hoods, as damage assess-
ments are ongoing.

Heavy damage could 
be seen to buildings 
along South Saratoga and 
West Washington streets, 
including the Brandon 
House, which sustained 
significant damage to its 
windows and roof. The 
rear of the building at 
101 S. Saratoga St. was 
blown out, and there was 
also damage to the front, 
rear and roof of the near-
by Suffolk N ews-Herald 
building. Windows to cars 
parked beside the building 

were damaged, mostly on 
their right side.

The city asked residents 
to use “extreme caution” 
when performing damage 
assessments in the after-
math of the storm. With 
the sun coming out, many 
residents ventured down-
town to get a closeup view 
of the damage.

Donald and N icole 
Perkins, who live next to 
the N ews-Herald building 
at 132 W. Washington St., 
said they heard the appar-
ent tornado come through 
around 3:13 a.m. They 
said they had three cano-
pies that were destroyed, 
but their residence did not 
sustain damage.

“I heard the alerts go off 
on our phone and I got a 
call from another tenant 
here, a friend of ours, stat-
ing the same thing, and at 
that time, things ( were)  
blowing around,” said 
Donald Perkins. “I looked 
outside and it was just a 

downpour.”
He said they received 

two different alerts on 
their phones for a tornado 
warning, waking them up, 
and then they heard what 
sounded like a tornado 
come through.

“It was very loud, yeah,” 
Donald Perkins said. 
“Even just this morning 
coming out after it had all 
passed, just opening the 
door my dog went crazy 
just hearing the wind out-
side.”

The city said damage 
assessment teams would 
be out throughout the 
day Tuesday, focusing 
on private property dam-
age. Residents are asked 
to call the Emergency 
Operations Center at 514-
4570 to report any dam-
age to private property. It 
was taking calls through 5 
p.m. Tuesday, and advised 
that people could also call 
Wednesday. beginning at 
8:30 a.m.

Several city streets will 
also remain closed indef-
initely, including West 
Washington Street at Main 
Street to Pine Street, as 
well as South Saratoga 
Street at West Washington 
Street to Smith Street. 
Detour signs are being 
placed in those areas. 
While sidewalks in sev-
eral areas are also closed, 
businesses that were not 
directly affected remain 
open. 

Cedar Hill Cemetery 
closed Tuesday and was to 
remain closed Wednesday 
so several large, downed 
trees could be removed. 

The city had opened 
an emergency shelter at 
King’s Fork High School 
early morning Tuesday, 
but by 1 p.m., it had 
closed, as no residents 
came to the shelter or 
needed assistance there, 
city officials reported. The 
Emergency Operations 
Center at Suffolk Fire and 

Rescue Station 6 was to 
transition to virtual oper-
ations at 5 p.m. Tuesday. 

The N ational Weather 
Service’s Wakefield office 
will be out at several areas 
of Western Tidewater 
and northeastern N orth 
Carolina to investi-
gate possible tornadoes, 
according to meteorolo-
gist Mike Montefusco. He 
said there was also signif-
icant damage in the G ates 
and Bertie county areas 
of northeastern N orth 
Carolina, as well as parts 
of Western Tidewater 
and into G loucester and 
Mathews counties on the 
Middle Peninsula report-
ing scattered wind dam-
age. 

“At this point we have 
not conducted those sur-
veys just yet, so those 
tornado surveys will actu-
ally be ongoing, hopeful-
ly this evening through 
the next couple of days,” 
Montefusco said. 
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Suffolk

BY TRACY AGNEW
EDITOR

“This is our Super Bowl,” 
said Andrew Molinares. “It’s 
our time to shine.”

Molinares, an operations/
construction supervisor for 
Dominion Energy, spoke 
Thursday morning standing 
on a street in the Riverview 
neighborhood of Suffolk. He 
was surrounded by a neigh-
borhood that suffered heavy 
damage from an EF1 torna-
do early Tuesday, spawned 
by Tropical Storm Isaias. 
Also crowding neighbor-
hood streets were personnel 
and equipment from multiple 
electric utilities, tree compa-
nies and more, who coalesced 
in Riverview on Thursday to 
start the process of clearing 
the remaining trees needed to 
access equipment and repair-
ing 25 broken poles and seven 
transformers.

Workers from as close by 

as N orthern Virginia and as 
far away as Oklahoma have 
been in the Hampton Roads 
area since late Tuesday and 
early Wednesday working to 
restore power.

In all, more than half a 
million Dominion custom-
ers in Virginia and N orth 
Carolina lost power thanks 
to Isaias. By the number of 
customers out of power, this 
was the 10th-worst storm in 
Dominion’s history, the com-
pany has said.

Molinares is from the 
Fairfax County area and has 
worked for Dominion since 
2001. He has responded to 
multiple storms outside of his 
own area, leaving his wife and 
son with only a few hours’ 
notice, as he did this Tuesday 
after Isaias.

“It sucks,” he said. “I don’t 
know any better way to put 
it. But they’re understanding. 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

The Western Tidewater Health 
District will be holding free 
COVID-19 testing in Smithfield, 
Franklin and Suffolk in August. 

The testing began Aug. 7 at 
Sentara BelleHarbour in N orth 
Suffolk. Eight additional testing 
events will take place over the 
course of the month. All of them 
are free, and anyone can be test-

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

The S u f f olk  News-Herald
will move to a temporary office 
building beginning Monday as 
recovery and repair efforts are 
under way at the newspaper’s 
South Saratoga Street office.

The newspaper’s home at 
130 S. Saratoga St. sustained 
heavy damage as a result of the 
EF-1 tornado that hit down-

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Margaret Babb earned the 
purple bruise she got on her 
arm, courtesy of the EF-1 tor-
nado that snapped a large tree 
in her neighbor’s yard and 
landed partly on their roof as 

well as hers. 
More than 24 hours after the 

tornado twisted above their 
downtown Cedar Street home, 
both she and her husband, 
Johnnie Babb, said they’re 
blessed to be alive. 

But they had opposite reac-
tions to their experience.

“It didn’t ever scare me,” 
Johnnie Babb said. 

“I was scared,” she said. 
“I kept calling him. And he 
said, ‘ G et down on the floor. 
G et down on the floor.’ By the 
time we got down on the floor, 

COVID-19 
testing 

scheduled

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Brandon House Furniture 
owner David Ca rter had just 
managed to get to sleep when 
his wife woke him up around 
3 a.m. Tuesday, telling him she 
thought a tornado was right 
over top of them. 

It turned out not to be the case 
— “just the wind blowing,” he 
said — but a couple of calls 
soon after let him know that 
one of the two tornadoes con-
firmed to have touched down in 
Suffolk tore apart the store he 
co-owns with his sister, Carolyn 

Wright. 
He got a call from his secu-

rity company letting him know 
of broken glass in front of the 
store at 219 W. Washington St. 
Thinking it could have been 
from Tropical Storm Isaias, 
Carter told them not to call 
police. He got another call from 
an ex-employee. That person 
heard a police report of damage 
there, and drove by to take pho-
tos and send them to Carter. 

That got Carter out of his 
house, and to the store with his 
son, Brandon around 4 a.m. 

Business will rebuild

‘This is our Super Bowl’ 

City bruised by tornadoes, but grateful

Storm cleanup continues

News-Herald
to move to 
temporary 

office
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Students in Suffolk Public 
Schools will begin the upcom-
ing school year virtually for 
the first nine weeks following 
a unanimous vote of the School 
Board Thursday. 

The board did, however, 
amend part of the plan put forth 
by Superintendent Dr. John B. 
G ordon IIII and other admin-
istrators to allow teachers to 
come into school just two days 
per week, rather than the four 
that was originally proposed.  

It also decided to phase in 
bringing in special needs stu-
dents with severe disabilities, 
rather than bringing them in 
four days per week to start the 
school year. 

Board opts 
for virtual 

start to 
school year

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

 Johnnie and Margaret Babb said they are 
thankful to be alive after a tree landed on 
their Cedar Street house during an EF1 
tornado that touched down just after 3 a.m. 
Aug. 4. 

TRACY AGNEW/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Utility workers hang an orange flag on power lines in Riverview on Thursday, sig-
naling one of the first steps in power restoration there. The orange flag means the 
operations center has been informed not to restore power to this neighborhood 
while personnel are working.

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

David Carter, who owns Brandon House Furniture with his sister Carolyn 
Wright, said he was shocked to see his store just after 4 a.m. Aug. 4, less than 
an hour after an EF1 tornado heavily damaged the store.  
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ed, whether or not they 
have symptoms. 

Dr. Todd Wagner, 
director of the Western 
Tidewater Health District, 
made the announcement at 
the Aug. 5 Suffolk City 
Council meeting. 

Those who want to be 
tested need to bring with 
them photo identification. 

The health department 
said people would receive 
results within three to four 
business days after being 
tested, and that it would 
call anyone who receives a 
positive result. 

The testing comes as the 
seven-day positivity rate 
for COVID-19 through 
Aug. 3 — the most recent 
reporting date — has spiked 
to 13.8% in the district, 
which includes Suffolk, 
Franklin, Southampton 
County and Isle of Wight 
County. Among localities 
in South Hampton Roads, 
the seven-day positivi-
ty rate has been trending 
down all but the Western 
Tidewater Health District. 
Portsmouth’s 7-day posi-
tivity rate is 14.9%, fol-
lowed by the Western 
Tidewater Health District, 
Chesapeake ( 12.6%) , 
N orfolk ( 10.6%)  and 
Virginia Beach ( 8.6%) . 

The statewide positivi-
ty rate is 7.2%. Western 
Tidewater’s seven-day 
positivity rate is the highest 
of all districts in the state 
except two — Portsmouth 
and West Piedmont, 
which includes the city 
of Martinsville as well as 
the counties of Franklin, 
Henry and Patrick.

COVID-19: Testing scheduled
Continued from page 1

Cleanup: After storm
Continued from page 1

it was time to get up.”
They were in the hall-

way when he called out 
to her. He couldn’t tell if 
there was a tornado actu-
ally overhead, but he knew 
when the tree crashed 
down onto the roof. 

As they sat on their 
porch Wednesday watch-
ing trees and debris being 
cleared from their street, 
and waiting for power to 
be restored, she looked 
at the bruise on her arm, 
looked at her husband and 
showed it to him. “You did 
that,” she said. 

“When did I do that?” 
he asked. 

“When you said get 
down on the floor, get 
down on the floor,” she 
said. “He was holding my 
arm. …  It just came up so 
quick.”

The tree that landed on 
the roofs of the two hous-
es dangled into the Babbs’ 
front yard. He said no 
water got into the house as 
a result of the damage. 

The two tornadoes 
touching down in the city 
damaged 110 residential 
and commercial structures, 
according to the city’s 
Department of Community 
Development. Damages 
ranged from minor loss-
es, such as missing shin-
gles, to total losses, with 
damage estimates at $ 2.2 
million.

The city advises that in 
addition to contacting pri-
vate insurance companies, 
residents who have had 
structures affected should 
contact the Department of 
Community Development 
at 514-4150 to report dam-
ages. 

Deputy Fire Chief Brian 
Spicer said Emergency 
Communications was 
notified of a tornado hit-
ting downtown Suffolk at 
3:44. a.m. Aug. 4. That 
tornado was an EF-1 with 
an estimated maximum 
wind speed of 100 miles 
per hour, according to the 
N ational Weather Service 
Wakefield office. That tor-
nado formed near the G reat 
Dismal Swamp and ended 
near Everets Road, accord-

ing to the weather service, 
going about 20 miles, mea-
suring about 150 yards in 
width and lasting from 
3:02. a.m. until 3:30 a.m.

The other tornado, a 
confirmed EF-0 with a 
maximum wind speed of 
80 miles per hour, traveled 
11.7. miles from a rural 
area west of the swamp 
to 3.5 miles southeast of 
Windsor, with a path width 
of 100 yards.

The Enhanced Fujita 
Scale classifies tornadoes 
into six categories, rang-
ing from EF0 to EF5. An 
EF0 is the weakest, with 
winds of 65 to 85 miles 
per hour, with the strongest 
being EF5 at more than 
200 miles per hour.

Spicer noted that Suffolk 
residents endured 10 torna-
do warnings in four hours, 
although some of them 
covered different areas.

Spicer said that between 
3:10 a.m. Aug. 4 and 8 
a.m. Aug. 5, Suffolk Fire &  
Rescue had received 197 
calls for service, with eight 
reports of possible building 
collapse. 

He said after the storm, 
operational battalion chiefs 
put fire apparatus in high 
impact areas, including 
Hall Place, Dill Road, 
Pleasant Street, South 
Wellons Street, Pinner 
Street, Riverview, White 
Marsh Road, Turlington 
Road and Freeman Mill 
Road. That was to provide 
information on shelters, 
call centers and provide 
assistance for any needs 
residents had.

Public Works Director 
L .J. Hansen said their 
crews cleared roads in a 
number of communities 
throughout the city.

N ear the origins of the 
EF-1 tornado off of White 
Marsh Road, residents 
were still cleaning up two 
days later, as one house 
was taken completely off 
its foundation, and next 
door to that, much of the 
side to another home was 
taken off, with a small 
camper tipped over and 
damage could be seen 
throughout the property.

Debris was scattered 
throughout the path of 
the tornado, and tall trees 
snapped and limbs all 
around as power crews 
worked to restore power.

On Cedar Street, as the 
sound of chainsaws cut 
through the downed trees 
in the street, the Babbs 
were thankful that they 
were not hurt.

Said Johnnie Babb: “I 
thank the L ord for that.”

Upcoming COVID-19 testing
4Aug. 10 — Main Street Baptist Church, 517 Main St., 

Smithfield, 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m.
4Aug. 14 — Sentara Obici Hospital, 2800 Godwin Blvd., 

Suffolk, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
4Aug. 15 — Sentara Obici Hospital, 2800 Godwin Blvd., 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m.
4Aug. 17 — Paul D. Camp Community College, 100 N. 

College Drive, Franklin, 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m.
4Aug. 21 — Sentara BelleHarbour, 3920A Bridge Road, 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m.
4Aug. 22 — Sentara BelleHarbour, 3920A Bridge Road, 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m.
4Aug. 24 — Main Street Baptist Church, 517 Main St., 

Smithfield, 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m.
4Aug. 28 — Sentara Obici Hospital, 2800 Godwin Blvd., Suffolk, 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Crews clean up on Cedar 
Street after an EF-1 tornado 
that touched down just after 3 
a.m. Aug. 4.
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Walters Outdoor Power Equipment

Hours: Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8-5 • Wed, Sat 8-12 
waltersoutdoorpowerequipment.com • waltersoutdoor@gmail.com 

Halfway between Windsor & Franklin on Hwy. 258 • 757-562-4760

Priority Service when you buy from us

BATTERY
POWERED.
MADE BY

STIHL.

With these, just plug in at home for a
recharge  and off you go again!

Don’t want to go out to get fuel right now?

916 CAROLINA ROAD
NICE STARTER HOME OR SMALL OFFICE
WITH 3 BR AND A VERY NICE BATH. 
NEW WINDOWS, PAVED DRIVEWAY 
TO REAR PARKING AREA AND LARGE 
STORAGE SHED - BACK UP GENERATOR.

GENE HARRELL

www.oliverspoolsonline.com

Call NOW to 
Schedule Your 
Pool Closing

In Ground and
Above Ground 

Pools

Free Latham
Estimates

5013 Godwin Blvd.
Suffolk, VA 23434

757-255-4550

Mon - Friday, 9-5pm • Saturday, 9-3pm

The city’s Emergency 
Communications had 
received a notification of 
a tornado at 3:44 a.m., 
according to Deputy 
Fire Chief of Technical 
Services Brian Spicer. 

What they saw with 
their own eyes was stun-
ning in its ferocity — 
large, gaping holes in its 
normally durable man-
sard slate roof. “It wasn’t 
durable enough for this 
tornado, though. It just 
ripped into it, chewed 
it up.” All of the store’s 
glass windows were shat-
tered and broken glass, 
scattered debris and water 
were all over the floor. 
The water was still drip-
ping down into buckets 
more than a day later. 

“There’s nothing you 
can do. It was over, but 
there’s no fixing it,” 
David Carter said. 

He placed a call to 
his insurance company, 
explained what was going 
on, and an adjuster was at 
the store later that morn-
ing. 

“It’s been a challenge 
to say the least,” David 
Carter said. “It’s been 
a shock to come down 
and find out your build-
ing’s about tore up and 
everything, water leaking 
inside, roof’s been pulled 
off, front’s been blown 
off.”

Ever since, he’s been 
busy trying to clear fur-
niture out of the store and 
bring crews in to clean it 
up, and arrange for it to 
be inspected to determine 
the extent of the damage 
so it can rebuild. 

Sleep? Precious little.
“N ight before last, 

I had no sleep,” David 
Carter said. “L ast night I 

had a hard time getting to 
sleep.”

He was up by 7 a.m. 
Wednesday, back at the 
store continuing the 
cleanup process. 

“We’re trying to work 
everything out now,” 
David Carter said. 

The Brandon House’s 
current home had been 
bought about 20 years ago 
during a foreclosure sale. 
Renowned furniture mag-
nate G eorge Thornton 
Jr., who had purchased 
a two-thirds interest 
in H.I. Jaffee Furniture 
Company in Suffolk, 
and bought or opened 12 
more stores and a cen-
tral warehouse, merging 
nine Thornton stores and 
18 Heilig-Meyers Stores, 
had owned the building 
previously. 

“We’ve got a lot to 
be thankful for,” David 

Carter said. “N o one was 
hurt or killed.”

What’s next? The store 
is going back to its roots, 
across the street to 248 
W. Washington St., where 
it had been previously. 
Though that location was 
also damaged and needs 
work, it will not require 
as much to get it opera-
tional and open for busi-
ness, David Carter said.  

“We’re planning to 
rebuild,” Brandon Carter 
said. “It’s going to take 
some time, and, we’ve 
got to get it straight. It’s 
just a bump in the road.”

Tornado: Furniture store will relocate across street
Continued from page 1

Super Bowl: Linemen shine
Continued from page 1

My son, he’s 18 now, 
so they know when the 
storms come and trouble 
happens, it’s time to roll.”

Molinares arrived in 
the area early Wednesday 
and worked from 6 a.m. 
to 10:30 p.m. He was 
back up before the sun on 
Thursday morning, super-
vising Dominion crews as 
well as some from other 
utilities who came to 
help. In all, more than 
7,000 workers are ded-
icated to the restoration 
efforts across Dominion’s 
territory.

“My intent tonight is 
to get some lights on,” 
Molinares said about 
the Riverview neighbor-
hood. It would be a tall 
task, though. Dozens of 
trees were down across 
the neighborhood, hav-
ing torn down numerous 
wires in addition to the 
broken poles and trans-
formers.

Dominion spokesman 
Robert Richardson said 
the priorities in power 
restoration efforts are 
facilities like police and 
fire stations, 911 dispatch 
centers and hospitals. 

“After that, you go for 
the biggest group of cus-
tomers you can,” he said. 
“If you can do some work 

and get 400 people in a 
neighborhood on, you do 
that.”

Richardson said local 
people had been grateful 
for the work of the power 
crews.

“I’ve talked to a hand-
ful of residents,” he said. 

“They’re all in good 
spirits, they’re all very 
patient, and we appreci-
ate that very much. We’re 
here to get the lights back 
on and bring some nor-
malcy to these people’s 
everyday lives.”

TRACY AGNEW/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Electric utility workers begin the process of restoring power in the Riverview neighborhood on Thursday.

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Brandon House Furniture sustained heavy damage as the result of 
an EF-1 tornado that ripped through downtown Suffolk a little after 
3 a.m. Aug. 4. The store plans to relocate temporarily to a building 
on the other side of West Washington Street while its building is 
repaired.

Don’t miss anything 
that happens in Su� olk!
Catch the Su� olk 

News-Herald 
on Facebook
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SOFAS 
SALE PRICED 
FROM $674 

SOFAS 
SALE PRICED 
FROM $674 FROM $674 FROM $674 

There is no better time than today to consider a carefree lifestyle that 
offers exceptional value. Lake Prince Woods may be just what you’re 
looking for in apartment living with comfort and convenience you’ll 

�nd very appealing. 

Lake Prince Woods’ apartments offer spacious �oor plans on a 172-acre 
setting where neighbors quickly become friends. As a continuing care 
community, there’s peace of mind in knowing that services are readily 

available if needed. Come by today for a preview of our homes. 

We believe you will appreciate the easy ride and comfortable living at 
Lake Prince Woods!

Apartment Living
an easy ride

100  ANNA GOODE  WAY  |  SUFFOLK ,  VA 

www.lakeprincewoods.org
757-923-5504 or 
1-877-637-7940

FITNESS CENTERS
ARE NOW OPEN!

 WE HAVE MISSED YOU!
While we are opening up our

fitness centers we want to assure you 
that we are taking every precaution 
to keep our facilities safe and clean! 

 GET YOUR WORKOUT ON!
Our fitness centers are open and 

we look forward to seeing you there!

town Suffolk early Aug. 
4 during Tropical Storm 
Isaias. The roof is par-
tially caved in or miss-
ing, a set of windows 
in the front was blown 
out, the roll-up door in 
the warehouse is partially 
missing, and a lot of rain-
water was able to invade 
the building due to the 
structural damage.

News-Herald staff 
will move to a leased 
space at 157 N . Main 
St. while repairs to the 
building are under way. 
This space, right across 
from the G odwin Courts 
Building, was previ-
ously the offices of the 
Virginian-Pilot’s Suffolk 
bureau.

People who need to 
reach the newspaper 
can call 757-774-6632 
or email news@ suffolk-
newsherald.com.

“Our commitment to 
the Suffolk community 
will not change,” Editor 

Tracy Agnew said. “We 
will just be operating 
from a different loca-
tion temporarily as we 
continue to produce our 

Wednesday and Sunday 
print editions and pub-
lish news around the 
clock on www.suffolk-
newsherald.com.”

Office: Moving to Main St. this week
Continued from page 1

Virtual: Special education students will be back first
Continued from page 1

Several division admin-
istrators presented vari-
ous aspects of the plan, 
which detailed the current 
situation with COVID-19 
leading to the decision to 
recommend a virtual first 
nine weeks. It also out-
lined health metrics that 
would need to be met in 
order to phase in hybrid 
learning and ultimately, 
regular in-person learn-
ing. 

The plan also high-
lighted bus and classroom 
arrangements, COVID-19 
screening, fall registration 
results, staffing issues and 
options, cleaning proce-
dures for classrooms and 
buses, child care and the 
instructional plan. 

“As we have always 
said, we will keep kids 
first in every decision 
that we make,” G ordon 
said. “The safety of our 
students and staff will 
always be our first prior-
ity. …  We all know that 
every decision that we 
make will not always be 
the most popular, but it 
will always be the right 
decision for kids.”

He said that was the 
reason he and the division 
staff recommended that 
teachers return to school 
to provide instruction 
from there, rather than 
at their homes. He cited 
several reasons, including 
lack of broadband at home 
for staff, better access to 
teaching resources, pro-
vide a separation of work 
and home life and allow 
administrators to monitor 
and observe instruction 
and feedback more effi-
ciently. 

G ordon also noted that 
several staff members 
had been working other 
jobs from home during 
contract hours during the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
such as being tutors for 
homeschooled children 
or part-time waitressing. 
He said that by accepting 
outside employment, they 

were violating school 
division policy. 

He pointed out that par-
ent feedback the division 
received on its Virtual 
SPS model was that there 
was a lack of consistent 
feedback and engagement 
from some of the divi-
sion’s instructional staff. 

“We feel that following 
the same format as if we 
are in face-to-face instruc-
tion is the best method 
to improve instruction,” 
G ordon said.

The most important 
reason he wanted teachers 
back in their classrooms 
for virtual instruction was 
“to make decisions that 
are fair and equitable to 
all of our employees.”

Cafeteria staff, custo-
dians, office staff, school 
counselors, administra-
tors, maintenance staff 
and others returned to 
work, many, he said, for 
five days per week.  

“We need to have the 
same expectation for 
our instructional staff,” 
G ordon said. 

While saying he under-
stood teachers’ concerns, 
other school divisions in 
the region also have plans 
for instructional staff 
to return to classrooms 
during virtual teach-
ing. He said the safety 
protocols being put into 
place are the same that 
are in place now for staff 
who have worked inside 
school division buildings 
over the late spring and 
summer. 

However, David 
Mitnick said the most 
feedback he received on 
the division’s fall reopen-
ing plan concerned the 
number of days teachers 
would be required to be 
in the building during vir-
tual learning. He also said 
teachers were concerned 
about the severity of 
behaviors in some special 
education students — to 
include spitting, kicking 
and biting. 

Board  Vice 
Chairwoman Dr. Judith 
Brooks-Buck expressed a 
similar concern. 

“They aren’t trying to 
harm anybody, but what 
they do can have serious 
consequences,” Brooks-
Buck said.

Since March 3, G ordon 
said of the 74 employees 
in the school administra-
tive office — which falls 
in the average range of 
employees at each of the 
city’s public schools — 
six of them have had to 
quarantine. Two had trav-
eled out of the country, 
two had a family member 
diagnosed with COVID-
19, one had a possible 
exposure and one had 
an elevated temperature. 
The person with the ele-
vated temperature tested 
negative for COVID-19. 

“N one of our employ-
ees in the ( school admin-
istrative office)  have had 
a positive test result,” 
G ordon said. 

If employees wear their 
masks, wash their hands 
and maintain social dis-
tancing, “our staff will be 
fine,” he said. 

Terry N apier, the divi-
sion’s director of facil-
ities, maintenance and 
planning, said the divi-
sion has bought disin-
fecting spray machines 
to clean classrooms and 
buses, and outlined new 
cleaning procedures that 
will be done even after 
the pandemic. 

G ordon said staff need-
ed to be in the building 
“on some days” for the 
division’s fall reopening 
plan to work effectively. 
Instructional assistants 
will need to assist with 
parts of the division’s 
childcare plan. 

“Everything that we 
have laid out in our plan 
is a key piece of the puz-
zle,” G ordon said. “N o 
piece can be ignored, 
every component works 
together, and we need 

that synergy for overall 
efficiency, effectiveness 
and success.”

G ordon acknowledged 
challenges with regard to 
broadband issues in the 
city impacting residents 
and their children’s abil-
ity to learn from home. 

He credited Division 
Director of Technology 
John L ittlefield and 
Purchasing Manager 
Anthony Hinds with 
working to upgrade 
Kajeet mobile hotspot 
devices to allow for 
unlimited data, in addi-
tion to buying another 
525 devices. 

Also, all pre-K through 
12th grade students will 
receive Chromebooks, 
and attendance will be 
taken daily based on 
state Department of 
Education guidelines for 
virtual learning. Teachers 
are to follow the divi-
sion’s grading policy 
and assignment expec-
tations. Instruction will 
focus initially on what 
wasn’t learned and skills 
not mastered when the 
division closed schools 
in March.

Sean McG ee, a parent 
of five children, four of 
whom attend Suffolk 
Public Schools, said 
internet access is not reli-
able and said they cannot 
watch videos online and 
his children do not have 
the ability to communi-
cate with their teachers. 

“We do not have inter-
net where I live,” McG ee 
said. “I have satellite 
internet. It’s limited, the 
Kajeets do not work.”

Board member Sherri 
Story, though she voted 
in favor of the virtual 
start to the school year, 
said many parents wanted 
their children to be back 
in the classroom — if not 
five days per week then 
at least on some days 
— and about half of the 
division’s staff wanted to 
return to the classroom. 

Catch the Su� olk 
News-Herald 
on Facebook

TRACY AGNEW/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

The Suffolk News-Herald sustained damage including a blown-out window frame during Tuesday morn-
ing’s EF-1 tornado spawned by Tropical Storm Isaias.
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Hate stuns me. How hate 
mobilizes people to act 
so violently stuns me. I 

have been watching several histo-
ry films lately. I watched the 2014 
historical drama film, “Selma,” for 
the first time just a few days ago. 
The movie is the cinematic retell-
ing of the events surrounding the 
demonstrations that took place at the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala. 
I watched “Selma” because I wanted 
my children to know Congressman 
John L ewis and the Rev. C.T. Vivian. 

I avoided watching the movie 
when it originally released, because 
I have a very hard time watching 
movies about the harsh treatment 
of my people. I have yet to watch 
“Harriet” or “12 Years a Slave.” I 
can never watch a movie for enter-
tainment alone. Stories remain with 
me long after the credits are done. 
Two women from “Selma” remained 
on my mind days after I watched it. 
They share the same first name. Do 
you know Viola Jackson and Viola 
L iuzzo?

They were mothers. They both 
responded to Dr. Martin L uther King 
Jr.’s call for voting rights marches to 
achieve the right for black people to 
vote in Alabama. The two of them 
each made a great sacrifice in Selma.

Sadly, Ms. Viola Jackson is not 
well remembered. She is most 
known for her relationship to Jimmie 
L ee Jackson. Her son was protecting 
his mother from the abuse of a state 

trooper during a voting rights protest 
when he was shot. He died from the 
bullet wound from that state trooper’s 
gun. Mr. Jackson gave his life for the 
cause of freedom, and I feel Viola’s 
life ended as well. Perhaps that is 
the reason we know little of her 

story. My imagination 
wanders to how proud 
she must have been of 
Jimmie L ee’s service 
in the U .S. Army and 
his involvement in the 
civil rights movement. 
As a military veter-
an myself, my heart 
breaks to know that 
her son came home 
from honorable service 
only to die at the hands 

of senseless violence. I am grateful 
for his sacrifice both on the front 
lines in uniform and the front lines in 
Selma.

I was astonished to realize my 
ignorance of Viola L iuzzo’s exis-
tence. Viola L iuzzo, a mother of 
five, left her family in Detroit. She 
drove herself by way of her 1963 
Oldsmobile to Selma, Ala., to join 
what she deemed “everybody’s fight 
for racial equality.” Hours after the 
group of demonstrators arrived in 
Montgomery, Ala., on March 25, 
1965, achieving the goal of a march 
from Selma to Montgomery, the 
celebration for activist and working 
mother, Viola L iuzzo ended with 
two gunshots to her head. She was 

traveling with a young black man as 
she was shuttling marchers back to 
Selma in her own vehicle. A group 
of Klansmen spotted them and killed 
her.

As I learned of the Violas of Selma 
I was reminded of the 1998 biogra-
phy of Congressman John L ewis, 
“Walking with the Wind: A Memoir 
of the Movement.” He describes 
women like these Violas in this way, 
“wives and mothers in their 40s 
and 50s, hardworking, humorous, 
no-nonsense, incredibly resilient 
women who had carried such an 
unimaginable weight through their 
own lives and had been through so 
much unspeakable hell that there was 
nothing left on this earth for them to 
be afraid of — who showed us the 
way to mobilize in the towns and 
communities where they lived.” To 
wives and mothers today and those 
who love them, remember Viola 
L iuzzo and Viola Jackson. I pray 
that we will have as much resilience. 
N ow that we know who they are, 
never lose sight of the birthing pains 
they endured to deliver the rebirth 
of such a stubborn nation where our 
hatred stuns us.

QUAWANNA BANNARBIE is an adjunct 
professor of nonprofit leadership and man-
agement with Indiana Wesleyan University, 
National and Global. Connect with her via 
iamquawanna@thebiggerme.net.

Remembering the Violas of Selma

The Suffolk News-Herald’s mission is:
4To serve our community with integrity;
4To report the news that affects the peo-

ple of our community fairly and accurately;
4To serve as a forum where public opin-

ion is valued and shared;
4To distribute top-quality advertising for 

our business customers;
4To take an active role in helping Suffolk 

grow and prosper.

A big 
thank you

Once again, Suffolk was in the 
crosshairs of a tornado — two 
at the same time, this time, in 

fact — and no lives were lost.
It was quite the marvel after the dev-

astating EF-3 tornado that happened on 
April 28, 2008, in the afternoon. Anyone 
who remembers how awful the aftermath 
of that storm looked can attest that it 
seemed almost miraculous that nobody 
had perished.

L ast year on May 11, a tornado hit a 
few residences not far from downtown 
without any 
casualties. And 
now again, 
downtown 
and several 
neighborhoods 
surrounding 
it — and res-
idences as far 
away as White 
Marsh Road 
— were struck 
by two torna-
does spawned by Tropical Storm Isaias. 
And again — although numerous homes 
and businesses were damaged and it will 
take quite some time for many people to 
rebuild — the most precious, important 
things are those that cannot be replaced 
or rebuilt. Once again, no lives were lost.

This can be attributed to many things, 
depending on your worldview — G od’s 
providence, good fortune, or simply the 
timely warnings from the great folks at 
N ational Weather Service Wakefield and 
a well-educated populace that knows 
what to do when they hear that warning. 
We like to think of it as G od’s providence 
with a heavy dose of good science and 
good work emanating from Wakefield.

But however you think of it, the fact 
remains, and we — as a business that 
also suffered heavy damage to our office 
— are so grateful for this piece of good 
news.

And as usual, Suffolk really shows how 
great it is after disaster strikes. Everyone 
from the teams of people who showed up 
early Tuesday to help devastated families 
rescue their belongings to the hundreds 
of electric utility workers who came from 
near and far to help get the lights ( and, 
more importantly, the air conditioning)  
back on again demonstrated a commit-
ment to their fellow human beings that 
makes us sit back and take note.

Thank you to all of those who have 
helped and are helping.

‘Everyone 
demonstrated a 
commitment to 
their fellow human 
beings that makes 
us sit back and take 
note.’

HB 972 creates clear discrimination
To the editor:

HB 972 was passed recently in 
Virginia by the governor’s recom-
mendation. This bill makes the pos-
session of no more than an ounce of 
marijuana a civil penalty with a fine 
of $ 25. This will not be on record 
and will not affect a background 
check. The ultimate goal is to pave 
the way for legalization of marijuana 
in Virginia. 

U nder previous laws, those who 
possessed a half-ounce or less of 
marijuana were convicted of simple 
possession and those with more than 
a half-ounce were convicted of pos-
session with the intent to distribute. 
This was punishable by jail time and 
at least two years of supervised pro-
bation and required drug counseling. 
Successfully serving a sentence did 
not offer any reward, hope or second 
chances. Due to Virginia not having 
an expungement law, ex-offenders, 
even if this was their one and only 
criminal offense, have suffered 
decade after decade of lost wages, 
discrimination in housing, denial to 
join the military, denial of bonding, 
delayed admission to certain col-

leges, and much more. 
In regard to employment, all pro-

fessional jobs have policies that auto-
matically prohibit the hiring of some-
one with a drug charge, no matter 
how many years have passed. I know 
ex-offenders who have high degrees 
and who are initially chosen for 
high-paying jobs only to be turned 
down following a background check 
showing a drug conviction. L apsed 
time, no matter how many years have 
passed, doesn’t change an employer’s 
mind due to policies in place. 

I have worked for many years now 
to have expungement bills presented 
to the G eneral Assembly only to 
see these bills go to the Courts of 
Justice Committee and get tabled. 
Thousands and most likely hundreds 
of thousands of those having a past 
marijuana conviction have had all 
doors to professional employment 
that offers benefits, high wages that 
increase Social Security earnings, 
health benefits closed to them for 
the rest of their lives, have suffered 
housing discrimination, denial to join 
the military, etc. Many I have advo-
cated for were convicted as a late 
teen, age 18 or 19. I know firsthand 

these who are now around the age of 
40 have had all doors closed for over 
two decades. They have been denied 
in every sense their rights to “life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 
They have been victims of “cruel and 
unusual punishment.” 

To institute a civil law to protect 
those in possession of marijuana 
going forward and to be considering 
legalization of marijuana in Virginia 
and at the same time not retroactively 
offering expungement for the convic-
tions of past marijuana offenders, is 
clear discrimination. My hope is that 
any organization that can help speak 
up about this discrimination will and 
that citizens of Virginia will take 
the time to call those who represent 
them and call the governor to advo-
cate for these who are the victims of 
this discrimination. Expungement in 
Virginia for marijuana convictions 
prior to this civil law is the only way 
to end this discrimination and give 
hope to those who have suffered for 
decades.

JUDY SMITH
Abingdon

QuaWanna 
Bannarbie
Columnist

Our Opinion

Our Mission Your Letters

We encourage readers to submit news 
and opinion for publication. 

Submit your letter to the editor to the 
News-Herald by:

E-mail: news@suffolknewsherald.com
Fax: 757.539.1123
Mail: P.O. Box 1220, Suffolk, VA 23439
Letters must be signed by the author 

and must include a telephone number for 
verification purposes. Letters should be 
approximately 300 words in length. Guest 
columns are typically between 300 and 
500 words in length and are published 
along with a photo of the author. 

We reserve the right to edit submitted 
information. For more information please 
call Tracy Agnew at 757.934.9609.

Speak Out

6550 Hampton  
Roads Pkwy, #113

(at Respass Beach Rd)
Suffolk, VA 23435

thecovevets.com

 757.935.9111

Fido loves football but 
he wasn't supposed 

to get tackled.

Pet Emergency  
– 365 days a year.

Ten-year throwback

From the archives: The Great Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge is home to a dizzying variety of flora and fauna. It’s not all that 
unusual for regular, quiet visitors to see bear, deer and bobcats. But some of the most colorful creatures are among the smallest. During 
the 2010 butterfly count in the swamp sponsored by the North American Butterfly Association, a group of Palamedes Swallowtails gath-
ered around a damp spot at the end of the road leading to the Jericho Ditch.
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S E N T A R A  N O R F O L K  G E N E R A L  H O S P I T A L

Providing high-quality urological care and 
keeping you safe at Sentara by:

•  Providing personal protective equipment (PPE) to caregivers & patients

• Screening providers & office staff

• Ongoing cleaning & sanitizing of all areas

•  Screening patients for fever & symptoms at the front door

We’re in this together – Sentara is grateful for  
the opportunity to provide our community with 
high-quality health care. Sentara Norfolk General
Hospital is honored to be recognized by U.S. News
& World Report as a top 25 nationally ranked
hospital in Urology.

We are proud to work with our clinical partners at 
Urology of Virginia, educators at Eastern Virginia 
Medical School, and clinicians and researchers of 
the nationally accredited Sentara Cancer Network. 
Thank you for your continued dedication to patients 
and families.

Top 25 Nationally 
Ranked in Urology

CALL TODAY! 757-934-2113
3005 Corporate Ln #400 • Suffolk, VA 23434

www.hackworth.co • printsuffolk@hackworth.co

Find us behind Wawa on Godwin Blvd/Route 10.Find us behind Wawa on Godwin Blvd/Route 10.

AT CREEKSIDE ELEMENTARY

to an amazing

GO GATORS!

to an amazingCONGRATS

CONGRATS & THANK YOU
  GET YOUR PERSONALIZED SIGNS HERE!

Thank you!

for a great
      school year!

#STAYHOME

suffolkpubliclibrary.com/COVID
757-514-7323

Library staff available by phone
Monday - Friday • 10am-5pm

NOW OFFERING: 
Library Card Signups Over the Phone

Virtual Classes for All Ages
Print From Anywhere Service with No-Contact Pickup

Genealogy Assistance
Virtual Discovery Appointments & More

NEW! CURBSIDE PICKUP OF ITEMS ON HOLD!
(MONDAY - FRIDAY • 10AM-4:30PM)

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

At the first Suffolk 
School Board meeting 
since member Sherri 
Story’s successful law-
suit against the board was 
heard in the city’s Circuit 
Court alleging Freedom 
of Information Act viola-
tions, she has alleged yet 
another FOIA violation 
against the board.

Initially during the Aug. 
6 meeting, she made her 
objection during a motion 
to allow board member 
David Mitnick to partici-
pate electronically in both 
the open and closed por-
tions of the meeting.

After being corrected 
by board attorney Wendell 
Waller, Story made her 
objection to the closed 
meeting motion, saying 
the discussion of a hos-
tile work environment 
complaint against her 
violated FOIA because it 
concerned discussion of a 

public official. She cited 
Attorney G eneral opin-
ions saying they should be 
discussed in open session. 
The motion also included 
numerous personnel mat-
ters.

The board voted 4-1 
to go into closed ses-
sion, with Chair Phyllis 
Byrum, Tyron Riddick, 
David Mitnick and Karen 
Jenkins voting in favor, 
and Story opposed. Vice 
Chair Dr. Judith Brooks-
Buck arrived just after the 
vote was taken, and L orita 
Mayo joined the meeting 
when it resumed in open 
session at 7 p.m.

Story also said she had 
asked Byrum for a copy of 
the complaint, but did not 
receive it. 

After the vote had been 
completed, Riddick asked 
whether he could offer an 
explanation for his vote 
to support the closed 
meeting, citing opinions 
from the FOIA Advisory 
Council, and adding that 

he did not want the board 
to be misrepresented as 
a body that breaks rules. 
Brooks-Buck  asked for 
Waller’s opinion. He 
noted that since the board 
had already voted to go 
into closed session, that it 
should do so. 

The board stayed in 
closed session for about 
50 minutes before com-
ing out and certifying the 
closed meeting by a 5-1 
vote, with Story voting no, 
this time not offering an 
explanation for the vote.

There was no discussion 
on who made the com-
plaint against Story, or the 
nature of the complaint, 
either prior to going into 
closed session, or imme-
diately afterward follow-
ing the vote to certify the 
closed meeting.

The board then recessed 
until the start of the 7 p.m. 
reopening of the pub-
lic meeting, and then six 
members — including 
Story — voted to approve 

the personnel report. 
Mayo abstained since she 
did not participate in the 
closed meeting.

Also coming out of the 
closed meeting, the board 
voted to authorize Byrum 
to enter into a contract 
for workplace investiga-
tive services for the school 
division by a 5-1 vote, 
with Story voting no and 
Mayo abstaining.

The Aug. 6 board meet-
ing was the first since a 
Suffolk Circuit Court 
judge last month ruled 
that the board and the 
majority of its members 
violated FOIA, saying it 
did not provide proper 
notice of public meetings, 
the motions to go into 
closed meetings were too 
vague and certifications of 
closed meetings were “not 
sufficient.” He ruled that 
the board did not violate 
FOIA as it relates to its 
discussions during closed 
meetings or with regard to 
polling members by email.

BY TRACY AGNEW
EDITOR

About a dozen volun-
teers from Community 
Church hit the streets in 
the heat on Thursday to 
help refresh electric work-
ers who were getting the 
lights back on.

“It’s been good to see 
a smile on their face, 
because it’s hot out here, 
and they can’t just go and 
take a break whenever 
they want,” said Romy 
Feliciano, the Suffolk cam-
pus pastor for Community 
Church. 

Volunteers made about 
100 snack bags with treats 
like crackers, granola 

bars, trail mix and chew-
ing gum. They also took 
cold sports drinks and 
passed out the snacks and 
drinks to electric company 
workers and others who 
were outside in the heat on 
Thursday.

“We’re nearby, and 
we know this is a com-
munity that we’re a part 
of, and we saw some of 
the devastation that was 
going on,” Feliciano said. 
“We wanted to at least 
do something, because we 
can’t all go out here and 
cut down trees and put 
power lines back up, but 
for everybody that’s tire-
lessly working out here, 
we wanted to at least put a 

smile on their face.”
He said the snacks and 

drinks were purchased with 
funds from the church. The 
Suffolk campus meets at 
1242 Holland Road.

“The generosity of 
everybody who tithes and 
does offerings, this is what 
they get to be a part of 
because of their faithful-
ness,” he said.

Church brings refreshment 

After successful FOIA lawsuit, 
Story alleges another violation

TRACY AGNEW/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Romy Feliciano, campus pastor of Community Church in Suffolk, 
hands a drink and snacks to Dominion Energy’s Andrew Molinares 
in Riverview on Thursday.
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SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

Suffolk Public U tilities on 
Thursday announced a program 
to help people with their water, 
sewer and wastewater charges 
who are experiencing financial 

BY STEPHEN FALESKI
STAFF WRITER

G ov. Ralph N ortham on 
Aug. 13 announced $5.5 mil-
lion in Department of Housing 
and Community Development 
grants to support economic 
and public health challenges 
created by the COVID-19 pan-

demic — $529,788 of which 
will go to the Hampton Roads 
Economic Development 
Alliance to establish an off-
shore wind supply chain in 
the region.

The Alliance, a nonprofit 
public-private partnership that 

BY RACHEL WARTIAN
STAFF WRITER

With the uncertainty in this 
pandemic, many people are 
considering making wills for 
the first time, and local attor-
neys who deal with wills say 
they have seen the trend.

COVID-19 started in China 
and worked its way through 

Europe before gaining traction 
in America. With death tolls 
rising all around the world, 
people began making prepara-
tions for the worst. 

“Early on there was a great 
deal of panic with an uptick in 
fear and planning in March and 
April,” said Timothy Palmer, 

BY RACHEL WARTIAN
STAFF WRITER

The co-founders of a 
Suffolk-based undergarment 
company donated laptops to 
five students in need for this 
virtual school year.

L ance Boothe and Tyler 

Mason grew up in Suffolk and 
co-founded L egacy Premium 
Brand in 2018. With the com-
pany’s growing success, the 
co-founders wanted to give 
back to their hometown.

“Since our company has 
become a success, we felt we 
felt we needed to share our 

success and give back,” said 
L ance Boothe, chief executive 
officer and founder of L egacy 
Premium Brand. “Since kids 
are home doing school, why 
not give some computers to 
the kids who need them?”

L egacy Premium Brand 
believes in setting the next 

person up for success in order 
to create a domino effect of 
building others up. Boothe 
and Mason knew that with 
school starting virtually this 
year, underprivileged families 
would face a setback.

Giving success back to the community

City offers 
utility relief 

HREDA courts 
offshore wind 

industry

More people 
making wills

BY STEPHEN FALESKI
STAFF WRITER

Portsmouth Police have 
charged state Sen. L . L ouise 
L ucas with two felonies in con-
nection with damage done to the 
city’s Confederate monument 

Senator 
charged

RACHEL WARTIAN/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Lance Boothe, cofounder of Legacy Premium Brand, gave new laptops to Suffolk students Rhianna Leary, Alasia Williams, Ebony Roberts, Joelee Holmes, and 
Shavaghun Johnson.

TRACY AGNEW/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

The Western Tidewater Community Services Board’s South Saratoga Street location suffered heavy damage in the Aug. 4 
tornado.

BY TRACY AGNEW
EDITOR

The Western Tidewater 
Community Services Board is 
persevering in its mission to 
serve local residents with mental 
health, substance abuse or intel-

lectual disability related prob-
lems, despite sustaining heavy 
damage to its downtown build-
ing in the Aug. 4 tornado.

“We have enjoyed that as an 
easily accessible location for 
the Suffolk community,” said 
Demetrios Peratsakis, executive 

director of the WTCSB. “It’s 
been an important office loca-
tion because of its essentially 
being downtown and its prox-
imity to a number of folks that 
walk to obtain services.”

WTCSB perseveres

A story in the Aug. 16 edition, 
“COVID-19 cases trending slightly 
down,” referred to an outbreak of 
the virus at “The Village at Manor 
Care” in Franklin, which was report-
ed by the Virginia Department of 
Health. There is no such facility. 

Correction
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S E N T A R A  N O R F O L K  G E N E R A L  H O S P I T A L

Providing high-quality urological care and 
keeping you safe at Sentara by:

•  Providing personal protective equipment (PPE) to caregivers & patients

• Screening providers & office staff

• Ongoing cleaning & sanitizing of all areas

•  Screening patients for fever & symptoms at the front door

We’re in this together – Sentara is grateful for  
the opportunity to provide our community with 
high-quality health care. Sentara Norfolk General
Hospital is honored to be recognized by U.S. News
& World Report as a top 25 nationally ranked
hospital in Urology.

We are proud to work with our clinical partners at 
Urology of Virginia, educators at Eastern Virginia 
Medical School, and clinicians and researchers of 
the nationally accredited Sentara Cancer Network. 
Thank you for your continued dedication to patients 
and families.

Top 25 Nationally 
Ranked in Urology

July 9th • 6PM-8PM
July 30th • 6PM-8PM

STAY INFORMED
In Virginia, laws are rapidly changing 

around the purchasing of guns. 
We're here to help you 
if you have questions. 

FITNESS CENTERS
ARE NOW OPEN!

 WE HAVE MISSED YOU!
While we are opening up our

fitness centers we want to assure you 
that we are taking every precaution 
to keep our facilities safe and clean! 

 GET YOUR WORKOUT ON!
Our fitness centers are open and 

we look forward to seeing you there!

hardship because of the 
pandemic.

The HRU BS U tility Bill 
Pandemic Relief Program 
will become effective on 
Aug. 24, 2020. This pro-
gram provides financial 
assistance for qualifying 
City of Suffolk custom-
ers who are experiencing 
financial hardship due 
to employment impacts 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

The program provides 
financial assistance to qual-
ifying Suffolk residents 
who are not able to meet 
the financial obligations of 
their monthly water and 
sewer bill. Assistance is 
dependent on the availabil-
ity of funding and applicant 
qualifications.  
4Customers who are 

on water, sewer and waste-
water could be eligible for 
up to $ 200 in assistance 
per billing period for four 

billing periods for a total 
amount of $ 800.
4Customers who are on 

water service only could 
be eligible for up to $ 100 
per billing period for four 
billing periods for a total 
amount of $ 400.
4Customers who are on 

sewer and wastewater ser-
vice only could be eligible 
for up to $ 100 per billing 
period for four billing peri-
ods for a total amount of 
$ 400.

The assistance does not 
have to be paid back, the 
city said.

To be considered for 
assistance, the applicant 
must meet all of the fol-
lowing eligibility require-
ments:
4Applicant must be a 

City of Suffolk resident 
and have an active City of 
Suffolk HRU BS account.
4Applicant must be list-

ed as an account holder on 

the City of Suffolk HRU BS 
account. Multiple individu-
als within a household will 
not qualify.
4Applicant’s inabili-

ty to pay must be due to 
the impact of COVID-19 
that resulted in a loss of 
employment, furlough, or a 
50% or greater reduction in 
work hours.
4Applicant must have 

an unpaid balance due from 
March 1, 2020, or later. 
U npaid balances prior to 
March 1, 2020 are not eli-
gible.
4Applicant must have 

applied for unemployment 
benefits, or in the process 
of applying for unemploy-
ment benefits, and must 
provide supporting docu-
mentation of the applica-
tion. 

Application require-
ments include the follow-
ing:
4Completed assistance 

application.
4Proof of unemploy-

ment, layoff, or significant 
reduction in work hours 
beginning March 1, 2020, 
or later. Acceptable proof 
consists of a valid award 
letter for unemployment 
benefits from the Virginia 
Employment Commission;  
valid award letter from 
self-employed individual 
through the CARES Act;  
verification of job loss from 
employer on letterhead 
confirming loss of employ-
ment, furlough, or a 50% or 
greater reduction in work 
hours;  copy of most recent 
City of Suffolk HRU BS 
bill. Service address must 
match the address on the 
application, and on the 
proof of employment.

To obtain an online 
application, visit www.
suffolkva.us/ 1471/ COVID-
19-U tility-Relief,  or call 
757-514-7450 .

Relief: City offers help for those affected
Continued from page 1

WTCSB: Offering telehealth services, other locations
Continued from page 1

The office building, on 
South Saratoga Street, was 
one of several downtown 
commercial buildings that 
were heavily damaged in 
the EF1 tornado spawned 
by Tropical Storm Isaias. 
Others nearby included 
the S u f f olk  News-Herald, 
Brandon House Furniture 
and the Knight Finance 
building, the latter of 
which is being demolished 
soon.

Peratsakis said the ceil-
ing is caved in at a number 
of places. A couple of air 
transporters on the roof 
were ripped free, and the 
second floor possibly has 
structural damage.

“Thank goodness we 
had no staff, no employ-
ees and no clients” in the 
building,” Peratsakis said. 
The tornado hit the down-
town area between about 3 

and 3:30 that morning.
In addition, about five to 

seven city vehicles used by 
the WTCSB in the Cherry 
Street parking lot across 
the street, adjacent to the 
Suffolk N ews-Herald, had 
windows blown out and 
other damage. 

Peratsakis said a transi-
tion to some remote work 
during the pandemic actu-
ally set them up quite well 
for losing the use of the 
building, even if it’s tem-
porary. Staff and clients 
have been receiving vir-
tual services since March.

“Because we wanted to 
protect both staff and cli-
ent safety, we moved as 
much as we could virtual,” 
Peratsakis said. “Many of 
the folks who have been 
receiving virtual services 
have not only done very 
well with it, but quite a 

few of them actually pre-
fer it.”

People have been able 
to arrange telehealth 
appointments, but those 
who are unable to access 
telehealth for whatever 
reason have still been able 
to come to WTCSB loca-
tions, Peratsakis said.

Many more people 
are in need of services 
from the WTCSB due to 
COVID-19.

“Since March 1, we’ve 
had almost 700 new peo-
ple coming to us for ser-
vice,” Peratsakis said. 
“That’s in addition to peo-
ple we had been serving.”

He said that worry about 
the virus, confusion about 
mixed messages, anxiety 
about employment pros-
pects, social unrest and 
moving into an election 
cycle have been “very 

triggering for a lot of indi-
viduals,” causing more 
people to need to reach 
out for mental health ser-
vices.

Peratsakis said he was 
grateful to the city and 
to the WTCSB’s board of 
directors for their support.

The Saratoga building 
will be out of commission 
for some time, but in the 
meantime, people can still 
access services, Peratsakis 
said. The WTCSB has 
three other locations in 
Suffolk: 5268 G odwin 
Blvd., 1000 Commercial 
L ane and 7025 Harbour 
View Blvd. Suite 119. 
There are also locations in 
Smithfield, Franklin and 
Courtland.

Those in need of ser-
vices for themselves or a 
family member can call 
758-5106.



WEATHER HERE! 
HIGH 88    LOW 70 

VISIT US ON 

FACEBOOK 

& TWITTER

OBITUARIES
Issac Holliman
Aubrey F. Morgan

Vanzola Bond Riddick
Mack Thomas Saunders Sr. 
Aaron Lee Willie

www.su� olknewsherald.com

2012
AWARD
WINNING
NEWSPAPER

2019

National Night In 
this year   7

Continuing the 
trail  6

PUBLISHED WEDNESDAY AND SUNDAY • SUFFOLK EDITION AUGUST 26, 2020 WWW.SUFFOLKNEWSHERALD.COM

WEDNESDAY SUFFOLK’S NEWS AND INFORMATION SOURCE SINCE 1873 FREE! 

Suffolk
NEWS-HERALDNEWS-HERALD
www . s u f f o l k n ew s h e r a l d . c om

Suffolk

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

While there is still more 
cleanup to be done at the 
975-acre former N ansemond 

Ordnance Depot Superfund 
site in N orth Suffolk, feder-
al, state and local officials at 
the site lauded the decades of 
work at the site as they pro-
claimed about 300 acres of it 

ready for development.
Environmental Protection 

Agency Administrator Andrew 
Wheeler, who toured the site 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

While statewide COVID-
19 cases are trending down, 
the Western Tidewater Health 
District continues to have one 
of the highest rates of positive 
cases in the region and state. 

Statewide, the seven-day 
positivity rate is 6.4%, while 
in Western Tidewater, which 
includes Suffolk, it is 12.4% as 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

The Suffolk Police Department 
is investigating a shooting inci-
dent that took place early Sunday 
in the 600 block of First Avenue, 
according to a city press release.

Emergency Communications 
received several calls related to 
shots fired at 12:27 a.m., the press 
release stated. Officers arrived on 
the scene and began investigating 
the incident and discovered both 
a residence and a vehicle were 

BY NATE DELESLINE III
STAFF WRITER

G ov. Ralph N ortham wants 
to expand voting access for 
the N ov. 3 G eneral Election. 

N ortham introduced the 
measures during a virtual joint 
meeting of the House and 
Senate Appropriations and 
Finance committees on Aug. 
18. L egislators were expect-
ed to consider the proposals 

immediately, the governor’s 
office said in an announce-
ment.

In response to the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the governor’s voting-relat-
ed initiatives include $ 2 mil-
lion set aside in N ortham’s 
proposed budget for prepaid 
return postage on all absen-
tee ballots sent out for the 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

Suffolk is one of three South 
Hampton Roads cities to have 
AAA bond ratings from the 
three major rating agencies.

The rating represents the 
credit-worthiness of city 

government bonds, coming 
from Fitch Ratings, Moody’s 
Investors Service and Standard 
&  Poor’s. Chesapeake and 
Virginia Beach also have AAA 
bond ratings from all three rat-
ing agencies.

Police 
inves tigate 
shooting

COVID-19 
cases level 
in region

‘Something special’ for 
former Depot site

Proposals to expand 
voting access

Trio of rating agencies affirm 
city’s AAA bond rating

See SHOOTING, 3

See COVID-19, 3

See DEPOT, 12See RATING, 5

See VOTING, 5
JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

From left, Tidewater Community College Real Estate Foundation Executive Director Mike Baumgarten, college president 
Marcia Conston and Environmental Protection Agency Director Andrew Wheeler, who toured the 975-acre Nansemond 
Ordnance Depot site during an Aug. 24 visit, which also included a stop at the nearby Virginia Port Authority.

RACHEL WARTIAN/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Demolition continued on the corner of Saratoga and West Washington streets on Aug. 25 after tornado damage earlier this month.  

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

Two downtown build-
ings that were damaged in 
Tropical Storm Isaias on 
Aug. 3-4 were demolished 
recently. 

A building in the 300 
block of East Washington 
Street was demolished late 
last week after storm damage 

was found several days after 
the severe weather moved 
through the area. The road 
was closed for several days 

but reopened on Saturday 
after the building was torn 
down.

City spokesman Tim Kelley 
said the building is currently 
vacant.

On Monday, crews began 
tearing down the Knight 
Finance building at the 
southwest corner of West 
Washington and Saratoga 
streets. 

It was severely damaged in 
a tornado spawned by Isaias 
early on Aug. 4. That inter-
section and the immediate-
ly surrounding area remain 
closed for an indefinite peri-
od of time.

The building was most-
ly vacant but did have at 
least one person living in an 
upstairs apartment at the time 
of the tornado.

Downtown buildings demolished

More photos and video available 
at www.suffolknewsherald.com




