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‘FORTNITE’ CEO BUYS 
FALKLAND FARMS

Tim Sweeney, billionaire owner of Cary-based Epic Games, acquires 
Scottsburg preserve for $11.5 million to protect forest ecosystem

Falkland Farms, now owned by tech executive Tim Sweeney (inset photo). Sweeney’s company, Epic Games, developed 
Fortnite, the blockbuster multi-player video shooter game that drawn more than 250 million adherents.

By LIZA FULTON
News & Record Staff

Falkland Farms of Scottsburg, one 
of Virginia’s largest undivided forestry 
tracts and a popular hunting preserve, 
has been sold for $11,500,000.

The buyer: Tim Sweeney, founder and 
CEO of Cary, N.C.-based Epic Games, 
best known for developing the world-
wide gaming sensation, Fortnite.

Sweeney confirmed on Saturday that 
he has purchased Falkland Farms, the 
latest in his conservation-related land 
acquisitions. Sweeney has made a num-
ber of investments in North Carolina to 
protect its open spaces, including acre-
age added to Mount Mitchell State Park, 
site of the state’s highest peak.

In a brief message sent to the News 
& Record through his Twitter account, 
Sweeney said he intends to shield Falk-
land Farms from potential development 

and confirmed he now owns the prop-
erty.

“Yes. This tract has long been a high 
conservation priority because of the 
rare oak and pine savannah ecosystem 
on it. When it came up for sale, there 
was a concern that the state or a conser-
vancy wouldn’t be able to move quickly 
enough to buy it while it was still on the 
market,” Sweeney wrote in his Twitter 
message.

“Alan Weakley [a University of North 
Carolina biology professor and direc-
tor of the UNC Herbarium] suggested 
I buy it and hold it while a permanent 
conservation home could be arranged. 
Will probably take 2-3 years,” wrote 
Sweeney.

Sweeney, whose estimated net worth 
is more than $7 billion, added he ex-
pects to recoup his investment in Falk-
land Farms by eventually reselling the 

approximately 7,326 acre property to a 
land conservation entity.

“When it goes to conservation, I will 
sell it for the price I paid,” Sweeney said.

Falkland Farms had been owned by 
members of the Rowland family of Hal-
ifax, descendants of Col. Ira Vaughan, 
who in the early 1900s purchased more 
than 40 individual farms to create the 
largest single tract of privately-held land 
in Virginia to be used as a private hunt-
ing preserve, according to the Falkland 
Farms website. Falkland Farms has op-
erated for decades as a hunting preserve, 
bed and breakfast and event venue for 
weddings, corporate outings and other 
gatherings.

Nestled on the eastern edge of Hali-
fax County, the property sits on a pen-
insula formed by the Dan, Banister and 
Staunton Rivers, at the mouth of Kerr 

See FALKLAND, page A6
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�eser�oir� �he hunting 
lodge lies in sight of �al�-
land �oad, and the planta-
tion’s �ast acreage encom-
passes �� s�uare miles, 
running along ri�ers and 
la�efront to neighboring 
Staunton �i�er State �ar��

�ontacted on Sunday, 
�om �owland, a member 
of the family, said he does 
not �now if Sweeney’s 
plans for �al�land �arms 
will include the contin-
ued operation of �al�land 
�arms as a hunting lodge 
and B�B�

��e owns it now� �ou’d 
ha�e to as� him,� said 
�owland�

Sweeney’s personal 
wealth has s�yroc�eted 
with the brea�out suc-
cess of �ortnite, which 
was introduced in ���� 
and gained an estimated 
��� million players within 
roughly a year of its intro-
duction� �fter the release of 
�ortnite Sa�e �he World, a 
cooperati�e shooter game, 
in mid�����, �pic �ames 
followed with �ortnite 
Battle �oyale in September 
�����

�ortnite Battle �oyale is 
a multi�player, li�e�stream-
ing game that allows up 
to ��� players to �oin an 
online shooter fight to the 
death, with only one player 
sur�i�ing� �ortnite Battle 
�oyale has become such a 
worldwide sensation that it 
has gi�en rise to college and 
professional tournaments, 
�ideo gaming millionaires 
and the trend of parents 
gi�ing �ortnite�inspired 
names to their babies, with 

��amire�,� �Bunny� and 
��e�iathan� among some 
of most popular choices, 
according to the Baby �en-
ter �www�babycenter�com��

�pic �ames, founded 
in ����, made nearly ���� 
billion in ����, accord-
ing to �ielsen Super�ata 
�esearch, which trac�s 
the �ideo gaming indus-
try� While �ortnite is free 
to play and is a�ailable 
on multiple gaming plat-
forms, it has ra�ed in huge 
amounts of cash from play-
ers who purchase �s�ins� 
� outfits for their game 
characters � and other 
add�ons that amplify the 
gaming e�perience�

Sweeney, who is around 
��, started out with com-
puter programming at an 
early age and later began 
what would become �pic 

�ames in his parents’ ga-
rage in �otomac, Mary-
land� �e dropped out of the 
�ni�ersity of Maryland �ust 
one credit shy of recei�ing 
a degree in mechanical en-
gineering and coupled his 
game de�elopment wor� 
with a lawn�mowing busi-
ness� By ����, the compa-
ny had grown to where he 
could mo�e out of his par-
ents’ house and �uit yard 
wor��

In a ���� profile of 
Sweeney in Business In-
sider maga�ine �www�busi-
nessinsider�com�, Sweeney 
is described as �rather low�
�ey� compared to most 
tech billionaires and e�ecu-
ti�es� ��e’s single, unmar-
ried, and doesn’t ha�e any 
�ids� �nd he’s ne�er been 
enticed by the flashy trap-
pings of Silicon �alley� 

�pic �ames is based out 
of �ary, �orth �arolina, 
�ust down the road from 
�aleigh,� Business Insider 
wrote�

�e also has become a 
force in the conservation 
world, purchasing some 
��,��� acres of forestland 
in �orth �arolina from 
���� to ���� and donat-
ing millions to other con-
ser�ation efforts, including 
the e�pansion of Mount 

Mitchell State �ar�� In a 
���� inter�iew with W�� 
Maga�ine in western �orth 
�arolina, Sweeney de-
scribed how he and his 
suburban Maryland fam-
ily would often ta�e �aca-
tions to his grandmother’s 
farm in Southwest �irginia� 
When his grandmother fell 
into poor health, the family 
sold the timber rights to the 
farm to co�er her medical 
bills� �ater, they had to sell 

off the farm.
��rom that point on, 

Sweeney made it his goal 
in life to buy and preser�e 
land, with the intention of 
e�entually handing it o�er 
to conser�ation organi�a-
tions or the state,� reported 
W�� Maga�ine�

��he idea is to put my 
money to wor� for conser-
�ation,� Sweeney told the 
publication�
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Quail hunting at Farkland Farms
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�igh School�
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LOCAL LOTTERY WINNER COLLECTS $500,000 CHECK  

By LIZA FULTONBy LIZA FULTONBy
News & Record Staff

With Falkland Farms now in the hands of 
tech billionaire and land conservationist Tim 
Sweeney, the question arises: What lies ahead 
for one of Virginia’s largest open space land 
tracts?

Sweeney, founder and CEO of Epic Games, 
developer of worldwide gaming sensation 
Fortnite, purchased Falkland Farms in late 
2019 to take the 7,000 acre-plus property off 
the market and protect it from future develop-
ment. Sweeney paid $11.5 million for Falk-
land Farms, also known widely in Halifax 
County as the old Vaughan estate. Before the 

sale, Falkland Farms belonged the 
heirs of Col. Ira Vaughan, an early 
20th century tobacconist and hunting enthu-
siast.

Sweeney, whose personal net worth is es-
timated around $6 billion, is a longtime land 
conservationist with extensive holdings in 
North Carolina. In snapping up Falkland 
Farms, he expressed that “this tract has long 
been a high conservation priority because 
of the rare oak and pine savannah ecosys-
tem on it.” However, in text messages to the 
News & Record acknowledging the purchase, 
Sweeney also said he did not intend to keep 
Falkland Farms for long: “[W]hen it goes for 

conservation, I will sell it for the price I paid.”
Dr. Alan Weakley, a UNC professor and 

Director of the UNC Herbarium, has worked 
closely with Sweeney on land conservation is-
sues for six years and has known about Falk-
land Farms for the past 15 years. This sum-
mer, Weakley passed on word to Sweeney 
informing him the site was for sale. Weakley 
called Falkland Farms “a good conservation 
property that will serve the long term interest 
of the county and community, tourism, and so 
forth.”

Aside from being an uncommonly huge 

WHAT COMES NEXT FOR FALKLAND FALKLAND 
FARMS?

A bird’s eye view of 7,362 acre Falkland Farms, and a ground level look at its 
riverine ecosystem. (Photos courtesy of Wiley Real Estate)

Candidates to own site after Fornite billionaire 
include conservation land trust, Va. State Parks

See FALKLAND, page A6
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land tract, Falkland Farms 
is well-preserved ecosys-
tem, one that has been 
properly conserved over the 
years through controlled 
burns� �he prescribed fires 
fostered a stable ecosys-
tem for plants and animals. 
Grasslands and shrubs trap 
pollutants before they can 
reach the surrounding wa-
terways of Kerr Lake and 
the Dan, Banister and Hyco 
rivers. The preserve also 
provides a vast habitat for 
natural pollinators to thrive, 
boosting local agriculture.  

“Contrary to what people 
think, the Piedmont was 
not a dense forest. It was 
a grassland understory,” 
said Dr. Weakley, adding 
that �al�land �ar�s fits 
into that profile� �lthou�h 
Falkland Farms could have 
yielded untold riches for its 
timber resources, it’s the 
grasslands that make the 
site uniquely valuable from 
an ecological perspective, 
said Weakley.

“I think he [Sweeney] 
will not likely own the land 
for decades,” said Weakley. 
Instead, he will seek a good 
home and manager for the 
property with conservation 
goals foremost in mind, the 
professor said.

There are a number of 
pathways to protecting bio-
diverse tracts such as Falk-
land Farms — involving 
state funding, conservancy 
groups and tax credits for 
land or conservation ease-
ments. Two groups, Vir-
ginia State Parks and the 
Southern Virginia Land 
Conservancy, are possible 
candidates to take over the 
long-term future of Falk-
land Farms. 

The Southern Virginia 
Land Conservancy is a 
start-up of Roanoke-based 
Blue Ridge Land Conser-
vanc�, a non�profit, private 
land trust which protects 
over 22,000 acres in Vir-
ginia. Contacted about pos-
sible interest in Falkland 
Farms, the group’s direc-
tor said it was a topic very 
much on his mind.

“The Southern Virginia 
Land Conservancy would 
be very interested in talk-
ing with Mr. Sweeney and 
learning more about his 
goals for the property,” said 
David Perry, Executive Di-
rector of Blue Ridge Land 
Conservancy.

“There are a number of 
conservation organiza-
tions, ranging from NGOs 
(non-governmental orga-
nizations), to federal and 
state agencies, to local non-
profits, that could assist 
with Mr. Sweeney’s stated 
goal of transferring this 
property to a conservation 
owner. It’s really a matter 
of learning more about Mr. 
Sweeney’s goals and seeing 
how we can bring the right 
players to the table,” added 
Perry.

The Southern Virginia 

Land Conservancy main-
tains its office in �anville, 
and “our staff is famil-
iar with the property and 
speaks highly of its value 
for conservation,” said 
Perry

 ��n� ti�e so�eone pur-
chases a large tract like this 
and announces their inten-
tion to conserve it, that’s a 
wonderful thing. I hope Mr. 
Sweeney will be interested 
in meeting soon to share 
his plans and see how we 
might help,” said Perry. 

Perry, a Blacksburg na-
tive, has been with the Blue 
Ridge Land Conservancy 
since 2006, when he was 
hired as the land trust’s 
project manager. He be-
came assistant director in 
2011 and executive direc-
tor in 2012. He is active in 
Roanoke civic life, serving 
as chairman of the City of 
Roanoke’s Mill Mountain 
�dvisor� �oard�

Many land conservancy 
groups are community-
based, non�profit or�ani�a-
tions formed to protect lo-
cal lands key to the quality 
of life and environmental 
health of their home re-
gions. To acquire proper-
ties, conservancy groups 
rely heavily on conserva-
tion tax credits, which gen-
erate an income stream for 
high-dollar land purchases. 

Through the system, 
groups that qualify for con-
servation tax credits can 
sell the credits to investors 
for cash. In return, land 
tracts are placed in ease-
ments and removed from 
the open market, with re-
strictions placed on their 
commercial or farm usage. 
Easements can vary widely, 
with some placing stricter 
limits on how lands can be 
used than others.

Falkland Farms was pro-
tected by a conservation 
easement prior to the acqui-
sition by Sweeney, but any 
future easements are likely 
to be much tighter, said Ja-
son Bulluck, director of the 
Natural Heritage Program 
at the Virginia Department 
of Conservation and Recre-
ation.

“In a case like this, the 
property was already pro-
tected by a conservation 
easement.  The property 
has not been converted in 
any way, but it is just now 
under new ownership, 
where the new owner also 
wants to see the property 
permanently protected,” 
Bulluck said. 

Other than a private trust, 
a candidate for future own-
ership of Falkland Farms 
is Virginia State Parks, a 
division of the state Depart-
ment of Conservation and 
Natural Resources.

The hurdles standing in 
the way of public owner-
ship of Falkland Farms are 
high: to become State Parks 
land, the site would have to 
be incorporated in the VSP 

master plan, funded in the 
state budget, and passed by 
the �eneral �sse�bl�� �hat 
hasn’t kept people from 
talking about the idea.

“Making Staunton River 
State Park the largest park 
in Virginia would be great. 
It might be the largest on 
the east coast,” said Del-
egate James Edmunds.

Falkland Farms is situ-
ated next to Staunton River 
State Park and would create 
even broader access to Kerr 
Lake and local rivers. The 
property is more than twice 
as large as Staunton River 
State Park, a testament to 
its vast size. It also has a 
bed and breakfast hunting 
lodge that could be adapted 
for use by park visitors.

Tim Vest, district manag-
er of Virginia State Parks in 
the region, said department 
officials have been in con-
tact with Sweeney’s team 
in recent months. 

The Natural Heritage 
Group, a division of the 
Virginia State Parks, along 
with the owner’s manage-
ment group have been 
working together to catalog 
endangered or threatened 
plant species that might 
exist on the property.  The 

collection of plant data is 
being carried out in coor-being carried out in coor-being carried out in coor
dination with a study of 
the �ifficult �ree� �atural 
�rea �hich is ad�acent to 
Falkland Farms.

The Department of Con-
servation and Recreation 
(DCR) acquires land for 
state parks and natural 
area preserves. Most of the 
funding for DCR land pur-funding for DCR land pur-funding for DCR land pur
chases derives from gen-
eral obligation bonds, such 
as bond issues approved 
by the voters in 1992 and 
2002.

“I think DCR would like 
to add it [Falkland Farms] 
to Staunton River State 
Park,” said Del. Edmunds.

� ���� stud�, �ir�inia�s 
Return on Investment 
in Land Conservation, 
showed that conservation 
land investments produce 
considerable value for the 
state — increasing tourism, 
boosting local economic 
development, and improv-
ing local quality of life. The 
study also showed larger 
land tracts tend to produce 
the highest returns.  Falk-

land Farms, with 7,362 
acres, is a rarity on this 
score.

��� officials, ho�ever, 
say it is too soon to say if 
the agency will become 
involved. “It really is too 
early to speculate about the 
future of this property and 
the impact it could have on 
outdoor recreation in the 
area,” said David Neudeck, 
Public Communications 
and Marketing Director 
with the Virginia Depart-
ment of Conservation and 
Recreation.
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A view of timberlands and rivers at Falkland Farms (Wiley Real Estate)
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Clear and cool today 
with daytime highs in the 
mid 50s. Rainy on Friday 
and Saturday with highs 
near 60. Sunday will be 
sunny and brisk with highs 
around 51.

Hundreds at work building 
Water Strider in Nathalie

By LIZA FULTON 
News & Record Staff

Utility-scale solar power is close to 
becoming a reality in Halifax County 
as Con Edison Development pushes 
forward with the Water Strider project 
in Nathalie, one of six solar energy fa-
cilities that the county has approved for 
construction.

Originally slated to be in operation 
by late 2020, the Water Strider solar ar-
ray was delayed while the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality [DEQ] 
reviewed Con Edison Development’s 
permit application. Construction finally 
kicked in gear after DEQ issued the per-
mit in August. 

“Once we got going, it’s been a fac-
tory in the field,” said Con Edison De-
velopment Construction Manager Jona-
than Long.

The 1,000 acre construction site off 
Stagecoach Road, Jenny’s Ruff Trail 
and Bull Creek Road in Nathalie is a 
hub of activity as crews of 300 to 400 
workers install 270,000 solar modules, 
sufficient to generate up to 80 mega-

watts of electricity. The project is slated 
for completion in spring 2021.

Work has been slowed by a few rough 
patches where rock is embedded. Con 
Edison Development had to bring in 
special rock drills to dig holes where the 
solar array will be mounted. 

“The rocks were really a surprise,” 
said Long, adding the company did not 

discover the problem with the many soil 
tests collected in advance. 

Ready access to capital can be the 
difference between solar projects suc-
ceeding or failing. Long noted some of 
Con Ed Development’s solar projects in 
Northern Virginia are turning up rocks 

Va. State Parks moves  
to buy Falkland Farms

By LIZA FULTON 
News & Record Staff

The Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) is moving forward with 
plans to purchase Falkland Farms 
in Scottsburg and incorporate the 
sprawling woodland property 
into neighboring Staunton River 
State Park.

The acquisition, which will be 
done in phases, will eventually 
make Staunton River State Park 
the largest state park in Virginia 
and one of the largest on the East 
Coast, with almost 10,000 acres 
of land nestled among the Dan, 
Staunton, Banister and Hyco riv-
ers. 

On Monday, officials with Vir-
ginia DCR submitted the first 
of two grant requests to raise 
between $2-$3 million for the 
purchase of the first 2,000 acres 
of the historic farm and hunt-
ing preserve, which spans some 
7,362 acres. DCR has applied to 
the state-funded Virginia Land 
Conservation grant program, and 
in mid-December it will submit 
a second request to the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund, part of 
the National Park Service.

DCR is buying Falkland Farms 
from North Carolina tech bil-
lionaire Tim Sweeney, who pur-

chased the property for $11.5 
million in late 2019 to take it off 
the market and protect it from 
future development. Sweeney, 
founder and CEO of Epic Games, 
developer of worldwide gaming 
sensation Fortnite, is a longtime 
land conservationist with exten-
sive holdings in North Carolina.

Around the time he bought 
Falkland Farms, Sweeney ex-
pressed his desire to find a con-
servation group that would take 
over permanent ownership of the 
land and protect its rare flora and 
fauna from development. Swee-
ney further told the News & Re-
cord at the time that “when [Falk-
land Farms] goes for conserva-
tion, I will sell it for the price I 
paid.”

Asked this week via text mes-
sage about his agreement to sell 
Falkland Farms to DCR, Swee-
ney wrote, “I’m glad the news is 
out.”

State Parks officials are ebul-
lient, too.

“This is very exciting project, 
that over time will make Staunton 
River State Park the largest state 
park in Virginia,” said Tim Vest, 
DCR District Manager for Vir-
ginia State Parks in Southern Vir-
ginia.

If successful in obtaining the 

first round of grants, DCR will 
have funds available to purchase 
some 2,000 acres of land adjoin-
ing the current boundaries of 
Staunton River State Park.  The 

process to acquire the entire 
7,000-plus acre tract will take 
roughly six years as funding be-
comes available, DCR officials 
say. Staunton River State Park as 

it now exists spans about 2,400 
acres.

Vest, who has been working 
with Sweeney and the Virginia 

Above, the historic hunting lodge at Falkland Farms, which was acquired by tech billionaire and land 
conservationist Tim Sweeney in late 2019. Below, one of many areas at Falkland Farms that is being 
managed with the goal of restoring open woodlands with a diverse, native herb cover. DCR Natural 
Heritage staff is collecting baseline data to help monitor vegetation change. (Photo credits: top, Wiley 
Real Estate; below, by Karen Patterson, Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, Divi-
sion of Natural Heritage)

Acquisition of sprawling preserve will  
turn Staunton River into largest state park 

See FALKLAND, page A8

After long delay, solar takes shape

Solar installation workers at the Water Strider site in Nathalie.

Pandemic claims 
another county life

Another person in Halifax County has died 
of COVID-19, bringing the local death toll to 
18 through Wednesday.

The Virginia Department of Health reported 
the latest fatality on Tuesday as the county’s 
virus caseload continues to mount. VDH has 
counted 834 diagnoses of the deadly disease 
since the pandemic began back in late winter. 
Wednesday brought nine new cases.

November was perhaps the grimmest month 
for COVID-19 in Halifax County as 281 resi-
dents contracted the novel coronavirus. It was 
the largest monthly jump in cases so far in 
2020, easily exceeding the previous monthly 
high of 187 cases in October.

Locally, 22 people have been hospitalized 
wit the virus, and hospitalizations have spiked 
in neighboring localities: 39 patients in Camp-
bell County, 25 in Charlotte, 50 in Mecklen-
burg, 108 in Pittsylvania and 153 in the City 
of Danville. The numbers are cumulative from 
the onset of the crisis.

The United States is on track to reach 14 
million cases of COVID-19 this week, result-
ing in more than 273,000 deaths — a public 
health emergency of the likes not seen since 
the 1918 flu pandemic that killed millions of 
people around the world. The global death toll 
from COVID-19 now stands at nearly 1.5 mil-

See SOLAR, page A7 See TOLL, page A5
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tractor has greater ground clearance and provides a
rugged stable platform for the work you need to do.

Powered by a famously reliable YANMAR three-cylinder 
diesel engine, the SA424 delivers a unique combination 
of horsepower and fuel efficiency.

And the new operator platform was designed with you 
in mind: It’s easier to climb on and off. The seat is more 
comfortable, and every instrument and control is at your 
fingertips.

we insure your car. because  
some people never learned to park.
simple human sense
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Let us help you cover all you’ve 
worked so hard to build.

On a farm, you  
don’t work 9 to 5.  

Neither do we.
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are not just
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“We Support 
Our Community” 

we care about your community.  
because it’s our community too.
simple human sense
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RETIREMENT 
INCOME OPTIONS 

EXPANDED - PART II
The Setting Every Com-
munity Up for Retirement 
Enhancement (SECURE) 
Act is intended to incen-
tivize employers to offer 
retirement plans, promote 
additional retirement sav-
ings, and enhance retiree 
financial security. Here 
are some notable features 
of the Act:
Employer Tax Credits: 
The new SECURE Act 
increases tax credits 
for small employers (i.e. 
employers with less than 
100 employees in the 
preceding tax year) who 
start new retirement 
plans from $500 per 
year to as much as 
$5,000 per year for three 
years. Moreover, small 
employers who add an 
automatic enrollment 
feature to their plan 
may be eligible for an 
additional $500 tax 
credit per year for three 
years. These changes 
are effective for taxable 
years beginning after 
December 31, 2019.

Part-Time Employee 
Eligibility for 401(k) 
Plans: The Act provides 
that plan sponsors 
of 401(k) plans will 
be required to allow 
employees who work 
at least 500 hours 
during each of three 
consecutive 12-month 
periods to make elective 
contributions. Employer 
contributions will not 
be required until the 
employee has satisfied 
the plan’s normal 
eligibility requirements. 
Notably, the Act provides 
pretty significant 
n o n d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
testing relief with respect 
to this group. Although 
this change is effective 
for plan years beginning 
after December 31, 2020, 
12-month periods of 
service before January 1, 
2021 need to be counted, 
which will delay the date 
by which a part-timer 
might first be required to 
enter a plan.
Presented as a service to 
the community by

Natural Heritage Program 
to ensure the ongoing pro-
tection of Falkland Farm’s 
rolling woodlands, said 
the expansion project will 
yield “a very unique state 
park due to multiple sen-
sitive ecological areas.” 
Vest has been working 
with Natural Heritage and 
Sweeney to catalogue the 
many endangered plants 
and amphibian species that 
have been found there.

Sweeney played down 
his role in that process. 
“It’s an overstatement to 
say I helped catalog the 
species.  My money helped 
catalog the species.  I was 

sitting at my computer typ-
ing stuff,” he wrote in a text 
message.

“Recording the ecosys-
tems is just the tip of the 
iceberg of new offerings 
for the park.  It is a multi-
year process and will need 
staffing,” said Vest.

Natural Heritage is a 
sister division of Virginia 
State Parks, each under 
the DCR umbrella.  The 
agency manages wilder-
ness tracts that include the 
Difficult Creek Natural 
Area that buffers Falkland 
Farms.  Currently, Falkland 
Farms is listed as an on-
going project on the DCR 
website under “Commu-
nity Ecology Projects.”

“From a conservation 
perspective, Falkland 
Farms presents a historic 
opportunity to protect 
large, intact prairie and sa-
vanna ecosystems that once 
blanketed the southeastern 
U.S. Piedmont. Hardpan 
soil types found here are 
uncommon in Virginia, and 
they can support a unique 
variety of mixed hardwood 
and evergreen tree species, 
and a diversity of plants,” 
said Julie Buchanan, DCR 
Senior Public Relations 
and Marketing Specialist.

Buchanan described the 
land as vastly forested, 
with few invasive species. 

“By reintroducing fire 
to the landscape with 
prescribed burns, and re-
moving and controlling 
invasive species, Falkland 
Farms would be an amaz-
ing addition to the Virginia 
Natural Area Preserve Sys-
tem, complementing work 
already happening at the 
adjacent Difficult Creek 
Natural Area Preserve,” 
stated Buchanan.

The Difficult Creek 
Natural Area, an 819-acre 
preserve, was first noted by 
botanists who discovered 
several rare plants, like 
prairie grasses and forbs, 

growing along a roadside 
and beneath a wide power-
line clearing near Difficult 
Creek.  Some of these prai-
rie plants are very rare in 
Virginia and occur in Hali-
fax County due, in part, to 
the presence of basic, clay-
rich soils.  

Difficult Creek Natural 
Area Preserve is managed 
DCR using prescribed fire 
and loblolly pine removal 
with the objective of restor-
ing the historic Piedmont 
savanna/woodland ecosys-
tem with its open structure, 
high biodiversity and con-
stituent rare species.

In the future, parts of the 
expanded Staunton River 
State Park will be off-lim-
its to the public to protect 
its endangered foliage and 
animals, but a vast amount 
of land will be opened up 
to the new hiking and bik-
ing trails.  State Parks offi-
cials also say the park will 
offer abundant educational 
opportunities for anyone 
interested in nature, and 
Falkland Farms could be-
come part of the Interna-
tional Dark Sky initiative 
at SRSP.

The expansion will also 
open up new access to the 
Dan River where it flows 
into Buggs Island Lake, 
and — for the first time — 
allow paddlers, anglers and 
other outdoors enthusiasts 
to access the lower part 
of the Banister River as it 
flows into the Dan.

“Once the total area is 
purchased, several miles 
along both rivers will en-
hance the water access that 
is already is there,” said 
Vest.

Access for hunting is 
yet to be determined. Vir-
ginia State Parks does not 
offer recreational hunt-
ing at SRSP, but DCR 
will be working with the 
state Department of Wild-
life Resources to monitor 
overpopulation of deer to 

determine when there may 
be the need for managed 
hunts.  When deer become 
overpopulated, they tend 
to carry more diseases and 
create a browning effect on 
the flora which serves as 
their food supply.

“Managed hunts are typi-
cal at many state parks,” 
said Vest, citing Smith 

Mountain Lake and Crater 
Lake State Park as exam-
ples.

At one time, Falkland 
Farms was one of the larg-
est hunting preserves in 
Virginia. Widely known 
in and around Halifax 
County as the Vaughan es-
tate, it was owned by Col. 
Ira Vaughan, an early 20th 

century tobacconist and 
hunting enthusiast. In sub-
sequent decades, the heirs 
to Col. Vaughan operated 
the stately lodge at Falk-
land Farms as a venue for 
weddings, conferences and 
other events, and for use by 
hunting parties.

Members of the public 
will have an opportunity 
to provide their input and 
ideas for future use of 
Falkland Farms with the 
upcoming Master Plan-
ning Process for Staunton 
River State Park.  Every 
five years VSP updates its 
Master Plan.

For more information on 
Virginia State Parks and 
Recreation visit https://
www.dcr.virginia.gov/

Weekly Al-Anon meetings for 
family and friends of people 
with alcohol/drug problems 
Thursday, 7:00 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, South 
Boston.

The entrance to Falkland Farms. (Wiley Real Estate)
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Above, one of many areas suitable for natural area restoration.  Below, flooding is 
part of the riverine ecosystem. (Top photo by Karen Patterson, Virginia Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recreation, Division of Natural Heritage.)




