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‘A time for the community to come together’
COVID-19
impact
approaches
Rappahannock
‘like a wave’

LOCAL BUSINESSES
Some — depending on the
duration of the pandemic
— might not survive
By John McCaslin

Rappahannock News staff

In the space of two days this week,
Businesses of Rappahannock President
Theresa Wood reached out to 140 of the
organization’s 187 members — physical
therapists and realtors, farmers and retailers, restaurateurs and vintners, innkeepers and Airbnb owners.
The question posed to each: How are
you faring during the coronavirus crisis?
“I have to say that these people —
this community — have been amazing,”
Wood summed up the calls. “The people
I have spoken with have been equally
gracious and concerned, taking the time
to discuss what is a serious issue. Most
are positive, thinking outside the box.
See BUSINESS, Page 10
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Rappahannock News staff

BY JOHN MCCASLIN

Rappahannock County Emergency Management and Services
Coordinator Kevin Williams distributes hand sanitizer to county offices
late Monday morning.

SENIORS
Rappahannock responds
to the needs of seniors
By Sara Schonhardt

Special to the Rappahannock News

The COVID-19 outbreak is
generating a rapid response from
local organizations and community
members working to meet the needs of
Rappahannock County’s senior citizens
Elderly residents are among the
most susceptible to the virus, which
is particularly important here where
the median age is 50 and roughly a
quarter of the population is 65 or older.
Here’s the latest on actions the county is
taking:
On Monday the Senior Center in
Scrabble operated by Rappahannock
Rapidan Community Services
announced it was closing its doors for
the foreseeable future in an effort to
protect the health of its senior members.
It’s now working to put together a meal
delivery service for those who regularly
visit and receive lunch at the center, an
See SENIORS, Page 10

Confronting a variety of emotions,
unprecedented challenges and frightening unknowns, Rappahannock residents
suddenly find themselves struggling for
normalcy in the face of a killer coronavirus that has no signs of letting up.
The difficult truth — shared from a
distance of six feet — is that normalcy
in this rural county isn’t anywhere to be
found.
Schools and courts have closed, shops
and restaurants have shuttered, theaters
are darkened and public events postponed until much safer times. Families
from Huntly to Nethers, the highly-susceptible elderly in particular, have sheltered in place.
Late Tuesday afternoon, County Administrator, Garrey W. Curry, Jr. declared a Local State of Emergency in
response to the potential spread of the
coronavirus and its impact on Rappahannock, providing the opportunity for
See COVID-19, Page 11
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At 211 Quicke Mart, some items were out of stock earlier this week,
but the store had a rare commodity: toilet paper.
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CONTINUOUS UPDATES ONLINE: Turn to rappnews.com and follow
facebook.com/rappahannocknews for news as it develops

To our readers

Due to the coronavirus crisis, this week’s
edition of the Rappahannock News is a little
smaller than normal. Because nearly all local
events have been canceled or postponed, we
have eliminated our What’s Happening events
calendar. We happily await the day the calendar
— and normalcy — returns.

You will, of course, find in this edition
comprehensive coverage of the impact of this
national crisis on our community.
Until next week, please take care and stay
healthy. In the meantime, visit rappnews.com
for timely updates and important community
information, and thank you for reading the
Rappahannock News.
— Dennis Brack, Publisher
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WORKING TOGETHER

One man’s call to
combat coronavirus
‘Prepare for the worst and hope for
the best. That’s what our parents
and grandparents did’
By John McCaslin

T

Rappahannock News staff

he setting and atmosphere bordered
on surreal: a leading member of the
Rappahannock community banding neighbors
together in his farm field to fight the coronavirus.
“This is just a preliminary meeting because
whatever this thing is — and I don’t think anybody
knows what it is — we can talk and figure out what
kind of resources we’ve got in our community, or in
our neighborhood, that we can maybe help fulfill
other people’s needs,” explained Bill Fletcher, who
given his current health spoke through a face mask.
“That’s the way it’s supposed to work,” Fletcher
told those who heeded his call to action.
“When the 1918 Spanish flu was around it came,
it went, it came back, and society broke down,”
noted the Sperryville resident, whose family settled
in the county centuries ago. “That’s why not many
people talk about the Spanish Flu because they were
ashamed of how they acted…
“And we don’t know whether this thing is going
to be gone in two weeks, or be here for a year. And if
we don’t join together and help each other then we
get what we deserve. If we act like the Democrats
and Republicans do in Washington, D.C., then
we’re all going to be dead. And you can’t count on
Rappahannock — the government — to do it.
“I’m not saying it is medieval, but it could get

clerk’s office closes it will shut
them down completely. They
can’t do banking loans without recording deeds,” she noted, reading down
the list of feedback from her calls.
“Massage therapists, physical therapists, they are trying to stay open to
the extent they may have to let people
go,” she continued. “One therapist lost
an entire day of business due to cancellations.
“Most of the Airbnb’s and B&Bs are
remaining open, although a couple
have closed. They’re sort of taking it
one day at a time.”
On Wednesday, Wood sent a letter
to BOR members stating that Businesses of Rappahannock and county officials were proactively working
with local, state and federal agencies,
non-profit organizations, and member
organizations monitoring and reviewing all potential relief funding, loan assistance, programs, and grants.
“If programs become available we
will make every effort to mobilize resources towards securing funds. There
are ways you can help us help you. Historically speaking relief funding, loan
assistance programs and grants are
tethered to data. The more data we
have the better we can tell the Rappahannock story.”
She asked the 187 BOR members to
begin to track the pandemic’s impact
on their business.
Maggie Rogers of Central Coffee
Roasters in Sperryville relayed word
that her family-run business is doing
well, particularly with mail orders.
Otherwise, “she told me that she is
seeing to it that everyone who comes
through the door uses hand sanitizer!”

MARCH 19, 2020

BY JOHN MCCASLIN

Bill Fletcher, wearing a face mask for personal health protection, addresses neighbors Monday
evening at his family’s Stuart Field in Sperryville about possible community impacts of COVID-19.
medieval,” he added. “And if we work together we
can lessen the impact on all of us. I think what
should be done is everybody get together with their
neighbors within a mile or two and try to band a
little citizens’ group and decide how they’re going
to handle the issue themselves…
“We can pool our resources and work together
and we’ll fix it. I think that’s what the whole county
and nation should do.”
Among those who showed up at Fletcher’s
property early Monday evening were
Rappahannock County Attorney Art Goff, Board
of Zoning Appeals member David Konick, and
Scrabble residents Nina and Colby May.
“I think it makes perfect sense,” commented
Colby. “I love it when communities come together
and self-help and take care of each other. I think

COVID-19
From Page 1

future funding reimbursement from
the state and federal government —
and providing for emergency procurement if necessary.
The overall impact on local jobs
and the economy isn’t yet known, but
it won’t be good. And yet nobody in
Rappahannock County has tested
positive for the highly contagious
novel coronavirus, called COVID-19.
But as Curry warned this newspaper, its impact “approaches us like a
wave.”
“We’re here for emergency response, and this clearly is an emergency response of unprecedented
dimensions,” Rappahannock Benevolent Fund Chair Rev. Miller Hunter
tells the Rappahannock News. “We
can help in any way that’s helpful for
that person. Typically we help with
mortgage or rent assistance, utility
bills, car repairs — any emergency
that is valid and can be helpful for
them and their family.”
The Northern Piedmont Community Foundation has similarly
launched the NPCF Emergency Response Fund, to assist local organizations most heavily relied upon
during such a catastrophe.
“We plan to address those groups
who support critical human needs
both day-to-day and long term,” says
executive director Jane Bowling-Wilson. “Our nonprofit organizations
will continue to need donor support.
As your Community Foundation, we
will remain attentive to the needs of

Bill’s got a good idea here and I think it’s important
for all of us to make sure we are conscious of who
our neighbors are, and what they’re doing, and if
they’re OK.”
Those in attendance provided their names,
addresses and contact information to share. Also
distributed were emergency forms to fill out and
keep at home containing personal and health
information for first responders.
“I’m not freaking out, but prepare for the worst
and hope for the best,” Fletcher concluded. “That’s
what our parents and grandparents did. And if
we don’t? The structure of society today is if the
country closes down for two weeks are you going to
have internet? Are you going to have phones? Are
you going to have electricity? Are you going to have
fuel?”

Benevolent Fund
chair: “We’re here for
emergency response,
and this clearly is an
emergency response
of unprecedented
dimensions.”
our donors, the nonprofit organizations and our community.”
The widely leaned upon Path
Foundation has made an initial
funding grant to NPCF of $100,000
to help relieve the human suffering
the pandemic has and will continue
to cause. The foundation has also
contributed additional funds in recent days to the Rappahannock Food
Pantry.
“Unprecedented times call for
unprecedented actions,” observes
PATH Foundation President and
CEO Christy Connolly, “which we’re
seeing through previously unimagined cancellations, warnings and
recommendations.”
Rappahannock
Food
Pantry
Board President Noel Laing assured
county residents that the vital food
distribution center in Sperryville
will remain open through the crisis — Tuesdays and Thursdays from
noon to 4 p.m., and Saturdays from
noon to 2 p.m. — albeit “for drive-thru food distribution.”
Recipients can drive up and be

handed food by volunteers without
having to leave their cars. Pre-packed
boxes of food staples are available,
along with milk, meat, bread and
produce. All-important backpacks
for school children will also be distributed.
“You do not have to be a client
of the Food Pantry to receive food,”
Lang stresses during this time of
need.
In the meantime, Businesses of
Rappahannock President Theresa
Wood reminds residents “this is going to be a very challenging time for
local business...
“If we want life in Rapp to return
to ‘normal’ after this crisis we must
think of ways to shore up our local
businesses so that they can weather
this storm.”
Towards that end when he awakened Sunday morning, former Washington Mayor John Fox Sullivan took
it upon himself to rally the community against the dreaded disease.
“Though we do not know how prolonged the corona crisis will last, we
know it will have, and likely already
is having a devastating impact on our
community, and yes, throughout the
entire world, but I focus on our community, a place we can have some direct impact — health, jobs, income,
social [services], etc…
“There are many questions, so
many out of the box solutions to
helping people in need. What are the
solutions, I only have an idea or two.
As a group we really could be imaginative. This is a time for our community to come together.”
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expansion of a long-running home food
delivery program that provides 10 frozen
meals every two weeks to seniors who
are housebound.
The deliveries will contain enough
food for about five meals and are a
combination of frozen meals and shelf
stables, including cereal, oatmeal, fruit
cups and bread, said Darcy Canton, the
senior center supervisor.
Meal delivery will begin in
Rappahannock Thursday and continue
until the center reopens, she said.
More than 40 seniors belong to the
center, and Canton said 26 have signed
up for the meals. For now, they’ll only be
able to service seniors who are members,
though that could change depending on
how long the situation continues.
Mimi Forbes, who manages the Food
Pantry, said they’re also working with
the senior center to ensure that seniors
who get food from the pantry will
receive deliveries. She says they’re also
open to providing food boxes to anybody
who lives in the county who may not
currently get assistance.
Boxes from the pantry contain
canned and boxed foods, some meat,
eggs and butter and boxed milk. To
prevent contact they’re asking the
deliveries be placed on recipients
porches, and Forbes says they’re trying
to keep a safe distance with people when
loading the cars.
“We would love to have any
volunteers interested in helping, not just

to drive but to come and help put boxes
together and to help pass them out,”
Forbes said. “It takes about five people
to really fill up a car – somebody’s doing
this box or somebody’s doing the fresh
fruits and vegetables, we even have toilet
paper to give out.”
For now, RRCS will handle most of
the food deliveries, partly out of an effort
to keep drivers on payroll who work
across their service areas. But Canton is
keeping a list of those who have offered
to deliver meals or shop or pick up
prescriptions and says they’ll put them
to work as needs arise.
Many organizations have found
themselves in uncharted territory in
responding to the outbreak so many of
their actions remain a work in progress.
Canton says the Food Pantry, Rapp at
Home and the Rappahannock County
Department of Social Services (DSS) are
trying to coordinate to make sure not
only that they assist those they typically
look after, but to ensure no one in need
goes unserved.
Jennifer Parker, director of the DSS,
says they’re reaching out by phone to the
seniors they work with to ensure they
have adequate medication, food and
supplies and are making a list of needs.
“We want to ensure everyone is safe
and where everyone is currently located
should we need to access them,” she
wrote in an email.
They’re also planning to reach out to
the Sheriff 's office to see what and who
is on the senior check-in list and if they
can handle additional capacity should
that be needed.
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Experts warn that loneliness is a big
risk factor for depression among seniors
and Canton says any way residents
can stay in touch with one another is
important.
One thing she suggests is that people
buy stamps and drop them off at the
Food Pantry or other distribution places
providing assistance to seniors so they
can write notes to each other, family and
friends.
“They’re going to need that because
it’s lonely right now. It’s going to be lonely
and isolating for however long this goes
on,” she said. “Just the fact that somebody
is thinking of you means a lot.”
Those who attend the senior center
all have each other’s phone numbers and
addresses and she’s also encouraging
them to make phone calls. “Even though
they’re not able to hug and squeeze and
be physically there, they can still be a
part of each other’s lives,” Canton said.
“We’re trying to keep them isolated
but also connected, and that’s a really
hard thing to do,” she noted.
Parker said Joe Kimpflen, a family
services specialist at Rappahannock
DSS, is checking in with seniors to
see what they have access to in their
homes to engage in activities and who is
available to check in on them. Kimpflen
reports that some still have family
checking in regularly.
In addition, she noted, DSS will not
be closing Medicaid cases for lack of
renewal forms or verifications for the
next 60 days due to the health crisis.
“We want to ensure everyone
maintains their health coverage. We will

BUSINESSES
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COMBATING ISOLATION

But some people are really going to hurt
from this.”
To the extent there are some small
businesses — depending on the duration of the pandemic — that might not
survive.
“The reaction has been pretty diverse,” described the BOR president.
“I had people who told me everything
from, ‘This is going to sink my business,’ to ‘We closed our business because we don’t have to stay open, it’s
not our only source of income.’
“Some are already trying to figure
out how to find the resources for small
business loans,” she added, “saying
‘I’m in that much trouble.’ We’re trying
to help them stay afloat.”
The primary purpose of BOR’s initial calls this week: “How can we help
you get the word out about new ideas
and approaches you’re taking that will
help you keep open during this crisis?”
said Wood. “How can we share the
things you’re doing differently to protect the public, whether it’s curbside
service, shutting down tasting rooms
in favor of outside pours, taking guests
only by appointment.
“The second part of the conversation pertained to our putting together
a Listserv to further connect members. We have some businesses that are
laying people off right now, reducing
workforces, yet one winery said they
can actually bring some of those people aboard, hire them to work in the
vineyards, where ‘we need people right
now.’

S PE C I A L C OV ER AGE
continue to have staff in the building to
assist anyone who may need assistance
with benefits for SNAP, Medicaid,
TANF Child or Adult Protective
Services,” Parker said.
Rapp at Home Executive Director
Mary Katherine Ishee says their
office remains open and is working to
continue individual, volunteer services,
such as grocery and pharmacy pickups. They’ve cancelled events for the
remainder of March but are thinking
of creative ways they can meet social
distancing requirements, such as
holding online activities, doing things
outside or delivering books or other
entertainment that will keep seniors
engaged. That’s important to prevent
further problems such as cognitive
decline, said Ishee.
HOW TO HELP

➜ RRCS is asking volunteers or
those interested in helping to contact
executive director, Jim McGraffe, who is
handling the coordination of assistance
at 540-825-3100 extension 3145.
➜ Rapp at Home is accepting
volunteers, though some of its services
require that they have training and
background checks. Ishee said if people
know someone they think is isolated
they can call Rapp at Home at 540-9374663.
➜ Anyone concerned about their
family members or neighbors in the
county should reach out to DSS at
540-675-3313. “We will ensure we make
contact with the individual whether
that be in person or by phone to address
concerns and needs,” Parker said.

“This is one important way to share
resources during an unprecedented
time.”
Wood said several conversations
with BOR members were nothing
short of heartwarming.
➜ The Rappahannock Lions Club,
as one example, explained how they
have canceled their next regular meeting, “but they are still paying the caterer who would have provided the food.”
➜ The Virginia Chutney Company
in Flint Hill has offered to make available to the entire Rappahannock community its 150-gallon vats should the
need ever arise for a soup kitchen.
➜ Griffin Tavern has proposed becoming a grocery store of sorts, having
one of its food suppliers accept orders
for community distribution.
➜ The Cottage Curator in Sperryville said they closed their doors because “we don’t want to put people at
risk.”
➜ Copper Fox Distillery halted all
tours and tastings until further notice
out of growing concern for the safety
of “family, staff and neighbors,” staying
open only for merchandise and bottle
sales.
“Every business that has remained
open has identified something that
they can do differently to protect customers, guests and employees,” said
Wood.
That said, what the future holds in
store for these small businesses and
their employees — and the county’s
economy as a whole — is anybody’s
guess and cause for alarm.
“Real estate agents in the county,
and there are quite a few of them,
are concerned that if the county
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County prepares for, adapts to COVID-19
EMERGENCY SERVICES
Full protective gear to
triage tents: Rapp EMS,
local hospitals brace for
COVID-19

SCHOOLS
‘RCPS is working . . . to set
up hotspots in designated
areas for drive-up, highspeed Wi-Fi access’

By John McCaslin

By John McCaslin

Rappahannock News staff

Unprecedented times call for unprecedented measures: Sperryville
Rescue, upon assessing the risk, could
arrive at homes in full protective gear
and transport patients to a triage tent
now erected at the emergency entrance
to Culpeper Medical Center, where
patients are being processed amid the
COVID-19 outbreak.
“We went over the latest protocols
from CDC and the state health department,” said Harold Beebout of the Sperryville Volunteer Rescue Squad, “and
others across the county are doing the
same.”
See EMERGENCY, Page 13

Rappahannock News staff

Saying her heart hurts for students,
Rappahannock Schools Superintendent Dr. Shannon Grimsley seeks to reassure the entire RCPS community that
these unprecedented times will not be
seen “as an academic emergency, but an
opportunity to connect through education and support [for] one another.”
“After receiving recent guidance
from the Virginia Department of Education, we have been encouraged to
move forward with a remote learning

COMMUNITY SERVICES
County agencies, nonprofits convene on preparedness
By Sara Schonhardt
For Foothills Forum

Community leaders from several
county non-profits, fire and rescue, the
public school system and county departments from administrator to social
services, held an unprecedented phone
discussion Sunday to determine how
best to meet the needs of Rappahannock’s most vulnerable residents as the
coronavirus continues to spread.

See SCHOOLS, Page 10

BY LUKE CHRISTOPHER

School’s out: “It’s not just the learning. It’s the well-being of our
families who depend on the school system for the structure and
services they need,” RCPS Superintendent Dr. Shannon Grimsley said.

There are not yet any confirmed
cases of COVID-19 in Rappahannock,
but surrounding counties including
Culpeper and Madison have identified
infections and the weekend brought in
a wave of outside tourists, raising the
potential for transmission.
The meeting’s organizers said they
aim to establish a network of nonprofits and businesses that can be activated
during the national emergency starting

CONTINUOUS UPDATES
ONLINE: Turn to rappnews.
com and follow facebook.
com/rappahannocknews for news
as it develops

School community
faces major hardships
from closures
By Randy Rieland
For Foothills Forum

with those that have traditionally dealt
with and will be dealing with members
of the community most susceptible to
shocks.
On the call, participants discussed
the services they’re currently providing

For the past week, Rappahannock
County School Superintendent Dr.
Shannon Grimsley has been telling
people that responding to the temporary closure of Virginia schools due to
the coronavirus pandemic has been like
“building a plane in the air together.”
Monday afternoon, the plane hit
heavy turbulence. Virginia Gov. Ralph

See COMMUNITY, Page 11

See HARDSHIPS, Page 10
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Strict banking
measures

COMMUNITY
From Page 1

in response to the pandemic and what
support and assistance they need or
anticipating needing. They also talked
about how they were managing volunteers and staff and coordinating with
other county leaders.
Ensuring the availability of food and
meeting health care needs were among
their main concerns and priorities, as
well as making sure they’re set up to
respond to needs that will evolve in the
weeks and months ahead.
Many said their operations were
running well for now, but they expressed great concern about the future.
“What’s happening right now is
probably not going to be what the real
issues are a month or two months from
now if the reality of not being back at
work begins to kick in for folks,” said
Lisa Paine-Welles, executive director
of the Child Care & Learning Center
(CCLC), echoing a concern shared by
others on the call.
CCLC has had some requests for help
in applying for both unemployment assistance and tax returns and picking
up medications, said Paine-Welles, but
she and others anticipate more requests
for financial help to cover utilities and
other household expenses in the future.
Paine-Welles said they expect additional child care assistance will be needed
and she worries that because they were
already at capacity before closing to
the virus, they’re going to have more
requests for placements than they have
available.
Peter Stenner, the treasurer at the
Food Pantry, said their main concern
was being able to maintain their food
supply as demand increases from other
food pantries in the area and suppliers
such as Aldi and Martins start to ration
donations.
Last week 115 families picked up
food at the pantry. More than 20 were
either new or infrequent visitors, and
Stenner expects they’ll see an increase
in demand in the weeks ahead.
“We’re doing OK, we’re providing
a lot of food. We see a long-term need
for providing food,” he said. “Our only
concern is really being able to sustain
the supply of food coming into the food
pantry. Bread and toilet paper are two
of our long poles in the tent right now.”
Other community leaders said they
too expect to see more requests for assistance.
“We expect an enormous increase
in the number of applications for the
people in that gap between being laid
off and receiving their first check. But
we have been unable to make any kind
of estimates as to what those numbers
will be,” said Kees Dutilh from the Benevolent Fund, which provides financial assistance and supportive services
to residents in times of crisis.
He requested that the group pull together a comprehensive list of services
different organizations and county
agencies are providing that he can give
to clients and those in need of referrals.

Working together
The group also talked about prioritizing coordination so they’re not duplicating efforts and leaning on one other
to share resources when possible.
Many organizations in the county
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Atlantic Union Bank in
Washington is taking no
chances amid the COVID-19
outbreak.
“I was at the bank today,”
this newspaper’s Luke
Christopher wrote Tuesday. “To
process a check the tellers had
on gloves and sprayed down my
debit card with Lysol, then the
pen they sent in the tube. Then
the bank manager, Toby [Bayard
“Toby” Waterbury], said it was
not okay to use them.”
Difficult times to say the
least, but new findings show
that the dreaded coronavirus
lives for several hours and even
days depending on the type of
surface.
Seen here, Rappahannock
County’s Lillian Freeman Aylor
completes a careful transaction
via Atlantic Union Bank's drivethru lanes on Tuesday.
BY LUKE CHRISTOPHER

provide similar services, such as food
provision and delivery, financial assistance, care for seniors and are already
reaching out to one another to coordinate how they can work more efficiently.
Representatives from the Benevolent Fund, the Department of Social
Services (DSS), the Rappahannock
Rapidan Community Service (RRCS)
Board and CCLC agreed to coordinate
in providing help for people applying
for social service assistance programs,
such as unemployment benefits. Rapp
at Home, which provides outreach to
seniors, is coordinating with the Senior Center, Benevolent Fund, the Food
Pantry, DSS and RRCS to discuss how
they can streamline their work.
Like Dutilh, Jennifer Parker at Rappahannock County DSS said with more
businesses closing they expect a “huge
increase” in applications for SNAP (formerly known as food stamps), Medicaid
and child care subsidies.
She suggested that people who are
not computer savvy or not comfortable
applying for benefits over the phone
do so through Common Help (commonhelp.virginia.gov) or call 855-6354370. Applications then go to DSS for
processing.
Parker said the directors of the social services offices in the surrounding counties of Madison, Orange and
Culpeper also got together last week
and agreed to assist one another with
emergencies as long as the resources
are available.

Looking ahead
One of Parker’s biggest concerns,
however, is what the situation will look
like once the virus is under control and
things have begun to return to normal.
“I understand that postponing electric bills and house payments and rent
is good for now, but I’m worried about
our low-income people and the people that live paycheck to paycheck and
what that’s going to look like for them
in June, July, August when this settles
down and they have these huge back
bills and due rent and where they’re go-

ing to be when they’re not able to pay
up,” she said.
That means not just thinking about
how to handle the immediate crisis, but
how the county will assist residents one
it passes.
Betsy Dietel, who was representing
the PATH Foundation and Rappahannock Communities, also spoke about
the need to think in the long term, saying “even after this is all over there is
going to be a huge backlog that needs to
be taken care of.”
The PATH Foundation recently
made a $100,000 grant to the Northern Piedmont Community Foundation
and is making several more large grants
that can be allocated to organizations
in Rappahannock, Culpeper and Fauquier counties, said Dietel, noting that
an effort is underway to get major donors coordinating in both the shortand long-term.
Several people also expressed concerns about medical services — for both
physical and mental health — and their
capacity to deal with the crisis.
Eve Brooks who sits on the board of
Rappahannock Rapidan Community
Services, which runs the senior center
(now temporarily closed) and provides
mental health and substance abuse services, said they’ve been working to put
together a plan to continue to provide
services to the most vulnerable since all
congregate care has closed.
One of their main concerns is with
issues around isolated seniors, something Rapp at Home is also working on.
The organization provides in-home
assistance and rides to seniors, but has
suspended social activities for now. In
return, they’re in the process of calling
all their members who live alone or are
caregivers of a fragile family member —
around 80 people — to check in.
“One of the biggest needs that is
showing up is that people are just really
lonely and would like to talk,” said Rapp
at Home President Joyce Wenger.
They’re working on a program so all
members can be connected to another
one in a sort of buddy system, she said.
But they’re also concerned about health

needs unrelated to the virus if medical
services are stretched thin.

Outreach to
students, families

On Monday, Gov. Ralph Northam
announced that all schools would be
closed for the remainder of the 20192020 school year, which will raise additional challenges around graduation
and year-end testing, and put a strain
on the budget. RCPS is continuing to
pay staff during the closure and has
some additional resources to be able to
do that, Superintendent Dr. Shannon
Grimsley said Sunday, noting that if the
closure is extended they’re trying to petition the state for additional funding.
In response to an email Monday,
Grimsley added: “It is still our intention
to be sure we record and analyze all
costs associated with the COVID-19 response to be considered in any waivers,
direct aid, or reimbursement protocols
issued by the state. At this time, we are
still awaiting official guidance from the
state department about how this will
work.”

Access to information
County administrator Garrey Curry
said his office will continue to coordinate with county operations and will
be putting out prepared releases in an
effort to reduce confusion and rumor
generation.
In addition to financial needs and
calls for more cooperation, one of the
biggest takeaways from the meeting
was the need for information to be
more easily accessible and available.
“We’ve got to figure out some way to
centralize some of this information in
a way to get it out on a regular basis,”
said Dietel, expressing plans to bring
in more organizations as preparedness
and response efforts move forward.
“There are some ideas floating around
right now, but this is our first stab, and
I feel very good about this as a foundation going forward,” she added.
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County prepares for, adapts to COVID-19
EMERGENCY SERVICES
Full protective gear to
triage tents: Rapp EMS,
local hospitals brace for
COVID-19

SCHOOLS
‘RCPS is working . . . to set
up hotspots in designated
areas for drive-up, highspeed Wi-Fi access’

By John McCaslin

By John McCaslin

Rappahannock News staff

Unprecedented times call for unprecedented measures: Sperryville
Rescue, upon assessing the risk, could
arrive at homes in full protective gear
and transport patients to a triage tent
now erected at the emergency entrance
to Culpeper Medical Center, where
patients are being processed amid the
COVID-19 outbreak.
“We went over the latest protocols
from CDC and the state health department,” said Harold Beebout of the Sperryville Volunteer Rescue Squad, “and
others across the county are doing the
same.”
See EMERGENCY, Page 13

Rappahannock News staff

Saying her heart hurts for students,
Rappahannock Schools Superintendent Dr. Shannon Grimsley seeks to reassure the entire RCPS community that
these unprecedented times will not be
seen “as an academic emergency, but an
opportunity to connect through education and support [for] one another.”
“After receiving recent guidance
from the Virginia Department of Education, we have been encouraged to
move forward with a remote learning

COMMUNITY SERVICES
County agencies, nonprofits convene on preparedness
By Sara Schonhardt
For Foothills Forum

Community leaders from several
county non-profits, fire and rescue, the
public school system and county departments from administrator to social
services, held an unprecedented phone
discussion Sunday to determine how
best to meet the needs of Rappahannock’s most vulnerable residents as the
coronavirus continues to spread.

See SCHOOLS, Page 10

BY LUKE CHRISTOPHER

School’s out: “It’s not just the learning. It’s the well-being of our
families who depend on the school system for the structure and
services they need,” RCPS Superintendent Dr. Shannon Grimsley said.

There are not yet any confirmed
cases of COVID-19 in Rappahannock,
but surrounding counties including
Culpeper and Madison have identified
infections and the weekend brought in
a wave of outside tourists, raising the
potential for transmission.
The meeting’s organizers said they
aim to establish a network of nonprofits and businesses that can be activated
during the national emergency starting

CONTINUOUS UPDATES
ONLINE: Turn to rappnews.
com and follow facebook.
com/rappahannocknews for news
as it develops

School community
faces major hardships
from closures
By Randy Rieland
For Foothills Forum

with those that have traditionally dealt
with and will be dealing with members
of the community most susceptible to
shocks.
On the call, participants discussed
the services they’re currently providing

For the past week, Rappahannock
County School Superintendent Dr.
Shannon Grimsley has been telling
people that responding to the temporary closure of Virginia schools due to
the coronavirus pandemic has been like
“building a plane in the air together.”
Monday afternoon, the plane hit
heavy turbulence. Virginia Gov. Ralph
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instructional plan,” Grimsley wrote in
a letter late Tuesday night. “By April
13, you will be contacted by your child's
teacher, if you have not already, to better understand your ability to access
necessary instructional content for promotion to the next grade level.”
For senior year students in particular, the Class of 2020 will be receiving
individualized communication from
the high school about graduation requirements and any content needed for
diplomas to be issued.
“While we are very open to the idea
of rescheduling our graduation ceremony, we are uncertain about the possibil-

HARDSHIPS
From Page 1

Northam announced that what had
been a two-week closure scheduled to
end this Friday will now last for the rest
of the academic year.
“School closures are necessary to
minimize the speed at which COVID-19
spreads and to protect the capacity of
our healthcare system,” Northam said.
The governor added that the Department of Education is now focusing on
waivers to relieve testing requirements
and allow qualified seniors to graduate.
That has been one of Grimsley’s biggest concerns about ending the school
year two and a half months early. The
school district was able to react quickly when faced with a two-week shutdown, sending students home with
math workbooks, reading packets and
other materials that would enable them
to stay on track academically. But now
its efforts to keep students learning and
engaged has become significantly more
complicated, particularly since many
families in the county don’t have access
to high-speed internet.
That prevents teachers from making
use of streaming video or online applications such as Zoom, which would
allow classes to meet remotely through
video conferencing.
“We’ve seen how limited we are in
our capacity to continue instruction
through distance learning,” Grimsley
said. “It makes it very difficult because
you have to be able to provide equity
among all the students. You can’t hold
students accountable or penalize them
because they can’t access new material and be able to engage with it meaningfully, especially without a teacher.
That’s going to be a big challenge in
presenting any new material.”
In an email sent shortly after
Northam’s announcement, the school
said it will be distributing a survey to
try to get a better handle on how many
students’ families have digital needs or
limited internet availability.
At the same time, seniors are now
dealing with a different reality. A twoweek break has turned into a grim
scenario, in which some, under difficult circumstances, may need to raise
their grades to graduate. There also are
serious questions about the prospect
of landmark events seniors have long
anticipated sharing with their classmates — the Senior Prom in April and

10

ity of being able to do so, at least in the
traditional format,” said Grimsley. “As
more information becomes available,
and as we better understand the wishes
of our graduating class and their families, we will update everyone about our
plans for graduation.”
Very
importantly
in
internet-starved Rappahannock County,
RCPS is working with county officials,
churches, businesses, organizations,
and local agencies to set up hotspots in
designated areas for “drive-up, highspeed Wi-Fi access.”
“These will be located throughout
the county and will be compiled into
a concise list with instructions for access to be distributed soon,” said the
superintendent. “We are prepared to
preload devices with content to give to

commencement in late May. Whether
or how they occur will largely depend
on what restrictions related to the pandemic are still in place.
School employees, including bus
drivers, will continue to be paid for
now, Grimsley said. It’s too soon to
gauge the financial burden of the closure, she continued, although support
from the state could help cover the costs
of trying to educate so many students
outside the classroom. Grimsley noted
that Virginia school districts have been
asked to track their expenses related to
the coronavirus.
The school district will continue to
provide meals to students — through
volunteer deliveries or pickups — and
not only to those who qualify for the
program, she said. “We’re feeding everyone we can. We were able to get a
federal waiver so there’s really no questions asked. If a family says they need
food, we can feed them.”
The district is now providing as many
as 300 meals each weekday, and has a
meals access hotline, 540-671-0153.
“It’s not just the learning,” Grimsley
said. “It’s the well-being of our families who depend on the school system
for the structure and services they
need.”
Kathy Sickler, the school district’s
social worker, has been playing a core
role in trying to keep the schools and
its students connected. She’s been
making home visits and, in some
cases, has delivered supplies families
needed.
She said she’s concerned about the
impact of social isolation, particularly
now that the school year has ended so
prematurely. “I view it as my responsibility to keep these kids and their
families as motivated as possible, and
as engaged in their school community
as much as possible.”
Sickler said she’s set up some online groups to help keep classmates
connected, although sketchy internet
accessibility limits how extensive they
can be.
Her advice to those feeling trapped
in their homes?
“First, it’s very good for your mental
health to go outside,” she said. “And also
this is a time to tap into what your personal strengths are. Whether it’s something artistic or creative. Or maybe it’s
interacting with your family members.
Or supporting your friends, even if it’s
only over the phone.
“Everyone is very anxious right now.”

S PE C I A L C OV ER AGE

students who may not have a reliable
device at home. Please let your child's
teacher know if your child is in need of
a device (IPAD, Chromebook, or Laptop) to be able to be successful for the
remainder of the school year.”
For those with cell service, but limited or no internet access, Grimsley
said “we may be able to provide individual hot spots for the home. We may
even be able to support families in contacting providers to enhance access.”
Through the coronavirus outbreak,
teachers and support stand are available for individualized instruction and
support, although “in-person classes
or meetings will not be permitted for
the safety of our students and staff.”
Finally, for some sense of normalcy,
RCPS will close out the third 9-week

grading period tomorrow (March 27)
and grades and report cards will be issued as usual.
On a personalized front:
➜ All RCPS students are eligible to
receive breakfast and lunch. Contact
the Meals Access Hotline at 540-6710153.
➜ Students and parents feeling
stressed or concerned, call, text, or
email the school system’s emotional support hotline: 540-683-0437 or
Kathy Sickler at ksickler@rappahannockschools.us
➜ Principals will be setting up
systems to collect student belongings left in classrooms. Appointment
times for pick up will be communicated with you once all requested
items are gathered.

No flushing wipes
The Rappahannock County Water and Sewer Authority (RCWSA)
continues to operate 24/7 as residents employ the distancing and hygiene
practices necessary to protect their own and the community's health and
well-being during the COVID-19 crisis.
That said, the authority is reminding residents NOT to flush disinfectant
wipes down the toilet. They MUST be disposed of in the trash. Only human
waste and toilet paper may be disposed of in the toilet.
Please take the time to read the information card sent some months
ago. It contains important facts about the system’s operation and
users’ responsibilities in partnership to protect public health and the
environment.
At this unprecedented time, it is critical for everyone to do their part
to eliminate unnecessary risk to the community and to staff responding to
sewer emergencies.

Supervisors ready to assist
The Rappahannock County Board of Supervisors continues to serve
the citizens of Rappahannock County during the COVID-19 outbreak,
the BOS says in a statement.
Rappahannock County emergency responders, emergency manager,
law enforcement, county staff, and board members are working diligently
to address and anticipate citizen concerns.
“We must prepare, but not panic; be alert, but not fearful,” said BOS
Chair Christine Smith. “In preparing, think ahead for the needs of your
household. Check on your family, friends and neighbors. If you’re able,
call older folks or people with health issues who might feel isolated. We
have a tradition of watching out for one another in this beautiful place
we call home. Although we are practicing social distancing, we have never
been more united. The love, pride, and compassion shown by the people of
Rappahannock County over the last few weeks has been inspiring.”
The BOS encourages citizens to reach out by phone or email to their
representative if they need assistance or know of residents who are in need
of help:
Piedmont District: Christine Smith, Chair
Phone: (540) 987-5007; E-Mail: csmith@rappahannockcountyva.gov
Wakefield District: Debbie Donehey, Vice-Chair
Phone: (540) 252-9989; E-Mail: ddonehey@rappahannockcountyva.gov
Jackson District: Ronald L. Frazier
Phone: (540) 937-5983; E-Mail: rfrazier@rappahannockcountyva.gov
Stonewall-Hawthorne District: I. Christopher Parrish
Phone: (540) 270-6093; E-Mail: icparrish@rappahannockcountyva.gov
Hampton District: Keir A. Whitson
Phone: (540) 675-3358; E-Mail: kawhitson@rappahannockcountyva.gov
See BRIEFS, Page 17

Courthouse Row

Sponsored by

HOME/LAND TRANSFERS
There will be no home/land
transfers for the foreseeable future
due to courthouse access issues.
BUILDING PERMITS
Charlie Howell, Sperryville, electric
service, $800

Brett Boyce, Amissville, dwelling,
$350,000
Steve Norman, Woodville, replace
electric service, $2,000
Jeff Reamy, Huntly, inground pool,
$91,000
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Paid firefighters/EMTs hired part-time amid COVID crisis
Fire and rescue companies see at-risk volunteers step back from service
By Bob Hurley

For Foothills Forum

Chief Todd Brown of the Chester Gap Volunteer
Fire Department learned in the third week of March
that he was losing three volunteer firefighter/EMTs.
The reason: They were stepping back to avoid put-

ting their family members at risk of contracting the
COVID-19 virus.
Brown sprang into action and prepared a request
to County Administrator Garrey W. Curry Jr. and
Emergency Services and Management Coordinator
Kevin Williams to hire EMTs outside the county.

“We got the green light to go ahead and hire parttime firefighter/EMTs to fill the gap, and I’m pleased
to report we are in good shape to respond to any medical emergencies in our service area,” said Brown.
“We’ve hired personnel outside the county so as not
to pull away personnel from other companies in RapSee EMERGENCY, Page 11

Sen. Warner warns
residents to be prepared

1,100 meals delivered on Monday alone

‘I think that [COVID-19] reality is
even going to hit an idyllic place like
Rappahannock County’
By John McCaslin

Rappahannock News staff

Virginia Sen. Mark Warner has
one request of Rappahannock County residents: stay home.
“It’s going to be a rocky ride,” Warner cautioned in a telephone interview this week from his Alexandria
home, where he’s quarantining with
his family during the Senate recess.
“We’re just going to have to grapple with the fact that
for the next couple of weeks we’re going to see numbers of people — and in places like Rappahannock
County — who are getting sick go up.”
Warner, who served as Virginia’s governor from
BY HOLLY JENKINS

“Many of our children rely on school meals so our priority from the beginning was to continue to
feed students during the COVID-19 closure,” said Amanda Butler, RCPS School Nutrition Director

Rapp Schools continue to feed county’s youth
By Holly Jenkins

Special to the Rappahannock News

While
the
Rappahannock
County School hallways have been
very quiet since the statewide
school closure ordered by Gover-

nor Ralph Northam, the school
cafeterias have remained quite
busy with cafeteria staff packing
meals for students and children
under the age of 18.
Amanda Butler, RCPS School

Nutrition Director, and cafeteria
staff immediately went to work
to ensure that none of the county
youth would be hungry during the
See MEALS, Page 11

See WARNER, Page 10
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RappCE trains, certifies future healthcare workers through crisis
Live remote proctoring
allows students to take
certification exam at home
By Doug Schiffman

Special to the Rappahannock News

March 13th was going to be just another ordinary day at the Rappahannock Center for Education, when suddenly it wasn't.
While not nearly as difficult at making a ventilator out of spare parts, the
instructors and staff at RappCE faced a
daunting task: how do you continue to
train healthcare workers for the workplace when they can't even get to their
school?

You pivot, loan your school laptops
to the handful of students without computers, and try to secure reliable internet for those without any access.
Our student body draws from Front
Royal, Rappahannock, Culpeper, Madison, Orange — challenging everyone
on staff to be knowledgeable about local updates as well as state and federal.
For many of our students, RappCE
courses are their meal ticket for a job
and a career. And the school itself is
a social gathering point, a source for
high-speed internet, and a place where
they can get away from the life issues
that many of our students face.
To keep everyone engaged, we started publishing daily newsletters with
assignments, updates from the medical
community, wellness tips, and enter-

taining videos that have nothing to do
with healthcare but bring some levity.
Another vital aspect of keeping
our students engaged and focused is
that our instructors have been vigilant about checking in with all students regularly. As we are all so well
aware, in this unprecedented time,
we all need the perspective and compassion that regular contact can provide.
We’ve been closely following updates from the National Healthcare
Association, our certifying and testing organization, which is coming
up with innovative ways to replicate
hands-on learning, a critical part of
some certifications.
Picture this: phlebotomy students
practicing their sticks and venipunc-

ture on a fake but squishy arm. We await
word on a form of certification testing
known as LRP — Live Remote Proctoring — which will allow students to
take their certification exam at home
with a remote proctor viewing them
as they answer test questions.
What’s certain is that we are passionate about helping all our students
successfully complete their respective
courses, despite the challenges of our
COVID-19 reality. We are committed
to helping them in their goal of joining the workforce as medical assistants and phlebotomists.
While in-class sessions likely
won’t resume until June (reassessing
as needed), we’ve found our rhythm
through daily check-ins with our students, Zoom meetings, and self-study.

WARNER

Thank you Lions
— and Dida’s!

2002-2006, said he thought he “understood” all there is to know about the
novel coronavirus spreading like wildfire around the globe.
“But now I’ve got a half-dozen
friends who have it and one friend’s
wife who’s been on a ventilator for three
weeks, so it becomes much more real,”
the senator described. “And I think that
kind of coming reality is even going to
hit an idyllic place like Rappahannock
County.”
He predicted “the next two weeks
are going to be the roughest because
I think we’re going to be dealing with
three things: first, the economic uncertainty, and a lot of this happened
last week when people had to decide
[on April 1] which bill they were going
to pay: their mortgage, their landlords’
rent, or student debt.
“The second thing is we’ve got a $2.2
trillion dollar bill which is actually
more like $6 trillion because $400 billion of it is leveraged 10 times. . . . So it’s
the biggest package in American history,
but people who are economically insecure will say, ‘OK that’s great, when are
we going to get the money?’
“And how hard will getting the money be, particularly for a county like
Rappahannock that’s got so many

Hats off to the
Rappahannock Lions,
who have donated $5,000
to support the Dida’s
Distillery program to
manufacture hand sanitizer
for Rappahannock Fire and
Rescue companies, the Food
Pantry, as well as emergency
providers and hospitals in
the region. Dida’s, which is
part of Rappahannock Cellars
in Huntly, expects to reach
production of 50 gallons per
day. From left are Lions Jim
Blubaugh and Frank Raiter
and the distillery’s John
Delmare and Allan Delmare.

From Page 1

Tax Relief
Deadline

The deadline to apply for tax
relief for the elderly and
disabled is July 1, 2020.

COURTESY PHOTO

small businesses?”
The senator praised the Small Business Administration’s Paycheck Protection Program created in response
to the pandemic, in which $350 billion
in government guaranteed loans from
lenders would cover eight weeks of
payroll plus additional expenses.
“We’ve got a very attractive plan in
there . . . which would [cover] most of
the businesses in Rappahannock,” he
said, “but can all of those businesses apply and are they going to get the
money in a fast enough way? How do
we make sure that nonprofits that are
eligible for this program, too, how do

they get their fair share? There’s some
real administrative challenges.
“I’m not always a fan of this administration, but [Treasury Secretary]
Steve Mnuchin I think has been doing a great job and I’m working with
him on a daily basis trying to work out
some of those kinks. That will be important to Rappahannock.”
That said, will there be a CARES
2 act — or an additional COVID-19
stimulus plan that would go even further than Congress’s just-approved
CARES act meant to boost the American economy and its workers, millions
of whom are now unemployed?

Household income limits for
2020 are $0 - $32,420
Please call or email us to
apply. Our office is closed to
the public due to COVID-19.
Commissioner of the Revenue
540-675-5370
magraham@
rappahannockcountyva.gov

4/2, 4/9, 4/16

10

Courthouse Row

Sponsored by

HOME/LAND TRANSFERS
There will be no home/land
transfers for the foreseeable future.
BUILDING PERMITS
Johnny R. Pullen, Flint Hill, electric
upgrade, $1000

Elizabeth Jones, Sperryville,
colocation antenna, $30,000
Nancy David Dillon, Washington,
repair drain tile, $9,500
Robert Benyo, Washington,
tankless water heater, $5,574

“There has to be,” Warner replied.
“We have to look at where the holes
were in this one, and a lot of that may
be through local government [assistance] and again making sure we get
those resources out quickly. And as
large as this bill was — I believe $6
trillion and not $2 trillion — but as
huge as those numbers are most of this
is just keeping the economy on life support.
“It’s not stimulus,” explained the
senator, “because you can’t spend it
when people are still in lockdown.”
Finally, he warned Rappahannock
residents to be prepared in the coming
weeks for an expansion of COVID-19
cases, which likely won’t spare the
county.
The most recent coronavirus assessment Warner was provided by pandemic experts predicted the commonwealth’s overall apex for COVID-19
cases wouldn’t be until mid-to-late May,
given the amount of time it might take
for the virus to take hold and proliferate
in southside and southwestern portions
of Virginia.
“That was the last assessment we
had two days ago,” he said.

APRIL 9, 2020

rappnews.com
143rd Year • No. 20

T H U R S DAY , M AY 14 , 20 20

$1

BOS chair questions state of emergency
▶ Three county officials complain emergency declaration too restrictive
▶ Committee member Glennie admits to ‘baiting’ two newest supervisors
By John McCaslin

Rappahannock News staff

It was almost two months ago on
March 17 that a local “state of emergency” was declared (and subsequently
ratified) by the Rappahannock County
government due to the rapidly spreading COVID-19 pandemic.
Three weeks later, on April 6 and by
unanimous vote of the Rappahannock
County Board of Supervisors, public

VIDEO: Watch Wednesday’s
Board of Supervisors meeting
at rappnews.com/video
meeting and hearing practices were
modified by “emergency ordinance”
providing for the continuity of county
government operations.
“At this time, public health experts
recommend against assembling groups

of people in confined spaces,” determined the supervisors, ordering in
part that for a period of 60 days unless
amended “any regular scheduled or regular meeting of any public body may be
held by solely electronic or telephonic
means without a quorum of members
physically present and without members of the public physically present.”
See EMERGENCY, Page 26

COVID-19
alters school
graduations
‘Our seniors’ world
has been turned
upside down’
By Bob Hurley

See GRADUATION, Page 12

By John McCaslin

Rappahannock News staff

A sampling of Rappahannock County businesses finds several that will reopen this weekend under relaxed state
COVID-19 guidelines — the first phase
of the governor’s economic jumpstart
plan — while others aren’t in any hurry.
“Yes, Quievremont will be open this
weekend under Phase 1, with limited outdoor seating,” says vintner John
Guevremont of the Gid Brown Hollow
winery. “Even on a limited basis, opening the businesses can not start soon
enough.”
“Slow and low on restart for us. Not
this weekend,” relayed Scott Elliff of
DuCard Vineyards in Etlan, advising
this reporter: “Think about your health.”
Restaurants and distilleries, some
that have remained open for carryout
and delivery only during the COVID-19
pandemic, will not be permitted to open
for “indoor” dining or seating under
Phase 1 of Governor Ralph Northam’s
See BUSINESSES, Page 10

INSIDE
BOS unanimous in favor of FY21
budget, taxes unchanged • 5

For Foothills Forum

Traditional graduation ceremonies
lost. Assemblies recognizing academic
and athletic achievements canceled. Senior trip and prom scrubbed.
Time honored rites of passage for
Rappahannock students — spring
commencement ceremonies and related functions — are falling victim to
COVID-19.
But school administrators are fighting back hard to give graduates the recognition they so richly deserve.
“You can’t replace the senior banquet, or the pomp and circumstance
of a traditional graduation ceremony,”
said James E. “Jimmy” Swindler, RCHS
principal. “But our team is implementing a number of activities that will give
our graduates some measure of recognition for all the hard work they’ve put
in over the years.

Some businesses
to reopen this
weekend, others
not so fast

Counting under COVID’s Rules:
An in-depth look at the budget
uncertainties to come • 6

BY HOLLY JENKINS

RCHS Athletic Director Courtney Atkins hands out yard signs to the
seniors at a drive-thru event last week.

An uncertain future for Rapp’s college-bound students • 13

Morel miracle
Over columnist Pam Owen’s many
years of rambling in nature, she
participated in a few morel hunts,
but it wasn’t recently that she finally
found her first wild morel.
Wild Ideas + a new blog • 27
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Special section • 18-25
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EMERGENCY
From Page 1

But as with other areas across the
country, there are some within the Rappahannock County government — in
both elected and appointed positions —
who now want the county to loosen its
operational restrictions. And as cases of
COVID-19 here have been rising.
Among the officials is Rappahannock County Board of Supervisors Chair
Christine Smith, who prepared a resolution and ordinance in advance of last
week’s regular BOS meeting that sought
to “terminate” the local emergency declaration drafted by County Administrator Garrey Curry in his role as Director
of Emergency Management.
The chair’s document, among other
points, questioned “the constitutionality and lawfulness of these emergency measures.” The supervisors were to
meet Wednesday night, after this newspaper went to press, to further discuss
COVID-19 emergency measures now in
place.
Backing out of an emergency declaration — Rappahannock, we are told,
would become the only county in the
commonwealth to do so — could have
implications for the county government, private sector, and public. At a
minimum, an emergency declaration
positions the county to request reimbursement for COVID-19 related costs
through the state capital in Richmond
and the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
State restrictions, being softened
in phases starting Friday by Virginia
Gov. Ralph Northam, would also advise
against termination given the current increase of coronavirus cases.
COMPLAINTS, FOIA REQUEST

Smith, as it happened, never added
her measure to the May 4 meeting agenda. She told this newspaper Monday that
it was a “document I was working with at
that time.”
“One additional detail, our meeting
on Monday the 4th was simultaneous
with the governor’s announcement for
his plans, making it incredibly challenging to take any action,” she said.
In part, her draft ordinance stated
that the resulting “shutdown from the
State of Emergency while arguably prudent and necessary, is becoming more
detrimental to our local economy, and
questions have been raised concerning
the effectiveness of the mandatory shutdown and confinement measures as well
as with regard to the constitutionality
and lawfulness of these emergency measures.”
“Let’s Get Back to Work,” echoed
Rappahannock Building Committee
and Fire Levy Board member Page
Glennie in a May 6 email to Smith and
other board members, cc’ing Curry and
County Attorney Art Goff. This newspaper obtained it and other emails through
a subsequent FOIA request submitted by
Glennie last week.
“So if Albemarle County can hold
Planning Commission meetings to address routine business, why can’t Rappahannock County hold Planning Commission meetings to address the sizable
backlog of work on the Comprehensive
Plan and the Zoning Ordinance?” Glennie wondered.

26

Excerpts of the draft resolution
Smith’s original draft “resolution and ordinance” potentially“terminating
local state of emergency” stated in part:
Whereas the citizens of Rappahannock County have heeded the Governor’s
Declaration of Emergency and observed the local state of emergency,
as a result of which the COVID-19 outbreak in Rappahannock County has
remained statistically low and contained, and
Whereas hospitals and other health care facilities in surrounding localities
have not been overwhelmed by COVID-19 and maintained the ability
adequately to respond to the pandemic, and
Whereas the shutdown from the State of Emergency while arguably prudent
and necessary, is becoming more detrimental to our local economy, and
questions have been raised concerning the effectiveness of the mandatory
shutdown and confinement measures as well as with regard to the
constitutionality and lawfulness of these emergency measures,
Whereas Article 1, Section 7 of the Constitution of Virginia provides that
laws should not be suspended and that all power of suspending laws, or the
execution of laws, by any authority, without consent of the representatives
of the people, is injurious to their rights, and ought not to be exercised . . .
NOW THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED and ORDAINED by the Board of
Supervisors of Rappahannock County, Virginia hereby ORDERS:
(1) The Declaration of Local Emergency by Garrey W. Curry issued on
March 17, 2020, pursuant to Virginia Code § 44-146.21 be and it is hereby
terminated effective [immediately] or [as of _________________,
2020];
(2) That in order to restore the vibrant life, economic health, and personal
liberty of the people of Rappahannock County, the Rappahannock County
Board of Supervisors hereby petitions and requests the Governor of the
Commonwealth of Virginia to include Rappahannock County as a locality
where advanced easing of restrictions may take place on an expedited
timetable in Phase One of the “Forward Virginia” Blueprint . . .
Record of the roll-call vote on motion to approve the foregoing resolution,
said vote taken by the Board of Supervisors of Rappahannock County,
Virginia, at an emergency meeting meeting held at the Rappahannock
County County Library, Town of Washington, Rappahannock County, Virginia,
on May 4, 2020.”

“Why can’t the Building Committee
get back to work on the many infrastructure issues? Why can’t the Fire Levy
Board review the Fire and Rescue Strategic Plan? . . . There are many very important tasks that need to get done. The
backlog of work was bad before. We are
now digging an even bigger hole.
“With so many other activities being
curtailed, what better time is there to get
work done?” he concluded. “It is apparent that the county’s working definition
of essential business is too restrictive.
Have we asked Richmond for clarification or guidance? BTW: I can’t remember any committee meeting where 10
people showed up, and besides Zoom can
be used. Please get back to work.”
Less than 48 hours later, after Glennie had not received an official reply
from Smith, he wrote to Curry:
“I have not received an answer to this
email, more less an acknowledgement
of receipt. I understand it is not your
responsibility to respond to me directly,
nor did I expect you to. However, I am
confident that you would not let something like this just go without providing
input to the board. Consequently, I request [under FOIA] all correspondence
(to or from) between any of the addressees (both to and cc).”
In under two hours’s time, Curry
wrote back to Glennie, copying the BOS
and Goff: “Find attached responsive
documents to your FOIA request. Note,
the emails from the accounts of Curry,
Donehey, Goff, Parrish, and Whitson all
included the same emails (all copied to
each other), I extracted them from my
account so as to not have to pull five different files with the same set of emails.
The emails from the accounts for Frazier
and Smith had additional email traffic,
so they are provided separately.”

Glennie, it turns out, had in fact heard
back from Supervisor Ron Frazier moments after sending his May 6 missive
imploring the county to return to work.
“Well,” Frazier wrote, “I mentioned the
same thing during Wednesday’s meeting
most specifically the ‘Building Comm.’
I wonder, is it because certain people
have more power or authority under lock
down? or, in the case of the County Atty.
less questions concerning his performance?”
Frazier has been repeatedly critical of
Goff in the past.
Five minutes later, Glennie wrote
back to Frazier, going so far as to acknowledge: “Yes I know. I’m baiting [Supervisors] Keir [Whitson] and Debbie
[Donehey], particularly Debbie, into a
response. If Garrey responds, I’ll emphasize I wanted a response for BOS
members, not the Director of Emergency
Management.”
ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDANCE

Curry, meanwhile, had assured the
supervisors upon receiving Glennie’s
original email: “Neither Art nor I think
that the ‘continuity of government’ requires the actions listed as an example
from Albemarle, and we are understandably conservative when it comes to FOIA
issues. We need to look no further than
back to last weekend when we received
letters from a local attorney questioning
our authority to even proceed with electronic meetings with the very conservative method we are using. Albemarle
may have to defend how they have chosen to interpret COV [Code of Virginia]
Section 15.2-1413, not us.
“That said, I committed during the
[BOS] meeting on Monday to work with
the county attorney to review the new
HB29 language [Governor Northam’s

SPECIAL COVERAGE

COVID-19 declarations channel] that
appears to broaden what we can do and
let the board know our thoughts. I have
no interest in attracting another FOIA
lawsuit, particularly while I am your
FOIA officer. Other localities may not
have ever had the pleasure of having a
FOIA lawsuit.”
Continued Curry: “Nothing in what
the board already passed disallows the
board from holding in person meetings. The county attorney and I have
discussed that there could be liability if
people get sick and blame the county for
having a meeting as the path (contact
tracing) through which they were infected. Is it worth it? The governor has
laid out his plan and I suggest that the
reintroduction of non-electronic meetings be linked to Phases 1/2/3 that he
proposed. We may enter Phase 1 on May
15, if the date is not further pushed back,
and small groups of less than 10 would
be supported by the governor.”
Finally, this guidance: “The chairs of
your committee can hand out ‘assignments’ to be carried out by individual
committee members for input to other
committee members at their next meeting. As long as there is no communications among three or more members on a
rapid basis (approaching simultaneously), it would not be a FOIA issue.”
Upon receiving Curry’s guidance,
Supervisor Whitson wrote back: “Well
said, Garrey, and much appreciated.”
To which Smith replied the morning of May 7: “Respectfully, chairs call
meetings, not staff. It’s a shame that
some six weeks into this we still have
no clear guidance by which to operate.
Events this past weekend showed how
dangerous it is to be in a state of ‘reaction: I suppose I should be happy that
someone is getting around to it next
week . . .”
Minutes later, Smith enquired of
Curry: “Have you or Art asked other
localities for the basis of their continued operations? As in many other
instances, it would be nice not to reinvent the wheel on this. I know you
have many other demands on your
time.”
Curry responded: “I have reviewed
other locality continuity of government ordinances. I’m not sure anyone
has really gotten their arms around
the new language from HB29, but I
will be on the lookout.”
Frazier, at the same time, forwarded to Glennie for the first time Curry’s
original email to the BOS, telling the
committees member: “I missed the
fact that Garrey did not reply to you,
just the board, I guess Keir [Whitson]
missed it too but didn’t send to you
thanking Garrey for his response.”
All said and done, the BOS last
night (Wednesday) was expected to
further discuss dialing back Rappahannock’s emergency declaration.
Smith told the News on Monday that
Curry has drafted a new document
“at the request of me and other board
members, so as this situation unwinds
we will have options in place to resume business in the county, including government business. It’s a matter
of timing on these things, to be sure.
“I’d like to have a constructive conversation as a board about what benefits we
see from the declared state of emergency,
rather than just have it in place because
everyone else does,” Smith explained.
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Comp Plan gets a new set of eyes

$1

SIX MONTHS
OF COVID IN
RAPPAHANNOCK

Board of Supervisors to hold public hearing on Monday ➜ PAGE 14

Where we’ve been, where we
are, where we’re going
BY JOHN MCCASLIN

Rappahannock News staff

BY JOHN MCCASLIN

Pawfect day at Off the Grid Farm
Seven-year-old Amani Melson keeps her best friend, Bean, company as the livestock guardian keeps watch
over the chicken pen at Off the Grid Farm in Sperryville. Still a puppy, Bean is three-quarters Great Pyrenees
and one-quarter Anatolian Shepherd, while Amani is clearly 100 percent charming. Her mom, Elizabeth
Melson, is the manager of the farm, which on Saturday hosted Hemp Harvest Day, a Rappahannock Farm Tour
Open House sponsored by the Rappahannock Hemp Cooperative. ➜ A photo package of the day’s events
appears on Page 11

CheriWoodard.com, 37 Main Street, Sperryville, VA 22740

It’s been exactly six months since the first resident
of Rappahannock County, an unidentified man in his
40s experiencing mild symptoms, tested positive for
COVID-19.
If we
Until that inevitable day in earare
ly April, Rappahannock somehow
managed to keep the spreading virus vigilant
at bay — one of less than a handful ... I think
of counties in the entire state to do we can go
so despite being in the shadow of the through the
winter and
COVID-burgeoning nation’s capital.
Even now, in the half-year since still be as
SARS (severe acute respiratory syn- we are right
drome) reared its ugly head here, Rap- now, which
pahannock continues to have among is probably
the lowest COVID-19 case counts in in a good
the commonwealth of Virginia — and place.”
easily the fewest number of coronavi- Regional
rus infections in the five-county Rap- health director
pahannock-Rapidan Health District Dr. Wade
(RRHD) that includes more heavily Kartchner
populated Fauquier, Culpeper, Madison and Orange.
“The main reason is that as I drive through Rappahannock County and meet the people and go to meetSee COVID, Page 10

New $90k grant program for
small businesses launches ➜ PAGE 6

(540) 987-8500

Avoiding mail-in
voting mistakes
BALLOT

The county Registrar of Voters
started sending out absentee and
mail-in ballots to voters on Sept 18.
Here are some common errors. 6
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ington, according to a source outside of
RRHD. They lived just across the Rappahannock County line in the Amissville
section of Culpeper.

ings there I do know that more than any
county in our district they sort of live
the socially-distanced lifestyle to begin
with,” says Dr. Wade Kartchner, RRHD’s
A complaint often voiced in RappaWarrenton-based health director.
hannock County is that one often hears
“That in and of itself provides a layer
about people being infected with — and
of protection that really nobody else has,
especially dying from — COVID-19, yet
maybe Madison is the next closest. Peovery little is said about those who have
ple just aren't piled on top of each other.”
recovered from the otherwise risky viFor that matter, given its mostly burus, which as of this week has killed
colic setting, RRHD — among 35 health
205,000 Americans and counting.
districts carved into the commonwealth
“The bottom line,” answers Dr.
by the Virginia Department of Health —
Kartchner, “is that the [VDH] contact
has similarly been spared much of the
tracers, the case investigators, have so
pandemic’s misery.
much work to do just to follow up those
“I would say we are in the bottom
[positive cases] every single day — and
third as far as cases per 100,000 people,”
things are coming in every day — that
Dr. Kartchner educates. “I think it has a
frankly the resources don’t exist to conlot to do with the rural nature of the distinue to follow up.
trict, the fact there are no large univer“In essence what we do ... we discuss
sities, and with few exceptions no large
with the [positive] case and all of their
businesses either where you would have
contacts what they need to do, how they
people congregating.
need to isolate, and how they need to
“And to go along with that rural asquarantine. And then they are handed
pect we don’t have a lot of, for the lack of
off as needed to the medical community.
the better term, the inner-city housing
“What people don’t realize,” he concongregation of people that say Alextinues, “is that we don’t do that follow up,
andria might have. Country mouse and
or obtain the recovery data or informacity mouse,” he puts it. “Alexandria is [altion, on any other infectious disease. If
most] the same population as we are. But
we have a measles outbreak ... or whoopthe metrics are quite different when you
ing cough we don’t follow them out for
look at them.”
months.
As of Monday, Culpeper County (pop.
“I go back to ‘yes’ — virtually every52,605) led RRHD’s overall COVID-19
body recovers [from COVID-19]. And
count with 1,199 cases. Followed by FauI think it’s worthwhile to note that if
quier’s (pop. 71,222) 939 positive results,
they’re not winding up … in the morOrange’s (pop. 36,644) 327 cases, Maditality statistics you can assume that
son’s (pop. 13,261) 109, and finally Rappavirtually everybody else has recovered.
BY JOHN MCCASLIN
hannock (pop. 7,370), where 63 citizens
And I put that in quotation marks,
have been infected.
‘recovered.’ I mean every disease that
Dr. Wade Kartchner oversees the five-county Rappahannock-Rapidan
All told, only 2,630 residents of Health District that includes Rappahannock County, which has seen one
anybody gets is going to have a cerRRHD — its combined population num- of the lowest COVID-19 case counts in Virginia: “People just aren’t piled
tain percentage of those with perhaps
bering 181,102 — have tested positive for on top of each other.”
some long term [impacts]. But really
the coronavirus. That’s fewer than 1.5
that's outside the purview of the public
percent.
cases, or first wave, all but vanished during the sum- health system to follow those out and it’s more an asWith 159,428 residents, Alexandria comparably is mer, albeit followed by a more explosive second wave pect of the healthcare system in general.”
less populated than RRHD, however the mixed urban in the fall.
and residential city bordering Washington, DC has
With the stubborn 2020 pandemic the first wave has
seen 3,825 residents — 2.4 percent of its population — never abated, with certain regions of the country today
test positive for the virus through Monday.
experiencing new spikes of COVID on top of previous
Speaking with the Rappahannock News at a picnic
At the same time, Alexandria has endured 69 spikes. Among the smaller percentage of exceptions is table outside the main RRHD office in Warrenton, the
COVID-related deaths, while in the Rappahan- the Rappahannock-Rapidan Health District.
mask-wearing Dr. Kartchner expands on the other selnock-Rapidan district 51 residents have succumbed to
“Nationally no,” agrees Dr. Kartchner. “But I think dom discussed impacts — mental health, substance
the virus — two in Rappahannock County.
we here in the [RRHD] district did see a summer lull. abuse, shutting down the economy, among others —
Of course, numerous factors weigh into the devas- We had some big spikes in March and April and go- COVID-19 is having on the community.
tating impacts of a pandemic, not the least being its ing into May. We did dwindle down through July and
“It’s really hard to determine yet how bad it is,” he
toll on minority populations, including within RRHD. then we’ve been kind of steady ever since, with some reflects. “There are some indicators, we see evidence
Then there are the struggling college campus settings. exceptions of outbreaks in certain places [as with one perhaps, with more of an uptick in opioid cases, over“In our region we have the Central Shenandoah church in Rappahannock County]. But other than that dose cases. But I really think this is going to play out
Health District [and] they’ve got JMU [James Madi- it’s been slowly steady.”
over years and years and we probably won't know the
son University] and a couple of other [colleges],” Dr.
To date, RRHD’s largest outbreaks have occurred extent of it until deep in retrospect.”
Kartchner points out. “Shenandoah University is in in retirement homes and churches, which also acIn this newspaper’s commentary pages last month,
the Lord Fairfax district. And you’ve got Mary Wash- count for most of the mortalities. In Rappahannock the RRHD health director didn’t hold back when disington [College] over on the Fredericksburg side.
County, many of the COVID cases — and both of its cussing the “collateral damage” of the virus. In fact, as
“We sort of sit — I like to think of it as a donut deaths — can be traced to the Massanova Pentecos- early as March 23 — one week before Rappahannock
hole in education, at least in higher education — that tal Church in Castleton and its week-long revival in County’s first positive COVID case — he wrote in an
all we have are two small community college satellite late June that attracted congregations from multiple email to Dr. M. Normal Oliver, the state’s health comcampuses in our entire [RRHD] district. Some people regional churches.
missioner:
might bemoan that as a lack of higher education opAccording to one witness, most participants
“With the institution of ever-increasingly drastic
portunities in the health district, but it has played well shunned masks and didn’t practice social distancing. measures to curb the spread of the virus, I see perhaps
for us as far as that student [virus] transmission that Within weeks, Massanova’s pastor, Rev. Lindsey D. an even greater danger in destroying the economy
we’ve seen here in the last two months as colleges have Savage, died. Another congregant, a woman who lived through such measures, with the resultant ramificaopened. And I think that’s been a blessing for us.”
in the town of Washington, also succumbed.
tions that brings to society and the long-term health
“The majority of our congregation has already had of its citizens. We know from a population health perCOVID,” Massanova’s new pastor, Kelsey Villines, has spective that one of the major determinants of health
since acknowledged. “I think around 32 people in our is the economic well-being of a person and society. I am
Hope had existed this past spring, when the first church tested positive … [so] we’re all hopefully carry- concerned that a narrow focus on ‘flattening the curve’
in the short-term is taking precedence over the loss
cases of COVID-19 surfaced that the United States, ing antibodies and we can’t get it again.”
Among the first reported COVID deaths within the of life in the long term, as this entire cohort of people
that the country would experience a virus lull once the
warmer temperatures of summer arrived — a pattern Rappahannock-Rapidan district was an elderly cou- who are at significant risk of losing jobs, health inseen during the 1918 pandemic, when the springtime ple who attended St. Peter Catholic Church in Wash- surance, homes, and savings suffers from suicide,

What about recoveries?

‘An even greater danger’

Rare summer lull
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Hemp Harvest Day

“Hemp Harvest Day,” a Rappahannock Farm Tour Open House
sponsored by the Rappahannock Hemp Cooperative, was held Saturday
at Off the Grid Farm, Market & Cafe in Sperryville. Throughout history
industrial hemp has been an important source of fiber, food and medicine,
and only recently has the US government acknowledged that growing
the hearty and versatile plants can help create thriving local economies,
including by developing regional hemp processing and manufacturing
facilities.
Above, the Cherry Cobbler variety of hemp thrives almost jungle-like on
a hillside at Off the Grid Farm, where manager Elizabeth Melson says “98
percent are female plants, which is what you want when trying to get the
flower.”
After drying and curing, the farm’s Lis Heras, left, trims the larger buds
and strips smaller stems, each portion of the plant providing important
ingredients to the many hemp products available at Off the Grid Cafe
& Market. Hemp Harvest Day events also featured demonstrations
from veterinarian Joyce Harman on hemp and animal care; Theresa
Boardwine on hemp clinical applications; and Elizabeth Lee on basic fiber
applications.
PHOTOS BY JOHN MCCASLIN

abuse, increased morbidity and mortality from
untreated or poorly treated conditions, mental
health crises, divorce, and increased drug and alcohol
abuse.”
He cited a respected JAMA medical report since
then showing where “this has indeed occurred.
COVID-19 has tripled the rate of depression symptoms
in US adults, particularly among those with financial
worries, and this rise in depression is much greater
than after previous traumatic national events such as
9-11 or the Ebola outbreak.”
Dr. Kartchner explains to this newspaper: “The
reason I write those things, and it's probably a little different than most of my colleagues, is that I really try
to provide a balance, combined with what I think is
important from my experience and from my time as a
health director and my reading of the literature. So I've
received feedback when I write those things that yes,
that’s true, and no, that's wrong.”
He pauses and smiles. “So if I get both of those I figure I'm probably hitting it right in the middle.”
Appointed RRHD’s health director in early 2016,
Dr. Kartchner knows all too well about “collateral
damage” to a community. For almost a decade, until
arriving in Virginia to be closer to a son attending law
school, the pediatrician was Public Health Director of
Navajo County, Arizona — in that capacity overseeing,
in part, portions of the Navajo Nation and surrounding
Hopi and Fort Apache Indian Reservations.
The tremendous toll that COVID-19 has taken on
that American Indian community alone hasn’t gone
unnoticed.
“The Native Americans, particularly in that part of
the United States — it hit early and they got hit really
hard,” he says. “It’s been sad to see that.”
RAPPAHANNOCK NEWS • OCTOBER 1, 2020

Where to from here?
For most Americans the coming months will be a
stressful period of uncertainty, better spent outside.
Health experts have been advising ever since the coronavirus arrived in the country that it’s far safer for a
person to be outdoors, where the highly-contagious
virus spreads less easily, than in indoor environments.
“I think that [indoor] concern is well placed,” Dr.
Kartchner states. “What we are really noticing in this
[Rappahannock-Rapidan] district, and I think it applies
everywhere, is that we really don't see a big uptick in
cases, we don't see a lot of transmission, outside of those
[indoor] events … outside of those [indoor] settings.
“Obviously the nursing home settings are even more
problematic because people are sort of confined to an
area, they can’t leave it if they wanted to. But other settings, and you have to rope schools in with those as well
— schools and churches [or] any large event is going to
be the opportunity for the virus to really spread.”
Which brings us to a vaccine. Optimistically, any
COVID-19 vaccine proven to be effective is still months
away — certainly not available for any widespread distribution until after winter is upon us.
“I’m optimistic that [a vaccine] will be safe and effective when it comes out. I’ll be getting it,” assures Dr.
Kartchner. “I don't see it really going away until we pass
that part of the timeline.”
In the meantime, there’s another important vaccine
now available.
“The best message is to indeed get a flu shot,” the
health director recommends, especially to elderly residents of Rappahannock County who are at an increased
risk to both the seasonal flu and COVID. What’s dubbed
a coronavirus-and-flu “twin-demic.”

LOCAL COVID-19 NEWS, IN YOUR INBOX

Sign up for our free daily email newsletter at
rappnews.com/newsletter

“It is a concern,” says the doctor. “So far it’s looking
like there shouldn't be issues with that, but as we've
seen during the last six months there have been many
predictions that have gone sideways. One positive note,
I was reading a study the other day [where] the flu season in the Southern Hemisphere countries this summer
has been almost zero.
“And it's a consequence, I think, of us and particularly them … as they follow social distancing and masking
that they have inadervernty prevented a lot of flu cases.
My hope is that as we continue to try to prevent COVID
we’ll also as a secondary effect see a lower incidence of
flu this winter as well. And so really the message is get
your flu shot and let’s continue to do those things that
we’re doing right now.”
As in social distancing, wearing masks, and washing
hands, which the doctor is constantly prescribing to local residents.
“If we are vigilant on those [indoor settings this
winter] and don't allow those to happen — or we take
precautions I think is a better way to say it — if we
do that I think we will still see just a small smoldering sort of ‘case here and case there’ type of transmission,” Dr. Kartchner predicts.
“And that’s kind of where we’ve been [in Rappahannock-Rapidan] except for when it gets into a nursing home, or gets into a church. But if people are smart
and do that [then] I think we can go through the winter and still be as we are right now, which is probably
in a good place.”
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The lure of leaves
Your eyes are not deceiving you.
Those are vehicles lined up to enter
Shenandoah National Park’s Thornton
Gap Entrance Station if only for a brief
moment this past weekend, as autumn
colors abound. Crowds descending on
the park since the COVID-19 pandemic
began are breaking records by the tens
of thousands. The sun had barely risen
Saturday and Sunday and the parking
lots of Old Rag and Whiteoak Canyon
were filled. “It’s wicked,” the park posted.
“So turn that car around, and find
another hike!”

➨ Forty-four percent of
high schoolers are failing;
➨ RCES staffer tests
positive for virus

BY JANET LOEHRKE (FLYING WITH HER PILOT HUSBAND TIM)

BY RACHEL NEEDHAM
Rappahannock News Staff

Pilot who crashed near Sperryville warned not to fly
‘The airplane began a descending and rapidly
accelerating, left spiral turn that became
increasingly tighter in radius’
BY JOHN MCCASLIN

Rappahannock News staff

The adventurous cross-country pilot of a small plane that

th

crashed August 31 near Sperryville was advised not to depart
from a Maryland airport that
evening because of bad weather

along the flight route, yet while
“waiting for the weather to clear”
and eyeing “storms” on his iPad
he took off anyway.
That according to a preliminary National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) accident
See PILOT, Page 12
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On the heels of Rappahannock
County High School Principal Jimmy
Swindler searching for ways to reduce
an estimated 44 percent of students
currently failing due to incomplete or
late work, it was announced this week
that an elementary school staffer has
tested positive for the coronavirus.
Welcome to schooling in the age of
COVID-19.
In an email to teachers last Thursday, Swindler reminded teachers that
“what we all have to understand is that
if we move forward with a 40+% failure rate it won’t be long before the good
folks from the VDOE’s School Improvement Team come knocking at our door,
and I am pretty sure that NONE of us
wish to see that scenario unfold.”
Swindler suggested giving students
“reboot days” to catch up on overdue
assignments and incomplete work.
“Hold off on new instruction and do all
you can with your students to get them
caught up, which will in turn improve
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their grades,” he wrote.
“Late next week we will reassess
where we are RE our overall student
performance and then move forward
with decisions on grades/grade reports
for this quarter.”
In an email to the Rappahannock
News, Swindler denied any allegations
that the RCPS administration has encouraged teachers to change grades.
“That is NOT one of the strategies
we discussed,” Swindler wrote.
Alluding to the pandemic which has
exerted unprecedented pressure on
teachers and students, Swindler continued: “I think it’s safe to say that the
environment itself constitutes an ‘extenuating circumstance’ RE justifying
the need to give students some extra
assistance. We are all in this together
and the problems we are having are being repeated all across the state.”
Swindler added that in Zoom calls
with school administrators and principals he has heard that “EVERYONE
is having the same challenges with remote learning.”
RCPS made the decision in August
to resume school on a hybrid model
which combines two days of in-person classes with three days of remote
learning.
One teacher who wished to remain
anonymous told this newspaper that
even in a normal school year it is difficult to strike the delicate balance between leniency—accepting late work
without penalty, for example—and
holding students to a rigorous standard.
“As teachers we have this duality
where on one hand we want to teach
the kids content and encourage them
to try to learn and on the other hand we
want to teach them to be model adults,
which is turning things in on time,” the
teacher said.
The teacher added that earlier in
the semester school administrators
had asked faculty to put zeros on students’ report cards for incomplete work
thinking it would “wake them up,” but
now it seems they need to try a different approach. “We’re aiming to be flexible with the kids and not discourage
them from trying.”
Superintendent Shannon Grimsley
agreed. “As trauma-informed educators,” Grimsley said in an interview,
“we can presume that this time is
traumatic for students and their families. Seeing a zero on a report card is
reflective of challenges with the remote learning model, not necessarily of
teachers or their students.”
And as for the students who have
done all their work and managed to
maintain high marks throughout,
Swindler and Grimsley emphasized
that they would not be affected. “This
is not about penalizing anyone, it’s
about supporting all of our students
through this incredibly difficult time.”
NEW COVID-19 CASE

On Monday night RCPS sent an
email and automated voice message
to parents alerting them that an administrative employee tested positive over the weekend. The staff
member was not on school premises
on Monday and all areas with which
the individual had been in direct
contact have been sanitized.
“At this time, due to the proceRAPPAHANNOCK NEWS • OCTOBER 22, 2020

dures and physical distancing protocols implemented by RCPS, it has
been determined after thoroughly investigating locally that there were no
close contacts with any students and
very limited contact with staff members, and therefore no known high
risk of transmission of COVID-19 at
the elementary school,” wrote Superintendent Shannon Grimsley in her
letter to parents.
Staff members who came into
close contact with the individual
have been asked to quarantine and
await further instructions from the
Virginia Department of Health. The
Rappahannock Rapidan Health Department has opened an investigation to contact trace and determine
if any other individuals will need to
quarantine.
The VDH defines close contact as
being within six feet of an infected
person for 15 minutes or more. The
VDH provides resources and information about COVID-19 at www.vdh.
virginia.gov/coronavirus/

GET FREE TEXT ALERTS

You’ll get quick access to the latest
developments and interesting features.
To sign up for text alerts from the
Rapp News, go to joinsubtext.
com/rappnews or send a text to
5402643286

Obituaries
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hirley Perry Huff, 84, of Front Royal, Washington, Va. passed
away on October 10th, 2020 at her home in Front Royal.
Born July 6th, 1936 to Sidney R. and Cora L. Perry. She is proceeded in death by her husband Allie Payne Huff. She is survived by her
son’s Lewis Edward Huff and Brian Lee Huff, 5 grandchildren and 3
great grandchildren. Shirley was very devoted to her family, her church family and
many dear friends.
Private graveside burial to be schduled.

W

Carroll Snead Settle
June 11, 1940 - October 13, 2020

ith deep sadness, the family of Carroll Snead Settle, 80, of Washington, Virginia, announces his passing in the early morning hours at Page Memorial
Hospital on October 13, 2020.
He was the youngest child born June 11, 1940 in Castleton, Virginia to the late
Harry Edward and Rosie Byrd Wharton Settle.
Carroll was retired from Washington Gas Company after 30 years of services as
a welder. He spent his retirement years tending to his cattle.
Carroll is survived by his loving companion, Mary Ann Leake; a daughter, Linda
Carol “Lynn” Settle and her husband Charles Milton “Chuck” Settle of Washington, Virginia; and one sibling, Anna Mae Gore of Orange, Virginia.
Additional survivors include his grandchildren, who were the pride and joy of his
life, Kyle Davis Settle and his wife Jennifer Maryl “Jenny” Settle of Culpeper, Virginia, and Samantha Nicole Settle of Washington, Virginia; and one great-granddaughter, Grace Joy Settle of Culpeper, Virginia. In addition to his parents, he is
preceded in death by seven siblings, Harry Brown, Lois Elizabeth, Charles Russell,
Brueton “Bunny” Franklin, Lee Taylor, Fred Thomas, and Huroy “Billy” Settle.
Memorial contributions may be made in his name to any of the following: Washington Volunteer Fire and Rescue, Flint Hill Volunteer Fire and Rescue, Amissville
Fire and Rescue, or the Sperryville Rescue Squad.
The family has decided to hold a private service to commemorate his life.
Friends may call at Maddox Funeral Home, 105 West Main Street, Front Royal
on Sunday, October 18, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.
Condolences may be sent to the family at www.maddoxfuneralhome.com
Arrangements are being handled by Maddox Funeral Home, Front Royal.
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HOME/LAND TRANSFERS
The following home and land transfers
were recorded at the Rappahannock County
Circuit Court Clerk’s office Oct. 10-19
Hampton
Roberta Doreen Arens to William
E. Russell, Jr., and Allison Nicole
Russell, husband and wife, 1.697 acres,
$299,900, deed bargain sale, general
warranty, tax map 18-59
Hawthorne
Michael H. Hanback, executor for
the estate of William Harrison Hanback
to Bilge Astarlioglu Emrich and Peter
Alexander Emrich, wife and husband,
4.9008 acres, $412,500, deed bargain
sale, general warranty, tax map 41-26C
Jackson
Jena M. Cote to Joshua P. Bono and
Mary Liscomb Bono, husband and wife,
2.51 acres, $180,000, deed bargain sale,
general warranty, tax map 32-28
Patrick W. Cournan and Sheri D.
Cournan, husband and wife, to Robert

James Dietrich and Julie Lynn Dietrich,
husband and wife, 11.3742 acres,
$449,000, deed bargain sale, general
warranty, tax map 23-21B
Douglas C. Seal, trustee of the Douglas
C. Seal Living Trust, to Patrick Cournan
and Sheri Cournan, husband and wife,
32.0 acres, $300,000, deed bargain sale,
general warranty, tax map 32-56C
Piedmont
Chiara Parlagreco and Parker E.
Bullard to Christopher Matthew Berta Jr.,
5.3326 acres, $283,500, deed bargain
sale, general warranty, tax map 27-11C
BUILDING PERMITS
Scott Dillon, Sperryville, replace gas
furnace, $14,291
Jeremy Famham, Boston, electric
service, $1,000
Alejandro and Melanie Chafuen,
Boston, accessory building, $25,000
Michael Blyth, Amissville, carport,
$10,500

Obituaries
tfields@insidenova.com
703.771.8831
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