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Punnammal Gross said she 
had planned to graduate high 
school on Saturday in a small, 
quiet celebration at home with 
her parents, but the 18-year-old 
Stafford County resident put 
that event on hold for something 
she felt would make a bigger im-
pact on the world she lives in.

Gross chose to spend the 
morning with hundreds of oth-
ers in a march of solidarity for 

George Floyd and his family.
“He looked like someone in my 

family,” said Gross. “It just really 
hurt, and I wish that he was still 
here.”

Floyd died on Memorial Day 
as former Minneapolis police 
officer Derek Chauvin had him 
pinned him down for eight min-
utes and 45 seconds by pressing 

his knee into the back of his neck. 
In a video of the incident widely 
circulated on social media, Floyd 
repeatedly cried out that he 
couldn’t breathe.

After the incident, Chauvin 
was fired from the force and 
charged with murder. Three 
other police officers involved 
were also fired, but have not been 
charged.

Since Floyd’s death, numer-
ous marches, protests and 

LOCAL MARCH URGES 
JUSTICE FOR FLOYD

ONLINE >> For video and more 
photos, visit fredericksburg.com
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demonstrations have oc-
curred across the U.S., 
some of them erupting in 
violence in places such as 
Atlanta, Denver, New York 
City and near the White 
House.

But in Fredericksburg 
Satu rd ay,  those  who 
m a rched m a rched i n 
peace.

Gross and more than 
200 others met at the W.L. 
Harris Playground in the 
Mayfield community at 
10 a.m., and then marched 
to Fredericksburg’s City 
Hall. There, the crowd, a 
mix of blacks and whites, 
listened to speakers and 
prayers and solemnly me-
morialized Floyd.

A police officer offered 
to direct traffic if needed, 
but help was not needed. 
A few officers were among 
the crowd at City Hall.

Mozett Petway, a com-
munity activist and presi-
dent of the Spotsylvania 
branch of the National 
Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored 
People, was one of the 
organizers of Saturday’s 
march. Petway said one 
of the outcomes he hoped 
for was finding a law-
enforcement agency in 
the Fredericksburg region 
say, “No, thanks, that’s 
not us.”

“Do we have a relation-
ship [with law enforce-
ment] that we are assured 
that they would not allow 
something like this to 
happen here?” Petway 
asked.

“We want a statement 
from an agency that says 
that’s not them, that’s not 
what they stand for,” said 
Petway.

Fredericksburg Mayor 
Mary Katherine Green-
law joined Petway, City 
Councilman Charles Frye 
Jr. and others in speaking 

at the gathering outside 
City Hall.

“What happened in 
Minneapolis is not us, and 
it’s not going to be us,” 
Greenlaw said in an inter-
view afterward.

Stafford County busi-
nesswoman Metria Sin-
gleton not only marched 

on Saturday, she helped 
organize the event as well. 
Singleton said news of the 
local march was spread by 
social media channels and 
by word of mouth.

“ We  h a ve  n o t h i n g 
against law enforcement. 
This is all peaceful. We 
just want to stand with 

the nation and show this 
is unjust,” said Singleton.

Singleton believes if a 
crime is committed, crim-
inals should be arrested. 
But she also believes the 
nation must shed nega-
tivity and the “baggage 
we see in the media,” and 
come together as one. She 
said police need to build 
bridges to the community 
and hold abusive officers 
accountable.

“I’m one of the biggest 
supporters of law enforce-
ment, but we need police 
to call out their brethren 
when they do wrong,” said 
Singleton. “We can’t have 

these bad apples carrying 
badges and guns.”

Singleton said years ago 
when police rode bicycles 
through neighborhoods 
and talked with people, 
they were part of the com-
munity. Today, she said 
that communication is 
lacking.

“If something’s going 
on, we would call them by 
name, instead of coming 
out for an immediate ar-
rest,” said Singleton. “We 
haven’t had an opportu-
nity to interact with the 
police. They need to show 
more communication 
between citizens and the 

community.”
Before beginning the 

30-minute march to City 
Hall, Petway organized 
marchers in socially-dis-
tanced groups of 10. Police 
offered to direct traffic 
around marchers, but help 
was not needed.

During the march, pass-
ing cars blew their horns 
in support as the group 
walked along Dixon Street 
en route to downtown.

Once at City Hall, the 
Rev. James E. King of Land 
of Promise Church deliv-
ered rousing remarks that 
echoed many of Floyd’s 
final words, his last be-
ing, “Don’t kill me.” King 
concluded his remarks by 
chanting “No justice, no 
peace” to the large crowd, 
who joined him at the foot 
of the stairs leading to the 
city office.

Del. Josh Cole, the first 
African American to rep-
resent Fredericksburg in 
the General Assembly, 
said he hopes to enact 
change during the next 
legislative session. He said 
he’ll be advocating for a 
community and citizen 
review board for police 
incidents.

“I want to make sure 
we don’t become the next 
Minneapolis, Atlanta, or 
Memphis,” Cole said. “We 
want to be proactive and 
we cannot disregard the 
voices of those who are 
hurting. We’re going to 
enact change.”

King said he hoped Sat-
urday’s march would help 
shed light on the many 
injustices that continue to 
haunt African Americans 
across the country.

“We can’t sleep because 
of the fear, the pain, and 
the heartache of being an 
African American and 
having to fight this strug-
gle,” he said. “We are tired, 
we can’t sleep, and we 
can’t breath.”
James Scott Baron: 540-374-5438
jbaron@freelancestar.com
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Demonstrators react to a speaker at a rally that 
capped the march to Fredericksburg City Hall.
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The Rev. James E. King of Land of Promise Church uses a bullhorn to speak at a rally in front of City Hall 
Saturday after a march to protest the deaths of black people at the hands of police.

ANOTHER MARCH

Another local march to protest George Floyd’s death is 
planned today. Marchers will meet at the Lloyd F. Moss 
Free Clinic at 1301 Sam Perry Blvd., in Fredericksburg at 
1:30 p.m. The march begins at 2 p.m.
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Sammy T’s new firetruck to deliver food some joy
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What started out as a 
day of peaceful demon-
strations in the Freder-
icksburg area over the 
death of George Floyd 
turned ugly later as au-
thorities arrested defiant 
protesters who blocked 
traffic in North Stafford 
and dispersed an unruly 
group near the city’s police 
headquarters.

At least six people were 
arrested in North Stafford 
Sunday afternoon, hours 
after a peaceful rally at 
the Stafford Marketplace 
shopping center nearby.

In Fredericksburg, po-
lice used what appeared 
to be tear gas to break up a 
protest near police head-
quarters Sunday night, 
hours after three other 
rallies in the city went off 
without incident. Police 
said there were no arrests 
in that incident, but the 
city sent an alert shortly 
after 10 p.m. urging resi-
dents to shelter in place 
because of a large demon-
stration downtown.

The Black Lives Matter 
rally at Stafford Market-
place was billed on social 
media as “peaceful, unless 
provoked.” The simple 
black-and-white notice 
asked participants to bring 
signs and masks, but did 
not list a point of contact, 

a telephone number, a pre-
cise location for the rally at 
the mall or the purpose of 
the event.

Businessman Vernon 
Green thought the an-
nouncement looked sus-
picious, and after seeing 
how some protests across 
the nation over Floyd’s 
death had turned vio-
lent, the African Ameri-
can founder and CEO of 
Stafford-based govern-
ment contractor GCubed 
decided to personally 
get involved in the event 
himself.

Floyd died on Memo-
rial Day while pinned 
to the pavement by for-
mer Minneapolis police 
officer Derek Chauvin, 
whose knee was on Floyd’s 
neck for eight minutes. 
Chauvin has been arrested 
and charged with murder.

A video of the incident 
widely circulated on social 
media, prompting protests 
across the country. Many 
of those protests in other 
cities have turned violent.

Green, who has deep 
roots in the community 
through charitable proj-
ects for veterans, reached 
out to friends to see if they 
knew the origin of the 

ARRESTS IN STAFFORD, CONFRONTATION IN CITY
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A protester shouts at police officers near the bus station on U.S. 1 in Fredericksburg Sunday night.

ROBERT A. MARTIN

Protesters march peacefully along U.S. 1 in the city 
to protest the recent killing of George Floyd. Other 
protests in the city prompted a response by police.

MIKE MORONES / THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Alisa Middleton speaks during a rally for justice at 
Stafford Marketplace. This event was peaceful, but 
another protest later resulted in several arrests. SEE PROTESTS, A5

ONLINE >> See photos, 
video of Sunday’s area pro-
tests at fredericksburg.com.



announcement. “No one 
could give me an answer, 
which gave me cause,” he 
said.

Green feared outside 
influence may have had a 
hand in the North Stafford 
invitation, so he quickly 
assembled a list of com-
munity leaders to invite 
to ensure a peaceful, pro-
ductive tone be the focus 
of the event. A number of 
Stafford officials—Del. 
Josh Cole, Supervisors 
Crystal Vanuch and Tom 
Coen, Sheriff David Deca-
tur, school Superintendent 
Scott Kizner and County 
Administrator-select 
Fred Presley—showed up, 
along with more than 150 
attendees who assembled 
and held a peaceful rally.

“Hopefully [the original 
invitation] wasn’t sent for 
nefarious reasons,” said 
Green. “The reason why 
we’re here, is to make sure 
whatever message is being 
sent is done in a peaceful 
manner.”

But after he and other 
officials left and most of 
the crowd dispersed, what 
authorities said was a dif-
ferent group of about 50 
began a protest. Accord-
ing to the Sheriff’s Office, 
some eventually blocked 
traffic on Garrisonville 
Road and tossing objects 
at passing cars. Decatur 
then declared their pro-
tests to be an unlawful 
gathering and Stafford 
sheriff’s deputies, who 
had a sparse presence at 
the rally earlier, responded 

and broke up the demon-
stration.

“They were blocking the 
roadway and were given 
numerous warnings,” 
said sheriff’s Maj. Shawn 
Kimmitz. “They kneeled 
on the roadway and at 
one point stretched out in 
one line linked together, 
stopping all east and west 
traffic on Garrisonville 
Road in the area of the 
overpass.”

Kimmitz said at least six 
people were arrested and 
more could be charged. 
The charges include un-
lawful assembly, resist-
ing arrest, assault on law 
enforcement officers and 
possession of a firearm.

Problems also arose 
Sunday night when a 
group of 200 to 300 people 
marched toward the Fred-
ericksburg Police Depart-
ment, a couple of hours af-
ter a peaceful rally outside 
the station ended without 

incident. In the later event, 
police said the crowd had 
repeatedly blocked streets 
on the march from down-
town to the station and 
kicked and pounded on 
cars, but was dispersed by 
tear gas.

Earlier in the day, be-
tween 150 and 200 people 
marched Sunday after-
noon from the Moss Free 
Clinic on the Mary Wash-
ington Hospital campus to 
U.S. 1, where they stopped 
for a short time in front of 
the Eagle Village Shopping 
Center and chanted slo-
gans such as “no justice, 
no peace” and “hands up, 
don’t shoot.” The march 
was peaceful and many 
passing cars honked their 
horns in apparent support.

At 5 p.m., a group gath-
ered downtown for a short 
demonstration. Like a 
march Saturday from the 
Mayfield community to 
City Hall, it was peace-

ful and without incident, 
but police said some of 
those protesters later were 
involved in the march on 
police headquarters.

At 6 p.m., a group of 
about 100 rallied peace-
fully on the sidewalk in 
front of the Fredericks-
burg Police Department 
on Cowan Boulevard. The 
Rev. Kevin Poole of Mount 
Holy Baptist Church in 
Unionville said he orga-
nized the rally so people 
could express their feel-
ings.

“A lot of people are 
mourning for George 
Floyd,” he said in an in-
terview before the rally. 
“This one is for people 
who feel as if they have 
been treated unfairly by 
police officers and the ju-
dicial system.”

Several protesters ad-
dressed the crowd, which 
was a mix of blacks and 
whites, giving their opin-

ions on a wide range of 
topics, including police 
violence, voting and civil 
rights.

“We’re not here angry,” 
one protester said. “We’re 
hurting.”

At the Stafford Mar-
ketplace rally, the Rev. 
Gary Holland, of Word of 
Faith Christian Fellow-
ship Church in Dumfries, 
told the group that many 
people view life through 
a set of lenses that causes 
them not to give others 
the same level of fairness 
that’s given to those they 
agree with.

“This is an opportunity 
for everyone to come to-
gether peacefully,” said 
Holland. “We all have the 
same capacity for love, for 
compassion, for empathy, 
for treating each other 
fairly, giving each other 
the same benefit of the 
doubt.”

Cole also addressed 
the large crowd, and said 
elected officials must hear 
from their constituents to 
enact change that’s needed 
in their communities.

“We have ideas, but we 
want to make sure those 
ideas work for you,” said 
Cole. “Now’s the time to 
lift up your voices, now’s 
the time to blow up their 
emails, now’s the time 
to blow up their office 
phones and let them know 
that enough is enough.”

Cole, the first African 
American to represent 
Fredericksburg in the 

General Assembly, told a 
crowd at the rally in down-
town Fredericksburg on 
Saturday that he hopes to 
enact change during the 
next legislative session, 
where he’ll be advocating 
for a community and citi-
zen review board for police 
incidents.

Green said community 
leaders also came to Sun-
day’s event to help open 
the doors of communica-
tion between citizens and 
Stafford officials.

“If we have those hard 
conversations, if we talk 
about the issues, if we 
sit down and come to an 
agreement, and then make 
a plan to push them to-
wards legislature … that’s 
the way you handle busi-
ness,” said Green. “You 
don’t do it outside of the 
system, you do it in the 
system.”

Green also spoke to the 
group on the importance 
of voting, and how many 
citizens are simply not 
putting enough effort 
into casting their votes on 
election day.

“A lot of times we’re 
focused on the White 
House, when a lot of the 
decisions that are being 
made are being made right 
here at our courthouse,” 
said Green. “We have re-
sources, avenues, and ac-
cess. We can do things, we 
can make things happen.”
James Scott Baron:  
540/374-5438 
jbaron@freelancestar.com
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Protesters wave signs and chant along U.S. 1 to protest the recent killing  
of George Floyd. Between 150 and 200 took part in the trouble-free march.

JOEY LOMONACO/THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Protestors make their way down Fredericksburg’s 
Caroline Street during a march on Sunday.
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A showdown on the
Falmouth Bridge be-
tween protesters and
members of the Stafford
Sheriff’s Office ended
Monday evening with
some burning eyes but
no serious injuries.

It was one of at least
three demonstrations
in the Fredericksburg
area Monday and was
the third straight day of
protests spurred by the
death of George Floyd
during a police arrest
in Minneapolis. In re-
sponse to the continuing
tension and an emer-
gency declaration by
Gov. Ralph Northam,
Fredericksburg City
Manager Tim Baroody
imposed a curfew from
8 p.m. to 6 a.m. begin-
ning Monday evening
and continuing through
Wednesday morning.

That followed a pro-
test Sunday that re-
sulted in police firing
tear gas to disperse the
crowd twice, first on
Cowan Boulevard and
later downtown. A cou-

ple of downtown busi-
nesses had broken glass
afterward.

The protest that led to
the bridge starteddown-
town Monday evening.
Demonstrators headed
down Caroline Street
before moving over to
Princess Anne Street,
chanting the familiar
refrains such as “no
justice, no peace” and
“hands up, don’t shoot.”

The march was peace-
ful, though some motor-
istsappearednotpleased
that those streets were
basically shut down as
the group passed. Other
motorists expressed

support by blowing their
horns and joining in the
chants.

But tensions rose con-
siderably as the large
group turned onto the
Falmouth Bridge and
headed into Stafford.
A large contingent of
deputies was waiting
with tear gas canisters,
heavy equipment and a
drone. When someone
from the Sheriff’s Of-
fice announced over a

BY ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Volunteers carrying
trash bags, brooms and
grabber tools walked
the streets of downtown
Fredericksburg Monday
morning, both wanting
to help clean up the city
and trying to process
what happened Sunday
night.

The city called a state
of emergency and im-
posed a curfew lasting
from 11:30 p.m. Sunday
to 6 a.m. Monday morn-
ing after police used tear
gas to disperse a crowd
of protesters gathered
downtown.

The Caroline Street

door of Body works
Downtown Athletic
Club appeared to have

been shattered dur-
ing the protests and
a window at Corky’s

Military Surplus store
further down Caroline
was boarded up Monday
morning.

The slave auction
block at the corner of
William and Charles
streets was spray-paint-
ed with profanity and
graffiti tags.

Otherthanthesesigns
of violence, the streets
of Fredericksburg were
largely unmarked by
Sunday’s events, but
people gathered down-
town Monday morning
were hurting and griev-
ing.

“I think there are a lot
of people who just need

VOLUNTEERS CLEAN UP, PRAY AFTER DOWNTOWN PROTEST

DAVE ELLIS / THE FREE LANCE-STAR

David and Rochelle Preut and their children bow
their heads in prayer at Market Square Monday.

SEE DOWNTOWN, A5

AUTOPSY >> Examiners
classified George Floyd’s
death as homicide. A3

BY JONATHAN LEMIRE,
JILL COLVIN AND ALAN
SUDERMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H INGTON—
Amid racial unrest
across the nation,
President Donald
Trump on Monday
declared himself
“the president of
law and order” and
threatened to deploy
the United States
military to Ameri-
can cities to quell a
rise of violent pro-
tests.

As Trump spoke,
an incredible TV
spl it screen de-
ve l o p e d a ro u n d
the White House.
While he addressed

TRUMP
WOULD USE
MILITARY
TO KEEP
THE PEACE

SEE TRUMP, A7

PROTESTS CONTINUE
WITH CLASH AT BRIDGE

ROBERT A. MARTIN FOR THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Protesters on the Falmouth Bridge meet up with
Stafford County law enforcement on Monday.

SEE PROTESTS, A9



loudspeaker that “this has
been declared an unlaw-
ful assembly,” some of the
protestors responded with
loud shouting and exple-
tives.

A standoff that shut
down bridge traffic for a
considerable time includ-
ed periods where protest-
ers sat and even laid on the
roadway.

Finally the Sheriff’s Of-
fice’s Civil Disturbance
Unit formed a line across
the road and move me-
thodically toward the pro-
testers. A number of tear
gas canisters were fired
toward the group, many of
which were picked up and
thrown back in the direc-
tion of law enforcement.

One motorist heading
into the county apparently
couldn’t wait any longer.
He drove through the pro-
testers and had a window
broken out of his car. A
baby was in a car seat next
to that window.

The protesters were
eventually forced back
across the bridge into the
city, where they headed
back toward downtown.
The group had dwindled
considerably by the time
they reached the inter-
section of William and
Charles streets, where
they sat down in the mid-
dle of the road with their
fists raised.

City Sheriff’s Deputy
Billy Reyes reminded the
crowd about the 8 p.m.
curfew that was in place
and warned that arrests
would begin at 8:30 p.m.
The crowds responded
with shouts that included
negative comments about
the police.

Nevertheless, the vast
majority dispersed prior
to 8:30. A woman who ap-
peared to be leading the
protest stood on the slave
auction block and led sev-
eral minutes of fist-raised
silence.

Most of the group then
dispersed, and several
people were overheard
talking about plans to get
together downtown again
Tuesday afternoon.

A much smaller group
was seen later heading
down College Avenue
toward the city police sta-
tion. However, the group
passed Cowan Boulevard,
the street the police de-
partment is on, and con-

tinued south on U.S. 1.
A city police spokes-

woman said officers begin
arresting people who were
still marching in the Col-
lege Avenue area around
10:30 p.m., but details
were not available.

Two other rallies Mon-
day,at theStaffordCounty
Courthouse and at Market
Square downtown, were
peaceful and without ma-
jor incidents.

At the Stafford Court-
house, a crowd of roughly
200 protesters turned out
to march with signs, chant
and hear others talk about
equality and justice.

The crowd was com-
posed mostly of younger
people and included a mix
of black and white protest-
ers alike. There was no
noticeable police presence,
unlike problems that arose
between police and dem-
onstrators Sunday night
along State Route 610 in
Stafford, when 10 protest-
ers were arrested after the
Sheriff’s Office declared
an unlawful assembly.

Those who addressed
the crowd Monday ex-
plained that their main
focus was to keep things
organized and peaceful.

Prior to the march, Gary
Holland, a pastor at Word
of Faith in Dumfries, ad-
dressed the protesters in
the courthouse parking
lot. He told them they
were there to be “a little
bit disruptive” and em-
phasized they were there
to change policies and do
it “without violence and

without destroying prop-
erty” or arrests.

The protest started
with the crowd marching
from the parking lot and
circling the courthouse,
chanting and holding up
signs. They urged pass-
ing drivers to beep, which
many did.

Thegroupthengathered
at the courthouse steps,
where Holland and other
speakers emphasized the
need for change and inclu-
sion for everyone. They
also stressed to the pro-
testers that they need to
stay active and try to get
others to speak out or
nothing will happen.

AlgiersDiamond—aU.S.
Army veteran, activist,
actress and comedian who
lives in Stafford—gave an
impassionedspeech.

“America has a problem.
It’s racism. We need to
take it back,” said Dia-
mond, who then men-
tioned slain civil rights

leader the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr.

“I had a dream,” she
said, “but unlike Martin,
my dream was a night-
mare” of a cross burning
in her yard and a neighbor
asking her to remove the
ashes that drifted into
his yard. “Our neighbors
aren’t helping us.”

She, like other speak-
ers, said there is a need
for white people to ad-
dress racism and a “sys-
tem working in their favor.
Otherwise, we can’t talk.

“It’s time for action, an
accountability check ...,”
she added. “Until then, we
won’t let you have peace.”

Speakers also talked
about a need for more
accountability and bet-
ter practices by law en-
forcement and about the
importance of voting and
running for political of-
fices to spark change.

Del. Joshua Cole, who
represents parts of Staf-

ford and Fredericksburg,
showed up to address he
crowd, telling them to
remember the list of black
people killed by police “ev-
ery single day.” He also told
the group to hold elected
officials accountable and
said those politicians are
afraid when groups like the
protestersgather.

Cole, the first African
American to represent
the 28th District in the
General Assembly, said in
an interview that he was
at a Fredericksburg dem-
onstration Sunday night
that police dispersed. He
said he didn’t see any vio-
lence and that police “had
us boxed in” and then hit
them with tear gas. He be-
lieves “outsiders” came in
and stirred up trouble.

Around 3 p.m. Monday,
as police cruisers circled
downtown Fredericksburg,
protesters began gath-
ering in Market Square
for another march. They
held signs reading “Si-
lence is Complicity,” “All
Lives Won’t Matter Until
Black Lives Do” and “I
can’t breathe,” which were
Floyd’s last words, uttered
as a police officer pinned
hisnecktotheground.

At around 3:30, the
group began marching
down Caroline Street to-
ward the train station and
then up Princess Anne
past the courthouse and
City Hall. Sisters Claire
and Lili Watkins, of Fred-
ericksburg, learned about
Monday’s march on social
media and joined in.

“We’re hoping the po-
lice department will listen

and include more diversity
training,” Claire Watkins,
a rising college freshman,
said. “We want them to
know that the system is
brutal and that they have
power and that many are
abusing it.”

Fredericksburg Sheriff
Paul Higgs watched the
march as it passed the
courthouse.

“There’s no reason for
thatman[GeorgeFloyd]to
be dead,” he told protest-
ers as they walked by.

In a brief interview,
Higgs said police and dep-
uties would be looking
for “people being disrup-
tive,” but he said the mood
Monday afternoon was
nothing like the one Sun-
day night.

“They have a right to be
protest,” he said. “And they
havearight tobeupset.”

In a statement Monday,
the Fredericksburg branch
of the NAACP said it does
not “condone or support
violent actions,” such as
an unsuccessful attempt
early Sunday to set the
Fredericksburg police
headquarters on fire.

“We are pleased with
the peaceful protests in-
volving many diverse
members of the commu-
nity,” the statement reads.
“We invite the commu-
nity to join us in our con-
tinued efforts to address
social injustices, including
ways to further enhance
police-community rela-
tions to further ensure
that our community does
not face the brutal actions
that many other commu-
nities have faced.”

PROTESTS
► FROM A1

MIKE MORONES / THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Protesters stand on top of the slave auction block in downtown Fredericksburg
on Monday. The protesters marched through town, briefly blocking
intersections before making their way to the Falmouth Bridge.

ROBERT A. MARTIN FOR THE FREE LANCE-STAR

A large crowd turned out to listen to Stafford
County leaders speak at the courthouse complex.

ROBERT A. MARTIN FOR THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Del. Joshua Cole addresses the rally for Black Lives
Matter, injustice equality and community involvement
at the Stafford County Courthouse complex Monday.



to be together, to show up
and be in solidarity with
each other,” said Meghann
Cotter, executive direc-
tor of Micah Ecumenical
Ministries, a network of
churches that minister to
the city’s homeless popu-
lation.

Another group of area
churches organized clean-
up efforts to begin down-
town Monday morning.

In Market Square, these
efforts turned into an
impromptu prayer circle.
Members of several differ-
ent area churches gathered
with heads bowed and
hands uplifted.

“These black bodies
are the new temple [of
Christ],” prayed Gregg
Jennings, pastor of Com-
mon Ground Church,
wh ich meets Su nday
mornings at The Inn at the
Olde Silk Mill on Princess
Anne Street. “Give us eyes
to see, to weep and to re-
spond not just with plati-
tudes, but with action. We
pray for empathy in the
hearts of every person in
this country.”

Brandon Woodard, who
leads New Post Church
in Spotsylvania County
with his wife, Leah, prayed
for God’s spirit to fall “on
both the protesters and
the police.”

“I pray that the police
makewisedecisions ... and
that the protesters show
restraint, but that their
voices are heard louder
than ever,” he said. “Let us
lift Fredericksburg up as
an example to the nation.”

A m i e B u r k h o l d e r,
a member of Common
Ground, was with the
group in Market Square

Monday morning.
“I don’t know that there

was a real plan,” she said.
“We just all found our-
selves here.”

Burkholder said she
heard noise from the pro-
testSunday night fromher
home in the Ferry Farm

area of southern Stafford.
“We heard a sound like a

cannon three times, and I
guess that was the tear gas
being deployed,” she said.

Burkholder said she was
surprised by the forceful
response to the protest.
Marches and protests
around the area Saturday
and earlier Sunday had
been peaceful.

“I feel like in Freder-
icksburg we’re isolated
from some of these bigger
things,” she said. “But the
hurt runs deep.”

Others said they weren’t
surprised.

Jennings said that after
he learned Sunday morn-
ing that buildings had
been set on fire in Rich-
mond, he worried that
protests planned in Fred-
ericksburg could turned
similarly violent, even
though the march from
Mayfield to Fredericks-

burg City Hall Saturday
was done “in a beautiful
way.”

“I had a feeling in my gut
and it was not a good feel-
ing,” he said. “So I wasn’t
surprised. People are an-
gry. And I get that.”

Jennings said that what
he and others gathered
Monday morning were re-
ally doing was “grieving.”

Woodard said that he
and the other pastors plan
to reach out to Mayor
Mary Katherine Green-
law’s office to see if they
can be contacted first to
clean up the streets in the
event of another violent
protest, to free up city and
police resources.

“And then we’ll get to-
gether and ask what else
we can do,” he said.
Adele Uphaus-Conner:
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele

DOWNTOWN
► FROM A1

DAVE ELLIS / THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Volunteers from several area churches spent Monday morning cleaning up
debris from the protest, then gathered in Market Square to offer prayers.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CAITLIN
DURHAM BENNETT

The slave auction block
was vandalized during
the downtown protest.



BY ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

As they had the previ-
ous three days, protesters
marched the streets of
downtown Fredericks-
burg on Tuesday, de-
manding justice for the
death of George Floyd in
Minnesota.

Butthis time,officersof
the Fredericksburg Police
Department walked along
with them, joining them
in chants of “Black lives
matter!” and “No justice,
no peace!” and raising
their fists silently in a
minute of quiet to honor
Floyd and the other black
men and women who died
by police hands.

“What happened in
Minneapolis isn’t us,”
Fredericksburg Police

POLICE JOIN
CITY MARCH
TO SUPPORT
PROTESTERS

SEE MARCH, A5

BY KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A day that featured Fred-
ericksburg police officers
marching with Black Lives
Matter protesters and city
officials vowing to address
concerns raised by mostly
younger residents took a
slight turn for the worse
Tuesday evening.

City police spokeswoman
Sarah Kirkpatrick said a
group of “agitators” put a
damper on what had been a
promising day by blocking
city streets, throwing bottles
at officers and refusing to
obey the 8 p.m. curfew that
has been imposed in the city.
She said the agitators may not
have been the same people
who had protested peacefully
during the day.

As of Tuesday night, several
people had already been ar-
rested or received summonses
and police were still trying to
get things under control.

“It’s absolutely heartbreak-
ing,” Kirkpatrick said. “After
a very peaceful protest of 400
people, agitators came in and
brought violence to our city.”

Police met with one of the
protest organizers, Antho-
ny Foote, in an attempt to

avoid some of the problems
that arose during previous
demonstrations. Law-en-
forcement officers in both
Fredericksburg and Stafford
County used tear gas against
the demonstrators on previ-
ous evenings.

Prior to Tuesday night, 15
people had been arrested in
the city, including Foote, and
10 in Stafford on mostly mis-
demeanor offenses.

The two sides agreed on
a route that would be less
disruptive to traffic flow and
less dangerous for the partici-
pants.

Del. Joshua Cole, who rep-
resents Stafford and Fred-
ericksburg in the General

PROMISING DAY ENDS WITH
ARRESTS OF ‘AGITATORS’

ROBERT A. MARTIN FOR THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A man is detained by Fredericksburg police officers after
protesters blocked traffic and violated an 8 p.m. curfew.

SEE PROTEST, A5

MORE >> See more
photos and a video online
at fredericksburg.com.



Capt. Betsy Mason said,
addressing the protest-
ers before they began
marching. “Believe me,
no one hates a bad cop
more than a good cop.”

City pol ice spent
several hours before
the protests Tuesday
blocking off a route for
the marchers that went
along Caroline and Prin-
cess Anne streets be-
tween Pitt Street and
Market Square.

One of the organiz-
ers of Tuesday’s protest,
Anthony Footé, reached
outtothepoliceaswellas
members of Fredericks-
burg City Council to in-
vite themtoparticipate.

“This is a battle won,”
Footésaid.“Thepolice in
our city are behind us.”

Footésaidhewantedto
“change the dynamic” of
the protests in the area,
which in the past two
days have turned tense
andattimesviolent.

City police fired tear
gas at crowds gathered
on Cowan Boulevard
and later in downtown
Fredericksburg on Sun-
day night. On Monday,
there was a showdown
between protesters and
Stafford County depu-
ties on Falmouth Bridge.

“A lot of individuals
in the community are
angry,” Footé said. “We
wanted to step in and
show what needs to be
done. There’s a way to
protest.”

Footé said he feels
confident that nonvio-
lent protest will lead to
change.

“It starts with us,” he
said. “Change will be the
new norm.”

Speaking to protesters
before the march began,
Footé asked them to
stick to the route laid out
by police.

“We can’t go to [U.S. 1]
though,” he said. “They
can’t save us.”

Mason told protest-
ers, “We appreciate you
doing this. We’re glad
you’re here.”

The City Council met
Tuesday and passed
a resolution saying it
joined the community in
“condemning acts of vio-
lence by law enforcement
againstblackpeople.”

“We call on the people

ofFredericksburgtocome
together, to listen to one
another, and love each
other,andtowritejustice,
equality, respect, and
peace into the future of
the City,” the ordinance
reads. “We pledge our-
selves to this continuing
experiment in self-gov-
ernance, and we recog-
nize the role of peaceful
protest as an essential el-
ement of our democracy.
BlackLivesMatter.”

Spotsylvania Sheriff
Roger Harris also issued
a statement in support of
the protesters Tuesday.

“The excessive use of
force and police brutal-
ity has no place in Spot-
sylvania and no place
in America,” Harris
said in a video posted to
Facebook. “Spotsylva-
nians share in this gut-
wrenching heartache.
We will continue what
we can do combat race-
based police violence.”

In his statement, Har-
ris called on elected of-
ficials to “invest more
in police training and,
more importantly, in-
vest in recruitment,
screening, psychological
pre-employment vet-
ting and other proven
means to prevent those
not fit to serve and from
slipping through the
cracks as is happening
far, far too often today.”

Stafford Sheriff David
Decatur issued a state-
ment on Floyd’s death on
May 30.

“When that officer
kneeled on the neck
of George Floyd and
watched him take his
last breath, he tarnished
the badge and abdicated
his duty to his com-
mu n ity,” Decatu r ’s
statement reads. “Even
worse, the killing of
George Floyd has bled
fear into the African
American community
and incited concerns
that every law enforce-
ment officer is like the
one who pinned George
Floyd to the ground as he
screamed for help.”

“Today, we want to
assure the community
that racism, hate, and
excessive use of force
by law enforcement will
find no home in Stafford
County.”
Adele Uphaus–Conner:
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele

MARCH
► FROM A1

BY BRIAN MAHONEY, JENNIFER
PELTZ AND MARINA VILLENEUVE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK—Thousands
of demonstrators protest-
ing the death of George
Floyd remained on New
Y k Cit t t T d

to bring in the National
Guard.

“Everyone, t ime to
go home so we can keep
people safe,” he said on
WINS-AM radio shortly
after the curfew took ef-
f t

gonna let us go on, but we
just kept on moving and
we’re not stopping.”

In some locations, of-
ficers started ordering
people to move along, and
began taking people into

t d

NewYork protesters defy curfew

Assembly, said he was
pleased by the cooperation
of police and the protest-
ers.

“As elected officials, we
have to give a safe space
for these young people to
express themselves,” said
Cole, who spent much of
the day in the city. “My
main concern is the safety
of these kids, and I’m re-
allygladpolicearewalking
with us in solidarity.”

After marching and
chanting several times
through part of the down-
town area, the crowd gath-
ered at Market Square for
a pep rally that including
comments from Police
Chief Brian Layton, Mayor
Mary Katherine Greenlaw,
Councilman Matt Kelly
and others.

Layton was apologetic
about a Sunday night inci-
dent in the city involving
tear gas. Layton acknowl-
edged that it stemmed at
least in part from fear as
the result of an attempted

firebombing of the police
station early that morn-
ing.

“I’m sorry and we don’t
want what happened Sun-
day night to ever happen
again,” Layton told the
crowd. “We hear you. We
see you. We support you.”

The police gestures
didn’t appease all of those
at the rally. Several young
men complained loudly
about “joining with the
oppressors. These exact
cops were the ones tear-
gassing us.”

Broadway Harris, one
of the protest organizers
said following the rally
that it is not clear how long
the protests in the city wil
goon.“Peoplearestillmad
and still need to express
themselves,” Harris said.

Harris said he and those
working with him are
intent to keeping things
peaceful. He said anyone
that does not support
peaceful demonstrations
are not a part of his group.
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com

PROTEST
► FROM A1

ROBERT A. MARTIN FOR THE FREE LANCE–STA

Fredericksburg police officers detain a protester along Princess Anne Street
during a march Tuesday. Police say they arrested several ‘agitators.’

MIKE MORONES / THE FREE LANCE–STA

A protester yells at other demonstrators to stop
throwing water bottles at police officers.



CARRYING ON A LEGACY

BY ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

As they marched in downtown
Fredericksburg on Saturday eve-
ning, protesters were carrying
on the tradition of another group
who protested racial injustice 70
years ago to the day.

On June 6, 1950, a group of
about 300 Fredericksburg resi-
dents marched from the Dorothy
Hart Community Center to Shi-
loh Baptist Church (Old Site) in a
protest staged by the 26-member
graduating class of the all-black
Walker–Grant High School.

The class was to hold its gradu-
ation exercises at the Community

Center, but learned they would
be denied the right to enter the
building through the front door.

According to a Free Lance–Star

article about the 1950 protest,
the students said they “would
rather receive their diplomas in
the street than comply with the
directive that they enter and leave
by the side door.”

In one of the city’s first acts of
nonviolent protest against segre-
gation, the students moved their
ceremony to Shiloh and marched
from the Community Center to

Walking protesters’
path, 70 years later

PHOTOS BY MIKE MORONES / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

On Saturday, seven members of the class of 2020 are among those marching to commemorate
the 70th anniversary of what many say was the first civil rights demonstration in Fredericksburg.

Xavier Richardson holds a
copy of yearbook pages of the
Walker–Grant Class of 1950.

ONLINE >> For more photos
and a video of Saturday’s march,
visit fredericksburg.com.

SEE MARCH, A10



the church, wearing their caps
and gowns and carrying a sign
reading “This Entrance Closed
to Us.”

Seventy years later, today’s
protesters against racial injustice
re-created their steps, honoring
themandcarryingontheir legacy.

“When I tell young people to-
day how proud I am of them, I tell
them they are carrying on a tra-
dition,” said Xavier Richardson,
senior vice president and chief
corporate development officer of
Mary Washington Healthcare,
who also serves as a youth men-
tor.

Richardson was among the
community leaders who orga-
nized Saturday evening’s march
in honor of the 1950 Walker–
Grant graduates.

Richardson said those gradu-
ates would have been only 16 or
17 years old at the time they stood
up against injustice, since high
school ended after 11th grade.

Seven are still alive today,
Richardson said, and though they
were not present because of their
age and the risk of contracting
COVID-19, they were represented
by a handful of 2020 graduates
from several area high schools,
who wore their caps and gowns.

Fredericksburg Mayor Mary
Katherine Greenlaw attended the
march, along with City Council
members Billy Withers and Matt
Kelly.

“[The 1950 march] was a defin-
ing moment for a generation of
African American students here,”
Greenlaw said, addressing the
crowd of about 150 who came to
re-create the earlier march. “It
has lived in the hearts and minds
of many for so long.”

Community activist, for-
mer Fredericksburg City Public
Schools teacher and musician
Gaye Adegbalola also addressed
the crowd before the march.

“We are walking downtown be-
cause we are honoring those who
have gone on before us,” she said.
“At some point, someone needs
to say, ‘I will not tolerate the way
things are being done anymore.’”

As the group progressed to
Shiloh Old Site, it stopped at the
former site of the slave auction
block at the corner of William and
Charles streets.

The block was taken down by
the city early Friday morning, fol-
lowing years of debate,discussion
and legal maneuvers.

Over the past week, it become
a focus for protesters seeking to
end police violence against Af-

rican Americans and was spray-
painted twice.

When the marchers stopped
there on Saturday, the hole where
the block stood for more than a
century had been filled in with
mulch and was covered with
tributes of sunflowers, lilies and
other flowers.

Former City Council member
the Rev. Hashmel Turner Jr. told
the crowd he began asking for
the block’s removal more than a
decade ago.

“Fifteen years later, it’s gone!”
he said. “It’s time. Enough is
enough.”

At Shiloh Old Site, pastor Aar-
on Dobynes told the crowd, “We
cannot chill out.”

“Your name, my name, your
child’s name could be the one on
the T-shirts,” he said, referencing
shirts bearing the name of George
Floyd.

Outrage over Floyd’s death dur-
ing a police arrest on Memorial
Day was the catalyst behind the
protests against police brutality
and racism that have been held
all over the country in the weeks
since.

Fredericksburg City declared a
state of emergency and imposed
an 8 p.m. curfew following a pro-
test Sunday during which police
fired tear gas into crowds on two
occasions.

The curfew was to extend
through the weekend, but was

ended earlier Saturday.
“Although still on heightened

alert in light of intelligence,
threats and the events of last
weekend, the city has experi-
enced peaceful protests for the
past three nights,” a press release
from the city states. “Acknowl-
edging very positive momentum
for continuing peaceful protest
in the community, the Chief of
Police recommended (with the
backing of his Citizens Advisory
Panel who met for an emergency
meeting this morning) the termi-
nation of the curfew.”

Ending the curfew was one of
a group of local protesters’ de-
mands.

The group that marched to
Shiloh Old Site dispersed shortly
before 8 p.m. Another, smaller
group was still downtown, pre-
paring to continue marching for
justice.
Adele Uphaus–Conner: 540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele

MARCH
► FROM A1

Dr. Aaron Dobynes Sr, pastor of Shiloh Baptist (Old Site) speaks
to a crowd outside the church during the commemmoration.

PHOTOS BY MIKE MORONES / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Del. Josh Cole leads a prayer over members of the class of 2020 in Fredericksburg on Saturday.

Wearewalking downtown
becausewe are honoring
thosewho have gone on
before us. At somepoint,
someone needs to say,
‘I will not tolerate theway
things are being done
anymore.’

—GAYE ADEGBALOLA



BY ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

One of the biggest of the
local protests against police
violence towards African
Americans took place Sunday
afternoon in Stafford.

Hundreds and hundreds of
protesters participated in a
march organized by the Staf-
ford County branch of the
NAACP from the Stafford
County Courthouse to the
Public Safety building, which
houses the Stafford County
Sheriff’s Office.

Headed by NAACP branch
leaders carrying an American
flag and a Black Lives Matter
flag, the group shouted chants
that have become familiar
over the past week—“Say his
name! George Floyd,” “Hands
up! Don’t shoot!” “No Justice,
No Peace” and Floyd’s last
words, “I can’t breathe!”

“When we become afraid
to speak to those who don’t

MORE >> Photos, video of the
rally at fredericksburg.com.

DAWN HAUN FOR THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The Rev. Duane Fields Jr. says a prayer at the start of
t i B li G i d b l l t

Stafford NAACP heads
up peaceful rally,march

SEE MARCH, A5



believe that Black Lives
Matter, let us remember
a knee on the neck of our
loved one,” prayed Felicia
Allen, the first African-
American female chap-
lain hired by the Stafford
County Sheriff’s Office, at
the beginning of the event.

The NAACP distributed
T-shirts with the hashtag
#wearedonedying to the
first 100 attendees. The
group also set up a voter
registration table and an-
other where people could
sign up to become local
branch members.

At the Public Safety
Building, Nate Thompson,
chiefofpolicefortheAquia
Harbour department, told
the crowd, “I’m here to
open my mind, my heart
and my ears, especially.”

“I think that’s my job,”
he said. “There are a lot of
hard conversations that
need to happen in the next
weeks and months. We
serve you and we have to
understand in order to
serve you better. While
these conversations hap-
pen, the center, the focus,
must always be Black Lives
Matter.”

Stafford County Pub-
lic Schools Superinten-
dent Scott Kizner also
addressed the crowd at the
Public Safety Building.

“I’ve been here in Staf-
ford for 20 months, and
it didn’t take me long to
realize that in our school
system, we have remark-
able racism going on every

single day,” he said.
Kizner said minorities

actually make up the ma-
jority of the school divi-
sion’s students, but “it
doesn’t look like that.”

“Who’s being suspend-
ed? Who’s not in the gift-
ed program? Who is not
in Governor’s School?”
Kizner said. “And who is
not in front teaching your
children? Black teachers.”

He asked the group to
help the school system
become more equitable by
advocating for increased
funding, as well as for the
school division’s expanded
nondiscrimination policy
and its restorative justice
program, which he said
have only narrow support
from the School Board.

“I need you to show up,”
Kizner urged the gather-
ing.

After they marched back
to the courthouse, Stafford
resident Timothy Duckett
led the crowd in 8 minutes
and 46 seconds of silence,
acknowledging the length
of time a police officer
pinned Floyd’s neck to the
ground with his knee.

Duckett periodically
broke the silence by crying
out, “Mama!” as Floyd did
while he died.

Student speakers fol-
lowed the minutes of si-
lence.

“Iamheartbroken,angry
and unsettled,” said Nah-
jah Wilson, 17, a student
at Mountain View High
School. “My first conver-
sation when learning to
drive should not have been
how to deal with the police

if I get pulled over. That’s
not in the safe driver hand-
book of my white friends.”

Stafford resident Mi-
chael Guy spoke after the
students and urged every-
one in the crowd to vote in
local elections, as well as
national ones.

He begged teachers in
attendance to check any
implicit bias that might
prevent them from identi-
fying black and minority
students for the school di-
vision’sgiftedprogramand
begged police officers in
attendance to call out fel-
low officers they see using
excessive force.

“Protect us, please,
please, please,” Guy said.

“To everyone, when you
go home tonight, and you
hear ‘All Lives Matter,’ I
need you to speak up. You
have to have those uncom-
fortable conversations.
Our lives depend on it,” he
continued.

Del. Joshua Cole, presi-
dentoftheStaffordCounty
NAACP who represents
parts of Fredericksburg
andStaffordintheVirginia
General Assembly, spoke
last.

He asked the crowd to
“pay attention to who is
speaking out right now.”

“I’ve watched as elected
colleagues[in the General
Assembly] and local elect-
ed officials have remained
silent,” he said.

“This,” Cole said, point-
ing at the crowd, “This
scares them.”
AdeleUphaus–Conner:
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele

MARCH
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Cornell Risper III listens
to one of the speakers
during the demonstration.



BY KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A group of Black Lives Matter
protesters had a lot to say Monday
as they again marched through
Fredericksburg, and none of it was
favorable to police.

The group marched from the
downtown area to the police sta-
tion on Cowan Boulevard, carry-
ing signs advocating the defund-
ing of police and shouting such
things as “no justice, no peace
… [expletive] those racist-assed
police.”

Police officers followed the

group through downtown and
southalongU.S. 1until themarch-
ers reached the area of the police
station on Cowan Boulevard. Po-
lice at one point ordered the pro-
testers to get off the roadway and
onto the sidewalk along Caroline
Street, but the group ignored the
directive and kept chanting.

After the march reached Cowan
Boulevard, an officer warned

Demonstrators call for
defunding of city police

Demonstrators sit in front of the Cowan Boulevard
entrance to the police station in Fredericksburg,SEE PROTEST, A5

ONLINE >> See video and more
photos on fredericksburg.com.



members of the group
they were risking arrest
by continuing to march
in the street. The group
responded with what pro-
testers called the “white
wall,” which meant plac-
ing the white protesters
between the police and the
protesters of color.

After arriving at the
police station, the group
staged a lengthy silent
protest in front of the
gates that blocked anyone
from getting close to the
building. Several law-
enforcement officers were
in the distance, but never
came close to the protest-
ers.

The group broke the
silence with a series of
speeches about police bru-
tality and racism. Many
protesters were angry
about a confrontation dur-
ing a protest more than
a week ago during which
tear gas was used against
them.

Police Chief Brian Lay-
ton apologized for those
actions last week, but his
apology clearly had little
effect on Monday’s pro-
testers.

“It was a peaceful pro-
test and all of a sudden
people were being gassed

and shot with rubber bul-
lets,” a tearful Eddie Banks
said. “They shot at us be-
fore we even touched any-
thing. And we still haven’t
touched anything.”

Speaker after speaker
condemned police in gen-
eral and said that if law en-
forcement isn’t defunded
totally, the money that
goes toward police should
be cut considerably.

Protesters said city po-
lice do not need tanks, riot

gear and military-grade
equipment and the money
for such items could better
be spent elsewhere.

Cam Coates, a recent
University of Mary Wash-
ington graduate and one
of the leaders of Monday’s
group, said the protests
will continue until ac-
ceptable progress is made.
There has been at least one
protest march in the city
every day for more than a
week.

He said protest leaders
have been talking with
city and local leaders
about getting together to
discuss grievances and
possible solutions, but it
remained unclear Monday
when those talks might
take place.
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com

PROTEST
► FROM A1

Black Lives Matter demonstrators stage a sit-in
protest in front of the city police station.

It was a peaceful
protest and all of a
sudden peoplewere
being gassed and shot
with rubber bullets.

—EDDIE BANKS



BY ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A segment that aired
on the Fox News program
“Tucker Carlson Tonight”
has drawn national at-
tention to Fredericksburg
and inflamed tensions be-

tweenprotestersandsome
city residents.

On his program Thurs-
day night, Carlson played
a portion of a 911 call made
from downtown Fred-
ericksburg on June 13 by
a woman reporting that
she was trapped in her

car by protesters, that she
couldn’t get out of the area
and that the protesters
were scaring her child.

The d ispatcher re-
sponded that the protests
are considered city-spon-
sored events and sug-
gested the caller contact
City Hall.

After the caller reported
that a protester was on
her car, the dispatcher

told her she will let an of-
ficer know. By the end of
the three-minute call, the
woman reported that she
had been able to move out
of the area.

City Manager Tim Ba-
roody told City Council at
a June 16 work session that
theprotestsareconsidered
city-sponsored events,
but said 911 calls with
criminal complaints—to

include jumping on cars—
will be responded to by a
police officer.

In a message posted
to Facebook on Thurs-
day, Fredericksburg Po-
lice spokeswoman Sarah
Kirkpatrick said the de-
partment has opened a
criminal investigation to
identify the person who
jumped on the 911 caller’s
car. She said dispatchers

will notify callers that of-
ficers are stationed a block
away from protesters “not
only to divert traffic, but
for your safety.”

“If you express concern
for your safety, you can
be certain an officer will
respond to assist you,”
Kirkpatrick said in the
message.

“ We d e e ply re g re t

ONLINE >> Hear call, view
video, fredericksburg.com.

CITY EXPRESSES ‘DEEP
REGRET,’ SAYS POLICE
ARE PROBING INCIDENT

911 call during march reverberates in Fredericksburg

SEE 911, A10



the incident,” Baroody
said Friday evening in
an emailed statement
from the city. “We want
to assure the public that
our Police Department
is here to protect all of
our residents and visi-
tors. We adjusted our 911
dispatch protocols long
before the Fox News re-
port last night. Downtown
Fredericksburg is a safe
and welcoming place.”

Ryan Vera, a representa-
tive of the multiple groups
that have been protesting
police brutality in down-
town streets since May
31, said during the event
described in the 911 call, a
13-year-old boy who was
not part of the protesting
group did jump on her car.
Vera said the group im-
mediately pulled the boy
away.

“We do not condone or
participate in that type
of behavior,” the protest-
ers wrote in a statement
emailed Friday to The Free
Lance–Star, referring to
the individual jumping on
the car.

Vera said the protesters,
who are usually around
20 in number, have been
meeting at City Hall every
day at 4 p.m. He said they
usuallyproceedfromthere
to the corner of William
and Charles streets and
then elsewhere around the
downtown area “organi-
cally.”

He said protesters find
a block and march around
the crosswalks for about
“four to five minutes”
and then move to another
block, allowing traffic to
move past.

J u l i a n S t e b b i n s –
Sharpless, another pro-
tester, said that any situ-
ations in which protesters
physically block a car oc-
cur when the car has start-
ed moving through the
crosswalkwhen protesters
are still in it.

Luigi Castiglia, who
owns Castiglia’s, the Ital-
ian restaurant at the cor-
nerofWilliamandCharles
streets, said he has wit-
nessed protesters blocking
traffic, but has not felt any
threat of violence from
protesters. Castiglia said
he does feel the presence
of the protesters is causing
him to lose business.

“People, families, are
outside, trying to eat and
they’re hearing ‘[exple-
tive] the police,’ “ he said.
“People tell us they don’t
want to come to the res-
taurants because of the
protesters.”

Two other businesses
along the protesters’ nor-
mal route, Olde Towne
Butcher and Foode, said
they have not witnessed
violent behavior.

“It’s all been pretty darn
peaceful, with the excep-
tion of the first couple of
days [May 31, June 1 and
2], at least in front of my
store at the corner of Wil-
liam and Charles,” said
Keith Lebor, owner of Olde
Towne Butcher. “It’s been
fairly reserved.”

He said people have
been coming to the former
site of the slave auction
block in front of his store
to hold vigils and pray.

Georgia Bell, a manager
at Foode on Princess Anne
Street near City Hall, said
she has seen “nothing but
peaceful protest.”

“They haven’t been
blocking traffic in front
of our business, from my
experience,” she said.

According to the city
release Friday, the 911
dispatch center received
20 calls with complaints
about the protesters on

June 10 and another 20 on
June 11. There were 19 calls
on June 13 and 10 calls on
June 15. Since then, there
have been no more than 4
calls each day. There were
none on June 16 and 17 and
none between Sunday and
Tuesday of this week.

There has been only one
police report filed, on June
24, according to the city.

Vera said several Face-
book groups critical of
the local protests have
been sharing pictures
of protesters with their
names and some com-
menters have threatened
to run them over or shoot
them. “All lives splatter,”
a commenter posted on
one page.

Vera said the protesters
will continue to march
downtown, asking the city
to provide a full explana-
tion for the police depart-
ment’s use of tear gas
against demonstrators on
May 31 and June 1, which
they say violates the police
department’s use of force
directive.

According to the New
York Times, Fredericks-
burg is one of 100 cities
where authorities used
tear gas against protest-
ers, who nationwide have
been demanding an end to
police violence since the
Memorial Day killing of
George Floyd by a white
police officer in Minne-
apolis.

E a r l i e r t h i s we e k ,
Greenlaw apologized per-
sonally for the use of tear
gas in the city.

The city is in the pro-
cess of investigating the
events of May 31 and the
first week of June. The
initial commitment was
to have a report completed
in “summer 2020,” but
the City Council has now
committed to completing
an internal review in three
to six weeks, according to
the city’s statement.
Adele Uphaus-Conner:
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele

911
► FROM A1

Weadjusted our 911
dispatch protocols long
before the FoxNews
report.

—TIM BAROODY



MARCHERS WANT ANSWERS ABOUT EARLIER INCIDENT

BY KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

It’s been a month since the
Black Lives Matters protesters
were tear-gassed in Fredericks-
burg and on the Falmouth Bridge
during a couple of their early
marches.

Their eyes have long stopped
burning, but it was clear Wednes-
day that the painful memories of
those encounters are still as fresh
as ever.

“Those were the scariest days
of my life,” protest leader Ed-
die Banks said in front of a large
group outside the Fredericksburg
Police Department. “I was still
scared when we walked up here
today. I felt like I was choking on
imaginary tear gas.”

A group of what appeared to
be between 120 and 150 people
descended on the police station
following a march that began at
Hurkamp Park. The group in-
cluded members of four or five
different groups that formed fol-
lowing the infamous Memorial

Day death of George Floyd during
an arrest in Minneapolis and have
been protesting almost daily in
the downtown area.

Another group, Black Lives
Matters FXBG, had its own sepa-
rate march in the downtown area
after the larger group had gone to
the police station. Leaders of the

other groups have decided not to
march with BLMfxbg because of
differences with its leaders.

The number of marchers were
much larger Wednesday than
what had been seen in recent
weeks. Group leaders had made a
concerted effort to put together a
larger protest Wednesday in part
to commemorate the one-month
anniversary of being hit tear-
gassed and in part as a response to
the huge Back the Blue rally in the
city Sunday in support of police.

The protesters, mostly young
people in their teens or early 20s,
called the Back the Blue rally
disrespectful to their movement.
They said that that gathering,
along with a recent Tucker Carl-
son segment on Fox News that
they say unfairly characterized
their actions, have resulted in

Protesters confront
police over tear gas

An U.S. flag bears the names of
Black Americans killed by police
officers or in racial incidents.
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ONLINE >> See a photo
slideshow from this event
at fredericksburg.com



credible death threats and
doxxing.

“On Sunday, they filled
the streets with hate,”
Banks said. “Today, we
showed that Fredericks-
burg is much more than
that.”

Asthelargergroupgath-
ered at the park Wednes-
day, leaders pleaded with
marchers to continue be-
ing peaceful and to ignore
any counter-protesters
they might encounter
on the march. They even
eliminated profanity that
was featured in some of
their earlier chants. For
example, instead of say-
ing “[expletive] the po-
lice,” they instead chanted
“prosecute the police.”

Police Chief Brian Lay-
ton, City Councilman

Matt Kelly and others
were waiting as the group
marched to the police
station parking area. The
group spent about 90
minutes airing complaints
about the May 31 tear gas
incident on Cowan Boule-
vard and criticized police
for their actions and for
still not releasing a re-
port about the incident. A
number of speakers cried
openly as they re-lived
the incident, and some
criticized the police for
supporting the Back the
Blue march.

Layton, who has already
apologized for the po-
lice response to the early
protest, insisted that the
May 31 incident is still be-
ing investigated. He and
Capt. Betsy Mason took
extended criticism from
the crowd, including on
issues that had nothing
to do with city police, but

finally walked away after
one protester referred
to “racist, misogynistic
pigs.”

The protesters also re-
peatedly expressed sup-
port for the “Fredericks-
burg 50,” a reference to

the protesters facing mis-
demeanor charges after
being arrested for alleged
curfew violations in early
June. The protesters want
all of the charges dropped.
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com
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MIKE MORONES / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Jalen Washington chants with other Black Lives
Matter demonstrators at their march downtown.


