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ENJOY YOUR FAMILY
TIME THIS SUMMER!

We are here to keep your home cool and comfortable.

Sports: Rare condition shortens career of softball standout, B1
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By dEVIn PaynE

cUlpEpER StaR-EXpOnEnt

First came the COVID-19 
stay-at-home orders in March, 
closing schools and nones-
sential businesses and send-
ing millions of people across 
the U.S. into self-isolation.

In May, just as many states 
were beginning to ease their 
coronavirus restrictions and 
slowly reopen businesses, 
George Floyd’s death while in 
the custody of Minneapolis 
police turned long-simmer-
ing racial tensions into civil 
unrest from coast to coast.

Wit h t he pa ndem ic a nd 
protests extending their re-
spective reach to Hollywood 
and the sports world, there’s 
been no respite for Ameri-
ca ns who a re just look ing 
for a break from the seem-
ingly endless stream of bad 
news—a moment to catch 
their breath and not have to 

worry about everything that’s 
happened and what may still 
be yet to come.

For many local residents, 
that opportunity came on the 
Fourth of July.

While the Culpeper 4th of 
July Festival Committee was 
forced to cancel the town’s an-
nual 5K race, Main Street pa-
rade and car and motorcycle 
show to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19, it remained com-
mitted to staging the annual 
fireworks display. 

The event was moved to the 
town’s Rockwater Park, where 
no spectators were allowed, 
but visibility was optimal for 
those in the area.

Residents who took the op-
portunity to relax and enjoy 
t he f i rework s c a me aw ay 
pleased with the show.

“I’m new to Culpeper, so 
I  w a nted to come out,  be 

Independence Day fireworks 
provide a welcome distraction

a noisy starburst shell explodes over the town of Culpeper’s Rockwater Park.

phOtOS by linda chUbbS

undaunted by national crises, fireworks erupt over the town of Culpeper’s Rockwater Park on the evening of July 4, 2020.

By ROB HEdElT

thE FREE lancE-StaR

THe MORe THAn 60 
cars, fire trucks, an 
ambulance and folks 

on foot honoring Virgie 
Bussart Gallahan Miller 
on Friday said a lot about 
the life of the woman 
turning 100.

Among those who drove 
by, yelled well wishes or 
mailed century birth-
day greetings to Miller’s 
downtown Fredericks-
burg home were people 
from the national Bank of 
Fredericksburg, where she 
retired as a vice president.

There were also folks 
from various service 
organizations that Miller 
either served in or be-
longed to for decades: 

the Rescue Squad Ladies 
Auxiliary, the American 
Red Cross, Soroptimist 
International, the Mary 
Washington Hospital Aux-
iliary and University of 
Mary Washington Retired 
Wives organization.

Others who delivered 
congratulations were 
from the Central Rappa-
hannock Fredericksburg 
Heritage Center or the 
Woman’s Club of Freder-
icksburg, which named 
Miller “Woman of the 
Year” in 2011.

“It was really wonder-
ful. Mom and I watched 
from her porch,” said Pat 
McGhee, Miller’s daugh-
ter, who helped arrange 
the birthday parade in 
lieu of the proper party 

the family couldn’t host 
because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic. “It was led 
off by two fire trucks and 
a rescue squad vehicle, 
and there seemed to be a 
representative from nearly 
every group she belonged 
to.”

She said the crowd 
included members of her 
mother’s church, Freder-
icksburg Baptist, as well 
as folks from the Univer-
sity of Mary Washington, 
where Miller’s second 
husband, Fred, had been 
a professor. Members of 
McGhee’s James Monroe 
High class of 1960 also 
joined in the parade.

McGhee said her 
mother, who is a bit 

Birthday convoy honors centenarian for her service

phOtOS by SUzannE caRR ROSSi FOR thE FREE lancE–StaR

Virgie Gallahan Miller (right) waves to friends driving by her home in celebration of her 100th 
birthday. Her daughter, Patricia McGhee (left), organized the event.

See FIREwORkS, page c5

See CEnTEnaRIan, page c5

INSIDE: 
Valuable 

coupons!

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

The initiator of a growing 
change.org petition seeking 
removal of the Confederate 
battle flag from Culpeper 
County’s Lenn Park said hav-
ing to look at the Civil War 
banner makes her feel sick.

“Do you ever see some-
thing that doesn’t sit right 
with your soul?” asked Cul-
peper County native Amy 
Hunter, an African-Amer-
ican wife and mother, in a 
recent message to the Star-

Exponent. “Well, when I see 
this flag, knowing all it rep-
resents, I get a feeling in the 
pit of my stomach. This flag 
represents hate—there is no 
other way around it.”

The 1992 graduate of Cul-
peper County High School 
added that the battle flag of 
the Confederacy—loser of 
the Civil War in which hun-
dreds of thousands of men 
died to preserve the institu-
tion of slavery—should not 
be displayed in a public park 
where she takes her family. It 
flies in sight of a playground, 
ball fields and a pavilion that 
prior to the pandemic hosted 
various youth activities, in-
cluding art camps.

“I should not have to feel 
disgusted when I got to Lenn 
Park because this flag is fly-
ing,” Hunter said.

As of Saturday morning, 
her petition, “Remove Con-
federate Flag at Lenn Park,” 

By CLINT SCHEMMER

THE CULPEPER STAR EXPONENT

The latest COVID-19 
statistics across Virginia, 
as well as in the Culpeper 
area, are a mixed lot, the 
region’s chief health officer 
says.

Dr. Wade Kartchner, 
director of the Rappahan-
nock-Rapidan Health Dis-
trict, said on Thursday that 
the week’s trend “brings 
some reassuring news as 
well as some worry.”

The district’s COVID-19 
case numbers have seen 
an upswing, and Virginia 
has reported new deaths 
from the novel coronavi-
rus over the past week or 
so, Kartchner noted. Hos-
pitalizations appear fairly 
flat, he said.

A s of Sat u rday, t he 
Virginia Department of 
Health reported a total of 
1,566 COVID-19 cases in 
the district and 25 deaths. 
That breaks down to 852 
in Culpeper and 12 deaths, 

476 in Fauquier and 8 
deaths, 47 in Madison and 
1 death, 159 in Orange and 
3 deaths and 32 in Rappah-
annock and 1 death.

Currently, the VDH is re-
viewing death-certificate 
data, so the apparent surge 
in death numbers across 
the state does not neces-
sarily indicate a significant 
upswing in recent deaths, 
Kartchner said.

Deaths are added to 
each health district’s count 
when they are reported, 
not when they happen, he 
said.

“As a local example, the 
last 5 deaths that were add-
ed to our district count in 
the past few weeks were all 
from April through June,” 
Kartchner said. “I am try-
ing my best to get this issue 
corrected with the folks in 
Richmond.”

Three recent fatalities 
that appear in the dis-
trict’s data are cases that ei-
ther were reassigned from 

STAR-EXPONENT STAFF

The former Fauquier 
C o u n t y  d e p u t y  w h o 
cla i med to have been 
knocked unconscious on 
the side of the road when 
he was struck in the head 
by a f lying object faked 
the incident and has been 
criminally charged.

Jake Preston Dooley, 
22, of Marshall has been 
relieved of his duties by 
Sheriff Bob Mosier after he 
reportedly provided false 
information to colleagues 
with the Fauquier County 
Sheriff’s Office about the 

Friday night attack.
T h e  i n -

vest igation 
started when 
a pa sserby 
found Dooley 
ly i ng face-
down at the 
intersection 
of Old Water-
loo and Wilson roads, out-
side of Warrenton. Authori-
ties responded to the scene 
just after 7 p.m. July 10.

According to a news re-
lease and video released 

By CLINT SCHEMMER

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Sat u rday ’s Wa rbi rd 
Showcase at Culpeper 
Regional Airport drew 
aviation enthusiasts by 
the score, about 200 in all, 
for a day full of history, 
family fun, aircraft ogling 
and some flying, too.

The first such event held 
by the Commemorative 
Air Force’s Capital Wing, 
which is based at the air-
port, supplanted the sort 
of the summer airshow 
that normally—in non-
COVID times—would be 
entertaining people at air-
ports across the country.

The showcase featured 
eight v intage militar y 
aircraft, most from World 
War II, that visitors could 
see up close, touch and 
learn about—as much or 
as little as they liked—and 
maybe take a flight in to 
see Culpeper from the 
skies.

Visitors ran the gamut 
from eager kids to enthu-
siastic oldsters and every-
one in between.

People’s interest began 
building in the parking lots 
before they even got near 
the Capital Wing’s hangar 
next to the airport terminal.

Culpeper County 
board claims it has 
‘no control’ over 
Confederate flag

EMILY JENNINGS / CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

A Civil War cannon replica 
sits near the plot where the 
Confederate battle flag flies 
in Culpeper’s Lenn Park.

Fauquier deputy 
found face down. 
Sheriff: Attack faked

COVId-19 trend 
brings ‘some worry’

See LENN PARk, Page A5

Dooley

See DEPuTy, Page A8
See VIRuS, Page A7

By JuSTIN MATTINGLy

RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

Two years after losing 
the congressional seat, 7th 
District Republicans will 
decide July 18 who to run 
against Rep. Abigail Span-
berger in November.

Among the six candi-
dates are Dels. Nick Freitas, 
R-Culpeper and John Mc-
Guire, R-Goochland; inter-
national nonprofit leader 
Tina Ramirez, local teacher 
Pete Greenwald, former 
Trump administration 
appointee Andrew Knaggs 

and Coast Guard veteran 
Jason Roberge.

The district’s GOP com-
mittee will host a walk-
thru convention at Mead-
ow Event Park in Caroline 
County, where the State Fair 
of Virginia is normally held. 

GOP to choose 
Spanberger foe 
from 6 candidates

JAMES H. WALLACE/TIMES-DISPATCH

Rep. Abigail Spanberger, D-7th

See CHALLENGERS, Page A8

Culpeper show spotlights WWII-era 
aircraft, lore and artifacts

PETER CIHELKA/THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Georgia Mendes returns to terra firma after taking a ride in a Stinson L-5 Sentinel during Saturday’s Warbird Showcase at 
Culpeper Regional Airport. Mendes will turn 70 on Wednesday and wanted to do ‘something a little different’ to celebrate.

WARbIRD SHOWCASE DRAWS CROWD

See WARBIRDS, Page A4
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Sponsored
by . . .

Wanderlust Gifts
Natural Solutions

Cleaning Co

starexponent .com/buylocal

CLICK TO VIEW THE GIFT CARD DIRECTORY

1. HOULE’ manure pump for 12’ manure pit
2. 20 Calf Hutches
3. Cattle working, hooftrimming, portable chute
4. John Deere 810 3 Furrow plow with 3 pt. hitch
5. John Deere 1250 4 furrow plow
6. John Deere scraper blade hyd. Angle & tilt, 3 pt. hitch
7. John Deere 7000 Conservation com planter, 6 row 30” spacing, dry

fertilizer attachment
8. Brillion culpacker 12 ft. pull type
9. Brillion spring tooth harrow 18’ pull type
10. John Deere 12’ offset disc
11. Better-Built 3000 liquid manure tank
12. John Deere 6 foot bush hog
13. John Deere 10’ pull type 1008 bush hog hyd. Cylinder
14. John Deere 10’ 3 pt. hitch bush hog
15. Bush hog 2615L 15’ bush hog hyd. Cylinder
16. Aerway 13’ chain harrow, pull type
17. 1998 Dodge 1 ton pickup truck, Cummins diesel engine w/bale

un-roller
18. 1998 Dodge dually pickup bed
19. Danhuser 2 auger post hole digger
20. Gehl1410 Manure spreader, PTO tandem, 400 bu.
21. 1991 Better Built 22’ tandem trailer (E 6000; G 20,000)
22. John Deere 310 Back Hoe
23. Little Giant 40’ Hay elevator
24. John Deere 350 Belt round baler 5x6 bale, pull type
25. John Deere 350 Sickle bar mower 3 pt. hitch 7’
26. John Deere 920 Disbine 10’ 4” cut
27. John Deere 756 hyd. 18’ hay tedder, pull type
28. 2 GEHL 8x18’ hay wagons w/Diller body for square bales
29. Diller round bale tandem wagon/ 4 or 5 bales
30. Worksaver bale un-roller 3 pt. hitch w/hydraulic cylinder
31. Caterpillar 953 Track loader w/4 n 1 bucket
32. New Holland 565 Skid loader, diesel wlbucket, bale spear &

pallet fork
33. John Deere 444 E articulated loader
34. Lincoln 225 portable welder
35. GEHL 125 Grinder mixer, pull type, 540 RPM
36. John Deere 7810 4x4 tractor w/740 loader bucket/pallet

fork/bale spear
37. John Deere 3150 4x4 tractor
38. John Deere 1050 4x4 tractor
39. John Deere 2755 4x4 tractor
40. John Deere 2940 4x4 tractor
41. John Deere 6310 4x4 tractor wlboom arm mtd. Mower to

right side

FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION
AT 10:00 A.M ON SATURDAY, JULY 18, 2020,

AT 11775 SUNNY SIDE LANE, RIXEYVILLE, VIRGINIA, 22737,
THE FOLLOWING FARM EQUIPMENT

WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION:

TERMS OF SALE: No reserve, “where is - as is”, for cash/check paid
at time of purchase, with buyers to remove the property on the day
of purchase absent other arrangements with Paul Compton, II. The
public is entitled to bid at sale

Auctioneer:
Robert L. Evans, #284

NEWS

had garnered more than 
2,700 signatures. Hunter 
plans to address her elected 
county board on the issue 
at its next public hearing on 
August 4 in the auditorium 
at Eastern View High School.

But the Culpeper Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors in 
charge of county-owned 
facilities does not appear 
overly concerned or in a rush 
to remove the f lag many 
people of color also consider 
a painful symbol of white 
supremacy.

Park’s ownership
Five years ago, the board 

basically ignored a plea 
from then Culpeper Branch 
NAACP president to take it 
down, claiming the small 
piece on land on which it flies 
is privately owned. Five years 
later, the Board of Supervi-
sors has doubled down on 
that claim.

It was recently discovered, 
however, that the flag parcel 
has been on public land 
since local farmers, the Lenn 
brothers, gave the park’s 
larger acreage to the county 
14 years ago.

In 2006, the Lenn broth-
ers deeded 85 acres of their 
farmland off State Route 663 
north of Stevensburg to the 
county to create the park. 
The land includes a Civil War 
exhibit the brothers built sev-
eral years earlier.

Per the 2006 gift of the 
Lenns’ land, which figured in 
part of the June 9, 1863, Battle 
of Brandy Station: “The 1863 
Confederate and Union 
(American) battle flags shall 
fly in perpetuity as part of a 
historical display and shall 
be maintained so as to pre-
serve and honor the dignity 
and respect to which they are 
entitled.”

The Confederate and 
U.S. flags fly beside a small 

monument to Confederate 
scout William Downs Farley, 
marking the spot where the 
aide to Gen. J.E.B. Stuart was 
mortally wounded by artil-
lery fire during the cavalry 
battle.

“The requirement at the 
time (of the 2006 deed of 
gift) would have to fly both 
flags and I said at the time, 
we couldn’t guarantee that 
as a government,” Stevens-
burg District Supervisor Bill 
Chase said in a phone inter-
view on Friday.

It was then proposed that 
the flag parcel be given to the 
Museum of Culpeper His-
tory, but that fell through, the 
supervisor said.

In 2015, when the Cul-
peper NAACP chapter asked 
the Confederate flag be re-
moved, the Board of Supervi-
sors voted to give the flag par-
cel back to the Lenn brothers. 
But that deal wasn’t ratified 
due to some citizen push-
back and a change in board 
administration, Chase said.

On Friday, July 3, one of 
the brothers told the Star-
Exponent they rejected the 
county’s 2005 attempt to give 
them back the Farley memo-
rial’s plot where the flag flies.

“We told them we didn’t 
want anything to do with it,” 
Kaye Lenn said. “... Since we 
don’t have the property any 
more, it wasn’t our concern 
anyway.”

‘Not on our land’
But last week, on July 6, the 

county finally modified the 
Lenn Park land deed to con-
vey the 0.03-acre flag parcel 
back to brothers Kaye and 
Wayne Lenn, who are in their 
90s. The amended deed, of 
which the county provided a 
copy to the Star-Exponent, is 
signed by the Lenns and Cul-
peper County Administrator 
John Egertson.

“We have nothing to say 
about it. It’s not on our land,” 
Chase said Friday of the 
Confederate battle flag still 
in place at the entrance to 
the park, maintained with 
county tax dollars.

“I know (the Lenn broth-
ers) feel very strongly about 
flying it, not as a battle flag, 
but as a tribute to ... Farley, 
who was killed there,” the 
supervisor said. “… It’s a 
good part of history, where 
the Battle of Brandy Station 
started, and they got a good 
summary of what happened 
and where it happened on 
their kiosk … To me, it’s part 
of the history. It’s certainly 
not to put down Blacks.”

Chase, a Vietnam veteran 
and retired coal miner from 
Pennsylvania, said that as 
a boy he sat on the knee of a 
great-great uncle who fought 
for the Union during the 
Civil War, including at Get-
tysburg.

“To him, it was never about 
race or states’ rights,” said 
Chase, Culpeper County’s 
longest-serving supervisor. 
“He blamed the Democrats, 
claimed it was a war of poli-
tics. He told me when he was 
down in Georgia, he knew 
everybody shooting at him 
was Democrats, so he came 
back to Pennsylvania and 
became a Republican.”

Chase added, “I know 
there is a group the flag is ob-
jected to and so I respect that, 
everybody’s opinion.”

He attended integrat-
ed school from first grade 
through his time at West 

Point, the U.S. Military Acad-
emy. The supervisor said 
he can’t speak about the 
segregated schools of the 
South, including in Cul-
peper, through the late 1960s.

“I don’t pretend to look 
through Culpeper Black 
eyes,” said Chase, who has 
chaired the Board of Super-
visors multiple times since 
1981. “I feel you can’t change 
the history.”

Leave it be?
Gary Deal, the board’s cur-

rent chairman, declined to 
weigh in on the Confederate 
flag at Lenn Park.

At last Tuesday’s supervi-
sors meeting, Deal read a 
prepared statement on the 
matter, saying, “… there is a 
restrictive covenant condi-
tion that the Union (Ameri-
can) and Confederate flags 
flying at the property which 
are part of a historical display 
would have to be flown in 
perpetuity.”

“T herefore Cu lpeper 
County has no authority or 
control of that certain por-
tion of land where the two 
flags fly,” Deal stated.

He declined to speak fur-
ther about calls for its re-
moval, including the petition 
started by Hunter, who ad-
dressed it to him.

County Administrator 
Egertson, too, said it would 
be inappropriate for him to 
comment about calls for the 
flag to come down.

The only public comment 
received during last week’s 
board meeting about the 
flag—the topic of a recent 
broadcast by Washington’s 
NBC4 T V stat ion—was 
by Culpeper resident Kurt 
Christiansen, who support-
ed keeping the Confederate 
flag flying at the public park.

“We have history and we 
need to honor it,” Christian-
sen said, adding, “It’s not 
in anybody’s interest to re-
litigate the Civil War.”

He told the county board 
to “support the silent major-

ity and leave things as they 
are.”

Markers of history
Reached by phone on Fri-

day, Kaye Lenn, 94, referred 
questions to his brother, 
Wayne, 93, who he said is 
unable to hear well enough 
to speak by phone and would 
have to meet in person.

Kaye Lenn said their farm 
beside the park has been in 
the family since 1952. Wayne 
and his late brother, Edwin, 
were dairy farmers, Kaye 
Lenn said.

He said the park’s f lags 
are “markers” of American 
history.

“The NA ACP has done 
away with the Confederate 
flag all over the country … 
and of course the flag here 
is just simply a marker, and 
that’s all there is to it, and 
that’s the way we left it,” Lenn 
said.

In a phone conversation 
Friday Culpeper Branch 
NAACP President Sandra 
Reaves-Yates said local lead-
ers of the civil rights advoca-
cy group remain aware of the 
Confederate statue and flag 
issue sweeping the country. 
But she said law enforcement 
reform is their primary con-
cern currently.

Regarding the Confeder-
ate f lag at Lenn Park and 
whether it should be taken 
down, Reaves-Yates said, 
“We’ll have to appeal to the 
family.”

In 2008, the Lenn brothers 
accepted a resolution of ap-
preciation from the county 
board for the gift of their 
farmland, now developed as 
Lenn Park. The brothers in 
turn thanked the board “for 
their kindness and consider-
ation,” according to minutes 
of that meeting.

The gift of 85 acres now 
has two softball fields, two 
fenced-in dog park areas, 
more than two miles of walk-
ing paths, a remote-control 
airplane field and many 
small pavilions, picnic tables 

and group campfire seating. 
Many local Boy Scouts of 
America troops have used 
the park for camping and 
other activities over the 
years.

A large pavilion with cov-
ered outdoor seating also 
has an indoor area with heat 
and air conditioning, where 
activities are held year round, 
and the Culpeper County Li-
brary has provided an inter-
net hot spot there so residents 
can visit and get online.

“Like most farm owners, 
we never felt that it was our 
land, we just had the use of it 
for a while,” Lenn said. “And 
now we feel very fortunate 
because instead of just the 
Lenns using this land, maybe 
many others will use and en-
joy it for years to come.”

‘Things of hate’
Hunter said there are 

many local families who 
would indeed like to enjoy 
the park’s amenities, but 
will not and cannot because 
of the Confederate flag that 
flies over it.

“The time has come where 
we as a county need to re-
move things of hate and dis-
crimination,” she said. “We 
need to unite us. And this 
would be a start.”

Hundreds of people have 
left written comments on the 
online petition.

“Confederate flags have 
no place in an equal society 
as they represent traitors to 
the U.S. who fought to keep 
slavery in place in the U.S.,” 
wrote one person.

Another said: “This sym-
bol of that Lost Cause needs 
to be retired to a history mu-
seum,” and, “Its sole purpose 
is to intimidate and terrorize 
people of color.”

Finally: “This flag may rep-
resent Southern pride and a 
part of American history, but 
it also represents hundreds of 
years of slavery, murder and 
hate. Take it down.”

abrophy@starexponent.com 
540/825-4315

Lenn Park
From Page A1

EMIly JEnnInGS/STaR-EXPOnEnT

The Confederate battle flag 
and U.S. flag fly in Culpeper 
County’s Lenn Park.
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Wake up summer With kids photo contest, nature Bingo

By COLLEttE CaPRaRa

FOR thE FREE lancE-StaR

Children who engage in two 
current Friends of the Rap-
pahannock offerings will not 
only spend time in the exhila-
rating and nourishing great 
outdoors but will also sharpen 
their observation skills—and 
may even receive a prize for 
their discoveries.

Through Aug. 12, those ages 
4-17 are invited to participate 
in FOR’s Rappahannock Na-
ture Bingo and Kids Photo 
Contest.

“The goal of these activities 
is to encourage kids to go out-
side and enjoy the nature that 
surrounds us!” said develop-
ment coordinator Carleigh 
Sta rk ston. “W hen k ids go 
outside and view the crea-

tures that take up residence in 
their backyard, neighborhood 
trails or local parks, they learn 
to see our environment, river 
and public spaces as treasures 
w or t h pr e s er v i ng.  W hen 
they learn about and love the 
creatures and nature they 
find, they are more likely to 
care about it and take care of 
it. This is just one way we can 
continue educating the next 
generation of river stewards.”

Nature Bingo
T h is outdoor scavenger 

hu nt, prov id i ng t wo tem-
plates for age cohorts 4-8 and 
9-17, presents a grid of plants, 
critters and natural features 
that players identify and re-
cord throughout their explo-
ration of the environs. When 
children have located all the 
items in a straight line (hori-
zontal, vertical or diagonal), 
they can upload their bingo 
board to the website. All com-
pleted entries will receive a 
Friends of the Rappahannock 
decal and will be entered in 
a raffle for a “Save the Crabs” 
T-shirt.

“Sharing the wonder of the 
natural world with children 
is one of our core values as an 
organization. We hope that 
this game of finding animals 
in their habitat and learning 
their names will inspire more 

families to look to the river for 
time well spent!” said com-
munications director JoEllen 
Santulli.

Kids Photo Contest
Children ages 4-17 are in-

vited to take digital images 
of scenes and flora and fauna 
that capture their interest 
as they go on strolls, hikes 
and river adventures and to 
submit their works for prizes. 
Parents can guide them in 
their exploration of their own 
backyards or riverside, but 
all photos must be taken by 
the entrant. Winners will be 
chosen in age groups of 4-8, 
9-12 and 13-17 and will receive 
a T-shirt—as well as celeb-
rity through FOR’s website. 
In addition, one grand-prize 
winner will be awarded a fam-

ily environmental excursion 
with an FOR river steward.

Fa m i l ies may choose to 
combine the bingo scavenger 
hunt with their photography 
venture as they explore na-
ture. Both the bingo boards 
a nd photog raphs must be 
submitted by Aug. 12, and 
winners of the photo contest 
will be announced during the 
week of Aug. 16-22.

Photographs will be judged 
on creativity and the quality 
of the image.

“We encourage participants 
to have fun and be creative. 
They may catch an image of a 
heron with a fish in its mouth 
or find a unique perspective 
for a picture of a grasshopper 
or frog!” said Starkston.

Go out on the big river and 
document your nature explore

FRiEnDS OF thE RappahannOcK

get out your camera and document your nature adventures this summer. Friends of the Rappahannock is hosting a nature Bingo and Kids Photo Contest through aug. 12.

MORE INFO
Friends of the Rappahannock 
nature Bingo and Kids photo 
contest, through aug. 12. 
riverfriends.org (events)

By ROB HEdELt

thE FREE lancE-StaR

FONES CLIFFS—Julia 
King ducks under a cover 
that’s the only protection 
from the baking July sun 
for her team of archae-
ologists on this 250-acre 
property that’s now part 
of a federal refuge in Rich-
mond County.

She uses a break in the 
ongoi ng exc avat ion of 
several well-delineated 
discovery pits to share an 
array of Native American 
and Colonial artifacts un-
earthed near the edge of 
the cliffs that are exactly 
82 feet above the Rappa-
hannock River that rolls 
along below.

Stand near the edge of 
those cliffs—not too close, 
because it’s a dangerously 

immediate drop—and 
you are rewarded with a 
vista that’s breathtakingly 
beautiful, a 180-degree 
tableau of expansive 
marshland, stands of 
green hardwoods and 
a waterway filled with 
twists and turns upriver.

It’s there’s any place that 
can conjure thoughts of 
spirituality and the inspir-
ing beauty of nature, it’s 
this spot at Fones Cliffs, 
now part of the Rap-
pahannock River Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge. 
The area is not yet open to 
the public.

King and Rappahan-
nock Indian Chief Anne 
Richardson say the stun-
ning view helps to make 
sense of the crystals, 
hand-etched pieces of 

glass and other artifacts 
discovered in this area 
along the cliffs.

“Stand there and you 
can’t help but feel and see 
that this is a very spiritual 
place,” said Richardson, 
taking in the land that 
both the tribe and this 
archaeology team from 
St. Mary’s College in 
Maryland believe is near 
where a Rappahannock 
Indian village existed, and 
a spot where an individual 
named Indian Peter may 
well have lived. “It’s a 
place where a connection 
would have been made 
with the spirit realm, a 
place the tribe may well 
have used for ceremony.”

King, an anthropol-
ogy professor who’s 

Archaeology team digs deep into Fones Cliffs’ past 

pEtER cihElKa / thE FREE lancE–StaR

St. Mary’s College student Caitlin Hall sifts through soil from Fones Cliffs while anthropology 
instructor Scott Strickland works in the background. the archaeological dig was looking for 
native american and Colonial artifacts.

See COntESt, page c5

See CLIFFS, page c5
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By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Culpeper County native 
Sanford Reaves Jr. is seeking 
a second term on the board 
of directors of Rappahan-
nock Electric Cooperative, 
representing Culpeper and 
Orange counties.

Retired lawyer Seth Heald, 
also of Culpeper, is run-
ning against Reaves for the 
seat. Heald helped create a 
grassroots group seeking to 
reform the rural electric co-
operative.

A 1974 graduate of Culpep-
er County High School, small 
businessman and pastor at 
Mount Zion Baptist Church, 
Reaves emphasized his life 
experience and board train-
ing in stating why he feels he 
is well-suited to remain in 
position.

Incumbent Reaves 
seeking second term 
on paid utility board

Reaves was first elected to 
the paid board of directors 
three years ago and said he 
was prompted to serve due to 
his own experience with the 
electric cooperative of which 
he is a “member-owner.” A 

resident of the Salem District, 
he recalled the power going 
out one day at home.

“Like ever ybody else, 
you’re like, oh man, how 
long is this going to take for it 
come to back 
on? I made the 
call and in a 
matter of may-
be 30 minutes 
a truck pulled 
up and it was 
one man in it,” 
Reaves said. 
“I said, ‘This is 
going to be a 
long process.”

But it wasn’t. 
Reaves said, 
“The guy went 
b a c k t o  h i s 
t r uck c a me 
back w it h a 
pole, stuck that pole up there, 
popped a fuse and put an-
other fuse in. I remember 
when it would take three 
guys to climb that pole to 
make those changes.”

A main responsibility of 
the nine-member board rep-
resenting the nine coverage 
areas of REC is to oversee the 
CEO, Reaves said. In fact, the 

By EMILy JENNINGS

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Gearheads will go gaga 
at the next Capital Wing 
event at Culpeper Regional 
Airport, where in addition 
to vintage World War II air-
craft, a car show has been 
added for the Commemo-
rative Air Force’s first-ever 
“Wings and Wheels” event.

Antiques, hot rods, ex-

otics, imports and mod-
er ns — orga n i zers u rge 
ca r ow ners to show of f 
their vehicles while get-
ting buzzed from above 
by 75-year-old lov ingly 
restored airplanes.

“We’ve been wanting 
to do this for a long time, 
and it turned out this was 
a great opportunity to fi-
nally do it,” said Cliff Davis, 
development officer for the 
Wing. “People want to get 
out of the house and this 
is def initely something 
we can do within the state 
mandates for COVID-19.”

Car owners are already 
signing up to participate, 
Davis said, adding that 
prizes will be awarded for 
who travels furthest for 
the show, the best antique, 

By JOHN BOyER

RiChmONd TimES-diSPATCh

Hurricane Isaias is now 
projected to make an even 
closer pass at Florida on 
Sunday before veering up 
the Eastern Seaboard.

Central Virginia looks 
to be in path of the storm’s 
soaking rain by late Mon-
day and Tuesday, but the 
windy conditions are most 
likely to hug the immediate 

coastline.
In Florida, hurricane 

warnings are now in effect 
from Boca Raton to Brevard 
County.

Saturday afternoon, Isa-
ias had peak sustained 
winds of 70 mph as its de-
veloping eye churned just 
south of the Bahamas. The 
National Hurricane Center 
forecast shows an increase 

By SAM WALL

ThE ROANOkE TimES

RADFORD—Radford Uni-
versity released the police 
report about the incident 
that led to a freshman be-
ing arrested last September 
before being found dead 
in his jail cell early the next 
morning.

Aris Eduardo Lobo-Per-
ez, 18, of Culpeper, was 
arrested just before mid-
night on Sept. 11, 2019, for 

public intoxication at the 
Muse Hall dormitory after 
campus police received 
a call about a “potentially 
intoxicated individual,” ac-

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

A controversial banner 
continued to rile the Cul-
peper community follow-
ing the theft by dark of night 
Thursday of the Confeder-
ate battle flag from Stevens-
burg’s Lenn Park.

An unidentified man 
pulled down and bent over 
a metal flag pole, then re-
moved the battle flag that 
had been flying over the 
county-owned park off of 
Route 3.

A security camera near 

the flagpole captured im-
ages of the destruction of 
property around 10:55 p.m. 
on July 30. The Culpeper 
County Sheriff’s Office 
reported the incident Fri-
day morning and released 
images of a male suspect in 
asking the public’s help in 
identifying him.

Calls from local citizens 
to remove the flag consid-
ered offensive by many in 
the community have in-
tensified in recent weeks as 
part of a nationwide focus 
on racial injustice following 
the Memorial Day death of 

George Floyd. The African-
American man took his last 
breaths on a Minneapolis 
street with a police officer’s 
knee on his neck.

Comments planned 
at public hearing

A petition started by Cul-
peper native Amy Hunter at 
http://chng.it/YLCfHDHj 
to remove the Confederate 
battle flag from Lenn Park 
has garnered more than 
4,500 signatures.

She will lead a contingent 
speaking on the issue dur-
ing the public comment 
portion at the Culpeper 
County Board of Supervi-
sors meeting at 7 p.m. this 
Tuesday, August 4 in the 

Pole broken, flag stolen: Lenn Park 
Confederate banner center of fuss

The pole was broken in 
pieces and the flag stolen 
from Culpeper County’s 
Lenn Park Thursday night.

NEW STARS & BARS fLIES WITH U.S. fLAG

See FLAG, Page A10

Reaves, Heald 
competing for 
REC Board seat

Reaves Jr.

Heald

Weaker Isaias 
likely to bring 
soaking rain tues.

Radford releases 
police report related 
to student’s jail death

Aris Eduardo Lobo-Perez

See REC, Page A4

See ISAIAS, Page A5 See RADFORD, Page A5

Car show coming to 
Culpeper airport
‘Wings and Wheels’ to feature vintage 
machines on land and in the air

CRUiSiN’ FOR hEROES

This 1975 Ferrari 365 GT4BB 
Berlinetta Boxer is one of 
only 387 ever made. It will be 
at the Warbird Showcase. See CAR SHOW, Page A4

PhOTOS by EmiLy JENNiNGS/STAR-EXPONENT

Members of the Facebook group Culpeper Minutemen claim to have been the ones who hoisted a new Confederate flag 
over Lenn Park Friday after someone else pulled a flagpole down Thursday night and stole the controversial flag.
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auditorium at Eastern View High 
School.

The contentious issue, and the 
latest developments in Culpeper, 
have garnered broad reaction on 
social media with some dubbing 
Thursday’s flag-removal, “Good 
trouble,” the rallying call of recently 
laid to rest civil rights icon Rep. John 
Lewis.

Hunter, who feels the flag is a 
symbol of hate, said on Friday she 
would be at Tuesday’s hearing to 
speak her mind about the flag in the 
park. She previously said when she 
sees the flag it makes her get a pit in 
her stomach.

“I think we should still show up 
just in case they are thinking about 
replacing it,” Hunter said.

Someone already had by Friday 
afternoon, anonymously. The 
flag removal, within hours, ral-
lied a group of local men to hang a 
replacement battle flag over Lenn 
Park.

Culpeper Minutemen—
two groups

A local man who posts on Face-
book as “Culpeper Minutemen” 
apparently joined three others in 
re-hoisting the battle flag.

NBC4 News out of Washington, 
D.C. captured the scene while 
reporter Scott MacFarlane was at 
Lenn Park on Friday doing a story 
about the Confederate symbols 
issue that has sowed division in 
many communities nationwide 
(https://www.nbcwashington.
com/news/local/confederate-flag-
taken-in-virginia-new-one-hoist-
ed-in-its-place/2378590/).

The men, though filmed, were 
not interviewed and the man who 
put the flag back had his face cov-
ered with a mask.

Culpeper Minutemen on Face-
book—different from the local Cul-
peper Minutemen Chapters of the 
Daughters & Sons of the American 
Revolution historical preservation 
group—posted the NBC story on 
its page and a comment, “Commu-
nists keep taking them down. We’re 
going to keep putting them up.”

The Star-Exponent messaged 
Culpeper Minutemen Facebook 
page and received responses from 
a man claiming to be the one who 
put the flag back in Lenn Park on 
Friday, as filmed by NBC4.

He declined to provide his iden-
tity, saying he had a good job in 
construction and didn’t want to get 
harassed online or in person. The 
man said he has been quietly re-
placing the flags at Lenn Park for 10 
years: “I’m sure it will get torn down 
again. I’ll just put it back up. We’re 
not a hate group. We’re not racist. 
We just see the war a lot different.”

Charles Jameson, head of the 
Culpeper Minutemen Chapter 
SAR, weighed in on the battle flag in 
the county park.

“This has been a tough week for 
me. My hometown really disap-
points me,” he said.

Jameson said he sent informa-
tion to the board of supervisors 
regarding the Civil War’s cause of 
preserving slavery as well as “a psy-
chology report” on the Confederate 
symbol: “I will keep fighting on 
this,” Jameson said.

Flag history, locally
The Confederate flag has flown 

next to an American flag over the 
public facility since 2006 when 
members of the Lenn family, broth-
ers in their 90s who live next door, 
gave 85 acres of their farmland 
to the county for creation of the 
park. As part of the agreement, the 
brothers specified the flags fly for 
perpetuity. The Lenns have also 
contributed many amenities to the 
park, according to a nephew, Bent-
ley Meredith, who lives nearby.

“Other than the dog park, a few 
of the picnic tables, and some of the 
walking paths, my uncles paid for 
everything in that park. Ball fields, 
bandstand, pavilion, playgrounds, 
airfield and boy scout park,” Mer-
edith wrote in a recent email.

The Lenn brothers could not im-
mediately be reached for comment 
on Saturday.

The scenic park that bears their 
name in the historic village close 
to a vineyard in eastern Culpeper is 
enjoyed by many. But the battle flag 
has caused separation. The Lenns 
started flying it on private land in 
2001 as part of a historic display and 

monument they put up to honor a 
Confederate scout who died in the 
area.

Culpeper County government 
leaders initially claimed they had 
given the flag parcel back to the 
Lenns five years ago and therefore 
had no control over it. However, 
that deed of transfer, relinquishing 
public ownership of the small piece 
of land highlighting Confederate 
history, was not officially ratified 
until last month, on July 6, 2020.

The Rev. Adrian Sledge was in-
terviewed for the NBC4 segment at 
Lenn Park.

“If you don’t want these type of 
results, it’s time to have an open 
conversation, an open dialogue 
and be truthful to one another and 
listen to where everyone stands,” he 
said in the TV interview. “This way 
you don’t have these type of situa-
tions where people are vandalizing 
property.”

In a message Saturday to the 
Star-Exponent, Sledge said if the 
flag property belongs to the Lenn 
brothers, “Then it is their right to 
keep it and none has the right to de-
stroy it. But if the county is respon-
sible it needs to come down.”

Sledge, an Army veteran, said the 
county board of supervisors “has 
made this a difficult problem that 
has created division in our com-
munity.”

He added, “As much as it offends 
me, I still support First Amendment 
rights. But this decision will be ad-
dressed in the 2021 election. We can 
only move forward and make sure 
leadership don’t make these types 
of decisions again.”

Symbol of history or 
oppression?

Though it seems like new issues 
of Confederate imagery in modern 
day life are surfacing daily, the topic 
is not on Tuesday’s Board of Super-
visors agenda. Members have cer-
tainly been hearing about it from 
constituents, and more comments 
are expected at the public hearing.

Stevensburg Supervisor Bill 
Chase, who helped facilitate the 
Lenn Park land donation through 
his long relationship with the 
brothers, was asked recently about 
the battle flag issue.

Chase told the Star-Exponent he 

would do whatever his constituents 
told him to do.

Catalpa Supervisor Paul Bates, 
serving his first term on the elected 
board, was asked about the Lenn 
Park f lagpole destruction. He 
shared his feelings on Friday in a 
phone conversation, saying he was 
“dead-set against sweeping history 
under the rug.”

“I don’t appreciate what has 
happened throughout the nation 
where if it doesn’t align with the 
way I feel, I will destroy it,” Bates 
said.

An Air Force veteran who served 
as crew chief during the Libyan 
conflict of 1985, Bates said Confed-
erate symbols “remind us where 
our country comes from.”

“I hate what our country has 
done and gone through, but we 
have learned from our mistakes 
and progressed forward from it,” 
Bates said. “I don’t approve of what 
the South stood for, but we have 
made progress.”

Confederate soldiers didn’t have 
the luxury of saying they didn’t 
want to fight for the cause of the 
Civil War, he added. Bates admitted 
some “hate groups” have claimed 
the battle flag to promote their own 
interests. He said he could not com-
ment on how the flag makes other 
people feel.

Bates added while he does not 
believe the battle flag is a cause 
for celebration that it should be 
allowed to remain as a historical 

marker in Lenn Park in an area of 
actual battlefield: “This is about 
history,” he said.

Culpeper Town Councilwoman 
Jamie Clancey, asked about the flag 
issue, said everyone has a right to 
freedom of speech.

“I strongly believe that there is 
incredible value in celebrating dif-
ferent opinions and perspectives 
as our diverse community works 
together to advance and grow. I do, 
however, question the need for our 
local government to sponsor and 
support flags or monuments that 
honor events or people that fought 
to oppress others,” she said.

“Recognizing and remembering 
that history should be left to thor-
ough, transparent, and honestly 
written history books; not be cel-
ebrated on publicly funded land,” 
she added.

The flag controversy may resolve 
itself.

A source close to the situation 
told the Star-Exponent on Saturday 
afternoon that the Lenn brothers 
didn’t appreciate the initial de-
struction and removal of the flag 
or the purported Minutemen who 
showed up later to replace them.

“No one seems to respect private 
property anymore,” the source 
said, adding the Lenns would never 
give permission to any group or 
person to take or replace the flags.

The original flags the brothers 
installed back in 2001 were the 
Union flag of 1863 (similar to the 
American flag) and the battle flag of 
the Army of Northern Virginia, the 
source said.

According to the source, the 
other f lagpole rehung with the 
Confederate battle flag and Ameri-
can flag will likely be “cut down” in 
the near future because the whole 
situation is just becoming too much 
of a headache for the elderly broth-
ers. They’re “tired of fighting,” the 
source said.

Anyone with information about 
the destruction of property and flag 
removal in Lenn Park is asked to 
call the Sheriff’s Office non-emer-
gency number at 540/727-7900. 
Calls may remain anonymous by 
contacting Culpeper Crime Solvers 
at 540/727-0300.

abrophy@starexponent.com 
540/825-4315

Flag
From Page A3

CuLPEPER COunty SHERIFF’S OFFICE

The Culpeper County Sheriff’s Office 
is seeking the public’s help in identi-
fying this man who reportedly pulled 
down a flagpole.
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V i r g i n i a’s  n e w  on e -
handgun-per-month re-
striction resulted in 1,102 
people being denied the 
purchase of a firearm dur-
ing the law’s first month—
by far the largest percent-
age of the 1,877 denials 

issued in July by the Vir-
ginia Firearms Transac-
tion Center.

T he h ig h nu mb er of 
denials is due in part to 
con f usion a mong f i re-
a rms dea lers a nd t heir 
customers about how the 
monthly or 30-day restric-
tion period is calculated. 
Many believed that the law 
would not apply to pur-
chases they made during 
the month before the law 
went into effect on July 1.

“It was confusing,” said 
Mark Tosh, president of 
Town Gun Shop Inc., with 
stores in Martinsville and 
Chesterf ield Count y. “I 
t h i n k it caug ht a lot of 
people off guard, because 
ever ybody thought, OK 
July 1, and now the clock 
starts ticking if you buy a 
handgun. If I buy one July 
1, then by Aug. 2, I should 
be fine [to buy another]. 
But nobody k new t hey 
were going to go back into 

June. I think that’s why you 
saw so many denials.”

T he Democ r at ic-le d 
Genera l A ssembly ea r-
lier this year reinstated the 
one-handgun-per-month 
law t hat l imits people, 
w it h some except ions, 
from buying more than 
one handgun per month. 
A nearly identical law was 
enacted in 1993 but was re-
pealed in 2012 by the then-
Republica n-cont rol led 
state legislature.

Jerr y Cochran, owner 
of Trader Jerry’s, one of 
Virginia’s largest federally 
licensed firearms dealers, 
said his store saw a record 
number of denials for a 
single day on July 1.

“They made it retroac-
tive and did not tel l us. 
That’s the deal,” Cochran 
said. “We had no idea. We 
could have asked [custom-
ers] if they had purchased 
a gun in June.”

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

cULpepeR sTaR-eXponenT

The Confederate f lag 
that has f lown over pub-
l icly-ow ned Lenn Pa rk 
in Stevensburg for more 
than a decade was quietly 
removed Wednesday by a 
local farming family tired 
of the strife it was causing. 

The Confederate monu-
ment on land in the Cul-
peper Courthouse Square, 

owned by the county, re-
mains a striking point.

Evidence of div isions 
caused by the presence of 
such Confederate symbols 
in modern-day Culpeper 
emerged during more than 
an hour of public comment 
on t he content ious na-
tionwide issue at Tuesday 
night’s County Board of 
Supervisors meeting.

More than 50 residents 
attended the public hear-
ing held in the auditori-
um at Eastern View High 
School, and nearly t wo 
dozen weighed in on the 

f lag a nd monument is-
sues, including comments 
submitted by phone and 
email. Only one member of 
the seven-member elected 
boa rd, Cha irma n Ga r y 
Deal, made public remarks 
after hearing the feedback 
from constituents.

Deal read a code of con-
duct to open the meeting, 
asking speakers to observe 
fundamental rules of civil-
ity including restraint of 
demeanor and respect for 
other people’s views.

“There are all good peo-
ple here tonight. If you’re on 

the other side of the issue, it 
doesn’t mean you’re a bad 
person,” Deal said.

At the end, the board 
chairman said he would 
support relocation of the 
Confederate courthouse 
statue to a museum or bat-
tlefield. Deal said he would 
also support leaving the 
statue at the courthouse 
and adding Black history 
and inclusion.

“Or take it to a referen-
dum for the voters to vote 
on it,” he said on Tuesday. 
“I do think the flag needs 

Sports: Virginia Tech responds to COVID-19 concerns over football practices, B1
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New outDoor seatINg for Culpeper’s DowNtowN

JULY 1 BEGAN DENIALS 
FOR EXCEEDING  
HANDGUN LIMIT

CULPEPER BOARD  
MOSTLY SILENT IN RE-
SPONSE TO COMMENTS

Speakers express views on Confederate symbols

By MATT O’BRIEN  
ANd SARAH RANKIN

associaTed pRess

RICHMOND—Virginia 
has rol led out a sma rt-
phone app to automati-
cally notify people if they 
might have been exposed 
to the coronavirus, becom-
ing the first U.S. state to use 
new pandemic technol-
ogy created by Apple and 
Google.

The free Covidwise app 
is available in Apple and 
Android app stores as of 
Wednesday. State officials, 
who emphasized that the 
app doesn’t track user lo-
cation or collect personal 
information, announced 
public campaigns encour-
aging people to download 
and use it.

“We’re using every pos-
sible approach to fight this 
virus and keep Virginians 
hea lt hy,” Virginia Gov. 
Nort ham said in a pre-
pared statement provided 
to The Associated Press.

The technology arrives 
nearly four months after 
Apple and Google part-
nered to create the soft-
wa re for publ ic hea lt h 
agencies trying to contain 
the spread of the pandem-
ic. Canada and a number of 
European countries have 
already rolled out apps us-
ing the tech companies’ 
framework.

The app, developed by 
SpringML, relies on Blue-
tooth wireless technology 
to detect when someone 
who downloaded the app 
has spent time near an-
other app user who later 
tests positive for the virus. 
Those who test positive can 
anonymously notify others 

Va. to 
roll out 
pandemic 
Google app

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

cULpepeR sTaR-eXponenT

Five sets of mini public plazas 
destined for East Davis Street 
parking spots arrived Wednes-
day mor n ing in dow ntow n 
Culpeper.

The so-called “parklets” will 
prov ide increased outdoor 
seating for dining and lounging 

in an increasingly distanced 
society.

Culpeper Town Council in 
May approved spending up to 
$94,500 for the mobile parks 
to help downtown businesses 
amid ongoing restrictions lim-
iting interior occupancy and 
requiring distance among pa-
trons to limit spread of the novel 

coronavirus.
The parklets will remain on 

the street into the Christmas 
shopping season in front of Ra-
ven’s Nest, Frenchman’s Corner, 
Pinto Thai, Seriously Sweet and 
Poppy & Chalk, according to 
Paige Read, Culpeper Director 
of Tourism & Economic Devel-
opment. An agreement with the 

town gives operational control 
of each parklet to the business 
owner, as the goal is to leverage 
the parklets for economic activ-
ity, she said. They will remain in 
place through early December, 
weather permitting.

Raven’s Nest ow ner Br it-
tany Mabrey said her business 

Davis Street ‘parklets’ 
being installed curbside

New law: 1,102 people were denied gun purchase

see CONfEdERATE, page a5

see APP, page a3see PARKLET, page a6

see GuNS, page a6

emiLY JenninGs/sTaR-eXponenT

Culpeper Public Works on Wednesday began to install ‘parklets’ on East davis Street, including this one in front of The frenchman’s Corner. Busi-
ness owners will provide seating on what will eventually total five mobile plazas for increased outdoor dining capability during the pandemic.

emiLY JenninGs/sTaR-eXponenT

On Wednesday, both the Confederate flag and u.S. flag were 
gone, and the concrete footing for the poles removed.
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to come down. If the Lenn 
brothers ever reach that 
point where they decide 
they won’t take it down I 
think we basically should 
give up ownership of the 
park.”

‘A voice for all  
races and colors’

As of Wednesday, the 
Confederate f lag was not 
f lying at Lenn Park after 
someone tore it down last 
week and someone else 
put another one back up 
on Friday. A source close to 
the situation told the Star-
Exponent on Saturday the 
Lenn brothers did not ap-
preciate the flag tampering 
and that the controversial 
banner had become too 
much of a hassle. The per-
son stated the poles would 
be taken down altogether.

There was no sign of the 
flag on Wednesday and the 
concrete footer hoisting 
the pole had also been dug 
out. The source declined 
further comment when 
contacted Wednesday.

Culpeper nat ive A my 
Hunter led a contingent 
Tuesday night at the county 
board meeting in support 
of her change.org petition, 
signed by nearly 5,000 peo-
ple, that she launched in 
June seeking removal of the 
Lenn Park flag. She told the 
board the f lag represents 
hate, bigotry, rebellion and 
racism for African-Ameri-
can people like herself.”

“Shame on all of you in 
support of this,” Hunter 
said.

She and others spoke of 
the board’s attempt to give 
the flag parcel back to the 
Lenn Brothers who earlier 
donated the parkland, and 
how that agreement never 
got ratified, leaving the is-
sue unresolved.

“I am saddened by your 
a c t i o n s  …  T h e  b o a r d 
should lead with dignity 
and respect and be a voice 

for all races and cultures 
in our community, but you 
are not, you are definitely 
showing your true colors,” 
Hunter said, wondering 
what purpose f lying the 
Confederate batt le f lag 
served today’s citizens of 
Culpeper. She observed 
the Board of Supervisors 
lacks diversity among its 
ow n ra n k s, compr ised 
of six white men and one 
woman.

“This has got to change, 
it must and it will. I come to 
you tonight requesting that 
you move this flag immedi-
ately,” Hunter said.

As t he loca l mom re-
turned to her seat, a man 
in the audience called out, 
“How long you lived in Cul-
peper?”

Hunter replied, voice 
shaking, “All my life!”

She ex pressed mi xed 
emotions on Wednesday 
about how t he hea r ing 
went saying, “I’m glad that 
we got our point across … 
now we need action.” She 
encouraged Deal to con-
vince the rest of the board 
to see it his way on the issue 
and to keep the flag down.

‘The right thing’
Local pastor Uzziah Har-

ris spoke about how the 
Confederacy was estab-
lished to preserve slavery 
and the white race. Afri-
cans were regarded as infe-
rior under that flag, Harris 
said, calling it a lost cause 
that killed more Americans 
than any other conflict.

In order to rebuild his-
tory, lies must first be torn 
down, Harris said: “The re-
pudiation of these shame-
ful acts is not an attack on 
Western civilization but an 
appropriate and thought-
ful criticism long overdue.”

Regarding the Confeder-
ate statue in the Culpeper 
Court house squa re, he 
supported instead a monu-
ment to Allie Thompson, 
t he 18-yea r-old A miss-
ville farmer taken in 1918 
from the jail next door and 
lynched on Rixeyville Road 

by a hooded mob.
“The outrage over the 

idolatry of these Confeder-
ate symbols is not an emo-
tional thing,” Harris said, 
“It is the right, the righteous 
thing. The hate embodied 
in them should be decreed 
as the antithesis of what we 
truly represent as Ameri-
cans, Virginians and Cul-
peper residents.”

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a r y 
Washington junior Brianna 
Reaves wrote a recent paper 
about Thompson: “How to 
get away with murder.”

“We act like the murder 
didn’t happen, it wasn’t a 
crime, it’s not that big of 
a deal in the first place,” 
she said. Reaves said she 
lea r ned about Thomp-
son’s murder by visiting the 
Equal Justice Initiative in 
Birmingham, Ala. and not 
as a student at Eastern View 
High School. “I was forced 
to face Allie Thompson was 
lynched in Culpeper and 
Allie Thompson’s name 
was on a pillar.”

The Rev. Adrian Sledge 
told the board he was high-
ly offended to see American 
flag flying at same level as 
Confederate f lag in Lenn 
Pa rk. He sa id t he issue 
could have been resolved 
if the board had not been 
deceitful about failing to 
resolve the deed transfer 
five years ago.

Sledge said the county 
needed to be accountable, 
exercise eminent domain 
of the flag parcel and take 
it down. He also asked the 
four board members still 
on the board who did not 
follow through with the 
2015 deed transfer to sub-
mit letters of resignation. 
Sledge called for a special 
election to replace them 
“to elect a new board that 
can be accountable for your 
decisions.” He told the four 
board members to “step 
away and let someone else 
come in and do the job.”

History not for sale; 
noncompliant parcel?

County resident Frances 

Updike said he didn’t have 
“heartburn” about the flag, 
but he did about rule of law 
and the constitution. “His-
tory is not for sale,” Updike 
said. He referred to a recent 
offer of $50,000 from local 
businessman Joe Daniel to 
cover costs to remove the 
Confederate monument.

“It’s a slippery slope who-
ever comes up with the 
most money takes down 
the statue,” Updike said, 
noting it’s the same thing 
with the flag. “All of us have 
the right to express our 
opinions on history.”

He called for a civil con-
versation and delibera-
tive process, saying, “This 
country is not ruled by a 
petition.” Updike closed 
his remarks by saying there 
was no such thing as sys-
temic racism in America.

Charles Jameson, presi-
dent of the Culpeper Min-
utemen Chapter Sons of 
the American Revolution, 
spoke about graduating in 
1965 from segregated Carv-
er Regional High School.

“It hurt that Culpeper 
was the last school system 
(in the state) to integrate,” 
he told the board. “Things 
have changed, but some 
things remain the same,” 
Jameson said, further re-
marking on, “the ongoing 
process of what does and 
does not belong on Amer-
ica’s symbolic landscape.”

John Clatterbuck said 
he wanted the flag and the 
statue to remain: “Let us 
study and learn from his-
tory, not erase it,” he said.

Reva h istor ia n Za n n 
Nelson argued the agricul-
tural parcel in Lenn Park 
containing the Confeder-
ate flag and historical dis-
play is noncompliant and 
nonconforming and has 
improper setbacks, per the 
county’s own zoning code. 
She challenged the board 
Tuesday night for “trying 
to wash their hands of a po-
tentially challenging situa-

tion” when elected officials 
in essence ignored a 2015 
request from the Culpeper 
NAACP to remove the con-
troversial banner.

Nelson said why not in-
stead highlight the area’s 
other history, including 
Native American, St. Ste-
vens Baptist Church and 
Normans Mill. Visiting the 
park Wednesday, Nelson 
noted no flags or flag poles 
remained and the concrete 
footers containing the for-
mer flagpoles had been dug 
out using heavy machinery. 
She spoke with the Lenn 
brothers, former friends: 
“They are done with this 
whole business. The Lenns 
authorized to take it down. 
They don’t want it to be a 
constant state of contro-
versy.”

The brothers, who do-
nated 85 acres to the county 
in 2006 to create the park, 
previously said the flag par-
cel was always part of the 
country park, as specified 
in the deed of gift agree-
ment.

More comments:  
Mr. Daniel speaks

Culpeper resident Mike 
McClary spoke at Tuesday’s 
hearing in support of fellow 
veteran, Jameson: “I share 
his disgust with the display 
of the Confederate flag at 
Lenn Park.” 

Resident Gary Bynum 
said Confederate battle 
f lags send a message to 
people of color that “they 
are less than.” Where are 
the public memorials to 
Nat Turner or Harriet Tub-
man, he asked, challenging 
continued public display 
supporting “Confederate 
states that sought to break 
away from the Union to 
preserve slavery.” The sym-
bol is hurtful and wrong to 
have in a public place, he 
said.

Ot her resident s sa id 
while they supported a 
discussion about Confed-

erate symbols that they did 
not support destruction 
of private property just 
because one doesn’t agree 
with another’s views. One 
man cautioned against “a 
kneejerk reaction” and sug-
gested creating a local task 
force to study the issue.

Dyanne Holt said she was 
appalled by the evening’s 
comments. She said the is-
sue of Confederate imagery 
should be put on the ballot 
—“Let it come to the people 
of Culpeper County,” she 
said, “and not some peti-
tion where we don’t know 
who they are, where they’re 
from.”

Daniel, president of Jef-
ferson Home Builders, ad-
dressed the board Tuesday, 
saying he was proud of his 
previously stated position 
to remove Confederate 
iconography. He addressed 
his remarks to Stevensburg 
Supervisor Bill Chase, lis-
tening in by teleconference.

Daniel mentioned Chase 
is a Vietnam veteran who 
l ikely “hated to see the 
Vietcong f lag because it 
was carried by the people 
who wanted to kill you … 
the Confederate flag is the 
same to African-Ameri-
cans,” Daniel said, f lown 
by people with prejudice 
against them: “Help me 
move this disgusting sym-
bol from our community 
and make them feel safe 
and loved.”

Pastor Erick Kalenga said 
he spoke w ith a broken 
heart in light struggle and 
division in the community, 
which he said can wear it 
down. He encouraged all in 
attendance to “look within 
our hearts – Black, white, 
Hispanic – what is the right 
thing to do? ” The r ight 
thing to do, Kalenga said, 
is to apologize for keeping 
Confederate symbols: “If 
it’s hurting my brother, it’s 
also hurting me,” he said.

abrophy@starexponent.com

540/ 825-4315

Confederate
From Page A1
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Police reform hot toPic
» The Va. General Assembly starts 
special legislative session Tuesday, A2
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By MEL LEONOR 

Richmond Times-dispATch

Dominion Energ y on 
Monday announced it had 
acquired a solar power 
project in Orange County 
as part of a bid to expand 
its clean energy portfolio.

The 62.5-megawatt so-
lar power faci l it y is ex-
pected to go on l i ne i n 

2022. The purchase is part 
of an agreement with Falls 
Church-based Northrop 
Grumman Corporation, a 
large defense technology 
contractor, which will pur-
chase the facility’s renew-
able energy from the grid 
to power its operations.

Dominion on Monday 
touted the purchase as part 

of its effort to build up its 
solar generating capacity 
to comply with the new law 
out of the General Assem-
bly calling for 100% zero-
carbon electricity by 2045.

“If we can help our cus-
tomers—both large and 
small—add more renew-
ables and provide cleaner 
electricity, that’s a win for 

our customers a nd t he 
com monwea lt h of V i r-
ginia,” said Dominion ex-
ecutive vice president and 
co-chief operating officer 
Robert M. Blue.

The solar facility, previ-
ously owned by Cypress 
Creek Renewables, sits 
on 660 acres along State 
Route 20 in Locust Grove.

FROM WIRE AND STAFF REPORTS

V i rg i n ia Republ ic a n s have 
voted to replace their party chair 
with a former state delegate from 
Prince William County as they try 
to turn around a decade-long los-
ing streak in state elections.

Former Del. Rich Anderson fin-
ished just shy of the 50% threshold 
for victory in the first 
round Saturday, in 
w h ich vot i ng del-
egates el i m i nated 
incumbent Jack Wil-
son, a Chesterf ield 
County lawyer who 
f inished third. An-
derson then received 
62% in the second round, to defeat 
second place f inisher Michael 
Schoelwer, a GOP leader from the 
Northern Neck.

In a video message last week 
to the GOP’s voting delegates, 
Anderson criticized the party’s 
leadership under Wilson, who had 
helmed the state party since Sep-
tember 2018. Anderson decried 
what he called “a dysfunctional 
and defeated state party led by 
timid and tepid leadership that 
has lost its will to fight and win 
again.”

Anderson said he is particularly 
concerned that the party’s fund-
raising, especially over the past 
two years, is “rendering us as non-
competitive with our Democrat 
opponents.”

He said it’s time for “a new shin-
gle out front” at RPV headquarters 
that says “under new manage-
ment.”

Anderson, a Roanoke native, 
spent 30 years in the Air Force 
and retired in 2009, the year he 
was first elected to the House of 
Delegates. He served in the House 
for eight years, losing to Democrat 
Hala Ayala in 2017 and again in 
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Dominion Energy acquires Orange solar project

FiLe / mARK GoRmUs / Richmond Times-dispATch

A portion of Dominion Energy’s Scott Solar facility in Pow-
hatan County, seen in January 2018. 

Va. gOP 
picks new 
state party 
chair

Anderson

see ANDERSON, page A7

ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

cULpepeR sTAR-eXponenT

STEVENSBURG —A grass-
root s  g roup of  Cu lpeper 
Cou nt y resident s v isited 
Lenn Park on a rainy Satur-
day to participate in a simple 
exercise of appreciation to 
the two brothers, now in their 
90s, who made a past dona-
tion of 85 acres to create the 
well-visited and well-outfit-
ted park.

Culpeper native Amy Hunt-
er organized the get-together 
with former Culpeper History 
Museum Director Zann Nel-
son. She had red-white-and-
blue signs fashioned stating, 
“THANK YOU LENN BROTH-
ERS ! FROM A GR ATEFUL 
CULPEPER COMMUNITY.” A 
Good Citizenship Medal was 
also presented.

The Lenns did not attend 
the presentation, and they 

did not respond to a request 
Monday by the Star-Exponent 
for comment. The medal and 
a photo of the group with the 
signs will be sent in the mail, 

the group said Saturday.
Those present Saturday, 

including Joe and Linda Dan-
iel, Howard Lambert, Ed and 
Marilyn Dunphy, Annette 

Hyde and Keith Price, wanted 
the brothers to know they ap-
preciate them for donating 
the land.

Wayne, Edwin and Kaye 
Lenn made the donation of 
their farmland in 2006 to the 
county, which has continued 
to collaborate with the family 
in ensuing years to make the 
park what it is today with its 
many amenities.

According to Kaye Lenn 
in a recent Star-Exponent 
interview, the brothers have 
donated hundreds of thou-
sands of additional dollars to 
develop the park’s ball fields, 
playgrounds and the pavilion 
and bandstand.

The park earned national 
attention in recent weeks for 
the Confederate battle f lag 
that used to fly over it. Hunter 
started a petition for the flag 

‘We are very thankful for 
what they have done’ 

GrouP GlaD to keeP coNfeDerate flaG furleD

phoTos by ALLison bRophy chAmpion / cULpepeR sTAR-eXponenT

Tom Hammill (left) and Charles Jameson with the Sons of American Revolution Culpeper Minutemen Chapter present the Bronze Good 
Citizenship Medal and certificate to the Lenn brothers on Saturday for their past contribution of land to build Lenn Park.

Amy and Dana Hunter came to Lenn Park on Saturday to join with 
others in thanking the Lenn brothers for their donation of park land.

see LENN PARk, page A6

Culpeper Republicans 
assist at convention

By MEL LEONOR 

Richmond Times-dispATch

State Sen. Louise Lu-
c a s,  D -Por t smout h, 
i s  fac i ng t wo felony 
charges over her role 
i n t he toppl i ng of  a 
Confederate statue in 
Por tsmout h in June, 
t he cit y ’s pol ice de-
partment announced 

Monday.
Portsmout h Police 

Chief A ngela Greene 
said the charges are the 
result of a weeks-long 
investigation into the 
June 10 incident, which 
left a local man criti-
cally injured after the 
statue fell on him dur-
ing a protest.

The charges against 

the high-profi le law-
maker come a day be-
fore the start of a special 
session of the General 
Assembly on COVID-19 
a n d  p o l i c e  r e f o r m . 
Democrats hold a 21-
19 edge in the Senate, 
and if Lucas is absent it 
could threaten parts of 
the Democrats’ agenda.

Senate president faces 2 felony 
charges over toppling of statue

bob bRoWn / Richmond Times-dispATch

Sen. Louise Lucas, D-Portsmouth, speaks during a Virginia 
Senate in the state Capitol in Richmond. see LuCAS, page A7
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continued from A1

to be removed, reviving an issue that 
had been the subject of a petition to 
the county in 2015 for the flag to be 
taken down.

Weeks later the flag was stolen and 
the pole broken by an unidentified 
man captured on sheriff’s office 
surveillance video by dark of night. 
The following day different intrud-
ers who refused to give their names 
put up a new Confederate f lag on 
the remaining pole, flying below the 
U.S. flag.

The day after that, both flags were 
removed and the remaining pole as 
well, along with the cement founda-
tions of both poles. The Lenn broth-
ers, who put up the f lag in 2001 as 
part of a historic display at the Civil 
War site, have not put it back up.

For that, some in the community 
are grateful, as was expressed at Sat-
urday’s event. Some in the group 
felt county officials mistreated the 
brothers in how the situation was 
handled, saying documents were 
possibly falsified to make it seem 
like the brothers still owned the par-
cel with the Confederate flag.

Gary Deal, chairman of the Cul-
peper County Board of Supervisors, 
said Monday he thanks the Lenn 
brothers for their decision and is 
“proud the flag is down on my watch 

as chairman of the board. I feel good 
about that.”

“Amy was the one that put a l l 
of this together,” Nelson said, in a 
small ceremony under roof in the 
large park pavilion. “It’s not just 
about taking down the flag, but say-
ing thank you for the park.”

Hunter called it “a duty” to try and 
remove the flag she and many others 
consider a symbol of white oppres-
sion and hate.

“I had to do it,” she said on Sat-
u rday i n t he pav i l ion w it h her 
husband, Dana. “It was needed. I 
wanted to thank the Lenn brothers 
for everything they have done over 
the years. This is a great park for 
families to come and visit regard-
less of their race or background. We 
are very thankful for what they have 

done.”
The Culpeper Minutemen Chap-

ter of the Sons of the American Revo-
lution was on site for their monthly 
meeting. The history group partici-
pated in thanking the Lenns with 
a presentation of the SAR Bronze 
Good Citizenship Award and medal 
given to people making the com-
munity better, said Minutemen Tom 
Hammill. Minutemen President 
Charles Jameson said he hoped to 
thank the Lenns personally for do-
ing more than county officials ever 
did related to the park and the flag 
issue.

“Thank you for making all people 
feel welcome here,” he said.

abrophy@starexponent.com
(540) 825-4315

Lenn Park
From Page A1

phoTos by aLLIsoN bRophy ChaMpIoN / CuLpepeR sTaR-eXpoNeNT

A grassroots group of local residents came together at Lenn Park on a rainy Saturday to recognize the Lenn Brothers of Ste-
vensburg for their past donation of 85 acres of farmland to create the well-enjoyed and visited recreation site off of Route 3. 

Charles Jameson, president of the Culpeper Minutemen SAR, joins with others 
Saturday to show appreciation to the Lenn brothers for their past land donation.

account and not have to 
worry about bankrupting 
the business,” said Bacon, 
35. While large companies 
a re seek i ng cou r t pro-
tection at a record pace, 
countless small business-
es like Yoga Brain aren’t 
included in the official toll.

No Help
Chapter 11 bankruptcy 

gives a business protection 
from its creditors while the 
owners work out a turn-
around plan. For smaller 
companies, though, the 
extra time might not make 
a ny di f ference. “Ba n k-
ruptcy cannot create more 
revenue,” said Robert Ke-
ach, a restructuring part-
ner at New England-based 
Bernstein Shur and former 
president at the American 
Bankruptcy Institute.

Some owners fear bank-
ruptcy could scar their 
credit reports and hurt 
their future chances to 
rebuild. Bankrupt busi-
nesses have a nearly 24 
percentage point higher 
likelihood of being denied 
a loan, according to the 
SBA, and a filing can show 
up on a credit report for 10 
years.

T hat ’s one of Rebec-
c a S ch ner ’s  c onc er n s. 
Things were looking up for 
Schner, 51, and her jewelry 
and fair trade shop New 
Lotus Moon in The Wood-
lands, Texas. She opened 
in 2018 and finally started 
to break even at the start of 
this year.

Then the virus hit. After 
the store closed to walk-
i n customers, she sa id 
sa les d ropped a nd she 
couldn’t cover rent. She 
emptied the shop around 
mid-May, moved her jew-
elry cases into storage, and 
dismissed her part-time 
employee. She’s making 

minimum payments on 
nearly $50,000 in loans.

“What if I want to have 
a mobi le bout ique a nd 
go buy a vehicle for that? 
Would I be able to get a 
loan?” Schner said.

Lost Revenue
To be sure, small busi-

ness attrition is high even 
i n nor ma l t i mes. On ly 
about half of all establish-
ments survive for at least 
f ive years, according to 
the SBA. But the swiftness 
of the pandemic and the 
huge drop in economic 
act iv it y is hitt ing ha rd 
among typically upbeat 
entrepreneurs. About 58 
percent of small business 
owners say they’re wor-
ried about permanently 
closing, according to a July 
U.S. Cha mber of Com-
merce survey.

In a June 2020 NFIB sur-
vey, a net 31 percent of 
ow ners repor ted lower 
sa les i n t he pa st t h ree 
months, while 7 percent 
reported higher sa les a 
year earlier. In the same 
survey, only 13 percent of 
business owners said it 
was a good time to expand, 
a dip from 24 percent a 
year earlier.

Jose Gamiz, 45, and Le-
t icia Ga miz, 52, closed 
their restaurant in Glen-
dale, Ariz. on July 31. The 
bi l ls sta r ted pi l ing up, 
and while thousands in 
government loans helped, 
t hey weren’t ta k i ng i n 
enough cash. They had 
four part-time employees.

It  w a s too much of a 
gamble to keep Mi Vegana 
Madre open, Jose Gamiz 
said. The couple knew the 
dangers of taking risks af-
ter they lost the first house 
they bought during the 
2008 crisis.

“We wanted to take that 
as a lesson,” Jose Gamiz 
said. “Sometimes it’s okay 
to let it go and not expend 
every penny.”
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