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Robbie Limon on the front porch of his Frederick County home.

Robbie Limon is ready to rock ‘n’ roll

“

By ROBYN TAYLOR
The Winchester Star

HAYFIELD — The bad news
started arriving in mid-March,
shortly after Virginia Gov. Ralph
Northam declared a state of
emergency and banned events
with more than 10 people. In
texts and emails one after another, Robbie Limon got the
word that his concer t dates
would be postponed — just for
a month or so until things settled down with the coronavirus
pandemic.
At first, Limon wasn’t concerned. A bit of mandatory relaxation might be just what he
needed. For years he had been
singing classic hits from the ’70s
four or five nights a week almost
every week of the year either
as a solo act or with the Robbie
Limon Band.
But then the postponements
turned into outright cancellations and the month-long vacation became a much-too-long
dry spell. For a musician constantly in demand, the sudden
halt was a blow to his spirit and

I’ve had enough rest. I don’t want to rest anymore.
I want to sing.
Robbie Limon
to his livelihood.
“I’ve had enough rest,” said
Limon, eager to talk after weeks
of downtime. “I don’t want to
rest anymore. I want to sing.”
On a day much too cold
for May, Limon sits in front
of the fireplace in his Frederick County home, a cabin with
a porch perfect for sitting and
strumming guitar on enough
land to raise a couple donkeys.
He’s a youthful 55 years old,
with hair that flops into eyes and
his everyday outfit of jeans and
a black t-shirt brightened with a
bit of silver jewelry.
Name any major event in the
Winchester area and Limon’s
name usually appears on the
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program. The Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival. Gardens
at Night at the Museum of the
Shenandoah Valley. Friday Night
Live in downtown Winchester.
Newtown Heritage Festival in
Stephens City. Belle Grove Wine
Fest. First Night Winchester.
Rockin’ Independence Eve. Between major bookings, he plays
at restaurants and bars and fundraisers for nonprofits or service
organizations. He also offers
two musical biographical shows,
channeling the talents and mannerisms of Buddy Holly in “An
Evening with Buddy Holly” and
Hank Williams Sr. in “Lovesick
Blues: The Life & Music of Hank
Williams Sr.”

Limon won’t give an estimate
on how much money he stands
to miss out on this year.
“I haven’t added it up,” he
said. “And I don’t want to add
it up.”

Limon’s name may be synonymous with the Shenandoah
Valley music scene, but he’s not
a native. He grew up in Prince
George’s County, Maryland, in
a non-musical family, he said.
He and his wife, Maureen,
moved to Middletown in 2001
when they were looking for a
good place to raise their son
Forrest. Just over a year ago,

they left that farmhouse and
moved to the cabin off Northwestern Pike.
He’s been keeping busy by
painting the gates to his property and other home maintenance chores. He also takes
care of the donkeys — Puck
and Autumn — and listens to a
lot of music.
“It’s the first time in my entire life that I haven’t worked,”
said Limon, who still helps run
a jewelr y business with his
brother in Montgomery County,
Maryland. “I’ve always worked
— always.”

It’s not like he hasn’t worked
at all during the pandemic.
He’s done Facebook performances for restaurants that
want to stir up interest for their
to-go menus, the only option until sit-down meals are allowed
again.
“My goal in my job is to bring
them business whether I’m do-
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Blue Plate Books

2257 Valley Ave., Winchester, VA 22601
Open 11 a.m.- 7 p.m. 7 days/week. In-store
shopping limited to 10 people. Book buying
suspended until further notice. Curbside
available: call us to place your order.
(540) 662-6657

Cedar Meadows by Dan Ryan Builders
101 Poppy Dr, White Post, VA 22663
Open daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. We have multiple
sanitizing stations and are limiting the amount of
people in the model home at one time, we are also
opening and closing all doors for our customers.
540-431-2856 The Uniform Store
10 Weems Lane, Winchester, VA 22601
Open for business with abbreviated hours: Monday
& Tuesday: Closed; Wed, Thurs, Fri: 3-6 p.m.; Sat &
Sun: 12-3 p.m. We are offering ordering over the
phone with later pick up or delivery to your car.
With continued health and hygiene precautions, we
are limiting store capacity to 10 patrons at a time.
Please give us a call if you have a special request or
need. 540-678-8711

Unique Creations Studio

12557 Lord Fairfax Hwy., Boyce VA
Featuring over 40 local artists and crafters
from around the Shenandoah Valley. Currently
fulfilling online orders. Check out items for sale on
Facebook (search Unique Creations Studio) and
Instagram (@Uniquecreatiosstudiollc). Message
us online for item availablity. Schedule a curbside
pickup where we minimize interaction and
practice social distancing. Our pickup days are
Thursday and Saturday. Pickups must be made by
appointment for the safety and convenience of our
customers and our community.

The Butcher Station
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Robbie Limon will play in Middletown on Thursday evening. He’ll be in the
back of a truck, performing through the streets of the town.

Limon
From Page B4
ing it live or on Facebook,” he said.
On Friday, he’s hosting a Facebook Live
show for the Bright Box Theater in downtown
Winchester. Limon will sing and introduce
videos performances of some popular Bright
Box acts from 7 to 9 p.m. as a fundraiser for
the music venue, which is also hurting.
But it’s performing live music that’s paid
his bills for the last 20 years, and it’s what he’s
eager to get back to.
His last public appearance was at the Desert Rose Winery in Hume on March 15. He
doesn’t know when his next paid gig will be.
He’s got a few dates lined up, but no one’s
making any promises.
“You get a lot of energy from a live audience. I miss them more than they miss me,”
he said of his fans. “I worry that I feed on that

3107 Valley Ave Suite 106, Winchester
Open Tuesday-Saturday 12 p.m.- 7 p.m.
Offering take out and curbside pick up for daily
menu items as well as grocery items. The daily
availability can be found on our website: www.
thebutcherstation.com 540-662-2433

Invisible Fence of Apple Country

208 Weems Lane, Winchester, Va 22601
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday 9
a.m.- 12 p.m. We are open and doing service
and new Invisible Fence Brand installations.
Safety measures are in place to protect our
customers and staff. Call 540-678-0400, or
email invfence@gmail.com

Hayfield Family Restaurant
too much.”
50 West about 5 miles. 540-877-1004
On Thursday at 6:30 p.m. he’ll once again Rt
Carryout
get to perform live.
Clear Choice Printing, Inc.
With the help of Middletown Mayor 740 N. Loudoun St., Winchester, VA 22601
Charles Harbaugh IV, Limon is going to get (540) 662-8900 FAX: (540) 662-8901 OPEN for
into the back of a flat-bed truck and sing as Copies, Faxes, Orders & Pick-ups. Orders can be
placed on phone, e-mail or in person. Surfaces
he’s being driven around the streets of Mid- disinfected after each customer.
dletown. His audience will be anyone who Wild Birds Unlimited
chooses to come out on their front porch or At Creekside Station 3103 Valley Ave.,
front yard and hear him play. He hopes it’s the Winchester
Open Monday - Saturday, 12 - 5 p.m. Go online
start of many more gigs to come.
for Curbside Pickup or Delivery at www.wbu.
“I’m letting folks know I’m ready to go,” com/winchester Or Call 540-722-9407 for
Curbside Pickup
he said.
Hideaway Cafe
141 S. Loudoun Street, Winchester, VA 22601

Go to www.robbielimon.com to find out more
about Robbie Limon events.

Open for call-ahead, curbside service 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday - Friday. Also offering
curbside beer, wine, coffee, tea, baked goods,
sandwiches, etc. www.HideawayCafeVA.com
540-450-0799

Dermatology Associates LLC
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1514 Amherst St., Winchester, VA 22601, 650
Cedar Creek Grade, Suite 213 Winchester VA
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We are
open andby
adapting
to continue to
support patients! We are using telemedicine to

