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Schools 
announce 
return 
plans for 
2020 - 21

By JeFF Poole
Editor

Little Zion Baptist Church has 
achieved many historic mile-
stones in its rich history. 

Following the Civil War, the 
African-Americans who comprised 
a majority of the nearby white-led 
Zion Baptist Church first started 
meeting in members’ houses in the 
communities of Goffney Town, Little 
Egypt and Little Zion, near where the 
initial sanctuary and current church 
stand. Later, it met under a brush 

arbor (near Shady Grove Baptist 
Church) before it constructed its first 
sanctuary on land donated by its 
second pastor, the Rev. Allen Banks, 
at the acute intersection of Old 
Gordonsville Road, Little Zion Road 
and Mountain Track Road. More than 
130 years later, church members 
made the ceremonial march from the 
old sanctuary to the new, along the 
road named for the community of 
faith, entering the church’s current, 
modern structure a short walk up the 
road on Tomahawk Creek Road.

In recent weeks, the church of ap-

proximately 120 active members re-
ceived notification that its profound 
history will be commemorated with a 
new roadside historical marker. 

“It’s exciting to know the first 
church members created such a 
strong foundation,” the Rev. John 
Reid, a ‘son of the church,’ said. “I 
think they would be excited to know 
the foundation they laid is still vi-
brant and helping people in the com-
munity.” 

In recognition of Juneteenth, Gov. 

By JeFF Poole
Editor

What seemed a rather innocuous 
agenda item sparked an hour-long dis-
cussion filled with innuendo and ac-
cusations at a recent virtual meeting of 
the Gordonsville Town Council.

When the council reached, “con-
sideration of resolution of support for 
park expansion property purchase” 
on the agenda at its June 15 meeting, 

council member Jim Bradley didn’t 
hold back. 

Council member Liz Samra made a 
motion to support a resolution for the 
Piedmont Environmental Council’s 
purchase of a 0.85-acre tract that 
would connect Verling Park and the 
Dix Memorial Pool to the Gordonsville 
Volunteer Fire Company fairgrounds, 
ultimately creating a contiguous in-
town park network of approximately 

10 acres.
The PEC already had helped the 

town secure a privately owned home 
and tract within the Verling Park block 
in 2018 and the next year added a near-
by parcel on Allen Street that had been 
considered for high-density housing 
between the fairgrounds and the pool. 
The subject parcel is at 304 Market 

Marking another milestone
DHR approves Little Zion roadside marker commemorating 150 years

Youngest students 
would meet face-to-face 

with teachers; older 
students would 

continue virtual studies

From stAFF rePorts
 
The Orange County Public Schools 

(OCPS) are slated to reopen on August 
10, but if all goes as currently planned, 
most students will once again log on 
to their computers rather than show-
ing up in person. 

In a blog post on the OCPS web-
site last Wednesday, Orange County 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Cecil 
Snead indicated that students from 
pre-kindergarten through third grade, 
students with disabilities and those 
who are just learning the English lan-
guage will receive in-person instruc-
tion two days a week. The rest of the 
county’s student body will continue 
with distance learning, the massive 
education experiment launched in 
the spring in response to the pan-
demic. 

“It’s important to be reminded that 
this is a ‘reopening’ plan under the 
constraints of social distancing and 
the requirement that students be 
relegated to the same room the en-
tire day,” he noted in the post. “We 
understand and appreciate that as 
the COVID-19 data improves and the 
school year progresses, we will be 
positioned as a school system to in-
troduce more and more face-to-face 

Proposed PEC land gift creates town council conflict
Property would connect Verling Park with GVFC fairgrounds

PhOtO by hiLAry hOLLAdAy

New montpelier Ceo roy young  first pursued a career in architecture and 
design before a second one in the administration of historic house museums.  
He comes to montpelier having previously served as vice president for guest 
experience at George Washington’s mount Vernon.

Asking the big questions

By HilAry HollAdAy
Staff Writer

Roy F. Young II began his new 
position as president and 
CEO of The Montpelier Foun-

dation at James Madison’s Montpe-
lier on April 20, in the middle of the 
pandemic. Orange County’s land-
mark tourist destination was closed 
to the public, but Young’s mind was 
wide open to all the 
possibilities around 
and ahead of him. 

On a warm June 
afternoon at Lewis 
Hall, the admin-
istration building 
on Montpelier’s 
grounds, Young 
spoke with hope 
and enthusiasm 
of the 2,700-acre property he is 
charged with leading during a time 
of unprecedented uncertainty. The 
impact of the public health crisis on 
tourism and the overall economy 
is a paramount concern, but the 
nattily dressed and personable new 
president appears undaunted. 

New CEO Young 
shares his vision for 

James Madison’s 
Montpelier

> Montpelier 
will begin 

offering 
indoor house 
tours during 
select hours 

July 3-5.
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PhOtO by JEff POOLE

little Zion Baptist Church in orange cel-
ebrates its 150th anniversary this year. 
A new roadside marker dedication and 
a sesquicentennial banquet are among 
the church’s planned celebratory events.
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Marketing the Blue Ridge and Beyond!

Your Place. Our Purpose.
105 E. Main St
Orange, VA
540.672.7373

P.O. Box 556
Madison, VA

540.948.6655

Charlottesville | Amherst | Culpeper | Orange | Madison

MADISON COUNTY
• Adorable 3BR/2BA Home in Town!
• Full Bsmnt, Wood Floors, Central Heat/Air
• Great Rental Investment or Full-Time Home

VAMA108390 $199,000
Carl Broyles 540-948-3838

Info@BroylesRealEstate.com

ORANGE COUNTY
• Owners built this charming home in 2005
• Huge Mst. Suite; 5 BR & 3 BA & half bath
• 5.8 ac. of country living; High Speed Internet!

VAOR135726 $399,000
Missy Garrison 540-661-2353

missygarrisonvarealtor@gmail.com

LOUISA COUNTY
• Within walking distance to Lake Louisa
• Lg. front deck; sunroom; detached 2-car garage
• Home features 3BR/2BA on almost an acre!

VALA120112 $160,000
Pat Crabtree 434-989-3999
patcrabtree3@gmail.com

ORANGE RD., MADISON
• Nice 1.74 acre building lot
• Lot is rolling and wooded
• Owner financing available for qualified buyer

VAMA107940 $30,000
Pat Crabtree 434-989-3999
patcrabtree3@gmail.com

ORANGE COUNTY
• Immaculate and upgrades galore!
• 4-car garage; Mountain views!
• Easy commute to Charlottesville!

VAOR100011 $479,000
Missy Garrison 540-661-2353

missygarrisonvarealtor@gmail.com

LAKE ANNA
• Waterfront Property!
• Private Wooded 1 Acre Lot
• Daniels Point on Lake Anna

1000242140 $84,900
Missy Garrison 540-661-2353

missygarrisonvarealtor@gmail.com

THE WATERS AT LAKE ANNA
• Wooded 1.07 acre lot w/water access!
• Enjoy the many amenities!
• Clubhouse, pool, tennis courts, boat slip & more!

VALA117554 $24,500
Missy Garrison 540-661-2353

missygarrisonvarealtor@gmail.com

ORANGE COUNTY
• Spacious 3BR/2BA home on 4 Private Acres
• Open floor plan; Large covered porch
• Attached garage w/office & a detached garage

VAOR136780 $359,900
Karen Morris (540) 717-2478
karenmorris1028@gmail.com

ORANGE
• Over 21 Acres in Town!
• Remolded Craftsman Home
• 3 Bedrooms; 2 Full & 1 Half Bath

VAOR136746 $489,000
Missy Garrison 540-661-2353

missygarrisonvarealtor@gmail.com

ORANGE
• 13.8 Acres w/ mountain & pastoral views
• This parcel is open & gently rolling
• 3 Bedroom conventional drain field

VAOR036138 $200,000
Karen Morris (540) 717-2478
karenmorris1028@gmail.com

PRIVATE 7.8 ACRE PARCEL
• 12 Lot Development-No HOA
• 2.5 miles from Town of Madison
• Farm view from rear building site

VAMA107960 $109,000
Patti Lillard 540-718-3300

www.MadisonVaRealEstate.com

GREENE COUNTY
• Charming Farm Home w/detached Guest Suite
• 170+ acres, Established Farm Land
• Captivating Mountain and Pasture Views

VAGR102962 $1,500,000
Bud Kreh 540-829-3144

budkreh@realtor.com

4 BEDROOM ON 3 ACRES!
• 1st Floor Master & Laundry
• Bonus Room & Office Space
• Newer Roof & Bedroom Floors

VAMA108382 $334,000
Patti Lillard 540-718-3300

www.MadisonVaRealEstate.com

CULPEPER COUNTY
• 3.77 Ac. Wooded Lot Close to Rt. 29 & Rt. 3
• 3 BR Perc Approved
• No HOA; Alternative Septic System

CU10344440 $41,000
Carla Knight 540-229-3576

Carla.knight@montaguemiller.com

HANCOCK FARMS
• 5-6 acre building lots in Greene County
• Upscale peaceful community, wooded, & private
• Serene commons area with a pond

577290 $185,000
Robert Nigmond 540-406-0106

robertnigmond@aol.com

CULPEPER COUNTY
• Nice Wooded 10.46 Acre Lot
• Building Site Approved
• Conveniently located to Rt. 29; Easy Commute!

VACU140376 $102,500
Carla Knight 540-229-3576

Carla.knight@montaguemiller.com

MADISON COUNTY
• Spectacular Mtn views from this 32 Ac. farm
• 3BR/2BA Custom Craftsman w/2,400+Fin.Sq.Ft.
• Detached Garage w/Full Apartment Above

VAMA108046 $889,000
Carl Broyles 540-948-3838

Info@BroylesRealEstate.com

OFFICE SUITE FOR RENT
• 2 Rooms & Over 400 Sq. Ft.! 2nd Floor
• Electric/heat & ac/water & sewer included
• Cleaning of the commons area included

$400.00 per month
Call Staci Fox- 540-718-1799 or
Call Carla Knight- 540-229-3576

A RARE FIND IN MADISON
• 63 Acre Property; 4 BR/3BA
• 1880’s Beautifully Renovated Home
• Streams, Pond, and Pastures

VAMA108020 $675,000
Patti Lillard - 540-718-3300

www.MadisonVaRealEstate.com

HORSE FARM
• 3500+/- Fin.Sq.Ft. beautiful timber framed home
• Private setting on 42+ Acres; Mountain views!
• 5-Stall barn; tack room w/heat & AC, & more!

VAMA108190 $825,000
Bud Kreh 540-829-3144

budkreh@realtor.com

UNPARALLELED VIEWS!

NEW LISTING UNDER CONTRACTUNDER CONTRACT

FOR RENT

Young, 58, said he envisions 
Montpelier not just as a historic 
site “but as a place of conversa-
tion” where artists, scholars, 
students and the general public 
can discuss and respond to cru-
cial, contemporary issues. 

During a tumultuous season 
when “Black Lives Matter” is 
the rallying cry heard around 
the world and politics has be-
come uncommonly ugly and 
divisive, Young sees Montpelier 
as an incubator of ideas and 
artistic expression relevant to 
the nation’s roiling present and 
the dream of its future, not just 
its endlessly complicated past.  

“What’s pretty clear to all 
of us is that we need to use 
Montpelier as an organization 
to access a better understand-
ing of the Constitution and the 
questions that contemporary 
society poses to that. And so 
what we’re going to embark on 
is a 10-year plan to rebrand the 
Center for the Constitution into 
a platform—both here, on site, 
and virtually—to crack open an 
important contemporary ques-
tion about the Constitution 
each year,” he said.

Young stressed that this 
new initiative will be the 
basis for much of his fund-
raising work—which in his 
first months on the job has 
taken the form of Zoom meet-
ings rather than cross-country 
flights to visit prospective do-
nors. 

Rather than fret over the 
unusual circumstances, he has 
rolled with the changes. He 
said he has enjoyed hunker-
ing down at Bassett House, the 
president’s home at Montpelier. 
It’s all part of his lifelong im-
mersion in history. 

From massachusetts to Virginia
One of four children, Young 

was born in Athol, Mass., and 
grew up in Hingham, Mass. His 
mother is a retired nurse and 
his father was vice president of 
a security company. 

As a child, curious about 
everything, Young de-
lighted in traveling around 
Massachusetts as his father 
researched family genealogy 
dating back to the nation’s early 
years. His personalized study 
of Massachusetts’ founding era 
history stoked his later inter-
est in what was happening in 
Virginia during the same time 
period.

He took his first drafting 
course in seventh grade and 
quickly developed a love of 
sketching and painting, which 
he continues to this day. When 
he was 22, he bought and re-
stored a 17th-century house 
on the South Shore of Boston 
and lived there for six or seven 
years. His entwined interests 
pointed him toward a first ca-
reer in architecture and design 
and a second one in the ad-
ministration of historic house 
museums.  

In the years before he earned 
a B.S. in environmental de-
sign from the University of 
Massachusetts in Amherst in 
1996, Young raised a family 
and got his start in the design 
business. He rose to managing 
partner and owner of an inter-
national design and building 
firm with offices in Boston and 
Phoenix. Seeking a change in 
careers, he went back to school 
and earned an M.A. in art and 
visual culture education in 2011 
from the University of Arizona. 
Later, he earned an M.A. in ar-
chitecture from the University 
of Missouri. More recently, he 
completed coursework for a 
doctoral degree, also at the 
University of Missouri, focus-

ing on environment and visitor 
experience at historic house 
museums.

“the power of place”
Before coming to Montpelier, 

Young was vice president for 
guest experience at George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon. It 
was a big job that reawakened 
Young’s interest in found-
ing era history. Watching 
throngs of visitors show up 
at the Alexandria property 
every day, he recognized “the 
power of place” and set about 
making George and Martha 
Washington’s home a site for 
contemplative learning, not 
just a quick stop on a tourist’s 
to-do list. 

At Montpelier, Young follows 
in the footsteps of Kat Imhoff, 
who served as president and 
CEO for seven years. Imhoff 
helped raise more than $60 mil-
lion for Montpelier’s operation 
and endowment, opened the 
grounds to the public free of 
charge, oversaw the installation 
of the award-winning exhibit 
called “The Mere Distinction of 
Colour” and put nearly 2,000 
acres under conservation ease-
ment. In an interview with 
the Review shortly before she 
stepped down, Imhoff spoke 
happily of the progress made 
on her watch while acknowl-
edging that raising funds for 
Montpelier was a constant 
challenge, especially as house 
museums across the country 
have seen a decline in atten-
dance. 

Money remains a pressing 
issue. Young said there were 
layoffs at Montpelier before his 
arrival. He is clearly aware that 
raising funds will be a chal-
lenge during the pandemic. 
But he is quick to credit his 
staff and board for their role 

in helping him develop ambi-
tious plans, notably the 10-year 
rebranding of the Center for the 
Constitution. 

Young said he will seek fund-
ing for this major initiative, 
which will sponsor formal pro-
grams for teachers and other 
professionals and host scholars 
and artists in residence. It will 
all be in the service of address-
ing a significant question that 
will involve an understanding 
of the Constitution. As Young 
sees it, the endeavor also will 
provide a forum for schoolchil-
dren, interns and pretty much 
anyone interested in thinking 
through the topic under discus-
sion “in a safe place, in a safe 
format.”

Young said he and his staff 
and board will involve multiple 
stakeholders in the selection 
of the big question to be ad-
dressed each year. Among 
those he plans to approach are 
the descendant community 
of Montpelier and residents 
of Orange County. Through 
Montpelier’s website, he said 
“the national community” 
also will have the opportunity 
to weigh in on the big ques-
tions Montpelier could and 
should be asking about the 
Constitution and the endless 
debates surrounding its mean-
ing. 

“The benefit of being a 
cultural institution,” Young 
continued, “is that we’re not 
tied by many of the certifica-
tions or requirements of other 
learning institutions. As a 
museum, as a site where the 
Constitution was created and 
as a site that was home to 300 
Black enslaved people, we 
have the unique ability and 
the unique power of place to 
ask some of these questions 
and allow this conversation 

to happen in an uncensored 
manner.” 

In the meantime, Gov. Ralph 
Northam’s phased reopen-
ing of the state has allowed 
Montpelier to begin welcoming 
the public back to the property. 
On May 15, Montpelier opened 
its grounds Thursday through 
Monday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The grounds are open free of 
charge to Orange County resi-
dents and Montpelier mem-
bers. Those who live outside 
the county or are not members 
may purchase day passes, an-
nual passes or annual member-
ships. 

And more good news came 
this week. Montpelier is once 
again offering house tours. A 
limited slate of tours will begin 
this weekend and coincide with 
the Fourth of July. Visitors are 
encouraged to book tours on 
the Montpelier website and pay 
in advance, as a means of pre-
serving social distancing and 
preventing the spread of the 
new coronavirus. 

How does Young feel about 
getting the house tours up and 
running again?

“I would say that we’re 
thrilled,” he said by phone on 
Tuesday morning. “The foun-
dation has been looking for-
ward to continuing the reopen-
ing plan.” 

His voice filled with delight, 
he said almost half of this week-
end’s tours already were sold. 
The tours are meeting what he 
sees as “a real demand, a real 
need,” among families eager to 
contemplate the natural beauty 
and the vast, complex legacy 
that makes Montpelier both a 
national treasure and a place 
where questions of historical 
and topical import grow as high 
as the trees in the old-growth 
forest. 

> montpelier continued from page A1


