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In an approximate eight-
minute video posted last 
weekend on Facebook, 
Culpeper Count y Scott 
Jen k i ns doubled dow n 
on previous online state-
ments t hat Black Lives 
Matter is a violent orga-
nization attacking towns 
and cities everywhere.

A nd t he count y’s top 

elected Republican law-
man warned that while 
C u l p e p e r  h a s  s t a y e d 
peaceful in these unprec-
edented times that things 
were going to get a whole 
lot worse as November ap-
proaches.

Jenkins stands by 
debunked article

Jenkins’ v ideo was in 
direct response to a series 
of posts he put up last week 
on the off icial agency’s 
social media page about 
Black Lives Matter, includ-

ing reposting an appar-
ent ly fabricated report 
of violence by protesters 
in Roanoke. He took re-
sponsibility for the posts 
and said BLM could bring 
its “violence to any com-
munity at any time and 
especially where they see 
weakness in local govern-
ment officials.”

The post with the article 
of purported BLM violence 
in Roanoke remained on 
the CCSO page as of Tues-
day with the sheriff stand-
ing by its author, a Geor-

gia-based freelancer. The 
Roa noke Times, which 
has repeatedly debunked 
the story, wrote a scathing 
editorial Monday aimed at 
Jenkins, “Has the sheriff 
of Culpeper County just 
given criminals an ‘out’?”

Jenkins started his re-
cent video with more di-
rect comments about “the 
violent actions of Antifa 
and Black Lives Matter 
across the nation.” The 
sheriff made first mention 
of the groups’ purported 
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CULPEPER BLM LEADERS 
SAY POSTS WERE  
IGNORANT, TONE DEAF

Sheriff’s video addresses controversial BLM posts
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Participants in a June Black Lives Matter rally display mes-
sages on signs in Culpeper’s Yowell Meadow Park.
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The U.S. death toll from the 
coronav irus topped 200,000 
Tuesday, by far the highest in 
the world, hitting the once-un-
imaginable threshold six weeks 
before an election that is certain 
to be a referendum in part on 
President Donald Trump’s han-
dling of the crisis.

“It is completely unfathom-
able that we’ve reached this 
point,” said Jennifer Nuzzo, a 
Johns Hopkins University public 
health researcher, eight months 
after the scourge first reached 
the world’s richest nation, with 
its state-of-the-art laboratories, 
top-flight scientists and stock-
piles of medical supplies.

The number of dead is equiva-
lent to a 9/11 attack every day for 
67 days. It is roughly equal to the 
population of Salt Lake City or 
Huntsville, Ala.

And it is still climbing. Deaths 
are running at close to 770 a day 
on average, and a widely cited 
model from the University of 
Washington predicts the U.S. 
toll will double to 400,000 by the 
end of the year as schools and 
colleges reopen and cold weath-
er sets in. A vaccine is unlikely to 
become widely available until 
2021.

“The idea of 200,000 deaths 
is really very sobering, in some 
respects stunning,” Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, the government’s top 
infectious-disease expert, said 
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Culpeper students who 
would like to pursue a ca-
reer in education recently 
got a big assist from Career 
Partners, Inc., the local 
non-profit that serves as a 
bridge from school to the 
working world.

Earlier this month the 
C a r e e r  P a r t n e r s ,  I n c . 
Board of Directors voted 
unanimously to sponsor 
dual enrollment tuition for 
Culpeper County Public 
School students who en-

roll in Virginia Teachers 
for Tomorrow, the non-
prof it  a n nou nc ed la st 
week.

Virginia Teachers for 
Tomorrow is a program 
desig ned to encourage 
students to pursue careers 
in educat ion, a nd help 
with the teacher shortage 
in the commonwealth and 
across the nation.

Up to 900 K-12 teaching 
positions went unfilled in 
Virginia schools last year, 
according to a Dec., 2019 

report from the Virginia 
Depa r t ment of Educa-
tion, CPI said in their an-
nouncement.

T he dua l en rol l ment 
tuition will be paid by CPI 
for up to 50 students who 
enrol l in bot h Virg inia 
Teachers for Tomorrow I 
and II classes during the 
2020-21 school year.

“We’re excited to remove 
the financial barrier for 
st udents ex plor ing ca-
reers in educat ion a nd 

Future teachers get boost from Culpeper’s Career Partners
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The E-Squared competition 2017 winning team from 
EVHS—Aaron Henson (left), Mikayla Jenkins (center) 
and Judith Alvares—accepts their award.
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Spend two minutes aloft in 
a T-6 “Texan,” and you’ll un-
derstand why pilots fall in love 
with flight.

The experience is thrilling 
and heavenly, as close to flying 
like a bird as a skilled pilot’s 
lucky passenger can imagine.

A nd i f t his World Wa r II 
aircraft is bobbing, weaving 
and turning in close formation 
with four others, as Texans 
were Tuesday morning near 
Culpeper Regional Airport, all 
the more delight. The effect is 
like an aerial ballet, with sights 
and sounds about as far from 
passenger travel aboard a jet-
liner as one can get.

“That was the coolest thing 

I’ve ever done,” said one happy 
back-seater Tuesday a f ter 
returning to the airfield after 
a 10 a.m. flight over the town 
of Culpeper, Mount Pony and 
Culpeper County’s Brandy 
Station battlefield.

That was Jon Clark, an air 
traffic controller at Potomac 
TRACON, the FAA air traffic 
control facility near Warren-
ton that’s in charge of the 
Washington area’s airspace. 
His enthusiasm was evident, 
even if the workaday Clark is 
normally more button-down 
than that, as he guides pilots 
around a busy and very sensi-
tive region via the blips on his 
radar.

On Thursday and Friday, 
such aerial maneuvers will 

grow massive as dozens of 
World War II-era aircraft as-
semble in the air for Friday’s 
Arsenal of Democracy Flyover, 
commemorating the 75th an-
niversary of the war’s end.

Thursday morning’s f light 
will be a dress rehearsal for 
the complex choreography 
required to usher 60-plus mili-
tary aircraft over the nation’s 
capital to honor the millions 
of Americans, civilians and 
soldiers, who joined together 
to bring World War II to a close.

On Friday, 24 historically 
sequenced formations of 61 
warbirds—bombers, fighters 
and transport and support air-
craft—will join in the arsenal’s 
long-planned aerial tribute 
over the Potomac River, Wash-

ington’s National Mall and 
past the U.S. Capitol.

On Tuesday, business was 
picking up at the Culpeper 
airf ield as more pilots and 
planes—including some rari-
ties—arrived to participate in 
the flyover.

But organizers and Airport 
Manager Tanya Woodward 
asked the public to stay away 
from the airport while this 
week’s flyover and its practice 
flights are underway.

There is no public access to 
the airport, for both security 
and public health reasons. Of-
ficials are observing COVID-19 
masking and distancing rules 
on its fenced grounds. There 
is no public parking along the 

See PARTNERS, Page A6

See SHERIFF, Page A4
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Pilots prep for Friday’s 
Arsenal of Democracy

PETER CIHELKA/THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Pilots with the Arsenal of Democracy Flyover maneuver Tuesday morning over Culpeper County in World War II training aircraft.

See PILOTS, Page A7
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If you notice unusual aircraft 
in the skies over Culpeper or 
Manassas each day this week, 
f ret not. Histor y buf fs f rom 
across the country are warming 
up for Friday’s big event: the fly-
over by 60-plus military aircraft 
of the U.S. capital to honor those 
who brought World War II to a 
close.

Orga ni zed by t he A rsena l 
of  Democ r ac y F l yover,  t he 
aerial tribute will take place over 
Washington’s National Mall and 
the Potomac River, commemo-
rating the 75th anniversary of 
the global war’s end.

Wave after wave of WWII-era 
a irplanes w i l l pass over t he 
Distr ict of Columbia in his-
torically sequenced formations 
representing the war’s signifi-
cant battles, and close with the 
“missing man” formation. More 
than 20 kinds of planes—bomb-
ers, fighters and transport and 
support aircraft—will take part.

Arsenal of Democracy aircraft 
will originate from Culpeper 
Regional Airport and Manassas 
Regional Airport before the fly-
over begins late Friday morning.

The pla ne’s stag ing at t he 
Culpeper airport is not a public 
event, and authorities discour-
age people from coming to the 
airport to watch them. Security 
and public-health precautions 
are the primary concerns.

The flyover encourages peo-
ple to enjoy the tribute along the 
flight path, from the American 
Legion Memorial Bridge, south-
east down the Potomac River, 
a long the National Mall and 
south toward Alexandria. Or-
ganizers also urged spectators 
to heed local guidance about 
social gatherings and physical 
distancing.

Given the rarity of some of the 
vintage aircraft and how much 
effort and expense it requires 
to keep them aloft, people will 

likely never again have a chance 
to see them flying together.

“We can’t drive tanks down 
Constitution Avenue nor place 
ships in the Tidal Basin, but 
... we can f ly warbird aircraft 
through the heart of our nation’s 
Capital to honor the sacrifices of 
those who came together three 
quarters of a century ago as one, 
to defeat fascism and preserve 
our freedoms,” said Pete Bunce, 
president and CEO of the Gen-
eral Aviation Manufacturers 
Association, and a Arsenal of 
Democracy Executive Commit-
tee member.

Congress passed legislation, 

which was signed into law in 
Januar y 2019, that called for 
the official commemoration of 
the 75th anniversary of the Al-
lied victory, Bunce noted. The 
bill encouraged commemora-
tive programs to honor World 
War II veterans, highlight the 
service of those who served on 
the home front during the war, 
recognize U.S. allies’ contribu-
tions, remember the Holocaust’s 
horrors, and educate the public 
about those events’ history.

“Our country owes a debt of 
gratitude to the men and women 
who made incredible sacrifices 
to defend our country,” said John 

Cudahy, president and CEO of 
the International Council of Air 
Shows, and an AOD Executive 
Committee member. “For all of 
those involved in this event, it 
has been a genuine honor to help 
recognize our Greatest Genera-
tion on this 75th anniversary.”

Organizers are coordinating 
the event closely with multiple 
federal agencies, and taking into 
account COVID-19 protocols to 
carry it out, they said in a state-
ment Monday.

Once at a holding point about 
10 m i le s we st  of  L e e sbu r g , 
the aircraft will begin f lying 
dow n the Potomac River to-
w a rd Wa s h i ng ton .  A s  t he y 
approach the Lincoln Memo-
rial at about 11:30 a.m., they will 
turn east and proceed down 
Independence Avenue. After 
reaching the mall’s World War 
II Memorial, the aircraft will 
turn south, continue down the 
Potomac River and return to 
their airports, InsideNova.com 
reported. With about 90 seconds 
between formations, the flyover 
will conclude by 1 p.m.

For a schedule and a map of 
the D.C. route, click here.

Event pla n ner s have col-
laborated with federal and local 
government officials, aircraft 
operators and volunteers on 
t he sa fest ways to ma ke t he 
tribute. Officials will closely 
screen, monitor and limit air 

and ground crews’ gatherings 
at the staging bases. Participat-
ing aircraft are not available for 
public tours.

The Arsenal of Democracy 
Flyover also organized 2015’s 
aerial tribute recognizing the 
70th anniversary of Victory in 
Europe Day, the Allie’s formal 
acceptance of Germany’s un-
condit iona l surrender of its 
armed forces on Tuesday, 8 May 
1945.

2020’s flyover this spring, for 
the 75th anniversary, had to be 
postponed until now because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

T he aer ia l t r ibute w i l l  be 
livestreamed on the Arsenal of 
Democracy Flyover website, 
ww2flyover.org, and Facebook 
page, facebook.com/w w2f ly-
over. The livestream will include 
special programming, includ-
ing interviews with W WII he-
roes, starting at 10 a.m ET. Live 
coverage of the first formation 
approaching the National Mall 
will start at 11:30 a.m. ET. Orga-
nizers estimate the flights over 
the mall will last about one hour.

To complement the tribute, 
the Smithsonian Institution’s 
Air & Space Magazine created 
a web page, airspacemag.com/
f lyover, dedicated to the 75th 
anniversary of the war’s end. It 
includes the history and stories 
of WWII aircraft, many of which 
are taking part in the flyever.

“We are proud and humbled 
by the large number of pilots and 
aircraft owners who have dedi-
cated their time and aircraft to 
pay homage to our World War 
II veterans,” said Mike Ginter, 
airboss of the f lyover and an 
Executive Committee member. 
“It truly is fulfilling to see the 
reactions and emotions that 
overcome our nations’ heroes 
when they see the aircraft they 
flew or worked on over 75 years 
ago fly overhead.”

cschemmer@starexponent.com
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Aerial tribute to WWII heroes to buzz D.C.’s National Mall

Courtesy arsenal oF demoCraCy FlyoVer

The flyover encourages people to enjoy the tribute along the flight path, 
from Memorial Bridge, along the National Mall and over Alexandria.
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World War II aircraft wait at Culpeper Regional Airport for 2015’s flyover of the nation’s capital.

airport access road from 
U.S. 29, to keep it open 
for emergency vehicles, 
Woodward said. Anyone 
who parks on the road’s 
shoulder risks getting a 
ticket.

The f lyover’s organiz-
ers ask area residents to 
watch the event from along 
the aircrafts’ route, closer 
to Washington, or via the 
live-streamed video on the 
arsenal’s website, ww2fly-
over.org, and Facebook 
page, facebook.com/ww-
2f lyover. The livestream 
will include special pro-
gramming, including in-
terviews with W WII he-
roes, starting at 10 a.m ET. 
Live coverage of the first 
formation approaching the 
National Mall will start at 
11:30 a.m. ET. Organizers 
estimate the f lights over 
the mall will last about an 
hour.

In the workhorse
But back to that forma-

tion of Texans, and Tuesday 
morning’s flight over Cul-
peper.

It was a dream, a delight, 
even for an older guy who 
has ridden in many kinds 
of aircraft since he was a 
kid. The pilots were ex-
pert and good-humored. 
The skies were calm and 
robin’s-egg blue. And the 
Nor t h A mer ica n AT-6s 
were fast and nimble, their 
wingtips kept apart by the 
sharp eyes, fast ref lexes 
and steady practice of their 
pilots.

A two-seater with a glass 
c a nopy,  t he adv a nc ed 
t ra i ner w a s a m i l it a r y 
workhorse that helped pi-
lots in many nations mas-
ter critical skills from World 
War II through the Korean 
War and into the Vietnam 
War. America built 17,000 
of the advanced trainers 

for 17 A l l ied countries, 
and it became the primary 
educator for World War II 
pilots.

The Texan f lown Tues-
day by pilot David Kahley 
of Greensburg, Pa., entered 
service with the Army Air 
Corps on Dec. 7, 1942, the 
f irst anniversar y of the 
Japanese surprise attack 
on Pearl Harbor. It was 
one of the U.S. Air Force’s 
first trainers, kept f lying 
through the Korean War, 
a nd has been rebu i lt a 
couple of times.

After the f ive-aircraft 
for mat ion ret u r ned to 
earth after a 27-minute 
r u n, f l ig ht leader Wa lt 
Fricke —who f lew a T-6 
with Grumpy of the Seven 
Dwarves as its nose-art 
character—debriefed the 
pilots and passengers.

Pilots declared the flight 
“fun,” “outstanding,” and 
“great flight, great lead.”

“I had alarm bells going 
off the entire time I was in 
there, being an air traffic 
controller,” the FAA’s Jon 
Clark joked. “(Normally), 
all you guys are little dots 
on the screen.”

“ I  t h o u g h t  i t  w e n t 
smooth,” one pilot said in 
a gentle Southern drawl. 
“I think we’ve all f lown 
enough to know what hap-
pens. We just did it, and 
we knew what to do, so it 
worked out fine.”

What it’s about
Mike Ginter, the arse-

nal’s airboss, f lew Mon-
day in the first flight for a 
major sponsor that AOD 
hosted. “I helped most of 
these guys learn how to fly 
formations, so they let me 
jump in once in a while,” he 
said, taking a few minutes 
between Tuesday’s prac-
tice flights to chat.

Ginter, who retired as a 
Navy carrier pilot after 27 
years, said warbird pilots 
occupy a “strong and deep” 
niche in aviation. They’re 
motivated to try and com-

municate what World War 
II meant to younger gener-
ations that have heard of it 
from school classes or tele-
vision, but may not appre-
ciate how all-consuming 
the conflict was, he said.

“ We’r e  g oi n g  t o  t e l l 
t he stor y of World Wa r 
II through the lens of 24 
formations, 66 airplanes, 
going down the National 
Mall,” Ginter said.

“... We’re going to help 
America remember what 
incredible sacrifices hap-
pened during World War 
II, whether it was on the 
homefront or overseas,” 
Ginter said. “The whole 
country mobilized. Wom-
en went to the factories to 
pound rivets into airplanes 
and tanks and trucks while 
the men went off to war. 
And Rosie the Riveters be-
came a thing.”

“We’re doing it to help 
America remember how 
much the Allied victory 
over the A x is powers ... 
paved the way for the world 
we have today. German 
was a mortal enemy; Ja-
pan was a mortal enemy. 
Now, those are two giant 
economies w ith boom-
ing countries, living their 
ow n dest inies because 
we paved the way so they 
could choose them. Ger-
many’s is probably the big-
gest economy in Europe.

“If the Arsenal of Democ-
racy is viewed by people on 
Friday or they hear about 
it afterward, I hope they 
ref lect on how their life 
has been enabled by what 
happened in World War II, 
because it was a tectonic 
shift in the world,” Ginter 
concluded. “Freedom won, 
democracy won, tyranny 
lost, fascism lost and 75 
years later, here we are. 
That river keeps flowing.

“Point is, World War II 
was a pretty big event. And 
we’re going to honor that.”
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Pilots
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