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Oaklee Grace Gentry is a very happy 
14-month-old girl whose parents woke 
up on the morning of Dec. 28 to find her 
unresponsive and with a severely swollen 
left eye. She was lethargic and had gotten 
sick during the night. Knowing something 
was seriously wrong, Oaklee’s mom called 
the hospital and she was soon airlifted by 
Pegasus to UVA hospital where within an 
hour, a tumor was found covering a sig-
nificant portion of her brain.

“My sister actually rode in Pegasus 
with Oaklee,” said Ashley Lawson, 
Oaklee’s aunt. “She told the pilot, ‘I don’t 
care who you have to lie to but I’m getting 

in this helicopter. I’m not leaving her.’ So 
she rode to the hospital in the helicopter. 
When we got there I would say it was 
probably within an hour they had found 
a mass on Oaklee’s brain and they said it 
was a quarter the size of her brain.”

The pressure on little Oaklee’s brain 
was dangerously close to rupturing her 
swollen eye, and she was rushed into the 
operating room within an hour of arrival. 
Five intense hours later, the doctors pro-
claimed they had been able to remove 
95% of the tumor, relieving the pressure 
and draining the fluid buildup around 
the brain. The surgery had most definitely 
saved Oaklee’s life, but her journey would 
not end there.

Katie and Jordan Gentry, Oaklee’s par-

ents, had fought for their baby from day 
one when, unable to become pregnant 
naturally, they turned to in vitro fertiliza-
tion (IVF) treatments to conceive and 
were blessed with twins. Sixteen weeks 
into the pregnancy, they found out they 
had lost Oaklee’s twin sister, and Oaklee 
was born premature, weighing just over 
3 pounds. But the couple never gave up 
and after three weeks in the neonatal 
intensive care unit (NICU), they brought 
home their happy, healthy baby girl. They 
never imagined the fight they would go 
through just one short year later. To com-
plicate the emotional toll they are going 
through, Jordan’s mother, a well-known 
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#OAKLEESTRONG
Local 14-month-old faces cancer battle with Greene army at her back
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Katie, Jordan and Oaklee smile during a day trip 
up Flat Top mountain Jan. 13.

local hairdresser, passed 
away from brain cancer 
just a few years ago.

“To get to where we are 
now is just overwhelming,” 
Lawson said. “I have told 
everybody that I have to 
believe God is not going to 
take her from us because 
of everything that we have 
already been through to 
get her.”

Dr. Hasan Syed, co-
founder of the Global 
Brainsurgery Initiative, 
which aims to improve 
training for neurosur-
geons around the world, 
performed the life-saving 
surgery on Oaklee last 
month. Although the 
remaining 5% of the tumor 
was deemed too danger-
ous to remove at the time, 
the doctors were hope-
ful that further treatment 
could resolve the issue 
once Oaklee had recovered 
from the initial surgery.

Within a day, a friend 
of a friend was design-
ing sticker decals read-
ing “OakleeStrong,” 
which would be sold 
at Smalltown Vinyls & 
Customs in Madison. All 
proceeds go directly to the 
family to help offset the 
mounting medical costs.

“It’s such a blessing 
to live in a community 
who can pull together to 
help others in need,” said 
Elizabeth Howey, who, 
together with her husband 
Josh, owns the store that is 
selling the decals. Shipping 
for free or meeting locally 
in Greene throughout the 
month of January, the 
decals can also be found 
on Etsy.

An MRI on Dec. 30 
showed that Oaklee’s inci-
sion was healing well. 
The doctors were able to 
remove the drainage tube 
and she got a few stitches 
before being moved out 
of the ICU into a regular 
pediatric unit.

On Thursday, Jan. 2, she 
was released from UVA to 
recover at home with her 
family. By this time, fam-
ily and friends from all 
over the state had heard 
the news and were step-
ping up to show their 
support in every way pos-
sible; the parents received 
donations of snacks and 
personal items to sustain 
them during their stay in 
the hospital, and countless 
friends and family mem-
bers stopped by to keep 
them company, pray with 
them or visit during wak-
ing hours.

By the time Oaklee was 
sleeping in her own bed 
again, Sugar on Top Cakes 
& Sweets in Madison was 
selling “OakleeStrong” 
cookies (with proceeds 
donated to the family) and 
had set up a donation jar 
in their shop. The shop’s 
owner, Brittany, is a friend 
of Oaklee’s aunt and said 
that “it’s crazy how small 
the world can be some-
times and how we are con-
nected to people.”

County Line 
Country Mercantile in 
Barboursville began sell-
ing the “OakleeStrong” 
decals and stickers on Jan. 
2 for $5, with proceeds 
going to the family.

On Jan. 7, Katie and 
Jordan received the 
pathology results from the 
tumor. Oaklee has stage 
three brain cancer and will 
need to undergo chemo-

therapy. The treatments 
will take Oaklee and her 
parents somewhere other 
than UVA, as the aggres-
sive treatment regimen 
and medicines needed 
are best treated at another 
medical center.

As they wait for the 
neurologists and oncolo-
gists to determine the best 
course of action, Oaklee’s 
family rallied the commu-
nity in support of this fam-
ily’s battle with candlelight 
prayers, “OakleeStrong” 
wristbands (designed by 
Makenzie Durrer Morris 
with proceeds to go to 
the family) and the cre-
ation of a GoFundMe 
account, to be managed 
by great-aunt Chastity 
Hall from Barboursville so 
that Oaklee’s parents can 
remain focused on her 
care.

While Katie and Jordan 
were taking leaves of 
absence from their jobs, 
Jordan designed a T-shirt, 
which is on sale at rvlife-
reimagined.com. The 
company is making the 
shirts at cost for the fam-
ily and is taking no prof-
it on the shirts so 100% 
of the proceeds can go 
toward Oaklee’s medi-
cal treatments. Short- or 
long-sleeved shirts can be 
picked up in Ruckersville 
or shipped for a small fee 
after Jan. 19.

Both parents are 
employed with UVA and 
Katie actually works at the 
‘battle building’ at UVA 
Children’s hospital, in 
the outpatient operating 
room. Her coworkers have 
been steadfast friends and 
Katie said she has received 
the best care possible dur-
ing their stay.

“We were at dinner and 

Katie said this has been 
the best care that she’s 
experienced,” Lawson 
said. “She said she has 
absolutely no complaints, 
everybody from the time 
the ambulance came to 
when Pegasus got there, 
from the surgery to the 
hospital stay she said it’s 
been phenomenal.”

On Jan. 10, oncolo-
gists decided to pursue 
molecular testing on the 
removed tumor, courtesy 
of St. Jude’s research hos-
pital. From there they will 
decide the best place to 
provide Oaklee’s treat-
ment. They will also be 
doing a lumbar puncture 
on Jan. 17 to check for can-
cer cells in her spinal fluid 
and placing a chemother-
apy port in her chest the 
following week to elimi-
nate the need for repeated 
needle punctures as she 
goes through treatments.

While Oaklee and her 
parents enjoyed break-
fast at Lydia Mountain’s 
Bearrr Appetit restau-
rant on Jan. 11, Kim of 
K5designs on Etsy was 
designing more T-shirts 
in honor of Oaklee, with 
proceeds to be added to 
the growing support fund. 
The next day, the Church 
of Solsburg in Elkton was 
packed with folks wishing 
to show their support as 
Oaklee was dedicated in 
front of friends and family.

“To look at her and be 
around her, you would 
never know she is sick,” 
Lawson said. “She is like 
she’s always been; she’s 
always smiling; she’s 
always happy and laugh-
ing. You would just never 
know that something is 
wrong.”

The show of sup-

port from local busi-
nesses continues to grow, 
and Double Horseshoe 
Saloon in Charlottesville 
announced a benefit night 
for Oaklee to be held Jan. 
24-25. Ten percent of all 
sales that weekend will go 
to the family and there will 
be a 50-50 drawing Friday 
night. On Jan. 27, the 
Ruckersville Walmart will 
have a benefit for Oaklee 
with food, fellowship and 
community by “Team 
Spark” with hot dogs and 
chili for sale.

Clemmie Estes, elec-
tronics department 
manager and member 
of the Children’s Miracle 
Network committee for 
the Ruckersville Walmart, 
organized the event with 
help from Tariek Humes 
and Becky Shifflett.

“We are always willing 
to help the local commu-
nity out, and it makes our 
hearts happy to help local 
families,” Estes said. She 
had heard the story via 
Facebook and immediate-
ly took steps to organize a 
fundraising event for her 
community.

“It’s been challenging, 
but it’s been encouraging 
and rewarding to have so 
many people in our com-
munity and that we work 
with … just to feel like 
everybody is behind us 
in this situation has been 
amazing,” Lawson said.

Two more benefit 
events have already been 
planned for February. 
Solid Rock Gospel Church 
of Barboursville will hold a 
benefit on Feb. 21 with live 
music, a silent auction and 
food. Items for the silent 
auction are being donated 
by local businesses and all 
proceeds will benefit the 

Gentry family.
Barboursville Volunteer 

Fire Company is hosting 
a spaghetti dinner on Feb. 
22 with half of all proceeds 
going to the family as well, 
and there are rumors of 
a musical benefit event 
in the works to be held 
at the William Monroe 
High School auditorium 
in March featuring some 
local bands. Family friends 
Julie and Mike Smith are 
also putting together a 
Super Bowl benefit with 
proceeds to go to Oaklee’s 
family for whatever they 
need during her treat-
ments.

“From the day that 
Oaklee went to the ER 
… from that day there 
were already people ask-
ing ‘what can we do?’” 
Lawson said. “People have 
been giving money, they 
have gotten a GoFundMe 
set up, and the church 
is doing their benefit in 
February. People are mak-
ing shirts and bracelets, 
decals and just so many 
different things and it’s just 
been overwhelming but in 
a good way. It’s definitely 
nice to know that we have 
such a support system.

“Our biggest thing that 
we’re asking for is prayers,” 
Lawson continued. “That’s 
the most important thing 
to us; that’s what we abso-
lutely need.”

You can find more 
information about how 
to support the family by 
visiting @OakleeStrong on 
Facebook or GoFundMe 
or by contacting oak-
leestrong@gmail.com.

Oaklee
Continued from A1
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Mask-makers have helped thousands
BY KATHLEEN BORRELLI

Record Staff

Since the start of the 
coronavirus pandemic in 
late winter, some Greene 
County residents have been 
busying themselves with 
making and distributing 
face masks. One local orga-
nizer estimates that more 
than 5,000 masks, hooks, 
face shields and scrub bags 
have been donated to local 
community members, 
hospitals, first respond-
ers and families in need so 
far through one Facebook 
group alone.

“I am extremely proud 
of the way Greene County 
has come together to 
help each other during 
the COVID-19 crisis,” said 
Rebekah Corcoran, mother 
of two boys in Ruckersville. 
As an administrator of the 
“Greene Helping Greene” 
Facebook group, Corcoran 
has helped organize the 
making and distribution of 
face masks through a series 
of donation drives over the 
past four months.

“Citizens came together 
to donate materials, vol-
unteers picked up and 
delivered those materials 
and the finished masks 
and, of course, dozens 
of people made masks,” 
Corcoran said. “People 
like Heidi Hull and Terry 
Hodge have both made 
over 500 each and others, 
including Amanda King, 
Angela Cline Williams, 
Billie Jo Moon, Camden 
Ward, Chun-mei Chiu, 
Kaci Cobb, Lini Herron, 
Mary Ames, Melissa Cropp, 
Monica Tracey, Pam Laird, 
Shelah Haggenmaker, 
Trisha Covarrubia, Victoria 
Megginson and Yvonne 

Gangle, who combined 
have donated their time, 
talent and effort to provide 
over 1,500 masks.”

It’s not just masks that 
are needed. Tiffany Brown, 
owner of Little Country 
Cottage and her staff have 
made and donated more 
than 1,000 S-hooks for the 
masks and others are mak-
ing face shields and scrub 
bags to donate to local 
community members, hos-
pitals, the Greene County 
Sheriff’s Office, and more.

“It truly takes a com-
munity to fight pandemics 
and keep each other safe, 
and I am proud to be part 
of the community effort,” 
Corcoran said.

Elizabeth and Vicki 
Strauss of Ruckersville 
are among those making 

masks, using a borrowed 
sewing machine.

“(At first) I only made 
enough for my parents in 
case they needed to run 
an errand,” said Elizabeth 
Strauss, who began sew-
ing masks in late March. “I 
searched the internet and 
couldn’t find (a pattern) 
that I liked and decided 
to combine a few differ-
ent styles. After a few trials 
and errors, I developed a 
pattern that was broadly 
favored. Since then, I’ve 
created different patterns 
depending on a person’s 
age and size.”

Elizabeth has cousins 
who work at Geisinger 
Hospital in Pennsylvania, 
where masks were in short 
supply at one time.

“They were mandated 

to wear masks at all times 
but due to limited sup-
plies, the hospital was issu-
ing only one mask per per-
son per week,” Elizabeth 
said. “They asked if I could 
make them a few so they 
could rotate through them 
in between shifts. At the 
same time, we had a family 
friend ask for help making 
scrub caps for her niece 
who works in a hospital 
down south; they were so 
limited on PPE (Personal 
Protective Equipment) they 
were using spare materials 
like bandanas.”

“We borrowed a sewing 
machine from one of her 
coworkers so I can lend her 
a hand,” Vicki said. “And 
yes, we made the coworker 
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Elizabeth, left, and Vicki Strauss work on sewing masks for friends and family members by request, while 
dog Appa supervises the process.
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some masks. We’re still 
making them; I think our 
last tally count put us 
past 470.”

While they are not 
accepting payment for 
their masks, they have 
had some donate to help 
offset production costs.

“I am an elementary 
(school) teacher and 
was only able to sew the 
masks in the evenings 
and weekends; now that 
it’s summertime, I have 
more time to crank them 
out,” said Elizabeth, 
who completed her 500th 
mask on Friday, July 17. 
“I imagine we’ll stop 
sewing them only when 
they become obsolete 
once again.”

Vyvyan Rundgren of 
the Art Guild of Greene 
made and donated more 
than 100 cloth face masks 
to UVA Hospital in early 
April to help offset the 
scarcity of PPE available 
to healthcare workers on 
the front lines. Fellow 
guild member Cory Ryan 
was able to construct 
plastic face shields, used 
by doctors to help pro-
tect them as they work 
with COVID testing and 
treatment of patients.

Even area chil-
dren have been getting 
involved in the mask-
making efforts.

Sophie Mellott, a ris-
ing eighth-grader at 
William Monroe Middle 
School, says she and 
her sister, Grace, started 
making masks to help 
one of their neighbors.

“We started to make 
them for Ms. Martine, 
who does physical ther-
apy,” Sophie said. “And 
then our mom put on 
social media about it 
to see if people wanted 
them.”

In addition to making 
masks for neighbors and 
family friends, Sophie 
has put the volunteer 
effort toward her Silver 
Award project for Girl 
Scouts. Until her com-
munity service hours 
were fulfilled, she and 
her mom did not allow 
customers to pay for 
the masks unless they 
wanted to donate to help 
cover shipping costs. She 
is currently waiting for 
the Girl Scout council to 
approve her award proj-
ect.

Grace Mellott, a ris-
ing freshman at William 
Monroe High School, 
said people from differ-
ent states have been buy-
ing their masks online 
and they’ve shipped 
masks to Washington 
state, Louisiana, Illinois, 
Maryland, Georgia and 
to various areas through-
out Virginia. They are 
only making masks by 
request on weekends, to 
avoid getting burned out 
on the project.

Beth Mellott, mother 
of Grace and Sophie, said 
the mask design they are 
using has 19 steps from 
start to finish.

“Everybody has their 
favorite steps, so we all 
kind of assign steps and 
we normally do them in 
bulk,” she said, explain-
ing how they divide 
the process up into an 
assembly line. “We work 
on the weekends when 
I’m not working and we’ll 
make 20 to 40 of them 
every weekend, but we’ll 
sew the same stitch 20 
times in a row so, yeah, 
it gets a little repetitive.”

The trio has had 
donations of fabric as 
well as money for sup-
plies and shipping and 
has already made more 
than 250 masks. They’ve 
made various improve-
ments to the pattern over 

the weeks they have been 
working, such as switch-
ing from ties to elastic, 
altering the fit for better 
comfort and adding ear 
savers with rubber bands 
for an adjustable fit.

“We make kid ones, 
and we also started mak-
ing neck gaiters because 
we have some stretchy 
fabric which Matthew 
(our brother) likes,” 
Sophie said. Since the 
family has been try-
ing to limit their trips 
out to stores like JoAnn 
Fabrics, they’ve had to 
get creative with fabric 
shopping. At one point, 
Beth went into the store 
and FaceTimed her girls 
(with a mask on) from 
the store, pointing out 
various fabrics so they 
could choose without 
having to come in the 
store with her.

Beth also says the 
project has been a learn-
ing experience for her 
girls, who have learned 
to select fabrics based 
on who the mask is for 
and are now very familiar 
with the family sewing 
machine.

“They’re good at 
threading the machine 
and winding the bob-
bins,” Beth said. She says 
the girls have also been 
saving fabric scraps from 
each mask and hope to 
make a commemora-
tive quilt at some point 
to remember all the dif-
ferent masks they made 
and all the people they 
were able to help.

Sue Traber, of 
Ruckersville, and her 
son Thomas, a rising 
ninth-grader at William 
Monroe High School, 
have been using their 
3D printer to make ear 
savers. These bands go 
around the back of the 
head and disposable or 
cloth masks with elastic 
ear bands can be hooked 

onto them to reduce ear 
discomfort for those who 
have to wear masks for 
longer periods of time, 
such as healthcare or 
food service workers.

“I saw on Facebook 
that a Boy Scout from 
another state was 3D 
printing ear savers,” Sue 
Traber said. “Because 
I am not that good at 
sewing I thought this 
was a way that our fam-
ily could help. My son 
has been 3D printing for 
several years and it is his 
printer.”

The Trabers found 
an online template for 
the design and soon 
had several big orders 
from the UVA Cancer 
Center, nursing homes 
and essential workers, 
such as plumbers and 
city workers, and several 
friends who are nurses.

“When we received 
several big orders for over 
200 ear savers I asked a 
friend of my son who also 
has a 3D printer [Akhil 
Mari, who competed on 
the middle school robot-
ics team with Thomas 
Traber last fall] to help 
us,” Sue Traber said. “We 
could only print one 
at a time and each one 
takes 20 to 30 minutes 
so everyone in the family 
took turns pressing print 
… Between our family 
and the Mari family we 
made over 200 ear sav-
ers. It was a great feeling 
to help in a small way for 
people who had to be on 
the front lines.”

The Traber family, 
who have not charged 
for the ear savers but 
have accepted dona-
tions toward supplies of 
the plastic filament used 
in the printers, recently 
started receiving orders 
from local teachers in 
anticipation of the return 
to school next month.

Masks
Continued from A1
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Sue and Thomas Traber enlisted the help of family friends to 3D 
print hundreds of ear savers for frontline workers over the past 
several months. Above, a UVA nurse models the ear saver, which 
helps keep her mask in place while reducing discomfort on the 
ears from elastic bands over the course of a long shift.

Photo by brian Mellott/For the Greene County reCord

Sophie, front, and Gracie work on making masks in their 
Ruckersville craft room.
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Nate and Anne Kibler of Ruckersville 
got a huge surprise earlier this year 
when they found out they were expect-
ing not one, not two, but three babies in 
November, thanks to in-vitro fertilization 
(IVF) treatments earlier this year.

The Kiblers are well-versed in fertility 
treatments, having conceived their son 
Kai through IVF treatments five years ago.

“We started after our wedding to try 
to conceive, and we had issues … so we 
started IVF,” Anne Kibler said. “We did the 
first three in Belgium. The first one failed, 

and the second one failed and then the 
third one finally took and that was our son 
Kai in 2015.”

Since Anne is a Belgian citizen, it was 
cheaper to do the treatments in Belgium 
than to deal with the high cost of treat-
ment in the United States. Many health 
insurance companies in the U.S. cover 
the cost of infertility testing and diagno-
sis, but do not cover any of the treatment 
options.

With one in eight couples in the U.S. 
affected by infertility, the average cost 
of one cycle of IVF can be more than 
$12,000, according to Anne’s website. 
After their journey with Kai, the Kiblers 

created the Kairos Fertility Foundation 
to help other couples struggling with the 
high costs of fertility treatments in the 
United States. 

“My husband and I wanted to make a 
difference in the community and speak 
on infertility and how hard it is,” Anne 
said. “People kind of brush it off as not 
really a thing … (but) it’s part of our jour-
ney.”

According to Anne, three couples 
have so far been able to conceive with 
financial assistance from the foundation. 
Unfortunately, with the limitations on 

See TRIPLETS, Page A8

1+1+1 BABY MAKES THREE!

Greene County family welcomes triplets
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From left to right, triplets Kayna Aria, Koa Stella and Karis Cyprus Kibler joined their parents and older brother Kai at their home in Greene County last 
week. The babies and mom are all doing well.
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events due to the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic, 
they have been unable to 
hold fundraising events 
to expand their outreach 
to even more families this 
year.

“We basically started 
(the foundation) to help 
people who need IVF to 
get pregnant but don’t 
have the funds,” Nate 
Kibler said. “Normally 
it costs about $15,000-
20,000 to do it.” They are 
still seeking donations to 
get the foundation off the 
ground, once things calm 
down a little at home with 
their new bundles of joy of 
course.

“We had embryos left 
over and we were sure that 
we were done with infertil-
ity,” Anne said, of realizing 
that their journey was not 
quite over yet.

When the Kiblers 
decided to try IVF again 
for their second child a few 
years ago, they got more 
than they bargained for.

“We thought everything 
was going to be OK,” Anne 
said. “We were ready to 
start expanding our family 
and use those embryos. We 
used every single one and 
none took, so that really 
was terrible. Traveling to 
Belgium (the first time) 
was really tough on our 
marriage and on my busi-
ness and on our relation-
ship … so we did two more 
rounds in America. Those 
failed.”

After eight failed rounds 
of IVF, the Kiblers took a 
chance on a fertility clinic 
in Cyprus in early March. 
Little did they know the 
world was about to turn 
upside down.

“Right as we got there, 
the coronavirus started 

blowing up in Italy and 
Cyprus ended up shut-
ting down its borders to 
the country,” Nate said. 
“They shut down seven of 
the eight borders and they 
only opened one … get-
ting in to the country took 
us eight hours to go one 
mile. They were check-
ing temperatures at the 
border; if you had a fever 
they turned you around. 
The next day after we got 
in, they shut down all 
their borders, so if we had 
waited one day longer we 
wouldn’t have been able 
to get in to do the proce-
dure.”

The day the Kiblers 
returned to the States, they 
heard President Donald 
Trump announce on tele-
vision that he was enacting 
a travel ban from Europe. 
If they had returned a day 
or two later, they would 
have been quarantined on 
a military base.

“We believe that God 
had our back, that it was a 
miracle,” Anne said. “With 
this whole IVF thing, the 
timing is really important 
… we’re very lucky that we 
were able to get there the 
day that we did. I believe 
that God told me to go 
(to Cyprus); we both felt 
that it was just a divine 
appointment that we had 
to go to.”

With any fertility treat-
ment, there is a slightly 
increased chance of mul-
tiple pregnancies. With 
IVF, the chance of twins is 
about 12% and the chance 
of triplets is less than 1%, 
according to the American 
Society of Reproductive 
Medicine.

“After all these losses 
and all these failures, in 
my head I was picturing 
this beautiful moment in 
the clinic and my husband 
and son being there and us 
all holding hands,” Anne 
said. “Our son, Kai, has 

been very involved. As a 
4-year-old, he knows what 
embryos are and all this 
stuff; he has been there 
with us the whole time. We 
all cried when we saw that 
(the pregnancy test) was 
positive that day.”

Due to COVID-19, the 
clinic was not allowing 
kids into the treatment 
rooms to cut down on 
non-patient contact. Since 
the Kiblers couldn’t leave 
their toddler in the car, 
Anne had to go in to her 
appointment alone while 
Nate stayed in the car with 
Kai.

“I got emotionally real-
ly overwhelmed because 
this was such a special 
moment for me and I 
couldn’t share it with the 
two people who I cared 
about the most,” she said.

Finally, the ultrasound 
technician got her calmed 
down and started doing 
the scan and then Anne 
Kibler said she noticed 
that the technician was 
really quiet. Panicked and 
thinking something was 
wrong with the baby, she 
began to fear the worst.

“I was freaking out, like 
is the baby not breathing? 
Did we lose it? I was really 
thinking the worst,” Anne 
Kibler said. “And (the 
technician) said, ‘Well, I 
just have to count.’ And I 
said, ‘Count what? Wait, 
we’re having twins?’ And I 
just got like, really excited. 
And she said, ‘Well, I’m 
actually counting three.’ I 
looked at the screen and 
there were three faces, 
very clear.”

Nate Kibler said the 
shock really registered 
for him when he realized 
that all three were girls. 
Generally, with triplets, 
there is a 75% chance of 
a mix and only a 12.5% 
chance of all boys or all 
girls, but the Kibler fam-
ily is all about beating the 

odds.
“For the gender reveal, 

we made a video. We went 
to The Party Starts Here 
and had them make bal-
loons with confetti inside 
with the genders,” Anne 
Kibler said. “The first one 
was a girl and I was ecstat-
ic because Nate’s family 
is like seven generations 
of all boys. And then the 
second one, when we 
popped (the balloon), it 
was a girl, and Nate’s face 
was priceless. And then 
the last one … very few 
men find out they’re hav-
ing three daughters in one 
shot. It was pretty hilari-
ous.”

Anne Kibler is a 
Charlottesvil le-based 
makeup artist providing 
hair and makeup for wed-
dings, and Nate Kibler 
provides photo booth 
entertainment services 
for weddings and other 
events. Earlier this year, 
they also started another 
business offering bounce 
houses for events as well, 
so the Kiblers are well-
versed in party planning. 
This particular event left 
quite a mark, however.

“Afterwards, I was in 
such shock, I told Anne, ‘I 
gotta step out,’ and I went 
to the golf course to try to 
clear my head,” Nate said.

“He left me for six 
hours,” Anne said, laugh-
ing.

“I got to the golf course 
and told my buddy, ‘If 
there’s ever a time you’re 
going to smoke me on the 
course, it is right now,’” 
Nate Kibler said. “I got 
right up to the tee and I hit 
the first drive right down 
the middle, birdie on the 
first hole and shot even 
par on the front nine and 
I felt like that was God just 
telling me, ‘It’s going to be 
OK.’ And now, obviously, 
I’m super excited to have 
them.”

Kayna Aria, Koa 
Stella and Karis Cyprus 
Kibler made their grand 
entrance in mid-October, 
just a little bit earlier than 
expected. After a brief 
hospital stay, the fam-
ily returned home in early 
November.

“I am super excited to 
have triplets in Greene 
County, because this 
county is so awesome,” 
Anne Kibler said. “People 
are so supportive and kind 
and you really feel like 
people have your back. 
I grew up in Northern 
Virginia where you kind 
of feel a little bit more like 
just a number, and Greene 
County is just a more lov-
ing community. I’m just 
really excited to be a part 
of it with the girls.”

In fact, the Kiblers have 
already met and become 
fast friends with another 
couple in Greene who 
happen to have triplet 
daughters in first grade 

and who were more than 
happy to share lots of 
advice. Kai has become 
fast friends with their girls 
and is learning what it 
means to be a big brother.

Anne and Nate have 
been told that triplets can 
go through more than 
750 diapers per month. 
A family friend set up a 
GoFundMe page to help 
ease some of the burden 
since their businesses 
have also been impact-
ed by COVID-19. Visit 
gofundme.com/f/kai-
plus-triplets-diaper-fund 
to contribute to the diaper 
fund.

To follow the Kiblers’ 
journey and see more 
adorable photos of the 
triplets, visit Instagram.
com/kai_plus_triplets.

To learn more about 
donating to help couples 
in need, visit kairosfertili-
tyfoundation.org/donate.

Triplets
Continued from A1
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Above and right, these maternity photos with Anne, Kai and Nate were taken just hours before Anne’s water broke. The triplets arrived 
in late October and are now safe and sound at home.

COURTESY PHOTO 

Triplets Kayna Aria, Koa Stella and Karis Cyprus Kibler dressed as 
little “punkins” for Halloween while in the NICU.
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