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By Robin Earl 
Times sTaff WriTer 

Warrenton Town Manager Brandie 
Schaeffer’s perfume of choice these 
days may be Eau de fresh paint, but 
sometimes she dabs on Eau de new 
carpet. Schaeffer and many other 
town employees and contractors are 
up to their elbows in renovations to 
the old BB&T building, which is day 
by day being transformed into War-
renton’s new town hall. 

A tour of the building at 21 Main 
St. begins with the large room that 
was once the lobby of the BB&T. 

The platform that will support the 
dais for the town council members 
is in place. Schaeffer admits she re-
configured its placement a couple of 
dozen times before the carpenters 
set to work. 

The first coat of dove-gray paint 
has been applied. That decision was 
hard-fought too. “I think I must have 
changed my mind 37 times,” she 
said. But she is pleased with the fi-
nal choice. “It really makes the vault 
‘pop.’” 

Main Street Town Hall shaping up 
Town manager envisions 
one-stop-shop for 
residents, businesses 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/ROBIN EARL
A bank vault tells the story of the 
building’s past life. 

By James Ivancic 
special To The fauquier Times 

 
The 12-mem-

ber Fauquier 
County Circuit 
Court jury that 
found Myison I. 
Ellis guilty on 
Thursday, March 
5, in the shooting 
death last August 
of Lincoln Wil-
liams Jr., recom-
mended a prison 
term of 38 years for first-degree mur-
der, three years for use of a firearm in 
committing a felony and 10 years for 
conspiracy to commit robbery. 

Judge Herman A. Whisenant Jr. 
will make the final determination on 
sentencing following completion of a 
pre-sentence report. The sentence will 
be announced on May 7 at 9 a.m. 

“I’m pleased with a verdict. We 
wanted to achieve this for the fami-
ly” of the victim, said Fauquier Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Scott Hook, 
outside of the courtroom. The case 
was prosecuted by Abigail Owens 
and Amy Cassandra, senior assistant 
prosecuting attorneys. 

“I believe he is innocent, but I re-
spect your decision,” defense attor-
ney Jessica N. Sherman-Stoltz said in 
addressing the jury after they deliv-
ered a verdict shortly after 2 p.m. and 
before they considered a sentencing 
recommendation. She asked the jury 
to recommend a minimum sentence 
on each count. 

Owens told the jury that at age 
18, Williams’s life was cut short 

By Robin Earl 
Times sTaff WriTer 

Administrators at Poet’s Walk 
assisted living and memory care 
center in Warrenton say they are 
keeping close track of coronavirus 
recommendations from the Centers 
for Disease Control and the Virginia 
Health Department, but those they 
care for are unaware of the nation-
wide pandemic. It’s one reason el-
derly people with dementia are con-
sidered one of the most vulnerable 
populations for the disease. 

About 52 patients live at Poet’s Walk, 
a 60-room facility designed for patients 
with dementia. Most are in their 70s 
or 80s, said Iro Egharevba, director of 
resident care, in an interview March 6. 
Egharevba said that the administrators 
focus on being proactive. “We make 
the staff aware of symptoms to watch 
for. It’s important they know the signs 
of illness. And they receive training on 
how to properly wear PPE (personal 
protective equipment).” 

She adds that wiping down sur-
faces is a priority as well. “While 
the residents are at lunch, the house-
keeping staff is mopping floors and 
wiping down handrails. We tell our 
staff, ‘Everybody is a housekeeper 
right now.’ It’s an important way we 
can be proactive.” 

Egharevba said that those with de-
mentia like to wander. Poet’s Walk 
residents frequently may be found 
walking the facility’s four contiguous 
hallways, so handrails in particular 
are cleaned several times a day. 

She said that the staff is told to 
stay home if they have symptoms, 
and families are asked to refrain 
from visiting if they had traveled re-
cently to countries where coronavi-
rus has been reported.  

Normally, residents take trips 
to go out to eat, to enjoy some ice 
cream, to the library or other special 
activities. “We are postponing those 
trips right now,” said Egharevba. “If 
we want to have a pizza party, we 
are bringing the pizza in. We want 
to make sure they are safe.” 

Egharevba said that services are 
provided in Poet’s Walk so residents 

Memory care facility prepares 
for potential coronavirus threat 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
Myison Ellis is escorted to the 
Fauquier County Circuit Courthouse 
Monday, March 2. 

Jury find Ellis 
guilty of murder; 
calls for 51 years

LINCOLN 
WILLIAMS JR.

See MURDER, page 6

See CORONAVIRUS, page 7

See TOWN HALL, page 4

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/ROBIN EARL
Poet’s Walk Executive Director Terra Brown helps a resident wipe her hands 
clean after a meal.
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don’t have to go out. A physician, 
podiatrist, audiologist and dentist all 
come to the facility. There is a salon 
onsite. 

She said that if a resident were to 
display symptoms of coronavirus, 
he or she would be isolated in their 
room immediately. “We’d call the 
health department and get them test-
ed. Specific staff would be designat-
ed to care for that patient, and that 
staff would be dressed in PPE.  

“It’s especially important in this 
community, where there is cognitive 
impairment … residents can’t un-
derstand what’s going on … that we 
make sure they are safe.” 

Egharevba was called away 
during Friday’s interview to speak 
to a family member who wanted to 
see a resident but had been traveling.  

Social worker Carol Rose talked 

about how the memory-impaired can 
be particularly vulnerable in a pan-
demic. “And it’s not just this virus, 
she pointed out. Flu season can be 
deadly. It can progress to serious ill-
ness, requiring a hospital stay, which 
can progress dementia greatly.” 

Rose said Poet’s Walk has not 
been hit hard by flu this year. “We’ve 
been lucky.” 

She believes that good commu-
nication among staff and with fami-
lies has been important. “I tell them, 
‘We know you want to see your fam-
ily, but we have to keep them safe. If 
you are sick, stay away.’ Last week, 
I made 173 phone calls to families, 
keeping them informed.” 

She also helps arrange video chats 
between residents and family and 
uses technology to share photos. 

Rose said that her first move if 
someone at Poet’s Walk showed signs 
of illness would be to call the family. 

The staff would also be notified. 
She added, though, that working 

with residents who have dementia 
is a challenge under these circum-
stances. Although the residents may 
be confined to their room, they may 
not remember that and wander out 
into the hallways or common spac-
es. They have trouble, Rose added, 
with hygiene in general. “They don’t 
remember to wash their hands, and 
some can’t clean themselves proper-
ly after using the bathroom.” 

Rose said that those with demen-
tia often have very short-term mem-
ory loss. Residents may be told to go 
wash their hands before a meal, but 
by the time they get to their rooms, 
they have forgotten why they are 
there. “Their attention span is short,” 
said Rose. 

Terra Brown, executive director at 

Poet’s Walk, said that the staff helps 
residents wash their hands with 
wipes before and after meals and af-
ter they use the bathroom. Sanitary 
stations are set up with wipe warm-
ers so that washing hands is seen as 
a pleasant, comforting experience 
for residents and visitors. 

She said that normal dietary prac-
tices are designed to kill germs. 
“Our regular practices will kill the 
virus. The key is following the pro-
cess.”  

She said that if one person were 
to contract coronavirus, the build-
ing would be under quarantine; staff 
members and doctors would be the 
only people allowed to come and go.  

Brown acknowledged, “This is 
serious. Their immune systems can’t 
handle what you and I could handle. 
Because they are older, more fragile, 
they are the most vulnerable.” 

Reach Robin Earl at rearl@fau-
quier.com 

Eight people in Virginia test 
positive for coronavirus  

Staff Reports 

As of Tuesday afternoon, there are 
eight “presumptive positive” cases of 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
in Virginia, according to the Virginia 
Department of Health.   
• A U.S. Marine stationed at Quantico 

Marine Corps Base who had recently 
returned from Ethiopia tested 
positive and is currently isolated at 
Fort Belvoir Community Hospital.  

• An elderly couple from the City 
of Fairfax tested positive after 
returning from a cruise on Egypt’s 
Nile River. Another two people in 
Virginia Beach also tested positive 
after a Nile River cruise.  

• An Arlington woman in her 60s 
tested positive for the virus after 
returning from a trip overseas.   

• A Spotsylvania County woman in 
her 50s tested positive but officials 
have not said how they believe she 
contracted the virus.   

• A Loudoun County resident tested 
positive after attending a church 
in Georgetown, where a rector has 
been diagnosed with the disease.  
“Through a strategic, coordinated, 

statewide response, the 
commonwealth is well-prepared to 
respond to positive COVID-19 cases 
as they occur,” said Virginia health 
commissioner M. Norman Oliver, 
MD, MA in a press release.   

The press release said: “The 
coronavirus that causes COVID-19 
can cause mild to more severe 
respiratory illness. In a small 
proportion of patients, COVID-19 
can cause death, particularly 
among those who are older or who 
have chronic medical conditions. 
Symptoms include fever, cough, 
and difficulty breathing. Symptoms 
appear within 14 days of being 
exposed to an infectious person. 
COVID-19 spreads primarily through 
respiratory droplets produced 
when an infected person coughs or 
sneezes.” 

To lower the risk of respiratory 
germ spread, including COVID-19, 
the Virginia Department of Health 
encourages the following effective 
behaviors:  
• Wash your hands often with soap 

and water for at least 20 seconds.  
Use an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer only if soap and water are 
not available.  

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, 
and mouth.  

• Cover your mouth and nose with 
a tissue or your sleeve (not your 
hands) when coughing or sneezing.  

• Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched objects and surfaces.  

• Stay home when you are sick.  
• Avoid contact with sick people.  
• Avoid non-essential travel.  

This is a developing story. Updated 
information can be found at www.
vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus. 

By Coy Ferrell 
Times sTaff WriTer 

At a March 10 hearing, a four-day trial for 
Daniel Farmer II was set to begin on June 29, in 
connection with the shooting death of Lincoln 
Williams Jr. on Aug. 26, 2019. Farmer is charged 
with first-degree murder, conspiracy to commit 
robbery and use of a firearm in a felony.   

On March 5, a jury found Myison I. Ellis guilty 

of the same charges in connection with the case. 
He could be sentenced to up to 51 years in prison 
for the murder. (See story on page 1.) 

Lucretia Robinson is also charged with con-
spiracy to commit robbery in connection with the 
case. After her case was continued at a March 10 
hearing, she will face another hearing in Fauquier 
Circuit Court on March 23.  

According to documents filed with Ellis’s arrest 
warrant, Farmer stated, “he arranged with Myison 

Ellis and Lucretia Robinson to rob Williams Jr. at 
Williams’ residence of drugs and money.”  

The statement said that Farmer said he drove 
“with the co-conspirators to Williams’ residence 
and Ellis and Robinson were left to commit the 
robbery, and ultimate murder.”  

During Ellis’ trial, prosecutors alleged that 
Farmer initiated the plan to rob Williams and re-
cruited Ellis to help him. Farmer took the stand 
during the trial but invoked his Fifth Amendment 
right against self-incrimination when Ellis' attor-
ney attempted to question him.   

Farmer was indicted in November 2019 by a 
grand jury. His trial will take place in Fauquier 
County Circuit Court.   

CORONAVIRUS, from page 1

Second defendant’s trial will be June 29 
Daniel Farmer charged with first-degree murder in Warrenton teen’s murder 

Memory care facility prepares for coronavirus threat 
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By Robin Earl 
Times sTaff WriTer 

When Gov. Ralph Northam 
waived attendance requirements for 
Virginia school districts, Fauquier 
County Superintendent of Schools 
David Jeck heaved a sigh of relief. 
“It’s a game changer. Our planning 
all changed after the governor’s 
waiver came in.” 

Northam announced Friday night 
he was instituting an attendance 
waiver. The waiver states that there 
will be a period of time during which 
students will not be required to com-
plete distance learning assignments. 
The state will waive the school hours 
missed during the governor’s order, 

covering the closure until at least 
March 27, or whenever students re-
turn to school.   

As a result of the governor’s or-
der, any materials that have been sent 
home are to be considered optional 

instructional resources, and no school-
work is to be assigned or graded.  

“It’s only happened one other time 
since I’ve been in Virginia, during a 

School division addresses community FAQs
Superintendent: Governor’s decision to lift instructional requirements is a game changer 

All schools are 
closed at least 
until March 27.

See SCHOOLS, page 2

You may have noticed a lot of ac-
tivity on the Fauquier.com site the 
last couple of weeks. We’ve been 
busy trying to cover the upheaval 
caused by the coronavirus. There 
are a thousand considerations – 
county offices, the courts, the 
schools, our local businesses, health 
care facilities, sports, children’s ac-
tivities, nursing homes and assisted 
living, groceries and toilet paper – 
and our community wants to keep 
on top of it all. 

Our readers expect us to be 
there, talking, listening, reading, 
researching and putting all the cha-
os into a neat package for them to 
understand. We have heard from 
those who follow our website that 
they especially appreciate our ef-
forts to keep them informed during 
this difficult time. 

Even though it means long hours 
and short deadlines, we are happy 
to do it. We live here too, and we 
care about our community. 

COVID-19 is about to take a 
deep toll on our country and our 
community. Every person will feel 
its effects. 

Our newspaper is no different. As 
our loyal advertisers experience a 

See NEW DEADLINE, page 2

By Coy Ferrell 
Times sTaff WriTer 

Directors of local food banks are 
expecting a surge in demand for nutri-
tion assistance due to the outbreak of 
coronavirus 2019 and the subsequent 
closing of schools and businesses.    

Their efforts to alleviate the ex-
pected increase in need have been 
hampered by the reduced supply from 
local grocery stores; stocks of basic 
items have been depleted by those 
rushing to fill their own pantries.   
Fauquier Community Food Bank  

Sharon Ames, director of Fauqui-
er Community Food Bank and Thrift 

‘Many... are going to be food insecure’ 
Food banks cope with increased need coupled with reduced supply 

See FOOD BANK, page 6

Carol Schumacher, executive director of Fauquier FISH, said that she 
“definitely” expects an uptick in demand for food aid, but she is confident that 
the organization will be able to do its part to meet that need. 

A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR:

Support local 
journalism
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Store, said that donations from gro-
cery stores were down by 70% on 
the morning of March 16, forcing the 
food bank to limit the distribution of 
some staples like bread, bottled wa-
ter and frozen protein items. Shelves 
that are normally filled with bread 
loaves – an especially scarce item at 
grocery stores currently - have been 
mostly stocked with other items.  

Some good news came on Tues-
day afternoon; an anonymous do-
nor gave $700 to Great Harvest 
Bread Company in Warrenton to 
bake loaves specifically for Fauquier 
Community Food Bank. That dona-
tion was quickly followed by anoth-
er, $100 from real estate agent Tom 
Campbell of Fathom Realty.  

Great Harvest owner Pablo Te-
odoro said that the bakery would 
make an additional 20% more loaves 
than the money would normally buy – 
which also applies to future donations 
-- meaning the donations from Tues-
day would cover 40 loaves per day for 
the next 3 ½ days. He added that the 
food bank will be able to order spe-
cific breads and that the loaves would 
arrive at the food bank “very fresh.”  

Ames said she expects a surge in 
demand for nutrition assistance in 
the near future. “The phone has not 
stopped ringing,” she said, adding 
that people most frequently call to 
ask if the food bank is still open. Oth-
ers have called to say they don’t have 
enough food in their homes to make 
it through another week. “That’s ter-
rifying,” Ames said. She added that 
older people are the “most panicked,” 
but she is also concerned about fam-
ilies with children who are impacted 
by school closings and job losses.  

“I will stay open as long as I possi-
bly can stay open,” she said. The food 
bank has taken extra precautions to 
this end: only one family member at a 
time is allowed to shop, and children 
have been asked to stay outside while 
their parents pick out food.  

Ames said that she is concerned 
that the economic impact of the coro-

navirus outbreak will severely in-
crease the number of people who need 
nutrition assistance, some of whom 
might not have experienced that need 
before. “Many households are going to 
be food insecure,” she said.  

Ames said that the best way to 
help is to donate food. “If you’ve got 
it, we can use it,” she said.
Fauquier FISH  

Carol Schumacher, executive di-
rector of Fauquier FISH, said that 
she “definitely” expects an uptick in 
demand for food aid, but she is con-
fident that the organization will be 
able to do its part to meet that need. 
“It’s stressful times that bring out 
the best in people,” she said. “Most 
of the calls coming in have said: 
‘What can I do to help?’”  

Schumacher said that FISH has al-
tered its food pantry procedures – like 
limiting the number of people inside at 
any given time – to better comply with 

guidelines from public health officials. 
“We are going to try to stay open if we 
can,” she said, adding that the pantry 
may be open an extra day per week to 
meet demand.   

“The hard part,” said Schumacher, 
“has been ordering food from gro-
cery stores” due to the stores’ own 
struggles to keep some basic staples 
in stock. “Most of the stuff we put out 
[on the food pantry shelves], we buy,” 
she added.   

In addition to the food pantry, FISH 
runs a program called Weekend Pow-
er Pack. Students in Fauquier County 
who are considered at-risk of hunger 
receive a backpack full of food each 
Friday at school. The closure of schools 
through at least March 27 adds an ex-
tra – but not insurmountable – hurdle, 
said Schumacher.  

She emphasized that FISH already 
has programs in place to distribute 
food to students during spring break 
and summer vacation, so she is confi-

dent that the Power Pack program will 
continue to be effective during the 
current school closures. “We do this 
every summer,” she said of the Power 
Pack program operating when school 
is out. “It’s not a new thing to do this, 
just kind of an awkward time.”   

She added that students in the 
Power Pack program were able to 
pick up backpacks on Monday morn-
ing, and that they would have enough 
food to get them through this week. 
She said that FISH is coordinating 
with the school division to ensure 
the Power Pack program could con-
tinue while schools are closed. FISH 
is also considering adding more 
distribution points for the program. 
“The kids are going to be fed during 
this time,” she emphasized.   

Schumacher said that financial dona-
tions are the most helpful contribution 
right now. Volunteers and donations of 
food are also helpful. She encouraged 
the public to follow the organization’s 
Facebook page for updates.   
Community Touch  

“This is affecting everything,” 
said Tyronne Champion, executive 
director of Community Touch, of 
the outbreak of the novel coronavi-
rus. His organization operates a food 
pantry, a transitional housing facili-
ty, a thrift store and a daycare.   

Champion said that he “definite-
ly” expects an increased demand for 
food from the pantry. “We’re getting 
emergency phone calls during the 
week asking if they can come by and 
pick up food,” he said, adding that 
the food pantry works to accommo-
date these requests.   

Beyond that, he said that he is 
concerned with keeping the day care 
open for the clients in transitional 
housing who rely on that day care to 
be able to work and keep on a path 
towards self-sufficiency. As of Mon-
day, the day care remained open.   

Champion said that food pantry’s 
services will be especially need-
ed in the coming weeks, and added 
that donations of food, supplies and 
funds are needed and appreciated. 
“We appreciate the community sup-
port. We’re all in this together, com-
batting the same thing,” he said.   

How to help  
Fauquier Community  
Food Bank 
249 E. Shirley Ave., Warrenton 
fauquierfoodbank.org 
540-359-6053 
Pantry Hours: Monday to Friday, 
Noon to 4 p.m. 

To receive aid, must be a resident 
of Fauquier County and meet certain 
income requirements.

Donation hours: Monday through 
Friday, Noon to 4 p.m. 

Food donations are the priority, 
especially bread, bottled water, 
canned protein and canned pasta. 

Financial donations are accepted 
on the website. 

Fauquier FISH  
24 Pelham St., Warrenton 
fauquierfish.org 
540-347-3474 
Pantry hours: Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. to 
noon; Thursday, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.; 
Saturday,  9:30 a.m. to noon 

To receive aid, the only requirement 
is to be a resident of Fauquier County. 

Financial donations, volunteers and 
food donations are all appreciated. 

There are food donation drop 
boxes at: Fauquier FISH Food Pantry, 
24 Pelham St., Warrenton and 
Marshall United Methodist Church, 
8405 W. Main St., Marshall. 

Food donation priorities: Cereal, 
oatmeal, macaroni and cheese, 
canned chicken, canned tuna, 
spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, cream of 
mushroom soup 

Visit the website or Facebook page 
for more information on financial 
donations and volunteering. 

Community Touch  
10499 Jericho Road, Bealeton 
communitytouchinc.org 
540-439-9300 

Food pantry hours: Saturday, 10 
a.m. to noon 

Food/supply donations accepted 
(call ahead). Priorities are canned 
goods, meats, starches, cleaning 
supplies and hand sanitizer 

Financial donations are also needed; 
donations are accepted on the website. 

FOOD BANK, from page 1

Food banks cope with increased need coupled with reduced supply 

Staff Reports 

Monday, Fauquier County Administrator Paul 
McCulla declared a local emergency in Fauquier 
County effective Tuesday, March 17, at 9 a.m. The 
emergency was declared because of the “threat to 
public health and safety of the citizens of Fauquier 
County from exposure to COVID-19,” McCulla 
said in a press release.  

“The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic con-
stitute an emergency of such sufficient severity 
to warrant a coordinated response from various 
county departments, agencies and volunteer orga-
nizations,” said the press release. 

The release continues, “As a result of the dec-
laration of local emergency and in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Fauquier County is taking 
a number of precautionary measures to help mit-
igate the spread of COVID-19 … We urge citi-
zens to follow the recommendations of the CDC, 

especially in regards to practicing good hygiene, 
social distancing and staying home if you exhib-
it flu-like systems. The measures provided below 
will help promote and enforce social distancing 
while still providing services to our citizens.” 

The Fauquier County Board of Supervisors 
will be holding a virtual public hearing on its pro-
posed budget and tax rates on Thursday, March 
19, at 7 p.m. Citizens may view the virtual public 
hearing via livestream by going to: https://vimeo.
com/event/25618 and selecting the Board of Su-
pervisors’ March 19 Budget Public Hearing.  

McCulla said in the press release, “To have your 
comments read to the board of supervisors during the 
budget public hearing, citizens may email their com-
ments to: budgetoffice@fauquiercounty.gov. Because 
of the directive to limit gatherings to no more than 10 
people in one location, live citizen participation at the 
meeting location cannot be accommodated. Please 
participate virtually in this process.” 

In addition, as of March 16: 
All government meeting rooms are closed to 

non-governmental meeting uses, effective imme-
diately. 

All libraries are closed. Beginning Wednesday, 
March 18, the library will begin phone and curb-
side services at all library locations. Residents 
may visit the Fauquier County public library web-
site for further details. 

All Parks and Recreation programs are can-
celed. All rental of shelters and other park locations 
are also cancelled. County parks will remain open 
for passive recreation; however, all playgrounds 
and restrooms are closed and will remain closed. 

Sheriff’s Office public events, off-duty staffing 
and car seat installation/inspection is temporarily 
suspended. 

The Planning Commission meeting scheduled 
for Thursday, March 19, is canceled and all mat-
ters are rescheduled to its next meeting. 

The Board of Zoning and Appeals meeting 
scheduled for April 2, is canceled and all matters 
are rescheduled to its next meeting. 

In transacting business with the county, citizens 

Fauquier County declares local emergency 
Meetings canceled; facilities closing; residents urged to employ social distancing

See EMERGENCY, page 14
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By Daniel Berti  
Times sTaff WriTer 

Tasha Nelson’s 8-year-old son 
Jack has cystic fibrosis, a chronic 
lung disease that puts him at high-
risk for COVID-19.   

Nelson said the family has been 
isolated in their Manassas home for 
more than 10 days and are taking 
extraordinary precautions at the rec-
ommendation of her son’s specialist.   

“Covid could kill him,” Nelson 
said.   

When Nelson ventured out of 
the house to buy groceries last Fri-
day wearing a protective mask and 
gloves, she said she was mocked by 
people in the grocery store.   

“People were rolling their eyes. 
Someone outright laughed at me,” 
Nelson said. “Another man said as I 
walked by, ‘Why are people overre-
acting?’”  

Nelson said she was taken aback 
that people in her community were 
not taking the threat of COVID-19 
seriously. 

“The only way my son will sur-
vive this situation will be is if our 
neighbors and the rest of the com-
munity take this seriously,” Nelson 
said.   

“This is my neighborhood that’s 
being affected, and people are still 

not social distancing. It’s heart-
breaking,” Nelson said. “People are 
still going to restaurants and bars.”  

Nelson said she hopes her story 
will help people take the situation 
more seriously.   

Charity Furness, director of Ex-
perience Old Town Warrenton, 
shared this story Friday:  

“Thursday evening, eight hours 
before we were scheduled to leave 
for our two-week vacation, [my hus-
band] Steve received a phone call that 
a colleague in his office had tested 
positive for coronavirus. At the time, 
this person was one of 17 people in 
Virginia that had tested positive. We 
made the difficult decision to cancel 
our vacation and self-quarantine.  

“The past 24 hours have been nuts. 
Our suitcases still sit packed by the 
door. The kids are out of school for 
the next two weeks. Steve and I are 
scheduled to be off and we now just 
wait. Perfectly healthy, with our bags 
packed, we sit at home socially dis-
tancing ourselves and wait. It’s hard. 

“We are in the midst of a worldwide 
pandemic. As humans it is our social 
nature to come together in times of 
uncertainty. It's called community. We 
live in a strong community where we 
come together to celebrate and support 
each other. Social distancing is not our 
nature. It’s hard. 

“The community wants to come 
together to ensure no one will go 
hungry during this pandemic. We 

want to personally interact with our 
neighbors and let them know we 
care and support them. The love 
and support looks so much different 
when you its recommended not to 
physically gather. It’s hard. 

“As the days get longer and the air 
is warmer, we want to be outside play-
ing. We've had to postpone the soccer 
season to help flatten the curve. As a 
coach and a parent, it's my instinct to 
say let's just get everyone together for a 
fun team bonding party while the kids 
play. It goes against my 
natural instincts to socially 
distance myself. It’s hard. 

“My job with EOTW 
is to literally bring people 
together; to create com-
munity. The elderly are 
listed as the most vulnerable during 
this pandemic but I would argue that 
small business ranks right up there 
as well. The economy has taken a 
huge hit. We are told to stay home. 
As much as our community has ral-
lied around other important causes, 
we need to rally around our small 
businesses. Order takeout. Try out 
Old Town's curbside pickup. Don't 
let social distancing kill your favorite 
downtown business. It’s hard. 

“The waiting game is difficult. 
What are we waiting for? This is 
something we've never experienced 
before. It is an invisible threat spread 
from person to person. It is not de-
fined. It is not controlled. How will 
we know it is over? When can life go 
back to normal? When do I unpack 
my suitcases? It’s hard. 

“Social distancing is hard, but it’s 
important.” 

Fauquier Times reader Christina 
Fox had her own story to tell: “I went 
to Harris Teeter yesterday to do my 
weekly shopping. The meat depart-
ment was sparse and I had a quick 
moment of panic because of the way 
people are responding to this situation. 
I'm more concerned about the reaction 
to the virus than I am of the virus.  

“I felt the need to hoard the rest 
of the meat based on the limited 

amount that was left. 
However, common sense 
prevailed. While I went 
ahead and got a couple of 
extra, I stopped myself 
from buying a ridiculous 
amount.  

“… I asked the butcher about the 
next shipment. He profusely apolo-
gized about the situation and said the 
store employees were doing the best 
they could under the circumstances. 
I don't feel store employees are get-
ting enough credit. On a side note, a 
very kind woman offered me a pack 
of her toilet paper (she had four packs 
of four). I told her no thank you since 
a friend of ours brought us a couple 
of packs the day before from another 
county three hours away.”  

Fox worries that hoarding is going 
to leave the community’s most vulner-
able at risk. “What about our senior cit-
izens and other individuals on a fixed 
income? They can't afford to buy mass 
quantities of food and paper products 
and can only afford to shop week to 
week.”  

Stories from the trenches 
Residents share their 
coronavirus stories 

“The past 24 
hours have 
been nuts.”

CHARITY FURNESS
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by career and volunteer emergency 
responders to extend this concept 
to our communities in time of need, 
such as we are experiencing with 
COVID-19.” 
Weekly boxes of food 

Hoffman said she, her husband 
Al and four or five volunteers will 
cook and pack boxes of food for 
the first time on Tuesday, March 31; 
then they’ll be delivered later that 
day. Matt Mize, executive chef at A 
la Carte Catering and Event Design 
in Vint Hill will also be helping out. 

Hoffman said that boxes will in-
clude some packaged food for break-
fast – fruit, yogurt, meal bars, for 
instance. Each box will also have a 
bag of salad recipients can eat for the 
week, some bread, a soup choice and 
one hot meal for each day. Once we  
get the system streamlined, she said, 
“we will be able to scale up easily.” 

She said it will depend on what 
vendors have in stock each week, but 
she envisions cooking and packaging 
meals like lasagna or spaghetti that 
people can heat up in the oven or the 
microwave. Polster said that local ven-
dors will be used as much as possible. 
Ground beef will be from Locust Hill 
Farms and Great Harvest in Warrenton 
will be baking the bread. 

The second week and beyond, 
meals will be prepared and delivered 
on Mondays.  

Polster has provided the seed 
money for the program upfront – 
which so far amounts to several 
thousand dollars. He said he would 
like the program to grow organical-
ly; he expects the deliveries to con-
tinue for a couple of months. 

He said he’s reached out to the 
heads of HOAs and leaders in the 
faith community, to find people who 
might need food assistance but who 
are reluctant to leave their homes. 

“We’re going to try not to say no to 
anyone who needs help.” 

Polster said that residents who 
know of someone who would appre-
ciate a box from Mutual Aid box can 
contact him at sean@seanpolsterva.
com with the recipient’s name, ad-
dress and contact information.  

He added that, unfortunately, 
only Town of Warrenton residents 
are eligible. “That’s all we’ll be able 
to handle,” he said. 

Home delivery 
Town Councilman Alec Burnett 

(Ward 2) is handling the logistics of de-
livery. Town Councilman Jerry Wood 
(Ward 1) and his wife, Town Council-
man Kevin Carter (Ward 5) and town 
council candidate Heather Sutphin are 

among those who have volunteered to 
help deliver the boxes, which will be 
left at front doors to minimize contact 
with the at-risk recipients. 

After the first week, residents 
may post a note on their front door 
with other requests. Polster said, 
“Maybe they need toothpaste, toilet 
paper. Maybe they need someone to 
pick up a prescription. We’ll do the 
shopping for them and leave it in 
the next week’s box.” 

Polster said, “I think we are blessed 
to live in a community that takes care 
of each other whether it’s the federal 
government shutdown or the corona-
virus … You know. This is Warrenton. 
We take care of each other.” 

Reach Robin Earl at rearl@fau-
quier.com 

FOOD BOXES, from page 7

Weekly boxes of food to be delivered to residents 

CIVIL LITIGATION
From negotiation to trial,  
legal counsel you can trust

William D. Ashwell

540.347.6595 | www.mbwalaw.com
27 Culpeper St | Warrenton, VA

Mark B. Williams & Associates, PLC

TIMES STAFF PHOTOS/COY FERRELL
Fat Tuesday’s owners Kelly and Al Hoffman pose with containers of food bound 
for Mutual Aid boxes on the bar at Fat Tuesday’s.  

Amy Jenkins (left), 
of Front Diner, and 
Tina Fanning, a Fat 

Tuesday’s manager, 
prepare containers of 

food bound for Mutual 
Aid boxes on the Fat 

Tuesday’s bar.  



Fauquier Times | www.fauquier.com | April 29, 2020       5NEWS

By Chris Connell 
PiedMont JournalisM foundation 

Air conditioning installer Josh Sienkiewicz has 
been living in the basement apartment of his parents’ 
home in Bealeton for the past year, saving money to 
buy his first home and keeping a close eye on the mar-
ket. When the pandemic shut things down this spring, 
he looked even harder, getting pre-approved for a 
rock-bottom 3% mortgage and scouting 20 homes by 
himself and with his real estate agent. 

“I was a little leery, but it didn’t hold me back. 
I need a house and I still have steady work,” said 
the 30-year-old former motocross trainer. Mostly 
he’s driven by houses by himself, but agent Becky 
Miller took him inside the two he liked most. 

He didn’t get them. 
“Unfortunately, right now, with any really good 

house that’s on the market in my price range, it 
basically seems somebody’s on it that minute,” 
said Sienkiewicz. 

That’s the story of the real estate market in 
Fauquier County. Realtors report fewer homes 
are up for sale, but the buyers and sellers still out 
there are serious. 

Real estate, like home building, is deemed an 
essential service under both Virginia Gov. Ralph 
Northam’s stay at home order and guidance from 
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 

Jay Keyser of Warrenton, who works in the fi-
nancial business, put a vacant rental house he owns 
in Marshall up for sale because he felt “the tight 
supply is a positive thing for the seller, even at this 
time. It might work for us. Only time will tell.” 

And Erwin Opitz of Woodville, who owns 
Opitz Construction Consulting in Flint Hill, 
which builds and renovates home, is looking for 
an old house to buy, fix up and flip. “We’ve tried 
to buy a couple of properties unsuccessfully and 
I don’t know exactly why,” we didn’t get them, 
he said. Both Keyser and Opitz are working with 
realtor Emily Henry of Long and Foster. 

For agents, business is not conducted like it 
was. Those offices brimming with house pho-
tos in the front window are closed to the public. 
Agents can escort clients into sellers’ homes, but 
they can’t put out an “Open House” sign and wel-
come all comers to troop through. 

They can post sumptuous photos online and 
offer “virtual” video tours, “but I’ve not had a sin-
gle buyer willing to put an offer in sight unseen,” 
said Miller, owner of Piedmont Fine Properties in 
Warrenton. “You have to make the homes avail-
able. You may get lucky, but we’ve got to get peo-
ple in the houses as safely as possible.” 

Long and Foster’s Henry concurred. “You need 
to show properties and get into properties when 
people are making a big investment, some-
times the biggest investment of their lives.”  

In Fauquier County and 
nationwide, the business of 
buying and selling homes 
is down, but deeds are 
still being notarized in 
courthouses and deals 
closing.  

Sales were bar-
reling ahead in the 
first two months 
of 2020, with the 
winter mild and 
economy strong. “I 
thought 2020 was 
going to be one of 
the best years I ever 
had in 18 years in 
real estate,” said 
Miller. 

“It was just off-the-charts good. We were 
storming the beaches,” said Herb Lisjak, prin-
cipal broker for Century 21 New Millennium in 
Gainesville, who oversees 850 agents in Virginia, 
Maryland and the District of Columbia. 

Debbie Werling, CEO of Greater Piedmont Re-
altors, said 118 homes in Fauquier County were 
sold in March, up from 93 in March 
2019. Median sales prices rose, too, 
from $400,000 to $425,000, but ac-
tive listings plunged 37 percent from 
422 to 265. 

Inventory was already tight “and 
now we have even less,” said Miller. 

Tray Allen, whose father opened 
Allen Real Estate in Old Town War-
renton in 1990, said, “This is nor-
mally the time when we would have 
been rocking and rolling and replen-
ishing our inventory. That’s not hap-
pening. 

“But one thing this has done is 
whittle away everybody to the most 
serious buyers and sellers still out 
there. Regardless of the circum-
stances, some people need to sell and some people 
need to buy if they can find the right house,” said 
Allen. 

Some sellers took homes off the market be-
cause they don’t want to let strangers in their 
houses, even with the steps agents are taking to 
keep visits short and safe. 

“I’m wearing a mask and booties and gloves 
and going through a lot of Clorox,” said Miller. 
“I’m also trying to protect my sellers. If you’re not 
a fully approved, ready-to-purchase buyer, I don’t 
think you need to be in and out of these proper-
ties. We don’t need any lookie-loos right now.”  

Her business is off 25 to 30%, but “I’m still 
getting calls and showings. Everybody’s home 

and they are looking on a multitude of web-
sites.” 

Miller had a buyer from California who 
had a contract to purchase a home. 

The sellers “had to sign several 
COVID-19 addendums saying 

the buyer could walk away 
at any point before settle-

ment if he lost employ-
ment,” she said. That 

purchaser did pull 
out. 

Agents no lon-
ger drive clients 

to see homes. They 
arrive separately, don 
the masks, gloves and 
booties and make liber-
al use of sanitizer. The 
occupants are advised 
to go for a drive or take 

a walk, and the agent and prospective buyers keep 
their distance from one another.  

Lisjak said his agents go in beforehand and 
open every door and cabinet so the clients “don’t 
touch a thing.” 

Chad Pangle went full-time into land sales in 
January after operating his own successful con-
crete construction business in Strasburg for 14 
years. Now he’s the first agent in Virginia for Il-
linois-based Whitetail Properties, selling land for 

farming, pasture, hunting and tim-
ber. 

“I’ve always had a passion for 
real estate and the outdoors,” he 
said. “I’ve been extremely busy. My 
phone is ringing off the hook.” 

“I’ve closed one property thus 
far” – an 18-acre tract in Front Royal 
backing up to the Smithsonian Con-
servation Biology Institute – “and 
I’ve acquired 16 listings with four 
to six others in the making,” he said. 
The listings range from 6 and a half 
to 260 acres. 

There was initially a significant 
drop in inquiries, “but this week 
things have really picked back up,” he 
said. “With the stock market and the 

economy taking a downturn, I think investors real-
ize that land is a great investment. It’s not going to 
disappear overnight like your mutual fund might.”  

Pangle adheres strictly to social distancing 
guidelines. “Fortunately for me we’re not working 
inside homes. For us to keep our 6-feet separation 
is pretty easy. We’re not shaking hands. We’re not 
riding in cars or UTVs with each other,” he said. 
“It’s a challenging time, no doubt about it, but I 
think we’ll get through it.” 

“I’m a Christian man and I knew beyond the 
shadow of a doubt based on the Lord’s leading that 
this was not only the industry I was supposed to be 
in but very specifically this company,” said Pangle. 
“I didn’t see the virus hitting at two months into it, 
but faith carries me through these times.” 

Chris Connell is a journalist working with the 
Piedmont Journalism Foundation. 

Home buying and selling is pinched 
-- but not stifled -- by the pandemic 

Becky and Chip Miller of Piedmont Fine Properties  

Emily Henry of Long and 
Foster 

Tray Allen of Allen Real Estate  

Chad Pangle of Whitetail Properties
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ADDICTIONS & EMOTIONAL DISTRESS SUPPORT
Due to COVID 19, St. Jude Retreat Ministries has canceled all up-
coming retreat conferences. Their professional staff of behavioral 
health instructors are available to help with one-on-one support 
via TELEPHONE or ON-LINE, at no charge. Confidentiality is 
assured.
The support is for those facing challenges with addictions and emo-
tional distress personally or through association by family, spouse or 
friend.  
St. Jude’s approach is unique and different from many of the conven-
tional methods used today. Participates will learn how complete heal-
ing and a better quality of life is very possible through the highly suc-
cessful and proven Golden Thread Method.  
St. Jude is a non-profit spiritual organization with a mission to reach 
out to those in despair through  retreats and conferences without the 
expense, inconvenience and long term commitment of an in-patient 
treatment facility. The senior instructor is a former clinical supervi-
sor for the world renowned University of Pittsburgh Medical Center 
(UPMC) with over 40 years experience in the field of behavioral health.

Call: (814) 207-7557
Email: stjuderetreat@yahoo.com

By Coy Ferrell  
tiMes staff Writer  

“Half of Fauquier County is wear-
ing my masks,” joked Erin Beau-
champ of New Baltimore, as she sat 
at her sewing machine in the base-
ment of her home.   

Since April 3, when the Cen-
ters for Disease Control began rec-
ommending the use of non-medi-
cal-grade masks in public to prevent 
the spread of the novel coronavirus, 
Beauchamp has been producing 
masks for anyone who needs them.   

She had made 1,787 by noon on 

Monday. “Today I’ll break 1,800 for 
sure,” she said, adding she can make 
about 100 in a day.   

Some masks go to specific orga-
nizations – she was planning to take 
350 to Fauquier Hospital on April 27 
– and some are picked up by friends, 
neighbors and passersby at the end 
of her driveway, where Beauchamp 
hangs masks on clotheslines each 
day, so long as it’s not raining.  

Beauchamp, a former profession-
al seamstress, runs a day care and 
teaches sewing out of her home. Her 
day care business has struggled re-
cently. “I’ve lost most of my income 
due to the pandemic,” she said.   

When the CDC began recommend-
ing everyone wear a mask in public, “I 
said, ‘All right, I can sew, I have some 
fabric,’” she said, later summing up 
her situation with a smile: “I have the 
skills and I have the time.”   

Her new sewing operation is set up 
in what is usually a classroom for her 
day care. “My play dough should be 
right here!” she laughed, pointing to the 
table now used for her sewing machine.   

Beauchamp said she has paid for 
some of the material herself, but 
most of her efforts are made possi-
ble by donations of fabric or funds to 
purchase fabric. Quilting fabric that 
is 100% cotton is the best material 
for masks, she said.   

The designs on the donated fabric 
sometimes make her smile – she was 
sewing cloth imprinted with a Christ-
mas-themed pattern on Monday. 
“Sometimes it’s a really fun surprise to 
see what’s going to be out on the line.” 
In an April 24 Facebook post she ref-
erenced a picture of one of her masks 
emblazoned with graphics from the 
Doctor Strange comic. “I really hope 
a doctor with a sense of humor gets 
the Doctor Strange mask,” adding a 
tongue-sticking-out-face emoji.   

Donations for the purchase of 
material can be made via PayPal to 
cheerdance02@hotmail.com or at 
the mask pickup site, at the 6700 
block of Kelly Road, Warrenton.  

Reach Coy Ferrell at cferrell@
fauquier.com  

‘I have the skills and I have the time’ 
Former professional seamstress produces masks for local community

TIMES STAFF PHOTOS/COY FERRELL  
Masks are available to anyone who 
needs them; so long there is no rain, 
Beauchamp sets up the clotheslines 
every day at the end of her driveway 
on Kelly Road. LEFT: Naomi Gale, of 
Warrenton, picks out a mask from 
the clotheslines set out by Erin 
Beauchamp on Kelly Road. Gale had 
heard about the free masks from a 
Facebook post created by Beauchamp 
in a local community group.  

Erin Beauchamp works at the sewing station in her basement she set up to 
produce masks. 
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By Robin Earl 
Times sTaFF WriTer 

At 4 p.m. on Wednesday, April 20, Deborah 
Panagos had just gotten off the phone with a stu-
dent who was worried about their school schedule 
for next year. A social worker who splits her time 
between Cedar Lee Middle School and Liberty 
High School, Panagos said it’s a conversation she 
has often. “Their main concerns are about their 
schedules. Kids are worried about continuity of 
learning. I tell them to relax, it’s going to be all 
right. We’ll figure it out together.” 

Panagos wants students and parents to know that 
if they are feeling sad or alone, or just want someone 
to talk to, someone is there, ready to help. 

Liberty and Cedar Lee have included a form 
on their webpages that offers a way for students to 
check in. The Google doc – under the counseling 
tab -- asks a few questions about how they are do-
ing. Do they need to talk to someone? Would they 
like to talk about academics or personal worries? 
Who would they like to talk to? 

“Some kids return the form to say they are do-
ing all right, but others request a call from a teach-
er or social worker,” said Panagos. Social work-
ers, psychologists and school counselors at each 
school receive the forms and follow up to make 
sure someone has gotten back to the student. 

“Some kids ask to speak with me because we 
already have a relationship, others have a question 
for a teacher or someone else,” said Panagos. “They 
have stressors at home, with relationships, they’re 
worried about not being able to keep up with their 
schoolwork, or sometimes they just want to talk.” 

When school is in session, Panagos has an 
individual caseload and also runs nine different 
groups, five at Cedar Lee and four at Liberty. At 
the middle school, she works with students on so-
cial skills, emotional regulation, anger manage-
ment and behaviors. At Liberty, the groups work 
on future goals, empathy and moral reasoning as 
well as working with a team. 

“I can see more kids when we work in groups,” 
she said. 

Of course, group counseling isn’t happening 
now, so Panagos communicates with students as 
much as possible over the phone. 

“I love my job,” she said. “Everyone at both of 
my schools is very kid-focused.” 

She is looking forward to getting back to 
school. “I miss the kids,” she said. 
John Flemming 

John Flemming is a school social worker who 
works with students at Fauquier High School 
and Auburn Middle School. While schools have 
been closed, he said, he’s been calling students or 
connecting over Zoom. “I’ve been in touch with 
certain students that I’ve been concerned about, 
and I’ve had some people ask me to reach out to 
others.” 

Flemming said that the break in routine, the 
lack of daily structure and the extra strain placed 
on everyone because of the forced confinement 
has been difficult for some students. 

“We work on ways to relieve that stress … The 
most important thing is that kids have to have a 
sense of purpose. They need to have goals. What-
ever they are trying to accomplish, whether it’s 
schoolwork, housework or working in the yard, 
every student should have something they can 
look back on at the end of the day and feel good 
about.” 

He encourages students to manage their time 
as if they were in school. Routine is important. 

Flemming has his five children at home, so 
understands that stressors exist now that didn’t a 
month ago. His oldest, 28, worked in the theater, 
so is out of work. Flemming also has a 21-year-
old at Mary Washington trying to manage online 
learning. Some of those classes are in acting, “so 

that’s different,” he 
said. 

His other three 
children are in high 
school; one is set to 
graduate this year. 
“They are worried 
about having what 
they need, not being 
able to see friends, not 
having a graduation 
…” 

And of course, 
there are the practical 
concerns. “The toilet 
paper shortage provid-
ed some anxious mo-
ments for our family 
of seven, but we’re OK 
now,” he said. 

Flemming said he has been pleased to see how 
teachers are stepping up to be creative. “One gen-
tleman has been doing science experiments on-
line with the kids. It brings everyone together.” 
Despite teachers’ best efforts, though, he believes 
that the student engagement in online learning is 
minimal. “Some teachers say only 10% of stu-
dents are participating.” 

The social worker suggested a few signs par-
ents can look for if they suspect their child is 
having a hard time with social isolation. “Parents 
should watch their children’s sleep patterns, how 
they’re eating; has their mood changed, has there 
been unexplained weight loss? Parents can look at 
their children’s arms and legs to be sure they are 
not cutting themselves.” And Flemming encour-
aged parents to keep an eye on what their children 
are looking at on social media. 

“Kids are worried about their schoolwork,” 
said Flemming. “They are stressed about the time 
they are missing … and some kids are worried 
about the disease and how it might affect them 
and their families.” He said that the situation puts 
extra pressure on relationships as well. 

“Stay positive,” he said. “It’s a gift to be togeth-
er as a family. Keep moving forward.” 
The Mental Health Association  
of Fauquier County 

Sallie Morgan, executive director of the Men-
tal Health Association of Fauquier County, said 
that – with or without the coronavirus -- anxiety 
among adolescents is on the rise. Mental Health 
America's national screening center has seen a 
more than 130% increase in anxiety screenings, 
and 74% of those have been individuals under 
25 years of age. The severity of the symptoms 

described by those being screened has also in-
creased, she said. She said that nine out of 10 of 
those under age 25 who have been screened have 
moderate to severe symptoms. 

Morgan said that her organization can help fam-
ilies find counseling resources if needed. She said 
on April 24, “I just got off of a Zoom check-in with 
Frank Finn [Associate Superintendent for Student 
Services and Special Education] from the Fauquier 
Schools about what they are hearing from students/
families and how their social workers and counsel-
ors are responding to concerns as they arise.”   

She said that the Mental Health Association is 
keeping in close touch with providers in the  com-
munity to find out who is able to take new clients, 
who is willing to relax fees so they are able to 
see those with limited incomes, and how they are 
connecting, which is mostly by phone or online.  

“We have offered to support the school coun-
selors in finding therapeutic resources for chil-
dren and adolescents and are also offering that 
same service to the community at large,” she said. 
She suggested that parents call Brittany Dwyer at 
MHAFC at 540-341-8732.  

She added, “We also have a number of resourc-
es on our website, including tips for coping with 
COVID-related anxiety, access to both anxiety 
and depression screening tools, and a comprehen-
sive database of local providers.”   

Deborah Panagos is a social worker at Liberty High 
School and Cedar Lee Middle School. 

School social workers check in with teens while they are home from school 

John Flemming is a 
social worker at Fauquier 
High School and Auburn 
Middle School. 

Graduating seniors at Fauquier High School, 
Kettle Run High School, Liberty High School 
and Southeastern Alternative School will be able 
to participate in a graduation ceremony, even in 
the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

School officials announced Tuesday morning that 
individual graduation ceremonies will be held on 
each high school’s stadium athletic field throughout 
the week of May 18 to 22. Southeastern’s graduation 
celebration will be held May 27 at the school.  

Each graduate will be given a personal time 
to walk across the stage and receive their diplo-
ma as their name is announced. Parents and/or 
guardians may accompany the graduate onto the 
field. Photographers will be present to capture 
the experience, the announcement said. 

All schools will adhere to social distancing 
guidelines throughout the events.  

Traditionally, each school creates a gradua-

tion video available to students and families at 
the conclusion of the commencement exercises. 
A letter to graduates from the four high school 
principals stated, “This year, the videos will in-
clude a compilation of the graduation ceremo-
nies, speeches, and Superintendent of Schools 
David Jeck’s message to confer diplomas, pro-
claiming the Class of 2020 as official graduates.”  

More information will be mailed to graduates 
later this week. 

The letter concluded, “While the circumstances 
we face mean that our Class of 2020 FCPS grad-
uations will not resemble ceremonies of the past, 
these same circumstances provide us the chance 
to create a legacy unique to this year’s graduating 
class. We are excited about that opportunity!”  

The letter was signed by all the Fauquier 
County high school principals: Meaghan Brill 
(Kettle Run) Sam Cox (Liberty), Kraig Kelican 
(Fauquier) and Shelly Neibauer (Southeastern). 

Class of 2020 graduation plans announced 
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By Betsy Burke Parker 
special To The Times 

Fauquier’s biggest sporting event 
may happen next month. 

You can’t go. 
That’s the way it’s going to work 

at Gold Cup according to Gov. Ralph 
Northam and race co-chair Al Grif-
fin. The 95th Virginia Gold Cup 
may run June 27 – rescheduled from 
May 2 -- and the 100th Middleburg 
Spring Races on June 13, Griffin 
said, but it won’t be like anything 
anyone has ever seen. 

Virginia guidelines do not cur-
rently allow spectators at sporting 
events. This year won’t be the tra-
ditional, al fresco tailgate party for 
50,000 spectators that Gold Cup has 
become, Griffin said. Instead, it will 
be strictly about supporting horse 

sports at the grassroots – participant 
– level.   

“Everyone in the (steeplechase) 
game has been so positive” about 
retaining this small portion of the 

schedule, Griffin said. Five Virginia 
point-to-points were canceled alto-

gether due to the COVID-19 crisis, 

Virginia Gold Cup scheduled  
for June 27. But you’re not invited. 
Fauquier’s signature 
sporting event to run 
without an audience 

PHOTO BY BETSY BURKE PARKER

Though up to 50,000 spectators attend the Virginia Gold Cup races annually 
since it first ran in 1922, the rescheduled version this year will be conducted in 
an empty house.

By Coy Ferrell 
Times sTaFF WriTer 

“This is scary. This is really 
scary,” said Donna Alger, 52, of 
Warrenton. Alger was laid off on 
March 20 from her administrative 

job at Appleton Campbell, where she 
had worked for four and a half years.  

She moved to Warrenton to be 
close to that job, she said, and so 
far, she hasn’t heard anything from 

COVID-19 leaves more than 
3,600 in Fauquier without a job 

The novel coronavirus pandemic 
and the subsequent restrictions on 
public gatherings and businesses have 
dealt a devastating blow to the labor 
force, both locally and throughout 
the United States. The number of 
unemployment claims has already 
exceeded those seen at the height of 
the Great Recession a decade ago.    

Historic unemployment 
takes a personal toll

See PERSONAL TOLL, page 4See UNEMPLOYMENT, page 4

See GOLD CUP, page 5

By Coy Ferrell  
Times sTaFF WriTer  

Gov. Ralph Northam announced 
Monday that some restrictions on 
restaurants, retail, fitness, personal 
care, grooming and entertainment 
businesses will “likely” end on Fri-
day, May 15, a week later than orig-
inally mandated (see page 3). The 
date is contingent on several public 
health indicators, the governor said.   

Although many restaurants and 
other food service businesses have 
been able to conduct some sales 
by offering takeout and delivery, 
dining rooms have been closed 
throughout the state since March 
24; hair salons have been forced to 
close altogether.   

Neal Wavra, owner of Field & 
Main Restaurant in Marshall, said 
he is taking a cautious approach to 
returning to pre-pandemic opera-
tions. As far as immediate plans for 
the restaurant, the governor’s order 
“doesn’t change anything at the 
moment. We’re going to maintain 
course.”   

The restaurant’s operations had 
been retooled toward a takeout 
model, he said, and there would be 
a significant investment required to 
shift business operations back to-
ward the dining room. “A percent-
age opening is not in our interest at 
this point,” he said of the possibility 
of limited dine-in service.   

“We learned there is a viable busi-
ness with the ‘to-go’ model,” and 

Local business 
owners cautious 
about reopening  

See LOCAL BUSINESS, page 8
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nesses as well. What other opportunities are 
there to push value to food and beverage busi-
nesses? Businesses cannot save their way to 
success. They need to drive revenue.” 

Mayor Carter Nevill said, “Passing this 
would not preclude us doing something more. 
That’s an entirely different discussion. Let’s 
pass this resolution and discuss other resolu-
tions that are incentives for the economy at a 
later time.” 

In the end, council members voted to approve 
the ordinance, but agreed to discuss other ways 
to help businesses – like a reduction in utility 
bills, for instance -- at a later time. 

Nevill admitted, “We are flying blind. We 
don’t yet know what businesses’ concerns are.” 
He asked Warrenton business owners who may 
have been listening to the Zoom call to, “Please 
let us know. Stimulus checks help with this 
month, but not the next four. It’s customers we 
need more than anything. And whatever help 
we provide, it must be equitable.” 

Brett Hamby (Ward 3) added, “We need to be 
prepared for long haul. We need to give as much 
relief as we can.” 

Carter agreed, “We are going to continue to 
make new discoveries, to find new solutions for 
the next 18 months.” 

Nevill pointed out that a new town council 
would be taking over in July. “If we find that the 
suffering is greater than anticipated, the new 
council can reassess.” 

At least two of the town’s wards will have 
new councilmen; Jerry Wood (Ward 1) and 
Robert Kravetz (Ward 4) are retiring. Contested 
seats in Ward 2 and 5 will be decided in a May 
19 election. Hamby is running unopposed. 

Councilman Sean Polster (at large) said, 
“COVID relief needs to be broader than just 
waiving taxes.” He suggested that the coun-
cil continue discussions as they consider the 
FY2021 budget in the weeks ahead. 

Schaeffer explained that because the town’s 
tax structure is dependent on businesses, the 
town could forfeit up to 40% of revenue in cer-
tain categories of taxes that are reliant on a good 
economy. 

Nevill admitted that uncertainty is going to 
complicate the budget process. “We are going 
to have to approve a budget with a lot of as-
sumptions. It will be imperfect.” 

along with a dozen National Steeplechase Associ-
ation spring meets. “(This) is about doing every-
thing we can to support those horsemen who have 
still gotten up every morning to train and prepare 
their horses for racing. This gives them the hope 
of getting to run.” 

As new NSA president, Griffin inherited a 
complicated task to helm American jump racing. 
“There’s a spirit among horsemen that quitting 
just isn’t an option. 

“That’s why we’re doing this.” 
After Northam’s Monday news conference, 

Griffin submitted a letter to Northam and Virgin-
ia agriculture secretary Bettina Ring, outlining 
how the region’s two biggest sporting events can 
work – no spectators, with traceable monitoring 
of competitors and support staff. 

In lieu of an on-site audience, both meets will 
be livestreamed online. There will be no pari-mu-
tuel wagering at Gold Cup. 

“Al is doing a helluva job making this work,” 
said Middleburg Spring Races president Doug 
Fout. Virginia’s oldest steeplechase meet, the 
Middleburg Spring Races was established in 1921. 
The 100th running is especially meaningful, Fout 
said, and “we’re doing everything we can, every 
day, to make it go. 

“We’re taking a huge (financial) hit, so there 
will be a reduction in purses. But we (want) to ac-
commodate horsemen.” 

The Glenwood Park racecourse is in great shape, 
Fout added: “The grass is like a carpet.” Turf growth 
has been amazing this year, he said, from spring 
rains and cooler-than-normal temperatures. 

The rest of the 2020 race schedule is expected 
to continue as planned, with Colonial Downs near 
Richmond hosting a summer turf festival meet 
July 23 to Aug. 29, likely with normal spectator 
attendance by then, officials say.  

Shenandoah Downs’ harness meet is Sept. 2 to 
Oct. 17. 

The rescheduled Old Dominion Hounds Point-
to-Point kicks off the fall steeplechase season 
Sept. 12, with Blue Ridge Sept. 19. The Foxfield 
Fall Races are Oct. 5, Virginia Fall Oct. 10 and 
International Gold Cup Oct. 24. The Montpelier 
Hunt Races run Nov. 7. 

“We have to rethink this game from a race meet 
director’s standpoint,” Griffin said. “We can’t do 
away with the social aspect of it completely, but 
there need to be two or three tiers in place – min-
imal attendees, business as usual and something 
in between.”

Faux shows, not no-shows 
Redefining the term horse “show,” some area 

events have gone digital to support the sport horse in-
dustry. Competitors post videos of themselves jump-
ing a course at a prescribed height, or working an 
individual pattern or test, explained Kathy Locke at 
Locke Meadows. Recognized judges score and place 
“classes,” all in good fun, said Locke. It’s a way to 
retain interest until sports events can reopen. 

“We’re taking it one day at a time,” echoed 
Georgiana Price-Spencer of Spencer Sport Horse. 
The Hume facility canceled March, April and 
May shows, though they hope to return to a nor-
mal schedule soon, Spencer said. 

Trainer and sales agent Kristy Willwerth said 
her Picturesque Farm near Opal was briefly “at a 
standstill” in March, but the last few weeks have 
seen a return to near-normal. “A lot of people are 
still purchasing off videos or off my word over the 
phone, but now (more) are coming to try horses in 

person. We ... meet clients in the ring and hand off 
the horse to them to try. 

“We follow CDC guidelines with few people in 
the barn, wiping the bars, stall doors, bathrooms, all 
surfaces down with bleach and disinfectant twice a 
day, as well as offering hand sanitizer and soap. 

“Horses and farm life in general lead well to so-
cial distancing as it is. You’re outside in the fresh air. 
It is a bit of an individual sport. I think if you were 
downtown D.C., you have a very different view. 
Someone living in a row of townhouses is not going 
to feel the same as someone on a 230-acre farm. 

“I feel that for many people this mental toll would 
be too much without their animals. If gyms and sa-
lons are allowed to open May 8, there [is] no ques-
tion the horse business will start opening as well.” 

COVID-19 affects  
other horse events, businesses 

Great Meadow Twilight Polo season has been 
tentatively scheduled to kick off June 13, said di-
rector of communications Kira Topeka. The plan 
is to extend the season into October, she added, to 
make up for games and tournaments lost in May. 
Willow Run Polo owner-trainer German Noguera 
said another complicating factor is the current 
travel restrictions on players and support staff. 
“As soon as we are allowed to play and offer polo 
school, we will be ready to go,” Noguera said.   

Local tack repair shops report an uptick in 
business. “People have got time on their hands 
to dig around and find stuff to get repaired,” ex-
plained owner Skeeter Hembry. “I haven’t seen 
any decrease (in work) at all.” 

Skeeters Tack celebrated 51 years in business 
last week; he opened May 2, 1969, in Fairfax Cir-
cle, moving to Clifton and, most recently, to New 
Baltimore. 

Meetze Station Park is expanding, too, with a 
new show arena and trails open to RideFauquier 
club members. Club president Jinx Fox said in light 
of current health restrictions, they won’t hold a grand 
opening ceremony until later this summer. 

“We realize local equestrians need a place to ride, 
especially in light of the current restrictions,” Fox 
said. Trails and arena use are limited to members, 
though membership to RideFauquier is open to all. 
A fundraising drive is underway to help underwrite 
the arena, she added, since the club’s benefit events 
in March, April and May were canceled. 

The Aug. 20 to 23 Great Meadow International 
expanded the FEI level horse trials to include a 
preliminary division. 

Quick facts 
• The American steeplechase industry employs 

more than 1,000 people, from the executive 
level to hands-on grooms, exercise riders 
and van drivers. Nearly half of them work in 
Virginia. 

• The 2020 spring steeplechase season featured 
18 races with more than $4 million in purses, 
plus eight pre-season point-to-points in 
Virginia and another eight in Maryland and 
Pennsylvania. 

• Allowances are being made for social distancing 
for race officials, trainers, grooms, jockeys 
and staff at Gold Cup and Middleburg Spring, 
including wider distribution of racing officials, 
extra jockeys’ quarters, widely spaced owners’ 
parking, enlarged overnight stabling for horses 
and more. 

• A final decision on whether the two Virginia 
steeplechase meets will be held is expected by 
May 15. 

No spectators at Virginia Gold Cup

TOWN COUNCIL, from page 4

Town Council postpones some business taxes

GOLD CUP, from page 1

Northam says phase one 
of reopening will most 
likely begin on May 15

had effectively “flattened the curve” of COVID-19 
and that hospitals had not been overwhelmed by sick 
patients. The state has also made progress in securing 
more personal protective equipment and expanded its 
testing capabilities, Northam said.   

Additionally, Virginia Health Commissioner Dr. 
Norm Oliver said the Virginia Department of Health 
plans to ramp up the state’s contact tracing “over the 
next week or two,” by deploying around 1,000 people 
to work as contact tracers in the Commonwealth, a 
key component of the state’s strategy to reopen.   

But even as the state has seen progress in its 
COVID-19 response, Northam continued to urge cau-
tion.   

“I want to make it very clear. This virus is still here. It 
has not gone away, and it will not go away until we have 
a vaccination. That may be hopefully at the end of this 
year or another year or two,” Northam said.  

Even as the state moves toward easing some re-
strictions, Northam said, “we must continue to be-
have more cautiously than before. We must not relax.”  

REOPEN, from page 3
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TOWN ELECTIONS MAY 19. SEE Q&A WITH WARRENTON CANDIDATES, PAGE 8. 

By Christopher Connell
PiedmonT Journalism FoundaTion

It was Friday afternoon March 
13, the end of the third quarter for 
Fauquier County schools, and a 
half day for students. M.M. Pierce 
Elementary School kindergarten 
teacher Lauren Brill was still there 
working mid-afternoon when the 
principal made the announcement: 
Gov. Ralph Northam has just closed 
schools for two weeks because of the 
novel coronavirus. 

“I started bawling my eyes out. I 
was beside myself,” said Brill, who 
had realized this was a possibility 
as the pandemic spread across the 
country, but didn’t anticipate the 
suddenness. “You won’t get to expe-
rience anything more with your kids 
for who knows how long.” 

Jerry Hull, a veteran fifth-grade 
science and social studies teacher at 
Brumfield Elementary, said, “That 
Friday we didn’t realize that was go-

ing to be the last day we ever taught 
those kids.” Ten days later, the gov-
ernor closed schools for the rest of 
the academic year, setting off a 
statewide scramble to figure out how 
to make the best of a bad situation 
and help children and teens keep 
learning while stuck at home. 

Now, in week eight of the clo-
sure, teachers, parents and students 
are becoming accustomed to, if not 
entirely comfortable with, the world 
of education at a distance, where 
almost nothing is graded, no new 
material is introduced and teachers 
check in on students by email, phone 
or over the website Blackboard, and 
hold virtual class meetings and “of-
fice hours” once or twice a week. 
Parents, involuntary home-school-
ers, do their best to keep children on 
school tasks an hour or two a day, of-
ten while juggling full-time, remote 
jobs of their own. 

“There is no perfect answer to all of 

A school year abruptly interrupted, and slowly salvaged 

By Robin Earl 
Times sTaFF WriTer 

The Fauquier County school 
division announced last week that 
the three county high schools and 
Southeastern Alternative School 
will hold in-person graduation 
ceremonies between May 18 and 
22. Each senior – one at a time -- 
will receive their diploma at their 
school in the company of their 
parents and/or guardians. 

Because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, it will be a commencement 
with no friends, no speeches, no 
crowds. 

Some students have expressed 
regret that in addition to losing 
half of their senior year, they are 
also being denied a traditional 
graduation ceremony.  

Will Hunter, a senior at Kettle 
Run High School, wrote in a let-
ter to the Fauquier Times, “While 
we, as a class, recognize the ex-
ceedingly difficult situation that 
the administration is in due to the 
virus, the present plan feels more 
like a photo-op than a graduation 
ceremony. 

“The current arrangement 
would have individual, isolated 
appointments take place over a 
four-day period from May 18 to 
22, on each school’s campus. This 
decision was made without con-
sulting the graduating students 
[at Kettle Run], as neither the se-
nior class president, nor the stu-
dent body president were aware of 
plans being made.” 

Students at Kettle Run creat-
ed a petition entitled, Push Back 
FCPS1 Graduations. As of Mon-
day night, the document had 1,056 
signatures. 

The petition says, “We have 
waited four years to experience 
pivotal moments such as our senior 

Students lament 
graduation without 
pomp, because of 
circumstance 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL 
Carly Hammond, 14, an eighth-grader at 
Warrenton Middle School, practices ballet 
at her home in Warrenton; her father, 
Mike, built the barre (left) from scraps 
stored in the garage after business and 
school closures began in mid-March. 
Carly has regular ballet lessons over 
Zoom through the Lasley Centre.   See SCHOOL, page 2

By Daniel Berti and Coy Ferrell 
Times sTaFF WriTers

Phase one of Gov. Ralph Northam’s 
statewide plan to lift emergency re-
strictions put in place during the pan-
demic is set to begin Friday, May 15 – 
in parts of the state including Fauquier 
County -- but the restrictions will re-
main in place in some Northern Vir-
ginia localities after elected officials 
requested the governor take a regional 
approach to lifting COVID-19 restric-
tions. 

On Saturday, local officials from 
the counties of Arlington, Fairfax, 
Loudoun, and Prince William, and 
the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, 
Falls Church, Manassas, Manassas 
Park, as well as the towns of Dum-
fries, Herndon, Leesburg, and Vien-
na formally requested that Executive 
Order 55 be amended to remain in 
effect in those jurisdictions longer 
than in the rest of the state.  

Some COVID-19 restrictions will lift Friday 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
More than 100 people attended a “Reopen Fauquier County Rally” on Saturday. 
See page 5. See REOPEN, page 5See GRADUATION, page 4
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Why choose Walnut Grove 
Child Care Center?

We offer:
A Clean Safe Environment

A Caring, Loving, Qualified Staff
Custom Food

Educational Curriculum
We encourage Parent Participation

Three locations in the Bealeton and Warrenton areas. 
Open 6:30 am to 6:30 pm

Call today! For enrollment information call:
540-439-2500; 540-349-9656 or 540-347-0116

Walnut Grove Child Care Centers have been open 
and providing quality care during the Covid-19.

Town of Warrenton refuse collection, Memorial Day schedule 
Because of the Memorial Day holiday on Monday, May 25, there will be no 

refuse collection in the Town of Warrenton that day. Monday’s and Tuesday’s 
refuse will be picked up on Tuesday, May 26.  

Regular recycling collections will be accomplished on Wednesday 
(cardboard, newspaper and recycling bags) and on Thursday and Friday, 
there will be regular refuse collection. 

prom, final senior sports seasons, a 
fun senior prank and other trips and 
experiences which arrive with the 
end of our 13 years of public educa-
tion. All of these many things have 
been taken away from us … 

“… we, the class of 2020 from 
Fauquier, Kettle Run, Liberty, and 
Southeastern would much rather 
wait until we are able to hold tradi-
tional graduation than have an indi-
vidual celebration. We would adhere 
to social distancing guidelines in 
July/August if it meant we could cel-
ebrate together.” 

In response to a question about 
the school division’s decision, Tara 
Helkowski, FCPS spokeswoman 
said, “We realize that not everyone 
is happy with the plans, but we are 
confident that this is our best op-
tion given the circumstances. Our 
top priority is to keep our students, 
staff and families safe. We are also 
committed to providing an in-per-
son celebration to commemorate this 
important milestone in our students’ 
lives. If we chose to wait, there would 
be no guarantee that a traditional 
ceremony could take place, and if it 
did, the timing would exclude some 
of our students who may no longer 
be in the area.” 

Hunter said in an interview last 
week, “I know how difficult this time 
has been for the administration and 
I give my full support to the admin-
istration through this … They are 
stepping on shattered glass trying to 
navigate the governor’s orders and 
the seniors who are leaving early. I 
know they can’t please everyone. 

“If this is the only way to have 
a graduation, that would be disap-
pointing but understandable. But 
students needed to give their in-
put and that wasn’t done. If we had 
been a part of the process, we’d have 
less problem with it. This is the last 
chance we have to do something as a 
student body.”  

Liberty Principal Sam Cox said 
that leadership at Liberty met with 
senior class officers via Google the 
last week of April to get their input. 

Kettle Run senior Gabriella Bi-
asillo was also disappointed in the 
decision for a pared-down gradua-
tion. She rushed to explain though, 
“In no way do my opinions reflect 
any disappointment from any of the 
teachers that have educated me at 
my time at Kettle Run High School. 
Each of them has helped me grow as 
both a student and a person.” 

But she added, “Prince William 
and Loudoun county schools have 
each pushed their graduation dates 
until the first week of August. They 
are planning to adhere to social dis-

tancing by utilizing limited tickets 
for graduation. The state of Vir-
ginia is reopening starting as early 
as May 15, so I don’t believe there 
is any reason that we cannot push 
back graduation until a later date 
to give the opportunity of having 
a commencement with individuals 
we have grown up with and family 
members outside of our parent/legal 
guardian.” 

Hunter and Biasillo pointed out 
that some of the graduation times 
were at the same time as Advanced 
Placement tests, but Helkowki said, 
“School administrators will certain-
ly work around AP testing. Schools 
mailed appointment times and grad-
uation details to seniors and their 
families last week.  If a graduate 
could not make their scheduled time, 
schools worked with families to 
make other arrangements.” 

Olivia Louden, a senior at Fauqui-
er High School, agreed with the Ket-
tle Run contingent, “I want to thank 
all of FCPS for doing the best they 
can. I just don’t see how this individ-
ual graduation is going to be special 
when our grandparents can’t even 
come to watch us graduate.” 

Helkowsi said not all seniors are 
disappointed with the plans. She 
said, “For example, Liberty High 
School's senior class officers were 
happy to hear a ceremony would take 
place because they initially thought 
they would be receiving their diplo-
mas by mail.” 

She continued, “We are proud of 
our school administrators and staff 
who are working tirelessly to make 
this event as special as possible for 
our seniors. We also want to thank 
the PATH Foundation for gracious-
ly arranging photography at each of 
our locations.” 

Louden, Biasillo and Hunter all 
said they felt that they would have 
liked to have had a place at the table 
when options were being discussed. 
Biasillo said that she contacted the 
administration over the weekend 
and shared the petition. She suggest-
ed a Zoom call could be arranged to 
discuss the issue, but the administra-
tion declined, she said. 

She added, “I personally am 
proud of my efforts and will know in 
my heart that I have absolutely zero 
regrets because I tried. I fought for 
what I believed and was persistent 
and passionate.” 

Biasillo, who will be majoring 
in biology with a pre-med track at 
James Madison University next year, 
said that the pandemic “has made 
me learn not to take anything for 
granted because it all could be gone 
in an instant. No one knew March 13 
would be our last day as a student in 
our high school in Fauquier County.” 

Students lament graduation without 
pomp, because of circumstance 
GRADUATION, from page 1

Staff Reports 

The Piedmont Environmental 
Council raised more than $15,000 to 
purchase milk from a Reston-head-
quartered dairy cooperative and do-
nate it to two local food banks. The 
money was raised by private donors 
and a $5,000 grant from the PATH 
Foundation.  

The milk will be donated initially to 
Fauquier Community Food Bank and 
Rappahannock Food Pantry. Addition-
ally, PEC is “exploring the possibility 
of replicating or adapting the effort in 
Albemarle County and other areas of 
the northern Piedmont region,” said a 
May 11 press release from the PEC. 

“Our initial expectations, based 
on conversations with these two food 
banks was that there was a need for 
about 250 gallons per week,” said 
Matt Coyle, the PEC Buy Fresh Buy 
Local coordinator, in a May 11 email.  

He continued, “We expected to raise 
about $10,000 but are thrilled that our 
supporters have been so enthusiastic 
about the initiative and have generously 
exceeded our initial expectations.” 

The milk will be purchased from 
Maryland & Virginia Milk Produc-
ers Cooperative Association - which 
is comprised of about 1,000 pro-
ducers on the east coast - through a 
subsidiary, Maola Milk & Ice Cream 

Company, based in North Carolina. 
Ken Smith, the owner of Cool 

Lawn Farm and Moo Thru in Rem-
ington, helped coordinate the pur-
chase. Cool Lawn Farm is a member 
of the MVMPCA. “This transac-
tion supports all local dairy farms,” 
Smith said of the PEC purchase. 
“Cool Lawn Farm and Moo Thru 
receive no financial compensation in 
this transaction.” 

In the press release, Coyle said, 
“We saw an opportunity, and felt a 
responsibility, to step in to support 
local producers while helping the 
food insecure through two local 
food pantries.” 

The press release quoted Smith 
as saying, “Before the shut-down, 
about 30 to 40 percent of our total 
milk production was processed and 
distributed to school-based nutrition 
programs in and around Virginia 
Beach, Newport News, and Norfolk. 

“But when schools shut down in 
March, we found ourselves without 
a viable avenue to sell and distribute 
that milk. On top of that, Moo Thru 
has lost about 30 to 40 percent of its 
business as well,” Smith said.  

According to the press release, 
milk purchased through the program 
will be first distributed on May 14. 
Regular deliveries will take place 
“for at least the next two months.”  

Piedmont Environmental Council 
raises $15,000 to purchase, 
distribute milk for food banks
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By John Hagarty 
Times ConTribuTing WriTer 

Jimmy Mauro, the general manager of the South 
Wales Golf Course in Jeffersonton, has no experience 
as a hospital administrator. But after the rigors of try-
ing to maintain a safe and “squeaky-clean” clubhouse 
and golf course during the COVID-19 crisis, he might 
have some relevant qualifications. 

From early morning until the gates close at sun-
set, Mauro and his staff are cleaning, disinfecting 
and making sure his customers 
practice social distancing. Mau-
ro is doing repeat duty at South 
Wales. He was the head pro back in 
the 1990s and a former member of 
the PGA. He is also a retired feder-
al police officer. 

“We are seeing a lot of play-
ers from around the region play-
ing here since many courses are 
closed. I’m getting players from 
Northern Virginia, Maryland, and, 
of course, our loyal tri-county golf-
ers,” said Mauro. “It’s gratifying.” 

The governor has allowed Vir-
ginia golf courses to remain open. A typical 
course is up to 200 acres and groups of four or 
fewer are generally 150 yards or more away from 
each other. 

Tommy Thompson owns the golf course. A 
third-generation home builder, his grandfather 
was a carpenter, and his father Ken was a profes-
sional builder as well.  

Upon graduating high school, Thompson 
picked up a hammer and never looked back. To-
day, he owns Benchmark Homes, headquartered 
in Richmond. When asked how he is keeping the 
course operating, he said, “If it wasn’t for my 
staff, we wouldn’t be there. They are a very dedi-
cated crew committed to serving the public.  

“I do everything from afar since I live in Rich-
mond. I talk to Jimmy two and three times a day 
to assess the situation. It’s not only Jimmy and the 
clubhouse employees, but our course superinten-
dent, Johnny Smith, and his guys who are keeping 
the course looking great. It’s a total team effort,” 
Thompson said. 

Protocols 
What’s different today from six weeks ago? 

Almost everything except the players’ handicaps. 
The changes start as you walk up the steps to the 
clubhouse. 

A table outside the clubhouse displays the 
COVID-19-inspired course rules. “We permit 
only one golfer at a time inside the clubhouse and 
in the restrooms. But that’s only the beginning 
of our COVID protocols. We sanitize each credit 
card and pen every time they are touched,” said 

Mauro. 
The club serves no hot food. 

Only packaged candy, crackers, 
chips, soft drinks and beer are 
available.  

“All range balls are disinfected 
with Clorox and Dawn detergent 
after use,” Mauro said. “There 
are no water coolers on the course 
because we do not want players 
touching them. Ball washers have 
also been removed. I even sanitize 
the handrails as you walk up the 
steps to the pro shop," he added.  

One change most players readily 
embrace is 6-inch sections of swimmer’s noodles 
that are placed in every hole on the greens. The 
blue foam inserts block putts from dropping into 

the hole, so if the ball just grazes the foam, it’s in. 
The flag pin is never touched.  

When carts are returned after a round, every-
thing a player touches is sanitized, including the 
floorboards. 

Mauro said, “We intend to do everything we 
need to do to stay open. We are adhering to all 
state and federal guidelines for golf courses. All 
of these actions are for the health and safety of our 
guests. I also need to protect my employees too.” 

When carts are available, it’s one player per 
cart. But due to the high volume of players, all 
the carts may be in play by mid-day, especially on 
weekends. In those situations, a player can walk 
or elect to ride with another player. “I had 118 
players last Sunday and only 34 carts, so it’s obvi-
ous, on occasion, we can’t always assign a cart to 
a single player,” Mauro said. 

“The public is suffering from cabin fever. Al-
most everyone coming here thanks us for keeping 
the course open. Over 300 players a week are en-
joying golfing in some of the nicest spring weath-
er in years.” 

Mauro said his rates are as competitive as most 
courses in the region. Weekday rates with a cart 
are $39; $44 on weekends. Seniors, law enforce-
ment personal, veterans, first responders, women 
and juniors pay $35 and $40. 
The players 

Mauro said that compliments on the course 
conditions have been numerous. “It’s the best 
shape it’s been in in years,” he said.  

Indeed, it’s not hard to find players eager to 
share their take on the course and its conditions.  

Ron Philips, a retired U.S. Army command 
sergeant major, lives in Haymarket. “I golfed the 
last three weeks here and have found everyone 
well-trained in the disinfection process. Jimmy is 
down-to-earth and takes care of your needs. The 
course is in good shape. It’s the only one I’m go-
ing to play until this thing clears up,” he said.  

Ron Rosson lives in Richardsville, Virginia, 
and is an off-from-work machinist. He said, “The 
course has come back from a few years ago. It’s 
very playable today. The more you play it, the eas-
ier it becomes. The course staff is doing an excel-
lent job."  

Jason Kidwell is the owner of Explore Kitch-
ens and lives in Mclean. “My good friend went 
to Langley High School with me and now lives 
in Sperryville, so this is his home course. I’m out 
here because they have closed most of the Fairfax 
County park golf courses. Once a week, I come 
out here to play with my buddy. South Wales is 
absolutely fantastic and has fast greens. It has one 
of the nicest staff I've encountered at any of the 
courses I’ve played,” he said. 

South Wales’ general manager sums up his 
goal in staying open, “We want golfers to come 
out and get away from this terrible virus. We want 
them to relax for four or five hours and have a 
good time.” 

South Wales Golf Course works to 
maintain safe venue during health crisis 

TIMES STAFF PHOTOS/COY FERRELL 
South Wales Golf Course staff members stand outside the clubhouse entrance.

Renee Davis, of South 
Wales Golf Course, 
hoses down a golf 
cart after it was used 
by a client out on the 
course. During the 
pandemic, carts are 
soaked with a bleach 
mixture, sprayed and 
wiped down after each 
use. 

“We permit only 
one golfer at a 
time inside the 
clubhouse and in 
the restrooms… 
All range balls are 
disinfected with 
Clorox and Dawn 
detergent after 
each use.”

JIMMY MAURO
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Fauquier businesses take 
individual approaches to 
Forward Virginia Phase 1 

By Aimée O’Grady 
special To The fauquier Times 

On Friday, May 15, Executive Or-
der 61 went into effect, signaling the 
beginning of the first phase of the 
Forward Virginia plan for much of 
the state. Phase 1 aims to gradually 
ease public health restrictions while 
containing the spread of COVID-19; 
it remains in effect until midnight on 
June 10, unless amended or rescind-
ed by further executive order.  

Some Fauquier businesses were 
eager to reopen their doors Friday, 
but others chose to maintain the 
business practices they adopted in 
March; they are not quite ready to 
embrace the challenges that Phase 1 
offers. 

In Old Town Warrenton, Cammie 
Fuller, owner of The Open Book 
(104 Main St., 540-878-5358), stated 
in a blog post dated May 14 that her 
store would not be among the busi-
nesses reopening. Some safety items 
have not yet been received for use in 
the store -- a plexiglass divider for 
the checkout counter, hand sanitiz-
ing items and single-use gloves.  

On the morning of May 15, Full-
er said she walked to work and “sent 
good vibes to everyone opening. 
We have all been through so much. 
I have received warm responses 
from customers and fellow busi-
ness owners that we need to do what 
we feel is right.” She continued, “I 
have worked harder in the past two 
months than I have since opening 
the store. It would be easier to just 
reopen, but we just aren’t there yet. I 
don’t have what we need.” 

Her neighbors Jeanne-Marie 
and Maximilian Tufts at The Town 
Duck (100 Main St.; 540-347-723) 
took ownership of the business from 
long-time owner Annette Johnson 
on March 7, fewer than 10 days be-
fore at-home orders went into ef-
fect. “We rely on foot traffic,” said 
Jeanne-Marie Tufts. “We have no 
ecommerce system and no plans to 
implement one.”  

She admitted that the cancellation 
or postponement of all gatherings 
greater than 10 people has impacted 
the gift side of the shop. “We have 
a lot of gifts for weddings, gradua-
tions and can add to any tailgate par-
ty,” she said.  

She has relied on FaceTime and 
texting to communicate with her 
customers. Considered an essential 
business because the shop sells food 
and wine, the store did not see any 
changes with Phase 1 in place.  

With Phase 2, she hopes business 
will continue to improve. “Our cus-
tomers have all been patient with the 
changes and the town has been re-
sponsive to our questions,” she said. 
“This isn’t how you want to kick off 
a new business or entrepreneurial 
adventure. Everyone is mindfully 
approaching the gradual reopening. 
We hope for big changes in the next 

few weeks,” she said about the antic-
ipated return of foot traffic. 

Twelve miles north, in Marshall, 
The Whole Ox (8357 W. Main St.; 
540-724-1650) has been closed to 
customers since March. But owner 
Amanda Luhowiak has added curb-
side pickup and delivery, both of 
which have been well received. She 
did not anticipate any changes with 
Phase 1; customers are still not per-
mitted in the shop.  

“We have welcomed new cus-
tomers who are unable to find what 
they need at the grocery store,” said 
Luhowiak. “Other new customers 
have begun to purchase meat from 
us instead of the grocery store as an 
added safety measure.”  

Luhowiak and her husband Derek 
decided to move their holiday giving 
program from the end of the year to 
now. “Each year we invite customers 
to donate to the purchase of beef for 
Fauquier FISH and we match dona-
tions. The response from the com-
munity to this call was overwhelm-
ing,” she said. To date, The Whole 
Ox has received $4,000 in donations.  

“The relationship with FISH has 
strengthened during the pandemic,” 
said Luhowiak. The food pantry and 
butcher have negotiated a deal for 
other meat items beyond the dona-
tions.  

Juan Villasenor, one of the owners 
of El Agave in Marshall (7391 John 
Marshall Highway; 540-253-5084) 
said his restaurant is weathering the 
storm. Without an outdoor patio at 
the northern Fauquier location, own-
ers have no choice but to limit ser-
vices to curbside pickup. While El 
Agave offers the same menu as it did 
prior to the pandemic, business has 
declined over the past two months. 
Owners hope that the eased restric-
tions of Phase 2, tentatively sched-
uled for mid-June, will allow them 
to welcome back customers. 

Happy Creek Coffee & Tea, lo-
cated in The Plains (6485 Main St.; 
866-447-9275), has also experienced 
a decline in business. Manager Mary 
Breeden said, “We had a lot of cus-
tomers who stopped by on their way 
to work in the mornings and we lost 
that business.”  

In response to the pandemic, the 
coffee shop increased its offerings of 
bulk and frozen items that customers 
can take home and bake. “We now 
carry baking mixes and continue to 
sell bulk coffee bags,” Breeden said. 
She is grateful for all her loyal cus-
tomers who have been keeping the 
coffee shop afloat.  

Meanwhile, Haymarket Bicycles 
Studio, which is collocated with the 
coffee shop, has had an increase in 
customers because of the at-home 
orders and renewed interest in fresh 
air and exercise, Breeden observed 
from her vantage point at the coffee 
counter.

Across the street from Happy 

Creek Coffee and Haymarket Bi-
cycles sits Crest Hill Antiques and 
Tea Room (6488 Main St.; 540-253-
5790). Owner Sally DeLuca closed 
the tearoom to table service when 
at-home orders were implemented. 
Foot traffic that would browse the 
shop’s line of vintage jewelry and 
other items has decreased as a result.  

“Mother’s Day is the Superbowl 
Sunday of tearooms,” said DeLuca, 
“And we needed to make sure we 

were able to accommodate our cus-
tomers this year. To continue offer-
ing a Mother’s Day treat, DeLuca 
created a special Mother’s Day Tea 
to Go that is available through May 
31. This, combined with the take-
home menu of items that would 
travel well, is helping the tearoom 
make ends meet, despite a 75% de-
crease in April sales from the same 
month last year.  

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL 

Michaela Bamstark, a barista at Happy Creek Coffee & Tea in The Plains, 

prepares a drink for a customer on Tuesday morning.

See PHASE 1, page 6
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of Warrenton
John Rethman, DVM

Steven Bartlett, DVM
79 Garrett Street, Warrenton, VA

Open Late Monday and Thursday Until 7:00 p.m.

Animal Medical Center

is a female, adult,
 DSH mix.

is a male, adult, DSH mix.

is a male, young adult, 
DSH mix.

is a female, young adult, 
DMH mix.

is a female, adult, DSH mix.

is a male, adult, DSH mix.

is a female, adult, 
Hound mix.

 is a male, adult, 
Hound mix.

is a male, adult, Hound mix.

is a female, adult, Austra-
lian Cattle Dog mix.

is a male, adult, 
Lhasa Apso mix.

 is a male, adult, 
Labrador Retriever mix.

Dutchess

Rock

Coco

Panthra

Buck

River

Clementine

Panda

Bo

Leroy

Butters

Mia

Fauquier SPCA

Proudly Sponsored by

The Fauquier SPCA is a private, non-profit organization 
dedicated to providing a temporary refuge for stray, 

homeless and abandoned animals, and to placing such 
animals in a caring, appropriate home whenever possible. 

540-788-9000 • fspca@fauquierspca.com • fauquierspca.com
9350 Rogues Road, Casanova, VA

Shelter Hours:
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri, Sat: 12-5pm, Wed: CLOSED, Sun: 12-4pm 

May is Lyme Disease Awareness Month.
Are your pets fully protected?

Please call for an appointment:
540-428-0025

Check us out on Facebook

540.428.0025
amcwarrenton.net

Looking for Loving Homes

“We are nowhere near the business 
we had before [the pandemic] but we 
are doing well.” With Phase 2, she 
can open the retail store; she has al-
ready been selling items online. “We 
also have an Etsy store, which carries 
all of our vintage items. We are just 
going to ride it out,” DeLuca said. 

Ivan Melson, general manager of 
Grioli’s Italian Bistro and Pizzeria in 
Bealeton (11085 Marsh Road; 540-
439-3332) expressed his gratitude 
for the restaurant’s loyal customers, 
“We can’t thank people enough for 
supporting all the changes that have 
been implemented. We are busier 
than normal, and people are being 
extremely patient waiting for items 
from the parking lot in their cars.”  

He added, “We have gotten real-
ly good at curbside and delivery and 
have no intentions of doing away with 
these services,” even when the restau-
rant can welcome customers inside. 

Melson said, “We have a strong 
presence in the community. The 
owner never says no to a fundrais-
er. All that community support has 
come back to us in full. You reap 
what you sow.”  

Alexandria Scadden, general man-
ager of Morais Vineyards in Bealeton 
(11409 Marsh Road; 540-729-4823), 
is taking a slower approach to allow-
ing customers back to the winery.  

“After we closed our doors, we 
were only able to offer curbside 
pickup and delivery. The hardest 
part is that the vines keep growing. 
The farm work doesn’t stop,” Scad-
den said. “We have also had to deal 
with the late frost and drastic tem-
perature changes.”  

With Phase 1 in effect, the winery 
can open outdoor seating at 50% oc-
cupancy while maintaining social dis-
tancing, but the winery decided to wait 
one additional week before opening 
up its outdoor seating. “We know ev-

eryone is eager to get out and we want 
to welcome our customers back, but 
we want to be as safe as possible. This 
[past] weekend, we decided to wait and 
see how it went at other vineyards. It 
seems to have gone well and we are op-
timistic that our reopening this week-
end will also go well,” she said.  

The wedding component of the 
business has been rescheduling 
events. “Our bridal couples have all 
been great and most are reschedul-
ing their weddings,” Scadden said. 
The vineyard has been able to keep 
all their employees during the pan-
demic. Morais will be open to club 
members by reservation for the last 
two weekends in May, from noon 
until 6 p.m. -- lawn seating only.  

Brian Roeder, owner of Barrel 
Oak Winery & Farm Taphouse in 
Delaplane, said that the winery was 
open to the public in limited ways 
this weekend, which also marked 
the 12th anniversary of the winery’s 
opening. This anniversary weekend, 
he said, “was vastly different than 
any that has come before.” 

Roeder explained that, in addi-
tion to the curbside pickup program 
already in place, the general public 
were offered limited access to the 
outdoor spaces at the winery, al-
though this was not widely adver-
tised. “We did not want to risk being 
overrun,” he said. 

New systems have been put in 
place to manage guests, Roeder add-
ed, and customers were pleased. 

Additionally, a new package 
available at the winery allows cus-
tomers to purchase four hours in a 
outside reserved private space for up 
to 10 people. The package includes 
wine and beer, which can be taken 
home. Roeder said that the winery 
has already received 23 bookings. 

On the weekend before Memori-
al Day and on the holiday itself the 
winery will be open from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. for the general public – this 
service is dubbed “Barrel Oak Chill” 
– as well as for curbside pickups.

PHASE 1, from page 3

Smart Bus Locations
• Bus #25 - Sumerduck Ruritan Club, 5341 Sumerduck Road, Remington
• Bus #32 - Zoar Baptist Church, 11036 Elk Run Road, Catlett
• Bus #40 - Grace Episcopal Church 6507 Main St., The Plains
• Bus #106 - Northern Fauquier Community Park, 4155 Monroe Park-

way, Marshall
• Bus # 138 - Trinity Episcopal Church, 9108 John S. Mosby Highway, Upperville
• Bus #139 - Emmanuel Episcopal Church  9668 Maidstone Road, Delaplane
• Bus #170 - Markham Commuter Lot, Route 688/Interstate 66/Beulah 

Road, Markham
• Bus #173 - Old Catlett Firehouse, 3558 Catlett Road, Catlett
• Bus # 175 - Mt. Carmel Church 12714 Elk Run Road, Midland
• Bus #183 - Marshall Annex, 4133-A Rectortown Road, Marshall

FCPS staff will monitor Wi-Fi use and make location adjustments as necessary.
“Perhaps, in the future, we can outfit all buses with these devices. Many 

of our kids have long bus rides and would benefit from having this connec-
tivity,” Jeck said. 
To use the Wi-Fi

Students should remain in their vehicles to access the Wi-Fi and are not allowed 
to board the buses. The hotspots broadcast the name “Kajeet SmartBus.” The con-
nection requires a password that the school division emailed to FCPS families on 
May 8. Students who have forgotten the password should contact their school.

WI-FI, from page 4

Smart buses provide connectivity for students

Forward Virginia



May 20, 2020               Our 203rd year   |   Vol. 203, No. 21   |   www.Fauquier.com   |   $1.50

INSIDE
Classifieds ..........................................21
Obituaries ..........................................20
Opinion ................................................9
Puzzle Page .......................................10
Real Estate .........................................18
Sports ................................................15

appletoncampbell.com 
540.348.2904

We are PROUD to serve you as an essential business to maintain 
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Not all heroes wear capes. Appleton Campbell 
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By Christopher Connell
PiedmonT Journalism FoundaTion

It was Friday afternoon March 
13, the end of the third quarter for 
Fauquier County schools, and a 
half day for students. M.M. Pierce 
Elementary School kindergarten 
teacher Lauren Brill was still there 
working mid-afternoon when the 
principal made the announcement: 
Gov. Ralph Northam has just closed 
schools for two weeks because of the 
novel coronavirus. 

“I started bawling my eyes out. I 
was beside myself,” said Brill, who 
had realized this was a possibility 
as the pandemic spread across the 
country, but didn’t anticipate the 
suddenness. “You won’t get to expe-
rience anything more with your kids 
for who knows how long.” 
-HUU\� +XOO�� D� YHWHUDQ� ¿IWK�JUDGH�

science and social studies teacher at 
%UXP¿HOG� (OHPHQWDU\�� VDLG�� ³7KDW�
Friday we didn’t realize that was go-

ing to be the last day we ever taught 
WKRVH�NLGV�́ �7HQ�GD\V�ODWHU��WKH�JRY-
ernor closed schools for the rest of 
the academic year, setting off a 
VWDWHZLGH�VFUDPEOH�WR�¿JXUH�RXW�KRZ�
to make the best of a bad situation 
and help children and teens keep 
learning while stuck at home. 

Now, in week eight of the clo-
sure, teachers, parents and students 
are becoming accustomed to, if not 
entirely comfortable with, the world 
of education at a distance, where 
almost nothing is graded, no new 
material is introduced and teachers 
check in on students by email, phone 
or over the website Blackboard, and 
hold virtual class meetings and “of-
¿FH� KRXUV´� RQFH� RU� WZLFH� D� ZHHN��
Parents, involuntary home-school-
ers, do their best to keep children on 
school tasks an hour or two a day, of-
ten while juggling full-time, remote 
jobs of their own. 
³7KHUH�LV�QR�SHUIHFW�DQVZHU�WR�DOO�RI�

A school year abruptly interrupted, and slowly salvaged 

By Robin Earl 
Times sTaFF WriTer 

7KH� )DXTXLHU� &RXQW\� VFKRRO�
division announced last week that 
the three county high schools and 
Southeastern Alternative School 
will hold in-person graduation 
ceremonies between May 18 and 
22. Each senior – one at a time -- 
will receive their diploma at their 
school in the company of their 
parents and/or guardians. 

Because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, it will be a commencement 
with no friends, no speeches, no 
crowds. 

Some students have expressed 
regret that in addition to losing 
half of their senior year, they are 
also being denied a traditional 
graduation ceremony.  

Will Hunter, a senior at Kettle 
Run High School, wrote in a let-
ter to the Fauquier Times, “While 
we, as a class, recognize the ex-
FHHGLQJO\� GLI¿FXOW� VLWXDWLRQ� WKDW�
the administration is in due to the 
virus, the present plan feels more 
like a photo-op than a graduation 
ceremony. 
³7KH� FXUUHQW� DUUDQJHPHQW�

would have individual, isolated 
appointments take place over a 
four-day period from May 18 to 
����RQ�HDFK�VFKRRO¶V�FDPSXV��7KLV�
decision was made without con-
sulting the graduating students 
[at Kettle Run], as neither the se-
nior class president, nor the stu-
dent body president were aware of 
plans being made.” 

Students at Kettle Run creat-
ed a petition entitled, Push Back 
FCPS1 Graduations. As of Mon-
day night, the document had 1,056 
signatures. 
7KH� SHWLWLRQ� VD\V�� ³:H� KDYH�

waited four years to experience 
pivotal moments such as our senior 

Students lament 
graduation without 
pomp, because of 
circumstance 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL 
Carly Hammond, 14, an eighth-grader at 
Warrenton Middle School, practices ballet 
at her home in Warrenton; her father, 
Mike, built the barre (left) from scraps 
stored in the garage after business and 
school closures began in mid-March. 
Carly has regular ballet lessons over 
Zoom through the Lasley Centre.   See SCHOOL, page 2

By Daniel Berti and Coy Ferrell 
Times sTaFF WriTers

Phase one of Gov. Ralph Northam’s 
statewide plan to lift emergency re-
strictions put in place during the pan-
demic is set to begin Friday, May 15 – 
in parts of the state including Fauquier 
County -- but the restrictions will re-
main in place in some Northern Vir-
JLQLD� ORFDOLWLHV� DIWHU� HOHFWHG� RI¿FLDOV�
requested the governor take a regional 
approach to lifting COVID-19 restric-
tions. 
2Q�6DWXUGD\�� ORFDO�RI¿FLDOV� IURP�

the counties of Arlington, Fairfax, 
Loudoun, and Prince William, and 
the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, 
Falls Church, Manassas, Manassas 
Park, as well as the towns of Dum-
fries, Herndon, Leesburg, and Vien-
na formally requested that Executive 
Order 55 be amended to remain in 
effect in those jurisdictions longer 
than in the rest of the state.  

Some COVID-19 restrictions will lift Friday 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
More than 100 people attended a “Reopen Fauquier County Rally” on Saturday. 
See page 5. See REOPEN, page 5See GRADUATION, page 4

Congratulations to the Fauquier 
High School Class of 2020!

Fauquier’s 3 
public high schools 
graduate this week

By Robin Earl
Times sTaff WriTer

Fauquier, Liberty and Kettle Run 
high schools’ class of 2020 is hav-
ing a slow-rolling gradation celebra-
tion, courtesy of COVID-19. What 
usually takes place over a few hours 
has been spread out over five days 
-- while the students themselves are 
also spread out. 

Graduates are accepting their 
diplomas and their principals’ con-
gratulations before a very small au-
dience, consisting of their parents 
and in some cases a few friends or 
siblings at a distance.

Phase 1 of reopening plan begins in Warrenton 
By Coy Ferrell and Robin Earl

Times sTaff WriTers

Phase 1 of Gov. Ralph Northam’s 
plan to lift restrictions placed on 
businesses and public gatherings in 
response to the coronavirus began 
May 15. After two months, restau-
rants were once again permitted to 
offer table service on site, as long as 
those tables were outside. Hair sa-
lons were also able to reopen, having 
been closed entirely by the governor 
in March. 

Throughout the afternoon a 
steady stream of people took advan-
tage of the limited reopening of table 
service on Main Street in Warren-
ton. The town closed off some park-
ing spaces between along the street 
to give restaurants more room for 
outdoor seating. 

The weather helped too, with a 
high temperature of almost 90 de-

grees and sunny skies all day. Most 
people were in shorts; some wore 
sandals. 

“I wish it would stay like this for-
ever,” said Patti Knott, of Warrenton, 

about the new outdoor seating ar-
rangements. Knott was enjoying a late 
lunch from Black Bear Bistro with her 
teenage daughter, MacKenzie. 

See REOPENING, page 2

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL

Patrons of Molly’s Irish Pub in Warrenton dine outside along Main Street on 
Friday afternoon.

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/ROBIN EARL

Kettle Run High School’s Gabriella Biasillo and her parents, Julie and Enzo, 
couldn’t resist celebrating with a little confetti. See GRADUATION, page 5

Bill Semple

Bill Semple  
wins Ward 2 seat

By Robin Earl
Times sTaff WriTer

Bill Semple defeated incum-
bent Alec Burnett for the War-
renton Ward 2 town council seat 
during municipal elections held 
Tuesday, according to unofficial 
election results from the Virginia 
Department of Elections.  

Semple earned 146 votes to Bur-
nett’s 91. Burnett is currently serv-
ing his first term on town council, 
having been elected in 2016.  

Kevin Carter, who is the incum-
bent for Ward 5, retained his seat 
after a challenge from Michele Fer-
ri, winning 154 votes to 93.  

In the remaining contested race, 
Heather Sutphin will be the new 
town councilwoman for Ward 1 af-
ter beating Ali Zarabi 105 votes to 
87. The seat is currently occupied 
by Jerry Wood, who will retire from 
the council when his term ends.  

James Hartman ran unopposed 
for the Ward 4 seat, receiving 117 
votes; incumbent Bob Kravetz will 
retire at the end of his term. Ward 
3 incumbent Brett Hamby was also 
unopposed and received 66 votes.   

Of the 875 votes cast in War-
renton, 534 were cast by absen-
tee ballots. Among the five wards 
there were 6,944 registered voters 
in Warrenton as of April 30. 

See ELECTIONS, page 8 Support Community Journalism! Visit: piedmontjournalism.org
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Warrenton farmers market takes next step toward normalcy
The Warrenton Farmers Market keeps 

evolving and vendors and town staff con-
tinue to adapt. Saturday’s market was 
moved to the parking lots on either side of 
First Street. Stalls were spread out and face 
masks were in place. Volunteers helped to 
direct traffic and town police were present 
as well to make sure all went smoothly.

Customers who were driving by to pick 
up an order had only to drive down First 
Street to be served from the comfort of 
their cars. 

But most shoppers were very happy to 
be able to walk from booth to booth in the 
bright sunshine.

By a little after 11 a.m., Scott and Vin-
cent Gookin at the Gateau Bakery table 
had run out of gluten-free options and 
Freed’s Biscuit Company had sold all their 

pre-wrapped biscuits.
Stacey Leadbetter and Haley Minter 

were selling Barrel Oak wines. Leadbetter 
said they brought three news wines to the 
market this week and were glad they did. 
“Those new wines we brought are selling 
well,” she said. 

Farmers Market Manager Elizabeth 
Melson was available to help shoppers 
manage their SNAP benefits. She ex-
plained that a Food Insecurity Nutrition 
Incentive program grant allows SNAP 
benefits recipients to double their benefits 
(when they buy fresh fruits and vegetables) 
and a PATH grant provides Hot Bucks up 
to the amount of the SNAP benefits. 

Melson said that shoppers are able to 
triple their benefits through the special 
grants.

This week our advertising deadline will be Friday, May 22

Our offices will be closed Monday, May 25 
so our staff can be with their families.

The Fauquier Times would like to wish you a 
safe Memorial Day, as we take the time
to remember those who have given their lives
in service of our country.

“I’m working from home right now,” 
Knott said, “I had everyone stop work-
ing at 2:30 p.m. and I said, ‘I’m going 
out. Warrenton opened. See you!’” 

John Tiller, of Warrenton, was 
joined by his girlfriend, Jolie Atkins, 
of Stafford, for a meal from Molly’s 
Irish Pub. “We just drove through 
town and said, ‘Look, Molly’s is 
open. Park!’” he said. 

“Everybody is smiling,” noted 
Atkins. 

“Even if it’s limited, it’s a lot of 
stress to be released just by getting 
out,” added Tiller. 

Bree and Phil, a couple from Long 
Island who declined to give their sur-
names, were visiting Bree’s brother, 
who lives in Warrenton. They were 
also eating outside of Molly’s. 

“I agree with what Virginia is 
doing,” regarding reopening, Bree 
said. “This is what people need to 
do, to get back to normalcy.” She 
said she thinks that governors of 
states whose restrictions remain in 
place should follow Virginia’s lead 
in lifting those restrictions. 

She added that she and her part-
ner both kept their jobs during the 
pandemic and wanted to support 
small businesses as much as they 
could. “Help our small businesses – 

they need to be helped, they need to 
be opened,” she said. 

Bill and Nan Sterling, a retired cou-
ple from Amissville, sat under a large 
tent in the North Rock Shopping Cen-
ter parking lot at midday on Friday. 

“It’s wonderful to be outside,” Bill 
Sterling said. He has only left the house 
four times since February and he had to 
go to the hospital later that day for an 
appointment. “But first, I needed some 
pizza,” he said with a smile.

The Sterlings were enjoying 
lunch from Ledo Pizza, across the 
street from the tent. Another three 
or four tables were occupied. The 
restaurant’s owner had arranged for 
the tent to be set up so that the cus-
tomers could dine on site while ad-
hering to state guidelines, said Me-
gan Massie, the assistant manager. 

The restaurant’s owner has a 
friend who runs an events business 
who provided the tent for free in 

exchange for the exposure to their 
business. “So, it helps them, and it 
helps us,” Massie explained. 

Grace Timmerman, another Ledo 
employee, said the response from 
customers had been very positive so 
far. “People have driven by and they 
are so excited!” she said. 

Another Ledo customer, Pam 
Ryon, of Vint Hill, was having lunch 
with a friend, something they did 
often before the pandemic began. “I 
have to give Ledo’s credit for doing 
this,” she said. The fact that it was 
one of the warmest days of the year 
so far helped too. “The weather is 
definitely a mood lifter.” 

Warrenton Mayor Carter Nevill and 
his 13-year-old son, Hugh, got their 
hair cut at Lee’s Barbershop in Old 
Town Warrenton Friday afternoon. “I 
was thinking about letting it go long, 
like back in my hippie days, but when 
I found I had an appointment at Lee’s 

at 4:30, I said, ‘I’m there,’” he said. 
Nevill expressed optimism that 

the town was on the right track to 
reopen successfully. “I’m glad to see 
everyone outside on Main Street en-
joying our restaurants, he said, lat-
er adding, “If we can all be patient, 
and give businesses the space they 
need to be compliant, we can move 
through Phase 1 and then to Phase 
2,” he said. 

He reminded everyone: “Tip your 
servers twice the normal amount. 
They have two months of catching 
up to do.”

Nevill credited the town’s staff for 
working to make the first day of Phase 
1 run smoothly, mentioning Town 
Manager Brandie Schaeffer, Director 
of Community Development Frank 
Cassidy specifically, along with Ex-
perience Old Town Warrenton Exec-
utive Director Charity Furness.

“They’ve been working non-stop. 
And we have the farmers market 
tomorrow too. The amount of dedi-
cation they have to this town is just 
amazing,” he said of the trio. 

Schaeffer said of the reopening 
initiative, “I’m excited to see how 
well this is working. The business-
es were innovative in creating safe 
spaces for outdoor dining from Main 
Street to the bypass.” 

She concluded, “Partnering with 
our businesses on creative solutions 
is something I always strive to do, 
and I’m glad we are making it hap-
pen through this challenge.”

REOPENING, from page 1 Warrenton Mayor 
Carter Nevill gets 
a haircut at Lee’s 
Barbershop in Old 
Town Warrenton on 
Friday afternoon. 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/

ROBIN EARL

Phase 1 of reopening 
plan begins in Warrenton 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/ROBIN EARL

Haley Minter and Stacey Leadbetter of Barrel Oak Winery & Farm 
Taphouse talk wine with farmers market visitors.
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By Robin Earl

Times sTaff WriTer

Only 17 people were at Moser 
Funeral home in Warrenton on 
May 15 to attend the funeral of 
Milford “Glen” Cordell of Casa-
nova. If it wasn’t for COVID-19, 
his wife Carol believes there 
would have been more than 200 
attending. Cordell coached youth 
sports in Vienna for more than 40 
years and was inducted into the 
Vienna Baseball Hall of Fame and 
the Washington Home Plate Club 
for his contributions to the game.

Cordell had been a resident 
of the memory care unit at The 
Wellington at Lake Manassas in 
Gainesville for the last year, af-
ter suffering two strokes. He first 
showed symptoms of COVID-19 
on May 3 and died exactly one 
week later. 

Carol Cordell said, “On Sunday 
[May 3], he had a slight fever and 
his oxygen levels were dropping, 
but he was eating and doing well, 
they told me. After a day or two, 
his fever went up to 104 and his 
oxygen levels kept dropping. They 
took him to Heathcote [Haymar-
ket Medical Center], but … they 
transferred him to Prince William 
[Novant Health UVA Prince Wil-
liam Medical Center]. He died on 
May 10.”
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STROMAN’S BIRTHDAY GIFT TO HOKIE NATION: Patriot star picks Tech. Page 17
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Kathleen Caron was one of 70 volunteers who placed flags by the graves of fallen soldiers at the Warrenton Cemetery May 16th.

Volunteers honor fallen veterans with flags - See Page 2

During the pandemic, the emergency

never ends for Fauquier Hospital employees

By Christopher Connell

PiedmonT Journalism foundaTion

Hospitals practice regularly for 
disasters or disease outbreaks that 
bring a flood of patients to their 
doors. But those drills are predicat-
ed on the assumption that it’s tempo-
rary – that the dire event will soon 
pass and operations return to nor-
mal.

The coronavirus pandemic is not 
like that.

“The only thing we didn’t prac-
tice for is that this isn’t going away 
anytime soon,” said Fauquier Health 
CEO Chad Melton. “Everyone fully 
expects that 12 to 18 months from 
now, we’re still going to be dealing 
with COVID-19.”

That will mean the extra precau-
tions and screening of those who 
come to Fauquier Hospital and the 
adjacent long-term care facility, Fau-
quier Health Rehabilitation & Nurs-
ing Center, will be the new normal. 

To date, Fauquier Health has identi-
fied seven employees who have tested 
positive for COVID-19. In early April, 

three employees were identified; Fau-
quier Health worked with the Virginia 
Department of Health to notify and 
test all exposed staff members who 
came into contact with these individu-
als and they self-isolated while waiting 
for test results. At that time, all tested 
negative for COVID-19. 

Four more employees have test-
ed positive since then, and the same 
procedures were followed. Sarah 
Cubbage, Fauquier Health spokes-
woman said that if testing is indi-
cated, it is done in accordance with 
VDH and CDC guidelines.

Beloved coach and father of 
three succumbs to COVID-19 

See HOSPITAL, page 8

Saying goodbye

See CORDELL, page 4
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By Christopher Connell
PiedmonT Journalism FoundaTion

It was Friday afternoon March 
13, the end of the third quarter for 
Fauquier County schools, and a 
half day for students. M.M. Pierce 
Elementary School kindergarten 
teacher Lauren Brill was still there 
working mid-afternoon when the 
principal made the announcement: 
Gov. Ralph Northam has just closed 
schools for two weeks because of the 
novel coronavirus. 

“I started bawling my eyes out. I 
was beside myself,” said Brill, who 
had realized this was a possibility 
as the pandemic spread across the 
country, but didn’t anticipate the 
suddenness. “You won’t get to expe-
rience anything more with your kids 
for who knows how long.” 
-HUU\� +XOO�� D� YHWHUDQ� ¿IWK�JUDGH�

science and social studies teacher at 
%UXP¿HOG� (OHPHQWDU\�� VDLG�� ³7KDW�
Friday we didn’t realize that was go-

ing to be the last day we ever taught 
WKRVH�NLGV�́ �7HQ�GD\V�ODWHU��WKH�JRY-
ernor closed schools for the rest of 
the academic year, setting off a 
VWDWHZLGH�VFUDPEOH�WR�¿JXUH�RXW�KRZ�
to make the best of a bad situation 
and help children and teens keep 
learning while stuck at home. 

Now, in week eight of the clo-
sure, teachers, parents and students 
are becoming accustomed to, if not 
entirely comfortable with, the world 
of education at a distance, where 
almost nothing is graded, no new 
material is introduced and teachers 
check in on students by email, phone 
or over the website Blackboard, and 
hold virtual class meetings and “of-
¿FH� KRXUV´� RQFH� RU� WZLFH� D� ZHHN��
Parents, involuntary home-school-
ers, do their best to keep children on 
school tasks an hour or two a day, of-
ten while juggling full-time, remote 
jobs of their own. 
³7KHUH�LV�QR�SHUIHFW�DQVZHU�WR�DOO�RI�

A school year abruptly interrupted, and slowly salvaged 

By Robin Earl 
Times sTaFF WriTer 

7KH� )DXTXLHU� &RXQW\� VFKRRO�
division announced last week that 
the three county high schools and 
Southeastern Alternative School 
will hold in-person graduation 
ceremonies between May 18 and 
22. Each senior – one at a time -- 
will receive their diploma at their 
school in the company of their 
parents and/or guardians. 

Because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, it will be a commencement 
with no friends, no speeches, no 
crowds. 

Some students have expressed 
regret that in addition to losing 
half of their senior year, they are 
also being denied a traditional 
graduation ceremony.  

Will Hunter, a senior at Kettle 
Run High School, wrote in a let-
ter to the Fauquier Times, “While 
we, as a class, recognize the ex-
FHHGLQJO\� GLI¿FXOW� VLWXDWLRQ� WKDW�
the administration is in due to the 
virus, the present plan feels more 
like a photo-op than a graduation 
ceremony. 
³7KH� FXUUHQW� DUUDQJHPHQW�

would have individual, isolated 
appointments take place over a 
four-day period from May 18 to 
����RQ�HDFK�VFKRRO¶V�FDPSXV��7KLV�
decision was made without con-
sulting the graduating students 
[at Kettle Run], as neither the se-
nior class president, nor the stu-
dent body president were aware of 
plans being made.” 

Students at Kettle Run creat-
ed a petition entitled, Push Back 
FCPS1 Graduations. As of Mon-
day night, the document had 1,056 
signatures. 
7KH� SHWLWLRQ� VD\V�� ³:H� KDYH�

waited four years to experience 
pivotal moments such as our senior 

Students lament 
graduation without 
pomp, because of 
circumstance 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL 
Carly Hammond, 14, an eighth-grader at 
Warrenton Middle School, practices ballet 
at her home in Warrenton; her father, 
Mike, built the barre (left) from scraps 
stored in the garage after business and 
school closures began in mid-March. 
Carly has regular ballet lessons over 
Zoom through the Lasley Centre.   See SCHOOL, page 2

By Daniel Berti and Coy Ferrell 
Times sTaFF WriTers

Phase one of Gov. Ralph Northam’s 
statewide plan to lift emergency re-
strictions put in place during the pan-
demic is set to begin Friday, May 15 – 
in parts of the state including Fauquier 
County -- but the restrictions will re-
main in place in some Northern Vir-
JLQLD� ORFDOLWLHV� DIWHU� HOHFWHG� RI¿FLDOV�
requested the governor take a regional 
approach to lifting COVID-19 restric-
tions. 
2Q�6DWXUGD\�� ORFDO�RI¿FLDOV� IURP�

the counties of Arlington, Fairfax, 
Loudoun, and Prince William, and 
the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, 
Falls Church, Manassas, Manassas 
Park, as well as the towns of Dum-
fries, Herndon, Leesburg, and Vien-
na formally requested that Executive 
Order 55 be amended to remain in 
effect in those jurisdictions longer 
than in the rest of the state.  

Some COVID-19 restrictions will lift Friday 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
More than 100 people attended a “Reopen Fauquier County Rally” on Saturday. 
See page 5. See REOPEN, page 5See GRADUATION, page 4
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Congratulations to the Liberty 
High School Class of 2020!

Page 13

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
From the Fauquier Health Catheterization Lab: Darryn Neujahr, Cardiac Cath 
Lab tech, Shannon Vooys, RN, Erin Steele, RN, Staff Development and Bridget 
Loebs, RN, Radiology Special Procedures.

COURTESY PHOTO
Glen Cordell passed away May 10 
at the age of 79.
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Cordell hadn’t seen her husband 
-- except through a window of his 
room at The Wellington – for two 
months. “I would go to see him ev-
ery day, but when I went there on 
March 5, the door was locked. They 
had everything locked down. Only 
staff members were allowed in. They 
wouldn’t even let deliveries in.”

She said she visited her husband 
once a week after that and was able 
to see him through a window. “They 
would open the window a couple of 
inches so I could talk to him,” she said.

Cordell said that she under-
stands that her husband caught the 
virus from a woman in the memo-
ry care unit who had symptoms of 
COVID-19. “She and Glen died the 
same day,” said Cordell. 

Beth Kolnok, corporate director 
of communications and public rela-
tions for The Wellington, on Tues-
day provided an update on the cur-
rent situation in the memory unit: 
“Our memory care unit currently 
has 10 residents.  All were tested on 
or before May 14 and we are cur-
rently caring for three residents who 
have tested positive for the virus. 
They are asymptomatic and we hope 
to clear them soon.”

Cordell said she has not been 
able to reach anyone at Wellington 
to arrange to pick up her husband’s 
belongings. “They could just put ev-
erything outside and I’d pick it up,” 
she offered.

The Cordells moved to Casanova 
four years ago from Vienna. “I love 
it here. My daughter said that Glen 
told her he was glad we moved out 
here. He said when he was gone, I 
would be safe among the kind peo-
ple in Casanova. He always said he 
wanted to go before me.”

Although the two strokes had left 
her husband with significant brain 
damage, Cordell remembered, “Ev-
ery time I’d visit, he’d tell me he loved 
me. The last time I was there he said, 
‘Little Carol, I loved her so much.’”

Carol Cordell said she is feeling 
“OK.” She may drive down to a 
beach house in Myrtle Beach, but 
says she is very careful about avoid-
ing exposure to COVID-19. “I hav-
en’t been in a grocery store for two 
months. My kids shop for me.” Cord-
ell has a daughter, Kimberly Ashley, 
who lives in Fairfax, a son Gary, in 
Purcellville and another son, Greg-
ory, in Haymarket. She also has six 
grandchildren. “They all help,” she 
said.

Although Carol Cordell was not 
able to see her husband before he 
passed away, her son Greg and his 
wife Michelle were able to be with 
him before he died. “They felt that 
the risk would be too high for me to 
see him, but Greg and Michelle got 
all suited up and were able to say 
goodbye,” said Carol Cordell. 

Greg Cordell is a deputy sheriff in 
Fairfax and his wife Michelle works 
for Giant. He explained, “We are 
both out and exposed every day, but 
Mom was too high-risk.”

Michelle Cordell got the call May 
9 from Prince William Hospital ask-
ing if there was someone who want-
ed to come. Greg Cordell said, “She 
called me and said, ‘Meet me at the 
hospital right away so we can say 
goodbye to your dad.’”

He remembered, “They met us in 
the lobby and gave us plastic gowns, 
N95 masks, a face shield and gloves. 
They told us there was nothing more 
they could do for my dad and they 
were going to lose him.”

Greg Cordell said he is grateful 
he was able to see his father again. 
“It really helped me, but I felt guilty 
that my mom and brother and sister 
didn’t have the opportunity. ... We 
hadn’t seen him for three months. 
I was afraid he was confused. My 
mom had never left his side for 50 
years. I didn’t want him to think 
we’d abandoned him.”

He said that his father wasn’t on a 
ventilator. “He looked comfortable, 
peaceful.” Greg Cordell said his fa-
ther was asleep, but he told him his 
family hadn’t abandoned him, that 
they loved him. 

Greg Corbell said his dad had suf-
fered from diabetes and leukemia. 
“He hadn’t been himself for a year, 
since he had the two strokes.”

“I told him it was OK to rest and 
we knew he’d be in a better place.”

Glen Cordell died the next day at 
the age of 79. He was an outdoors-
man who loved boating, fishing and 
gardening, and is remembered fond-
ly by those who knew him, said his 
wife. 

Greg Cordell said his father’s fa-
ther was an alcoholic. “But I never 
saw my dad take a drink. He worked 
three jobs so that we would have ev-
erything we needed. He broke that 
chain.

“When we were younger, all the 
kids wanted to be on his baseball 
and football teams. He had an amaz-
ing work ethic. I don’t know how he 
found time to work three jobs, and 
coach all those teams. And he loved 
his ¼ acre garden.”

Grandson Darien Ashley wrote, 
“My grandfather was a timeless 
soul. The type of man that communi-
ties have depended upon since time 
immemorial. His archetype is that 
of the unconditionally affectionate 
patriarch who extends his nurturing 
tenderness to all who surround him. 

“… As a youth, nothing injected 
the world with mystery like wonder-
ing the narrow rows of my grand-
father’s garden. … A man is made 
in his actions, what he continually 
does, he becomes. It is through this 
imitation of my grandfather’s char-
acter that his presence will continue 
to persist in this realm as his spirit 
moves to the next.”

Glen Cordell was buried at 
Brightview Cemetery May 15, after 
an hour-long viewing at Moser. His 
wife is glad they were able to hold 
a funeral. “I was glad to be able to 
see him one last time. He looked 
so peaceful and seemed 30 years 
younger. It was good for me to be 
able to get closure.” 

Reach Robin Earl at rearl@fau-
quier.com

CORDELL, from page 1

Saying goodbye
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By Robin Earl

Times sTaff WriTer

On bingo days at the Fauquier 
Health Rehabilitation & Nursing 
Center in Warrenton, nursing home 
residents sit in the doorways of their 
rooms facing into the hallway, four 
to a group, while a staff member 
calls out the numbers. “That way 
they can interact with other resi-
dents and still stay safe,” said Katy 
Reeves, FHRNC administrator. The 
residents use disposable paper bingo 
cards. “Bingo is very popular,” even 
while social distancing, said Reeves.

Residents used to have group activ-
ities and eat meals together, but since 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit, staff 
members take activities to them. In 
Virginia, 190 outbreaks have occurred 
in long-term care facilities, resulting 
in 4,451 cases and 691 deaths. 

FHRNC is licensed for 113 beds, 
but currently has 80 residents – eight 
are temporary rehabilitation patients 
and 72 are permanent residents.

Reeves said, “It’s definitely not 
business as usual, but residents are 
not isolated in their rooms. When 
they do come out into the hallway, 
they must wear cloth masks … It can 
be a challenge,” admitted Reeves. 
“They don’t like wearing the masks, 
but staff are great about reminding 
them to put them back on.”

Meals are brought by staff mem-
bers to each resident’s room. “It 
takes more time, but staff want to 
make sure everyone is eating and 
drinking and doing OK.”

Between 2 and 3 p.m. every day, 
residents have the option to “drive-th-
ru” the dining room and pick up a 
snack – a meat roll up, some fruit or 
ice cream. “Residents know that they 
can come to the dining room, but for 
those who don’t want to, our staff will 
take them something. One resident 
loves Nutter Butter cookies. We make 
sure she gets them,” Reeves said.

The administrator is very much 
aware that her residents are vulner-
able to the coronavirus. The average 
age of FHRNC residents is 89, and 
one resident is 102. Their health is 
compromised; many suffer from co-
morbidities like chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease or diabetes. They 
are frailer and generally, more at risk.

“We took COVID very seriously 
from the beginning,” Reeves said. 
During the first week in March, visi-
tors were limited to immediate fam-
ily only, but that only lasted a cou-
ple of days before all visitors were 
banned. Since April 6, staff mem-
bers have been wearing surgical 
masks when they are in the building.

It is common for caregivers to 
work at more than one facility, but 
Reeves said that staff members work 
only at FHRNC. “We asked every-
body, until this is over, where do you 
want to work?”

On April 6, Hospice began using 
telehealth to check on their patients.

Vo l u n t e e r s 
– including pet 
therapy volun-
teers -- have 
been barred from 
FHRNC for two 
months now. De-
liveries are left 
at the back door 
and wiped down 
before they are 
allowed into the 
building.

Families used 
to have the op-
tion of doing 
laundry for their 
loved ones, but 
employees are 
now taking care 
of washing resi-
dents’ clothing, 
as well as their masks.

FHRNC has its own portable 
X-ray machine, so if there is a need, a 
medical imaging specialist can come 
down from the hospital, so the patient 
does not have to leave the building. 

Reeves said she has not had staff-
ers out sick, and no one – staff or 
resident – has tested positive for 
COVID-19. “We are fortunate that 
we have such a committed staff. No 
one has said they are scared to come 
in. They come in and work, then go 
home to their families.”

Reeves said that the staff as a 
whole has not been tested, but no 

one has displayed symptoms. When 
residents meet certain criteria, they 
have been tested for the disease. 
Temperatures are taken, oxygen 
levels and heart rates are checked 
regularly, and lungs are screened for 
signs of illness.

New residents are being accepted 
still, but not if 
they have tested 
positive or are 
awaiting results.

In addition 
to caring for her 
residents’ physi-
cal needs, Reeves 
and her staff rec-
ognize that the 
no-visitor policy 
and the curtailing 
of group activi-
ties can be diffi-
cult on residents 
– and on their 
families. “We 
make sure they 
stay engaged, 
upbeat and don’t 
feel isolated or 
depressed. Going 

forward, keeping that level of engage-
ment is going to be critical.”

FHRNC used to have gatherings 
to share the news of the day. Now, the 
Daily Chronicle is printed and passed 
out to every resident in their room. 
“A staff member brings it to each res-
ident and reads it to them if they need 
help. It’s very popular,” Reeves said. 

Every resident has a “buddy,” a staff 
member who makes sure to stop in and 
check on them several times a week. 
“Since they can’t have visits from fam-
ily members, we make sure they have 
someone to talk to,” said Reeves.

FHRNC has several tablets set 

up with Skype, Google Duo and 
FaceTime, so families can keep in 
touch with their loved ones. “We set 
up times every week when families 
can reserve time for a video chat.” 
On Mother’s Day, for instance, staff 
was busy assisting with video calls. 
Between 60 and 65% of residents at 
FHRNC are women. 

Reeves said, “We had one resi-
dent who celebrated her 100th birth-
day with us. She FaceTimed with her 
family and they sang ‘Happy Birth-
day.’ When she looked at the tablet 
and saw her daughter and grand-
daughter, her face just lit up.”

One service the residents miss, 
said Reeves, is the beautician com-
ing in once a week. She said, “Sever-
al of our staff members got together 
… and once a week offer shampoos 
and styling. We don’t color or perm, 
but there’s nothing like a spa day to 
make you feel better!”

Reeves has no plans to lift restric-
tions any time soon. “We’ve received 
great messages back from families. It’s 
hard on them, but they understand.”

Reeves said, “Every Friday I 
communicate with families. I keep 
them abreast of what’s happening 
with COVID infections and Centers 
for Disease Control regulations. I 
explain what we’re doing. I include 
pictures of their loved ones and 
share milestones. This is stressful on 
everyone. Keeping the lines of com-
munication open helps.” 

She continued, “Our families have 
been unbelievably supportive, send-
ing sandwiches and pizza or cookies. 
They’ve sent cards, emails and let-
ters. They appreciate what we’re do-
ing and want to say thank you.”

Reach Robin Earl at rearl@fau-
quier.com

Nursing home staff goes extra mile 

to keep residents safe and engaged

FHRNC resident Anna Walrad 
celebrated her 100th birthday with 
her family – via FaceTime. 

Seniors in long-term care facilities receive donated face masks

COURTESY PHOTOS
FHRNC staff members are required to wear a mask whenever they are in the 
nursing home.

Thanks to donations from com-
munity members, homemade cloth 
face masks have been provided for 
the residents of the Villa at Suffield 
Meadows assisted living facility and 
the Fauquier Health Rehabilitation 
& Nursing Center.

Fauquier Health has been accept-
ing donations of unused and hand-
made medical and protective supplies 
and equipment since late March, in 
recognition of the increased need for 
personal protective equipment due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Katy Reeves, administrator of 
FHRNC on Hospital Hill in War-
renton, requested some of the masks 
for the senior residents of the nurs-
ing home. The Centers for Disease 

Control recommends that residents 
of long-term care facilities wear 
cloth face coverings when they are 
outside of their rooms or when they 
are around others. Reeves said, 
“FHRNC has been very proactive 
about initiating strategies to keep 
our residents as protected as pos-
sible. Being able to access supplies 
that had been donated and vetted as 
meeting standards was great!”

A supply of hand-sewn masks 
was also sent to the Villa at Suffield 
Meadows. The masks have a variety 
of patterns and are wildly popular 
with the residents, according to Sarah 
Pearson, administrator of the Villa. 
She said, “The residents at the Villa 
at Suffield Meadows have worn their 

masks proudly throughout the com-
munity and want to do their part to 
stop the spread of the virus. The res-
idents enjoyed being able to choose 
from a variety of fun patterns and 
types of masks. There has been such 
an outpouring from the community 
and that makes us feel supported.”

The health system has received 
PPE donations from Greenville Ele-
mentary School, the Fauquier Coun-
ty School Board, Fauquier County 
Parks and Recreation, Habitat for 
Humanity, Fauquier Masks, Spring 
Garden Foundation, Wolfrom & Co., 
Virginia Systems & Technology, 
Aerotog, Kenmore Envelope Com-
pany, Masks4Humanity and local 
churches.

COURTESY PHOTO
Residents of FHRNC wear masks 
whenever they leave their rooms.
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By Anna Hovey 
special To The fauquier Times 

As streets emptied at the onset 
of the pandemic, inside the elegant 
brick post office in Warrenton, head 
clerk Joe North said it looked “like 
Christmas time.” Workers there 
have been processing an unprece-
dented volume of packages since the 
COVID-19 restrictions began. 

In The Plains, Postmaster Todd 
Glascock said the number of parcels 
has increased by more than 100% 
since the pandemic began in March. 

And in Marshall, Postmaster 
Stephanie Lane said that even today, 
nearly five months later and in the 
dead of summer, it feels like the peak 
holiday season. Usually at this time 
of the year, Marshall handles 450 to 
700 packages a day, but it processed 
a record 1,385 parcels 
in one day recently, she 
said. 

Lane said that Mar-
shall – like other post 
offices around the 
county -- has installed 
protective barriers be-
tween patrons and em-
ployees as well as tape 
on the floor to encour-
age social distancing. Patrons also 
are required to wear masks. 

She said some customers have 
donated masks, hand sanitizer and 
gloves, as well as doughnuts and 
cakes to show their appreciation. 
“Now we see across the board how 
effective taking these measures 
[are], and the loyalty and apprecia-
tion of our customers is incompa-
rable,” Lane said. “It’s definitely 
brought the community together.” 

Nationally, the volume of parcels 
the U.S. Postal Service says it han-
dles is 60 to 80% higher than last 

year. 
Local postmasters said that at 

the beginning of the pandemic, they 
didn’t know what to expect. 

“We had definitely more foot traf-
fic. We expected the opposite,” Lane 
said. “We have seen more of our 
customers come out to mail essen-
tial items to family and friends who 
need them but are unable to get them 
where they reside.” 

From distributing necessary 
items to being a comforting, famil-
iar face to locals, mail carriers and 
postal clerks like those in Fauquier 
are essential to life and commerce in 
small rural communities. During the 
pandemic, they have become more 
necessary than ever, agreed resi-
dents and postmasters. 

Postal carriers are helping out 
more vulnerable, house-bound cus-

tomers with post office 
boxes by giving mail 
carriers their packages 
to bring to their homes. 
North, in Warrenton, 
has also been sending 
parcels with friends and 
family. 

“It’s just a handful of 
people, but everybody 
tries to help one anoth-

er out, whether it’s picking up mail 
or going to the grocery store or just 
lending some sort of support,” said 
Karen Bowles, a clerk at the tiny 
Hume post office.  

Glascock said some residents in 
The Plains whose parents are unwell 
or elderly ask postal clerks to come 
outside to load packages into their 
cars. Older customers with postal 
boxes can also request home deliv-
eries. Though this isn’t a service 
the post office typically provides, 
Glascock said they’re willing to do it 
during the pandemic.  

President Donald Trump wants to 
privatize the postal service, which he 
asserts is not as efficient as a private 
company would be. For now, he has 
told the agency it must quadruple the 
price for mailing packages and has 
threatened to hold up a $10 billion 
Treasury Department loan meant to 
help it survive temporarily. 

Recent cost-cutting measures 
have led to delays in delivery time, 
postal officials and postal unions 
have said. Trump has also asserted 
without evidence that the expected 
surge in mail-in ballots 
this presidential election 
will result in widespread 
fraud. Most state and 
local election registers 
disagree, saying they are 
confident that mail-in 
ballots are secure. Some 
cities have set up mail-
boxes designated for bal-
lots-only and will employ monitors 
to oversee the collection process. 

The increase in online shopping 
has given a financial boost to the 
agency, which has been plagued for 
more than a decade by large employ-
ee health care costs, according to 
Congressional investigators. 

But there’s also been a significant 
decrease in first class and advertis-
ing mail, said John McHugh, chair-
man of the Package Coalition, an in-
dustry group of online retailers. 

"The COVID-19 pandemic has 
taken a big bite out of the Postal Ser-
vice,” McHugh said in an interview.  

The more than 600,000, mostly 
unionized postal workers deliver the 

mail to 160 million residences six 
days a week.  

In Hume, clerk Bowles said peo-
ple seem to be going out of their way 
to give their shipping business to 
the local post offices instead of to a 
commercial carrier. 

“As long as people are continuing 
to use their local post office, that’s 
supporting a local business,” she 
said.  

Customers also are buying more 
stamps to send and receive letters 

to those they can’t see 
in person while stay-at-
home orders are in place, 
she said.  

Simon Shrock, 83, fre-
quently sends out books 
and cards from the Cat-
lett post office. But when 
the virus hit, his family 
became concerned about 
his trips there. Catlett 

Postmaster Allay Whitter agreed to 
serve Shrock outside from his car, so 
he doesn’t have to go inside and risk 
exposure to the virus, Shrock said. 

In a letter to the editor of the Fau-
quier Times, Shrock called Whitter’s 
kindness “a touch of God’s grace.”  

The appreciation goes both ways. 
“Current financial issues notwith-

standing,” said Bowles in Hume, 
“there’s a good connection with our 
community.”  

Anna Hovey is a summer intern 
from the University of Maryland’s 
journalism school. Her internship 
was made possible by the Piedmont 
Journalism Foundation and the John 
S. and James L. Knight Foundation. 

Local postal carriers deliver extra care during pandemic 
Parcel volume is up 60% to 80% 

PHOTO BY ANNA HOVEY 
Head clerk Joe North surveys the Warrenton Post Office lobby from behind the 
counter’s protective barrier. 

"The COVID-19 
pandemic 
has taken a 
big bite out 
of the Postal 
Service.”

John McHugh

“As long as 
people are 
continuing to use 
their local post 
office, that’s 
supporting a 
local business.”

Karen Bowles

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/ROBIN EARL
Postmaster Stephanie Lane stands outside of the Marshall Post Office where 
she works.
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Channing Gonzalez, 10, waits on deck during a Greater Fauquier Baseball Little 
League scrimmage in Vint Hill on Thursday. 

By Coy Ferrell 
Times sTaff WriTer 

Even in the middle of a pandemic, 
sometimes baseball games are still 
canceled for old-fashioned reasons.  

Dark clouds loomed on the hori-
zon as a Little League scrimmage 
between the “Nationals” and the 
“Orioles” commenced Thursday 
evening in Vint Hill. The uniforms 
were mismatched and unofficial, 
and the kids were 10 to 12 years old. 
About an hour into the game the 
thunder started, followed shortly by 
rain, ending the game after only a 
few innings.  

The scrimmage was part of a free, 
informal summer league organized 
by Greater Fauquier Baseball Little 
League after its spring season – usu-
ally the highlight of the baseball cal-

endar - was canceled entirely as the 
novel coronavirus pandemic spread 
to Virginia in March.  

Canceling the spring season was 
“heartbreaking,” said league presi-
dent Bryan Kniceley, and the sum-

mer “sandlot” league was a way to 
get kids back out on the field, even if 
it wasn’t baseball as usual. 

Families didn’t have to pay any 
registration fees for the summer 
league, which began in late June and 
will end this weekend. If the games 
had umpires, they were volunteers. 
Technically, no one kept score. (In 
reality, of course, almost every play-
er and coach knows the score at any 
given moment.) No new uniforms 
were distributed to players.  

“Everybody has been very sup-
portive [of the summer league]. 
We got a lot of positive feedback,” 
Kniceley said.   

The local Little League is one of 
several youth sports organizations 
cautiously resuming practices and 

Young athletes return to the field after spring competitions canceled 

By Robin Earl 
Times sTaff WriTer 

Some employers in the county are wrestling with 
when they should welcome employees back to work 
after a COVID-19 exposure or illness, according to 
Rob Marino, executive director of the Fauquier Free 
Clinic and experts from the Rappahannock-Rapi-
dan Health District at the Virginia Department of 
Health. 

“We have had some of our clients saying they 
need a coronavirus test because their employers tell 
them they must have a negative test before they re-
turn to work,” Marino said. 

He explained that this creates difficulties because if 

they get a standard PCR test, it can take more than a 
week to get the results back. And, he added, the rap-
id test that is available comes with a $75 out-of-pocket 

Test-based return to work strategy  
is flawed, say health experts 
CDC recommends time-based 
clearance for employees A thermal scanner 

reads the body 
temperature of 
Dustin Dawson, a 
Town of Warrenton 
building inspector, 
at town hall.  

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/
COY FERRELL 

By Angela Roberts 
special To The fauquier Times 

A little less than one 
month after Mississip-
pi’s governor signed 
off on a bill removing 
the Confederate bat-
tle emblem from the 
state’s flag, the Rem-
ington Town Council 
did the same — vot-
ing unanimously on 
July 20 to change the 
town seal, which for 
decades featured a 
small depiction of a 
confederate flag. 

Since 1985, the seal could be seen on signs 

Signs with the 
Remington town seal 

were recently changed 
to feature a Virginia 

state flag instead of a 
Confederate flag.

Remington votes 
for inclusivity 

See YOUNG ATHLETES, page 4

See WORK, page 8See REMINGTON, page 4

A BIG BASS IN A 
SMALL POND:

angler TesTs fauquier 
counTy WaTers. 
sporTs, Page 13



Fauquier Times | www.fauquier.com | August 5, 20204      NEWS

along the town’s borders and on the Remington Town 
Hall. But in the wake of the killing of George Floyd 
— a Black man who died after a white Minneapolis 
police officer knelt on his neck for almost nine min-
utes — town council members said it had been van-
dalized.  

Vice Mayor Devada Allison said the council 
had previously chosen not to take action after 
hearing from residents upset by the battle flag’s 
inclusion in the seal. But in light of the national 
reckoning over institutionalized racism and the 
“healing process” happening in the country, he 
said council members recognized it was time for 
the seal to change. 

“We are moving forward as a community,” he 
said. “We definitely want Remington to be repre-
sented as welcoming to everybody, because that’s 
what it is.” 

Ryan Hart, owner of Waterline Aquatics — a 
swimming pool repair service in Remington — 
celebrated the council’s vote. He and his wife 
bought their first home in Remington eight years 
ago, and are now raising their three children in the 
town. He wants them to be proud of their town, he 
said, and not be looked down upon by those who 
assume it is racist because of the presence of the 
Confederate battle flag on its emblem. 

His wife, Amanda Hart, agreed. Though she 
grew up a mile outside the town, she said its seal 
really began to bother her and her husband after 
they moved to Remington. Many of their friends 
and family members are people of color, and it 
hurt that they had to drive past the seal on their 
way to the Harts’ house. 

Plus, she and her husband both were emphat-
ic that the Confederate battle flag does not  rep-
resent the character of Remington. When they 

had a small house fire last month, their neighbors 
stepped up to take care of them, Hart said, bring-
ing over meals and checking in to see if they were 
alright. 

“Our neighbors are just so lovely, and the town 
is just incredibly sweet and thoughtful,” she said. 
“That’s important to me — to represent the love 
and kindness we’ve got going on in our commu-
nity.” 

About a month before the council’s vote, McK-
enna Cupka — a rising eighth-grader at Taylor 
Middle School in Warrenton — started a petition 
condemning the battle flag’s inclusion in the town 
seal. Her family lived in Remington until she was 
8 years old, and a sign near M.M. Pierce Elemen-
tary — where she went to school — featured the 
town’s seal. 

Since the time she was young, Cupka said she 
has had an issue with the battle flag’s inclusion on 
the seal. 

“I just thought it wasn’t something that should 
be on a sign — especially where kids of color go,” 
she said. “I didn’t think history should be erased. 
I think it should be taught about, but I personally 
view it as a hateful thing.” 

Around the same time Cupka started the pe-
tition — which eventually gained more than 200 
signatures — Hart connected with the town’s 
school board representative over social media. He 
had asked his Facebook friends if they would be 
OK with having a Confederate battle flag on their 
town’s seal, sparking a discussion in the comment 
section. 

From there, school board member Stephanie 
Litter-Reber started researching the seal’s histo-
ry, reaching out to the man — Tom Reese Jr. — 
who designed it. At the council’s July meeting, 
Litter-Reber explained that Reese hadn’t meant to 
hurt his Black neighbors by including the battle 
flag in the seal’s design. Instead, he said he had 
done so for the same reason he included a silhou-
ette of a train in the design: to represent the town’s 
history. 

Between 1862 and 1863, two Civil War battles 
were fought at the Rappahannock Station in Rem-

ington. The Confederate army won the first battle 
and the Union army claimed a major victory in 
the second battle. For that reason, Litter-Reber ex-
plained in a Facebook post, Reese had designed 
the seal so that the American flag was bigger than 
the Confederate battle flag. 

But those who visit Remington may not under-
stand this history, and may see the seal as a sym-
bol that the town accepts hatred — something that 
couldn’t be further from the truth, she wrote. 

“Our town takes care of each other.  It’s time 
to design a seal that honors our history -- but also 
honors our present and our future and depicts us 
as the loving community that we are,” she wrote. 

Up until the town council’s next meeting on 
Aug. 17, anyone who lives in Remington is wel-
come to submit a design for the new town seal. 
Then, town council members will narrow the sub-
missions down to three designs, and ask residents 
to vote for their favorite. 

But even though the meeting is still weeks 
away, the Confederate battle flag can no longer 
be seen on the seals on the town’s welcome signs 
and government buildings. Initially, Hart said, the 
council used images of the Virginia state flag it 
had printed out to cover the emblem, but the paper 
images were torn down. 

So he took matters into his own hands. With 
the council’s permission, he called up Piedmont 
Press & Graphics in Warrenton, and the business 
offered to donate vinyl decals of the state flag that 
could be used to cover the Confederate battle flag. 
Then he drove around town, sticking the decals 
over the Confederate flag as a temporary solution. 

“Having the rebel flag on the sign was a divi-
sive symbol and not really representative of the 
inclusive community that we have here,” he said. 
“It’s a good time to get rid of it, so everybody feels 
welcome that comes to our town and sees our wel-
come signs.” 

Angela Roberts is a summer intern from the 
University of Maryland’s journalism school. 
Her internship was made possible by the Pied-
mont Journalism Foundation and the John S. and 
James L. Knight Foundation. 

competitions as the fall season – 
usually a busy time for youth sports 
– approaches. To use fields owned by 
the Fauquier County Department of 
Parks and Recreation, like the one in 
Vint Hill, each league or team - some 
travel organizations applied individ-
ually - had to submit a return-to-play 
plan to the department.  

“Groups were asked to consid-
er social distancing in dugouts and 
team benches, group size restrictions, 
no shared equipment, and the need 
for an additional waiver related to 
COVID,” explained Thomas Schoe-
nauer, the parks department’s superin-
tendent. “The department also asked 
each group to identify a designated 
COVID-19 league representative who 
would be the point of contact for ques-
tions and enforcement.”  

As of Friday, the parks department 
had approved return-to-play plans 
from four leagues: Greater Fauquier 
Baseball Little League, Warrenton 
Youth Sports Club, Fauquier Coun-
ty Soccer Club and Fauquier Youth 
Football. Each league has a plan for 
fall competitions beginning in August 
or September. Six travel baseball or-
ganizations (who compete in several 
leagues) also have approved plans in 
place to use county fields, along with 
one travel lacrosse organization.  

“Not all sports have plans to return, 
so our fields are at about 75% capacity 
heading into the fall,” he explained. 

“At this time, we haven’t had any 
major issues with approved groups 
not following their plans,” Schoe-
nauer said. “It has more been groups 
walking on to the fields not being 
aware of our protocols, who we edu-
cate and ask to follow all necessary 
items to properly schedule field use.” 

The 16-point Little League plan, for 
instance, forbids the sharing of equip-
ment among players and asks players, 
coaches and spectators to maintain 10 
feet of separation whenever possible. 
Enclosed dugouts are off-limits entire-
ly. For fields with fenced dugouts, like 
the one in Vint Hill, players are encour-
aged not to congregate, instead spread-
ing out nearby or sitting with their fam-
ilies between innings. The frequent use 

of hand sanitizer is encouraged.  
Even with the restrictions, Thurs-

day’s scrimmage mostly looked like 
a normal evening at the ballfield. The 
effects of the pandemic were only no-
ticeable upon close inspection: a bottle 
of hand sanitizer on the dugout bench, 
the lack of the usual congratulatory 
high-fives between innings. Kids and 
parents alike were just happy there 
was something fun to anticipate after 
schools and other activities had been 
shuttered for so long.  

“As soon as they said they were 
doing [a summer league], we signed 
up,” said Kiley Gonzalez, of Beale-
ton, as her son Channing, 10, was at-
bat during Thursday’s scrimmage. 
“A lot of the kids really missed this.”  

One of Channing’s coaches, Mike 

Young athletes return to the field after spring competitions canceled 

Remington votes  
for inclusivity  
REMINGTON, from page 1

YOUNG ATHLETES, from page 1 Fauquier Central Sports 
Complex to open Aug. 15 

The long-awaited Fauquier County 
Central Sports Complex will open 
for practices and games Aug. 15, 
according to Thomas Schoenauer, 
the parks and recreation 
superintendent. The complex 
is located at the intersection of 
Meetze and Old Auburn Roads 
outside Warrenton, adjacent to the 
Fauquier County Fairgrounds.  

Currently, only Greater Fauquier 
Baseball Little League has confirmed 
its field-use schedule for the fall, 
but other leagues may finalize their 
schedules soon, Schoenauer added.  

The 72-acre complex consists 
of one full-size artificial turf field, 
five baseball-softball fields, five 
Bermuda grass rectangular fields 
and a walking and equestrian trail. 
Permanent restrooms, irrigation 
systems and field lighting are 
planned to be added in the next 
phases of construction.  

To date, the $13.2 million project 
has been funded by $8.8 million 
in debt issued by the county; 
the remainder has been paid for 
by direct county funding and by 
grants from the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund and Virginia 
Department of Transportation. See YOUNG ATHLETES, page 5

A bottle of hand 
sanitizer sits in the 
dugout along with 
other equipment 
during a Greater 
Fauquier Baseball 
Little League 
scrimmage in Vint 
Hill on Thursday. 

TIMES STAFF 
PHOTO/COY 
FERRELL
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The Warrenton Aquatic and Rec-
reation Facility has successfully 
completed its members-only reopen-
ing and is welcoming members, new 
members, existing MVP pass hold-
ers, and new MVP pass holders, 
according to an email addressed to 
members July 29. The new access 
has been in place since Thursday, 
July 30. 

The release outlined what fa-
cilities would be open and what 
COVID-19 mitigation procedures 
would be in place -- including tem-
perature and health screenings at the 
WARF entrance as well as enhanced 
sanitation protocols. 

Day pass holders will not be able 
to enter the WARF during this time. 
Facility usage will be limited to the 
fitness room, leisure pool (lazy river 
for water walking) and competition 
pool.  

Use of the WARF is by reserva-
tion only at this time for all activi-
ties. Reservations may be made up 
to 48 hours in advance on the WARF 
website (www.warfonline.com) or 
via telephone (540-349-2520) during 
operating hours.  

When reserving online, members 
will need to log into their account. 
MVP holders will need to create an 
online account to make a reservation 
online.  

Swimming pools: The leisure 
pool (lazy river) is now open for wa-
ter walking (up to four people per 
45-minute reservation).  

The big slide, beach area (water 
works), and spa will remain closed 
at this time.   

The competition pool will be open 
for lap swimming and water walking 
with a reservation. Lanes are avail-
able for reservation for 45 minutes at 
the start of each hour. Once the 45 
minutes have passed and members 
have exited the pool, staff will per-
form sanitization of all public sur-
faces.   

To maintain physical distancing, 
lanes are restricted to one person per 
time slot, or up to three people from 
the same household or family. 

Swim lessons: No group or pri-
vate swim lessons will be held at this 
time. 

Fitness room: Fitness equipment 
has been spread out throughout the 
facility to allow for proper physical 
distancing. At this time, up to 20 

people are permitted to use the fit-
ness equipment per hour with a res-
ervation.   

Additionally, the multi-purpose 
room has been set up to allow for 
eight people per hour to use the spin 
bicycles.  

All fitness reservations are for 
45 minutes at the start of each 
hour. Once the 45 minutes have 
passed and members have exited the 
area, staff will perform sanitization 
of all used surfaces.  

Locker rooms: Members are 
strongly encouraged to arrive and 
leave the facility in their workout at-
tire and shower at their homes. How-
ever, locker rooms remain open 
should members choose to use 
them. Locker usage will be restrict-
ed to only those that meet physical 
distancing guidelines. 

Group fitness: Group fitness 
classes will not be held at this time.  

Child care: Becky’s Corner child 
care room remains closed at this 
time. 
Safety measures in place 

Members are encouraged to wear 
masks/face coverings when enter-
ing or exiting the facility and while 
in lobby areas. Face coverings do 
not need to be worn while exercis-
ing. All staff are required to wear 
face coverings when working in 
public areas. 

To comply with physical distanc-

ing orders, all equipment has been 
spaced 10 feet apart or has a sign 
asking participants to adhere to the 
10 feet of distance. Markers on the 
floor encourage 10-foot distance be-
tween members. Members are en-
couraged to keep interactions with 
other members and staff brief and 
with appropriate physical distance. 
Cleaning and sanitation 

Hand sanitizer stations have been 
placed throughout the facility. Mem-
bers and staff are encouraged to 
wash and sanitize their hands upon 
entrance to the facility and be-
fore and after using public equip-
ment. Members are encouraged to 
sanitize their fitness equipment be-
fore and after use.  

Swimmers will be asked to keep 
their belongings in a designated lo-
cation at the end of their swim lane. 

During the last 15 minutes of ev-
ery hour, the facility will close to 
allow staff to completely sanitize 
all public areas. Additionally, staff 
will maintain regular cleaning of 
high-traffic areas throughout the 
day. 
Pre-screening  
of COVID-19 symptoms 

All members and staff will un-
dergo an automatic temperature 
screening upon entrance to the fa-
cility using a hospital-grade thermal 
camera. Upon arrival, members are 
asked to check-in at the front desk 

and wait for staff to ask a few ques-
tions to screen for COVID-19 symp-
toms prior to admission to the rest of 
the facility. 

Any person experiencing any of 
the following symptoms will not be 
permitted admittance to the facility: 
• Fever (temperature of 100.4°F or 

higher) or chills 
• Nausea or vomiting 
• Shortness of breath or difficulty 

breathing 
• Cough or fatigue 
• Muscle or body aches 
• Headache 
• Recent loss of taste or smell 
• Sore throat 
• Congestion or runny nose 

Any person who returns a high-
er-than-normal temperature reading 
from the thermal camera of 100.4°F 
or higher will not be permitted fur-
ther access to the facility. 

Additionally, any person who has 
been in close contact with some-
one who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the last 14 days, or 
somebody who is suspected of hav-
ing COVID-19 in the last 14 days, 
will not be admitted into the facility. 
Memberships 

All members who had an active 
status as of March 14 will have their 
membership extended to reflect time 
they missed, up to four months add-
ed to their membership upon their 
return to the facility. Monthly bill-
ing membership fees will be drafted 
as scheduled on Aug. 1. 

Anyone who does not feel com-
fortable returning to the facility at 
this time may contact the WARF 
to request a membership freeze. All 
administrative fees for freezes will 
be waived until further notice. 

Hours 
Facility hours: 
Monday to Thursday: 5 a.m.  
to 8 p.m. 
Friday: 5 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday: Closed 
Leisure pool hours  
(lazy river for water walking): 
Monday to Thursday: 9 a.m.  
to 8 p.m. 
Friday: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday: Noon to 5 p.m. 
Sunday: closed 

Equipment in the WARF fitness room has been spaced out to facilitate social 
distancing. Other exercise equipment has been placed throughout the facility to 
allow for spaced out exercising.

WARF moves into next phase of controlled opening

King, of New Baltimore, said, “I 
think it makes the world feel a little 
bit back to normal. I think people are 
looking at this as salvation, honest-
ly, from a discombobulated world.” 
He added that, since the spring sea-
son was canceled, “I think that there 
will be a little bit more emphasis put 
on the fall.”  

King’s 10-year-old son, Daw-
son, lit up when considering how 
the summer league affected his 
life after so many other activities 
were canceled. “It really helped 
with my boredom,” he said. 

“There was so much boredom.” 
He will attend Highland School 
in the fall; he is most looking for-
ward to seeing his friends again.  

Going into the fall season, which 
will have the same COVID restric-
tions in place but follow a more tradi-
tional structure - with paid umpires, 
uniforms and scorebooks - Knicely 
said that registration numbers are 
down compared to last year. “I’m 
sure most parents have their focus on 
what they are doing for school,” he 
said. But, he added, “We hope that 
people look to us, kind of see us as 
kind of an outlet for their child.” 

YOUNG ATHLETES, from page 4 Recreation league  
registration information 

Greater Fauquier Baseball Little 
League fall season registration is 
currently open and ends Aug. 17. 
Children ages 4 to 16 can participate. 
The season will begin Aug. 24. More 
information is available at gfbll.com.

Warrenton Youth Sports Club, which 
sponsors leagues for several sports, 
will hold activities outdoors this fall. 
Registration for fall recreational volleyball 
is currently open for ages 6 to 18; 
practices and games will be held at the 
outdoor courts at Athey Sports Complex. 
Recreational soccer and basketball teams 
are limited to practices currently. WYSC 

travel teams are not necessarily under 
the same restrictions. More information is 
available at wysc.org. 

Fauquier County Soccer Club 
recreational league registration is currently 
open and ends Aug. 24. Children ages 2 
to 18 can participate. Games begin Sept. 
8. Registration for the organization’s 
travel teams is handled separately. More 
information is available at fcsc.org. 

Fauquier Youth Football has postponed 
its tackle football season until spring and 
is instead hosting a seven-on-seven non-
contact football league this fall. Children 
ages 6 to 18 can participate. Cheerleading 
for ages 6 to 13 will also be offered this 
fall. More information is available at 
fauquieryouthfootball.com. 
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By Robin Earl 
Times sTaff WriTer 

Parents who discovered on Aug. 
10 that school instruction would be 
delivered 100% virtually because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic may have 
found their lives upended – again. 
The county’s teachers, too, were 
forced to quickly rethink how to de-
liver lessons to their students. Fau-
quier County abandoned its original 
plan to enlist a hybrid model (some 
remote and some in-person classes) 
when it became apparent that the di-
vision did not have the workforce to 
make that happen in 2020.  

Students will get some live in-
struction from their teachers (syn-
chronistic learning); some days they 
will be given assignments to com-
plete independently (asynchronistic 
learning). 

Classes started Monday, but 
teachers are easing students into 
digital learning slowly. Serious in-
struction is not expected to start un-
til at least next week. 

Nicole Goepper, who teaches 
French at Fauquier High School, said 
during the school division’s podcast 
“Now We’re Talking” on Friday that 

the last month or so has been an ex-
treme emotional roller coaster. “Last 
Monday,” she said, “I sensed around 
here that everybody was a little bit 
crumbling under the stress. It got 
really real. I found myself in a low, 
anxious place.” 

She said that she stood up in a 
leadership meeting and talked of 
positivity, optimism and enthusiasm 
for the task in front of them. 

“As the words came out of my 
mouth, I felt my whole mindset flip; I 
felt a cloud being lifted off Fauquier 

High School. And that’s when ideas 
began to flow.” 

Soon after that experience, she 
said, she was presented with an op-
portunity to hold a virtual exchange 
program with students in France. 

It’s one example of how teachers 
are adapting to the new circum-
stances. They are relying on train-
ing they’ve participated in over the 

By Robin Earl 
Times sTaff WriTer 

The Rev. Dick Winter was laud-
ed by friends and family on Thurs-
day, Aug. 21, as he celebrated his 
98th birthday. The pandemic pre-
vented a traditional party, but that 
didn’t stop his admirers from roll-
ing past his house, honking and 
cheering all the way. 

Bright and shiny trucks from 
the Warrenton Fire Department 
were there, as were numerous po-
lice vehicles and dozens of friends 
who wanted to make sure his birth-
day was happy. 

Winter served as pastor of the 
Warrenton Presbyterian Church 
from 1951 until 1987. He became 
active in the community early on, 
serving as a volunteer fireman and as 
chaplain of the Warrenton Volunteer 

Warrenton throws Rev. Winter a birthday parade

Teachers: We are ready to rock 100% virtual school year

COURTESY PHOTO
Brittany Hundley teaches third grade at Greenville Elementary. 

See REMOTE, page 6

PHOTO BY CARSON MCRAE/MCRAE VISUAL MEDIA 
Steve Ross and Roy Crane of the Warrenton Fire Department stopped by to visit 
with their friend the Rev. Dick Winter, with whom they served “back in the day.” See WINTERS, page 11

Teachers’ children eligible  
for day care in school buildings 

Free child care is available to 
Fauquier County Public School 
staff for their children aged 4 to 11 
who attend Fauquier County public 
schools. The child care is being 
provided by FCPS staff or staff 
members of Fauquier Community 
Child Care.  

As of Aug. 21, about 96 children 
were expected to participate, 
but school spokeswoman Tara 
Helkowski said the number will 
probably fluctuate. 

Activities during child care will 
include completion of school 
assignments and recreational 
opportunities.  

By Robin Earl 
Times sTaff WriTer 

Forty-five people who live or work 
at Warrenton’s Brookside Nursing 
and Rehab Center are actively pos-
itive for COVID-19 as of Tuesday 
morning – 35 current residents and 
10 employees, according to Beverly 
Greene, administrator of the facility. 
The Virginia Department of Health 
was reporting Tuesday that a total of 
48 cases have been associated with 
the outbreak. 

Greene said that three people 
have been hospitalized; one has 
returned to Brookside and two are 

45 ‘active’ cases  
of COVID-19  
at Warrenton  
nursing home 

See NURSING HOME, page 2

ELLEN ALLEN 
RETIRES:

CounTy CoaChing 
legend led Teams aT 
KeTTle run, liberTy 

and fauquier. 
SPORTS, Page 13
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During what is surely going to be an election 
season rife with fear, misinformation and fraud-
ulent claims about our voting system, every 
citizen needs to know the facts. After research-
ing the topics of absentee voting vs. universal 
mail-in voting, the distinction is simply this: 

In absentee voting, a citizen requests an 
absentee ballot online, via phone,or through 
the mail and provides the election office proof 
of their eligibility to vote. They receive a ballot 
with instructions on how to complete and sub-
mit it. President Donald Trump and his family 
vote absentee and he has publicly stated that he 
believes this is safe. 

Universal mail-in voting involves the state 
automatically mailing ballots to every registered 
voter to enable them to easily vote absentee. 
Note that I said every registered voter. What 
does this tell us? It is an effort to cut the red 
tape and get the ballots to folks who are already 
registered to vote. Both Oregon (Blue) and Utah 
(Red) are among the states doing this for the 

2020 election. 
In addition, more than half of states allow 

for ballots to be collected by a family member 
or friend or other volunteer to be returned on 
the voter’s behalf. This provision is designed to 
boost turnout and ensure voters who are older, 
homebound, disabled, or live far from U.S. post-
al services can get their ballot returned. This is 
not a new practice and helps our most vulnera-
ble citizens to vote. 

According to the U.S. News and World Re-
port, “One of the few recent instances of fraud 
related to ballot collection happened in North 
Carolina in 2018, resulting in a congressional 
election being overturned. A state probe there 
found that a Republican political operative ille-
gally gathered ballots and workers testified that 
they were directed to collect blank or incom-
plete ballots, forge signatures and fill in votes. 
Officials overturned the election.” 

The instances of voter fraud related to absen-
tee voting are rare. Here are the facts as cited by 

Charles Stewart, director of the MIT Election 
Data and Science Lab. “There have been 143 
cases of fraud using mailed ballots over the 
course of 20 years, which comes out to seven to 
eight cases per year, nationally. We are talking 
about an occurrence that translates to about 
0.00006 percent of total votes cast." 

Beware of claims about mail-in voter fraud. 
It is a red herring designed to have you believe 
you cannot trust the outcome of this critically 
important election. Consider this: when fraud is 
uncovered – no matter how insignificant – it is 
a clear example of the system working. Anyone 
committing voter fraud will face arrest, fines 
and possible jail time. Our country takes the 
sanctity of our voting system seriously. Trust 
that, over any rhetoric to the contrary. 

Most importantly, please vote. Your vote 
matters! There are several options for voting 
and, if you haven’t registered to vote, please do 
so now. Go to: www.vote.elections.virgina.gov/
voterinformation to get the facts and make your 
plan to vote. 

KATHY KADILAK 
The Plains 

Absentee and universal mail-in voting is safe and legal 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Fire Department. The reverend’s son, Tom Winter, 
said that his father was an active volunteer firefighter 
for decades and was frequently the first to respond, 
since his church was right next to the firehouse on 
Main Street. 

Winter has been a Rotarian for 65 years, ac-
cording to fellow Rotarian Amelia Stansell. 

At Fauquier Hospital, Winter participated in 
the dedication of the hospital in 1954 and at the 
groundbreaking for the hospital expansion in 
1976. Tom Winter said he remembered many eve-
nings that his father “had to ‘run up to the hospi-
tal,’ and it was not always for one of his church 
members.” For his years of service, he was hon-

ored as the Top of the Tree honoree at Fauquier 
Hospital in 2011. 

Tom Winter said, “I always saw him as giving 
of himself in service to others, which I think is 
reflected from his time in the Marines, as a pas-
tor, Rotarian, fireman, community participant and 
spouse and parent. His parents were missionaries 
in the 1920s and I think that laid the groundwork.” 

Winter was married to Mary Ruth Winter for 
31 years; she died in 1976. He then married Helen 
Hoffman; they were also married for 31 years un-
til she passed away in 2012. The reverend has five 
children, 24 grandchildren and many great-grand-
children. 

Tom Winter explained, “Upon retirement, af-
ter a period of laying low, he was named pastor 
emeritus and continued to officiate at weddings, 
baptisms and funerals for families that had a long 
connection with him, as long as it wasn't interfer-
ing with the new pastor at the church.”  

Tom Winter and his siblings threw their dad a 
birthday party at Fauquier Hospital’s Bistro on the 
Hill last year, but really wanted to do something 
special for his 98th. 

He said, “I had several people that said they 
missed seeing my dad ... When I looked at the 
photo of my dad with all five children at last year's 
gathering and I knew that the others would not 
be able to be here, I started developing the plan. I 
reached out to the church, the Rotary Club and the 
fire company to see if they would be interested. 

They were all very enthusiastic and immediately 
started spreading the word.” 

Tom Winter said that the parade was a “partial” 
surprise. “In order to get him to agree to come out and 
have a seat, we told him that the fire company wanted 
to drive by in ‘his’ truck, like a parade. He did not 
know that we had reached out to the other groups, nor 
did we know that the fire company would bring five 
units. They had also reached out on my behalf to get 
the police and sheriff included. He loved it!” 

Winter’s son assured that his father “is in 
amazing health for a 98-year-old that played hard 
-- particularly in tennis (though his past included 
football and pole-vaulting in college) … And he 
has a pacemaker, so his body has been through a 
lot. So, each birthday we get to celebrate with him 
is a blessing for us.” 

WINTERS, from page 1

Warrenton throws Rev. Winter a birthday parade

The Rev. Dick Winter and Lytisha Mann wave to the 
socially distanced crowds of well-wishers. 

PHOTOS BY CARSON MCRAE/MCRAE VISUAL MEDIA 
Fire trucks, police vehicles and about 50 cars rolled by 
Aug. 20 to wish the Rev. Dick Winter a happy birthday. 

Trenton Phifer, who will be 6 years 
old this week, swings at a pitch 

during a Monday evening baseball 
practice at the newly opened Central 
Sports Complex on Meetz Road, part 

of Greater Fauquier Baseball Little 
League’s fall season. 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL



By Coy Ferrell
Times sTaff WriTer

Mike Potter was working as much as 70 hours a 
week for a beer distribution company when he and his 
wife welcomed a baby to the family. Their child was 
born prematurely, and though he had a good job – he 
had started as a driver with the company and worked 
his way up to a managerial position – his time in the 
neonatal intensive care unit with his wife and new-
born spurred him to explore a more stable career path. 

“Once we got out of the hospital, I really just 
started jumping headfirst into it, furthering my 
education,” the soft-spoken 37-year-old said. 

He had never really considered going to college, 
he said, but the Fauquier County native had always 
had an interest in emergency management – the be-
hind-the-scenes logistics that make or break a gov-
ernment’s response to a crisis. Several years on from 
that decision, he now leads the town of Warrenton’s 
response to a global pandemic. 

In addition to his day job, Potter is continuing his 
two decades of service as a volunteer firefighter in 
Remington. He is a junior at Liberty University, where 
he is pursuing a degree in fire management, and one 
class away from completing the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s National Emergency Man-
agement Basic Academy. (His final class this spring 
was, ironically, postponed due to the pandemic.) 

In his capacity as interim emergency services 
coordinator with the town, Potter has since March 
been responsible for maintaining the town’s stock 
of personal protective equipment and cleaning 

supplies, creating processes for sanitizing town-
owned buildings, training staff members on new 
procedures and standards and generally ensuring 
the town can continue to deliver services during a 
once-in-a-lifetime situation.

By Robin Earl 
Times sTaff WriTer 

Fauquier has already had a taste of Graze to 
Griddle hamburgers, and Culpeper food truck 
owner Corey Ritchie is betting that residents 
want more. 

Beginning Sept. 15, Ritchie and his crew will 
be selling burgers from 156 Alexandria Pike – 
from a trailer in the parking lot of Power Trucks 
USA, across from Eva Walker Park in Warren-
ton. Although the trailer will be at that location 
for lunch Monday through Saturday (11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.), it may be elsewhere for dinner (4 to 
8 p.m.). It’s a mobile enterprise, so it has the 
flexibility to go where the customers are. “It’s a 
trailer on wheels. I’ll tow it in every day.” 
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By Coy Ferrell
Times sTaff WriTer

Along with expanding county em-
ployees’ access to child care for their 
children, members of the board of 
supervisors will also likely discuss 
at a work session this week the pos-
sibility of using CARES Act funding 
to subsidize child care for low-in-

come county residents, according to 
a Sept. 1 email from County Admin-
istrator Paul McCulla. 

Following a public hearing, mem-
bers of the board of supervisors are 
expected to vote Thursday, Sept. 10, 
on a spending plan for a second allo-
cation of $5.3 million from the Coro-
navirus Relief Fund, which was creat-

ed by the CARES Act. (The county’s 
three incorporated towns will also 
receive federal disbursements of the 
same amount as the first.)

Supervisors will likely discuss us-
ing funds allocated to the Fauquier 
County government through the fed-
eral CARES Act to subsidize daycare 
for a handful of county employees’ 

children. According to a recent survey 
of county staff, only seven employees, 
representing 12 children, would utilize 
a free or subsidized daycare program, 
a much smaller number than was es-
timated after county employees were 
surveyed on the issue in early August. 

Behind the scenes, Mike Potter helps guide 
Warrenton government through pandemic

Supervisors consider using federal relief funds to expand child care access

Graze to Griddle 
brings grass-fed 
burgers to Warrenton 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/ROBIN EARL
A double burger with an order of cheese curds.

See BURGERS, page 4

See CHILD CARE, page 4

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
Mike Potter is the interim emergency services 
coordinator for the town of Warrenton.

See POTTER, page 7
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Potter has worked for the town since 
2018 in the public utilities department; 
he was a maintenance technician be-
fore the pandemic. “Then the whole 
COVID thing started, and I said, ‘Hey, 
if you need any help, let me know,’” he 
recollected. “And that’s pretty much 
how I got to where I am today.”

Warrenton Town Manager 
Brandie Schaeffer wrote to town 
council members about Potter last 
week. “I can’t tell you enough how 
great of a job he is doing for our 
town. As you know, he stepped in 
during COVID-19 in March just of-
fering to help; he has gone above and 
beyond each step of the way. I could 
not have gotten through this time 
without him. He is an integral part 
of our team here at town hall and is 
even stepping in to help with CARES 
Act … He is also helping in overall 
risk management with Virginia Oc-
cupational Safety and Health laws 
coming at us from Richmond.”

“My big thing is efficiency,” Potter 
said. “How can we do processes as ef-
ficiently and effectively as possible?” 
His work usually goes unnoticed, and 
that’s how he knows things are going 
smoothly. “It’s the kind of thing where, 
if it doesn’t work, then you’re in deep 
water,” he said of his efforts to help 
coordinate a Virginia Department of 
Health free testing event in June.

The testing day involved lots of 
moving parts – from recruiting and 

training volunteers to making adjust-
ments when a big crowd showed up, 
to working with representatives from 
the health department to make sure all 
the I’s were dotted and the T’s crossed.

When the Warrenton Aquatic and 
Recreation Facility reopened, Potter 
devised a simple system for indicat-
ing what gym equipment needs to be 
sanitized – a green sticker means the 
equipment has been cleaned and a red 
sticker means it has not been cleaned. 

This was just one of the many con-
siderations for reopening the recre-
ation center in a responsible manner, 
Potter said. He and other members 
of staff rearranged the interior spac-
es to create physical distance among 
guests and ensured the building was 
equipped with enough cleaning sup-
plies. The weight of the responsibility 
is not lost on Potter. “The last thing 
you want to do is open and then be 
responsible for an outbreak,” he said. 

Especially early in the pandem-
ic, maintaining the town’s stock of 
personal protective equipment and 
cleaning supplies proved difficult, 
as the global demand for that equip-
ment outpaced the supply chain. 

With some ingenuity, Potter and 
other members of town staff were 
able to overcome the supply chain 
issues. “One thing we learned is that 
suppliers often updated their website 
at night,” he said. “So, through a lot 
of time during the night at home, we 
were able to get our orders in before 

they ran out of stock the next day.”
The supply chain issues have 

been mostly resolved, he said. When 
the novel coronavirus outbreak at 
Brookside Rehab and Nursing Cen-
ter began, he coordinated with the 
county government at the health de-
partment to provide the facility with 
isolation gowns until they could get 
their supply chain established. 

It’s not all order forms and proce-
dure manuals, though – much of Pot-
ter’s role is to interact with employees 
to make sure they are properly trained, 
and their needs are met. When the state 
implemented new safety standards for 
employers in July, for instance, Potter 
was responsible for scheduling and 
training the town’s workers. He got 
feedback from employees that some 
of the cleaning products the town was 
using had a strong fragrance that was 

causing a reaction in some people; he 
found an alternative. 

When the town first started requir-
ing town employees to wear masks 
this summer, he said, some employees 
were reluctant. He reached out to staff 
members to listen to their concerns. 
“You’re not wearing it for your ideol-
ogy,” he said, “You’re wearing it for 
everyone else. Everything seems to 
be going back to normal, but you have 
to be in the mindset that everyone is a 
potential carrier [of the virus].”

When the WARF was set to reopen, 
some employees were concerned 
about the health risk to themselves. 
“So, I reached out to them and asked, 
‘What would make you feel safe?’” he 
said, “Which is something I’ve done 
through almost every department.” 

Reach Coy Ferrell at cferrell@
fauquier.com

By Robin Earl
Times sTaff WriTer

Dr. Louis Magdon, new orthopedic surgeon spe-
cializing in spine ailments with Blue Ridge Ortho-
paedic and Spine Center in Warrenton, believes that 
in addition to his degree and his experience, humili-
ty is an important attribute he brings to each patient 
appointment. “I have learned that if you listen to the 
patient, they are telling you the diagnosis,” he said. 
“The patient needs to have the floor; they need to talk. 

“Some of my patients will be very disabled. 
They will be in a lot of pain. As a doctor, you 
have to remember that you may be the first person 
to hear their whole story. I try to be as humble as 
possible; it’s a privilege to be entrusted with that.”

Most of the patients Magdon will be seeing 
are suffering from cervical (neck) or lumbar (low 
back) degenerative spine disease. He explained, 
“As we age, the wear and tear on our spines results 
in degenerative disease. This process takes place 
over the course of decades. However, while no one 
is immune from developing degenerative disease, 
only a fraction of patients experience symptoms.”

He listed common degenerative spine condi-
tions, including lumbar or cervical disc hernia-
tion, lumbar spinal stenosis, lumbar spondylolis-
thesis and cervical myelopathy. 

Magdon admitted, “These medical terms can be 
very confusing to patients,” so he explained the dis-
eases in terms of symptoms: “There are three sets of 
symptoms to note. The first is radiculopathy, or pain 
that radiates down the leg or arm. Patients may be 

aware of the term sciatica, which is just a specific and 
common type of radiculopathy of the lower back. 

“The second set of symptoms, often occurring 
in patients with lumbar spinal stenosis, is another 
kind of leg pain called neurogenic claudication. 
Patients often describe cramping in their legs. 
Their symptoms inhibit them from being able to 
walk long distances, and they experience relief by 
sitting or leaning over with some support.” 

Patients with these first two sets of symptoms, 
said Magdon, can initially expect conservative, 
nonsurgical symptom management using physical 
therapy and anti-inflammatory medication.

The final set of symptoms Magdon described are 
associated with myelopathy -- a more urgent matter. 
Symptoms usually result from spinal cord compres-
sion in the neck, though it can occur in the upper 
back as well. They include feeling off-balance while 
walking, clumsiness in the hands, and weakness of 
the arms and hands. In the case of these symptoms, 
urgent consultation with a spine surgeon is recom-
mended, he said. “The clinical course of patients with 
cervical myelopathy is not benign and, with the ex-
ception of mild cases, surgical treatment is advised.”

Other less common maladies that affect the 
spine are trauma – as would result from a car ac-

cident, for instance – infection or a tumor. 
Magdon said that spine surgery is most com-

monly performed in a hospital, but some less-in-
vasive cases may be performed in a surgery center 
like the Blue Ridge Orthopaedic Surgery Center 
at 52 West Shirley Ave. in Warrenton. 

Magdon said he was looking forward to joining 
Blue Ridge because of the other physicians in the 
practice. “I was very impressed with the practice. 
I’m excited at the opportunity.”

Magdon, 33, obtained a Doctor of Medicine de-
gree from Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical 
School in New Jersey, where he grew up. After a 
general surgery internship at Lenox Hill Hospital in 
New York City, Magdon completed an orthopedic 
surgery residency at Monmouth Medical Center in 
New Jersey. After residency, he received sub-spe-
cialized training in spine surgery with a spine fel-
lowship at Case Western Reserve University. He is 
a board-eligible orthopedic spine surgeon.

He replaces Dr. Jeffrey Wise, who retired from 
Blue Ridge in March. 

The Blue Ridge orthopedic medical team includes 
six orthopedic surgeons, two pain management phy-
sicians, five physician assistants and a dozen physical 
therapists at  Blue Ridge Physical Therapy . Blue Ridge 
sees patients in offices in Warrenton and Gainesville.

Magdon maintains privileges at Fauquier Hos-
pital in Warrenton, Haymarket Medical Center, 
and Haymarket Surgery Center. Patients may call 
540-347-9220 to schedule an appointment. 

Disclaimer: The content in the above article is in-
tended for educational purposes only. It should not 
be used to diagnose or treat any medical condition. 
Contact your doctor if you have a health concern.
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Dr. Louis Magdon, spine specialist, 
will replace retired Dr. Jeffrey Wise

Blue Ridge Orthopaedics welcomes a new surgeon

Dr. Louis 
Magdon

Work behind the scenes 
guides Warrenton government
POTTER, from page 1
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Thoughts on World War II and COVID-19

By Nancy Burch
special To The fauquier Times

Recently I was invited to reflect on some of my 
World War II experiences in London, because it 
was thought that those experiences might be help-
ful for us during this present COVID-19 crisis. 
We Brits are known for our “stiff upper lip” and 
our incredible ability to cope calmly even when 
our backs are against the wall.

Just a little of my background -- I was in my sev-
enth year when war was declared in 1939 and our 
family lived about 17 miles from the center of Lon-
don, in the county of Kent, one of the hardest hit 
regions by the blitz and buzz-bombs (V-1 rockets). 
Biggin Hill, home of the Royal Air Force Spitfires 
flown in the Battle of Britain, was just about 10 
miles from our home -- so we were in the thick of it.

Schooling was constantly interrupted during the 
daylight bombing, and when the siren sounded, we 
would walk, in an orderly fashion, to the above-
ground air raid shelter, made of reinforced concrete, 
to continue our lessons. Sometimes there was no 
electricity, and those shelters were scary places! 

My sister and I were not evacuated until the 
end of August 1944, shortly after Hitler unleashed 
his V-2 rockets, at which time our parents decided 
we should go, with our maternal grandparents, to 
stay with our great aunts in Scotland. We returned 
from Scotland the following April, having com-
pleted a full term of education in Scotland.

Many of you will be totally unaware of the fact 
that food and other rationing in the UK did not of-
ficially end until 1952 -- in other words, we were 

subject to rationing for 13 years -- those were my 
real formative years. It was a learning experience 
which has stood me in good stead throughout my 
life. I think I learned how to economize and make 
do. Another of the WWII slogans was “Make do 
-- and mend,” which is exactly what we did -- we 
mended our clothes and shoes, we repaired all 
sorts of household items -- it was definitely not a 
“throw away” society. 

Sometimes we went barefoot, but there did come 
a time when we were introduced to Lancashire 

clogs -- thick, wooden-soled shoes; something like 
a metal horseshoe was attached to the soles. They 
were traditionally worn by factory workers in the 
north of England. They never wore out!

Food was severely rationed -- we had about 8 
ounces of meat per week, for four people. We had 
a slightly smaller ration amount of butter, marga-
rine and cheese. Eggs, milk, fish and all other gro-
cery items, as well as vegetables and fruit were 
also severely rationed, or non-existent. Not one 
scrap of butter or margarine was left on the paper 
wrappers -- which were assiduously scraped to be 
sure every piece was garnered. (To this day, I still 
scrape my butter paper wrappings!)

“Keep calm and carry on.”
WINSTON S. CHURCHILL

PHOTO BY ROBIN EARL
Nancy Burch at her home in Warrenton, with her 
best friend.

COURTESY PHOTO
Nancy Burch, as a schoolgirl in England.

See BURCH, page 10
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Drippings from the small piece of 
meat, which was generally roasted 
on Sunday, were carefully collected 
because, when cooled, they could be 
spread on bread to make “bread and 
dripping sandwiches” later in the 
week. Our meat was supplemented 
by “offal” -- that is, sheep, pig or 
beef hearts, kidneys, liver and other 
internal organs. Tripe -- the lining of 
an animal’s stomach -- when cooked 
with onions, was a great favorite 
with many people -- but not me! 

The Ministry of Food also tried to 
get us to eat “whale meat steaks” but 
they didn’t have much success with 
that scheme. The meat was much too 
oily and definitely an acquired taste 
-- unless you’re an Eskimo!

We also ate rabbit -- but when buy-
ing rabbit, you had to be sure that it still 
had its head on; otherwise you might be 
purchasing a cat. Stripped of their fur, 
cats and rabbits are not unalike, and 
black marketeers were up to all sorts 
of tricks! Yes, as in any crisis, there 
was a black market, and I am sure this 
COVID-19 crisis will be no exception. 
It is important that we not feed into that 
market by purchasing items from un-
scrupulous opportunists.

Of course toiletries were almost 
non-existent and from time to time 
somebody from either the Ministry of 
Food or the Ministry of Health would 
come to the house and scrape around 
the drains for any pieces of fat or 
grease which may have accumulated 
-- this was then used in the produc-
tion of lipstick, hand and face cream 
and other toiletries. It was a long time 
before I ever used lipstick -- and not 
just because my dad didn’t approve! 
Instead of toothpaste, we used salt.

Water was another scarcity -- due 
to the amount of water needed to put 
out the fires caused by Hitler’s incen-
diary bombs. Water was rationed and 
we were permitted to take one bath 
per week per family. We rotated how 
we used the bath water so that every 
fourth week I got the clean water! I 
think it may have been this experi-
ence of water rationing that led to the 
expression “we Brits take a bath once 
a week -- whether we need it or not.”

Toilet paper -- what’s that? During 
WWII, all paper was extremely 
scarce, sometimes non-existent, so we 
used whatever was 
available -- generally 
newspaper!

Of course, it 
didn’t get flushed 
down the toilet -- it 
was deposited in the 
dustbin (garbage 
bin). 

I was born and 
raised in a pub. 
During the war my 
dad, a cabinet mak-
er and draughts-
man by profession, 
was employed as 
a draughtsman [British spelling of 
draftsman], working on sensitive 
documents to assist the war effort, 
by Vickers-Armstrong (the biggest 

aircraft developer and munitions 
company in the UK at that time).

However, he still worked in the 
pub in the evenings 
and on weekends. 
Obviously we had to 
provide paper for the 
toilet facilities so dad 
used to take the large 
phone books, and on 
his electric bench 
saw cut them into 
four, drilled a hole 
at one corner of each 
of the four pieces, 
and threaded a string 
through so that the 
bundle could be hung 
on the toilet roll hold-

er. These became the non-flushable 
toilet rolls of the day. “Necessity is the 
mother of invention!”

My sister and I recently com-
mented that we are so glad we had 
the hardships of WWII because we 
are able to cope with the present sit-
uation relatively calmly.

We didn’t starve during the war, 
although sometimes we felt hungry 
-- I had to be given an additional 
ration of milk at school because I 
was so skinny. At the end of the war, 
some of our customers said, “she 
looks like something out of Belsen,” 
(an area of Auschwitz), but I was 
healthy and that was the main thing.

It really wasn’t all doom and 
gloom! There was a great sense of 
community. I suppose in some small 
way our pub, named “The Volunteer,” 
which (like “The Windmill” theater 
in London), never ever closed during 
the six years of the war, provided a 
gathering place for the local commu-
nity and off-duty military personnel.

My sister and I used to make models 

of the V-1 rockets (doodle-bugs as we 
called them) and these were on display 
in the bar. I recall on one occasion an 
American GI asked if he could buy one 
of them, but we just gave it to him. To 
this day, I wonder what ever happened 
to him and the model doodle-bug!

Immediately following an air raid 
and after the “all clear” was sound-
ed, the local community rallied 
around to assist with clearing away 
the bomb-damaged homes and with 
other rescue operations. It was just 
what people did. I don’t think we 
ever thought about it -- there was a 
need and we all pitched in.

In this present crisis, if we fear 
running out of food, we could make 
our supplies go further by reducing 
the amount we consume. For in-
stance, I usually have 1 cup of cereal 
and a banana for breakfast; right now 
I’m using 2/3 of a cup and a banana 
and a little less milk. I normally use 
two slices of bread for a sandwich; 
now I’m using only one slice, I know 
I won’t starve and, for those of us 
who struggle to control our weight, 
there could be a definite benefit!

There was another popular slogan, 
the first part of which could be help-
ful as we cope with the present crisis 
-- “Coughs and sneezes spread diseases 
-- trap the germs in your handkerchief.” 
Invariably some wit always changed 
the posters by adding two letters (A and 
N) and deleting the last three words. 
Something for you to puzzle out.

I don’t know whether these 
thoughts will be helpful to you, al-
though I think the bottom line is to 
be mindful of others, don’t become 
hoarders, stay at home, and remem-
ber that this, too, will pass. 

So - KEEP CALM AND CAR-
RY ON!

Thoughts on World 
War II and COVID-19

COURTESY PHOTOS
Nancy Burch, (second from left) age 4, with her family in front of the pub in where she was born. In the photo are her uncle, 
her paternal grandmother her sister, 6 years old, her father, mother, a pub customer and her maternal grandfather.

Nancy Burch’s grandfather, whom she never met, stands outside the 
family pub.

BURCH, from page 9

"...following an air raid 
and after the 'all clear' 
was sounded the local 
community rallied 
around to assist 
with clearing away 
the bomb-damaged 
homes... It was just 
what people did."

NANCY BURCH
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By Robin Earl 
timeS StaFF writer 

The Plains Community League’s 
John Page Turner house is a wel-
coming two-story farmhouse on 
Main Street in The Plains. Program 
Director Beth Lucas -- with the help 
of volunteers -- has set up five rooms 
with space for 15 children in grades 
three to 12 to learn remotely. The 
internet is humming and snacks are 
prepared. Tutors are waiting to as-
sist. There is even room for adults 
who need to work remotely while 
their children complete lessons.  

But on the morning of Wednes-
day, Nov. 18, there were no children.  

Lucas said she has about four chil-
dren who come regularly, but word 
hasn’t gotten out yet about the free 
internet café and virtual tutoring. 
“We have 10 volunteer tutors who 
are eager to help. Nine are doing 
virtual tutoring and one is providing 
in-person help.” Currently, tutors 
are working with about six students 
during after-school hours. 

Lucas said that one of her tutors is 
a Ph.D. in mathematics and has been 
helping one student with trigonom-
etry. “None of us here knows trig,” 
she laughed.  

At least one of the tutors speaks 
Spanish as well as English. 

Children are invited to come by 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Fri-
day, for one of two sessions each day 

(or both) -- 8 to 11 a.m. or noon to 
3 p.m. Lucas said they use the hour 
in between to clean. If children are 
staying for both sessions, they can eat 
lunches they bring with them on the 
porch until the second session starts. 

Lucas thinks that transportation 
may be one reason the internet café 
hasn’t filled up yet, but she is hoping 
as word gets out, some families may 
be able to carpool to the John Page 
Turner house.  

Children don’t have to be from 
The Plains in order to use the inter-
net café or tutoring services. One of 
the tutors lives in Virginia Beach 
and one of the children lives in 

Prince William County, Lucas said. 
A floor monitor supervises occupied 

rooms and can help with some technol-
ogy issues. Children must stay in their 
own space and bring a computer and 

power cord in order to work. 
Lucas said that as long as the 

children use headphones to listen to 
their teachers, there can be sever-
al students in one room. “It’s not a 
problem. They don’t have any trou-
ble hearing.” 

One room is set up for a family, 
with three children’s desks and a ta-
ble for a parent in the middle. “The 
parent can work while the kids do 
schoolwork,” Lucas said. 

When children are done for the 
day, they leave with a snack pro-
vided by Grace Episcopal Church’s 
Peas and Grace program. 

Lucas said she ran an after-school 
program for children in Loudoun 
County for 19 years; after she re-
tired, she found her experience came 
in handy for running programs for 
The Plains Community League. 

Now she’s got just one problem: 
“We’ve got to fill this house!” 

Reach Robin Earl at rearl@fau-
quier.com 
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according to the staff report.  
Phil Mast, the lead pastor at Day-

spring Mennonite Church, elaborated 
Friday that the transitional housing 
facility would be built in conjunction 
with Reset180, an evangelical Chris-
tian organization dedicated to com-
batting human trafficking and help-
ing survivors. (The organization was 
formerly called the Northern Virgin-
ia Human Trafficking Initiative.)  

“If we are given the opportunity 
to build the home,” Mast explained, 
“it will have a visually appealing, 
residential home appearance, with 
trees. … Future expansion may in-
clude a smaller multipurpose build-
ing and 6 to 8 cottages or tiny houses 
for the women who graduate from 
the first phase of the program.” 

Commissioner Matthew Smith 
(Cedar Run District), whose district 
includes Midland, said he and Su-
pervisor Rick Gerhardt (Cedar Run 
District) met with the applicant sev-
eral months ago. “I think [the transi-
tional housing facility] is going to be 
a good opportunity to help some of 
these people in this situation,” Smith 
said of the Dayspring application.  

If the zoning amendment is ap-
proved, the Dayspring proposal will 
still need to go through the special 
exception permitting process.  

Currently, transitional housing is 
allowed only on parcels of 20 acres 
or more located in areas zoned “resi-
dential-1.” There are 12 religious fa-
cilities currently located on 12 acres 
or more in areas zoned “rural – ag-
ricultural,” according to the com-
munity development department’s 
staff report. The proposed zoning 
amendment would limit programs to 
24 residents at a time in transitional 
housing programs located on 12 to 
20 acres. On sites greater than 20 

acres, up to 20 rooms and up to 40 
residents would be permitted.   

Although no one spoke at the pub-
lic hearing before the vote Thursday, 
one public comment submitted by 
Warrenton resident Kathy Schulin 
by email expressed concern that the 
amended ordinance would, in theory, 
allow for up to 24 individual struc-
tures on affected properties, thereby 
threatening residents’ “viewshed.”  

Amy Rogers, the county’s chief 
of zoning services, addressed the 
comment, explaining any organiza-
tion wishing to establish a facility 
would need to go through the spe-
cial exception process. This process 
gives planning commissioners and 
supervisors an opportunity to re-
view – and, potentially, to reject – 
any aspects of a specific proposal.  

Commissioner John Meadows 
(Lee District) echoed this point of 
view. “We will have the time and 
the opportunity to look at each and 
every [application] when and if they 
come in,” he said.  

A second public comment favored 
the proposed ordinance amendment.  

There are currently two transi-
tional housing programs in Fauquier 
County, including one operated by a 
religious organization.  

Victory Transitional Housing, 
founded 2003 in Bealeton by True 
Deliverance Church of God, can ac-
commodate up to 40 residents with 
stays lasting up to one year.  

Vint Hill Transitional Housing 
comprises 22 three-bedroom town-
houses adjacent to the former Vint 
Hill Farms military installation; res-
idents may stay for up to two years. 
The transitional housing program 
is operated by Family Shelter Ser-
vices, the organization that also op-
erates the 52-bed emergency home-
less shelter in Warrenton.  

Planning commission to consider allowing 
transitional housing at some churches
HOUSING, from page 1

The Plains Community League offers internet café, tutoring 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/ROBIN EARL
Beth Lucas, program director for The Plains Community League, is eager for 
the John Page Turner house to fill up with children.
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By Coy Ferrell 
timeS StaFF writer 

Members of the Fauquier County Planning Com-
mission voted unanimously Thursday to recom-
mend a zoning ordinance amendment that would al-
low religious organizations to establish transitional 
housing facilities on rural properties. The proposal 
now goes to the board of supervisors.   

The ordinance amendment would allow “transi-
tional family housing” at places of worship located 
at least 12 acres in areas zoned “rural – agricultur-
al.” If the measure is ultimately approved by the 
board of supervisors, religious organizations would 
still need to obtain a special exception permit to es-
tablish transitional housing on their properties.  

The request to amend the county’s zoning ordi-
nance came from Dayspring Mennonite Church, 

located on a 13-acre parcel in Midland. The church 
would “utilize part of the church property as a fa-
cility offering housing, counseling, educational and 
support services to victims of human trafficking,” 

Planning commission recommends allowing 
transitional housing at some rural churches

By Coy Ferrell 
timeS StaFF writer 

Although the years-long rise in the number 
of fatal drug overdoses has accelerated this 
year in Virginia as a whole, with overdose 
deaths on pace to be 25% higher this year than 
in 2019, the effect has been less pronounced 
in Fauquier County than in some surrounding 
counties and the state in its entirety.   

Seven people died of drug overdoses in 
Fauquier County in the first half of 2020, com-
pared to the 12 fatal overdoses in all of 2019. If 
the same trend continues in the second half of 

Despite statewide rise  
in fatalities, number  
of overdoses in Fauquier 
largely unchanged

By Robin Earl
timeS StaFF writer

Note: It is the policy of the Fauqui-
er Times not to reveal the identity of 
any Santa Claus we may interview.

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
put a crimp in Santa Claus’ style. 
He can’t touch the children or wel-
come kids onto his lap. “I can’t go 
from one house to another,” he said, 
“there might be germs in my beard!”

But the big guy is nothing if not 
adaptable. Santa follows the CDC 
recommendations of wearing a 
mask and washing hands and he 
has instructed the elves to sing the 
ABC song twice while washing their 
hands.

A grant of $4,000 from the coun-
ty’s CARES Act funding for busi-
nesses is helping Santa to pay for 
some of the revamping he’s needed 

to do because of the pandemic.
Warrenton Santa, as he is known, 

will not be able to visit children at 
homes or businesses this year, but 
he’ll offer video chats over Zoom, 
phone calls and letters and/or “nice” 
certificates from Santa. 

Special events will be held as well. 
For instance, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. on 
Dec. 5, Santa will appear at “Christ-
mas Through the Ages,” sponsored 
by New Life Christian Church. It 
is a free drive-thru event featuring 
Christmas light displays and treats 
for the children. And of course, San-
ta. It will be held in the parking lot 
of Piney Branch Elementary School 
in Bristow.

Details for Warrenton San-
ta’s special events may be found 
at warrentonsanta.com. (Yes, of 

This Christmas, Santa Claus is coming to Zoom

See HOUSING, page 4

See SANTA, page 6

See FAUQUIER, page 8

PHOTO COURTESY OF REFORMED PHOTOGRAPHY
Santa puts the finishing touches on a Christmas toy.

This map shows the location of the Dayspring 
Mennonite Church in Midland.
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course Santa has a website.)
Santa can also write a special 

message to children or send a photo 
of himself pictured in front of a fam-
ily’s own Christmas tree.

Warrenton Santa provided his bona 
fides: “I have worn the red suit for a 
number of years and have attended 
the International University of Santa 
Claus, the Santa Conservatory, along 
with being a member of the Red Suit 
Society and have prescribed to the 
Santa Oath. I carry insurance and have 
yearly criminal background checks.”

Warrenton Santa said he started 
appearing at church Christmas parties 
in 2014, and people kept asking him to 
visit their children and grandchildren, 
so he founded Warrenton Santa LLC.

He said one of his favorite tasks is 
to welcome dads back from overseas. 
“I’ll meet a dad nearby, at gas station 
for instance. We drive to his house, I 
go in and visit with kids, then go back 
to my sleigh and bring dad in.” 

Santa understands that special 
moment. He spent 20 years on active 
duty and is a retired disabled veter-
an.

Santa does lots of photo shoots 
beginning each spring. He said that 
quite a few families do Christmas in 
July. “They bring me a list, so Santa 
has plenty of time to build toys.”

Understanding that kids may 
need a little extra holiday cheer in 
2020, Santa is reading stories over 
Facebook Live (https://www.face-
book.com/Warrentonsanta) every 
afternoon from Nov. 27 until Dec. 
24, at 4 p.m. He’ll read a mix of clas-
sical Christmas stories and religious 
tales in an attempt to brighten days 
dampened by the pandemic. “If I 
can’t visit children, I wanted to bring 
Christmas to them,” he said.

Ms. Claus is a schoolteacher, he 
explained. “She suggested I read to 
children since I can’t visit them.” 
The books and schedule are posted 
on his Facebook page.

Santa said he’s converted a bed-
room in his Warrenton home into a 

teleconferencing center, complete 
with books from “olden times,” peri-
od furniture and all the trappings of 
an old-fashioned Christmas. “Kids 
are video savvy,” he said, “so it’s got 
to be authentic.”

Speaking of authentic, Santa’s son 
has created reindeer cards featuring 
the winter athletes who pull Santa’s 
sleigh. “Piedmont Press & Graphics 
in Warrenton did a great job print-
ing them,” said Santa. Packs of cards 
may be found at the warrentonsanta.
com website. 

Santa said, “I enjoy being with 
the kids, sharing their excitement, 

sharing the spirit of Christmas. One 
time I talked about the theology of 
Christmas with a 14-year-old. He 
was astonished that I would sit there 
and discuss it with him.”

He said, “In past years, when I 
was invited to a home, I sometimes 
paused before knocking and I just 
listened at the door. There is excite-
ment growing and there’s almost 
always a magical wonder in the air! 
We need this even more this year.”

He added, “When I come back on 
Christmas Eve, I love to see your lights, 
hear the cheer, and feel the happiness. 
Neighbors and family gathering, gifts 
being exchanged, amazing foods and 
even some old-fashioned Christmas 
caroling. Trust me, it’s the best feeling 
ever! That is Christmas spirit! It’s mag-
ical!” Santa has a suggestion for adults: 
“Would it really hurt to decorate early 
this year? Decorate and get that Christ-
mas spirit earlier this year. (I’m talking 
after the pumpkins and skeletons get 
stored away in the basement again.)”

And Santa has a very important 
message for every child this year: 
“Santa will be at your house on 
Christmas Eve. Don’t worry about 
his not showing up. He’ll be there.”

Oh yeah. He also says to “be nice.”
Reach Robin Earl at rearl@fau-

quier.com

Santa Claus  
is coming  
to Zoom
SANTA, from page 1

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/ROBIN EARL
Santa made a stop at the depot along the Greenway recently.

Helen Wyckoff of CK Home & 
Hardware reported Wednesday, Nov. 
18, that the Bealeton Christmas 
Parade -- originally scheduled 
for Saturday, Dec. 5 -- has been 
canceled. She wrote: “Due to Gov. 
Ralph Northam’s updated COVID 
restrictions, the Bealeton parade must 
be canceled. Under the new ruling, 
no more than 25 persons are allowed 
inside or outside for any gathering. We 
will be notifying all the committees, 
media and participants immediately.” 

Mary Wilkerson, president of the 
Marshall Business and Residents 
Association, said, “Due to COVID-19, 
our parade will look a little different 
without groups or individuals walking, 
and without road closures as we will be 
doing a wave parade.” 

She explained that parade entries 
will be driving through town Dec. 5 and 
patrons at local businesses and those 
at homes along the wave parade route 
will be able to view the procession. “We 
encourage those with floats and unique 
vehicles to register to participate. The 
number of participants is limited ...  It 
is called a wave parade as onlookers 
would wave as parade participants wave 
back ... Some may choose to walk along 
Main Street as the parade drives by, 
but we ask all who are not in families/
households to please social distance 
and wear masks.” 

Marshall’s annual Shop Small 
Sidewalk Stroll will be held from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 28. 
Judging for Marshall’s fifth annual 
Make Marshall Merry Contest will be 
held Friday, Dec. 4. 

At christmasinmiddleburg.com, 
Middelburg parade organizers wrote: 

“Without a dramatic change in our 
virus-impaired condition, we will not 
organize Christmas in Middleburg 
this year. There just isn’t any way to 
logistically engineer distance safety for 
such a large number of visitors. 

“Instead, we will promote a 
Christmas Season in Middleburg, 
and alert everyone to all the activities 
worth visiting in Middleburg, after 
Halloween and through New Year’s.” 

A “reverse” Christmas parade 
is being planned for Warrenton’s 
Main Street from 6 to 9 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 4. Instead of processing down 
Main Street, about 30 floats will be 
parked in one lane on the street and 
vehicles will be able to file past the 
floats in the opposite lane. If more 
floats are expected, the lineup could 
be extended east to Clay Street to 
accommodate more trailers.  

GumDrop Square, a popular annual 
event for kids to meet Santa Claus 
and shop for presents will be held 
at Gloria Faye Dingus Center for the 
Arts beginning Dec. 5 and continuing 
through Dec 19. 

GumDrop Square will be held on 
Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Sundays 
from 1 to 3 p.m., and Wednesdays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. 

Charity Furness of Experience Old 
Town Warrenton said, “Photos with 
Santa are free of charge, but donations 
are greatly appreciated. Bring your 
own camera.”  

Furness added that a Santa’s 
Secret Shop will be located inside 
VonCanon General Store also inside 
the Purple Pumpkin. Tickets will 
be sold at GumDrop Square inside 
Gloria’s for $2 each. 

Bealeton, Middleburg Christmas  
parades have been canceled 
Warrenton, Marshall parades revised for COVID safety


