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By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Electric lights shone bright 
last weekend along U.S. 29 in 
Culpeper, leading the way to 
the Drive-Thru Live Nativity 
outside Ole Country Store.

So did the spirit of Christ-
mas, as members of Mount 
Lebanon Baptist Church, of 
Scrabble, acted out the stories 
of the birth, death and resur-
rection of Jesus.

An estimated 1,600 people 

drove by the manger scene last 
Saturday and Sunday night, 
passing in a slow parade. Fam-
ily members looked out the 
windows of cars, trucks, vans 
and SUVs to capture quick 
glimpses, plus cellphone pho-
tos, of camel, sheep, the three 
Wise Men and a shimmering 
angel watching over Mary, Jo-
seph and a baby doll Jesus.

A scene of the crucifixion 
followed, with Roman sol-
diers keeping watch and three 

women, including mother 
Mary, at the crosses. The drive-
by program ended with Jesus 
dramatically emerging from 
his tomb, flanked by two male 
angels in white, stretching out 
their arms.

Mount Lebanon Baptist 
Church Pastor Steven Har-
relson and his wife, Hannah, 
greeted vehicles as they filed 
into the cordoned-off dis-
play. The couple handed out 
religious tracts, “The Hope of 

Christ,” and welcomed visitors 
to the Nativity scene, which the 
church has held the past five 
years.

This year looked different, 
as so much else does, due to 
the COVID-19 bans on large 
gatherings. In the past, chil-
dren could interact with the 
animals and the actors.

Nonetheless, the church 
adapted, shifting to the drive-
thru, which included a radio 
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The Virginia State Police recently 
received national re-accreditation 
from the Commission on Accredita-
tion for Law Enforcement Agencies.

In 1986, the agency was the sec-
ond state police force in the nation 
to achieve accreditation for the first 
time. The designation serves as the 
foundation for a successful, well-
managed, transparent and com-
munity-focused law enforcement 
agency, the agency said in a statement 
this week.

On Nov. 13, the Virginia State Police 
was awarded the honor for the 10th 
time. Read the 2020 Final Assessment 
Report on the Virginia State Police 
online at vsp.virginia.gov/accredita-
tion.shtm.

“This is a proud moment for the 
Department of State Police,” said Col. 
Gary T. Settle, Virginia State Police su-
perintendent. “Our employees work 
hard each and every day to best serve 
and protect Virginia. Achieving this 
accreditation reinforces our commit-
ment to not just do our job well, but 
to consistently go above and beyond 
in public service to others. We do this 
not for ourselves, but for those living, 
working and traveling in Virginia. So 
that those who need us can rest as-
sured that when one calls upon the 
Virginia State Police, we are there to 
provide the exceptional service one 
expects and deserves.”

Gaining accreditation requires 
a voluntary, multi-year self-assess-
ment phase and a site-based assess-
ment of community engagements, 
policy, procedures, equipment and 
facilities by CALEA officials.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the panel of independent assessors 

By EMILy JENNINGS

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Most of us take for granted 
t he abi l it y to do ou r ow n 
laundry, with a washer and 
dr yer easi ly accessible to 
keep clothes clean and tidy.

But for parents struggling 
to earn enough to provide 
children with basic necessi-
ties, clean clothes can be an 
unaffordable luxury.

A new program at Culpeper 
County’s Sycamore Park El-

ementary School addresses 
this issue directly, helping 
local families who are dis-
placed or otherwise strug-
gling to provide clean clothes 
for their kids.

Sycamore Park Principal 

Derek McWi l l ia ms won a 
$10,000 gra nt to sta rt t he 
Loads of Love Laundry Cen-
ter at the school.

“W hile this doesn’t take 
care of all the concerns for 

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

T he S c r a bble  S c ho ol 
Preservation Foundation 
ha s lau nched a project 
to col lect t he stor ies of 
Black st udent s who at-
tended Rappa ha n nock 
County’s four Rosenwald 
Schools during the period 
of government-mandated 
segregation.

Ph i la nt h ropist Ju l ius 
Rosenwald, who was presi-

dent of Sears, Roebuck & 
Co., helped the Tuskegee 
Institute’s Booker T. Wash-
ington, a renowned edu-
cator, author and adviser 
to presidents, build these 
state-of-the-art schools 
for African-American stu-
dents across the nation.

Besides t he sur v iv ing 
school in Scrabble, which is 
now a museum and senior 
center,  Rappa ha n nock 
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Drive-Thru Nativity shines at Ole Country Store

ALLISON BROPHY CHAMPION/CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

A local motorist takes a picture at last week-
end’s Drive-Thru Live Nativity at Ole Country 
Store hosted by Mount Lebanon Baptist Church.See NATIvITy, Page A4

Virginia State 
Police re-
accredited for 
10th time

See POLICE, Page A8

Scrabble School collects 
alumni stories for film

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Nan Butler Roberts (seated) interviews brother and sister Ernest Dennis and 
Barbara Dennis Shanks as part a documentary on Rappahannock County’s 
Rosenwald schools. Filmmaker Metta Bastet works the camera. See FILM, Page A7

Culpeper school’s Loads of Love Laundry 
helps families endure tough times

CulpEpEr SChool gIvES lol a NEw mEaNINg

EMILY JENNINGS/STAR-EXPONENT

Erika Parkinson, a behavioral interventionist at Culpeper’s Sycamore Park Elementary School, describes the Loads of Love Laundry program 
started there this fall. Parkinson helped make a homey space where families can do laundry and choose from donated clothes and shoes.

See LAuNDRy, Page A6
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these families, us being 
able to help provide clean 
clothes is one less thing 
for the families to worry 
about,” McWilliams said 
of the effort.

The Loads of Love Laun-
dry Center Initiative is a 
program of the Washing-
ton Football Charitable 
Foundation. Its goal is to 
help eliminate a barrier to 
student achievement: hav-
ing clean clothes. Studies 
have shown that school at-
tendance improves when a 
child is able to wear clean 
clothes, according to the 
initiative’s website.

Operat ing in schools 
across Northern Virginia, 
the District of Columbia 
and Maryland, the pro-
gram was started with a 
$25,000 donation in 2017 
by Washington Football 
long snapper Nick Sund-
berg.

At Sycamore Park, Mc-
Williams said he worked 
with Russell Houck, Cul-
peper schools’ executive 
director of student servic-
es, and Assistant Principal 
Angie Fiscus to determine 
w ho wou ld qua l i f y for 
the laundry service. They 
identif ied about 20 stu-
dents.

“We have a lot of families 
that would benefit from 
the service, but we knew 
the number of displaced 
families was a manage-
able number to start with,” 
McWilliams said.

Families who are home-
less, or through lost or re-
duced income are in tem-

porary housing, are facing 
problems much big ger 
than getting the laundry 
done, McWilliams said.

“T he y have so ma ny 
hardships,” he said. “This 
is just one small thing we 
can do to help.”

Sycamore Park behav-
ioral interventionists Er-
ika Parkinson and Fallon 
Gr i m s le y w er e t a s ke d 
with f inding a place for 

the center and preparing 
it for use. A former storage 
room with an outside door 
was identified as a suitable 
space.

“A lot of sta f f helped 
move all kinds of things 
o u t  o f  t h e r e — d e s k s , 
books, chairs, you name 
it,” Gr imsley sa id. “We 
cleaned it, painted it, tried 
to make it homey.”

P a r k i n s on at t ende d 
Sycamore Park herself as a 
child, and graduated from 
Culpeper County High in 
2004.

“I’m grateful and feel 
very lucky to be a part of 
this program and amaz-
ing opportunity to provide 
support to the children 
and families in our com-
munity,” Parkinson said.

In the midst of an unusu-
al COVID-19 school year, 
given the school division’s 
hybrid schedule of in-per-
son and online classes, the 
two specialists created a 
vision for the place and set 
out to realize it.

“Piece by piece, l itt le 
by little, we made it lov-
ing and homey,” Grimsley 
said. “We wanted it to be 
a comfy space they could 
feel good in.”

After opening the cen-
ter in October, they have 
continued to build on their 
vision and make constant 
improvements.

The cost of plumbing, 
electrical work, supplies 
and appliances took most 
of the grant. Besides laun-
dry facilities, the duo de-
cided to invite donations 
and make a place where 
children and families can 
“shop” for items they need, 
suc as a winter coat, mit-
tens or socks.

“When we have a family 
in need, you build a rela-
tionship with them, and 
they might ask if we have 
any food, or other things,” 
Grimsley said. “Blankets, 
that’s another thing. ‘It’s 
getting cold at night, do 
you have a blanket?’ ”

Grimsley said she has 

helped some of the fami-
lies on her own time by 
looking for giveaway or 
inexpensive furniture in 
online sales, for example.

“Re c e nt l y,  w e h a d a 
fa m i ly t hat w a s l iv i ng 
in a motel move into an 
apartment,” she said. “I 
know how hard it is to get 
started—this single mom, 
it took everything she had 
just to get the apartment.”

That family’s Sycamore 
Park student told Grimsley 
her mom and brother were 
sleeping on a mattress on 
the floor.

“We were able to get 
them a bed and dresser—
a nd we took over a big 
container of food, too,” 
Grimsley said.

G r i m s l e y,  w h o  h a s 
worked at the elementary 
school for seven years, has 
a degree in socia l work 
and a passion for helping 
others.

“I haven’t always been 
as blessed as I am now,” 
she said. “When it was me 
and my kids starting over, I 
got to where I am today be-
cause of help from others.”

After nine years of sup-
porting children behav-
iorally in a public school, 
Parkinson said she loves to 
see the joy in a child’s eyes, 
and the relief and grati-
tude of parents to provide 
support through Loads of 
Love.

“It may seem like a small 
task, but it can be an enor-
mous burden, both in fi-
nances and time, for those 
who don’t have easy access 
to washers and dryers,” 
Pa rk inson sa id. “I love 
focusing on the good, the 
positive, helping students 
identify and utilize their 
own strengths to empower 
them.”

ejennings@starexponent.com 
540/317-2986

Laundry
From Page A1

Bailey’s Cookies Bar 
donated these treats for a 
walk-through of the Laundry 
Center.

photos by emiLy JeNNiNGs/star-eXpoNeNt

Fallon Grimsley, a behavioral interventionist at Sycamore Park Elementary, shows how dona-
tions are organized in the Loads of Love Laundry Center set up for displaced families who 
don’t have access to a washer and a dryer.

With a $10,000 grant awarded by the Washington Football 
Team’s charity foundation, Sycamore Park Elementary School 
Principal Derek McWilliams purchased this washer and dryer 
to provide a laundry service for students in need.

Derek McWilliams shows a visitor the Loads of Love Laundry 
Center set up at the school this fall with a $10,000 grant 
from the Washington Football  Team’s charity foundation.

Sycamore Park Elementary School is near the Culpeper 
County school system’s administrative offices on Radio Lane.

Donated winter wear is avail-
able for families in need at 
Sycamore Park’s Loads of 
Love Laundry Center.

Children who need to try on 
donated clothes may do so 
in Sycamore Park’s Loads of 
Love Laundry Center.

By BRyAN MCKENZIE

charLottesviLLe daiLy proGress

T he nu mber of COV ID-19 
patients being treated at the 
University of Virginia Medical 
Center is increasing as more 
area residents catch the virus, 
but hospital officials say they are 
not overwhelmed.

Officials on Wednesday said 
the hospital has a lot of bed-
space f lexibility and can move 
staff around as needed to treat 
people who contract the dis-
ease. The hospital is treating 
regular medical and emergency 
patients as well as those who 
have COVID, although the latter 
are isolated.

The nu mber of people re-
ported as hospitalized at UVa for 
COVID increased from about 40 
last week to nearly 60 this week. 
The number of patients varies 
from day to day, depending on 
how many are admitted or dis-
charged.

Numbers posted on the UVa 
COVID dashboard showed 63 
patients in the hospital being 
treated for the virus on Dec. 21. 
Other counts distributed by the 
hospital show 56 people were in 
the hospital on Wednesday. with 
15 on ventilators.

The Thomas Jefferson Health 
District statistics showed about 
345 under hospital care in the 
region.

Early in the pandemic, UVa 
accepted many patients from 
outside of the area, but officials 
said the recent influx has been 
from Central Virginia.

“The majority of our patients 

are being treated through our 
outpat ient progra m, but we 
have seen an uptick in our inpa-
tients,” said Wendy Horton, the 
medical center’s chief executive 
officer. “A lot of the volume we’re 
seeing today is literally from 
within our community.”

Horton said the hospital has 
plenty of room to increase COV-
ID-care capacity and has cross-
trained staff members to work in 
the COVID unit, if needed. That, 
she said, allows administrators 
to respond quickly to solve a 
sudden surge.

“We’re feeling well prepared. 
We have adequate personal pro-
tective equipment and we check 
on the status of each unit each 
day,” Horton said. “We’re work-
ing as a team and members are 
flexing and filling in throughout 
the system, where they’re need-
ed. We have the ability to flex-in 
new [COVID treatment] beds, if 

needed.”
Hor ton s a id ne a rl y 1,6 0 0 

medical staff and caregivers 
who work nea r or w it h CO-
VID patients have received their 
vaccinations since the shots 
became avai lable last week. 
Another 4,300 have signed up for 
the vaccines.

Both currently available vac-
cines require two doses to pro-
vide protection.

“Our goal is to try and vacci-
nate all of UVa Health personnel 
by March, and that would in-
clude the second dose,” Horton 
said.

Dr. Costi Sifri, director of hos-
pital epidemiology, only three 
sta f f have repor ted adverse 
reactions to the vaccine shot, 
which occur with 15 minutes to 
30 minutes of the shot. Those in-
cluded bouts of nausea and light 
headedness, but nothing more 
serious.

There have been scattered re-
ports in Great Britain and across 
the U.S. of some people having 
serious adverse reactions, in-
cluding anaphylaxis, a serious 
and sometimes fatal allergic re-
action. The reaction is rare.

Federal Centers for Disease 
Control statistics show about 
one person in a million suffers 
such a reaction after taking vac-
cines of any sort.

Sifri said the hospital is receiv-
ing shipments of both the Pfizer 
vaccine and Moderna vaccines, 
which have received emergency 
approval by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration. He said 
t hree ot her vaccines are far 
along in development and could 
hit the market by March or early 
summer of next year.

The two approved vaccines 
use tiny pieces of the COVID-
19-causing virus’ spike protein, 
called lipid nanoparticles, to 
stimulate the body to produce 
immunity. The other vaccines 
in development use different 
stimuli to produce antibodies.

“There are different types of 
vaccines that focus on different 
aspects of the virus to create 
antibodies and they are sti l l 
under development,” Sifri said. 
“Our hope is to have different 
types of vaccines that will lend 
themselves to different types of 
people.”

Mutant strains of the pan-
demic v irus t hat reportedly 
make it more communicable 
should still be limited by the 
vaccine, Sifri said.

“The mutation is very small, 
one or two amino acids among 

hundreds, and it may change 
the binding of one antibody, but 
there are hundreds of others it 
doesn’t change,” he said.

Sifri noted that researchers 
are still unsure if a COVID vac-
cine will prevent a person from 
spreading the virus to others. 
They recommend people who 
receive it continue to socially 
distance and wear masks.

The relatively short time it 
took to create the vaccines is due 
in part to the effort that govern-
ments around the world put into 
it, he said. The speed is also due 
to lessons learned in developing 
other vaccines over the past two 
decades and the fact that there 
were plenty of patients to study.

“It was about 10 months from 
the mapping of the [virus’] ge-
nome to an effective vaccine, 
a nd t hat’s because we were 
dealing with a pandemic,” Sifri 
said. “There will be more emerg-
ing pathogens in the future, but 
it’s good to know we have these 
vaccine platforms developed 
for [COVID] that we can work 
off of.”

W hile off icials await more 
vaccines to distribute, officials 
said the UVa Health system will 
continue its community COVID 
testing program offered Monday 
evenings at Church of the Incar-
nation in Albemarle County and 
Tuesdays at Mount Zion First 
African Baptist Church in Char-
lottesville.

The Thomas Jefferson Health 
District also offers free testing. 
Times and dates for both are 
available on the Virginia De-
partment of Health’s website.

UVa hospital sees more COVID cases, but has room

aNdreW shUrtLeFF/ the daiLy proGress 

To handle COVID patients, the University of Virginia Medical Center’s new 
Emergency Department tower was opened earlier than expected.
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kellyanne conway leaving 
» Longtime Trump adviser to leave the 
White House at end of the month. A2
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By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Possible ex posu re to 
COVID-19 closed the Cul-
peper County Courthouse 
on Mond ay for  a  de ep 
cleaning, officials said.

Judge Dale Durrer is-

sued the order August 24 
closing the circuit court 
clerk’s of f ice for a day, 
“ow i ng to t he possible 
exposure to COVID-19,” 
thus constituting “a threat 
to the health and safety of 
the clerk’s office personnel 
and the general public,” 
the order stated.

Cases in circuit, gen-
eral district and juvenile 
& domestic relations were 
continued by order of the 

court. The sheriff’s office 
reported Monday morning 
the courthouse would be 
closed.

Since onset of the pan-
demic in March, Culpeper 
County has contracted to 
have an additional clean-
ing person dedicated full 
time to the courthouse, 
according to County Ad-
ministrator John Egert-
son. He said ventilation, 
air f i ltration and all as-

pects of CDC workplace 
safety guidance have been 
addressed.

Cu lpeper Count y Di-
rector of Environmental 
Services Paul Howard said 
custodians normally clean 
each evening from 5:30 to 
9 p.m.

“O u r c u stod i a l  c on-
tractor is performing a 
special cleaning and fog-
g ing a l l t he rooms a nd 

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

An ongoing outbreak of COV-
ID-19 at Culpeper Health & Rehab 
Center continued to impact the 
nursing home facility as of Mon-
day with one death of a resident 
while in the hospital reported 
along with numerous recoveries 
from the infectious respiratory 
illness.

Statewide, 113,630 cases were 
reported by VDH as of August 24 
– an increase of 2,770 since Friday.

In total, 15 patients and 14 staff 
members at Culpeper Health & 
Rehab have tested positive for the 
novel coronavirus, according to 
an update on Monday from Ad-
ministrator Emmanuel Motley.

“Several patients and staff are 
expected to clear the virus later 
this week,” he said in an email to 
the Star-Exponent. “We are proud 
to celebrate the 12 recoveries that 
occurred among our patients and 
10 recoveries among our staff. 
These recoveries are a true testa-
ment to the high-quality treat-
ment and care that our nursing 
team provides every day.

“Despite the challenges we’ve 
faced, we have never wavered in 
our commitment to our patients’ 
health and well-being.”

Motley said while no one has 
died in the nursing home facility 
from COVID-19 that a former resi-
dent died from it while in the local 
hospital.

“The threat this invisible virus 
poses cannot be overstated, and 
we continue to mourn with the 
patient’s family,” he said.

Of 300 tests completed at the 
center Aug. 14, all came back nega-
tive, Emmanuel said. Another full 
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COVID hits county courthouse

EMILY JENNINGS / CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Culpeper County Courthouse was closed Monday due to pos-
sible exposure of COVID-19. It’s expected to reopen Tuesday.

Potential exposure 
to virus forces 
Monday shutdown

Culpeper County Public School students, or at 
least some of them, returned Monday for the 

first day of the academic year amid many restric-
tions due to the continued pandemic.

CCPS, like many school districts nationwide, 
has employed a hybrid model offering two days of 
in-school instruction with three days virtual or 
all-virtual.

culpeper students return to classes amid pandemic

Teacher Heather Sutherland (right) greets Pearl Sample Elementary 
School students as they arrive on the first day of school Monday.

Floyd T. Binns Middle School Principal Nathan Bopp helps a student 
find his way on the first day of school, Monday, Aug. 24 in Culpeper.

PHOTOS bY EMILYJENNINGS / CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Wendy Aber presents expectations to her Algebra 3 students, seated six feet apart and masked, on Monday at Eastern View High School.

See COuRTHOuSE, Page A5

Culpeper 
nursing 
patient 
dies from 
COVId-19

See VIRuS, Page A5

By EMILy JENNINGS

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

While thousands of 
children in Culpeper 
begin their fall instruc-
tion with a mix of meth-
ods in Culpeper Public 
Schools, not far away 
two private schools—
Epiphany Catholic and 
Culpeper Christian—
are meeting in person 
on a traditional school 
schedu le f ive days a 
week.

S t a r t i n g  M o n -
day, pa rents of pub-
lic schoolchildren are 

navigating a two-days-
in-school, three-days-
a t- h o m e  s c h e d u l e , 
determined in a vote 
earlier this month by 
the Culpeper County 
School Board.

The five-days-a-week 
schedule at the private 
schools in town pres-
ents a stark contrast.

At Culpeper Chris-
tian School, off icials 
met w it h fa mil ies in 
st a g gere d me et i ngs 
Thursday to avoid over-
crowding as they re-
viewed their reopening 

plan. Classes began for 
students on Monday, 
Aug. 24.

“ U n d e r  t h e  C C S 
Board and with input 
from the CCS faculty 
and staf f, a CCS task 
g r oup c r e ate d a  r e -
open i ng a nd school 
operations plan that 
w a s rele a se d to ou r 
school community in 
mid-July,” CCS Admin-
istrator Mike Owings 
wrote in an email to the 
Star-Exponent.

With guidance from 

Local private schools provide all-day, in-person learning

EMILY JENNINGS / CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Kaiya Joseph tests out her desk after meeting her new third 
grade teacher, Kathy Landon (right). Mom Tina looks on. See PRIVATE, Page A4
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the CDC and state health 
of f icia ls, Ow i ngs sa id, 
“O u r pla n i s  de sig ne d 
to ma x imize in-person 
student learning, while 
implementing mitigation 
strategies to ma x imize 
student and school com-
munity health and safety 
in relation to COVID-19.”

C l a s s e s  r e s u m e  a t 
Epiphany on Wednesday, 
Aug. 26. Epiphany Princi-
pal Austin Poole said in an 
interview Friday, “We’re 
ver y grateful that we’re 
small enough to do this 
safely.”

He added, “The Diocese 
[of Arlington] works with 
the CDC and the Virginia 
Depa rtment of Hea lt h, 
and through them we’ve 
been encouraged to open 
i f we ca n establ ish t he 
appropriate socia l dis-
ta ncing a nd fol low t he 
protocols needed to keep 
everyone safe.”

After the school closed in 
March according to Gov-
ernor Ra lph Northam’s 
order, many children were 
left without the resources 
needed to provide a good 
education, Poole said.

“Some didn’t have ac-
cess to the internet, most 
pa rent s don’t  have a n 
education background or 
both had to work or had 
trouble with the laptops,” 
Poole said. “We have wi-
fi here, but most people 
don’t want to go and sit for 
two or more hours in a car 
outside a building to do 
schoolwork.”

He said because of these 
issues, “We had a number 
of families not engaged as 
much as we would like.”

Poole added he’s ver y 
grateful to be able to open 
the school five days a week.

“Generally we al l feel 
like in-person is the best 

way to go,” he said. “Obvi-
ously some families with 
health issues at home or 
multigenerational fami-
lies are not sending their 
children to school, and 
that’s the best choice for 
them.”

For those students, the 
Diocese is providing an 
online curriculum, entire-
ly separate from Epipha-
ny’s in-person instruction. 
Teachers who did not want 
to teach in person could 
volunteer to teach t his 
way, Poole said.

“Some of our teachers 
and parents are anxious 
about the unknown, and 
we’re hav ing meet ings 
regularly and trying to ad-

dress concerns,” he said. 
“This is something none of 
us have dealt with before, 
so we’ll continue to fine-
tune and make it the best 
it can be.”

Under normal circum-
stances Epiphany’s enroll-
ment is about 185. Current-
ly, they have 160 students. 
Poole said three grades are 
at their maximum capac-
ity, but several others still 

have available spots.
“We’ve lost a few who 

have decided to do their 
schooling virtually,” Poole 
said. “And we’ve gained 
a few—possibly because 
we’re able to provide ev-
ery-day instruction.”

The amount of tuition 
va r ies.  Ma ny st udent s 
are provided assistance 
through the Diocese and a 
program to which church 

m e m b e r s  c a n  d o n a t e 
mone y to  help u nder-
privileged students pay for 
tuition.

Poole said 30-40 percent 
of the student body is La-
tino. Father Kevin Walsh 
of Precious Blood Catho-
l ic Church in Culpeper 
spea k s Spa n ish, Poole 
said, and is often the first 
to recommend a family for 
attendance at the school.

“Every parish can con-
tribute whether they have 
a school or not, and the 
program really helps fami-
lies out here in Culpeper,” 
he said.

Parents and students 
visited the school at 1211 
East Grandview Avenue on 
Friday, Aug. 21, for orienta-
tion.

Elisa Kucia toured the 
school during orientation, 
stopping in t he l ibra r y 
w it h her t wo ch i ld ren, 
Isaac and Genevieve, to 
visit with Poole.

Kucia said her son and 
daughter, starting third 
and first grades this fall, 
respec t ively,  la st  yea r 
were attending Wakefield 
Country Day School, a pri-
vate school in Rappahan-
nock County.

Bot h Kucia,  who is a 
nureosurgeon, and her 
husband, Matthew Kucia, 
who is an obstetrician, 
work at Culpeper Medical 
Center.

“We really need to have 
them closer to home,” she 
said, adding that she also 
has a 2-year-old. “This will 
really reduce the amount 
of travel time, for every-
one.”

Bei ng doctors, Kucia 
said she and her husband 
are masked and wear PPE 
all day while they work.

“T he science beh i nd 
it is clear—following the 
CDC measures is critical 
in preventing spread of the 
virus,” she said.

O f  t h e  s c h o o l ’s  C O -

V I D -19 pr otoc ol s ,  s he 
said,“I’m very impressed. 
They’re doing everything 
right, with all the safety 
measures.”

All teachers are required 
to wear face coverings, 
at the minimum an N95-
quality mask or clear face 
shield, Poole said. Stu-
dents must wear masks 
in close quarters or stay 
at least six feet apart. Tak-
ing classes outdoors is 
encouraged as much as 
weather permits, and spe-
cific areas are being devel-
oped for that purpose on 
the school’s grounds.

Parents are advised to 
screen regularly for the ill-
ness at home, and student 
temperatures, as well as 
staff, are taken before they 
enter the school building.

“Each classroom is pro-
vided with a thermometer, 
so if a student in that room 
isn’t feeling well they can 
be screened in the class-
room before sending them 
to the office,” Poole said.

W hat happen s i f  t he 
school has an outbreak? 
“We will follow the Health 
Dist r ic t ’s g u idel i nes,” 
Poole said. “We’ll do what 
the governor orders.”

He added that the Dio-
cese’s protocol requires 
t hat t he school repor t 
c a ses w it h i n 24 hou r s 
to health officials, after 
which the school would 
obey whatever they were 
directed to do, whether 
it be close a classroom or 
close the school.

ejennings@starexponent.com 
540/317-2986

Private
From Page A1

phoTos by eMILy JeNNINgs / CuLpepeR sTaR-eXpoNeNT

Principal Austin Poole (left) visits with Elisa Kucia (right), and her children, first-grader Gen-
evieve and third-grader Isaac, at Epiphany Catholic School during orientation day on Friday.

Tape on the gym floor at Epiphany Catholic School in Cul-
peper mark where students may sit for COVID-19 safety.

generally we 
all feel like 

in-person is the 
best way to go.”
—epiphany Catholic school 
principal austin poole

We  
deLiVer
foR hoMe deLIveRy 

of The CuLpepeR 
sTaR-eXpoNeNT, 

CaLL 540/ 825-0771
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by VInCenT VaLa

For culpEpEr Star-ExponEnt

For some seniors in the Cul-
peper area, meeting new peo-
ple and making new friends 
be a challenge.

That’s one reason the Cul-
peper County Parks and Rec-
reation Department has been 
sponsoring the Culpeper Sil-
ver Citizens Club for about 20 
years now.

The group, made up of in-
dividuals aged 55 and older, 
meets on Wednesdays at the 
Culpeper County Library in 
Southgate Shopping Center.

M a r s h a l l  C o n n e r,  t h e 
group’s recreation coordina-
tor since 2001, said the group 

exists to provide social and 
recreational opportunities for 
local seniors.

Each weekly session runs 
from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. and 
includes an informational 
or entertainment program, 
lunch and some post-meal 
free time, during which Con-
ner said the members who 
stick around often like to play 
cards.

Last Wednesday, club mem-
bers played bingo during the 
morning session.

Prizes for bingo usually in-
clude $5 gift cards from a local 
retailer, and books and other 
things the members donate 
for the occasion. The winners 

get their pick of the available 
prizes.

“The gift cards usually go 
fast,” Conner said.

Conner said the club has 
an annual budget of about 
$2,000, money which is used 
to buy things like gift cards 
and to help the club with other 
activ it ies, such as its trips 
to Riverside Dinner Theater 
in Stafford County, an an-
nual picnic at Lenn Park in 
Stevensburg, and the senior 
prom held each spr i ng i n 
Culpeper Christian School’s 
gymnasium.

Pat Kosalinski said she has 
been with the club since 2009.

“It ’s  a  good g roup,  a nd 

they’re really good friends,” 
Kosalinski said. “We all come 
up with ideas about the things 
we’d like the group to do.”

Kosa l insk i sa id she a nd 
Wilma Erchel are the group’s 
“Kitchen Queens” because 
they clean up after the weekly 
luncheons.

“We all bring a dish,” Ko-
sa l insk i sa id. “We use t he 
library’s meeting room each 
week, a nd we have a n ice 
kitchen here we get to use free 
of charge.”

June Conway, who ha i ls 
from Ireland, said the Silver 
Citizens Club has a lot of inter-
national members.

“It’s our international group 

of fun,” Conway said. ”We 
have Maurice Wilson here 
from England, we have a lady 
from Japan and one person 
from Sweden.”

There have also been mem-
bers from India and Germany 
over the years.

Dick Paape has served as 
the club’s president for about 
seven years.

“No one else w i l l do it,” 
Paape joked.

Paape sa id his ma in re-
sponsibility is to make ap-
pearances before the county 
Boa rd of Super v isors a nd 
other groups that help fund 
the program and its activities.

Culpeper club 
helps elders  

make new pals

SeniorS group haS been meeting, dining for two decadeS

photoS by VincEnt Vala For Star-ExponEnt

Culpeper Silver Citizens Club recreation Coordinator Marshall Conner (standing) looks on as club President dick Paape (left) and Jean Scott play Hand-in-Foot, a game related to canasta, 
which uses six decks of playing cards. The club for area residents aged 55 and over meets each Wednesday at the Culpeper County Library for programs, lunch and other activities.

Culpeper Silver Citizens Club recreation Coordinator Marshall 
Conner (standing) looks on as club members play cards Wednesday 
afternoon at the Culpeper County Library.

See SenIorS, page c4

aS ToLd To FaITH JoHnSon CruMbLy

Nearly 108 years old, Laura 
Hoffman lives in Reva in Cul-
peper County. Here, she and her 
family share her life, wisdom and 
heritage:

On March 26, 1912, Burnett 
Henr y Booten and Sal ly Roe 
Shanks Booten welcomed Lau-
ra, the seventh of their nine chil-
dren, into a family of faith.

Laura’s grandmother, Phoebe 
Booten, founded Nazareth Bap-
tist Church in Boston, Virginia. 
This congregation became the 
mother church of Mount Olive 
Baptist Church in White Shop 
(Clarkston), Virginia, and Ca-
naan Baptist Church in Reva, all 
located within 10 miles of one 
another.

Laura grew up in Reva, at-
tending Canaan Baptist Church 
on Shanktown Road with her 

parents, siblings and extended 
family, doing all the things that 
budding Chr ist ia ns do. She 
memorized and recited memory 
verses. She learned Bible stories 
and many hymns, which she 
sang with the congregation, and 
learned many choruses and po-
ems to recite with the other chil-
dren at special church events.

One of those poems still draws 
out smiles and chuckles:

Christmas is coming.
The turkey is fat.
Please drop a nickel in the little 

boy’s hat.
If you don’t have a nickel, a 

penny will do.
If you don’t have that, God bless 

you.
While she was still in elemen-

tary school, Pastor Floyd Elliot 
bapt i zed Laura in Reva in a 
creek behind the home of her 

cousin, Ernest Shanks.
Laura broadened her view of 

Christian fellowship when visit-
ing the five churches led by Pas-
tor J.A. Holmes and traveling to 
various states with his 52-voice 
choir.

Guided by faith
As Laura matured into her 

teens and young adulthood, she 
applied the tenets of the Baptist 
faith to her daily life and chose 
to be a silently attentive church-
goer. More than a holidays-only 
worshipper, Laura attended Bi-
ble classes and worship services 
on Sunday mornings—rain or 
shine.

Laura’s daughter, Mary, lives 
in Ruckersville. Her daughters, 
Florence Williams (Reva) and 
Elizabeth Burrell (Culpeper), 
provide the lion’s share of Lau-

ra’s nurture in her own home in 
Reva, 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week.

Flo said that her mother spon-
taneously breaks into singing 
hymns throughout the day, and 
also sings along with her and 
Liz.

W hen recovering from hip 
surgery in 2019, Laura rallied 
Flo, tel l ing her “Help me get 
out of this bed!” And then she 
started singing.

Laura’s repertoire includes 
folk songs and ditties that her 
husba nd, Jesse, a g u ita r ist, 
performed with his brothers’ 
band. Some listeners have sus-
pected that Jesse was on her 
mind whenever she caressed the 
melody: “Roses are red. Violets 
are blue. Sugar is sweet, and so 
are you.”

Laura began reciting poetry 
and singing solos publicly in her 
93rd year. Dressed in 1800s at-
tire, she recited “Christmas Is 
Coming” at Mount Calvary Bap-
tist Church in Norman, Virginia.

W hen she was asked if she 
would like to say something at 

A life sketch of centenarian Laura Booten Hoffman

See HoFFMan, page c4

contributED photo

Sally booten holds her seventh 
child, Laura (Hoffman), born March 
26, 1912, a lifelong resident of  
Culpeper County.
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By EMILy JENNINGS

Culpeper Star-exponent

Culpeper County High 
School junior Ana Gon-
zalez appeared alert and 
professional as she sat 
across t he table f rom 
E d D u nphy,  a  v olu n-
teer from the local busi-
ness com mu n it y who 
met with students in the 
school library Friday.

“What does good cus-
tomer service mean to 
you ? ” D u nphy a s ke d 
Gonzalez in his role por-
traying an employer in-
terviewing a job candi-
date.

Gonzalez didn’t hesi-
tate. “Good customer 
ser v ice mea ns you’re 
checking on them con-
stantly and making sure 

their needs are met,” she 
sa id. “You wa nt to be 
friendly and answer their 
questions so they w il l 
want to come back.”

Gonzalez was among 
298 students interviewed 
by Dunphy and other vol-
unteers at Eastern View 
a nd Cu lpeper Count y 
high schools. About 80 
business leaders visited 

to help the young people 
bet ter prepa re t hem-
selves for a career after 
graduation.

Career Partners Inc., a 
local nonprofit, oversees 
the mock interviews. It 
is just one of many pro-
grams the organization 
conducts throughout the 
year.

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

Culpeper Star-exponent

Neighbors of the North-
ridge community, just north 
of the town of Culpeper, 
came out in force last week 
to express growing pain frus-
trations.

The residents’ reaction 
came in the face of a rezon-
ing request that could bring 
another 31 homes, and asso-
ciated traffic, to the increas-
ingly dense area bordered by 
Route 229, Ira Hoffman Lane 
and Bus. Route 29.

The Culpeper County 
Board of Supervisors, at its 
meeting Tuesday night, ulti-
mately delayed action on the 
rezoning, sending it back to 
the planning commission, 
due to a major, last-minute 
road-connection change. 
The vote came after hearing 
opposition to more cars on 
their streets from at least a 

dozen residents.
Applicant Blue Ridge 

Proper t y Ma nagement 
Group LLC, of Tinsley Place 
in Culpeper, has requested 
to rezone 31.8 acres of mostly 
pastureland along Chestnut 
Fork Road, near the Route 
229 intersection, from Rural 
Area to Residential. The 
landowner plans to build 
single-family houses on the 
parcel adjoining Northridge, 

By EMILy JENNINGS

Culpeper Star-exponent

Culpeper County Public 
Schools Superintendent 
Anthony Brads estimates the 
district will need 7.94 percent 
more, or another $2.61 mil-
lion, in county funds next 
school year.

Brads gave the School 
Board that news at a recent 
work session during which 
he outlined his preliminary 
budget recommendations 
for fiscal 2021.

Most of the increase will 
cover the steep rise in the cost 
of school employees’ health 
insurance, a 31 percent hike, 
Brads said.

“That’s enormous. That’s 
harsh,” he said. “It takes the 
air out of the room, that num-
ber does.”

“Whatever compensation 
increase that is contem-
plated, clearly, your increase 
in health insurance is going 

to eat up some or all of that,” 
Brads said.

On Monday night, Feb. 
10, school officials encour-

age Culpeper 
residents to 
at tend t he 
board’s “Talk 
About Bud-
get” (or TAB 
Time) work 
s e s s i on  a t 
the county 

administrative office at 302 
N. Main St. The 5:30 p.m. 
meeting is an informal op-
portunity to share ideas or 
concerns about educational 
needs and the 2020-21 school 
budget with the board.

Brads’ preliminary budget 
requests a 2.1 percent sal-
ary increase for teachers and 
staff, totalling $1.97 million.

He calculates that Culpep-
er teachers’ pay is 4.4 percent 
behind the midpoint of the 

Eastern View field 
hockey head coach Peggy 
Allen smiles after being 
presented with a plaque for 
her 40 years as a coach at 
both Culpeper and Eastern 
View high schools during 

a ceremony held Thursday 
night at EVHS. Allen has 
decided to retire after lead-
ing the Cyclones to their 
first state championship 
last November. See B1 for 
the complete story.

By AMy FRIEDENBERGER

the roanoke tImeS

RICHMOND—House Democrats used 
their majority Friday to advance the most 
controversial gun control bill this Gen-
eral Assembly session, a ban on the sale 
of assault weapons and the possession of 
“high capacity” magazines of 12 or more 
rounds.

The House Public Safety Committee 
backed HB 961 on a 12-9 party-line vote, 
sending it to the floor of the House of Dele-
gates. The bill would, among other things, 
require Virginians to turn over or destroy 
ammunition magazines considered to be 
“high capacity” and allow the possession 

Northridge 
neighbors decry 
re-zoning request

allISon BrophY ChampIon/CSe

Beyond this cul-de-sac on 
Belle Avenue a road connec-
tion is proposed as well as 
construction of 31 homes.

residents object to 31 new homes and 
associated traffic in already-dense area

Business leaders help boost 
Culpeper students’ job skills

emIlY JennInGS / Culpeper Star-exponent

Culpeper County High School junior Ana Gonzalez (left) answers a question posed by Ed Dunphy, one of about 80 vol-
unteers from the local business community who helped conduct 298 practice job interviews at both Eastern View and 
Culpeper County high schools this week to better prepare students for the workplace.

pAVING THE WAy TO A BRIGHTER FuTuRE

See CAREERS, page a8

See REzONE, page a7

Preliminary CCPS 
budget requests 
8% funding hike

Brads

Superintendent blames increase on  
a sharp hike in health insurance 

See BuDGEt, page a4\

Uproar results 
after vote 
on assault 
weapons 

coach announces retirement

StephanIe olInGer / Culpeper Star-exponent

See GuNS, page a4



Sunday, February 9, 2020 A8

Take a Tour Today! Call 540-825-6300
or stop by our leasing office.

1050 Claire Taylor Court • Culpeper • northridgeapthomes.com

First Rate Amenities
• Sparkling Pool • 24 hour Fitness Center • Public transportation

• Full sizeW/D • Pets welcome • A ordable Living

A�ord�bl� L�v�ng a� it F��es�!

1, 2, & 3 Bedroom Apts.

15510MontanusDr. Suite E, Culpeper
Follow the road behind Target and Staples

540-727-0401 Mon.–Thurs.: 11 a.m.–8 p.m.
Fri. & Sat.:11 a.m.–10 p.m. • Sunday: 2–8 p.m.

One coupon per purchase. Not to be combined w/other
offers or coupons. Expiration date 3/1/20.

Filling your lingerie drawer and somuchmore!

Unmentiona�es
Lingerie, novelties andMore

$5 off Any Purchase
of $25 or more

www.unmentionablesofculpeper.com

We have a gorgeous selection of
intimate apparel to wrap her
in luxury this Valentine’s Day.

Warm up
your

nights!

540-795-2020
Call to schedule your FREEWindow and Patio Door Diagnosis

Why Renewal by Andersen?
• Renewal by Andersen is the full-service replacement
windowdivision of Andersen, a 117-year-old family-owned
companywith a reputation for excellence inwindowand
patio door craftsmanship.

•Our exclusive composite Fibrex®windows are not only
beautiful, they’re remarkably strong, o�er superior energy
e�ciency and requireminimalmaintenance.**

• Our factory-trainedCertifiedMaster Installers have years
of experience installing onlywindows and patio doors,
and they’ll treat you and your homewith the utmost respect.

is National Replacement Window
Month at Renewal by Andersen*

SAVE 20%
SAVE 20%
SAVE 20% with

plus

Take an extra $250
off your entire order1

for 1
year1

Money Down
0$

Payments
0
Interest
0%

onwindows1

on patio doors1

on installation1

Call before February 29th!

FEBRUARY

Why did we declare
FebruaryNational
ReplacementWindow
Month? Because you’ve
just about had itwith
your drafty rooms that are
almost too cold to use!
Get this project done and
get relief with this special
February-only o�er!

1Offer not available in all areas. 20% discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors. To qualify for discount offer, initial
contact for a free Window and Patio Door Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 2/29/20 with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days after the initial contact. No payments and deferred
interest for 12 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Financing not valid with other offers or prior
purchases. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any
finance terms advertised are estimates only and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer
and such lender, all subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing.
This Renewal by Andersen location is independently owned and operated. VA CLASS-A2701010633. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2020 Andersen
Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2020 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *National Replacement Window Month is not a Congressionally-approved designation. **See limited warranty for details.

NEWS

By KEITH EPPS

THe Free LanCe–STar

A man who was recently 
ordered to serve 14 years 
in prison for raping his 
estranged wife has picked 
up an additional 13 felony 
charges for allegedly writ-
ing threatening letters 
from jail to three people in-
volved in his prosecution, 
court records show.

Deandre Johnson, 25, 
of Ridgeley, W.Va., was 
convicted in Spotsylvania 
County Circuit Court in 
June of charges that includ-
ed rape, strangulation and 
domestic assault. A jury 
recommended a 14-year 
prison sentence, and Judge 
Ricardo Rigual imposed 
the sentence in November.

Johnson has been in 
the Rappahannock Re-
gional Jail since his arrest 
in December 2018, after he 

found the woman with her 
new boyfriend at a home in 
Spotsylvania.

On Feb. 3, a Staf ford 
Count y g ra nd jur y in-
dicted Johnson on nine 
felony counts of commu-
nicating threats and four 
felony counts of violating 
a protective order (third or 
subsequent offense). The 
charges were filed in Staf-
ford because the jail is in 
the county.

Court records show that 
the alleged threats were 
made bet ween May of 
last year and Jan. 2. Each 
charge carries a maximum 
penalty of f ive years in 
prison.

Stafford prosecutor Ed 
Lustig said the targets of 
the threatening letters 
were Judge Rigual, Spotsyl-
vania prosecutor Amanda 
Sweeney a nd t he rape 
victim. Lustig declined to 

discuss the 
d e t a i l s  o f 
the threats.

Johnson, 
who repre-
sented him-
self during 
his Spotsyl-
vania trial, 

had a major outburst in 
court during his Spotsylva-
nia sentencing after Rigual 
denied his request for a new 
trial. He was hauled out of 
the courtroom by bailiffs 
and witnessed the remain-
der of the hearing through a 
window in a room adjacent 
to the courtroom.

The proceedings were 
also interrupted by the 
victim’s mother, who stood 
up in Johnson’s defense 
and said, “He didn’t rape 
my daughter.” The victim 
broke down crying after 
hearing what her mother 
said.

Convicted rapist accused of threatening 
Spotsylvania judge, prosecutor and victim

Johnson

Founded 20 years ago 
a nd r un by volunteers, 
Career Partners also works 
with young entrepreneurs 
to develop business plans, 
encou r ages st udy a nd 
interest in science a nd 
technolog y through or-
ganized STEM activities 
and events, and presents 
an annual career expo for 
Culpeper students in the 
8th, 10th and 12th grades.

“We’re a pa r t nership 
between education, busi-
ness, government and the 
community with a goal of 
preparing students for the 
workplace,” said Marty 
Bywaters-Baldwin, direc-
tor of workforce services 
for Rappahannock Good-
will Industries Inc., who is 
serving this year as presi-
dent of Career Partners.

“Cu lpeper i s  u n ique 
with this—a trust has built 
between these groups over 
years that you don’t see 
in other communities,” 
Baldwin said. “This trust, 
with a unified goal of serv-
ing the next generation, 
makes it possible to do the 
fantastic collaborative ini-
tiatives that are happen-
ing here now.”

Randi Richards-Lutz, 
Culpeper County Public 
Schools’ director of career 
and technical education, 
serves on the Career Part-
ners board.

“Some form of practice 
i nter v iew i ng ha s been 
part of Career Partners 
from the beginning,” Lutz 
said. “But it’s only in the 
last four years that every 
high school student is able 
to participate.”

At one of  t he Ca re er 
Partners monthly meet-
i ngs, t he d i rectors de-
cided to i nclude mock 
interviews in a class that 
teaches economics and 
personal finance, which 
every student must pass to 
graduate.

“As part of that class, we 
were already teaching re-
sumes and writing a cover 
let ter a nd a t ha n k-you 
note, but now we teach the 
soft skills that are so cru-
cial to job success—how to 
shake hands, dress profes-
sionally, make eye contact, 
communicate,” Lutz said.

Local business leaders 
come into the high schools 
to conduct the mock inter-
views twice each school 
year, in the fall and early 
spring.

“It’s one of my favorite 
things we do; all of them 
benefit from it,” Lutz said.

One of Friday’s volun-
teers was Marie Hawley, a 
career counselor at Ger-
manna Community Col-
lege’s Career and Transfer 
Center in Fredericksburg.

“I’m always impressed 
by the students when I do 
these interviews,” Hawley 
said.

Part of her job is to visit 
a rea school s a nd help 
young people figure out 
how to pursue their talents 
and interests in the work-
place.

“So many of these kids 
have a part-time job al-
ready, helping to support 
their families or saving for 
college, while at the same 
time keeping up academi-
cally. And they are help-
ing out at church or other 
places in the community,” 
Hawley said. “You’ve got to 
admire them for juggling 
all their different respon-
sibilities.”

E m m a W i lt ,  a  C C H S 
junior enrolled in the eco-
nomics and personal fi-
nance class, was “a little 
nervous” as she waited to 
be interviewed.

“I want to give my best 
interview and not mess 
up,” Wilt said.

Dillan Vick, her class-
mate, said they had been 
practicing for the inter-
views with other students, 
trying out questions on 

one a not her a nd doing 
speed interviews. This was 
his first-ever experience 
meeting with an adult who 
he knew would interrogate 
him about his ability to 
work.

“I’l l be glad when it’s 
over,” he said.

Later, both students said 
they were grateful for the 
experience.

“It wasn’t as bad as I ex-
pected it to be,” Vick said. 
“It was act ua l ly pret t y 
natural. To me, it was a 
good starting mark. Now 
I feel more ready for a real 
interview.”

Wilt was pleased with 
the feedback she was given 
by her interviewer, School 
B oa r d C h a i r  M ic hel le 
North, who is retired from 
a career in health market-
ing and communications.

“I got a lot of positive 
feedback and tips for in-
terviewing in the future,” 
Wilt said. “She said my 
answers were well thought 
out, and I made good eye 
contact, and she liked how 
I asked her some questions 
and made it more of a con-
versation.”

North was complimen-
tary of the students she 

interviewed.
“I  ne v er  c e a s e to  b e 

amazed at how well pre-
pared the kids are for this,” 
she said. “They’re clearly 
getting good instruction 
and practice in the class-
room. It’s ver y impres-
sive.”

ejennings@starexponent.com 
540/317-2986
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Michelle North (left), who serves on the CCPS School Board, 
talks with Ava Gibbons, a CCHS junior, as part of an economics 
and personal finance class that includes mock job interviews.
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