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By VIncEnT VaLa

FOR cUlpEpER StaR-EXpOnEnt

A bevy of Culpeper County 
“mathletes” have punched 
their tickets to compete in next 
month’s regional Math 24 com-
petition in Orange County.

In all, 96 Culpeper Coun-
ty Public School students in 
grades third through seven 
qualified at their elementary 
and middle schools to compete 
in ninth annual CCPS Math 24 
Tournament, which was held 
March 11 in the gymnasium at 
Floyd T. Binns Middle School.

After a few introductor y 
remarks and the playing of the 
national anthem, CCPS Gifted 
Coordinator Donovan O’Brien 
opened the evening’s tourna-
ment with the call to action, 
“Let’s play math!”

Diane Frazier, the gifted 

specialist from Sycamore Park 
who emceed the event, said 
the county tournament would 
include three rounds. It fol-
lowed an early evening test of 
academic skills.

“All students will participate 
in the first two rounds,” Frazier 
said. “The top eight finishers 
for each grade will them ad-
vance and compete in the third 
round.”

During each round, students 
sat in small groups at indi-
vidual tables overseen by an 
adult supervisor, or “proctor,” 
who recorded and reported the 
official results at the end of each 
10-miute competition.

The competition itself in-
volved cards being set on the 
table in front of the competi-
tors. Each card featured four 
individual numbers that the 
students must added, subtract-

ed, multiplied and/or divided 
to reach the number 24.

At the end of the 10-minute 
rounds, the students who cor-
rectly solved the most prob-
lems advanced to the f inal 
round and, ultimately, the 
regional competition. The re-
gional meet will be held April 
23 at Prospect Heights Middle 
School in Orange, O’Brien said.

“The big part is this is the first 
time that we’re sending a full 
team—the top four winners 
from each grade represent-
ing all of our elementary and 
middle schools,” O’Brien said.

O’Brien said the annual com-
petition is open to any students 
in the appropriate grades who 
wish to participate.

“They start in the fall,” he 
said. “How the students qual-

Culpeper County 
mathletes must 
‘use their heads’

Memphis Brown of Pearl Sample Elementary School concentrates on a 
Math 24 problem placed before competitiors during the third and final 
round of the ninth annual culpeper county Math 24 Tournamant.

Elizabeth Walker, a third-grade teacher at yowell Elementary School, 
places a Math 24 card on the table for a group of competitors during 
the first round at Floyd T. Binns Middle School.

phOtOS by VincEnt Vala FOR StaR-EXpOnEnt

The top-four finishers in grades third through seven in culpeper county Public Schools’ ninth annual Math 24 tournament hold their certificates of achievement after advancing 
to the regional compeititon.

By cOLLEEn curran |

RichmOnd timES-diSpatch

Joseph Papa, 37, a nd 
his husband, John-Stuart 
Fauquet, 38, haven’t been 
feeling well for a week. On 
Tuesday, they got the test 
results and found out why: 
They tested positive for the 
coronavirus.

They live in Richmond’s 
West End but spend much 
of their time traveling back 
and forth to New York for 
work. Papa is a book publi-
cist and had book launches 
in New York and Phi la-
delphia over the past few 
weeks. Fauquet works in 
executive recruiting and 
spent a few days in the be-
ginning of March in his 
New York skyscraper office.

Before the calls for social 

distancing were issued, 
they had traveled to New 
York and Philadelphia for 
work a nd attended t he 
Quirk Hotel opening in 
Charlottesville on March 5.

They also attended art 
galleries, ate at local restau-
rants, visited local theaters 
and went to a friend’s 50th 
birthday party. From late 
February to early March, 
they had contact with hun-
dreds of people, both for 
work and through their 
personal lives.

They were feeling fine 
until late March 12, when 
Fauquet came down with 
a fever. The next day, Papa 
followed. They had similar 
symptoms: fever, fatigue 
and shortness of breath.

“I hear the symptoms feel 

differently for everybody. 
But for us, it was strong 
fatigue, exhaustion, and 
shortness of breath,” Papa 
said. “The shortness of 
breath was very new for us. 
It was feeling very easily 
winded, like you’ve just run 
a mile even if you’re only 
walking the dog.”

They visited their pri-
mary care doctor the next 
day, on March 13, and were 
tested for the coronavirus. 
The test was a swab of the 
nose and throat, and they 
were isolated. The swab was 
quick but the results took 
three business days, which 
turned into five days over 
the weekend.

Fauquet works in a sky-
scraper in New York where 
someone tested positive 

for the coronavirus. But he 
never came in direct con-
tact with that person and 
they worked many f loors 
apart.

“Getting tested for the 
coronavirus was an anom-
aly. I think if we went earlier 
or later, we wouldn’t have 
gotten tested,” Papa said. 
Because someone had test-
ed positive in the same of-
fice building where Fauquet 
worked, they were tested for 
coronavirus.

They were sent home 
from the doctor’s office and 
they waited.

They self-quarantined. 
They didn’t leave t heir 
house for five days. Friends 
bought food and left it on 
their front porch.

Richmond couple in their 30s 
test positive for coronavirus

cOntRibUtEd phOtO

Joseph Papa (left) and John-Stuart Fauquet self-quarantined 
after getting tested for the coronavirus. See VIruS, page c5

See MaTh, page c4
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By CLINT SCHEMMER

The Culpeper STar exponenT

T he R appa ha n nock-
Rapidan Health District 
a nnounced late Fr iday 
night that two Culpeper 
residents in their 70s have 
tested positive for novel 
coronavirus.

He a l t h  D e p a r t m e nt 
staff wil l be contacting 
people identified as their 
close contacts, who will be 
asked to self-quarantine 
and monitor themselves 
for symptoms for 14 days.

The two patients, a mar-
ried couple, reside in the 
same household. Their 
cases mark the first posi-
tive COVID-19 cases in the 
Rappahannock-Rapidan 
Health District, the agency 
said.

The patients described a 
rapid onset of symptoms, 
“and quickly self-isolated, 
which greatly limited po-
tential contacts,” the dis-
trict said.

To protect the patients’ 
confidentiality, the health 
district said no further 
information about the pa-
tients will be released.

COVID-positive 
Culpeper worker

Hea lt h of f icia ls have 
communicated with the 
close contacts of the Cul-
peper County worker who 
tested positive for the nov-
el coronavirus and asked 
them to self-quarantine, 
the agency said Friday.

“Rappahannock-Rapi-
dan Health District staff 
have communicated with 
ever yone ident i f ied a s 
close contacts of this indi-
vidual. They have all been 

By CLINT SCHEMMER

The Culpeper STar exponenT

Just like other Virginians, 
Culpeper County Public 
Schools officials are being 
challenged by the break-
neck pace of coronavirus 
news, especially as it affects 
their students.

Providing meals
Right now, the district’s 

focus is on continuing to 
feed students on weekdays, 
since more than half the 
county’s students depend 
on the district for two meals 
a day, qualifying for free 
or reduced-price food pro-
grams.

Culpeper County will 
continue providing meals 
for students while schools 

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

Culpeper STar-exponenT

On Friday, the day after the lo-
cal health district announced a 
commuter to Culpeper had test-
ed positive for the coronavirus, 
the town of Culpeper announced 
it would close all town buildings 
to the public, beginning Monday, 
March 23, until further notice.

Saturday morning, hours after 
the health district confirmed 
two positive cases here, a hus-
band and wife in their 70s, Cul-
peper County followed suit with 
officials enacting an indefinite 
public ban in county buildings 
ef fect ive 8 a.m. on Monday. 
County staff will continue work-
ing regular hours.

“In addition to the closures, 
many employees have been in-
structed to work from home, but 
we will insure that the mission 
of serving the public continues 

to be carried out,” said Culpeper 
County Board Chairman Gary 
Deal. “The closures will help 
control the spread of the virus, 
while allowing us to continue 
providing services to citizens on-
line, via phone, and by appoint-
ment, if absolutely necessary.”

The County Board and other 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Virginia health officials said Satur-
day there are 152 cases of COVID-19 in 
the commonwealth.

That’s an increase of 38 cases from 
the 114 reported by the state on Friday. 
There are 77 cases in the northern 
region of the state, 42 in the eastern 
region, 25 in the central region, 6 in the 
northwest region and 2 in the south-
west region.

Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam said the 
state is changing testing criteria to give 
additional priority to medical staff who 
have come into contact with someone 
with the virus.

By CLINT SCHEMMER

The Culpeper STar exponenT

Donna Staton, the new 
president of Culpeper 
Medical Center, wants lo-
cal residents to know that 
her Novant Health UVA 
Health System hospital 
has acted to protect its 
patients, team members, 
providers and the com-
munity during the coro-
navirus pandemic

T he c enter,  pa r t  of 
the Novant Health UVA 
Health System, “is pre-
pared to care for our com-
munity,” Staton said via 
email Saturday.

Culpeper Medical Cen-
ter has recently instituted 
strict visitor screening at 
designated entrances, she 
noted.

The hospital has also 
formalized its guidance 
for discontinuation of 
elective surgeries, outpa-
tient services and physi-
cian clinic visits.

This week, it put into 
operation an Emergency 
Department triage tent 
near the emergency en-
t ra nce to suppor t t he 
potential for an influx of 
patients to the hospital, 
Staton said. The tent will 
process Emergency De-
partment patients. It is 
not  designed to screen or 
test for COVID-19.

Culpeper Medical Cen-
ter has connected with re-

gional and national emer-
gency supply resources 
for Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) a nd 
medical supply needs, 
she said.

It has put into operation 
tele-work capabilities for 
all non-essential on-site 
personnel, Staton said.

Finally, the hospital has 
partnered with Culpeper 
County Public School and 
the county Department of 
Health & Human Services 
to prov ide emergency 
child-care services for 
hospita l employees at 
Farmington Elementary 

School.
“We continue to moni-

tor patient capacity, sup-
ply ma nagement a nd 
daily operations, as well 
as taking care of our pa-
tients and team during 
this rapidly evolving situ-
ation,” Staton said. “We 
are so grateful for the out-
pouring of support from 
the community for our 
team and are working di-
rectly with the Chamber 
of Commerce to help fa-
cilitate donations of food 
and services to Culpeper 
Medical Center.”

Culpeper Medical Cen-

ter thanks people for ask-
ing how they can help and 
support its staff, providers 
and volunteers.

Area residents can as-
sist the hospital, it said in 
a statement, by directing 
questions to the state:

—The Virginia Depart-
ment of Health (VDH) has 
a public helpline for ques-
tions about corona virus: 
1-877-ASK-VDH3 (1-877-
275-8343). Community 
resource specialists are 
available to answer ques-
tions from the public in 
English or Spanish.

Two new COVID-19 
cases are residents 
of Culpeper County
Officials strive to 
identify contacts

See CASES, page a5

Culpeper hospital installs triage 
tent, prepares for COVID cases

VInCenT Vala For STar-exponenT

UVA Novant Culpeper Medical Center President Donna Staton said on Saturday that the 
hospital ‘is prepared to care for our community’ after the first local COVID-19 cases were 
announced late Friday night.

Va. COVID-19 
cases increase 
33% in 24 hours
State changes criteria for 
testing to prioritize medical 
staff, first responders

Town hall, county 
offices close to public

eMIlY JennInGS / Culpeper STar-exponenT

On Saturday, March 21, a sign on 
the Culpeper County Adminis-
tration Building announces the 
closure of all county buildings.

See TOwN, page a5 See COVID-19, page a4

See HOSPITAL, page a5

culpeper schools 
grapple with 
demands of crisis

Culpeper CounTY puBlIC SChoolS

Two children of Culpeper’s essential personnel play school 
Thursday at Farmington Elementary, as the division tries to 
help staff members and others through the virus crisis.

See SCHOOLS, page a4
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NEWS

“They are literally our 
f ront l i ne of  defen se,” 
Northam said, “and they 
need our support and our 
protection.”

Northam also said the 
state is work i ng to get 
more supplies like masks 
and gowns, and he signed 
an executive order Friday 
night to allow hospitals 
and nursing homes to add 
more beds to deal with the 
pandemic.

Four cases reported 
at rehab center in 
western Henrico

Four people, a l l 50 or 
older, at a Henrico Coun-
ty rehabilitation facility 
and a young woman from 
R ich mond have tested 
positive for COVID-19, a 
local health official said 
Friday.

This brings the totals in 
the area to seven people 
with the virus in Henrico, 
and six in the city.

But what concerns Dr. 
Danny Avula, the public 
health director for both 
localities, more than the 
rising number of cases, is 
the fact that some have no 
known contact with the 
virus.

“This just confirms what 
we’ve been operating on 
for the last week or lon-
ger,” Avula said during a 
briefing at the Richmond 
City Health District Clinic 
at 1 p.m. on Friday. “We 

have community spread 
going on here in Central 
Virginia.”

These numbers differ 
from figures posted just an 
hour earlier on the Virgin-
ia Department of Health 
website. VDH’s numbers 
indicate five cases in Rich-
mond and three in Hen-
rico, and do not account 
for these f ive new cases 
confirmed Friday.

O n  T h u r s d a y,  s t a t e 
health officials said there’s 
a lag in the reporting of 
statewide numbers and 
f igures on the V DH site 
m ig ht not be t he sa me 
as numbers reported by 
indiv idua l loca lit ies or 
local health districts. The 
state has a 5 p.m. cutoff for 
tabulating daily numbers, 
so the numbers reported 
on the website each day 
are 19 hours old.

A R ich mond w om a n 
in her 20s tested positive 
for the virus around noon 
Friday, according to Avula. 
She had contact with three 
individuals who had re-
cently traveled to Spain, he 
said, and expects to count 
some, if not all of them, 
among future cases, once 

tested.
Av u la sa id a n epide-

miologist spent half the 
day Thursday at Canter-
bury Rehabilitation and 
Healthcare Center, which 
is a long-term rehab center 
in western Henrico Coun-
t y—not to be conf used 
w it h t he We st m i n ster 
Ca nterbu r y R ich mond 
retirement community in 
Henrico near Richmond’s 
North Side where another 
positive test was reported 
earlier this week. The epi-
demiologist was deployed 
to the center after a wom-
an in her 50s had devel-
oped a fever and tested 
positive for the virus.

The health district of-
f ic ia l  e x a m i ne d ot her 
residents with potential 
signs of the virus. Seven 
were tested, Avula said; 
three came back positive, 
two who were symptom-
atic tested negative, and 
results are pending in the 
other two cases.

Those who tested posi-
tive included a man in his 
60s and two other women 
in their 60s and 70s.

The facility’s medical 
director, Dr. James Wright, 
wa s one of si x doctors 
who sent a letter to state 
off icials on Wednesday 
criticizing Virginia De-
partment of Health rules 
delaying COVID-19 testing 
of those most vulnerable 
residents.

The doctors, who man-
age more t ha n a dozen 
long-term ca re centers 
in the region, called for a 
change to a requirement 

that the f lu and other re-
spirator y infect ions be 
ruled out before a COV-
ID-19 test is provided. The 
process takes up to a week.

On Friday, State health 
commissioner Norman 
O l i v e r  s a i d  t h e  s t a t e 
planned to issue new guid-
ance that might make it 
easier for nursing home 
residents to be tested. The 
announcement came as 
the state bolstered its test-
ing capabilities.

Wright and Avula said 
the patients at Canterbury 
Rehab are isolated in a 
wing of the facility. Each is 
also in their own separate 
room.

T he faci l it y had sus-
pended v isitat ion even 
before the first symptoms 
began to show, Avula said. 
But it was unclea r how 
these patients came into 
contact with the virus.

Another case in Hen-
rico reported on Friday 
involved a man in his 40s 
with no known exposure 
to the disease. All others 
can be traced to recent 
travel to already contami-
nated areas.

Av ula said t hat’s ev i-
dence that there is com-
munity transmission oc-
curring in the area, which 
is what some of the more 
extreme measures, l ike 
closing schools and limit-
ing restaurants, theaters 
and g yms to just 10 pa-
trons, taken by area and 
state officials were aimed 
at preventing.

“Those types of decision 
are being done to l imit 

socia l i nteract ion,” he 
said. “Because more and 
more people are getting 
this without knowing who 
they’ve come into contact 
w ith or know ing where 
they may have contracted 
the virus.”

With temperatures in 
the 80s, crowds could be 
found on Bel le Isle and 
other outdoor spaces en-
joying the weather, but 
disregarding social dis-
ta nci ng recom menda-
tions.

“I wouldn’t say let’s not 
go outside, but I would 
say, let’s do it safely,” Avula 
sa id. “W here t here a re 
places where people are 
c ong re g at i ng i n c los e 
g r ou p s  a nd  n ot  s p a c -
ing t hemselves si x feet 
apart, that’s concerning 
and we’re going to advise 
against that.”

B a s e d on how ot her 
similar respiratory viruses 
spread, Av u la sa id be-
ing outside is better, but 
doesn’t completely miti-
gate the risk.

Currently, the only con-
firmed case of the virus 
that has required hospi-
talization is the man in his 
mid-80s who lives at the 
Westminster Canterbury 
retirement. He tested posi-
tive Tuesday after return-
ing from Florida early last 
week.

All others are self-iso-
lating at their respective 
homes, Avula said.

Half of the confirmed 
cases in Richmond and 
Henrico were tested by 
LabCorp, a private com-
pany, which shows an ex-
pansion of testing that was 
first limited to the state 
lab, he said.

COVID-19
From Page A1

danIEL SanGJIB MIn/tIMES-dISpatch

‘If you are planning an event 
with several people, you 
should cancel it, period,’ Gov. 
Ralph Northam said.

are closed due to the coro-
navirus threat. Last week, 
school staf f quick ly or-
ganized and deployed to 
create and staff a drive-
through food-service pro-
gram at three local elemen-
tary schools, Pearl Sample, 
Sycamore Park and Emer-
ald Hill.

On Friday, the school di-
vision said beginning Mon-
day, March 23, those who 
take advantage of the meal 
service will receive their 
breakfast for the following 
day along with their lunch, 
which will be distributed 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
on weekdays, eliminating 
the need for two pick-up 
times.

This change w il l a lso 
apply to Culpeper Human 
Services’ Galbreath-Mar-
shall location.

Student instruction
Working remotely while 

V i r g i n ia’s  s chool s  a re 
closed, Culpeper teachers 
continue to educate their 
students if they have inter-
net access.

And administrators are 
looking ahead to testing 
and high school gradu-
at ions, wondering how 
current events—and state 
policy—will shake out.

“Anything is possible at 
this point,” Rob Hauman, 

the school division’s execu-
tive director of curriculum 
and instruction, said in an 
interview Friday. “We’ve 
never experienced any-
thing like this before.”

The situation is chang-
ing hour by hour, so the 
district is keeping parents 
updated by a constantly 
revised Frequently Asked 
Questions page on its web-
site, via social media and 
occasional emails and ro-
bocalls, Hauman said.

Twice a week, all of Vir-
ginia’s school superinten-
dents participate in a con-
ference call with Dr. James 
F. Lane, the superintendent 

of public instruction, ask-
ing him questions and re-
ceiving fresh guidance.

On Friday’s cal l, they 
discussed whether Virginia 
will grant waivers of re-
quirements for Standards 
of Learning tests and nor-
mal graduation require-
ments, Hauman said.

The State Board of Edu-
cation and Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly will have to 
take the next steps, he said. 
On those issues, the state 
superintendent’s off ice 
can’t act on its own.

On Friday, U.S. Secretary 
of Education Betsy DeVos 
said the federal govern-

ment will let states waive 
its requirements for stan-
dardized testing, enabling 
Virginia to cancel SOL tests.

Virginia is hardly alone. 
Most states have shuttered 
their schools to slow the 
spread of the coronavi-
rus, affecting the vast ma-
jority of the nation’s K-12 
students. At least 114,000 
public and private schools, 
Education Week reports.

The good news, Hauman 
said, is that most Culpeper 
students had received most 
of the year’s educational 
content when Gov. Ralph 
Northam announced he 
was closing the state’s pub-
lic schools.

Culpeper public schools 
had just completed their 
nine-week grading period, 
though they didn’t get the 
chance to give out report 
cards, he said.

Will schools  
open again?

Now, local officials’ big 
focus is on what will hap-
pen after Friday, March 27. 
Will Virginia schools stay 
closed for longer? Or will 
they not reopen to students 
this school year, at all?

Hau ma n sa id he a n-
ticipates the state’s schools 
closure will probably last 
longer than two weeks, 
based on fol low ing t he 
news. “It sounds like it will 
last longer than first antici-
pated,” he said.

So, Culpeper school of-
ficials are starting to con-
centrate on what a longer 
closure would mean for 
seniors, Hauman said. If 
schools stay closed, the 
county would have to sub-
mit federa l wa ivers for 
attendance requirements, 
he said.

And what about gradua-
tion? If the nationwide ban 
on large gatherings con-
tinues, ceremonies might 
have to be postponed.

Regardless, “we want 
to make sure seniors have 
every opportunity to re-
ceive t heir high school 
diplomas,” Hauman said. 
“We would find every pos-
sible way to get diplomas to 
graduating seniors.”

He said he imagines that 
once the spread of the coro-
navirus subsides, and de-
pending on the state of the 
nation’s economy, many 
students may immediately 

need to find jobs to support 
their families.

“They may never come 
back to finish school,” he said.

On Friday, the organi-
zation that oversees the 
Advanced Placement pro-
gram canceled its tradi-
tional, face-to-face AP test-
ing this year because of the 
viral crisis.

The College Board re-
placed its usual exams, 
offer students the ability to 
earn college credit while in 
high school, with shorter 
online versions that can 
be taken in 45 minutes at 
home. Ordinarily, AP tests 
occur in May.

Child care for  
essential personnel

Meanwhile, the school 
division has partnered with 
Culpeper Human Services 
to help critical infrastruc-
ture agencies and Culpeper 
organizations by providing 
child care for children aged 
4-12 of essential person-
nel. That is happening 
from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
weekdays at Farmington 
Elementary School, and 
started on Wednesday.

Breakfast, lunch and an 
afternoon snack are being 
provided to those workers’ 
children at no cost. Nurses 
are on site to screen children, 
and adults, for any symp-
toms of illness prior to letting 
them into the building.

cschemmer@starexponent.com 
540/825-0773
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A Culpeper school staff 
member’s child writes on 
a whiteboard Thursday at 
Farmington Elementary.

photoS By cuLpEpEr county puBLIc SchooLS

Farmington Elementary School nurse Marta Chance screens 
Assistant Principal Jack Glick with a thermometer before he 
enters the building Thursday.



Virginia Breeze Bus Lines is
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Learn more at virginiabreeze.org
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By CLINT SCHEMMER

Culpeper StAr-exponent

When Culpeper public-
school classes resume in 
slightly more than three 
weeks, they will little re-
semble what ch i ld ren, 
parents and teachers knew 
before the COVID-19 pan-
demic struck.

Culpeper County Public 
School ad m i n ist rators 
made that crystal clear to 
the School Board on Mon-

day night before the board 
voted to resume in-person 
classes using a “blended” 
model of classroom and 
online instruction.

“W hatever image you 
have in mind, the reality 
will look vastly different,” 
Dr. Russel l Houck, t he 
school division’s student 
services director, told the 
board.

Students w il l be split 
into two groups to attend 

in-person classes two days 
per week, then do assign-
ments at home and engage 
in online learning the other 
three days of the week.

The division’s 8,000 stu-
dents w i l l go to school 
either Monday and Tues-
day or Thursday and Fri-
day, enabling staff to put 
enough physical distance 
between them in class-
rooms a nd ha l lways to 
stem the spread of CO-

VID-29. Otherwise, with 
the guidelines from the 
Virginia Department of 
Health and federal Cen-
ters for Disease Control, 
not all of Culpeper’s stu-
dents could safely fit into 
its school buildings, staff 
members said.

Families that want their 
children to attend school 
strictly online will have 
that option.

Trying to keep everyone 

as healthy as possible de-
spite the presence in the 
community of the novel 
coronavirus will require 
many changes to how edu-
cation takes place, Houck 
said.

He hit t he high l ights 
from the 15-page Health 
Mitigation Plan that will 
guide everyone, from par-
ents to child to school staff.

“This is our foundation,” 
Houck said. “We are re-

building school.”
The plan was reviewed 

a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e 
Rappahannock-Rapidan 
Health District on Thurs-
day, he told the board.

New school rules
Educating thousands 

of children, parents and 
staff members about good 
health practices will be 
essential to reducing risk, 

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

Culpeper StAr-exponent

Seemingly free of COVID-19 for 
months, Virginia’s Coffeewood Cor-
rectional Center in Culpeper County 
is reporting its first cases of the conta-
gious respiratory illness.

Other recent health department 
data measures for testing and ER 
visits in the Rappahannock-Rapidan 
Health District punctuate the fact 
that the pandemic continues to be 
locally felt.

Greg Carter, a spokesman with 
Virginia Department of Corrections, 
said on Tuesday evening that a Cof-
feewood staff member tested positive 
for COVID-19 earlier this year and has 
since recovered.

He said there were currently 
three more positive cases among 
staff members at the facility, but did 
not know details about which units 
they were assigned to in the multi-
building medium security prison in 
Mitchells in southern Culpeper.

The state jail is rated to house 
nearly 1,200 inmates and is located on 
44 fenced-in acres. The average daily 
population in June at Coffeewood 

By EMILy JENNINGS

Culpeper StAr-exponent

Grat itude a nd generos-
ity were graciously exchanged 
Tuesday morning outside the 
Culpeper Chamber of Com-
merce office off Sperryville 
Pike as members of the local 

business community stopped 
by to pick up their allotment 
of KN-95 masks donated by 
Lowes of Culpeper.

“I’m not sure how they got 
so many,” said Lowes Store 
Manager Scott O’Toole, of the 
roughly 4,000 masks that have 

been distributed throughout 
the area. “[Lowes does] a lot of 
business internationally, so I 
guess they had their connec-
tions.”

The KN-95 mask is a filtering 
respirator face mask made in 
China that provides the wearer 

95 percent protection against 
bacteria, viruses, pollution and 
other environmental particles 
such as dust and pollen. KN-
95 masks have a 3-D foldable 
design with earloops, a nose 
bridge piece, and will provide 

By MICHAEL MARTZ

riChmond timeS-diSpAtCh

With Congress prepar-
ing to debate relaxing 
restrictions on emergency 
aid to state and local gov-
ernments, Gov. Ralph 
Northam is sending al-
most $645 million in fed-
eral funds to localities to 
help them weather the 

coronavirus crisis and its 
economic repercussions.

The money is the sec-
ond half of the $1.3 billion 
in federal aid under the 
CARES Act that Virginia 
is allocating for local gov-
ernments to use under 
current rules that limit 
spending to expenses 
directly related to com-
bating the spread of CO-

VID-19. The state distrib-
uted $644.6 million to 
localities in early June, 
based on population.

Together, the alloca-
tions represent 45% of the 
$3.1 billion that Virginia 
received from the fed-
eral government last spring 
with the recommendation 
that it use a portion of the 
money to help localities. 

Only Fairfax County, with 
more than 1 million peo-
ple, received a $200 million 
payment directly from the 
federal government under 
the CARES Act.

Congress is girding for 
negotiations over a new 
stimulus relief package 
that, at a minimum, ap-
pears likely to give state 
and local governments 

some of the f lexibility 
they have sought to use 
the money to compen-
sate for lost tax revenues, 
including taxes on sales, 
meals and lodging, and 
event admissions that 
local governments rely 
upon to reduce pressure 
on property taxes.

Culpeper, Virginia | StarExponent.com

Culpeper’s 
Coffeewood 
prison reports 
first virus cases

See COffEEwOOd, page A7

Lowes’ donation provides key 
protection to local businesses

chamber helpS harDware Store DiStribute 4,000 maSkS

emilY JenninGS/StAr-exponent

Tuesday morning Scott O’Toole (left) from Lowe’s of Culpeper gives two boxes of KN-95 masks to Amanda Johnson for the law firm she 
recently started, A.R. Johnson Law in Culpeper. The masks were part of several thousand donated by Lowes to the Culpeper business com-
munity, with the help of the Culpeper Chamber of Commerce.

Virginia to send $644.6 million in federal aid 
to local governments in second round of relief

See dONATIONS, page A7

See AId, page A4

Culpeper schools eye one-of-a-kind reopening

See SCHOOLS, page A6
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Houck said.
People who fail to report 

COVID-19 symptoms or 
risk factors, or who don’t 
fol low prevention mea-
sures, won’t be able to at-
tend school or use school 
buses, he emphasized.

“We w i l l have to say, 
‘Sorry, you’ll have to go 
online,’ ” Houck said.

Students, visitors and 
staff all will wear masks 
inside school buildings, 
in hallways and, with a 
few specific exceptions, 
on school playgrounds, he 
said. Students must wear 
masks on buses, and be 
physically distanced from 
other riders. Every student 
will be expected to carry 
hand sanitizer with them, 
and use it regularly.

Parents won’t be able 
to pick up their children’s 
homework, and visitation 
to school buildings will 
be strongly discouraged, 
Houck said. All visitors will 
have to have a prior ap-
pointment.

Staff members will be 
expected to model proper 
publ ic-hea lt h prec au-
tions, as they did at the 
School Board’s two July 
work sessions at Floyd T. 
Binns Middle School.

Assigned seats
To manage protective 

measures and trace CO-
VID-19 exposure should 
someone become ill, all 
students will be assigned 
seat i ng i n classrooms, 
cafeterias and on school 
buses, Houck said.

Being able to determine 
who was exposed to a CO-
VID-19 carrier is impor-
tant to limiting the spread 
of the disease and to avoid 
having to close an entire 
school when a case is con-
firmed, Houck said.

If a student is suspected 
of having COVID-19, until 
they are examined by a 
health professional, they 
won’t be able to return to 
the classroom, he said.

For some families, the 
cost of health care will be 
an issue, but the school di-
vision can’t take chances 
with a child returning to 
school who hasn’t been 
tested, Houck said.

The school district ex-
pects Culpeper’s medical 
community “will step up” 
so students have access to 
the health screening that 
they need, he said.

Unfamiliar terrain
Superintendent Tony 

Brads acknowledged that 
Culpeper’s public schools 
are entering uncharted 
waters.

“There isn’t a model for 
what we’re about to do,” 
Brads told the board. “This 
will be our first time for 
something other than tra-
ditional school.”

Dr. Rob Hauman, brief-
ing the board on the 2021-
22 Ret u r n to L ea r n i ng 
Plan, said the senior staff 
who have navigated the 

district’s needs since Vir-
ginia schools’ mid-March 
lockdown and designed 
alternative plans for this 
fall have tackled the “most 
challenging project of our 
careers.”

“We are going to reopen 
school l ike it has never 
been reopened before,” he 
said.

The division will pres-
ent its instructional plan, 
wh ich sta f f  i s  now de-
velopi ng ba sed on t he 
School Board’s decision 
this week, to the Virginia 
Department of Education 
by Aug. 3.

H e l p i n g  g u i d e  t h e 
board’s split decision were 
surveys the division con-
duc ted of pa rent s a nd 
teachers.

Of 6292 pa rent s who 
responded to t he d iv i-
sion’s survey, 43 percent 
(3,595 parents) preferred 
all-online instruction, 34 
percent (2,852 parents) 
preferred traditional, in-
person teaching, and 23 
percent (1,903 parents) 
preferred a model blended 
from those two.

The number of survey 
respondents was 75.4 per-

cent of the total 8,350 par-
ents the school division 
contacted.

If the traditional model 
wasn’t possible, 96 percent 
of parents responding se-
lected the blended model, 
w it h 4 percent choose 
remote-only learning.

If t he blended model 
wasn’t possible, 59 percent 
of parents chose remote-
only and 41 percent chose 
traditional.

Splitting the results into 
two options--remote-only 
vs. in-person learning—
yielded 43 percent for the 
former and 57 percent for a 
mix of the traditional and 
blended models.

Staff used the numbers 
to calculate whether in-
div idua l schools cou ld 
s a f e l y  a c c o m m o d a t e 
st udent s  g i ven publ ic 
health authorities’ phys-
ic a l  d i st a nc e requ i re-
ments. They could, using 
a blended schedule that 
mixes in-person and on-
line teaching to reduce 
the number of students 
in classrooms—and on 
buses—at one time.

A split decision
T h e  S c h o o l  B o a r d ’s 

Monday-night meeting 
ended with 4-3 vote to ap-
prove Stevensburg District 
member Marshall Keene’s 
mot ion to approve t he 
blended model.

Keene included a provi-
so that educators who feel 
that COVID issues restrict 
them from teaching in-
person be given the oppor-
tunity to teach virtually 
from inside their school 
building. Administrators 
would be able to use them 
as needed amid the trying, 
unprecedented educa-
tional situation imposed 
by the novel coronavirus 
pandemic.

T he s c ho ol  d i v i s ion 
would grant an exception 
for staff members who had 
a documented medica l 

reason not to teach in per-
son, Keene said.

His proposal, the only 
one on which the board 
voted, carried with Keene 
and members Christina 
Burnett, Anne Luckinbill 
and Elizabeth Smith vot-
ing for it. Board members 
Patricia Baker, Barbara 
Brow n, Michel le Nort h 
were opposed.

On Tuesday, Keene said 
he has heard “lots of posi-
tive feedback” from par-
ents and teachers about 
the Health Mitigation Plan 
the board approved.

“In less than 24 hours, 
more t ha n 15 teachers 
have changed their mind 
to teach in person,” Keene 
s a id .  “How e v er,  s ome 
members of t he publ ic 
have reverted to distaste-
ful attacks on board mem-
bers who voted in favor of 
the blended plan, which 
is unfortunate when ev-
ery board member cares 
about all of our parents, 
students and staff.”

Allison Cline, president 
of the Culpeper County 
Education Association, 
said the teacher group’s 
top priority continues to 
be the health and safety of 
Culpeper students, their 
families, educators and 
support professionals, and 
the community.

Many CCEA members 
“have c onc er n s a bout 
safety. We are facing an 
unprecedented situation, 
and caution is warranted,” 
Cline said Tuesday.

The association has sent 
a survey to its membership 
asking their thoughts, ex-
pects to receive its results 
Thursday, and will make a 
statement after analyzing 
the results, Cline said.

Although School Board 
members didn’t engage in 
a lot of discussion Monday 
night, reaching a decision 
obviously was difficult for 
them, with a margin of one 
vote deciding the highly 

contentious issue.

Teachers pressured?
School Board Vice Chair 

Pat Baker express sharp 
concer ns about teach-
ers feeling pressured to 
resume in-person instruc-
tion despite the continuing 
pandemic and their own 
or their family members’ 
health vulnerabilities.

“I don’t think anyone 
who is trying to protect 
the health of an elderly 
parent, their children or 
grandchildren should feel 
guilty if they have to stay at 
home,” Baker said. “They 
shoudn’t be dumped on. 
... They’re not lazy. They’re 
not just sitting at home, 
waiting on a paycheck.”

The former teacher said 
Culpeper educators are 
proud, innovative, creative 
people, whether they’re in 
a classroom or not.

“... And we want every-
one of these young men 
and women to come back 
to us,” Baker said.

Board member Barbee 
Brown agreed with Baker 
that the division shouldn’t 
force teachers to return to 
the classroom.

I f  a pr i ncipa l ca l ls a 
teacher and asks them if 
they’d consider in-person 
instruction, most teachers 
would think they’d better 
answer “yes,” Brown said.

Brads said if educators 
refuse such a request for 
helping fully staff schools 
this fall, the division isn’t 
going to compel them to 
comply.

Keene said he under-
stands that some teachers 
a re sca red about COV-
ID-19 risks with reopening 
schools, but said he doesn’t 
know how they would feel 
unsafe with all of the pre-
cautions written into the 
Health Mitigation Plan ap-
proved by the board.

cschemmer@starexponent.com 
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ClInT sCHeMMeR/sTaR-eXPOnenT

Dr. Rob Hauman, CCPS instructional director, briefs the School 
Board on the all-online teaching option Monday night. To his 
right in the Floyd T. Binns Middle School gym are board Chair 
Michelle North and Superintendent Tony Brads.
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She is called the “Mother of the the Civil Rights Movement.” 
Virginia’s Ella Baker organized civil rights activists in the 
20th century. Her influence is still felt today.. C1

» THAT’s THE spIRIT: 
Germanna holds drive-thru 
pep rallies for incoming 
students. A2
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By LauREnCE HaMMaCK

thE RoanokE timES

Six years ago, Natural Bridge and its 
surrounding forestland were saved 
from being sold to the highest bidder.

Now a state park, the popular 
Rockbridge County tourist attraction 
is again facing an uncertain financial 
future.

The park likely will be unable to 
make a nearly $580,000 annual pay-
ment on a loan from the Virginia 
Resources Authority that is due Nov. 
1, according to a letter from Stephanie 
Hamlett, the authority’s executive 
director.

Hamlett’s letter went to Tom 
Clarke, president and CEO of the Vir-
ginia Conservation Legacy Fund. In 
2014, the fund purchased the 215-foot 

high limestone arch and surround-
ing property before it could be carved 
up for sale at a public auction. The 
fund borrowed $9.1 million from the 
authority to close the deal, with plans 
to donate the land for a state park 
once the loan was paid off.

But the nonprofit organization 
soon fell behind on the loan and other 
debts as it struggled to manage the 
natural attraction, which includes 
about 1,500 acres and a hotel adjacent 
to Natural Bridge.

A possible foreclosure was avoided 
in 2016, when the property became 
a state park. But the payment on the 
loan will nearly double this year, and 
continuing questions have led au-
thority and state officials to consider 
severing their ties to Clarke.

“I anticipate that you will coop-

erate with whatever actions are 
deemed necessary to transfer the 
Natural Bridge, should a default oc-
cur, to a more appropriate owner,” 
Hamlett wrote in her April 29 letter, 
which the authority provided in re-
sponse to an open-records request 
from The Roanoke Times.

Efforts to reach Clarke last week 
were unsuccessful.

But in a June 23 letter responding to 
Hamlett, also released in response to 
a request under the Virginia Freedom 
of Information Act, Clarke wrote that 
he is willing to consider a transfer.

“VCLF will cooperate fully and do 
what we can to make that transition 
as smooth as possible, always keep-
ing in mind the overarching goal of 
VCLF and the Commonwealth to 

Natural Bridge facing more uncertain financial questions

thE RoanokE timES

tom Clarke stands below the natural Bridge in Rockbridge County 
in 2014. Clarke is president and CEO of the Virginia Conservation 
Legacy Fund, which owns the world-famous natural attraction.

By MICHaEL PauL WILLIaMS

Richmond timES=diSpatch.

If Black Lives Matter doesn’t look 
like your father’s social justice move-
ment, perhaps that’s because it draws 
less inspiration from the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. than from an esteemed 
Virginia-born organizer.

“With all due respect to King, the 
most important f igure in the civil 
rights movement was Ella Baker, who 
was organizing communities in the 
1940s a nd 1950s, host ing leader-
ship conferences, making contacts 
throughout the South and generally 
doing the work,” says Adam Ewing, as-
sistant professor of African American 
Studies at Virginia Commonwealth 
University.Ella Jo Baker, called “the 

Mother of the Civil Rights Movement,” 
was born on Dec. 13, 1903, in Norfolk. 
Her family moved to Littleton, N.C., 
when she was a child, and she finished 
Shaw University in Raleigh.

She died in New York in 1986, but 
not before leaving her fingerprints 
throughout the civil rights movement, 
f rom t he NA ACP to t he Sout hern 
Christian Leadership Conference to 

the Student Nonviolent Coordinat-
ing Committee, and from those first 
Greensboro, N.C., lunch counter 
sit-ins to the Freedom Rides that inte-
grated intrastate bus transportation.

But Baker shunned the limelight, 
wary of top-down charismatic leader-
ship, which made her an uneasy fit in 
King’s SCLC.

Or as she put it: “Strong people don’t 
need strong leaders.”

Ewing credits Baker with being 
a driving force in the formation of 
SNCC (pronounced “Snick”), whose 
decentralized leadership structure 
and focus on community empower-
ing and community-based leadership 
“looked a lot more like the current 

Virginia’s Ella Baker organized civil 
rights activists in the 20th century.  

Her influence is still felt today.

thE aSSociatEd pRESS

Virginia-born Ella Baker, an official of the Southern Conference Educational Fund (formerly the SCLC), speaks to reporters Jan. 3, 1968, about women’s Jeannette Rankin Brigade 
antiwar march in Washington, d.C.

daniEl Sangjib min/Rtd/

Black Lives Matter protesters confront police in Richmond’s third Precinct on July 8.

‘the mother of the civil rights movement’
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By DEVIN PAyNE

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

With the start of a very 
unusual school year now at 
hand, Culpeper County’s 
public schools have been 
scrambling to cover all the 
bases.

A d j u s t i n g  t o  p u b l i c 
health concerns during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
School Board decided to 
mix in-person and online 
instruction for 2020-21.

A majority of the interac-
tion between students and 
teachers will be virtual, and 
that is expected to present 
some challenges.

Ever since the School 
Board decided on a “blend-
ed” model at its July 27 
meeting, the main hurdle 

for the division’s Technol-
ogy Department has been 
ensuring all students are 
equipped with the tech they 
need to complete their on-
line courses.

Its network technicians 
have spent the past few 
months preparing some 

LINDA CHUBBS/FOR THE STAR-EXPONENT

An outdoor job fair is advertised on a sign 
outside Culpeper Baptist Church, where five 
local businesses recruited employees for more 
than 400 openings on Thursday, Aug. 20.

Marty Bywaters-Baldwin, director of work-
force services for Virginia Career Works in Cul-
peper, said exactly 100 job-seekers registered at 
the job fair and the businesses were thrilled by 
the turnout.

One of the five employers reported Friday 
they hired seven individuals on the spot, and 
have extended invitations for ten second inter-
views, Baldwin said.

“Another employer reported that it was the 
most productive job fair—pandemic or not—
that they have attended in the last five years,” 
he added. “We’re planning a second outdoor job 
fair for September. Details to follow.”

By JOHN REID BLACKWELL

RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

Virginia’s unemploy-
ment rate stood at 8% in 
July, down slightly from 
8.1% in June, as busi-
nesses slowly recovered 
some of the springtime 
job losses from business 
closures and disruptions 
caused by the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

However, the state’s 
jobless rate was still well 
above the 2.7% rate re-
corded in July 2019, as 

the pandemic continued 
to take a toll on employ-
ment.

The pace of job gains 
also was a bit slower in 
July than in June.

“The July jobs report 
for Virginia was some-
what positive but showed 
a slowdown in the job 
recovery,” said Joseph 
Mengedoth, a regional 
economist for the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of Rich-
mond.

By TyLER HAMMEL

CHARLOTTESVILLE DAILy PROGRESS

Charlottesville officials 
are seeking to dismiss a 
federal complaint from an 
A lbemarle County man 
over Virginia’s red flag law.

Filed last month by Ear-
lysvil le resident Joseph 
Draego, t he compla int 
alleges a swath of consti-
tutional violations caused 
by the law, including in-
fringements of First, Sec-

ond, Sixth, Seventh and 
14th Amendment rights.

The red flag law—which 
went into effect July 1—al-
lows authorities to obtain 
an emergency substantial-
risk order that prevents a 
person from obtaining, 
possessing or transport-
ing a firearm for up to 14 
days.

Si m i la r laws a l ready 
h a v e  w i t h s t o o d  l e g a l 

By CLINT SCHEMMER

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Rarely have educators’ 
nerves been so on edge. 
Opening day of the 2020-
21 school year will be like 
no other, in Culpeper 
County as in many lo-
calities across the land.

Brief interviews with 
s ome Cu lpeper st a f f 
members revea l t hat 
they’re nervous about 
t he ma ny u n k now n s 
of reopening amid the 

novel coronavirus pan-
demic, but are resolved 
to make it work.

Educators said they 
look forward to return-
ing to the classroom, but 
are unsure how every-
thing will fall into place.

“Teachers are stressed. 
It’s a lot to deal with,” 
Culpeper County High 
School Principal Dan-
iel Soderholm sa id in 
a n i nter v iew. “We’ve 
never done this before. It 
won’t be perfect. But that 

doesn’t mean it’s not go-
ing to be great.”

Some teachers are very 
nervous, Soderholm told 
t he Star-Exponent on 
Friday during a quick 
tour of preparations for 
Monday’s f i rst day of 
school. But he expressed 
confidence in his teach-
ers and staff members.

“My staff is 100 per-
cent supportive of the 
mitigation plan. I have 
yet to have anyone come 
to me and say they won’t 

wear a required mask. ... 
If anything, my teachers 
care about safety above 
and beyond what is re-
quired. They’re going 
to be safe. They care for 
their students.”

The principal said any 
fac u lt y member w ho 
doesn’t heed the school 
division’s rules for stem-
ming the spread of air-
borne virus particles will 
be declared insubordi-
nate.

Culpeper students 
get connected for 
remote learning

LINDA CHUBBS FOR STAR-EXPONENT

Chaka, the mother of four 
students at Farmington 
Elementary School, picks up 
laptops Wednesday.

Outdoor job fair draws 100 job seekers

C’ville officials seek to 
dismiss suit filed against 
new ‘red flag’ law

Virginia’s jobless 
rate still at 8% 

See JOBS, Page A5See LAWSuIT, Page A5

See CCPS, Page A5

Fear, enthusiasm on 
restarting Culpeper classes

EMILy JENNINGS/STAR-EXPONENT

On Friday at Culpeper County High School, chemistry and AP environmental science teacher Kim Whitehead holds 
a cork and toothpicks, part of a kit that educators created for students to do experiments at home. under COVID-19 
safety measures, teachers are preparing to instruct classes both in person and over the internet starting Monday.

TEAcHERs bRAcE fOR THE uNkNOWN

See SCHOOLS, Page A4
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Not, perhaps, since the 
early 20th century’s Span-
ish influenza epidemic has 
so much been at stake in 
how U.S. schools will edu-
cate their students while 
fighting a deadly virus.

In some states, people 
have g row n concerned 
after infections were re-
ported right after school 
doors opened.

S oderhol m s a id Fr i-
day that children need to 
have social interactions 
and need to have regular 
meals.

O t h e r  s t u d e nt s  w i l l 
do better and be safer in 
online classes, he said. 
School officials must re-
spect every parent’s deci-
sion, Soderholm said.

“What we’re faced with 
is a herculean task,” he 
said. “Teachers are put-
t ing for t h a n im mense 
effort, and they’re doing 
an incredible job. We’ll see 
how it goes, but I believe 
everyone is doing the best 
they can.”

Culpeper High, which 
h a s  1, 20 0 s t udent s ,  i s 
matching each of them 
with a schedule and teach-
ers for them to graduate,” 
Soderholm sa id. “It ’s a 
complicated task and we 
work together with each 
one to build a plan specific 
to them.”

How each school han-
dles virtual versus in-per-
son classes will differ.

“Here, for many of the 
teachers, I only have one 
teacher who does many 
t hings. I have only one 
teacher who teaches Ger-
man,” the principal said. 
“I have one teacher who 
teaches band ... They will 
have to teach both in per-
son and virtually because 
of what they teach.”

Teachers, students and 
staff all will strive to devel-
op the habit that requires 
them to “Mask up before 
we stand up,” Soderholm 
said.

T hat w i l l be Cu lpep-
er High’s “boots on the 
ground, factory method” 
of following state health 
and Centers for Disease 
Cont rol g u idel i nes, he 
said.

In the school’s cafete-
ria, as in other parts of 
the school, single-person 

tables are 6 feet apart. As 
long as students are sitting 
down, six feet apart, they 
can take their masks off, 
Soderholm said. As soon 
as they stand up and move 
around, their mask goes 
back on.

When it comes to masks, 
Soderholm admitted that 
he is “a mouth-looker.”

“ I t  h e l p s  m e  t o  s e e 
somebody’s mouth when 
they’re talking, for me to 
understand what they’re 
s a y i n g ,”  he  s a id .  “I ’m 
much more that way than 
I thought—and many stu-
dents are that way, too.”

O n c e  a  w e e k ,  t h e 
school’s nurse and nurse’s 
assistant will do tempera-

ture checks on students 
and staff. Soderholm not-
ed that infected people 
can be asymptomatic, so 
temperature checks are 
merely one possible health 
measure.

“What we really need to 
focus on is, ‘Wear a mask, 
avoid close contact, and 
wash your ha nds,’ ” he 
said. “We have hand sani-
tizer in every classroom 
and we will be using that 
as well.”

Unknowns, 
enthusiasm

Cu lpeper H ig h ba nd 
director Nathan Childs 
acknowledged that there 
are many unknow ns as 
classes resume.

“But I feel as prepared as 
I can be. I’m doing my best 
to prepare a well-rounded 
education for a l l of the 
students,” Childs said. “In 
music training, much of it 
was already starting to be 
virtual; we were headed 
in that direction, so that 
helps. ... There are a lot of 
online resources. I’m ex-
cited for the opportunity 
to embrace this in a holis-
tic way.”

Rachel Wolfe, an adviser 
to Culpeper High seniors 
w ho pla n s g r aduat ion 
each year, said she feels 
a bit under water, but is 

ent hused about seeing 
students again.

On Thursday, she took 
part in the school’s Senior 
Day, when seniors paint 
items outside the school 
and claim their personal, 
senior-year parking spac-
es.

“Seeing t hose k ids in 
their masks painting their 
parking spots, painting 
the senior rock, and paint-
ing some nasty trash cans 
was awesome,” Wolfe said. 
“I may be slightly drown-
i ng f rom pla n n i ng for 
three cohorts on a new 
system that seems to keep 
cha ng i ng ,  but for  f ive 
hours I was just there to 
support the seniors—may 
even have a mask tan line. 
But seeing those kids hap-
py makes it worth it.”

Culpeper County High 
School teacher Michael 
McKenna, a board mem-
ber of the Culpeper Coun-
ty Education Association, 
said many teachers fear 
it is inev itable t hat t he 
s chool s’  ch i ld ren a nd 
adults will contract CO-
VID-19.

“We all want to teach, 
but i n t he back of  ou r 
minds is the reality that 
one ha l f  of Cu lpeper’s 
parents do not feel it’s safe 
enough to send their kids 
back to school,” McKenna 
said.

He noted t hat at  t he 
School Board’s last meet-
ing, all of the division’s 
10 principals said their 
schools were ready to go, 
ready to reopen—telling 
the board this on the day 
before teachers returned 
to their buildings.

But not a single teacher 
was asked how they felt, 
he said.

Ot her teacher s,  w ho 
requested anonymity for 
fear of retribution, raised 
issues with how the school 
division has been gearing 
up for reopening and what 
it will ask of teachers when 
classes resume.

“We’re learning a com-
pletely dif ferent way to 
teach,” one instructor said 
of the division’s “blended” 
model, which mixes in-
person classroom instruc-
tion with online learning 
to reduce the number of 
students in the schools, 
and try to prevent trans-
mitting the coronavirus.

Teachers will see a third 
of their students two days 
a week on Mondays and 
Tuesday s,  broken by a 
Wednesday of disinfec-
tion and online teacher-
student conferences, then 
another third of their stu-
dents on Thursdays and 
Fridays—the week’s sec-
ond cohort. The last third 
of t hei r st udents, t hey 
won’t see in person at all, 
only via teleconferencing.

Keep it clean
“There is a lot of uncer-

ta int y,” a n elementa r y 
school teacher said. “We 
have many questions that 
haven’t been answered yet.”

S h e  w o n d e r e d  h o w 
teachers will manage to be 
in the hallways to monitor 
students’ mask use and so-
cial distancing as classes 
rotate, and also spray and 
wipe down desks in their 
classrooms during that 
break.

She fea r s her school 
doesn’t have enough man-
power to sanitize rooms 
as the mitigation plan de-
mands. Supplies for clean-
ing are limited, she said.

T he m it igat ion pla n 
says classrooms will be 
cleaned every two hours. 
Her room has not been 
once in the two weeks that 
teachers have been back in 
the building to prepare for 
students’ return, she said.

She expressed concern 
about how staf f w i l l be 
able to police how many 
people enter her school at 
one time, keeping those 
groups as well as clumps 
of students getting off or 
on school buses socially 
distant.

Lastly, she frets about 
the additional demands 
on ca feter ia sta f f, who 
must cook lunch, prepare 
meals to be delivered to 
young students in their 
cla ssrooms, a nd ma ke 
Grab & Go meals for par-
ents to pick up for home-
bound kids—all in a few 
hours’ time.

Crash course
A high school teacher 

shared his worries about 
w het her st udent s a nd 
teachers w il l be able to 
quickly and successfully 
use a new learning plat-
form, Canvas, for online 
instruction, course work 
and communication.

Cu lpeper’s t wo h ig h 
schools switched to the 
teaching tool two weeks 
ago, and teachers haven’t 
been given enough time 
to become familiar with 
Ca nvas, wh ich is more 
c om p le x  t h a n  G o o g le 
Classroom, the division’s 
previous platform, he said.

“Most of us have not had 

an opportunity to verify 
if this works from the stu-
dents’ side,” he said. “The 
problem is, ever y t hing 
has been thrown into this 
ba sket .  W hen t he k ids 
come in and turn on their 
laptops, what happens if 
this doesn’t work?”

Teachers have had only 
a couple of hours of pro-
fessiona l development 
training to learn Canvas, 
though they can consult 
technolog y sta f f to ask 
questions, he said.

“But the tech staff has 
been learning it, too, just 
as we a re,” t he teacher 
said.

When COVID comes
Another teacher said he 

worries about how Cul-
peper schools will cope 
when students, teachers 
or staff test positive for 
COVID-19.

“The biggest thing we’re 
t h in k ing is, how ma ny 
(COV ID-19) cases? ” he 
said. “That’s not an if, it’s 
a when. Show me a school 
system or a college that 
has reopened and hasn’t 
had cases. We’re thinking 
three weeks. It’s sad, it’s 
horrible, but you can’t tell 
me it’s not going to hit.”

Across t he school di-
v i sion,  ever yone i s  on 
edge, not only about the 
pandemic, but the steep 
learning curve that many 
teachers face to become 
proficient with new tools, 
techniques and demands, 
the educator said.

cschemmer@starexponent.com 
540/825-0773
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Sports medicine teacher Henry Wolfe (left), an athletic 
trainer, prepares online classes Friday with his wife, math 
teacher Rachel Wolfe, at Culpeper County High School.

EMILy JEnnIngS/StaR-EXPOnEnt

Culpeper County High 
School’s cafeteria will seat 
each student at their own 
table, spaced apart to heed 
state and CDC coronavirus 
advice.

EMILy JEnnIngS/StaR-EXPOnEnt

Culpeper County High School’s band room, with seats spaced 
far apart, awaits music students.

COntRIButEd PHOtO

During Senior Day on Thursday, students painted this boulder 
outside Culpeper County High School, giving it a COVID-19 
theme for the 2020-21 school year.

CLInt SCHEMMER/StaR-EXPOnEnt

From left: Human Resources Director Michelle Metzgar, Pearl 
Sample Elementary School Principal Daniel Birch, Sycamore 
Park Elementary School Principal Derek McWilliams, Emerald 
Hill Elementary School Principal Victoria Gelbert and Yowell 
Elementary School Principal Susan Campbell chat during a 
break in the Culpeper County School Board’s Aug. 10 meeting 
at Eastern View High School.

EMILy JEnnIngS/StaR-EXPOnEnt

Culpeper County High band director Nathan Childs, who teaches piano, guitar and music 
theory, talks with a visitor to his classroom, where students’ piano keyboards are spaced out 
to heed COVID-19 health guidelines.

EMILy JEnnIngS/StaR-EXPOnEnt

Culpeper County High School secretary Verna Richards, seated in the school’s front office, 
talks Friday with senior Alison Ellis about painting her parking space as part of a tradition at 
the school. Ellis’ friend, senior Monica Posada, is at center left.

COuRtESy, RaCHEL WOLFE

For Senior Day, Culpeper County High seniors painted parking 
spaces on Thursday they’ll use throughout the school year.
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