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I have a wonderful newspaper
deliverer. Every morning, the
paper is right there in the box.

Hopefully, you have the same kind
of service

I salute all newspaper
carriers this Labor Day
weekend.

For nearly 27 years,
I have written articles
for this newspaper.

Yet I actually got start-
ed in the journalism
field more than three

years before that.
Even earlier, though, at the ten-

der age of 13, I landed my first job:
delivering a weekly “shopper” — a
newspaper full of advertisements
— in my hometown of Virginia
Beach.

Starting off, I carefully rolled
each newspaper with rubber
bands. I put each in a bag. Then
I got all delivered by 2 p.m. every
Saturday, quite dutifully walking
around the neighborhood with a
shoulder bag.

I put each on every porch.
My boss was so greatly impressed

that he increased my route a few
houses and gave me another $2
per week.

Along the way, I got to know
some of the old folks in the neigh-
borhood. They stopped to thank
me — an impressionable young
lad — and said how much they
enjoyed receiving that little news-
paper.

Around age 15, I dropped the
shoulder bag for a bicycle with
baskets. And I rolled down the city
streets, flinging the shopper like a
seasoned pro.

Most papers got on the porch.
But, admittedly, that bicycle was
not as effective as walking door to
door.

Beyond the bicycle, I was also
busy mowing lawns, which gave
me enough money to buy my own
pickup truck at age 16.

With those four wheels, I stepped
up to more jobs — painting hous-
es, washing dishes, bussing tables
and even evicting people.

All the while, I still kept deliver-
ing that little shopper every Satur-
day morning.

Yet I was now shaggy. Fuzzy.
Smoking cigarettes and sneaking
beers. Hanging out with a volup-
tuous girl on the far end of my pa-
per route. Oh, yeah, baby — what-
ever I could get away with. I was a
typical teen.

And how I delivered that news-
paper? Well, at age 17, I put stacks
of rolled papers on the passenger
side of my Chevrolet Luv Truck.
Then I drove down the middle of
every road, tossing newspapers
as best as I could. All the while,
I would try to smoke a cigarette.
Seriously, I should have been tick-
eted for being a fire hazard!

Clearly, it was now time for
somebody else to take this job.
I already had lawns to mow and
dishes to wash.

I don’t really know what hap-
pened in the end. But my slacker
act must have been spotted by
somebody. All I remember is my
father delivering the news. The
boss called. And, after nearly five
years, my delivery days were done.

jtennis@bristolnews.com
276-791-0709 | @BHC_Tennis

This Labor Day weekend, here’s a look back at my
teenage years delivering weekly ‘shopper’ newspaper
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WANT TO SUBMIT A SPECIAL OCCASION?
To submit a special occasion — birthday, anniversary, engagement, wedding or other occasion — appointments must be made by noon Monday
to reserve a place on the Special Occasions page on Sunday. Call Ruby Guffey at 276-669-2181 ext. 3359, or email rguffey@bristolnews.com.
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BY KATHLEEN CHRISTIANSEN
Orlando Sentinel (TNS)

As Halloween creeps
closer, you may find
yourself craving creepy
content, from episodes
themed for the holiday to
scary movies. Networks
are offering special spooky
programming and stream-
ing services have curated
Halloween-themed selec-
tions.

Here are a few viewing
options.

Hulu
It’s back. Hulu’s Hallow-

een hub is ready to enter-
tain guests with shows and
movies in categories from
Eerie Reality to Terrifying
TV, Slashers, Sci-Fi Scares,
Humorous Horror and a
variety of funny, animat-
ed, family-friendly and
dramatic Halloween epi-
sodes. Watch seven sea-

sons of “Buffy the Vampire
Slayer,” “Scream 4,” “Cabin
in the Woods,” the Into
the Dark horror anthol-
ogy produced for Hulu by
Blumhouse Productions
and more. Check it out at
hulu.com/hub/huluween.

Disney Plus’
A spell has been cast on

Disney Plus, and now all of
the Halloween TV shows
and movies have been
compiled into a collection.
The page is divided into
movies and series; shorts
and specials; “The Simp-
sons Treehouse of Horror”
episodes; Disney Chan-
nel Halloween episodes;
Disney Junior Halloween
episodes; and “America’s
Funniest Home Videos”
episodes. Enjoy a range of
family-friendly Halloween
fare, from “Hocus Pocus”
to “The Nightmare Before

Christmas,” “Franken-
weenie,” “The Adventures
of Ichabod and Mr. Toad”
and “Halloweentown.”
Start watching at disney-
plus.com/editorial/hal-
loween.

Freeform
Find family-friendly Hal-

loween viewing with Free-
form. Enjoy movies from
“Ghostbusters” to “Ho-
cus Pocus,” “Beetlejuice,”
“The Addams Family” and
“Scream,” plus “The Simp-
sons: Treehouse of Horror-
thon,” featuring the series’
beloved Halloween epi-
sodes. Check out the full
schedule at freeform.com.

Netflix’s Halloween Fa-
vorites

Netflix’s Halloween
page has returned featur-
ing suggestions of spooky
TV series and movies to
watch. The streaming ser-

vice divides the Halloween
content into categories,
including comedies, Net-
flix originals, scary mov-
ies, suspenseful movies,
horror movies and more.
Subscribers can find seven
seasons of “American Hor-
ror Story,” five seasons of
“iZombie,” “House of 1000
Corpses,” “Poltergeist”
and “Hubie Halloween,”
the newest Netflix collabo-
ration with Adam Sandler.
Start watching at netflix.
com.

Sling TV
Sling TV has curated

kid-friendly, Halloween-
themed programming
from Cartoon Network,
Disney Channel and Food
Network. The content is
available to subscribers
through Nov. 1. For more
information, go to sling.
com.

Syfy

Throughout October,
Syfy presents a series of
Halloween-inspired movie
marathons, including the
zombie-centric What’s
Eating You? marathon
(featuring “Zombieland,”
“Dawn of the Dead” and
more); “A Nightmare on
Elm Street” marathon; the
Mask Up marathon (fea-
turing “The Purge” movies,
“Halloween” and more);
and the Harry Potter Hal-
loween marathon. In ad-
dition, Syfy presents Dark
Arts Sundays in which
viewers can enjoy the
Harry Potter and Fantastic
Beasts films each Sunday
throughout October. See
the full lineup at syfy.com.

Travel Channel
Travel Channel has

packed its schedule with

paranormal programming.
Enjoy new seasons of
“Ghost Nation” and “Desti-
nation Fear;” new specials,
such as “Amityville Horror
House” and “Ghost Adven-
tures: Horror at Joe Exotic
Zoo;” and new episodes
of “Paranormal Caught
on Camera” and “Ghost
Adventures: Screaming
Room.” Learn more at trav-
elchannel.com.

TCM
Turner Classic Movies

presents vintage horror
flicks every Friday in Octo-
ber. The festival is divided
into categories that feature
three to four films. For ex-
ample, Creature Features
on Oct. 23 includes “Crea-
ture from the Black La-
goon,” “The Tingler,” “The
Blob” and “The Thing from
Another World.” Find the
full lineup at tcm.com.

Itried taking it to Da-
mascus and selling it at
the Mother’s Day flea

market at
the town
park.

But you
cannot
give away
a Barbie
Jeep that
doesn’t
have a bat-
tery.

At that
point,

about five years ago, I
didn’t know where the
battery went. All I know
is that it wore down after
years of the Barbie Jeep
sitting in the yard.

Ultimately, without a
battery, the Barbie Jeep

just ended up on the side
of the driveway.

Only, I didn’t want to
throw it away. To me, it
represented those bright
moments of my daugh-
ter’s childhood.

Even though all that was,
like, 13 years ago when the
Barbie Jeep arrived.

Now, at 19, my daughter
is hitting the road in a
Chevy.

Funny thing, teenagers
in their last year of being
teenagers don’t care any-
more about their Barbie
Jeeps.

My 14-year-old son still
likes his little John Deere
tractor; he rolls it down
the driveway like a stunt-
man.

But his Barbie Jeep ride-

along days ended nearly a
decade ago.

For the record, this
wasn’t any old Barbie Jeep.

It was hand-delivered by
Santa Claus in a box. But, I
left it in that box until after
Easter, hoping the Easter
Bunny would hop along
and fix it for me.

No such luck, as I chron-
icled in a column many
years ago.

In the end, I was the one
who had to put the Barbie
Jeep together.

With this vehicle, my
daughter learned to
drive. She roamed all over
the yard with her baby
brother.

And now?
Well, they’re out cruising

Abingdon and Bristol in

that Chevy.
Last month, I finally fig-

ured it was time to wrap
it up.

I squeezed the Barbie
Jeep into the van, along
with the rest of the week’s
trash.

And I hit the road for
Haskell Station, where
I gave a heave-ho push
into a Dumpster at a trash
collection station in Wash-
ington County, Virginia.

I sighed and almost
cried.

That dirty and broken-
down Barbie Jeep would
head to its grave — a sym-
bol no more of a child-
hood that has come and
gone.

jtennis@bristolnews.com
276-791-0709 | @BHC_Tennis

Joe
Tennis

Tennis
Anyone?

Sometimes it’s hard to let go of sentimental items

JOE TENNIS/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

It was difficult to toss out the Barbie Jeep. To me, it represented
those bright moments of my daughter’s childhood.

PHOTOS BY KENDALL WARNER/THE NEWS & ADVANCE

Alpacas on the Farm
Alpacas hang out in their pen at the Smith Mountain Lake
Alpaca Farm recently.

“We just built that when
the governor shut down
everything with to-go
only,” said Brooke Shy, 40,
the co-owner of the res-
taurant with her 53-year-
old husband, Matthew.

Matthew Shy has been
a veteran of working at
several restaurants in the
greater Bristol region,
including Mellow Mush-
room.

Along the way, the Shys
met Lee Oliver, who serves
as a manager at Bristol
Gardens & Grill.

“Every element of our

restaurant has some fresh,
smoked element,” said
Oliver, 41. “We smoke
all of our own meats. We
grow all of our peppers
and herbs.”

The restaurant staff uses
what’s in the greenhouse
to make hot sauce.

And, Oliver said, there’s
some news on the hot
sauce horizon. “We have
all of our recipes approved
with the USDA where
we’re actually going to be
able to license them into
the stores and be able to
sell them here regionally.
That’s our next big proj-
ect.”

jtennis@bristolnews.com
276-791-0709

JOE TENNIS/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

“Every element of our restaurant has some fresh, smoked element,” said Lee Oliver, who serves as a manager at Bristol
Gardens & Grill. “We smoke all of our own meats. We grow all of our peppers and herbs.”

Smoky
From Page D1

Here’s where to watch Halloween TV shows and movies
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Community

On this Thanksgiving weekend,
I’m finding myself thankful for
some of the worst things that

have ever happened to me.
Like the time I got a speeding ticket

in Brunswick County,
Virginia.

I should’ve known
better; I got this ticket
along U.S. Highway 58.

Rats.
I wrote a two-page

article on U.S. Highway
58 for this newspaper’s
Community section in
1996.

I also wrote a book
about Highway 58,

tracing origins from the Atlantic

Ocean to the Cumberland Gap Na-
tional Historical Park.

In 2015, I was working on an updat-
ed version of that book when I got a
speeding ticket in Southside Virginia,
where the speed limit goes from 60 to
55 for seemingly no reason.

So imagine what happens when
you’re cruising along at 67 mph and
suddenly the speed limit drops to 55.

Answer: You get a speeding ticket.
Now, it really gets complicated

when you live about 275 miles from
the court.

But back then, I had an aunt who
lived near Roanoke. So I stayed with
her. Then, I took off for Lawrencev-
ille, Virginia, at 5:30 a.m.

Ultimately, I appeared before the

judge in 2015, and I let him know the
circumstances. I was traveling alone
and didn’t notice that the speed limit
had just dropped.

He seemed to be impressed with
the fact that I was clean-shaven,
wearing a suit jacket and a tie.

But he also wanted to know why I
had traveled from Bristol to Bruns-
wick County over a speeding ticket.

I told him I wanted to keep my
record clean.

After that, he asked my occupation.
“A reporter?” he said incredulously

after I spoke. “That’s great. There
aren’t many reporters anymore.”

Thankfully, that kind judge dis-
missed the ticket as “equipment
failure.” Or something like that.

Whatever, it simply meant that I had
to pay a fine — and nothing else.

So, that was me as “Joseph” in the
morning.

That afternoon, I was “Joe” about
three doors away, conducting a
planned book signing — that coin-
cided with my traffic ticket — at the
Brunswick County Museum.

Turns out, I sold enough books that
afternoon to pay for my ticket fine.

And when was I really going to plan
a book signing at little Lawrencev-
ille for the book I wrote on railroad
trails?

Likely never.
But this turned out to be perhaps a

Joe
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Thankful for all the worst things

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

P HOTOGRAPHER DAVID CRIGGER: While walking in Steele Creek Park, I saw a medium-sized bird sitting on a tree branch. I took a couple
of photos of the bird sitting on the branch before it took off. As I followed the bird through the lens of the camera, it seemed to hover
over the water for a brief instant before diving into the water and almost immediately “flying” out of the water with a small fish in its

beak. I was not sure if I had kept the fast-moving bird in the camera frame, and if I had, if I had been able to keep the focus on the bird. But
amazingly, that’s exactly what had happened. Here are four of the photos from the time the belted kingfisher dove into the water and flew
away with his prey. The photos were shot with a Nikon D5 camera body and a Nikon 500 mm lens. The images were captured at 1/2000 of a
second to stop the flight of the bird and give a sharp image of the flight and splashing water.

ANATOMY OF A PHOTO

Splash and dash

See TENNIS, Page D6
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Bestsellers
HARDCOVER FICTION
1. “The Law of Innocence” by Michael Connelly
(Little, Brown)
2. “A Time for Mercy” by John Grisham
(Doubleday)
3. “The Return” by Nicholas Sparks (Grand
Central Publishing)
4. “The Sentinel” by Child/Child (Delacorte)
5. “Fortune and Glory” by Janet Evanovich
(Atria)
6. “Marauder” by Cussler/Morrison (G.P.
Putnam’s Sons)
7. “Three Women Disappear” by Patterson/
Serafin (Little, Brown)
8. “Moonflower Murders” by Anthony Horowitz
(Harper)
9. “The Book of Two Ways” by Jodi Picoult
(Ballantine)
10. “Anxious People” by Fredrik Backman
(Atria)
11. “The Evening and the Morning” by Ken Fol-
lett (Viking)
12. “The Vanishing Half” by Brit Bennett
(Riverhead)
13. “The Invisible Life of Addie Larue” by V.E.
Schwab (Tor)
14. “The Wonder Boy of Whistle Stop” by Fan-
nie Flagg (Random House)
15. “If It Bleeds” by Stephen King (Scribner)

HARDCOVER NONFICTION
1. “Humans” by Brandon Stanton (St. Martin’s
Press)
2. “Greenlights” by Matthew McConaughey
(Crown)
3. “I Would Leave Me If I Could” by Halsey
(Simon & Schuster)
4. “Modern Comfort Food” by Ina Garten
(Clarkson Potter)
5. “Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black
Man” by Emmanuel Acho (Flatiron/Oprah)
6. “First Principles” by Thomas E. Ricks
(Harper)
7. “Caste” by Isabel Wilkerson (Random House)
8. “Untamed” by Glennon Doyle (Dial Press)
9. “Pappyland” by Wright Thompson (Penguin
Press)
10. “Guinness World Records 2021” (Guinness
World Records)
11. “Killing Crazy Horse” by O’Reilly/Dugard
(Holt)
12. “Magnolia Table, Vol. 2” by Joanna Gaines
(William Morrow)
13. “The Answer Is...” by Alex Trebek (Simon &
Schuster)
14. “The Unofficial Disney Parks Cookbook” by
Ashley Craft (Adams)
15. “The Best of Me” by David Sedaris (Little,
Brown)

MASS MARKET PAPERBACKS
1. “Long Tall Texans: Brannon/John ” by Diana
Palmer (Harlequin)
2. “Leopard’s Rage” by Christine Feehan
(Berkley)
3. “Wyoming True” by Diana Palmer (HQN)
4. “Spy” by Danielle Steel (Dell)
5. “The Night Fire” by Michael Connelly (Grand
Central Publishing)
6. “When You See Me” by Lisa Gardner (Dut-
ton)
7. “A Christmas Message” by Debbie Macomb-
er (Mira)
8. “The Museum of Desire” by Jonathan Keller-
man (Ballantine)
9. “Delayed Justice” by Shirlee McCoy (Love
Inspired Suspense)
10. “Spirit of the Season” by Fern Michaels
(Zebra)
11. “The River Murders” by Patterson/Born
(Grand Central Publishing)
12. “A MacCallister Christmas” by William W.
Johnstone (Pinnacle)
13. “The Devil’s Boneyard” by William W. John-
stone (Pinncacle)
14. “A MacGregor Christmas” by Nora Roberts
(Silhouette)
15. “The Christmas Backup Plan” by Lori Wilde
(Avon)

TRADE PAPERBACKS
1. “The Truths We Hold” by Kamala Harris
(Penguin Books)
2. “What Kind of Woman” by Kate Baer (Harper
Perennial)
3. “Sam the Cooking Guy” by Sam Zien (Coun-
tryman)
4. “The 19th Christmas” by Patterson/Paetro
(Grand Central Publishing)
5. “Texas Outlaw” by Patterson/Bourelle
(Grand Central Publishing)
6. “The Step-by-Step Instant Pot Cookbook”
by Jeffrey Eisner (Voracious)
7. “Walk the Wire” by David Baldacci (Grand
Central Publishing)
8. “The Boy from the Woods” by Harlan Coben
(Grand Central Publishing)
9. “Burnout” by Nagoski/Nagoski (Ballantine)
10. “Comfort & Joy” by Kristin Hannah (Bal-
lantine)
11. “The Witch Hunter” by Max Seeck (Berkley)
12. “Burn After Writing” (pink) by Sharon Jones
(TarcherPerigee)
13. “God’s Chaos Code” by Lance Wallnau
(Killer Sheep)
14. “The Institute” by Stephen King (Gallery)
15. “Circe” by Madeline Miller (Back Bay)
15. “The Forgotten Daughter” by Joanna Good-
man (Harper)

old. The idea for the video
came from director Samuel
Baker, who placed the song’s
themes of loss and broken
dreams in a war setting.

Q: Who sings the “Booty
Man” song? And how many
times does he say the word
“booty” in the song? I heard
it on the radio and thought it
was funny.

A: The answer is Georgia-

born comedian Tim Wilson,
and the song appears on
his 2003 album, “Super Bad
Sounds of the ’70s,” his co-
medic parody of the classic
soul program, “Soul Train.”
As alter ego “Corny Done-
lius” (a play on “Soul Train”
announcer Don Cornelius’
name), Wilson sings the word
“booty” over and over again,
while simply changing the
descriptive adjective preced-
ing it. We counted over 130
instances of the word. Wilson
began adding music to his

standup routines in the early
’90s. His hit songs include
“Garth Brooks Ruined My
Life” and “The Redneck
Twelve Days of Christmas.”

Q: Who are the background
singers on the song, “Weath-
er with You” by Jimmy Buffett

A: The vocalists on “Weath-
er with You,” a cover of a
Crowded House song from
1991, are members of the
British band Gomez. Fea-
turing a trio of lead singers
(Ben Ottewell, Tom Gray and
Ian Ball), the band won the

Mercury Music Prize in 1998
for their debut album, “Bring
It On.” Buffett attended one
the band’s concerts, and after
discovering that they also
liked “Weather with You,” he
invited them to sing on the
track.

What’s the name of that song? Where are
they now? What does that lyric mean?

Send your questions about songs,
albums and the musicians who make
them to MusicOnTheRecord@gmail.

com. Bradford Brady and John Maron are
freelance music writers based in Raleigh,

North Carolina.

Record
From Page D5

Information
As a community service, the Bristol Herald Courier will run a Pet Assistance listing
the last Sunday of each month in Community. Each listing should be updated and
the information should be sent to features@bristolnews.com with “Pet Assistance”
in the subject line. Deadline is on or before the third Monday of the month at noon.
Each group should email features@bristolnews.com to have at least two adoptable
animals pictured with the monthly listing. Each month pictures of different
animals should be emailed bythe deadline. The listing will also be available
on HeraldCourier.com. For questions, call Dorothy Hurt (276-645-2541) or email
dhurt@bristolnews.com or citydesk@bristolnews.com.

Hello!
My name is Claudia, I am 3 years old, and I have been at the
Animal Shelter of Sullivan County for 109 days. I have watched
so many cats come and go and wonder why I can’t leave with
them. I was picked to be an office lady in the front room.
They say I am the best because I just lay around and keep
them company. I enjoy being loved on — booty scratches are
my favorite. (I like my lovin’s on my terms, so don’t be upset
when I decide I have had enough. We will love again later.)
My co-workers say I am awesome at my job because I keep
everything where it is supposed to be. Maybe I can come work
in your home office? I would love to work with you, then watch
TV later that night from your couch. I can’t wait to meet you.
Please call my office friends and make an appointment to
come meet me.

— Claudia

ADOPTABLE PETS

Scooter, male, kitten with mittens

Sapphire, female, youngRosado, male, kittenRue, female, young, large

Effie, female, kittenBronco, male, kittenAzul, male, kitten

Animal Shelter of Sullivan County

blessing in disguise.
So maybe the bad

things that happen to
you in life may not re-
ally be bad things.

Consider them oppor-
tunities.

A priest once told me
that several of the chal-
lenges that we face in
life are tests from God.

We survive these chal-
lenges and learn the
lessons that we were
supposed to learn so

that we can learn to be
better people and love
each other more.

Obviously, it hurts
when your world gets
shaken up. You get lost
in the mix, like you’re
inside a snow globe
that’s been shaken.

Sometimes the devil
gets in your life and
tries to cause waves.

Believe me, that’s
when I pray.

And, when the storm
is over, I am so thank-
ful.

jtennis@bristolnews.com
276-791-0709
@BHC_Tennis
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WISE, Va. — The joy of the

Christmas season returns with a
production from Barter Theatre,
streaming free from Dec. 7 – Dec.
20 via the Pro-Art Association at
UVa-Wise.

Adapted by Catherine Bush
from the classic by Charles Dick-
ens, an On Demand production
of “A Christmas Carol” allows pa-
trons to stream the full show from
the comfort of home. All Barter
Players performances include
access to special bonus features
and educator resources to take
the experience even further.

Barter On Demand offers

Wise, Lee and Dickenson Coun-
ty residents — along with those
of the wider region — the op-
portunity to stream this brand-
new adaption of “A Christmas
Carol” for free in partnership
with Pro-Art. This performance
is supported in part by a grant
from the Virginia Commission
for the Arts and the National
Endowment for the Arts.

Get a free streaming code and
link to watch by emailing pro-
art@uvawise.edu or by calling
276-376-4520. Barter On De-
mand content can be streamed
on any device that has a web
browser.

Pro-Art offers free Barter ‘Christmas Carol’ stream


