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Recycling Right is as important as it is easy. Contamination such as trash, 
string, cups, deli trays, etc. threaten the entire program by driving up 

costs. Please follow signage at the site, ask an attendant for brochures, or 
refer to our website for details.

Remember these simple tips:
LOOSE: materials only into the drop-off can; 

NO BAGS!
CLEAN: Make sure containers are empty; rinse.
NO LIDS: Remove and discard all lids from 

plastic bottles and jugs.

KNOW BEFORE YOUR THROW!

Recycle clean, retail shopping bags at your favorite store. 
Need a recycling bin or reusable tote? Just let us know.

 (540) 665-5643, ext. 1 or www.fcrecycles.net
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Hedgebrook Farm owner Kitty Hockman-Nicholas gets a kiss from 6-month-old Dutchess the jersey cow on Thursday.

By BRIAN BREHM
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — With low com-
modity prices taking a chunk out of 
family farming profits, many local 
growers are turning to agritourism 
to remain viable.

Kitty Hockman-Nicholas was 
among the first farmers in the 
Northern Shenandoah Valley to 
add tourist attractions to her fam-
ily-owned operation. Since 2000, 
the 65-acre Hedgebrook Farm at 
688 Shady Elm Road in Frederick 
County has invited guests to min-
gle with its cows, chickens, geese, 
turkeys, pigs, peacocks, llamas and 
more. There’s even a small, rus-
tic house, The Herds Inn, where 
guests can stay overnight to fully 
immerse themselves into the agri-
cultural experience.

“We’re a five-star Superhost,” 
Hockman-Nicholas said this week 
about the inn’s rating from the 
Airbnb travel service. “We’re al-
ways there for our guests, no mat-
ter what.”

Since the prices paid to farmers 
for meat, produce and other agri-
cultural products have remained 
stagnant for years, Hockman-Nich-
olas said it would be difficult, if not 
impossible, to earn a living solely 
from traditional agricultural oper-
ations on a small farm like hers.

Diversifying into agritourism al-
lowed Hedgebrook Farm to gen-
erate more revenue while educat-
ing visitors about how their food is 
produced. The business model has 
worked so well that Hedgebrook 
and Hockman-Nicholas were pro-

filed last year in an issue of Coun-
try Woman, a nationally distributed 
magazine.

One of the newest agritourism 
operations in the Winchester area 
is West Oaks Farm Market, which 
combines a retail business, restau-
rant, event center, pick-your-own 
crops and more on a 200-acre prop-
erty at 4305 Middle Road in Fred-
erick County.

Operated by the Snapp family, 
which has been farming locally 
for 250 years, the market operates 
year-round and attracts guests who 
sometimes drive hours for the ex-
perience of harvesting their own 
apples and strawberries.

“As agritourism was coming up 
in the Valley, we saw the opportu-
nity to grow,” West End Farm Mar-
ket Manager Levi Snapp said this 

week. “We sought out this location, 
and all the ideas just started flow-
ing together.”

The family’s goal, Snapp said, 
was to diversify their farming oper-
ation as much as possible so they 
could continue earning an income 
doing what they love.

“In today’s world, there are so 
many opportunities, it’s to your 
benefit to take advantage of them,” 

he said.
Since first opening in May 2018, 

West Oaks Farm Market has be-
come an increasingly popular tour-
ist destination. It hosts weddings
and corporate events, sells its own 
meat and produce, and has a large 
playground that keeps children 
entertained while their parents 
browse the market or sip an adult
beverage.

One of the most popular attrac-
tions at West Oaks, Snapp said, is 
the pick-your-own fields for guests,
many of whom have never been
on a farm. As winter nears its end,
workers are currently refreshing 
the farm’s strawberry plants, and
a 14-acre grove of new apple trees 
should be ready for its first harvest 
later this year.

“There are so many people in
the world who have no idea what 
that’s like,” Snapp said about West 
Oaks guests who are eager to buy
their food straight from the source.

While it’s still too cold for pick-
your-own crops, Snapp said, “The 
restaurant and event venue keep us
going this time of the year.”

Justin Kerns, executive direc-
tor of the Winchester-Frederick
County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, said his office is working
to draw more visitors to the agri-
tourism destinations in the North-
ern Shenandoah Valley.

“We feel like we could be doing 
more to tie it together and integrate
it into our marketing,” Kerns said.
“We also want to act as a catalyst
to encourage new [agritourism]

Agritourism: Vital revenue for family farms

Levi Snapp is the manager of West Oak Farm Market on Middle Road in Frederick County.

See Agritourism, Page A10
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Azad’s Oriental
Rug Emporium

FREE
Pickup & Delivery 
in Frederick Co. & 

Surrounding Areas for:

• Rug cleaning
• Repair
• Wash
• Sale

• Appraisal

36 N. Jonathan St., Hagerstown, MD 21740
301-745-4949 (c) 240-329-7715

German St., Shepherdstown, WV 25443
304-876-3700

azadsorientalrugs.com     rugemporium@verizon.net

products and ideas ... to do 
as much as we can to say, 
‘Here are some cool things 
you can do, and here are 
some resources.’”

He added that it’s to the 
region’s benefit to preserve 
as much farmland as possible 
in order to maintain the rural 
character of Winchester and 
Frederick County. Without 
agritourism, struggling fam-
ily farmers will eventually be 
economically pressured to 
sell their acreage for new 
housing and commercial 
developments.

“Once farmland is gone, 
it’s gone,” Kerns said.

On Feb. 28, the Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau 
held its first public informa-
tion session for people inter-
ested in agritourism.

“We had more than 40 
people show up to it, and 
we’re excited to continue 
working with everyone in 
the future,” Kerns said.

While agritourism has 
thrown a vital lifeline to lo-
cal farmers, Hockman-Nich-
olas said she and other hosts 
can’t rest on their laurels.

“We continue to add at-
tractions,” she said. “I always 
have to be doing something, 
and doing something differ-
ent.”

— Contact Brian Brehm at 
bbrehm@winchesterstar.com

Agritourism
From Page A9

JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR

A free range peacock walks a farm driveway at Hedgebrook Farm on Shady Elm Road in Frederick County.

BRIAN BREHM/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Justin Kerns, executive director of the Winchester-Frederick County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, checks out some of the locally produced adult beverages that are sold in the bu-
reau’s Visitors Center at 1400 S. Pleasant Valley Road in Winchester.

JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR

West Oaks Farm Market employee Kelly Wilkins looks at a young apple tree on the farm’s  
14-acre plot Thursday where 11 varieties of pick-your-own apples are growing.

JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Chardonuax the llama, and her daughter, Crystal, who was born last month, reside at Hedgebrook Farm on Shady Elm Road in 
Frederick County.

JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Hedgebrook Farm owner Kitty Hockman-Nicholas stands on 
the front porch of Herds Inn on the farm Thursday.

Pick-your-own straw-
berry fields are uncov-

ered after spending the 
winter under a layer 

of protective plastic at 
West Oaks Farm Market 

in Frederick County.

JEFF TAYLOR/ 
THE WINCHESTER STAR
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ATTORNEY AT LAW

2400 Valley Avenue, Suite 16, Winchester, VA
540.450.3223

www.suzanherskowitz.com | suzan@suzanherskowitz.com
Licensed in VA • WV • FL • TX

Call for consultation: 540.450.3223
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available

•  ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS 
• TRUSTS • DEEDS • ELDER LAW

• BUSINESS PLANNING
• REGISTERED AGENT 

• MEDICAL DIRECTIVES 
• POWERS OF ATTORNEY

Author of “Wills, Trusts, and Estate 
Administration” now in it’s 5th edition

A WILL... DON’T LEAVE 
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By BRIAN BREHM
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — The Win-
chester area is far removed 
from the days of being the 
self-proclaimed “Apple Cap-
ital of the World,” with com-
petition from fruit growers 
as far away as China seri-
ously reducing the acreage 
of local apple orchards.

As it becomes more chal-
lenging for regional grow-
ers and processors to make 
a profit, the growing popular-
ity of hard cider has opened 
up a new, potentially lucra-
tive market for the Northern 
Shenandoah Valley’s apple 
industry.

Two local operations that 
have already tapped into 
hard cider’s opportunities 
are Winchester Ciderworks 
at 2504 N. Frederick Pike 
and Glaize and Brother Juice 
Co. at 601 Pennsylvania Ave.

Glaize and Brother Juice 
Co. is owned and staf fed 

by David Glaize and Philip 
Glaize III. It opened 11 
months ago on the corpo-
rate campus of Glaize Ap-
ples, a production and dis-
tribution business founded 
in 1937 and currently run by 
the Glaize brothers’ father, 
Philip Glaize Jr.

Winchester Ciderworks 
is an offshoot of The Home-

stead Farm at Fruit Hill Or-
chard, which dates back to 
the mid-1800s. The orchard’s 
current operator, Diane Ke-
arns, added a cider-making 
component to the family’s ag-
ricultural and distribution op-
erations in 2012, and opened 
a tasting room to showcase 
its own line of ciders in 2018.

Kearns said apple pro-

cessing became the best 
way for local growers to 
make money once technol-
ogy reached the point where 
fresh fruit could be shipped 
to Winchester from around 
the world. For example, 
White House Foods at 701 
Fairmont Ave. found success 
by turning local apples into 
products like applesauce, 
vinegar and apple juice.

China gradually started 
squeezing the processing 
market by exporting low-
cost apple juice concentrate. 
Current estimates indicate 
that 60% of the world’s supply 
of concentrate comes from 
China.

“The American consumer 
pretty much buys on price, 
not necessarily on quality,” 
Kearns said. “We’ve been 
getting the same prices for 
our apples as we got 15, 20 
years ago.”

For tunately for local 
growers and processors, 
hard cider has skyrocketed 

in popularity over the past 
decade. Almost every store 
that sells beer now also car-
ries popular cider brands like 
Angry Orchard, Redd’s Ap-
ple Ale and Bold Rock.

The United States was 
late to the cider game. The 

alcoholic beverage has long 
been popular in Europe, and
cider makers on the other
side of the Atlantic have had 
decades to hone their craft.

In 2011, Kearns met Ste-

Hard cider presents new 
opportunities for local apple industry

Pallets of Red Delicious apples await shipment at Glaize Ap-
ples on Pennsylvania Avenue in Winchester.

PHOTOS BY JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Philip Glaize Jr. with his sons David Glaize (left), and Philip Glaize III, inside the Brother Juice Company, which specializes in blending apple juice for the hard cider market, on Pennsylvania Av-
enue in Winchester. 

See Cider, Page A9
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your bathroom with a KOHLER®

LuxStone™ shower experience.
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to expert installation—experience the
quality and service you expect from
call to install. Install your new luxury
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phen Schuurman, a native 
of Britain who told her how 
much he missed English 
cider. Kearns realized that 
hard cider could be equally 
as popular in the U.S., so she 
and Schuurman partnered 
to create Winchester Cider-
works.

Schuurman is a profes-
sional cider maker with his 
own unique recipes for an 
array of hard ciders, includ-
ing award-winning variants 
like Malice, VA-Ginga and 
522 that can be purchased 
from retailers in Virginia, 
West Virginia, Maryland and 
Washington, D.C.

Glaize Apples President 
Philip Glaize Jr. said hard ci-
der varies in quality based 
on the apple varieties used 
in production. The better 
ciders cost more to make, 
but many consumers are 
reluctant to spend the extra 
money on top-tier brands, 
and many cider makers are 
hesitant to produce a prod-
uct that may not sell.

Kearns and Schuurman’s 

tasting room on North Fred-
erick Pike addresses that is-
sue by allowing customers 
to sample several varieties 
of cider, making it more 
convenient and cost-effec-
tive for people to taste the 
differences between ciders 
of varying prices.

Glaize and Brother Juice 
Co. doesn’t make its own ci-
der, but instead sells custom 
juice blends to cider makers.

The Glaizes said buyers 
always want to make the 
best beverages possible, but 
sometimes balk at the cost of 
premier juice blends.

“The lower the price of 
the juice, the further away 
the juice is from the quality 
the cider maker wants,” Da-
vid Glaize said. “Eighty per-
cent of cider now is made 
from that lower-dollar juice.”

As it stands today, Kearns 
and the Glaizes say there 
isn’t enough money in the 
hard cider industry for them 
to make it their sole focus, so 
they’ll continue to sell their 
fresh, homegrown apples to 
processors and retail outlets.

The business could be-
come much more lucrative, 
though, if more consumers 
would be willing to invest 
in a quality cider, just as 
they would with a fine wine. 
Tasting rooms like the one 
operated by Winchester 
Cider works make it pos-
sible for people to sample 
more expensive ciders, and 
if enough of them choose 
to spend extra for a better 
product, the hard cider in-
dustry could be the boon 
that local growers and pro-
cessors have been waiting 
for.

“Given the fact that we 
haven’t been making money 
in the processing world for 
10 years,” Kearns said, “it 
could be that I can make as 
much from 100 acres of ci-
der apples as I could from 
2,000 acres for processing.”

For more information, 
visit winchesterciderworks.com 
and glaizeapples.com.

— Contact Brian Brehm at 
bbrehm@winchesterstar.com

Cider
From Page A8

BRIAN BREHM/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Diane Kearns, owner of Winchester Ciderworks at 2504 N. Frederick Pike, is seen this week in 
her office at The Homestead Farm at Fruit Hill Orchard in Frederick County. Winchester Cider-
works creates and produces a line of ciders that can be purchased at stores in Virginia, West 
Virginia, Maryland and Washington, D.C.
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By ALEX VEIGA  
and STAN CHOE
AP Business Writers

Wall Street closed out the 
market’s best week in eight 
months Friday with a broad 
slide as technology and health 
care stocks gave back some of 
their recent gains.

The pullback, which fol-
lowed a sell-off in markets 
around the world, snapped a 
four-day winning streak for 
the major U.S. stock indexes. 
Even so, the benchmark 
S&P 500 notched its biggest 
weekly gain since June.

Stocks rallied strongly for 
most of the week, erasing all 
their earlier losses from wor-
ries about the severity of the 
economic fallout from a new 
virus from China that’s rapidly 
spreading. Stronger-than-ex-
pected reports on corporate 
profits and the U.S. economy 
helped assuage the fears, as 
did increasing hope that cen-
tral banks and governments 
around the world can support 
markets with rate cuts and 
stimulus.

But with health experts 
still unsure about how far the 
virus will spread, how deadly 
it may be and how much dam-
age it will ultimately cause the 
global economy, many inves-
tors opted to sell Friday to lock 
in some of their recent gains 
in case there are potential neg-
ative headlines about the out-
break over the weekend.

“The market is trying to di-
gest all of this going into the 
weekend after a pretty vola-

tile past couple of weeks,” said 
Ben Phillips, chief investment 
officer at Eventshares. “This 
is just a little profit-taking 
because there are still these 
risks out there and it’s unclear 
if this coronavirus really does 
drive a broader global market 
slowdown.”

The S&P 500 fell 18.07 
points, or 0.5%, to 3,327.71. 
That trims its gain for the 
week to 3.2%, which is still its 
best performance since June. 
The Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage dropped 277.26 points, 
or 0.9%, to 29,102.51. The Nas-
daq slid 51.64 points, or 0.5%, 
to 9,520.51.

Smaller company stocks 
bore the brunt of the sell-
ing. The Russell 2000 index 
lost 20.68 points, or 1.2%, to 
1,656.78. Stocks markets in 
Europe and Asia also closed 
lower.

Uncertainty over the out-
break overshadowed the lat-
est encouraging data point on 
the U.S. economy. A govern-
ment report Friday showed 
that many more jobs were 
created in January than econ-
omists expected. Employers 
added 225,000 last month, 
comfortably above forecasts 
for 161,500 and December’s 
pace of 147,000.

Economic reports from 
outside the United States, 
meanwhile, were more dis-
couraging and helped lead 
markets lower before trading 
opened in New York.

In a sign of the market’s 
caution, Treasury yields fell 
as prices for ultra-safe U.S. 

government bonds rose. The
yield on the 10-year Treasury
dropped to 1.58% from 1.64%
late Thursday.

The encouraging U.S. jobs 
report notwithstanding, the
big wild card for the econ-
omy is how much damage the
outbreak of a virus spreading
from China will do.

The virus has infected 
more than 31,400 people 
around the world, and killed
more than 630, nearly all
of them in China. The di-
rector-general of the World
Health Organization said Fri-
day that a drop in the num-
ber of new virus cases for two 
days is “good news” but also
cautioned against reading too
much into that.

Chinese factories and of-
fices are starting to reopen
following an extended Lunar
New Year holiday, but com-
panies are forecasting big
revenue declines due to the 
closure of stores, amusement
parks, cinemas and other 
businesses.

Japan’s Fast Retailing an-
nounced it has closed 350 
stores, or about half of its 750
outlets in China to comply 
with quarantine regulations,
while Toyota Motor said it 
was extending production 
stoppages at its China facto-
ries by an extra week, to Feb. 
16. Nissan Motor said Janu-
ary sales of the company and
its local partners fell nearly
12% in January from a year
earlier due to the virus out-
break and the prolonged hol-
idays.

S&P 500 slips for first time  
this week as momentum stalls
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COVID-19 Count
Number of reported COVID-19 cases and 

deaths as of May 21, 2020
Virginia: 34,137 cases,  

4,093 hospitalizations, 1,099 deaths, 
241,957 tested

Lord Fairfax Health District: 1,005 cases,  
93 hospitalizations, 37 deaths, 2,675 tested

Locality Cases/hospitalizations
Winchester (one death) 110/7
Frederick County (three deaths) 245/20
Clarke County 19/2
Shenandoah County (12 deaths) 355/34
Page County (19 deaths) 166/19
Warren County (two deaths) 110/11

Number of outbreaks in Lord Fairfax Health District: 
15 (314 total outbreaks in Virginia). Three outbreaks in 
health care settings, seven outbreaks in long-term care 
facilities and five outbreaks in congregate settings.

SOURCE: VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
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Perez’s paw patrol
Guadalupe Perez has her hands full as she takes her four dogs on a walk at Handley High School Thursday. From left are Kiko, Kachito, 
Blanko and Chikis. Perez said she walks her dogs twice a day.

COMMUNITY

By BRIAN BREHM
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — The COVID-19 pan-
demic devastated tourism-related reve-
nues last month in Winchester and Fred-
erick County.

The impact was amplified in early
May with the cancellation of the 93rd
Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival.

“It’s been felt across the board,” Jus-
tin Kerns, executive director of the Win-
chester-Frederick County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, said on Thursday.

Each year, visitors to the city and 
county spend approximately a quar-
ter of a billion dollars at hotels, restau-
rants, museums, shops and attractions, 
Kerns said. That equates to an average 
of $700,000 in tourism-related spending 
per day.

In March, the early stages of the
pandemic caused a 36% drop in tourism 
spending, Kerns said. In April, that loss
plummeted to 70% below average —
equal to about half a million dollars in 
uncollected revenues per day.

“The sales taxes and meals taxes took 
a bigger hit than the lodging revenues,” 
Kerns said. “And there’s peripheral

COVID-19 
costing 

hospitality 
businesses 
millions

See Hospitality, Page A2

By SARAH RANKIN
Associated Press

RICHMOND — More than two 
months after the coronavirus pan-
demic started forcing Virginia 
businesses to slash their work-
forces, the state’s unemployment 
system still can’t keep up with the 
unprecedented deluge of calls and 
emails from laid-off workers who 

need help.
Virginians across the state con-

tinue to report that it’s nearly im-
possible to reach anyone with the 
Virginia Employment Commission 
by phone and have instead turned 
to social media, legal aid centers 
or their elected officials for help 
troubleshooting the complicated 
process.

The Virginia Employment 

Commission’s five-person cus-
tomer service team is getting as 
many as 20,000 emails a day, said 
spokeswoman Joyce Fogg, who 
acknowledged problems with the 
phone line and whose own phone 
rings off the hook all day long.

“Everybody’s getting all kinds 
of requests right now,” she said. 
“I just hope it’s going to level out.”

VIRGINIA

Issues persist with commonwealth’s 
antiquated unemployment system

See Virginia, Page A9

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER  
and DANICA KIRKA

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The number of 
Americans applying for unemploy-
ment benefits in the two months 
since the coronavirus took hold in 
the U.S. has swelled to nearly 39 
million, the government reported 
Thursday, even as states from coast 
to coast gradually reopen their 
economies and let people go back 
to work.

More than 2.4 million people filed 
for unemployment last week in the 
latest wave of layoffs from the busi-
ness shutdowns that have brought 
the economy to its knees, the Labor
Department said. 

That brings the running total to a 
staggering 38.6 million, a job-market
collapse unprecedented in its speed.

The number of weekly applica-
tions has slowed for seven straight
weeks. Yet the figures remain
breathtakingly high — 10 times

Nearly 39M have lost jobs 
in U.S. since virus took hold

See Unemployment, Page A2

By EVAN GOODENOW
The Winchester Star

KERNSTOWN — A woman is be-
lieved to have fatally shot her hus-
band before turning the gun on 
herself in a vehicle outside Bo’s 
Xpress on Wednesday night.

Deputies were called to the con-
venience store at 3612 Valley Pike 
(U.S. 11) about 10:30 p.m. by a Bo’s 
clerk, according to Lt. Warren W. 
Gosnell, Frederick County Sher-
iff’s Office spokesman. The clerk 
told police that the woman, who 
Gosnell identified as 51-year-old 

Sheila Pelly of Strasburg, entered 
the store wearing bloody clothing 
and carrying a pistol. Pelly report-
edly told the clerk that she had just 
killed her husband, who authori-
ties identified as 54-year-old Rich-
ard Pelly of Strasburg, and planned 
to take her own life.

The clerk said Pelly then left the 
store and got into the passenger 
side of a Jeep. Gosnell said Rich-
ard Pelly was found dead behind 
the wheel.

According to Gosnell, deputies 
never heard any shots, so it’s be-
lieved Sheila Pelly killed herself 

before they arrived. SWAT team
members found the Pellys in the
vehicle after calling out to them
but getting no response. A Ford 
SUV found parked next to the Jeep
was registered to the Pellys, and

2 dead in apparent Kernstown murder-suicide

See Dead, Page A9
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DEATH NOTICES

JACK H. CUM-
MINGS, 75, of 
Inwood, West 

Virginia, died May 20, 
2020, at Berkeley Medi-
cal Center.

He is survived by his 
wife, Una Cummings.

Arrangements 
are by Omps Funeral 
Home, Amherst Chapel, 
Winchester.

ELEANOR J. MILLIKEN, 
83, of Augusta, West 
Virginia, died May 20, 
2020, at her home.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Dona Milliken.

Arrangements are 
by McKee Funeral 
Home, Augusta.

ROBERT A. SAKAL, 85, of 
White Post, died May 
19, 2020, at his home.

He is survived by his 
wife, Virginia A. Sakal.

Arrangements 
are by Omps Funeral 
Home, Amherst Chapel, 
Winchester.

LOTTERIES

WEDNESDAY
VIRGINIA

Night Drawing:
Pick 3 ......................2 - 2 - 5
Pick 4 ................... 3 -5 -7 -9
Cash 5 ...... 4-11-22-25-32
Cash4Life . 11-29-40-53-57
.......................Cash Ball: 1
Bank a Million .1-3-26-35-36-40
...................Bonus Ball: 27
Powerball . 18-34-40-42-50
................ Powerball: 9 (2x)

WEST VIRGINIA

Night Drawing:
Lotto America .10-13-22-35-41
..................Star Ball: 6 (2x)

THURSDAY

VIRGINIA

Day Drawing:
Pick 3 ......................7 - 1 - 6
Pick 4 ................... 4 -2 -5 -7
Cash 5 .... 13-16-18-28-31

WEST VIRGINIA
Daily 3.....................3 - 2 - 9
Daily 4.................. 8 -6 -3 -9
Cash 25 ....1-3-9-12-15-23

For Thursday night drawings, 
see Saturday’s Star

ENDERS &
SHIRLEY

Love & Peace

View Obituaries & Sign  
Guest Books Online

endersandshirley.com

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY
Reginald K. Shirley, President

1050 W. Main St., Berryville, VA
540-955-1062

5095 N. Main St., Stephens City, VA
540-869-1563

Enders & Shirley  
of Stephens City

Ms. Sara
Catherine Stotler

Visitation
1 - 2 P.M. Friday

Green Hill Cemetery
Berryville, Virginia

Graveside Rites
2 P.M. Friday

Green Hill Cemetery
Berryville, Virginia

Funeral Services for:

CHARLES “STAN” 
CARBERY
Burial –
 Greenlawn Cemetery
 Warners, New York

ALMA G. SENSENEY
Funeral Service –
 Friday - 1 p.m.
 Jones Funeral Home
Burial –
 Shenandoah Memorial 
 Park

SUE ELLEN
CHILCOTT
Visitation –
 Saturday - 12-1 p.m.
Memorial Service –
 Saturday - 1 p.m.
 Jones Funeral Home

DAKOTA COFFMAN
 Arrangements
 Incomplete

GEORGIA CULLERS
 Arrangements
 Incomplete

Social distancing and 
crowd management will 
be maintained

Online condolences at
www.jonesfuneralhomes.com

  
  

 

Amherst Chapel
1600 Amherst Street

Winchester, Virginia 22601

662-6633

South Chapel
1260 Front Royal Pike

Winchester, Virginia 22602

722-2400
Larry T. Omps, President

David A. Zimmerman, General Manager

ompsfuneralhome.com

RANDY BOWMAN
 All services are private

SHIRLEY
HAUPTMAN 
GAUNT
Graveside Service:
 Private

ELWOOD R.
RUBLE
Visitation:
 Friday, 10 - 11 a.m.
 Amherst Chapel
Service:
 Friday, 11 a.m.
 Amherst Chapel
Interment:
 Private
 COVID-19 guidelines will be 
 followed by limiting the 
 number of people in any 
 given room at one time and 
 maintain social distancing of 
 at least six feet

FILOMENA
CANDELARIO 
“FILO” JOSE
Visitation:
 Friday, 6 - 9 p.m.
 Amherst Chapel
 COVID-19 guidelines will be 
 followed by limiting the 
 number of people in any 
 given room at one time and 
 maintain social distancing of 
 at least six feet
Interment:
 Saturday, 12 p.m.
 Shenandoah Memorial Park

JACK H.
CUMMINGS
Committal Service:
 Tuesday, 1 p.m.
 Shenandoah Memorial Park

ROBERT ARTHUR 
“BOB” SAKAL
 Due to the COVID-19
 Pandemic a Celebration 
 of Life will be planned for a 
 later date at New Life
 Christian Church
Interment:
 Private
 Shenandoah Memorial Park

higher than normal before the 
crisis struck.

It shows that even though 
all states have begun reopen-
ing over the past three weeks, 
employment has yet to snap 

back and the outbreak is still 
damaging businesses and de-
stroying jobs.

“While the steady decline 
in claims is good news, the 
labor market is still in terri-
ble shape,” said Gus Faucher, 
chief economist at PNC Finan-
cial.

Federal Reserve Chair-
man Jerome Powell said over 
the weekend that U.S. unem-
ployment could peak in May 
or June at 20% to 25%, a level 
last seen during the depths of 
the Great Depression almost 
90 years ago. Unemployment 
in April stood at 14.7%, a fig-
ure also unmatched since the 
1930s.

Over 5 million people 
worldwide have been con-
firmed infected by the vi-
rus, and more than 330,000 
deaths have been recorded, 
including over 94,000 in the 
U.S. and around 165,000 in 
Europe, according to a tally 
kept by Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity and based on govern-

ment data. Experts believe the 
true toll is significantly higher.

In other developments:
• President Donald 

Trump’s approval ratings 
have remained steady amid 
the crisis, underscoring the 
way Americans seem to have 
made up their minds about 
him. A poll from The Associ-
ated Press-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research says 
41% approve of his job per-
formance, while 58% disap-
prove. That’s consistent with 
opinions of him throughout 
his three years in office. 

• Trump made a trip to 
Michigan to tour a Ford fac-
tory that has been retooled to 
manufacture ventilators, and 
he did not wear a face cover-
ing despite a warning from the 
state’s top law enforcement of-
ficer that a refusal might lead 
to a ban on his return. The 
president has been locked in 
a feud with Democratic Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer over the 
outbreak and also has threat-
ened to withhold federal funds 
over Michigan’s expansion of 
voting by mail.

• Whitmer has prevailed 
after Republican lawmakers 
sued over her authority to de-
clare emergencies and order 
sweeping restrictions during 
the pandemic. The Republi-
can-controlled Legislature 
didn’t extend her declaration 
in late April but she acted any-
way. That means her stay-at-
home decree stands, which 
has drawn anger from gun-tot-
ing protesters and is likely to 
be extended beyond May 28.

Across the U.S., some 
companies have begun to 
rehire their laid-off employ-
ees as states have eased re-
strictions on movement and 
commerce. On Monday, 
more than 130,000 workers 
at the three major American 
automakers, plus Toyota and 
Honda, returned to their fac-
tories for the first time in two 
months.

Still, major employers 
keep cutting jobs. Uber said 
this week that it will lay off 
3,000 more employees be-

cause demand for rides has 
plummeted. Digital publishers 
Vice, Quartz and BuzzFeed, 
magazine giant Conde Nast 
and the owner of The Econo-
mist magazine announced job 
cuts last week. 

Stephen Stanley, chief 
economist at Amherst Pier-
pont, said the latest layoffs 
may be particularly worri-
some because they are hap-
pening even as states reopen.

“There’s a high probabil-
ity that those layoffs could 
persist for longer than those 
that were a function of (busi-
nesses) just being closed,” 
Stanley said.

The latest figures do not 
mean 38.6 million people are 
out of work. Some have been 
called back, and others have 
landed new jobs. But the vast 
majority are still unemployed.

An additional 1.2 million 
people applied for unemploy-
ment benefits last week under 
a federal program that makes 
self-employed, contractor 
and gig workers eligible for 
the first time. But those fig-
ures aren’t adjusted for sea-
sonal variations, so the gov-
ernment doesn’t include them 
in the overall number of appli-
cations.

Alexis Weber, laid off from 
her job as a bartender at an At-
lanta restaurant, said it was a 
struggle to secure unemploy-
ment benefits — she filed on 
April 1 and had to wait until 
early May to get her first pay-
ment. She is not sure when 
her employer will want her 
back, or if she will want to re-
turn.

“Social distancing doesn’t 
really apply very well to the 
hospitality business,” Weber 
said. “I don’t feel safe return-
ing right now.”

One rehired worker, Nor-
man Boughman, received 
an email last week from his 
boss at a secondhand cloth-
ing store in Richmond, where 
he worked part time, asking 
him to return. But even with 
a mask, he worries about his 
health.

“We’re having to sor t 
through people’s things, and 
I feel like that puts us at a 
higher risk,” he said. 

European countries also 

have seen heavy job losses,
but robust government safe-
ty-net programs in places like 
Germany and France are sub-
sidizing the wages of millions 
of workers and keeping them 
on the payroll.

Meanwhile, doubts are 
growing over ambitious 
plans by European govern-
ments to use contact-tracing 
smartphone apps to fight the 
spread of the virus as they 
ease their lockdowns. The 
apps can help authorities de-
termine whether people have 
crossed paths with those who 
are infected.

British Security Minister 
James Brokenshire told the 
BBC that an app that was sup-
posed to be introduced by 
mid-May is not ready, suggest-
ing “technical issues” were to 
blame. Similarly, France de-
layed last week’s roll-out of its 
app because of technical prob-
lems and privacy concerns.

As for the search for a 
vaccine, drugmaker Astra-
Zeneca said it has secured 
agreements to produce 400 
million doses of a still experi-
mental and unproven formula-
tion that is being tested at the 
University of Oxford. It is one 
of the most advanced projects
in the international race for a 
vaccine.

AstraZeneca said it has re-
ceived more than $1 billion 
from a U.S. government re-
search agency for the develop-
ment, production and delivery 
of the vaccine.

Around the world, the ef-
fort to get back to business is 
raising worries over the risk of 
new infections, from hard-hit 
Milan, Italy, to meatpacking 
plants in Colorado and gar-
ment factories in Bangladesh. 

In China, the communist
leadership took extensive pre-
cautions as it prepared for the 
opening of its long-postponed 
National People’s Congress 
on Friday in Beijing. An out-
break there could be a public 
relations nightmare as Pres-
ident Xi Jinping showcases 
China’s apparent success in 
curbing the virus that first 
emerged in Wuhan late last 
year.

Unemployment
From Page A1

things as well, like gas.”
Each year’s Apple Blossom Festival at-

tracts thousands of visitors to Winchester 
over a three-day period, Friday through Sun-
day. While there are no firm numbers to indi-
cate the festival’s average financial impact on 
the region, Kerns said hotels, restaurants and 
other hospitality businesses lost millions in 
potential earnings with the loss of this year’s 
festival May 1-3.

“The cultural hit, the togetherness hit was 
felt even more than the dollars,” he said. “We 
didn’t realize how much we loved Apple Blos-
som until it wasn’t here. ... It was a gut punch 
to the community.”

Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam eased the 
state’s stay-at-home restrictions on May 15, so 
the local hospitality industry is slowing rising 
from its two-month slumber. However, Kerns 
said he expects this month’s total tourism-re-
lated revenues will still be down by as much 
as 60% compared to last year.

Getting tourism-related businesses back 
on track won’t be as easy as turning on the 
“open” sign.

Lani Pendleton, general manager of the 
Hawkeye Hotels brand in Winchester, said on 
Thursday that some furloughed employees 
are reluctant to come back to work right now 
over coronavirus concerns and apprehension 
about losing unemployment benefits that, due 
to the federal CARES Act, are $600 per week 
higher than normal through at least July 31.

Restaurants, food trucks and catering 
firms are also facing staffing problems. Julie 
Shaffer of Shaffer’s Barbecue in Middletown 
said on Thursday her business is doing well, 
but she’s scrambling to find enough employ-
ees to handle the workload.

“Thankfully, there’s some light at the end 
of the tunnel,” Kerns said.

Last weekend, there was an uptick in lei-
sure travelers who stayed at local hotels. 
Pendleton said that equated to about 50% oc-
cupancy at the two hotels under her manage-
ment, La Quinta Inn and Suites at 1055 Mill-
wood Pike and Candlewood Suites at 1135 
Millwood Pike.

More area businesses will be reopening 
when Northam green lights the second phase 
of Virginia’s pandemic-recovery plan, proba-
bly sometime in June. Kerns said that is ex-
pected to trigger a gradual recovery of the 
area’s hospitality industry that should con-
tinue through the rest of the year.

The real tourism turnaround will come 
next year with the highly anticipated return 
of the Apple Blossom Festival.

“I think the 2021 celebration will be huge,” 
Kerns said. “Once something is taken away, 
you really want it back.”

Kerns said he lived in Boston in the early 
2000s, and he remembers how people there 
took the annual Boston Marathon for granted 
or grumbled about how it brought so many 
visitors to the city. When the event was shat-
tered by a pair of bombings on April 15, 2013, 
local residents realized how much they val-
ued the race and heralded its return the fol-
lowing year.

As the Winchester area emerges from the 
time of the coronavirus, Kerns said the mil-
lions of dollars generated by local tourism will 
become more important than ever as busi-
nesses and governments start replenishing 
their depleted coffers.

“A lot is going to be reliant on that day trip 
and weekend spending,” he said.

— Contact Brian Brehm at bbrehm@winchesterstar.com

Hospitality
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The Associated Press

NEW DELHI — Wide swaths of coastal India and Bangla-
desh were flooded and millions were without power Thurs-
day as Cyclone Amphan, the most powerful storm to hit
the region in more than a decade, killed over 80 people
and cut a path of destruction that is still being assessed.

Many parts of the Indian metropolis of Kolkata, home 
to more than 14 million people, were under water, and its 
airport was closed briefly by flooding. Roads were littered
with uprooted trees and lamp posts, electricity and com-
munication lines were down and centuries-old buildings 
were damaged.

Officials in both countries said the full extent of the
damage caused by the cyclone was not known because 
communications to many places were cut. Hundreds of 
thousands of people were evacuated ahead of the storm,
a process complicated by the coronavirus pandemic.

Amphan came ashore Wednesday with heavy rain, a 
battering storm surge and sustained winds of 105 mph 
and gusts up to 118 mph. It devastated coastal villages, 
knocking down mud houses, tearing down utility poles 
and uprooting trees.

“I have never seen such a disaster before,” said West
Bengal chief minister Mamata Banerjee, adding that the
government would pay the equivalent of $3,310 to families 
who lost a relative in the storm.

At least 74 people were killed in India, with most of
the deaths in West Bengal state, which includes Kolkata.
Broadcasters in Bangladesh reported 13 were killed in 
that country.

“The roofs of many homes have flown away and the 
streets are waterlogged,” said Shuli Ghosh, who runs a
cafe in Kolkata.

Deadly cyclone cuts 
destructive path in 
India, Bangladesh
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