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a-changin’: University of Virginia 
changes culture, grounds to seek 
racial equity. A5
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For almost as long as he can 
recall, Bruce Wagner has been 
around the hearing-aid industry.

W hen Wagner was 5 yea rs 
old, his father, Robert, opened 
his own hearing-aid business in 
Charlottesville. The energetic 
youngster would accompany 
him to the office on 
Saturdays, sweep-
ing, taking out the 
trash and perform-
ing various custo-
dial duties around 
the building.

“I was culturally 
deprived as a child,” 
Wagner said with a 
chuckle while sit-
ting in his office on Wednesday 
afternoon. “While other kids 
were at home watching Satur-
day morning cartoons, I was in 
a hearing aid office cleaning up 
and learning about the business.”

After learning from afar during 
his first few years there, Wagner 
began working directly with 
hearing aids in the early 1960s. 
He eventually joined his father’s 
practice after graduating from 
college in 1977, then became its 
president and opened a subsid-
iary in Culpeper the following 
year.

Now, more than four decades 
later, the 66-year-old Crozet 
resident is preparing to gradually 
ride off into the sunset.

“W it h a l l  t hat t i me spent 
around hearing aids, I guess 
[becoming an audiologist] was 
just meant to be,” he said. “It’s the 
only full-time job I’ve ever had in 
my life, but at some point you’ve 
got to slow down.”

Wagner, who also owns and 
operates offices in Charlottes-
ville, Harrisonburg, Staunton 
and Waynesboro, said he started 
thinking about retirement ap-
proximately a year ago. Coinci-
dentally, it was around that time 
when he was approached by 
Freda White—a fellow audiolo-
gist who was merely looking for a 
change of scenery.

“When Freda first approached 
me, she was dissatisfied with her 
position at the time and asked 
if I would be interested in hir-
ing her,” Wagner said. “Seeing 
retirement on the horizon, my 
response was that it wouldn’t be 
fair to bring her into a business 
that wasn’t going to be around 
very much longer.”

However, a simple job inquiry 
soon turned into a business ar-
rangement that would prove ben-
eficial to both parties.

White partnered up with life-
long friend Teresa Lough, who 
has a long background in busi-
ness management, and the two 
women reached an agreement 
with Wagner to buy the Madison 
Road office from him and con-
tinue serving the Culpeper com-
munity.

Following months of delays 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the sale of Wagner Hearing Aid 
Center of Culpeper to White and 
Lough’s Help U Hear Hearing Aid 
Center was finalized in August.

Wagner said one of the terms 
of the deal is that he will continue 
to come to Culpeper on Wednes-
days for the better part of the next 
year in order to help transition 
longstanding clients over to the 

by Lane KIZZIaH

richmond timES-diSpatch

In between the house and the chicken 
coop at Promise Land Pastures, Reuben 
Smith has a raised bed of corn, squash 
and runner beans.

Planted together, the crops are called 
the Three Sisters, a centuries-old tech-
nique Smith learned from Native Ameri-
cans in the surrounding Charles City 
County area.

To the untrained eye, the bed looks like 
a tangle of green shoots and leaves, but 
every plant is in its place. Every plant is 
playing a role.

The corn acts as a trellis for the beans. 
The beans add nitrogen to the soil, which 
helps the other plants grow. The large 
leaves of the squash shade the ground 
and prevent weeds.

In more ways than one, the plot is a 
metaphor for Promise Land and the 
Charles City community. It’s embracing 
a longtime tradition. It’s finding solu-
tions within the community. It’s sym-
biosis.

“Demographically, it’s an overlooked 
place because it’s so spread out,” Smith 

said of the spacious county of not even 
7,000 residents. “Really, it’s almost a for-
gotten community.”

Promise Land is both a working farm 
and an outreach center aimed at pro-
moting community agriculture and 
education. Smith bought the land in 
2014, and for the past six years, he and 
his wife have been building, expanding 
and planning. Last year, Promise Land 
received tax-exempt nonprofit status.

One of its first projects has been ani-
mal husbandry, and the farm features 
goats, sheep and about 400 egg-laying 
chickens.

Most of the eggs are sold for $6 a dozen 
at a market in Richmond’s West End. The 
rest go to the Storehouse, a food pantry 
under Promise Land’s umbrella.

“The beauty of it is that we get to pro-
duce the top-tier food products that then 
can go to low-income people in the coun-
ty, who can help produce them together 
with us,” said Smith, the nonprofit’s 
executive director. “But [they] also get to 
enjoy things that really are out of reach 
for them for the most part.”

Some chickens are donated to a local 
missionary kitchen to be processed into 

chicken and dumplings, which feeds 
community members in need. The plan 
is to develop a similar cycle for every-
thing the farm produces: Sell some, and 
send the rest back to the community that 
helped grow it.

The Storehouse is a recent addition to 
Promise Land’s operation.

When the pandemic hit, the nonprofit 
wanted to do its part. Charles City is a 
food desert—there isn’t a grocery store 
in the county. And an estimated 1 in 5 
residents don’t know where their next 
meal is coming from, according to a 2017 
Charles City County Health Coalition 
report.

Since 2013, the county Social Services 
Department has been talking about 
bringing a permanent food pantry to the 
area. But with the small population, it 
has been hard to convince large grocery 
chains—or nonprofits, for that matter—
that coming to the area makes economic 
sense.

“It makes it difficult for people to feel 
like it warrants attention,” Smith said of 
the eastern Virginia county.

Virginia spread works 
as farm, outreach center

photoS by alExa WElch Edlund / timES-diSpatch

Christian Stewart, 18, stands by the corn planted at promise Land pastures in Charles City County, where he is one of two interns. Stewart, a 
Chickahominy Indian, said corn was planted using the three Sisters technique of his ancestors. Students learn life skills along with farming. 

a hen looks at Christian Stewart as he helps reuben Smith, executive director of promise Land pastures, collect eggs. Stewart is a freshman 
at Virginia tech this fall. Smith and his wife, debra, are former missionaries.

Helping 
people 
hear, for 
decades

Promise Land Pastures

CULPEPER AUDIOLOGIST 
BRUCE WAGNER  FINALLY 
READY TO ‘SLOW DOWN’

bruce  
Wagner

See Wagner, page c4
See Farm, page c5
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The pandemic stopped the 
wheels from turning, silenced 
the music and dimmed the 
rainbow lights six months ago 
at well-known Dominion Skat-
ing Center on North Main Street 
in Culpeper.

Now the skating rink cher-
ished by generations of locals is 
on the market for $1.95 million.

As of Thursday, there were no 
offers yet on the property, but 
there had been a fair amount 
of interest, according to listing 
agent Philip Thornton, repre-
senting the owner along with 
fellow broker-owner and wife, 
Kelly Thornton, of RE/MAX 
Crossroads. One potential buy-
er would turn the party place for 
kids into personal storage units 
and another would use it for 
retail, he said.

It is unknown if the facil-
ity, operating 40-plus years, will 
ever open again as a skating 
rink. But there are some influ-
ential, youth-focused people in 
the community who would like 
to help see that happen.

Local entrepreneur Brandon 

Miles, owner of The Sneaker 
Thrifts brand that recently 
opened a location in Shops at 
Stonefield in Charlottesville, is 
one such person.

He is seeking investors to 
“Save the Rink” he could be 
well-suited to take over. A 2006 
graduate of Culpeper County 
High School, Miles grew up at 
the rink and said it was his sec-
ond home.

“It’s a staple,” Miles said in 
an meeting Thursday on site. 
“They would be doing an injus-
tice to the kids out here if they 
don’t continue to have this as 
entertainment for children.”

He continued, “They build 
more housing developments, 

By MICHAEL MARTZ

RiChmONd TimES-diSPATCh

Instead of taking small steps 
to solve a big problem, the Vir-
ginia Senate passed a package 
of sweeping legislative reforms 
on Thursday that would trans-
form how law enforcement 
operates in Virginia.

The measure encompasses 
matters from standards of 
conduct and use of deadly 
force to the execution of search 
warrants, reasons for stopping 
drivers or frisking pedestrians, 
and the equipment law en-
forcement may use to control 
potentially violent protests.

The Senate debated almost 
every aspect of Senate Bill 
5030—an omnibus bill intro-
duced by Sen. Mamie Locke, 
D-Hampton, “to bring equity 
into Virginia policing”—before 
approving it on a 21-19 party-
line vote.

Locke’s legislation would ac-
complish in one swoop many of 
the same changes the House is 
trying to achieve with multiple 
bills that are on their way to the 
Senate for consideration.

Locke, chair of the Senate 
Democratic Caucus and a 

senior member of the Virginia 
Legislative Black Caucus, called 
the legislation an attempt to 
make changes to the way law 
enforcement operates to avoid 
high-profile incidents of al-
leged police misconduct, espe-
cially in treatment of African 
Americans, that sparked public 
unrest in Richmond and across 
the country after the death of 
George Floyd in police custody 
in Minneapolis.

“We have blinders on if we 
think Virginia is immune to 
misconduct and the things that 
have happened in other parts 
of the country,” she told the 
Senate.

Republicans resolutely op-

By MEL LEONOR 

RiChmONd TimES-diSPATCh

The Supreme Court 
of Virginia has rejected a 
challenge to the wording 
of a ballot question tied to 
a proposed constitutional 
amendment on redistrict-
ing.

The lawsuit alleged that 
the question is “mislead-
ing” and “inaccurate,” 
and written in a way that 
leaves voters in the dark 
about the key effects of the 
amendment on the state’s 
redistricting process. It 

asked the Supreme Court 
of Virginia to compel state 
election officials to cor-
rect it.

In a decision, the state’s 
high court found that the 
duty of elections officials 
“is limited to ensuring the 
ballot question, in the form 
decided by the General 
Assembly, appears on the 
upcoming general elec-
tion ballot.”

Citing state law, the 
court found Wednesday 
that the Department of 

By ALLISON WRABEL

ThE dAiLy PROgRESS

After nearly two hours 
of drilling, lifting and ad-
justing, the “At Ready” 
Confederate statue in front 
of the Albemarle County 
Circuit Courthouse was 
taken down to the sounds 
of cheers Saturday morn-
ing.

More than 100 people 
gathered to watch the 
statue removal, including 
current and former elected 
officials, local activists and 
community members.

The removal comes 

after years of the coun-
ty seeking to gain con-
trol from the state of the 
monument, and after the 
violent Unite the Right 

Culpeper observed Patriot Day 
w it h moment s of  s i lenc e a nd 
prayer, honoring those who died 
19 years ago on Sept. 11, while also 
praying for those who have lost 
lives in the battle against a deadly 
virus, fought valiantly by first re-
sponders and front-line workers 
since it entered our midst more 
than six months ago.

UPPER L EFT: T hose at tend-
ing a Sept. 11 prayer service stand 
socially distanced and wearing 
masks while listening to speakers 
and musical performers on Friday 
outside the Culpeper Medical Cen-
ter; UPPER RIGHT: Pastor Erick 
Kalenga sings during a prayer gath-
ering he organized Friday with His 
Village Church to honor those who 
were killed on 9/11 19 years ago and 
recognize today’s first responders.

SEE FULL STORY ON A8

Shut by pandemic, 
skating rink on 
market for $1.95M

ALLiSON BROPhy ChAmPiON/STAR-EXPONENT

Dominion Skating Center owner 
Tommy Hoffman (right) talks 
with agent Philip Thornton (left) 
about having to close the rink.

See RINk, Page A4

Va. Senate passes sweeping 
police-reform package 

BOB BROWN/TimES-diSPATCh

Sen. Amanda Chase, R-Ches-
terfield, listens to debate on a 
police reform bill in Richmond’s 
Science Museum of Virginia.

See REfORM, Page A7

Albemarle Confederate 
statue comes down

ERiN EdgERTON/ThE dAiLy PROgRESS

A statue of an unnamed 
Confederate soldier is re-
moved Saturday outside in 
downtown Charlottesville.

See STATuE, Page A4

High court tosses 
redistricting challenge

See REDISTRICT, Page A8

CuLpEpER ObsERVEs 9/11, HONORs VIRus-fIGHTERs

PhOTOS By LiNdA ChUBB ANd EmiLy jENNiNgS

CENTER LEFT: Hospital President Donna Staton addreses 
those assembled Friday to pray for medical and emergency work-
ers during the coronavirus pandemic; CENTER RIGHT: A Cul-
peper County High band student prepares to play Taps for a 9/11 
ceremony at the school; ABOVE: R.E. Deane, Culpeper Volunteer 
Fire Dept. chaplin and a 61-year firefighter brought out his 1923 
fire truck in honor of first responders who were killed on Sept. 
11, 2001; LOWER LEFT: Culpeper Mayor Mike Olinger speaks at a 
prayer service by the hospital.

LiNdA ChUBBS/FOR STAR-EXPONENT

Hospital President Donna Staton delivers remarks at a 
Sept. 11 Prayer Gathering outside Novant Health uVA 
Culpeper Medical Center on friday organized by Pastor 
Erick kalenga and His Village Church.

LiNdA ChUBBS/FOR STAR-EXPONENT

Culpeper Mayor Mike Olinger gives remarks during a 
Sept. 11, 2020 Prayer Gathering outside Novant Health 
uVA Culpeper Medical Center, organized by Pastor Erick 
kalenga to honor those who died 19 years ago and rec-
ognize the loss of life suffered from COVID-19 this year.
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Carpet, Inc

ONLY 1 LOCATION • HIGHWAY 211 E, AMISSVILLE, VA

Early’s Carpet, Inc. • Highway Route 211 • Amissville, VA
Take Rte. 211 W toward Washington, VA, past the stop light at 229

crossroads, proceed approximately 2 miles beyond
Amissville sign, make U-turn across from Rte. 645.

Early’s is on the right (211 E.)
Monday - Friday 9 am to 5 pm • Saturday 10 am to 4 pm

www.earlyscarpet.com

We are Open - Schedule by Appointment
if so Desired: 540-937-5500

ANSO NYLON
Luxurious 65/70 oz. Carpet Rolls

THE BEAUTY LAST. THE SALE WON’T. FIRST COME BASIS!

Burlap
Sasla
Morning Star
Paper Moon Fleck

Colors:
$18/sq. yd and up

OR
$2/sq. ft. and up

JUST ARRIVED

9 am to 2 pm

McClanahan Camera
Your Digital & Camera

Monday—Friday 9:30am to 6pm; Saturday 9am to 5pm

306 W. Lee Hwy Warrenton VA 540 347 2533 mccamera.com

Photo Contest Theme: Together
Entry Deadline: Sept 30 midnight

limit 2 entries per person (info@mccamera.com)

More info https://www.mccamera.com/photo-contest
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more breweries and more 
restaurants to cater to fami-
lies moving here—zero for 
the kids. You can’t do that 
and be oh, well we want the 
kids to not be in trouble or do 
drugs, but you don’t got noth-
ing for them to do.”

Rink owners: Losing 
money, can’t reopen

Dominion Skating Cen-
ter Owner Tommy Hoff-
man and his wife, Joyce, 
made the difficult decision 
about a month ago to sell the 
25,000-square-feet facility 
that was built in 1977. They 
cannot open back up due to 
continued spread of COV-
ID-19. Yet the place is costing 
them thousands per month 
closed.

“We just hate it,” said Joyce 
of putting it up for sale. “Be-
cause the children won’t 
have nowhere to go unless 
somebody reopens it. I think 
it’s pitiful because they don’t 
have anything else to do out 
here.”

Ironically, the skating rink 
had its best month ever in 
February under their own-
ership, attracting some 700 
customers. It turned a profit 
before it was forced to close, 
Tommy Hoffman said. Then 
they had to toss consider-
able food product from the 
snack bar as the shutdown 
stretched on and on, another 
unrecoverable loss. There’s 
been no break on insurance 
or taxes, either.

“We had so many pizzas—
everything was here and 
nothing to do with it. It went 
out of date,” Tommy Hoff-
man said. “I’m not a busi-
ness person, but I’m good at 
math and I knew enough to 
know something was going 
wrong.”

Reopening the place un-
der a still-restricted business 
environment is not an op-
tion, he added, especially 
while COVID-19 remains an 
active in the community.

“As long as this stuff’s out 
here, I’m not going to open. 
I don’t want to be the one, 
come back say, well the skat-
ing rink, that’s where my kid 
got it and brought it home to 
grandma now grandma’s 
going to hell or heaven,” 
Hoffman said. “I don’t want 
to be the one responsible for 
spreading this virus. Nobody 
knows where it’s going or 
how long it’s going to last.”

A trip back in time
The substantial selling 

price is estimated fair market 
value for the property that 
sits on 5.25 acres in town with 
Main Street frontage and 
mountain views of the Blue 
Ridge at the back, Thornton 
said. It includes a two-bed-
room patio home at the rear, 
a partially-renovated three-
bedroom, two bathroom 
apartment above the rink 
and various outbuildings.

The rink looks as it did in 
the spring, frozen in time, 
and similar to its appearance 
20 years ago. All of the games 
still light up, the rental skates 
sit silent on shelves behind 
the counter, foosball hums to 
life when plugged in, stuffed 
toys fill the claw machine 
and the wooden skate floor 
gleams under large speakers 
ready to blast music again. 
The property is turn-key 
and could probably open up 

after a few days of hard work, 
Thornton said.

“It’s a trip back in time … 
It’s a neat property,” he said. 
“It would be great to see it stay 
as a rink. It would be great to 
see maybe the town come in, 
consider doing something 
like they did at Rockwater 
Park.”

The town built the park 
with a splash pad and ob-
stacle course on a hill next 
to a Safeway in recent years 
after purchasing the land 
that was slated for a housing 
development. Thornton said 
commercial real estate has 
“completely rolled over” dur-
ing the period of COVID-19.

Recreation-based busi-
nesses like a roller rink face 
continued restrictions and 
have been especially hard 
hit, he said, mentioning the 
recent closure of Mountain 
Run Bowling Center.

“The economics don’t 
work under the governor’s 
virus plan,” the local broker-
owner said. “When the bowl-
ing alley was able to reopen, 
they did, but the public didn’t 
come out and even under 
a partial reopening, they 
couldn’t financially survive. 
Same thing here.”

When only 50 people are 
allowed in at a time and 
it cost $5 to skate, a day’s 
worth of business could 
generate $500 best case sce-
nario in two four-hour shifts, 
Thornton said. It falls short of 
covering payroll, the cost of 
inventory and other business 
expenses.

“It’s a classic example of 
can’t afford to be closed, but 
sure as heck can’t afford to be 
open. You lose more money 
being open than you did 
staying closed,” he said. “It’s 
sad to see what the virus has 
done locally to small busi-
ness so this is a very tough 
time to bring a property to 
market, especially one that’s 
close to $2 million. But for 
the right person or people I 
think it’s a wonderful oppor-
tunity.”

Save the rink,  
make it better

Miles envisions making 
major improvements at 
the skating rink where he 
came of age while his mother 
worked at the former juvenile 
correctional center in Mitch-
ells. A board member of the 
Culpeper Youth mentorship 
program, he previously held 
various fund-raisers and 
themed events (Throwback 
Skate Night) at the rink that 
attracted big crowds.

If Miles ran the place, he’d 
keep it open seven days a 
week, offer after-school tu-
toring and start a Boys & Girls 
Club. He’d add laser tag, bas-
ketball tournaments outside 
and a gaming room where 
kids could interact while, yes, 
playing video games.

“Let them come here, be 
around other kids. Because 
a lot of them are socially 
awkward—they can’t talk in 
public,” Miles said.

He spent his elementary 
school years in Alexandria 
where each school was its 
own recreation center that 
took kids in for free when 
classes let out, he said.

“It was people at the rec 
center’s job to make sure that 
first half hour to an hour that 
we got our homework done, 
we got help, we got tutored 
and then we got to play bas-
ketball and video games 
and stuff. There’s nothing 
like that here,” Miles said, 
adding he’s on the board of 
Culpeper Youth because he 
cares about kids. “Those kids 
grow up to care about the 
other kids.”

Emotionally invested in 
the property and the pros-
pect of bringing it back to 
life, Miles said he’s a business 
person, too, and is looking to 
the community for support. 
He said he could raise the 
money to buy the rink, but 
fears it may be scooped up for 
some other use before that’s 
possible.

“I’m looking at local people 
who have a lot of money, a 
local philanthropist that will 
match something for some-
thing,” he said.

Finally, a community 
center in Culpeper?

I n recent week s a nd 
months, local philanthropist 
Joe Daniel of Jefferson Home 
Builders has engaged in vari-
ous email debates with local 
leaders about the presence of 
names, monuments, statues 
and flags honoring the Con-
federacy. He has offered to 
pay for removing the soldier 
statue from the courthouse 
grounds and supported re-
moving the battle flag from 
Lenn Park.

Daniel has repeatedly 
challenged town and county 
leaders for their alternate 
stance on the issue. One such 
exchange involved Culpeper 
Town Councilman Keith 
Brown, who mentioned to 
Daniel that the roller rink 
was for sale.

“You could really help out 
the youth and homeless with 
the $1.9 million purchase,” 
he wrote in an email. “I can 
support that as well as the 
entire community. These 
changes you are fighting for 
have no real impact on daily 
lives. Let’s team up on my 
proposal.”

Daniel, who owns the 
townhouse development 
next to the skating rink, 
responded he would match 
every dollar Brown put up for 
purchase of the large facility 
to turn it into a Boys & Girls 
Club or something similar. 
He listed his many contribu-
tions through the years to 
making Culpeper a better 
place, including the com-
munity college that bears 
Daniel’s name.

“Join me in ’f ighting’ 
for a youth center. That is 
something worth fighting 
for to help people improve 
their lives!” Daniel wrote to 
Brown.

In an email to the Star-Ex-
ponent Friday night, Brown 
said saving the rink and 
making it a community 
center would a phenomenal 
opportunity for local youth. 
He supported a private entity 
taking on the project without 
financial support from local 
government.

“A local community or 
recreation center is a great 
boost to the local economy. 
Not only does it provide jobs, 
both in the building and run-
ning of the facility, but it also 
gives the community op-
portunities to make money 
through sports tournaments 
and conventions,” Brown 
said.

It would also provide a 
healthy and safe place for 
youth and would increase 
physical fitness, he added. 
A recreation center also 
promotes community in-
volvement and relationship 
building: “I look forward to 
helping the cause any way I 
can,” he said. The council-
man challenged Daniel “to 
step up and assist in locating 
investors that can make this 
rare opportunity reality.”

More support for 
youth center at rink

Culpeper County Board of 
Supervisors Chairman Gary 
Deal has long been an advo-
cate for providing healthy ac-
tivity options for local youth. 
He led the initiative two years 
ago to bring a YMCA to Cul-
peper and build it on county-
owned land not far from the 
roller rink on Route 229.

But voters rejected the 
$13.1 million recreation ref-
erendum at the polls when 
misinformation spread that 
using county funds to build 
the project would raise taxes. 
County administration said 
at the time that would not 
be necessary because of 
the county’s excellent bond 
rating and ability to bor-
row money cheaply due to a 
healthy level of reserves.

There has been no move-

ment forward since on a 
community center in Cul-
peper. The county had been 
accepting donations from 
citizens for it as part of an op-
tion on tax bills, but that op-
tion was recently removed.

“I’m not sure we’re in the 
business or mindset of going 
forward with that,” Deal said 
at the August Rules Commit-
tee meeting where the tax 
bill contribution item was 
discussed.

Added County Admin-
istrator John Egerston, “We 
abandoned that (in 2018).”

Deal agreed, saying, “I’m 
not sure it’s feasible to ask the 
community to build it if we 
don’t have a plan in place to 
build it—unfortunately, in 
my opinion.”

Deal has not given up on 
some sort of community 
center, however. In an email 
Friday in which he stated he 
was not speaking on behalf 
of the board, Deal said he 
would personally like to see 
the roller rink stay open and 
improved with a focus on lo-
cal youth.

“I lobbied Mr. Miles and 
Mr. Daniel weeks ago advis-
ing the location was ideal to 
maintain the rink and transi-
tion the facility into a Boys 
& Girls Club or Community 
Center,” he said.

Dea l added ta x payer 
funding through a public 
private partnership for the 
initiative was a tough ask 
during a pandemic due to 
unknown revenue and ulti-
mately because of the failed 
YMCA referendum.

“Private funding, private 
contributions, and private 
ownership would be non-po-
litical and less convoluted,” 
he said. “However, I was the 
instigator and advocate of 
the Community Center for 
the kids and it never hurts to 
entertain ideas and propos-
als when potential private 
contributions are on the 
table.”

abrophy@starexponent.com 
540/825-4315

Rink
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Dominion Skating Center at 1550 N. Main St. in the town of 
Culpeper was recently put on the market for $1.95 million. 
RE/MAX brokers Philip and Kelly Thornton are listing agents.

white-supremacist rally in 
Charlottesville in 2017.

Ned Gallaway, chair-
man of the Albemarle 
Board of Supervisors, said 
the overwhelming senti-
ment of area residents was 
that the courthouse prop-
erty should “be welcom-
ing, inclusive and a place 
for justice for all.”

“As our predecessors 
did, we, too, with purpose-
ful intentions, choose 
to create a new point in 
our county’s history, and 
choose to redefine this 
place of significance to 
represent the values of all 
members of our commu-
nity,” Gallaway said.

The statue, two can-
nons and a pile of can-
nonballs were removed by 
early afternoon Saturday. 
They were taken by the 
Shenandoah Valley Battle-
fields Foundation, which 
was selected by the board 
on Tuesday. The founda-
tion will put the statue and 
its accessories on one of its 
Civil War battlefields.

Foundation officials did 
not respond to multiple re-
quests for interviews over 
the last week.

The statue has stood 
outside the Albermarle 
County Courthouse for 
111 years.

Members of Saturday’s 
crowd in Charlottesville 
all wore masks amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Some wore blue Union 
Civil War caps.

“This is a magnificent 
moment,” said local com-
munity organizer Don 
Gathers. “Much of the 
racial tension, strife and 
protest we’re seeing across 
the country emanates 
from right here in Char-
lottesville. But now we’re 
moving the needle in a 
positive way.”

Statue
From Page A1
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By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

A third Culpeper County 
resident, a man in his 70s, 
has died from the novel 
coronavirus.

The Virginia Depa rt-
ment of Health reported 
the death Wednesday at 
its COVID-19 web site that 
is updated daily. The first 
death in Culpeper County, 
a woman in her 80s, was 

reported late last month.
The death of an 80-year-

old Culpeper man from 
the contagious illness was 
reported Monday. Another 
two men in their 80s from 
Fauquier have also suc-
cumbed to COVID-19.

T h e  R a p p a h a n n o c k 
Rapidan Health District 
reports 282 positive cases 
of the novel coronavirus 
as of Wednesday with 129 

in Culpeper, 109 in Fau-
quier, 14 in Madison, 27 in 
Orange and 3 in Rappah-
annock. The day-to-day 
district increase was seven 
cases.

Statewide as of Wednes-
day, there were 14,961 peo-
ple who tested positive for 
COVID-19, 2,259 in the hos-
pital and 522 deaths—30 
more deaths than on Tues-
day, according to VDH.

Fa i r f a x  C ou nt y,  t he 
state’s most populous lo-
cality with more than 1.1 
mil l ion people, has the 
most cases with 3,448 and 
124 deaths.

Fairfa x Count y is the 
top location where Cul-
peper County residents 
commute. According to 
V i r g i n i a  E mploy ment 
Commission, 2,334 people 
commute from Culpeper to 

Fairfax on a daily basis. The 
number of those Culpeper 
residents now work ing 
from home is unknown.

Gov. Ralph Northam said 
in his COVID-19 briefing 
Wednesday that Virginia is 
ready to safely resume den-
tal and elective surgeries as 
of this Friday.

Virginia hospitals have 
5,000 available beds and 
adequate PPE and ventila-

tors, the governor said, 
due to people adhering to 
social distancing.

Over the next few days, 
VDH will start reporting 
COVID-19 statistics by zip 
code, according to officials.

In a post Wednesday, 
RRHD Health Director Dr. 
Wade Kartchner reiterated 
the need for people who are 
sick to stay home.

By ALAN SUDERMAN

ASSOCiATEd PRESS

RICHMOND —V i rg i n ia ns w i l l 
soon be able to have elect ive 
surgeries and dental checkups 
again, as Gov. Ralph Northam an-
nounced that nonessential medi-
cal procedures could resume Fri-
day. The governor said pet owners 
could also resume taking animals 
to the vet for nonemergencies.

The governor imposed a ban 
on nonemergency procedures 
last month in an effort to reserve 
capacity in the state’s health care 
system for coronavirus patients 
and personal protective equip-
ment such as face masks for pro-
viders treating those patients.

Northam said at a news confer-
ence Wednesday that the state has 
avoided a surge in hospitalized 
patients like in Italy and New York 
and is in a much better spot in 
terms of having enough supplies 
and capacity than it was a few 
weeks ago.

“Together we took the right ac-
tions and they have been success-
ful,” Northam said. “We slowed 
the spread of this virus.”

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Several small businesses in 
Culpeper recently received a 
needed, immediate financial 
boost from a fellow Virginia busi-
ness owner concerned about 
helping his colleagues through 
the COVID-19 crisis.

Technology entrepreneur 
Pete Snyder, of Charlottesville, 
co-founded the Virginia 30-Day 
Fund two months ago with his 
wife, Burson, to save jobs and 
provide hope in a time of illness, 
death and drastic economic 
stress due to public health restric-
tions.

Since forming, the privately-
backed Fund has awarded forgiv-
able loans, swiftly granted, of up 
to $3,000 to 111 small businesses 
and counting across Virginia.

“We’re at war—a health and 
economic war,” Snyder said in a 
phone conversation Wednesday. 
“It’s an economic war on Main 
Street.”

A self-described “serial entre-
preneur,” he said half of small 
businesses only have two weeks’ 
worth of cash on hand should 
something—like a global pan-
demic—go wrong.

“Most businesses will die,” Sny-
der said, adding the 30-Day Fund 
aims to “Get them through this 
death valley.”

Come out stronger
Culpeper business owner 

Shawn Moss, of the popular eat-
ery Shawn’s Smokehouse BBQ, 
was appreciative to receive a 
grant through the program. Res-
taurants have been among the 
hardest hit by COVID-19 since the 
state ordered dining rooms closed 
more than a month ago to contain 

spread of the virus.
Moss divided the $3,000 he 

received from the Virginia 30-day 
Fund among his three restau-
rants—in Culpeper, Fredericks-
burg and Warrenton—to cover 
basic monthly expenses.

“We are holding up,” he said in 
a phone conversation on Wednes-
day. “Sales are down at least 50 

percent, but we are still doing 
curbside pickup and delivery.”

Moss marveled at how sup-
portive his Culpeper commu-
nity has been. He mentioned a 
neighbor who walked across the 
street to give him an $800 check 
as pre-payment on meals for local 

By CLINT SCHEMMER

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

As the spread of the corona-
virus has turned Americans’ 
lives upside down, it has shone 
“a bright spotlight,” lawmakers 
say, on the disparities between 
those with broadband access 
and those without.

In response, a group of U.S. 
House members has rallied to 
push Congress to make a “his-
toric investment” in high-speed 
internet in response to the na-
tion’s COVID-19 crisis.

Virginia Democrat and Dis-

trict 7 Rep. Abigail Spanberger 
worked with an Illinois Repub-
lican and a Democrat from the 
U.S. Virgin Islands to call for both 
chambers to include large-scale 
federal funding for broadband 
in Capitol Hill’s widely antici-
pated infrastructure package 
to help distressed communities 
and ease the nation’s economic 
recession.

Spanberger and Reps. Rodney 
Davis (R-IL) and Stacey E. Plas-
kett (D-USVI) drafted a letter, 
which was then signed by an-
other 73 House members, urging 
the “Big Four”—House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and Minorit y 
Leader Kevin McCarthy, Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell and Minority Leader Chuck 

Schumer—urging the House 
and Senate to ensure that Ameri-
cans have access to broadband 
from coast to coast.

“The economic mobility and 
access to the modern economy 
of Americans should not be de-
termined by their ZIP code,” the 
lawmakers wrote. 

“By making a historic invest-
ment in our nation’s e-connec-
tivity, Congress would not only 
stimulate the economy through 
new construction and associated 
jobs but would unleash economic 
and entrepreneurial opportuni-
ties across all of America by giving 
those in the most remote areas 
access to the same tools for e-
commerce as those in the largest 
cities,” they said.

Next relief package
They called for action in the 

next coronavirus-related stimu-
lus package to be produced by 
Congress.

The COVID-19 crisis sharply 
demonstrates the nation’s need 
for more access to two-way health 
services, greater opportunity for 
people to work from home, and 
fewer barriers to remote learn-
ing for students, Spanberger said 
Wednesday in a Culpeper Star-
Exponent interview.

The 7th District representative 
noted that some skeptics have 
asked, “Why should we pay for 
people to watch Netflix?”

But lack of access to broadband 
is “a huge issue,” she said.

Culpeper, Virginia | StarExponent.com

Third COVID-19 death reported in Culpeper County

See DEATH, Page A6

Virginia 30-day Fund:

lifeline for Culpeper small businesses

CONTRiBUTEd PHOTO

Carrie Coppola of 18 Grams Coffee Lab serves a customer curbside on a recent day during the COVID-19 
crisis that has shut down in-store restaurant service as well as their bike shop. 18 Grams received a grant 
from the Virginia 30-Day Fund that will help them stay open through at least the end of May.

See 30 DAy FUND, Page A6

State allowing 
elective health 
procedures to 
resume Friday

See VIRUS, Page A5

‘historic investment’ sought for internet access
pandemic shines 
‘bright spotlight’ on 
unequal access to web

See ACCESS, Page A5



Last Man Standing
WTTG  WRLH 8:00 p.m. 
Ed (Hector Elizondo) and Chuck (Jonathan Adams) try 
to help Jen (Krista Marie Yu) figure out who has been 
stealing her lunch in this new episode. Elsewhere, 
Vanessa (Nancy Travis) plans on recreating a child-
hood tradition for Eve (Kaitlyn Dever).

Lake Placid
SYFY 9:05 p.m. 
A local game warden in a small Maine 
town takes on a man-eating crocodile. 
Residing in a lake that is normally 
calm, the monster is determined to 
feast on anything that gets in its way. 
Bill Pullman and Betty White star in 
this cult classic horror film.

Blindspot
WRC  WWBT  WVIR 10:00 p.m. 
In the previous season of this drama, Jane (Jaimie Alexander) 

watched as a drone strike hit her team’s safe house, 
and Madeline (Mary Elizabeth Mastrantonio) rose 
to power. In this fifth and final season premiere, 
find out who made it out alive.

How to Get Away With Murder
WJLA  WRIC 10:00 p.m. 
Oscar and Emmy-winner Viola Davis stars as the 
brilliant law professor Annalise Keating, whose 
life was turned upside down by an unusual mur-
der. The mystery finally unfolds in this critically-

acclaimed drama’s gripping final season.

THURSDAY EVENING A = Channel   B = Comcast (Culpeper)   C = Comcast (Fauquier)   
D = Comcast (Madison)   E = Comcast (Orange) APRIL 30, 2020 

A B C D E 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 
WRC (4) 4 4 - 13 

News4 at 6:00 p.m. (N) 
'TVG' 

NBC News 
(N) 'TVG' 

Access H.
(N) 'TVPG' 

Council of Dads "Pilot"
'TVPG' 

Council of Dads "I'm Not 
Fine" (N) 'TVPG' 

Blindspot "I Came to 
Sleigh" (N) 'TV14' 

WTTG (5) 5 5 - 18 
FOX 5 News 
(N) 'TVG' 

FOX 5 News 
(N) 'TVG' 

Fox5'sLikeIt
orNot 'TVG' 

TMZ 'TV14' Last Man
(N) 'TVPG' 

Last Man 
St. 'TVPG' 

Mental Samurai "Week 
Five" 'TVPG' 

FOX 5 News at 10:00 
p.m. (N) 'TVG' 

WTVR (6) 195 - 195 - 
News at 6 
(N) 'TVG' 

News (N) 
'TVG' 

News (N) 
'TVG' 

Access H.
(N) 'TVPG' 

Sheldon (N)
'TVPG' 

Man Plan
(N) 'TVPG' 

Man Plan
(N) 'TVPG' 

Broke (N)
'TV14' 

Tommy "This Is Not a 
Drill" (N) 'TV14' 

WJLA (7) 7 7 - - 
ABC News 
(N) 'TVG' 

News (N) 
'TVPG' 

Wheel (N) 
'TVPG' 

Jeopardy!
(N) 'TVG' 

Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire? (N) 'TVPG' 

Station 19 "The Ghosts 
that Haunt Me" (N) 'TV14'

How to Get Away With 
Murder (N) 'TV14' 

WRIC (8) - - 193 - 
News (N) 
'TVG' 

News (N) 
'TVPG' 

Wheel (N) 
'TVPG' 

Jeopardy!
(N) 'TVG' 

Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire? (N) 'TVPG' 

Station 19 "The Ghosts 
that Haunt Me" (N) 'TV14'

How to Get Away With 
Murder (N) 'TV14' 

WUSA (9) 9 9 - - 
News (N) 
'TVG' 

News (N) 
'TVG' 

Q&A B. 
Johnson 

ET (N) 
'TVPG' 

Sheldon (N)
'TVPG' 

Man Plan
(N) 'TVPG' 

Man Plan
(N) 'TVPG' 

Broke (N)
'TV14' 

Tommy "This Is Not a 
Drill" (N) 'TV14' 

WWBT (12) - - 194 12 
News (N) 
'TVG' 

NBC News 
(N) 'TVG' 

ET (N) 
'TVPG' 

Inside Ed.
(N) 'TVPG' 

Council of Dads "Pilot"
'TVPG' 

Council of Dads "I'm Not 
Fine" (N) 'TVPG' 

Blindspot "I Came to 
Sleigh" (N) 'TV14' 

WDCA (20) 13 11 - - 
Family Feud 
'TVPG' 

25 Words 
or (N) 'TV14' 

Family Feud 
'TVPG' 

Family Feud
(N) 'TVPG' 

Fox 5 News
(N) 'TVPG' 

Family Feud
(N) 'TVPG' 

Fox 5 News
(N) 'TVPG' 

Extra (N)
'TVPG' 

The Big 
Bang 'TVPG'

The Big 
Bang 'TV14' 

WETA (26) 99 10 - - 
BBC OS 
'TVPG' 

News 
'TVPG' 

PBS NewsHour (N) 'TVG' Roosevelts Ken Burns surveys FDR's leadership during 
WWII, while Eleanor tends to wounded servicemen. 

The Roosevelts: An 
Intimate History 'TVPG' 

WVIR (29) 194 - 4 4 
News (N) 
'TVG' 

NBC News 
(N) 'TVG' 

Wheel (N) 
'TVPG' 

Jeopardy!
(N) 'TVG' 

Council of Dads "Pilot"
'TVPG' 

Council of Dads "I'm Not 
Fine" (N) 'TVPG' 

Blindspot "I Came to 
Sleigh" (N) 'TV14' 

WRLH (35) - - - 14 
Family Feud 
(N) 'TVPG' 

Family Feud 
(N) 'TVPG' 

The Big 
Bang 'TVPG' 

The Big 
Bang 'TV14'

Last Man
(N) 'TVPG' 

Last Man 
St. 'TVPG' 

Mental Samurai "Week 
Five" 'TVPG' 

Fox News at 10:00 p.m. 
(N) 'TVG' 

WVPT (49) 11 - 11 11 
News 
'TVPG' 

BBC OS 
'TVPG' 

PBS NewsHour (N) 'TVG' Charlottes-
villeInsid 

The Art 
Scene (N) 

The Virginia Peanut 
Story 

Last Tan "A Police Search 
Begins for Alan" 'TV14' 

WPXW (66) 12 18 - - 
Chicago P.D. "Last 
Minute Resistance" 'TV14' 

Chicago P.D. "Grasping 
for Salvation" 'TV14' 

Chicago P.D. "Fagin"
'TV14' 

Chicago P.D. "Army of 
One" 'TV14' 

Chicago P.D. "Fork in the 
Road" 'TV14' 

      
    

TBS  24 56 34 34 
Family Guy 
'TV14' 

Family Guy 
'TV14' 

Bob'sBur-
gers 'TVPG' 

Bob'sBur-
gers 'TVPG' 

The Big 
Bang 'TVG' 

The Big 
Bang 'TV14'

The Big 
Bang 'TVPG'

The Big 
Bang 'TVG' 

The Big 
Bang 'TV14'

The Big 
Bang 'TV14' 

CSN  25 33 37 37 
To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be 

Announced 

ESPN  26 31 35 35 
SportsCenter (N) 'TVG' 30 for 30 A comprehensive look back at each chapter 

of former NFL quarterback Michael Vick's saga. 'TVG' 
30 for 30 A comprehensive look back at each chapter 
of former NFL quarterback Michael Vick's saga. 'TVG' 

PARMT  31 45 41 41 
Two and a 
Half 'TV14' 

Two and a 
Half 'TV14' 

Two and a 
Half 'TV14' 

Two and a 
Half 'TV14' 

"Four Brothers" (‘05) Tyrese Gibson, Mark Wahlberg. Four 
brothers reunite to track down their adoptive mother's killer. 'TV14' 

"The Italian 
Job" (‘03) 

TNT  34 52 40 40 
4: "Kong: 
Skull Islan... 

"Suicide Squad"  (‘16) A government official sends a team 
of supervillains to fight a new and powerful threat. 'TV14' 

Shaq Life
(N) 

Shaq Life
(N) 

"London Has Fallen" 
 (‘16) 'TVMA' 

SYFY  33 64 56 56 
4:15 
"Dante's... 

(:35) "Pitch Black"  (‘00) Marooned space travelers struggle for 
survival on a seemingly lifeless sun-scorched world. 'TV14' 

(:05) "Lake Placid" (‘99) A gigantic crocodile 
terrorizes a small Maine town. 'TVMA' 

USA  35 50 28 28 
Law & Order: S.V.U. "The 
Book of Esther" 'TV14' 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 'TV14' 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 'TV14' 

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit 'TV14' 

NCIS "Check" 'TV14' 

COMEDY  36 63 62 62 
(:15) Office 
'TV14' 

(:50) The Office 'TV14' (:25) Office
'TV14' 

The Office
'TV14' 

The Office
'TV14' 

The Office
'TV14' 

The Office
'TV14' 

The Office
'TV14' 

The Office 
'TV14' 

A&E  38 39 29 29 
60 Days In 'TV14' First 48 "A Killer Fight/ Do 

the Right Thing" 'TV14' 
The First 48 "Child's Play/ 
Bad Intentions" (N) 'TV14'

The First 48: C. "Murder 
in Treme" (N) 'TV14' 

60 Days In (N) 'TV14' 

AMC  39 71 55 55 
(5:30) "Gran Torino"  (‘08) Clint Eastwood. An 
old man tries to reform and protect a boy. 'TVMA' 

"U.S. Marshals" (‘98) Tommy Lee Jones, Wesley Snipes. A framed covert 
C.I.A. agent becomes a fugitive on the run from a U.S. Marshal. 'TVPG' 

LIFE  40 40 30 30 
Queens 
'TV14' 

Queens 
'TVPG' 

Queens 
'TV14' 

Queens
'TVPG' 

Queens
'TVPG' 

(:35) King of 
Queens 

(:05) King of 
Queens 

(:35) King of 
Queens 

(:05) King of 
Queens 

(:35) King of 
Queens 

CNBC  41 44 21 21 
Mad Money 'TVPG' CNBC Special Report

"Markets in Turmoil" 
Shark Tank 'TVPG' Shark Tank 'TVPG' Shark Tank 'TVPG' 

CNN  43 42 24 24 
The Situation Room With 
Wolf Blitzer 'TVG' 

OutFront 'TVG' Anderson Cooper 360
'TVG' 

Cuomo Prime Time
'TVPG' 

CNN Tonight With Don 
Lemon 'TVG' 

FNC  44 53 26 26 
Special Report With Bret 
Baier 'TVG' 

The Story 'TVG' Tucker Carlson Tonight
'TVG' 

Hannity 'TVPG' The Ingraham Angle 

NICK  45 36 45 45 
SpongeBob 
'TVG' 

SpongeBob 
'TVY' 

SpongeBob 
'TVG' 

SpongeBob
'TVG' 

To Be Announced Friends
'TVPG' 

Friends 
'TVPG' 

Freeform  46 35 42 42 
(5:00) "Dirty Dancing" 

 (‘87) 'TVPG' 
"Point Break" (‘91) Keanu Reeves, Patrick Swayze. Two FBI agents try to 
catch a ring of dangerous bank robbers who commit perfect robberies. 'TVMA' 

Siren "The Island" (N) 
'TV14' 

DISN  47 68 43 43 
(:05) BigCity 
'TVY7' 

(:35) Raven 
'TVG' 

(:05) Raven 
'TVG' 

(:35) Bunk'd
'TVG' 

Bunk'd
'TVG' 

:25 Bunk'd/ 
:50 Raven 

(:15) Raven
'TVG' 

(:40) Just 
Roll 'TVG' 

(:05) Gabby 
Duran 'TVG'

Coop & 
Cami 'TVG' 

DISC  48 38 47 47 
Naked and Afraid XL 
'TV14' 

Naked and Afraid XL
'TV14' 

Naked and Afraid XL
'TV14' 

Naked and Afraid XL
'TV14' 

Naked and Afraid XL 
'TV14' 

FOOD  50 72 60 60 
Beat Bobby 
Flay 'TVG' 

Beat Bobby 
Flay 'TVG' 

Beat Bobby 
Flay 'TVG' 

Beat Bobby 
Flay 'TVG' 

Restaurant "Saving a 
Piece of History" 'TVG' 

Restaurant: Impossible (N) 'TVG'

CMT  55 46 65 65 
Last Man 
St. 'TVPG' 

Last Man 
St. 'TVPG' 

Last Man 
St. 'TVPG' 

Last Man 
St. 'TVPG' 

The Golden 
Girls 'TVPG'

The Golden 
Girls 'TVPG'

The Golden 
Girls 'TVPG'

The Golden 
Girls 'TVPG'

The Golden 
Girls 'TVPG'

The Golden 
Girls 'TVPG' 

TLC  58 37 48 48 
600-lb Life "Aaron's Story" Aaron must learn to care 
for himself to avoid eating himself to death. 'TV14' 

600-lb At over 600-lbs, Dominic moves to Texas for 
help with his food addiction from Dr. Now. (N) 'TV14' 

Dr. Pimple "Where Are 
They Now: Yami" 'TV14' 

APL  61 60 46 46 
The Last Alaskans "Pray 
for Snow" 'TV14' 

The Last Alaskans "Race 
Against the Sun" 'TVPG' 

Last Alaskans As winter breaks, the families celebrate 
and Edna receives an unforgettable present. (N) 'TVPG'

Yukon Men "From the 
Ashes" 'TV14' 

MTV  63 48 63 63 
Jersey Shore: Family 
Vacation 'TV14' 

Jersey Shore: Family 
Vacation 'TV14' 

Jersey Shore: Family 
Vacation 'TV14' 

Busch
'TV14' 

Busch
'TV14' 

(:05) Ridicu.
'TV14' 

(:35) Ridicu. 
'TV14' 

BET  70 49 32 32 
"To Be Announced" "ATL" (‘06,Comedy) Evan Ross, Lauren London, 

T.I.. Friends prepare for life after high school. 'TVPG' 

ESPNC  723 - - - 
MLB Baseball Classics 1987 World Series Game 7 St. 
Louis Cardinals vs. Minnesota Twins 'TVG' 

MLB Baseball Classics Game 5 California vs 
Milwaukee 'TVG' 

MLB Baseball Classics 
N.Y. Y./L.A. D. 'TVG' 

WGN  - - - - 
Blue Bloods "Higher 
Education" 'TV14' 

Met Mother 
'TV14' 

Met Mother
'TV14' 

Met Mother
'TVPG' 

Met Mother
'TV14' 

Met Mother
'TV14' 

Met Mother
'TV14' 

Met Mother
'TV14' 

Met Mother 
'TV14' 

      
    

HBO  301 201 - 201 
(5:45) Lost 
Children 
'TVMA' 

(:50)  "Long Shot"  (2019,Comedy) Seth Rogen, June Diane 
Raphael, Charlize Theron. A Presidential candidate impulsively hires 
a childhood friend as her speechwriter. 'TV14' 

We're Here (N) 'TVMA' Westworld 'TVMA' 

MAX  320 266 - 268 
"Revolutionary Road"  (‘08) Leonardo 
DiCaprio. A picture-perfect couple grow increasingly 
unhappy with their lives in a 1950s suburb. 'TV14' 

"Collateral Beauty" (‘16) 'TVPG' (:40) "Enemy of the State"  (‘98) 
'TVMA' 

SHOW  340 221 - 221 
(:55) "Superbad"  (‘07) 'TVMA' (:50) Shameless "Frank 

the Plank" 'TVMA' 
(:50) Penny Dreadful LAPD detective 
Tiago Vega and his partner, Lewis 
Michener, investigate a murder. 'TVMA' 

Desus & 
Mero 
'TVMA' 

Californic-
ation 
'TVMA' 

STZ ENC  150 248 150 248 
(5:25) "The French 
Connection"  (‘71) 
'TVMA' 

(:10) "She's Having a Baby" (‘88) Kevin Bacon.
A newly married man feels trapped when he learns 
that he is going to be a father. 'TV14' 

"Vertical Limit" (‘00) Chris O'Donnell. A 
climber must rescue his sister from the top of K2, one 
of the world's biggest mountains. 'TV14' 

TMC  350 231 - 231 
(:15) "Peggy Sue Got Married"  (‘86) Kathleen 
Turner. A mother gets the chance to change her life 
when she travels back in time to high school. 'TVPG' 

"On the Basis of Sex" (‘18) Felicity Jones. A 
young woman fights to achieve equal rights for 
women on her path to the Supreme Court. 'TVPG' 

(:05) "Billy Elliot"  
(‘00) 'TV14' 

Sullivan Stapleton and Jaimie Alexander 
as seen in “Blindspot”

tonight on tv

7:00 a.m.
ESPN SportsCenter

8:00 a.m.
ESPN Get Up! (Live)
ESPNC MLB Baseball Classics New 

York Yankees at Los Angeles Dodgers 
-- 1981 World Series Game 4

10:00 a.m.
ESPN First Take (Live)
ESPNC MLB Baseball Classics 

Baltimore Orioles vs. Philadelphia 
Phillies -- 1983 World Series Game 3

NooN
ESPN SportsCent.
ESPNC MLB Baseball Classics Los 

Angeles Dodgers at New York 
Yankees -- 1981 World Series Game 
6

HBO Real Sports
1:00 p.m.

ESPN SportsCent.
2:00 p.m.

ESPN NFLLive (Live)
ESPNC MLB Baseball Classics 

Chicago Cubs vs. San Diego Padres -- 
1984 National League Championship 
Series Game 4

3:00 p.m.
CSN Don Dell Interview
ESPN NBA: The Jump

3:30 p.m.
CSN Sky Sports News
ESPN NFLLive

4:00 p.m.
ESPNC MLB Baseball Classics 

Kansas City Royals at New York 

Yankees -- 1976 American League 
Championship Series Game 5

4:30 p.m.
CSN Lunch Talk Live
ESPN NBA: The Jump

5:00 p.m.
ESPN SportsCent.

5:30 p.m.
CSN Redskins Nation

6:00 p.m.
ESPN SportsCent.
ESPNC MLB Baseball Classics St. 

Louis Cardinals vs. Minnesota Twins 
-- 1987 World Series Game 7

7:00 p.m.
ESPN 30 for 30

8:00 p.m.
ESPNC MLB Baseball Classics 

California Angels vs. Milwaukee 
Brewers -- 1982 American League 
Championship Series Game 5

9:00 p.m.
ESPN 30 for 30

10:00 p.m.
ESPNC MLB Baseball Classics New 

York Yankees at Los Angeles Dodgers 
-- 1981 World Series Game 3

11:00 p.m.
ESPN SportsCent.

11:30 p.m.
CSN Redskins Nation

midNight
CSN Sports Junkies
ESPN SportsCent.

sports today

Scan here 
for complete 
TV listings!

or visit tv.starexponent.com

CALL 540-825-0771 to start 
building a custom ad plan

StarExponent.com

Get your business in 
front of the community

has over 
490,000
 page views 
per month!

Birthdays, Engagements, Weddings, 
Anniversaries or In Memoriam

Share your special times!

Come by our 
office or call 
for details.

Rates as low as $25

122 West Spencer St., 
Culpeper, VA 22701

540-825-0771

entertainment A6
Thursday, april 30, 2020  |  sTarEXpONENT.COM

anytime, 
anywhere!

Introductory rate $3.95/month
Unlimited access to StarExponent.com 

and the e-edition of the newspaper

5 4 0 - 8 2 5 - 0 7 7 1

 All AccESS 
Digital Subscription!

Sign up 
for an

frontline workers.
Backing the community 

has always been a touch-
stone for how Moss does 
business and the commu-
nity has responded in turn, 
he said.

“Even through these tough 
times, the customers have 
showed up for us,” he said. 
“God has blessed us so far.”

Moss said they have been 
able to keep all of their staff 
working, including his two 
teenage children. He added 
he and his wife, Madga, 
are using the down time to 
spruce up their restaurants.

When they are able to re-
open the dining area, Moss 
said, it will have fewer tables: 
“We’re going to focus a while 
on our carryout and delivery, 
make sure people can get in 
and out quick,” he said.

Moss is staying positive in 

spite of an unknown future.
“Instead of saying, why is 

this happening and getting 
upset, we said, let’s innovate, 
adapt, change and come out 
of this stronger and more ef-
ficient,” he said.

Double whammy
The Virginia 30 Day Fund 

has helped sustain that at-
titude in the small business 
community and has been a 
lifeline for 18 Grams Coffee 
Lab on Waters Place, near the 
Culpeper Depot.

Owner Joe Coppola said 
he used the money to make 
payroll for his few employ-
ees.

“We’re not making enough 
to make payroll right now,” 
he said, noting he has had to 
dip into personal funds to 
keep the coffee and bike shop 
open.

Coppola said he can’t 
thank Snyder and the Vir-
ginia 30 Day Fund enough 
for their support. While 18 

Grams Coffee Lab is still do-
ing takeout, curbside pickup 
and delivery, having to close 
seating inside has had a ma-
jor impact. So has not being 
able to interact one-on-one 
with customers on the bi-
cycle side of the store.

“It’s two businesses in 
one—coffee and bike shop. 
That is down, being a fit 
shop—that is nonexistent 
because it has to be done in 
close proximity. It’s a double 
whammy,” Coppola said.

The Virginia 30-Day Fund 
grant will help keep the doors 
open until the end of May, he 
said. Coppola added that his 
landlord is working with him 
in deferring rent, but it’s no 
handout.

Part of the small busi-
ness program is paying it 
forward, Coppola said. To 
that end, when a customer 
purchases a bag of coffee at 
18 Grams, 100 percent of that 
money will go back to the 
30 Day Fund, he said. The 

store is open 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday 
and by appointment in the 
bike shop.

Helping hundreds 
of small businesses

Snyder said the program is 
meant to provide an imme-
diate boost while business 
owners wait for any federal 
relief bogged down in red 
tape.

“We want them to focus 
on taking care of their em-
ployees, No. 1, keep their 
health insurance, to be able 
to keep a handful of people 
on in these uncertain times,” 
he said.

Eligible businesses must 
employ three to 30 employ-
ees, be based in Virginia for 
at least a year and be owned 
and operated by a Virginia 
resident. Snyder expected 
they would have helped 120 
businesses by the end of the 
day on Wednesday.

The program currently 

has 753 open applications, he 
said, and has received more 
than $650,000 in donations: 
“I believe we will be able to 
fund hundreds of small busi-
nesses. We are just getting 
started.”

T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t 
va30dayfund.com takes less 
than 10 minutes to complete, 
Snyder said. Applicants 
should include a short video 
of themselves, preferably in-
side their business, explain-
ing why they qualify for the 
funds.

Word of the relief has cer-
tainly reached Culpeper, he 
said.

“Culpeper has been un-
believable what its business 
community has done and 
the leadership,” Snyder said 
of the more than half-dozen 
applications the program 
has received from the town. 
“Because of how tight the 
business community is.”

abrophy@starexponent.com 
540/825-4315

30 Day Fund
From Page A1

“It stands to reason as 
we see more and more 
cases in our district that 
a good percentage of 
these will be in people 
who have been working 
in some capacit y,” he 
said. “What is concern-
ing as we invest igate 
our positive cases is that 
a number of them in-
volve people who a re 
still working while sick, 
and transmitting to their 
workplace associates.”

Kartchner implored 
employers to make sure 
their policies do not pun-
ish employees for calling 
in sick.

“If you are sick, do not 
go to work,” he said. Be 
the one that breaks the 
chain,” he said.

abrophy@starexponent.com 
540/825-4315

Death
From Page A1



By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Capacity currently ex-
ceeds demand for COV-
ID-19 testing in the Rappa-
hannock-Rapidan Health 
District, according to a 
spokeswoman for the pub-
lic health department cov-
ering Culpeper, Fauquier, 
Madison, Orange and Rap-
pahannock counties.

Potential patients must 
know where to go for the 
test, however, or visit a doc-
tor who will direct them to 
the right place. Also those 
who undergo a test must 
meet certain health criteria 
in order to get one, at most 
sites. 

Culpeper resident Mar-
gery Barton met that crite-
ria in recently being test-
ed—twice—at MedExpress 
Culpeper, an experience 
she said was not pleasant, 

By MEL LEONOR, BRIDGET BALCH 
AND PAUL WHELAN

RiChmONd TimES-diSPATCh

Virginia will begin to lift 
public restrictions once 
t he percent of posit ive 
tests per day and hospital-
izations show sustained 
decline over 14 consecu-
tive days, state officials 
said Friday.

T h e  g u i d e l i n e s  a r e 
part of the state’s plan for 

emerging from the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, outlined 
by Gov. Ralph Northam 
amid calls for a return to 
normalcy by some in the 
business community and 
the GOP.

Northam said that while 
the spread of COVID-19 in 
Virginia is slowing down, 
cases are continuing to 
grow, meaning that the 

211 W EVANS STREET, CULPEPER 540-825-4440
www.ecflowersandgifts.com

Pick-up orders will be delivered curbside • Business orders will be dropped at the front desk.
Nursing homes & hospital deliveries will follow protocols set by the facility!

Send mom love this year through a beautiful bouquet of her favorite flowers.
Whether you live in Culpeper or across the country, choose Endless Creations for matchless quality and flawless beauty.

Mother’s Day is May 10At ENDLESS CREATIONS FLOWERS AND GIFTS, we want to assure you that we are taking every
precaution possible to ensure the health and safety of our clients, employees, and partners!

INSIDE: Find valuable coupons!Sports: Williams sent to 49ers during final day of draft, B1
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$2.00
WEATHER High: 64° low: 44° Forecast: A2
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» LIVING: in this week’s hometown Living, 
historic sites are giving would-be visitors a 
new way to explore the past without leaving 
the house. C1

» GRAduATIoN spEEcH:  
Grads won’t get the ceremony 
they were expecting, but Kaine 
aims to give them a stage. A2
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sANITIZER sHoRTAGE spuRs AdApTATIoN

LOCAL COVID-19  
TESTING CRITERIA RIGID, 
LIMITING TESTS GIVEN

By ALLISON BROPHy CHAMPION

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Belmont Farms Distillery of 
Culpeper County is doing a brisk 
business selling hand sanitizer 
made on site, shifting production 
from the moonshine it’s famous 
for during a season of global pan-
demic that is forcing all to adapt.

“We are making a lot of it,” said 
master distiller Chuck Miller, 
who owns and operates Belmont 
Farms with wife, Jeanette

“I thought maybe by now it 
would be calming down,” Miller 
said on Friday. “The phone is 
constantly ringing. We’re going to 
help save the world—get rid of the 
virus.”

The federal government said he 

could use the World Health Or-
ganization hand sanitizer recipe, 
so Miller is, and created a special 
product line to do so. The liquid 
is 75 percent alcohol or 150 proof.

“You wouldn’t want to drink 
that,” he said.

The highest proof moonshine 
produced from ethanol made 
from corn grown at Belmont, for 
comparison, is 110 proof—the Vir-
ginia Lightening and Tim Smith’s 
Climax, Miller said.

CBD and aloe vera infuse one 
holistic type of hand sanitizer the 
distiller said they can’t keep on the 
shelves.

“This is our special hand sani-
tizer made of course ethanol and 
other things needed to make anti-
septic hand sanitizer,” said Chuck 

Miller. “What’s so great about this 
is the aloe vera smooths your skin 
from the ethanol and the CDB 
cures what ails you so this is the 
one to get. It’s selling out as quick-
ly as I can make it,” he said. “I’m 
going to make another batch.”

When he can, the moonshiner 
said he hopes to start making 
moonshine again. It’s still for sale 
in the gift shop though all on-site 
tastings and special events are 
cancelled.

First responders get half off 
Belmont Farms hand sanitiz-
ers which the distiller has made 
donations of to a local firehouse. 
The product comes in 6-ounce, 
8-ounce, 10-ounce, gallon and 

Moonshiners put 
still to work for crisis

FiLE / CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Belmont Farms Master Distiller Chuck Miller is now using his old copper still to make hand sanitizer, like hundreds 
of other distillers across the county as demand has skyrocketed for anything that will kill the COVID-19 virus.

Tests available 
exceed demand

Northam outlines plan 
for reopening the state

BOB BROWN

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam answers a reporter’s ques-
tion during his press briefing in Richmond on Friday, April 24.

By CLINT SCHEMMER

CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Members of the Com-
memorative Air Force‘s 
Capital Wing, based in Cul-
peper, are offering a unique 
donation program for resi-
dents of the mid-Atlantic 
states.

Called “BarterDon,” it’s a 
way for aviation-minded in-

dividuals to support these 
flying history buffs and for 
the Capital Wing to give 
back to its communities.

With airshows cancelled 
across the nation due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 
all-volunteer wing is receiv-
ing no revenue. Normally, 
its historic aircraft would 
be appearing and flying at 
“warbird” shows.

“Capital Wing members 
have volunteered their time 

By BRIDGET BALCH

RiChmONd TimES-diSPATCh

For the doctors treating 
the hundreds of patients 
who are hospitalized for 
COV ID-19 i n V i rg i n ia, 
there’s no playbook. The 
disease that has spread 
rapidly across the world—
kil ling hundreds in the 
s t a t e  a n d  m o r e  t h a n 
200,00 worldw ide—has 

no known treatment, so 
COVID-19 has presented 
a unique challenge to the 
doctors faced with saving 
l ives aga inst a most ly-
unknown enemy.

But, in an effort to dis-
cover treatments, medical 
researchers in the state 
have dropped everything 
to ramp up experimental 
clinical trials that many be 

Va. doctors are trying to 
find COVID-19 treatment

Wingmen offer 
work for donations
CuLpEpER-bASED  
CApITAL WING pRESENTS 
GIVING OppORTuNITy

JOhN LACKEY

Lee Fox, a member of the Commemorative Air Force’s Capital 
Wing, organized a ‘COVID Flight’ flyover in Fredericksburg.

See TESTING, Page A8

See SANITIzER, Page A5
See CAPITAL WING, Page A8

See TREATMENT, Page A2See PHASE ONE, Page A2
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1776 Little Fork
Preservation Foundation

A Little Heart
Aging Together

Allegro Community Music
School

Alzheimer’s Association Central
and Western Virginia Chapter

Arc of North Central VA
Be the Change Foundation

Belle Meade Montessori School
Benevolence United

BiPolar Aware
Blue and Red Santa Project

Blue Ridge Ballers
Blue Ridge Chorale of Culpeper

Bluemont Concert Series
Books On the Bus

Boys & Girls Club of Madison
Boys & Girls Clubs of Fauquier

Brandy Station Foundation
Brandy Station Volunteer Fire

Department
Brighter Communities

Bull Run Mountains
Conservancy

Bwell Today for Tomorrow
Career Partners Inc
Carried to Full Term

CASA Children’s Intervention
Services

Castleton Community Volunteer
Fire Company

Castleton Festival
Chapman - Beverley Mill

Christ-Centered Addiction
Restoration Services

Citizens for Fauquier County
Clifton Institute

Come As You Are
Community Music School of the

Piedmont
Community Touch
Cornerstone Cares

Covenant Christian Academy
Crisis Pregnancy Center of

Prince William County
Culpeper Air Fest Foundation

Culpeper Band Boosters
Culpeper Baptist Child
Development Center

Culpeper Christian School
Culpeper County Humane

Society
Culpeper Felines & Friends

Culpeper Fiesta
Culpeper Housing

and Shelter Services
Culpeper Literacy Council

Culpeper Recreation
Foundation.

Culpeper Renaissance
Culpeper Soccer Club

Culpeper Winter Heat Shelter
Culpeper Young Life
Culpeper Young Life

disAbility Resource Center
DOGS-East

Earth Village Education
Empowering Culpeper USDA

Food Distribution
Experience Old Town Warrenton

Families4Fauquier
Family Futures

Fauquier CADRE
Fauquier Community Action

Committee
Fauquier Community Band

Fauquier Community Child Care
Fauquier Community Food Bank

& Thrift Store
Fauquier Community Theatre

Fauquier Cops For Children
Fauquier County 4-H

Fauquier Education Farm
Fauquier Excellence in

Education
Fauquier Family Shelter Services

Fauquier FISH
Fauquier Free Clinic

Fauquier Habitat for Humanity
Fauquier Heritage &

Preservation Foundation
Fauquier High School Band

Fauquier History Museum at the
Old Jail

Fauquier SPCA
Fauquier Sports Foundation

Fauquier Youth Livestock
Advisory Council

Finley’s Green Leap Forward
Foothills Forum

For The Cats’ Sake
Forgotten Felines of Culpeper
Fresta Valley Christian School
Friends of Sky Meadows State

Park
Friends of the Culpeper County

Library
Friends of the Fauquier Library
Friends of the Rappahannock

Friends of The Rappahannock
County Library

Friends of the Warrenton
Cemetery

Front Royal Christian School
Furnish a Home Again

George Washington Carver
Agriculture Research Center

Girls on the Run Piedmont
Goose Creek Association

Greater Piedmont Trauma
Informed Community Network

Green Bow Foundation
Habitat for Humanity of

Culpeper County
Headwaters

Healthy Culpeper
Healthy Culpeper After School

Arts Program
Hearthstone School

Hero’s Bridge

Highland School
Hope’s Legacy Equine Rescue

Hospice of the Piedmont
Hospice Support

John Jackson Piedmont Blues
Festival

Just Ask Trafficking Prevention
Foundation

Kid Pan Alley
Land Trust of Virginia

Law Explorers
Leadership Fauquier
Learning Starts Early

Legal Aid Works
LFCC Educational Foundation

Literacy Council of Madison
County

Little Fork Volunteer Fire &
Rescue Company

Living Sky Foundation
Madison Choral Society

Madison Community Cats
Madison County Education

Foundation, Inc.
Madison County Library

Madison County Lions Club
Madison Free Clinic

Madison Learning Center
Marshall Volunteer Fire and

Rescue Department
McShin Foundation

Mental Health Association of
Fauquier

MESA
Middleburg Humane Foundation

Mosby Heritage Area

Association
Mountain Laurel Montessori

School
Mountain Vista Governor’s

School Foundation
Mountainside Montessori

Museum of Culpeper History
Museum of Hounds and Hunting

North America
National Alliance on Mental

Illness
National Capital Lyme Disease

Association
National Multiple Sclerosis

Society - Central VA
Native Wildlife Rescue, Inc

Nirvana Ridge Ferret Rescue

Northern Piedmont Community
Foundation

Northern VA 4-H Educational &
Conference Center

Operation First Response
Pathways

Paws For Seniors
People for Pets Foundation
People Helping People of

Fauquier County
People Inc. of Virginia

Piedmont Area Soap Box Derby
Foundation

Piedmont Community
Resources United to Stop

Heroin
Piedmont Dispute Resolution

Center
Piedmont Environmental

Council
Piedmont Symphony Orchestra

Piedmont United Way
Pregnancy Centers of Central

Virginia
Rainbow Therapeutic Riding

Center
Rapp at Home

Rapp Center for Education
Rapp Nature Camp

Rappahannock Animal Welfare
League

Rappahannock Association for
Arts and Community

Rappahannock Benevolent
Fund, Inc.

Rappahannock Citizens for
Community Empowerment

Rappahannock County 4-H/VTF

Rappahannock County Farm Tour
Rappahannock County Garden

Club
Rappahannock County High

School Band Boosters
Rappahannock County Lions

Club Foundation
Rappahannock County Park

Foundation
Rappahannock Culpeper

Baseball
Rappahannock Food Pantry

Rappahannock Historical
Society

Rappahannock League for
Environmental Protection
Rappahannock Rapidan

Community Services
RappCats

RappFLOW
Relay For Life of Rappahannock

County
Resurrection Dignity

RideFauquier
Rural Madison

Salvation Army of the VA
Piedmont

SCORE Central Virginia
Scrabble School Preservation

Foundation
Semper K9 Assistance Dogs
Services To Abused Families

Sex, Drugs & God
Shenandoah National Park Trust

Single Mothers United
Skyline Community Action

Partnership
Smart Beginnings

Rappahannock Area
Souls In Harmony

Special Olympics Virginia
Special Olympics Virginia Area

27
Sperryville Volunteer Rescue

Squad
Spiritual Care Support Ministries

SpiritWorks Foundation
St. Michael’s Academy

StreamSweepers
Support Hoover Ridge

Taj Global Understanding
The Arts & Culture Center in

Culpeper
The Child Care & Learning Center

The Cold War Museum
The Fauquier Hospital Auxiliary

The Free Clinic of Culpeper
The Gloria Faye Dingus Music

Alliance
Toys For Tots

Verdun Adventure Bound
Virginia STEM

Virginia Working Landscapes
Voltran

Wakefield Country Day School
Warrenton Antiquarian Society

Warrenton Chorale
Warrenton Pregnancy Center

Washington Area Animal
Adoption Group

Washington Volunteer Fire and
Rescue

Windmore Foundation for the
Arts

WPRZ / Praise Communications
Young Life Fauquier County

THANK YOU TO
OUR SPONSORS!

PATH Founation • Steven Rodgers Family Foundation Fund • Nancy and Michael Baudhuin Foundation Fund • The Red Oak Fund • Marshall Doeller Family Foundation Fund • Linda and
William Dietel Fund • Oak View National Bank • Chemung Contracting and Cedar Mt. Stone • Atlantic Union Bank • Lee Highway Nursery • Clevengers Corner • McClanahan Camera

community / nEWS

Tree trimming this 
week on South East 
Street

The Town of Culpeper 
Light & Power Department 
is scheduled to perform 
emergency tree removal 
on South East Street from 
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. start-
ing on Monday, April 27, 
weather permitting.

Remov i ng de ad t re e 
limbs creating a falling 
safety issue will be the fo-
cus of the operation in old 
town Culpeper. A safety 
work zone will require tem-
porary closure of the South 
East Street corridor from 
Asher Street to Chandler 
Street. Advanced warning 
signs along with a detour 
will be displayed in this 
area assisting with the traf-
fic flow through the work 
area, according to a light & 
power news release.

Motorists should expect 
delays, are encouraged to 
take alternate routes and 
to pay attention to chang-
ing work zone conditions. 
For information, contact 
540/825-8165.

FamilyFest:  
Yoga Night on 
Facebook Live

S t .  A n n e ’s - B e l f i e l d 
School of Charlottesville 
will host a virtual install-
ment of FamilyFest: Yoga 
Nig ht at 5 : 30 p.m. t h is 
Tuesday, April 28.

School teacher and yoga 
i nst r uctor L ea h Mont-
gomer y w i l l  w a l k pa r-
ticipants through a free, 
short session designed for 
individuals and families 
on Facebook Live at the 
St. Anne’s-Belfield School 

page. No experience neces-
sary. All are welcome.

Fauquier Health 
physicians, patients 
using telemedicine

Fauquier Health phy-
sicia n cl inics have im-
plemented telemedicine 
capabilities following un-
precedented expansion 
of such services under the 
Trump administration, ac-
cording to a health system 
news release.

For patients who meet 
certain criteria, Fauquier 
Health providers are work-
ing around the clock to 
offer services by phone or 
video conferencing.

Dr. Brian DeCastro with 
Fauquier Health Urology 
said the practice has suc-
cessfully conducted sev-
eral such visits.

We have to get creative 
in t hese unique t imes. 
Telehealth is an excellent 
way to keep providing the 
care that is needed for the 
patients. It keeps the pro-
viders and patients from 
unnecessary exposure to 
COV ID-19,” he said in a 
statement. “In the end it 
can also help patients stay 
away from unnecessary 
hospital and emergency 
room visits. We are cur-
rently offering same day 
visits.”

Telehealth is a lso be-
coming an integral part 
for internal medicine and 
family practice.

“This technology will al-
low our older patients, who 
are at higher risk, to have 
virtual house calls without 
needing transportation,” 
said Dr. Joseph David with 
Piedmont Internal Medi-
cine. “For our patients who 
a re com mut ing, it w i l l 

allow them to have care 
without having to lose time 
from work. Once we work 
through the growing pains 
we w il l wonder how we 
managed without it.”

Patients should call their 
doctor’s office to set up a 
telehealth appointment. 
Then he or she would call 
back at the scheduled time, 
get “checked in” by a nurse 
or of f ice ma nager a nd 
transferred to the provider 
for t he ca l l or t wo-way 
video.

Patients who are con-
cerned they may be expe-
riencing symptoms of CO-
VID-19 are encouraged to 
consider telemedicine ap-
pointments to help further 
reduce the spread of the 
respiratory virus, accord-
ing to Fauquier Health. 
Leveraging telemedicine 
also conserves personal 
protective equipment and 
other clinical resources 
needed when treating a 
pat ient w ith suspected 
COVID-19 in a clinic or hos-
pital setting.

community briEfS

CulpEpEr TOuriSM dEparTMEnT

The Culpeper Police Department, Culpeper Media Network and 
Mayor Michael Olinger collaborated Thursday night to light blue the 
Culpeper Reel LOVEWorks in honor of all the front-line heroes bat-
tling the coronavirus pandemic.

Loving thoSE on thE front LinES

gEt LiStEd
Submitting announce-
ments, news and  
upcoming events
Have an item you want to 
include on the community 
page? Keep it to 50 words 
for calendar; 100 for news 
and submit by 5 p.m. 
Tuesday
Email: news@starex-
ponent.com or events@
StarExponent.com 
Fax: 540/ 825-0778,  
attn: Events
Mail or in person:
attn: Events 
Culpeper Star-Exponent 
122 W. Spencer Street,
Culpeper, Va 22701

gEt thE LAtESt cuLPEPEr nEWS  
onLinE At www.starexponent.com

five-gallon containers and 
is available for pickup on 
site 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues-
day through Saturday.

“Come to the gift shop 
and we’ll take care of you. 
We have alcohol for your 
hands and to drink,” Miller 
said.

Smith, whose Climax is 
made on site at the Culpep-
er County distillery, noted 
of the shift in production, 
“Because the coronavirus 
came out, there was a big 
demand for it so we flipped 
the thing over a little bit, 
started making moonshine 
and hand sanitizer.”

Belmont Farms is using 
its old copper still to manu-
facture the stuff crucial to 
stemming the spread of 
COVID-19, said Jeannette 
Miller. It’s a trend being 
seen nationwide as dis-
tilleries respond to a novel 
demand.

“Chuck made hand sani-

tizer because there was an 
urgent need for it and the 
federal government said 
we could make it with our 
spirits,” Jeanette said in an 
email. “We can make the 
hand sanitizer until the end 
of the year.”

T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t , 
in business since 1988, 
opened for the 2020 season 
on April 9, but the pan-
demic has certainly had an 
impact, she said.

“I had six different events 
scheduled for this year. 
We have already missed 
some and don’t know for 
sure when we can have 
gatherings here with large 
crowds,” she said.

Chuck Miller said they 
are open though and can 
stay open as long as they are 
making the hand sanitizer: 
“We’re essential,” he said.

An estimated 750 dis-
ti l leries nationwide are 
producing hand sanitizer 
in these times, according to 
the Distilled Spirits Council 
of the U.S. Last month, the 
council launched an online 
portal of distillers helping 

to solve the national hand 
sanitizer shortage.

“The nation’s distilled 
spirits industry is mobiliz-
ing to aid our communities, 
hospitals and first respond-
ers during this time of cri-
sis,” said Chris Swonger, 
President and CEO of the 
Distilled Spirits Council of 
the United States, in a state-
ment. “This is not only the 
right thing to do for their 
communities, but it also 
allows some of these craft 
distilleries to keep their 
stills going, maintain their 
employees and stay afloat 
during this crisis.”

The portal is acting as a 
conduit between distilled 
spir its ma nufacturers, 
related industry suppliers 
and distr ibution chan-
nels. It will also connect 
distillers wanting to make 
hand sanitizer with those 
who can provide key in-
gredients, supplies such 
as bottles and labels, and 
companies that can help 
distribute sanitizer.

abrophy@starexponent.com
540/ 825-4315

Sanitizer
From Page A1
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