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STAUNTON — Alison May never
imagined this happening. 

She’s jobless and steps away from
being without a place to live. 

“I’m not able to make ends meet right
now,” she said.

May recently lost her job at Hops
Kitchen inside Basic City Beer Company
in Waynesboro due to the COVID-19 out-
break. Her boss gave her food, which
was distributed to all the employees, but
now she’s without pay and struggling to
figure out how to pay rent on her
Waynesboro apartment. 

“I was one month behind in rent, now
I’m two, so I’m very concerned with
that, honestly,” she said. “I would have
nowhere for me and my pups to go
should we be evicted.”

May was banking on her tax return to
play catch up, but now that money is go-
ing to have to go towards food and other
necessities. 

“It’s extremely stressful,” she said. “I
have loved my job with great intensity
since the day I started with them, so los-
ing that at this time was just devastat-
ing.”

May applied for unemployment last
Wednesday and still hasn’t heard back. 

Others are in the same boat — their
jobs are nearly nonexistent due to the
outbreak.

Lauren Boyd can’t do her job being six
feet away from her clients. She’s a hair-
dresser in Waynesboro at Harris and Co.
Salon in downtown. 

She’s mentally preparing for the
worst — not being able to pay her bills.

“(I’m) between the depressed and ac-
cepting stages ... trying to keep the daily
as normal as I can for my son, while
mentally preparing for the worst,” she
said.

Boyd rents a booth at the salon and
she stopped working March 15. She lives
with her significant other in Waynes-
boro with their young son. They don’t
have much in savings, but her house-
hold had two incomes so they get by.
She has no sick days or vacation day to
help pad the rest of this uncertain time. 

Boyd can’t apply for unemployment
— since she’s self-employed and files a
1099 form.

According to the Virginia Employ-
ment Commission, sometimes an em-
ployer classifies workers as contractors
instead of employees (say you file a 1099
form). Those contractors are responsi-

ble for paying their own payroll taxes
and are not eligible for unemployment
insurance if their services aren’t need-
ed.

Chief Workforce Development Advi-
sor Megan Healy said that the state
wants online claims to go through their
portal at vec.virginia.gov/. She encour-
aged people to apply, even if they aren’t
sure if they qualify because the rules
changing so rapidly.

“So if you are denied, we’re going to
keep that data,” Healy said. “So if the
rules change from the Department of
Labor, then we can also start going back
and issuing folks’ checks.”

Although her partner can work from
home, things will be “up in the air” after
this month in terms of finances.

“We will be OK for now, but not for
long if I can’t go back to work,” she said. 

She’s tried offering a 15% discount for
prepaid services to all of her customers
who’s appointments have been com-
promised by this situation.

“Some have obliged ... not many,” she
said.

Andrew Gilford is a full-time wed-
ding photographer. The past week he
spent draining some of his savings to

pay for cancellations. 
“I could have $15,000 in my account

but if eight people cancel, I owe them
$1,000 each,” he said. “If people start
cancelling altogether, refunds will have
to be made. That’ll quickly cut away at
the savings as well.”

His wife, who is a full-time physical
therapist student at Murphy Deming
College of Health Sciences at Mary
Baldwin University, doesn’t work. 

“She feels awful that she can’t help
with finances,” he said. 

They have a good bit saved up, but he
said that would only last three to four
months if all the other weddings he had
booked start canceling. The main prob-
lem is much like Boyd, Gilford can’t ap-
ply for unemployment.

So Gilford is finding other ways to
make ends meet, like online classes for
fellow photographers and a podcast.

He’s been offering past and upcom-
ing clients with deals on raw footage.

“Basically, everything I film from the
wedding is put on a hard drive and the
price is currently extremely discount-
ed,” he said. “I’ve had six people in the
last week purchase that, which makes
up for the one refund I’ve already given.”

Landlords in a tough spot

Jack Holt owns the Morrison Build-
ing on the corner of Church and Bever-
ley streets in Staunton and has given
some thought to the potential problem
his tenants are facing.

“Here’s what I can tell you now. I real-
ize that it is a possibility. If it comes to
pass, I’ll make a decision on a case-by-
case basis. I will certainly be lenient.”

The Holt family have their own ex-
penses, he says. And he doesn’t take
money out of the Morrison Building. He
used the income from tenants to oper-
ate it.

“I can’t forgive everybody’s rent and
keep paying mortgage payments, utility
payments, tax payments.”

He thinks this will be the universal
response from landlords facing this sit-
uation.

“I think that I would have compas-
sion for anybody that is out of work and
was unable to pay their rent,” said Holt.

If someone was a good tenant, he
might be more lenient given their rental
history versus someone who wasn’t a
responsible tenant in the past.

“I could be pretty compassionate
about forgiving lateness,” said Holt. “It
would be more difficult for me about for-
giving payment.”

What about the Holt family and their
own home?

“The holder of my mortgage is also a
compassionate person,” Holt said. “If I
got behind, I imagine he would give me
some forgiveness time-wise, but not
bottom line wise.”

Holt has three apartments occupied
by people who could find themselves
unemployed in the next few months, he
said. He also has commercial space on
the ground level.

“If they close their doors, then I sup-
pose they won’t pay their rent,” he said.

“We just take it a day at a time, and
we make the best decision when we
need to with the data that we have at the
time.”

Marc Borzelleca owns two long-term
rentals and three furnished rentals
(rented through AirBNB mostly) in
Staunton. He said that his long-term
tenants seem to be alright for now — one
is a teacher and the other is retired. He
continues to pay the mortgage on that
house where the two people rent, so he
feels things will remain unchanged with
that property. 

“If they came to me and said they 

Valley workers struggle with rent
Laura Peters and Monique Calello
Staunton News Leader
USA TODAY NETWORK

A recently unemployed white collar working sitting outside a building.
GETTY IMAGES
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Millions of jobs will be lost by this
summer, according to a study by the
Economic Policy Institute. 

Thousands of people are without
work in Virginia due to the coronavirus
outbreak. 

“About 40,000 people have filed for
unemployment, just last week,” Gov.
Ralph Northam said in a press confer-
ence Monday. “That number will unfor-
tunately, go up.”

Unemployment claims in Virginia
from last week were 46,885, up from the
previous week of 2,706 claims. 

As of January, the unemployment
rate for Virginia is 2.7%, according to the
Virginia Employment Commission. Au-
gusta County sits at 2%, Staunton at
2.2% and Waynesboro at 2.5%. 

According to Greg Hitchin, director of
Economic Development and Tourism
for the City of Waynesboro, last week
and into earlier this week Waynesboro’s
unemployment numbers were still
around 3%. 

“The published numbers are not live
and lag reality,” he said. “We fully expect
that number to go up especially with the
executive order with closings.”

Augusta County Economic Develop-
ment Director Rebekah Castle said the
data she has says the county is still at
2%.

“I imagine with the amount of unem-
ployment claims they’re processing at
the moment, it may be some time before
they can update to reflect the current
situation,” she said. 

According to household survey data
in January, the labor force expanded for
the 19th consecutive month by 0.2%,
setting a new record high of 4.5 million,
the VEC said. The number of unem-
ployed residents at that time fell by 282.

With current unemployment num-

bers going up drastically within the
past week and a half, it’s hard to equa-
te what that number is for the area and
the state.

The EPI study suggests that Vir-
ginia will see 4% job loss in the total
private sector, which amounts to near-
ly 134,663 jobs — 24.6% of that are jobs
in the leisure, hospitality and retail in-
dustry. 

Those numbers were found by three
measures to project job loss:

❚ One that distributes the national
estimate based on each state’s share of
total private employment

❚ One based instead on their share
of leisure, hospitality and retail em-
ployment.

❚ The average of those two mea-
sures

Goldman Sachs forecasts that the
United States economy will contract
by 2.5% over the first half of this year
— which is translated into an approxi-
mate loss of 3 million jobs by June.

The study said a forecast from
Deutsche Bank, and in line with pro-
jections from JPMorgan, suggests that
7.5 million jobs will be lost by the sum-
mer.

Figuring those two stats, the study
predicted a state-level impact of loses
using the midpoint of an estimated
5.25 million jobs lost.

“The coronavirus shock that is
causing this recession is broad-based;
the effects will likely be felt in every in-
dustry and geography,” the study said.
“Still, workers in certain industries will
be disproportionately affected — in
particular, workers in food service, ac-
commodations and brick-and-mortar
retail.”

States such as Florida, Hawaii and
Nevada will have its industries hit
hard, the study said.

Maryland had a projected job loss at
4.1% and West Virginia at 4.3%.

Study: Virginia unemployment 
to nearly double by the summer
Laura Peters
Staunton News Leader
USA TODAY NETWORK

Data site Unacast.com created an
interactive scoreboard showing how
well the country is doing at social dis-
tancing. Virginia overall received a B,
our area, much lower.

As of Wednesday, Augusta County
scored an F, Staunton a C and Waynes-
boro a B.

“According to the World Health Or-
ganization and the CDC, social dis-
tancing is currently the most effective
way to slow the spread of COVID-19,”
the site said. “We created this interac-
tive scoreboard, updated daily, to em-
power organizations to measure and
understand the efficacy of social dis-
tancing initiatives at the local level.
Please scroll down and explore the da-
ta — the more we all understand, the
more lives we can save together.”

This is how scoring works:
❚ A: more than a 40% decrease
❚ B: 30 to 40% decrease
❚ C: 20 to 30% decrease
❚ D: 10 to 20% decrease
❚ F: less than a 10% decrease or in-

crease
Unacast uses the number of report-

ed cases, sourced from the Corona Da-
ta Scrapper, to show correlation with
changes in behavior over time, its site
said. 

The data is collected from games,
shopping and other apps that people
have installed on their smartphones,
according an article by the Washing-
ton Post. Unacast normally uses that
data for real estate, marketing, tour-
ism and more according to its website. 

Unacast’s “Real World Graph”
shows human activity using just six
different kinds of calculations. Un-
acast’s analytics team correlates and

sequences these calculations to help
answer common and uncommon busi-
ness questions, its website said.

Here are the following calculations: 
❚ Capture Rate — How many people

in your area visit your venue?
❚ Catchment Area — Where are your

visitors coming from?
❚ Cross-Visitations — Where else do

your visitors go?
❚ Dwell Time — How long do your

visitors stay at your venue?
❚ Foot Traffic — How many people

are near your venue?
❚ Visits — How many people spend

time at your venue?
Check out the interactive scoreboard

here.
Have a news tip? 
You can reach reporter Laura Peters

at lpeters@newsleader.com. Follow her
@peterslaura.

How are we doing with
social distancing?
Laura Peters
Staunton News Leader
USA TODAY NETWORK Unacast’s “Real

World Graph” shows
human activity
using just six
different kinds of
calculations.
Unacast’s analytics
team correlates and
sequences these
calculations to help
answer common and
uncommon business
questions.
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these changes in a responsible manner.
MICHAEL NEILSON Staunton

Use this pause in regular life to
explore, embrace

We are all grounded! We do not need
to be “flying around.” It is OK to slow
down. Time is a gift. Unwrap it, explore
it, and embrace it.

We’ve “caught” time to do those
things we put off. Clean a shelf, clear a
closet, straighten the garage, paint the
room, varnish the door, polish the fix-
tures, read something! Mend what is not
intact, write a letter, play a musical in-
strument! Go for a walk, bake cookies,
create your own recipe! Take time to
take time to listen, to be patient. Learn!

Take care of what you have and real-
ize a deeper appreciation for small luxu-
ries of life. Use discipline during this
time from our usual “flighty” schedules
to use what we have and do what we can
to stay in touch while apart, to bring out
our best.

It is back to basics: “Say, “yes”, “thank
you” and “please”’; cover when you
yawn, cough, or sneeze!” Stop. Look. Be
mindful of nature’s beauty as well as the
many people we encounter daily and
how they affect us. Be aware of how we
affect one another. Be a good contagion!
Wear a smile – it is contagious – and it is
the lift we need to soar!

VICTORIA PARKINSON Fort Defiance

Staunton candidates must respect
constituents

The Queen City needs a new direc-
tion and now is the time we must make
this change. Council member Brenda
Mead’s letter to the editor on behalf of
the council proves exactly this.

Current council has chosen four can-
didates that meet their ideology and are
trying to sell it to us behind the mask of
unity. They are actually ostracizing in-
cumbent member Andrea Oakes be-
cause she would not adhere to their
views.

This council will not have forums to
listen to the citizens and now they have
the audacity to tell us who to vote for. It
is time for the citizens of Staunton to tell
them we do have a voice and a brain.

We need change and candidates that
actually respect their constituents. Our
city needs to grow economically and we
need to get our educational priorities in
order. The path our city has taken needs
to be altered with new leadership. I can
see this redirection with votes for Steve
Claffey, Mark Robertson and Amy Dar-
by. Plus, Andrea definitely gets my vote. 

MARNIE SHEETS Staunton

Until now, I had faith in our
government

A letter to Rep. Ben Cline: My daugh-
ter is a nurse at U.Va. Health. As the hos-
pital prepares for a surge of COVID-19
patients, the staff lacks protective
equipment. She has three N95 masks to
last the duration. I worry about her safe-
ty. Loss of retirement savings in mere
days and coping with our own “at risk”
status adds to my anxiety.

I have lived through other crises: po-
lio and flu epidemics, a missile crisis,
Vietnam, assassinations, Watergate,
the oil crisis, a nuclear accident, stagfla-
tion, recession and the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks. Until now, I had faith in our gov-
ernment. The president put the national
interest first, told the truth, calmed the
people and led the way. From that first
polio shot to President Bush calming the
nation after 9/11, I had confidence in the
government to use its power to achieve a
positive good.

No longer. President Trump ignores
the threat of COVID 19. He continues to
put his own interest above the nation’s.
Talk of China virus, untested miracle
drugs, bad reporters and non-existent
medical tests and supplies is designed
to delude, to make him the hero in our
tragedy. He invoked but has not execut-

ed the Defense Production Act. Why?
Because that would actually require ac-
tion not “acting”.

The Republican Party squandered its
political capital demonizing govern-
ment. Contemptuous voters wanted to
“blow it up” and “turn it upside down.”
So here we are. defenseless, gaslighted,
in crisis, looking to the government for
the answer, aware now that there are
some things so grave that only the pow-
er of the government can make it right.

Mr. Cline, consider that Americans
had an experience with the Vietnam
War. Whether or not they served, knew
someone who served, defended or pro-
tested, they could not escape the war. It
brought down two presidents, grew na-
tional debt, staggered national confi-
dence and led to division and distrust in
government.

We are all having our experience with
COVID-19. We are isolated in our homes,
waiting to get sick or losing someone we
love, our future uncertain. Beware of
history.

JUDITH S. SIMMONS Churchville

Social distancing too stressful to
continue

To all policy makers, please lift the
restrictions on public gatherings and
open back up schools. After a week of
increasing degrees of “social distanc-
ing,” we have seen such a dramatic hit to
our economy that I don’t believe it is
worth it anymore. While we should pro-
tect as many Americans as possible, we
have to ask who needs help the most
right now? The small, unknown per-
centage that will die from the corona vi-
rus or the over 90 percent of Americans
who will face an unrivaled depression?

Mentally, we are also exhausted. I
have been living with a knot in my stom-
ach with vacillating concerns over the
health of my aging parents and my chil-
dren to our financial future as a family
and a town. 

In the last week, we don’t know any-
thing new about this virus. Just more
fear. More uncertainty. Let us get back
to work, to school, to soccer practice and
Friday’s out for pizza. Let us go on with
our lives and if tough times are ahead,
we can weather them. Together. Not so-
cially apart.

MORGAN SIMPSON Staunton

During crisis, life essentials need
to be free

It seems to me to help us all get
through this crises we need stop think-
ing about making money during it.
There will be time to recoup after we get
through this.

If a company can make masks and
protective gear and tests for the virus,
then they owe it to the country to do it at
no cost. The materials needed for this to
be provided by the companies that have
them at no cost. Companies that can
produce ventilators or repair them or
provide the parts to get them working,
do this at no cost. Trucking companies
that get essential items where they are
needed, do this at no cost, same for
emergency vehicles. Oil companies pro-
vide fuel to truckers and emergency ve-
hicles at no cost. Get the picture? We are
all working now for our lives and coun-
try.

Every worker needed to any essential
jobs from the grocery store to the hospi-
tals needs to use protection to accom-
plish this feat. All workers need testing.

Hospitals need the best protective
coverings and equipment to help all who
contract the virus and experience se-
vere symptoms. We shouldn’t be forcing
doctors to decide who gets help.

If you aren’t part of the workforce
then you stay home. Keep the distance
when getting groceries or medicines. At
home, wash hands frequently, use san-
itizers and disinfectants.

Whether working or staying home,
all utility companies, including cable,
satellite, phones (landlines and cell)
and internet companies continue to
provide services at no cost with no cut
offs.

All mortgages, auto and personal
loans suspended or deferred without

penalties automatically. Apartment
complexes and private rentals too, no
rents no evictions. Insurance compa-
nies, no cancellations of policies, only
immediate need and essential claims
paid during crisis. Pharmaceuticals and
insurance, all medications at no charge,
mail orders too, with no cost or co-pays.
Basically, removing most bills from
needy American for two months and is-
suing stimulus checks should get us the
supplies and time to fight. We concen-
trate on building the economy after the
war on this virus. If we all do our part, no
one loses.

VAL SMITH Staunton

Don’t publish headlines about
hospital limitations

Regarding Wednesday’s headline
“Regional hospitals will run out of beds,”
I think this headline is unnecessary
with regard to informing your readers as
to the Covid-19 virus. I find it highly in-
flammatory if not completely wrong. To
someone only reading the headline and
not the entire article, it is very mislead-
ing.

Toward the end of the article it states
that it is based on 20 percent of the pop-
ulation being affected. Nowhere do we
have one in five people affected, not
even in the epidemic centers such as
New York City. It also says the 20 per-
cent is more than double what the tradi-
tional flu affects. We have been told that
the Covid-19 while being deadly is not as
contagious as the normal flu. Therefore I
believe your 20 percent is way off base.

I have a father in-law that is in a nurs-
ing/rehabilitation center. He was told
that 20 people died in a nursing home in
Washington from this virus and that the
virus is now spreading across the coun-
try. He was told that is why the center
has stopped allowing visitors. In talking
with him on the phone, he is now under
the belief he will die there. We as a fam-
ily can’t visit him to soothe his nerves.
Your sensational headlines do nothing
to help out him or us.

RICK TAYLOR Stuarts Draft

Ways to support local economy

Over the past two weeks, life has
changed dramatically right before our
eyes. Our community is facing chal-
lenges and uncertainty like we have
never experienced in our lifetime. We’ve
seen businesses getting creative and
transforming their standard models
within hours.

This community is strong -- #SAW-
Strong. We are resilient. Together, we
will all come out of this stronger, with
more compassion and innovation than
ever.

Here are a few tangible ways we can
all support our local economy.

❚ Purchase a gift card online to use at
a later date.

❚ Pick a different business or organi-
zation each day and leave them a posi-
tive review on Facebook or Google.

❚ Engage online with your favorite
businesses. Share and comment on
their posts.

❚ If you have a membership or sub-
scription to a business, continue paying
it if you can.

❚ Tip your service provider in ad-
vance for future services.

❚ Buy tickets or gift cards for future
events at local theaters.

❚ Order takeout or delivery from your
favorite restaurant and over-tip if you
have the means.

❚ Plan a virtual cocktail or coffee hour
with friends. Donate the amount you
would have spent on your beverage and
donate it to your favorite wine bar, cof-
fee shop, brewery, cidery or winery.

❚ Ask a business owner how you can
help. This kind gesture will go a long
way.

❚ Have a local restaurant charge your
card for a specific amount. Reach out to
first responders and healthcare provid-
ers and let them know that coffee or a
meal is on you.

When you support a local business,
share via social media. Take a photo, tag
the business and let your friends and
family know how they too can help!

We may not be able to control what is
happening around us, but we can con-
trol how we come together as a commu-
nity. Stay positive, check on one anoth-
er and support our local businesses. Fol-
low the Greater Augusta Regional
Chamber of Commerce as we share
ways we can all be #SAWStrong. 

COURTNEY W. THOMPSON Fishers-
ville

(Thompson is president and CEO of
the Greater Augusta Regional Chamber
of Commerce)

We need the Affordable Care Act
more than ever

As Virginia Organizing, a non-parti-
san statewide grassroots organization,
celebrates its 25th anniversary this
year, members in all 15 chapters are also
celebrating the 10th anniversary of the
Affordable Care Act on March 23. Af-
fordable, accessible health care has
been a top priority for us since 2008. Di-
rectly affected members worked hard
for reforms that make a real difference
in people’s lives. People across the state
participated in meetings with legisla-
tors, held rallies and vigils, and wrote
letters and made calls to share their sto-
ries. We were well aware of the human
costs and barriers faced and wanted our
voices heard.

Since the passing of the ACA, more
people can now access quality health
plans with affordable premiums. Chil-
dren can remain on their parents’ plans
up to age 26. Discrimination based on
pre-existing conditions is prohibited.
The ACA also made it possible for Vir-
ginia to expand Medicaid in 2018. More
than 382,000 Virginians gained cover-
age as a result. More people can access
preventative care and fill prescriptions
without fearing an unexpected bill
could wipe them out financially.

The ACA also expanded protections
through Section 1557’s nondiscrimina-
tion provision. Implemented in 2016,
this provision works to reduce discrimi-
nation and disparities and ensure lan-
guage access in health care. But even
this enforcement was at risk last year
with proposed rule changes.

Health care access remains under
threat. The current federal administra-
tion has made frequent attempts to un-
dermine critical gains and cut essential
services for those most vulnerable. The
ACA is a critical tool in combating dis-
ease, whether in a pandemic or in usual
times. Ending the ACA now could con-
front low- and middle-income Ameri-
cans with a double whammy: loss of
coverage and services while they are at
the same time facing economic fallout
from the Corona virus epidemic. 

Coronavirus doesn’t discriminate by
political party or geography. How can
you make a difference? Contact your
U.S. senators and your congressperson.
Tell them that legislators trying to re-
peal the ACA should drop their lawsuit
as part of their public health response to
the pandemic. Protect our health care!
Our lives may depend on it.

RONNA WERTMAN Grottoes (Wert-
man leads the local chapter of Virginia
Organizing)

Why did Ben Cline vote against
virus relief?

I was curious when I read Rep. Ben
Cline’s March 20 newsletter where he
explained his March 4 vote for emergen-
cy Corona virus funding, but he had
nothing to say about his March 13 vote
on the Corona virus relief act. He was
one of 40 members who voted no to this
relief, whereas an overwhelming 363
members voted to help the American
people. 

I should think that Rep. Cline’s main
duty is to look after the well-being of his
constituents. This would appear not to
be the case when we see that he voted to
deny much needed relief to citizens im-
pacted economically by this virus. 

Maybe the representative would like
to respond? In my mind, he needs to if
he believes that he deserves our vote in
the next election. 

Patiently waiting,
BUDDY WILBANKS Staunton

Letters
Continued from Page 4B

couldn’t pay rent we would certainly un-
derstand, but so far they are OK,” he
said. 

His second property has been hit
hard. All the AirBNB reservations for the
next two months have been canceled.
Some of those reservations had people
renting the space for weeks. 

“Though that property is paid for, I
still have to pay utilities, cable, taxes, in-
surance, water, etcetera, so we are hurt-
ing with that,” he said. 

AirBNB is giving everyone who wants
to cancel their reservations a full re-
fund, he said.

“I believe that Air BnB hosts also
don’t qualify for small business emer-
gency loans but they are working on be-
ing included,” he said. “We don’t need fi-
nancial assistance to cover our ex-
penses now, but if this continues for
several months, we will certainly be los-
ing a lot of money, and it does make up a
third of our income.” 

Borzelleca said he’s fortunate. He’s a
freelance graphic designer so his busi-
ness is already home-based and he can
continue working from home like usual.
He wanted to help those in the restau-
rant industry to submit their favorite
food recipes so he could design a cook-
book that could be sold or used to raise
money.

Lisa Bryant, who manages Big Sky
Apartments on Community Way in
Staunton, said they are getting informa-
tion from the National Apartment Asso-
ciation in regards to managing tenant
late payments and anything else per-
taining to the COVID-19 outbreak.

“At this time, our company is looking
at some policy changes to handle that
issue,” she said regarding a tenant’s po-
tential loss of income due to COVID-19.

Bryant said Park Properties Manage-
ment Company, the regional manage-
ment company for the NAA for the
Staunton area, is meeting on a daily ba-
sis and then providing information to
their property managers, such as CDC
guidelines.

Big Sky hasn’t been contacted by any
tenants at this point, said Bryant.

“We’re fortunate. We anticipate that
might happen, but so far we have not,”
she said.

Remaining hopeful

Crissy Fales and her fellow coworkers
had to close up last week at The Depot
Grille in Staunton. She and many others
are now faced with uncertainty.

“We’re all scared about how long this
is going to last and how were going to
afford to feed our families,” she said.

As a single parent, Fales has no sense
of when things will return to the previ-
ous normal. 

Despite the fear of losing everything,
Fales remains upbeat and hopeful.

“Everyone is trying to help each other
in any way we can, one of my line cooks
brought in a case of toilet paper to hand
out when we were cleaning out all the
food,” she said. “The owners of the res-
taurant sent all the prepped food we
couldn’t use home with any staff mem-
ber who wanted it and donated the rest
to the mission. We are definitely fortu-
nate to have support within each other.”

Fales has cut back on spending and

filed for unemployment. 
Gilford is trying to remain optimistic

as he tries to adapt his business to the
new reality. 

“Even with some plans set, I’m not
sure of the longevity or ample income
they will provide. But, it’s a start,” he
said. 

Local businesses who have had to let
their workers go have also started up
GoFundMe pages. 

For Jims Hinkle, who also works at
Depot, he’s waiting to hear from unem-
ployment. But his restaurant also has a
GoFundMe campaign for the employ-
ees. Other restaurants like Baja Bean
Co., Blu Point, The 101 and more have
similar campaigns. 

“What gets me is the uncertainty of
everything,” he said. “I do like seeing the
community reaching out to one another
to help in various ways. It’s just a wait-
ing game at this point.”

Have a news tip? 
You can reach reporter Laura Peters

at lpeters@newsleader.com. Follow her
@peterslaura.

Rent
Continued from Page 1B
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The U.S. economy turned in its worst performance
ever in the second quarter as the pandemic shuttered
businesses and consumers hunkered down at home.

The nation’s gross domestic product, the value of
all goods and services produced in the U.S., contract-
ed at a staggering seasonally adjusted annual rate of
32.9% in the April-June period, the Commerce De-
partment said Thursday. To put the plunge in per-
spective, it was about three times larger than the pre-
vious largest drop in quarterly output. 

The free-fall was driven by a historic 34.6% pull-
back in consumer spending as states closed down
nonessential businesses such as restaurants, malls
and movie theaters, and Americans avoided public
gathering spots and travel out of contagion fears. 

City employees hand out food boxes during a
drive-thru food distribution in Hialeah, Fla.,
Wednesday. DAVID SANTIAGO/MIAMI HERALD VIA AP

Economy
hammered
GDP’s 32.9% second-quarter
contraction is 3 times worse
than largest previous drop

See story, Page 4A

A crash Tuesday night has left an Augusta County
teen dead. 

At 10:45 p.m. Tuesday, the Staunton Police De-
partment responded to the 400 block of Richmond
Avenue for a traffic crash. The crash involved a 2016
Toyota Camry and a 2007 Honda Element. 

The Toyota Camry was driven by 19-year-old Na-
than E. Langgle of Craigsville. The Honda Element
was driven by Dean A. Smith, 21, of Harrisonburg.
Langgle was pronounced dead at 11:25 p.m. Smith
was airlifted to the University of Virginia Medical
Center with serious injuries. 

The preliminary investigation indicates Langgle
was driving westbound on Richmond Avenue at a
high rate of speed when he crossed the center line,
striking Smith’s vehicle head-on in the eastbound
lanes, a release said.

No other injuries were reported and neither vehi-
cle contained any passengers.

The investigation into the crash continues.

Craigsville teen
dies in Staunton
car crash Tuesday
Laura Peters Staunton News Leader

USA TODAY NETWORK

Jamie Cooke holds back tears in his eyes. He’s sit-
ting on a gray bench near the old Staunton train sta-
tion. 

Eight years ago Cooke joined the family business
and opened a Staunton location for Black Swan
Books. His family has owned the store in Richmond
since 1996. 

Cooke never thought he’d be part of the business —
he’d previously worked as an architect in Richmond,
but soon found himself burnt out. He never knew he’d
be the architect of a community space that Black
Swan became. 

Cooke announced he would be closing the store
that has served as a space for artists, bibliophiles,
Stauntonians and more. 

“It’s definitely not about me, but the need for com-
munity space,” he said.

Cooke met with a News Leader reporter on that
bench overlooking the train tracks. Some could say it
was symbolic, like he was waiting for the next train to
come along and take him to his next career path. But
he was in a holding pattern for so long due to CO-
VID-19 and figuring out next steps. 

He’s not worried about what will come of the space
that used to be filled with his store that sits on the
corner of Augusta and East Beverley streets. He 

CHAPTER ENDS

Black Swan Books in Staunton, which has announced it will close after eight years of business, became a
home for poetry readings, art showings, live music and more. PHOTOS BY JAMIE COOKE/SUBMITTED

Black Swan Books in Staunton, which has announced
it will close after eight years of business, sits on the
corner of Augusta and East Beverly streets.

With heavy heart, owner of Black Swan Books
in Staunton decides to close eclectic bookstore 
Laura Peters
Staunton News Leader

USA TODAY NETWORK

See BLACK SWAN, Page 2A

“A bookstore is a gathering place. It’s
a kind of place where people come to
chat and then another person comes
in and starts a conversation.”
Jamie Cooke, owner of Black Swan Books
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knows someone will snatch up that
prime real estate. 

“Someone will come and do some-
thing awesome there,” he said. 

Peter Dering has managed the shop
for the past four years and said it served
as a good place for a lot of people. 

“I hope others can move forward with
the faith that we shared in this commu-
nity and build stronger firmer founda-
tions for us all. It ended with members
from our community playing music to
help us stay sane,” Dering said. “To
those who cared so much, we will find it
again. We’ve already seen how we care
for each other and it’s amazing. Stay
true.” 

Cooke’s used and unusual book mod-
el isn’t feasible anymore. 

“We need 100 people coming through
every weekend,” he said.

The vast majority of sales comes
from tourists and people coming in for
events — either poetry readings, art
showings, live music and more. Cooke
said there’s no way he can recreate that
same volume during the pandemic. He
tried a couple live streamed events, but
said it wasn’t the same. 

He is afraid there won’t be a venue
like what Black Swan offered people — a
safe, collaborative environment filled
with literature, lyrics and life. 

“It’s easy to romanticize a bookstore

job,” he said. 
For the most part, Cooke agrees, it’s

pretty romantic. He spent his time col-
lecting weird, eclectic books, stuff that
other stores weren’t selling. And it
worked. 

“A bookstore is a gathering place. It’s
a kind of place where people come to
chat and then another person comes in

and starts a conversation,” he said. 
It’s magical, too. The love and admi-

ration that people had when they en-
tered his store was overwhelming.
Cooke said that those traveling to the
area were always so smitten with what
Staunton had to offer, it was surreal to
experience that behind the counter. 

He will be working to pack up the

nearly 10,000 books in the store. Some
will go to auctions, others to ware-
houses. 

The store in Richmond will continue,
Cooke said. As for him, he said he isn’t
sure what’s next, but whatever he
chooses things will be alright.

He released the following statement
on his social media:

“It is with a heavy heart that I an-
nounce the closing of Black Swan Books
and Music here in Staunton. We were
welcomed with open arms by the com-
munity in 2012, then embraced and nur-
tured by those arms for eight beautiful
years. The new retail landscape makes
much of what we did unfeasible, and the
events we dearly loved hosting a thing
of the past. We have considered many
options to carry on, but they all fall short
of the role we had played in the commu-
nity.

“We are deeply grateful to the amaz-
ing people we employed over the years,
especially Peter Dering. His love of mu-
sic and culture vibrated positivity into
the business for four wonderful years.

“We are certain that Staunton will
welcome the next occupant of 1 East
Beverley Street with the same gracious-
ness and excitement we enjoyed, and
that the next chapter will delight in
ways we can’t know yet.”

— Jamie Cooke
The space has been listed for lease on

Cottonwood Commercial. 
Contact reporter Laura Peters at

lpeters@newsleader.com; follow
@peterslaura. 

There are more than 10,000 books inside Black Swan Books in Staunton, which
has announced it will close after eight years of business. The bookstore’s used
and unusual model, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, is no longer
feasible: “We need 100 people coming through every weekend,” owner Jamie
Cook said. JAMIE COOKE/SUBMITTED

Black Swan
Continued from Page 1A

It’s not just the action on the field that
poses health risks as the college football
world mulls how to put on a season.

Game days, often packed with frat
parties and tailgates, are worrying health
officials who say such events could spark
outbreaks of COVID-19.

Concerns abound about whether
young people, who have been a catalyst
for the surge in coronavirus cases this
summer, will abide by social distancing
guidelines as they return to campus in
the fall. And when it comes to college
football Saturdays, not much about the
normal game day tailgating scene is so-
cial distancing-friendly. 

Are fraternity brothers and sorority
sisters going to put parties on hold in the
name of containing the spread?

“Absolutely not,” predicts Zulema Avi-
la, a rising junior at Louisiana State Uni-
versity who is worried about the student
body returning to campus in the fall.
“Even if they don’t allow spectators in-
side the (stadium), there’s still going to be
tailgates, there’s still going to be apart-
ment parties and Greek life parties.” 

Game days are nothing short of a cul-
tural holiday for many college towns. And
while the parking lots outside the stadi-
um are often filled with alumni and fam-
ilies equipped with grilled meats and
IPAs, the backyards of frat houses look
much different: Crowds of students come
together at early hours of the morning to
put down mass amounts of cheap vodka,
beer, and spiked seltzer. 

Avila said she doesn’t plan on partak-
ing in the festivities this fall, but she’s
concerned about how fellow LSU stu-
dents will navigate the tailgate scene.

Schools are planning for restrictions
like one-way hallways in class buildings
and mask mandates on campus, but if

students flock to frat parties and tail-
gates on Saturdays, then what?

One slip can trigger a “super-spread-
ing event,” which is essential in sparking
outbreaks, said Dr. Stephen Kissler of the
Department of Immunology and Infec-
tious Diseases at Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Health. The chain reac-
tion that could be set off by a busy tail-
gate or lively frat party is why Kissler
views the social activities surrounding
college football as “major risk factors” for
the spread of COVID-19 this fall. 

Positive cases have already begun to
mount in some Greek communities. As of
July 10, at least 136 fraternity house resi-
dents at the University of Washington
tested positive for COVID-19, the school
said. Meanwhile, the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley attributed a recent
spike in cases to a series of parties linked
to the school’s Greek life.

Bars have been breeding grounds for
outbreaks as well. A pub just off of Michi-
gan State’s campus in East Lansing was

tied to 158 coronavirus cases in 15 coun-
ties this summer.

Following distancing guidelines
would mean sacrificing many social
benefits that come with being on a col-
lege campus, but it’s a practice that could
be essential in preventing outbreaks.

Kissler suggested that people should
keep their social circle — as in, the num-
ber of people someone physically social-
izes with — at no more than five to 10. But
as far as how that suggestion translates
to tailgates and watch parties this fall re-
mains to be seen.

Penn State’s vice president of student
affairs wrote a letter to Greek organiza-
tions, warning that “the parties you may
be accustomed to simply can’t happen.” 

Kissler’s suggestion would also mean
no more game day pregames for fraterni-
ties at the University of Washington,
where upward of 100 students would
normally gather at various chapter facil-
ities, Erik Johnson, president of the
school’s interfraternity council, said. 

Tailgate parties fall under the social
moratorium placed on Greek organiza-
tions at the school, which prohibits social
events through at least the end of 2020. 

Students who violate social distanc-
ing measures at the University of Florida
will be educated on the importance of the
policies, but they won’t face “enforce-
ment” from the office of student conduct
unless they continue to violate them,
Vice President of Student Affairs D’Andra
Mull said. 

At LSU, on-campus events are held to
a maximum of 100 attendees, while all
events of more than 10 will need written
approval, according to the school’s plan
for the fall semester. The document, how-
ever, does not lay out how the school will
enforce the events, nor does it specifical-
ly mention how tailgates or other game-
day festivities will be handled.

Regardless, the Greek community in-
tends to safely play a role in the game day
experience, said Marshall Lee, the presi-
dent of the school’s interfraternity coun-
cil, though he didn’t specify how.

College football is still on for this fall as
of now, though some conferences have
canceled all non-conference games in an
effort to slow the spread of COVID-19. The
Ivy League canceled football season alto-
gether.

The MLB started its season with no
fans in attendance, but more than a doz-
en members of the Miami Marlins’ club-
house tested positive for COVID-19 with-
in the first weekend of games. That gives
a grim outlook for college football, a sport
with dozens more teams competing and
rosters that are more than twice the size.

Already, many college football pro-
grams have announced positive cases
among players and staff as they’ve re-
turned to campus this summer for work-
outs.

But pressure has come from the
game’s biggest names to push forward
with a fall season.

“We need football,” LSU head coach
Ed Orgeron said at a roundtable this
month, calling the sport the “lifeblood of
our country.”

College tailgates, frat parties are ‘major’ risks
One mistake can cause
‘super-spreading event,’
doctor says

North Carolina fans tailgate outside Kenan Stadium in Chapel Hill before a
college football game last year. Dr. Stephen Kissler of the Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Health views the social activities surrounding college football as
“major risk factors” for the spread of COVID-19 this fall. CHRIS SEWARD/AP FILE

Jay Cannon
USA TODAY

BILLINGS, Mont. – U.S. energy con-
sumption plummeted to its lowest level
in more than 30 years this spring as the
nation’s economy largely shut down be-
cause of the coronavirus, federal officials
reported Wednesday.

The drop was driven by less demand
for coal that is burned for electricity and
oil that’s refined into gasoline and jet
fuel, the U.S. Energy Information Ad-
ministration said.

The declines were in line with lower
energy usage around the globe as the

pandemic seized up economies. 
Those trends are turning around as

commercial activity resumes but the im-
pact has already been profound – includ-
ing energy companies filing for bank-
ruptcy protection and a forecasted dip in
annual U.S. and global greenhouse gas
emissions.

Overall U.S. energy consumption
dropped 14% during April compared to a
year earlier, the energy administration
said. That’s the lowest monthly level
since 1989 and the largest decrease ever
recorded in data that’s been collected
since 1973. The largest drop previously
seen was in December 2001, after the

Sept. 11 attacks shocked the economy and
a mild winter depressed electricity de-
mand.

Natural gas bucked the trend with a
15% increase in use during the April lock-
down. More people at home meant more
demand for natural gas as a heating fuel,
while relatively few homes are heated
with coal or oil, said Brett Marohl, who
helped produce the energy administra-
tion findings.

Petroleum consumption fell to 14.7
million barrels a day in April, down al-
most a third compared to the same peri-
od in 2019. 

The spring drop in oil demand coin-

cided with a market collapse triggered by
a price dispute between Russia and Sau-
di Arabia.

“While we are not out of the woods
yet, we do appear to be headed in the
right direction,” said Dean Foreman, the
industry group’s chief economist.

Coal companies are expected to have
an even tougher time recovering from the
pandemic, which hit as the coal sector re-
mained on a fairly steady downward spi-
ral since 2007 despite President Donald
Trump’s attempts to prop it up.

Coal consumption fell 27% in April
compared to the same period in 2019, to
27 million tons. 

US energy use hit 30-year low during shutdowns
Matthew Brown 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Barr debunks President’s story
Attorney general says there is no evidence of fraud
that would change election outcome in favor Trump
Page 6A

Coming into focus: Bills,
Dolphins control AFC East;
Saints rule in NFC South. 5A

Weather
High 49° ❚ Low 21°
Mostly sunny and milder.
Forecast, 8A
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Staunton will have a winter farmers market this year, a new
Tractor Supply store is coming to Waynesboro and there’s a
streetscape project coming to Staunton — here’s the buzz.

Farmers market

The Staunton Farmers Market will continue through Satur-
days in December with a new winter market.

“The idea of a winter market has been floating around
among the market vendors for years,” said Ashley Malcom, the
market manager. “Our customers have expressed gratitude
and support of the market throughout the season.”

According to Malcom, the Staunton Downtown Develop-
ment Association encouraged the market to continue through
December. 

“This challenging year of the pandemic has shown us that
local food is more important than ever. We have reconfigured
the layout this season and met safety regulations, so custom-
ers can shop safely outdoors,” she said. “We went to our ven-
dors and received enough enthusiasm to commit to a winter
market. We got the go-ahead from the city and now have a ro-
bust group of vendors participating.”

The market will have products for cooking and gift-giving,
including fresh produce, specialty cuts of meats, wine, breads,
wood crafts, candles, wreathes, wool products and more. 

The market will be open Saturdays from 10 a.m to 2 p.m.,
specifically Dec. 5, 12 and 19. 

Those attending the market are asked to:
h Stay home if you have any COVID-19 symptoms
h Maintain physical distancing of at least 6 feet
h Wear a mask/face-covering

THE BUZZ

See THE BUZZ, Page 2A

Farmers market
will brave cold

The coronavirus pandemic has shown the importance of local food, which has led to the Staunton Farmers Market being
held on three dates this month, including Saturday. PHOTOS BY MONIQUE CALELLO/THE NEWS LEADER

Pandemic shows importance of holding winter market; new
Tractor Supply store coming; streetscape project in works

The Staunton Farmers Market will be open Saturday, Dec.
12 and Dec. 19. 

The Buzz
Laura Peters 

Staunton News Leader

USA TODAY NETWORK 

Rumors over social media were fly-
ing over the weekend, saying the
Staunton Mall has been sold. Tenants
confirmed to the News Leader and over
their own social media accounts they
had been told Friday the mall had been
sold and they had 30 days to vacate. 

The property, which is in Augusta
County, is located off U.S. 11. 

Matt Shiflett, who co-owns Know
Knew Books in the mall, posted in the
Facebook group “I grew up in Staun-
ton, Virginia” saying the tenants re-
ceived a letter from the new owners to
vacate in 30 days. 

“All tenants received letter from the
new owners demanding us to vacate
within 30 days and verbal confirma-
tion from previous owner to manage-
ment that they will be demolishing it,”
the post said. “Word from a realtor is
that it will be turned into a truck stop,
however I can’t confirm that part.”

The News Leader has reached out to
the current mall management, but did
not hear back immediately. Also, the
record of the sale has not gone through
county records yet, according to the
Virginia Mass Appraisal Network. 

According to Angela Chen, whose
family owns Hot Wok inside the mall,
they received a letter from the current
owners late last week. 

“We got a written notice saying the
current owner has sold their interest to
another LLC and that tenants with
‘month-to-month verbal leases’ had
30 days to vacate,” she said in an email.
“It appears every tenant received this
notice, even the ones with long term
leases.” 

Chen’s family recently re-opened a
larger and renovated space for their 

See MALL, Page 3A

Cracks and broken pavement are
shown in the parking lot of the
Staunton Mall, which tenants say has
been sold. MIKE TRIPP/THE NEWS LEADER

Staunton
Mall
allegedly 
sold
Tenants told they must
vacate within 30 days

Laura Peters
Staunton News Leader

USA TODAY NETWORK

A bipartisan group of lawmakers
have introduced a roughly $908 billion
COVID-19 relief proposal, a compromise
they say was necessary because of the
rising number of positive cases and eco-
nomic pain. The proposal would be a
temporary package running until April,
lawmakers said.

Provisions in the proposal include
funds for reauthorizing the Paycheck

Protection Program, the United States
Postal Service and state, local and tribal

governments, but not a second round of
$1,200 stimulus checks for Americans.

The lawmakers said they had talked
with party leaders and Treasury Secre-
tary Steve Mnuchin about their propos-
al, but it was unclear whether the White
House or congressional leadership will
support it.

Sen. Angus King, I-Maine, holds a sign
detailing provisions of the new
COVID-19 relief package proposal.
TASOS KATOPODIS/GETTY IMAGES

Lawmakers propose relief package

See story, Page 5A

$908 billion virus relief bill includes aid for businesses, but no $1,200 stimulus

“It would be stupidity on steroids
if Congress left for Christmas
without doing an interim package
as a bridge.” 

Virginia Sen. Mark Warner
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Augusta Health Medical Office Bld. Suite 204
70 Medical Center Circle, Fishersville, VA 22939

Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to Noon

If you or your loved one is experencing difficulty with hearing and
understanding, it’s time to have your hearing checked.

We offer Complete Hearing Evaluations, Hearing Aids and Assistive
Listening Devices, Vestibular Evaluations, Central Auditory Processing

Testing, Tinnitus Management and Hearing Protection Devices.

As A LEADER IN TECHNOLOGY, we specialize in wireless digital hearing
aids and accessories. Products for all budgets.

540-332-5790

Financing
Available

Celebrating our 25th year of service to the community!

Assisted Living
Stuarts Draft Retirement Community

* Space Limited– Apply Today:

(540) 932-3050
94 Mountain Vista Dr., Stuarts Draft, VA, 24477 • Email: info@sdretire.com •www.sdretire.com

Family owned and operated. You’ll notice the difference.

OPENINGS AVAILABLE NOW*

Worry-Free Senior Living

Simple, affordable, flat-rate monthly fee,
no entry or buy-in fee.

Private and semi-private rooms.
Many amenities, 24-hour care

restaurant just before Thanksgiving. They relocated
from the food court inside the mall to a separate store-
front that used to house Country Cookin’. They also
opened a new restaurant in the spot called Fuego Mex-
ican Grill, which is Hot Wok’s sister restaurant — a
build-your-own taco, burrito, bowl concept, Chen
said. 

Hot Wok has been open for 22 years inside the mall.
When the newer spot opened up a few weekends

ago, they had a line out the door. Now, they don’t know
what’s next. On Monday, Chen said she had a lot of
unanswered questions from the mall.

“We are not sure what the next steps for us look like
... still trying to find out details and such,” she said.

Previous auction attempt

Last year, the mall was up for auction.
The auction was online through an online auction

service called Ten-X.com. Ten-X is a digital platform
that buyers can log onto in order to bid. Colliers Inter-
national is the brokerage firm handling the auction,
according to the site. Colliers International agent Jay
O’Donnell in Charlottesville has the property listed on
his profile under properties for sale. The News Leader
has reached out to O’Donnell but did not immediately
hear back. 

According to O’Donnell in 2019, the current owners
wanted to put the property up for auction in an at-
tempt to argue the current assessment of the property.
Nothing came of the auction, but the mall was talking
to potential buyers late last year. 

The property located in Augusta County is valued at
$9.3 million, according to Augusta County tax infor-
mation. That includes the almost 35 acres the mall sits
on, four buildings and other improvements, according
to tax records. The land alone is valued at almost $2.8
million.

Losing tenants 

The mall has been steadily losing larger retail ten-
ants in the past years.

J.C. Penney closed in June, leaving Belk as the only
anchor store at the mall. In 2018, Peebles left the mall
because the store was going out of business. But the
mall management at that time said more stores were
set to come. 

At that point, the mall was at 62 percent occupancy,
but has moved up to 79 percent, when the movie thea-
ter opened in the mall called Legacy Theaters and
Sooner BBQ out of Stuarts Draft opened a spot. Sooner
BBQ is no longer at the mall, but the theater is still op-
erating. 

In 2017, multiple stores closed, including Family
Christian Bookstore and the Shoe Department. The
gymnastics studio relocated as well. Before those

stores closed, the mall was at 70 percent occupancy
rate, which also counts the outparcel buildings sur-
rounding the mall like Red Lobster, Dollar Tree and
Sprint. 

The Staunton Mall also lost two big tenants in 2017
— CrossFit Staunton and Staunton Health and Fit-
ness. The two businesses announced they would be
moving to the former Elliott Auto dealership just down
Greenville Avenue from the mall. One former mall ten-
ant, Head Over Heels Gymnastics, already moved out
of the mall to the Elliott building. 

The past

The mall has seen some changes in ownership, as
well.

Staunton Mall Realty LLC sold the property to
Staunton Mall LLC, a Delaware company, on Feb. 19,
2014, for $4.5 million. Once the mall was sold, a new
management team came in, which has also seen turn-

over. Asprey Real Estate Corp. took over management
in 2015. 

Since the new management took over, there have
been promises of revamping the mall and renovating.

Here’s a rundown:
h The property began as an open air shopping plaza

concept in 1969.
h In 1985, it was renovated and roofed in for indoor

shopping.
h In 2004, then-owner Colonial Properties Trust

announced it wanted to sell what was then called Co-
lonial Mall Staunton, along with five other malls it
owned.

h First Republic Group Realty purchased the prop-
erty in 2007, renaming it Staunton Mall.

h Staunton Mall Realty LLC bought the shopping
center in November 2010 for $4.05 million when then-
owner First Republic Realty was in bankruptcy.

Contact reporter Laura Peters at
lpeters@newsleader.com. Follow her @peterslaura.

The outline of the long removed signage for the Peebles store that was once over one of the entrances is
shown at the Staunton Mall. Current tenants have been told they have 30 days to vacate because the mall is
alleged to have been sold. MIKE TRIPP/THE NEWS LEADER
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