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22,875 SF Office on 6Ac + 3.5Ac Corner on Main St
Former Shenandoah Valley Electric headquarters and adjacent development lot 
2mi from Bridgewater College, 7mi from JMU, 1mi from I-81. Bid live or online  

Details at TRFAuctions.com  |  (434) 847-7741  |  VAAF501

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
Wed, Feb.19 at 12:30 PM  |  147 Dinkel Ave, Mt Crawford, VA
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Coinciding with the 
January cold, gas prices 
in V irginia have been 
dropping since last 
week, AAA Tidewater 
V irginia announced 
Monday.

According to 
the Monday press 
release, the aver-
age price for gas in 
V irginia is $2.35, 
which is two cents 
less than last 
week, but still 
30 cents more 
expensive than 
last year.

H a m p t o n 
Roads is see-
ing a simi-
lar change 
at the gas 
p u m p s , 

and as of 
Monday, the 

price for gas in 
Hampton Roads 

was $2.30. The national gas 
price average is $2.54, which 
is three cents cheaper than last 
week, a penny less than last 
month and 30 cents more than 
a year ago. 

Gas prices edged cheap-
er in the past week as gaso-
line stocks grew, measuring 
at 258 million barrels — “a 
stock level not recorded by 
the E nergy Information 
Administration in nearly a 
year,” the press release states.

“Motorists across the coun-
try are paying less to fill up as 
U.S. gasoline supply outpaces 
demand this winter,” Holly 
Dalby, AAA spokeswom-
a n, stated in a press release. 
“Typically, we see cheap-
er gas prices this time of year 
as motorists generally drive 
less.”

According to gasbuddy.
com, gas prices in Suffolk 
ranged from $2.19 to $2.35 on 
Wednesday. That’s a decrease 
from the $2.24-to-$2.36 range 
that was recorded on gasbud-
dy.com on Jan. 7.
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Gas prices drop 
with temperature

figure out what will hap-
pen with Mr. Peanut,” said 
Peanutter Adrienne “Adri-
Almond” Carpenter. 
“It’s one of those things 
we’re all kind of shocked 
about.”

Planters employees also 
said they had just heard 
the news.

“It’s very traumatic,” 
said Latasha Lawrence, 
who has worked at the 
factory for almost two 
years. “It hurts me to 
my heart. But his legacy 
lives on through all of us 
because he has touched so 
many of us.”

A wreath, candles and 
Mr. Peanut’s iconic cane 
were part of the memorial 
set up at the factory.

“I was just trying to get 
myself up and come to 
work this morning,” said 
employee Tara Moore, 
with a note of humor in 
her voice. “Mr. Peanut’s 
been good to me in my 
15 years of working here. 
I’m interested in seeing 
what’s going to happen.”

Mr. Peanut, born right 
here in Suffolk in 1916, 
was the spokesnut for 
Planters Peanuts for 104 
years. Planters found-
er Amedeo Obici need-
ed something to help sell 
his peanuts, and Antonio 
Gentile, a young teen 
in Suffolk’s Hall Place 
neighborhood, produced 
11 drawings of a peanut 
with a face, legs and arms. 
Obici paid him $5 for the 
drawings and had them 
enhanced by an artist.

Robert Slade, Gentile’s 
nephew, said he learned 
the news on Wednesday 
just like everybody else. 
Slade said he hopes Mr. 
Peanut will be resurrected 
at some point.

“He deserves a better 
fate, even though he was 
obviously courageous in 
the way he went,” Slade 

said. 
Slade noted that Mr. 

Peanut’s legacy, at 104, 
has stood the test of time, 
despite many changes in 
ownership of Planters 
over the years.

“Mr. Peanut was a cre-
ation of a master marketer 
in Mr. Obici,” Slade said. 
“He used him in every 
incarnation he could to 
create continuity and a 
brand. … The companies 
have tried many times 

to reinvent him, and it’s 
always failed.”

Scott Schmitz, president 
of the Peanut Pals group 
of dedicated collectors 
of all things Mr. Peanut, 
said he was notified by 
Planters shortly after mid-
night on Wednesday that 
the Super Bowl ad would 
be released early. 

“It’s definitely a mar-
keting ploy,” Schmitz 
said. “I am hoping it turns 
out to be like a telenovela 

or a soap opera and we 
find out a year from now 
he’s been in some hospital 
in Mexico.”

Schmitz said he had 
also seen the rumors that a 
third-quarter Super Bowl 
commercial would feature 
the spokesnut’s funeral.

“We are saddened by 
the loss of Mr. Peanut,” 
Schmitz said. “At least he 
died helping his friends 
— 104 is a pretty ripe old 
age to live, even if you are 
a peanut.”

Schmitz said the Peanut 
Pals will be at the Suffolk 
Art League’s annual 
Antiques Show and Sale 
Feb. 22-23 at King’s Fork 
Middle School and will be 
available to accept condo-
lences. They’ll be buying 
and selling Mr. Peanut 
memorabilia and are curi-
ous to see how this plays 
out, Schmitz said.

Details on the crash — 
including when and where 
it happened and the fate of 
Walsh and Snipes — were 
unavailable at press time.

Peanut: Famous spokesnut dead in crash
Continued from page 1

YMCA: New CEO
Continued from page 1
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Memorabilia, candles and Mr. Peanut’s iconic cane were among the items set up to memorialize and “shell-ebrate” the life of Mr. Peanut at 
the Planters factory on Wednesday. 

ers to teach the content.”
Walters, who was 

appointed chief executive 
officer last August and 
took the helm Dec. 2, has 
already moved quickly 
to identify his top five 
priorities for the region’s 
YMCA facilities, which 
serve more than 250,000 
people throughout the 
region spanning Coastal 
V irginia, the E astern 
Shore of V irginia, north-
eastern North Carolina 
and west to South Boston 
and Halifax County. 

The priorities, or res-
olutions as Walters has 
referred to them, include 
child protection and 
safety, customer ser-
vice excellence, member 
experience, resource col-
laboration and military 
initiatives.

At the Suffolk Family 
YMCA on Godwin 
Boulevard, its child 
care sites there and at 
schools serve more than 
1,000 children daily. It 
has 2,660 families, rep-
resenting 8,837 people, 
as members. E ven with 
it being one of the larg-
er YMCAs in the South 
Hampton Roads footprint, 
Walters wants to increase 
program development 
and the number of people 
using the facility.

He plans to work to 
evaluate the YMCA’s 
service delivery model 
to ensure that pro-
grams meet the needs of 
communities in South 
Hampton Roads, includ-
ing Suffolk. He empha-
sized its partnership with 
the Obici Healthcare 
Foundation in trying to 
open its doors to peo-
ple who can’t currently 
access it, and said there 
are other fundraising ini-
tiatives on the horizon.

Walters also stressed its 
partnership with Suffolk 
Public Schools, one that 
brings personal trainers 
into schools to work with 
teachers, bus drivers and 
other staff members. 

Walters, too, noted 
the curbside appeal of 
the YMCA in Suffolk, 
but said there are still 
too many people who 
can’t afford the YMCA. 
He said it needs to raise 
more money to help lift 
those barriers and raise 
the awareness that it has 
those resources for peo-
ple. More than 30 per-

cent of member families 
across South Hampton 
Roads receive financial 
assistance. 

“I think about Suffolk as 
a very diverse communi-
ty,” Walters said. “There’s 
a lot of haves, there’s a 
lot of people who have 
some, and there’s a lot of 
people who may not have 
as much. And so when I 
think about our drive in 
youth development and 
really lifting young peo-
ple up, we want to make 
sure that there’s equity 
and access to the Y in 
particular.”

Walters wants to 
increase the number of 
children in its before and 
after school programs in 
Suffolk, and while it has 
expanded its wellness 
operation and increased 
its space and equipment, 
he’s looking for more, 
and the organization has 
had conversations with 
the Obici Healthcare 
Foundation on how they 
can continue to work 
together. 

While Walters has 
myriad responsibilities in 
overseeing the YMCA’s 
footprint across South 
Hampton Roads with its 
$54 million portfolio and 
$103 million in assets, he 
plans to keep his eyes on 
Suffolk. 

“I was in the trenches 
with Suffolk as a student 
teacher, and I’m proud 
about that experience 
that for me,” Walters 
said. “That formed me as 
a young person, under-
standing their experienc-
es, understanding that 
lens, and so I carry those 
experiences with me.”

But Suffolk’s YMCA is 
also a key component to 
the organization’s overall 
operations. 

“Suffolk’s really 
important, the largest city 
in the state of V irginia,” 
Walters said, “and it 
houses one of our larg-
est Y’s in our footprint, 
and I think it’s a really 
great symbiotic relation-
ship between the two 
entities. It’s appropriate 
that we’ve reinvested in 
our Y to suit the needs of 
that city, and we want to 
be responsive to all the 
needs, and we want to 
galvanize people to real-
ly take ownership and 
volunteer for their Y and 
make it their own.”

The Planters Nutmobile will be at the following 
locations this week with commemorative pins to 
pay tribute to Mr. Peanut, while supplies last. The 
full schedule is available at plantersnutmobile.com. 

Thursday
Walmart, 1170 N. Military Highway, Norfolk, 
noon to 2 p.m.
Walmart, 7530 Tidewater Drive, Norfolk, 3 to 
5 p.m.

Friday
Walmart, 1098 Frederick Blvd., Portsmouth, 
noon to 2 p.m.
Walmart, 2448 Chesapeake Square Ring Road, 
Chesapeake, 3 to 5 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday
Kroger, 1090 W. Mercury Blvd., Hampton, 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Mr. Peanut, an interna-
tionally known marketing 
icon and Suffolk native, died 
Wednesday after courageous-
ly sacrificing himself for his 
friends after a tragic accident. 
He was 104.

The official social media 
pages of Mr. Peanut confirmed 
the death Wednesday. They 

showed footage of the crash 
in mountainous terrain, with 
the Nutmobile swerving to 
avoid an armadillo and tossing 
Mr. Peanut, Matt Walsh and 
Wesley Snipes off the side of 
the cliff.

As the three maintain a pre-
carious grip on a branch, it 
begins to crack, and Mr. Peanut 
lets go to save his friends. 
After he lands in the wreckage 
of the Nutmobile, an explosion 

sends his iconic top hat flying.
“We know that this news is 

painful and shocking to our 
fans,” said Samantha Hess, 
Planters brand manager at 
Kraft Heinz. “Mr. Peanut will 
be remembered as the legume 
who always brought people 
together for nutty adventures 
and a good time. We will be 
honoring him with a funeral 
during the Super Bowl and 
encourage all fans to join in 

and celebrate his life.”
The Nutmobile was at the 

Planters Peanuts factory in 
Suffolk on Wednesday treat-
ing employees and passersby 
to cupcakes and special, com-
memorative pins to “shell-
ebrate” his life.

“As of right now, we really 
don’t know much, except to 
tune in to the Super Bowl to 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

A conditional use permit for 
a church on Pruden Boulevard 
received the unanimous rec-
ommendation of the Planning 
Commission Tuesday. 

Celebration Christian 
Church plans to open in a 
4,200-square-foot building 
on 1.1 acres at 2484 Pruden 
Blvd., adjacent to Gwaltney 
Dental. The building’s previ-
ous function, according to the 
permit application, was for 
office use and was split into 
two office suites. 

The building for the church 
is currently vacant, and 
the site has a parking area 
that would be enlarged and 
improved, according to the 
staff report for the permit. 
The staff report notes that the 
maximum occupancy of the 
sanctuary would be 100 seats, 
and parking would include the 
16 existing spaces and nine 
additional spaces in a gravel 
parking lot, which is slated to 
be paved.

The church, which has 
about 90 members, has no 
plans to provide a day care or 
other accessory use. Its oper-
ating hours would be from 9 

a.m. to noon for services, and 
6 to 9 p.m. for youth group 
on Sundays, 9 a.m. to noon 
Monday through Friday for 
minister hours, and two to 
three nights per week from 6 
to 9 p.m. for miscellaneous 
evening events.

Currently, Celebration 
Christian Church, which 
was started in 2002, meets at 
the Suffolk YMCA at 2769 
Godwin Blvd. in the Teen 
Center.

The staff report stated that 
the use of the building as 
a church was compatible to 
existing uses in the surround-
ing area. 

David Taylor, a senior land 
planner with the Timmons 
Group, put together the tech-
nical aspects of the appli-
cation, while Pastor Adam 
McManus and church parish-
ioner William Gross were also 
present for Tuesday’s public 
hearing on the permit request. 
No one besides Taylor spoke 
during the brief public hear-
ing. 

City planners had rec-
ommended approval of the 
church’s permit. 

City Council will take up 
the permit request at its Feb. 
19 meeting. 

Mr. Peanut, Suffolk native, dead at 104

Commission 
recommends 
permit for 

church
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Planters Peanut employee Latasha Lawrence was among the mourners at the Planters factory in downtown Suffolk on Wednesday. The company announced the death 
of its spokesnut, Mr. Peanut, in a tragic accident.
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Anthony Walters, the new president and chief executive officer of the YMCA of South 
Hampton Roads, said he has a soft spot for Suffolk and wants to increase access to 
it, especially for those who need financial assistance.    

FROM STAFF REPORTS
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Suffolk Police are investigat-
ing a shooting that happened 
early Wednesday morning.

The shooting was reported at 
12:52 a.m. in the area of Hall 
Avenue, according to a city 
press release.

The victim, Rayshard Lamar 
Jones, 27, of Suffolk, was 
taken by ground ambulance to 
a hospital for treatment of inju-
ries not considered life-threat-
ening, according to the press 
release. He was hospitalized in 
stable condition.

The investigation is in the 
preliminary stages, and no 
additional information is avail-
able.

Anyone with information is 
asked to contact Crime Line at 
1-888-LOCK-U-UP. Tipsters 
can also submit tips by going to 
www.p3tips.com or by visiting 
the Suffolk Police Department 
website at www.suffolkva.us/
spd and looking for the Suffolk 
Crime Line link. Tipsters never 
have to give their names or 
appear in court and may be 
eligible for a reward of up to 
$1,000.

Man 
injured in 
shooting 
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

The new president and chief 
executive officer of the YMCA of 
South Hampton Roads has a soft 
spot for Suffolk. 

While studying for an edu-
cation degree at Norfolk State 
University in the early 1990s, 
Anthony Walters did two eight-
week student teaching stints at 
schools in Suffolk — John F. 
Kennedy Middle School and 
Nansemond River High School. 

“I’m intimately familiar with 
the school system there, I taught 
young people there … I remem-
ber young people that were com-
ing across the tracks there in 
Suffolk to the middle school,” 
Walters said.

He succeeded Billy George, 
who had been the chief executive 
officer for the previous seven 
years and prior to that had served 
as chief operating officer for 20 
years. 

Walters, who had been the 
organization’s chief strategy 
officer since 2017, recalled that 
teaching middle school students 
was more difficult, especially 
with behavior, interpersonal skills 
and students paying attention in 
the classroom. He said that leads 
back to the Y’s direction for a 
new strategic plan that focuses 
on character development. While 
he still wants its programs to 
help with academic achievement, 
including ensuring reading com-
prehension doesn’t get lost when 
a child is not in school, character 

development will have a promi-
nent focus.  

“In our new strategic plan, 
we’re hopeful that we can 
improve character development,” 
Walters said, “because we feel 
like that’s an important compo-
nent to partner with teachers, to 
say, we can help you before and 
after school, with sharing better, 
having young people share bet-
ter, having young people under-
stand how much they have alike 
instead of their differences more, 
then it prepares them to embrace 

and accept the classroom envi-
ronment a little better for you as 
a teacher.”

He said that’s something that 
would have helped him as a stu-
dent teacher. 

“From a character standpoint, 
learning about faith, learning 
about respect, responsibility, 
honesty, those traits can’t get 
lost in the society that we’re in,” 
Walters said. “Otherwise, it’s 
going to be harder for our teach-

New YMCA CEO has soft 
spot for Suffolk




