FBI investigating
burning cross in
yard of family

BY JASMINE DENT FRANKS
Staff

A burning cross in the yard of a Marion fam-
ily that took part in a Saturday rally supporting
the Black Lives Matter movement became the
subject of investigation early Sunday morning.

Marion Police Chief John Clair said the joint
investigation with the Smyth County Sheriff’s
Office began around 1 a.m. after the family re-
ported the blaze in a barrel outside their home.
Clair said witnesses also reported hearing a
loud bang that sounded like a firework.

The Pearl Avenue residence is the home of
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17-year-old Travon Brown,
who helped organize Sat-
urday’s rally protesting ra-
cial injustices.

Brown'’s mother,
Briggette Thomas, said
she was walking home
from the store that night
when she discovered the
blaze.

“When I came up the
street, it looked like my
house was on fire,” she
said. “It was so scary, my
daughter was in there.”

Once she got closer to
her home, she discovered
the cross, fashioned from
two large sticks. The barrel
belongs to the family, she
said, but there had been
no fire in it when she left.

PHOTO COURTESY THE MARION POLICE DEPARTMENT
The area around where a burning barrel containing what ap-
peared to be a cross was located is taped off during a joint
investigation between the Marion Police Department and the
Smyth County Sheriff's Office.

Thomas said she was because it was so close to
concerned about the blaze my house. My house could
beingso closetoherhome, have caught on fire.”
where her 16-year-old

Once on scene, Clair
said officers extinguished
the fire and discovered the
wood that appeared to be
in the shape of a cross.

The investigation has
now been handed over to
the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigations.

“The Town of Marion
Police Department is ab-
solutely committed to
ensuring that people of
color in our community
are safe,” Clair said in a
Monday statement. “Our
department, along with
the Smyth County Sheriff’s
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daughter was.

“It was scary though
and then to find out it
was a cross. [t made me
feel some type of way

NOW OFFERING
ONLINE LESSONS




Cross

From Page A3

Office and federal authori-
ties, will conduct a full and
thorough investigation.”
The burning of crosses
was common practice
used by the Ku Klux Klan to

intimidate people of color
in the early- to mid- 1900s.
The display is considered
one of the most potent
symbols of hate, accord-
ing to the Anti-Defamation
League.

While there’s been de-
bate about the constitu-
tionality of a ban on such

displays, Virginia law pro-
hibits the burning of a
cross as a form of intimida-
tion in public spaces or on
another person’s property.
According to the law, doing
so is assumed to have been
done with the intent to in-
timidate.

Violation of the law is a

class 6 felony, which car-
ries a penalty of up to five
years incarceration and up
to a $2,500 fine.

Anyone with information
on the incident can con-
tact the Marion Police De-
partment at 276-783-8145.
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