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Two Sections, 24 Pages TODAY’S FORECAST
Mostly sunny skies during the day. 
High 86F. Winds WNW at 10 to 15 
mph. Clear skies at night. Low 59F. 
Winds NW at 5 to 10 mph.
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LOWFull report A11

ON WINCHESTERSTAR.COM
So what are you thinking about? Let us know.
Comment on stories or opinions you read 
in today’s newspaper after each item 
on The Star’s webpage.

COVID-19 Count
Number of reported COVID-19 cases and deaths 

as of June 5, 2020

Virginia: 48,532 cases, 5,008 hospitalizations, 
1,453 deaths

Lord Fairfax Health District: 1,569 cases, 132 
hospitalizations, 56 death

Locality Cases/hospitalizations
Winchester, 2 deaths 225/15
Frederick County, 4 death 388/27
Clarke County, 0 deaths 31/3
Shenandoah County, 22 deaths 472/46
Page County, 24 deaths 233/26
Warren County, 4 deaths 220/15

Number of outbreaks in Lord Fairfax Health District: 
18 (389 total outbreaks in Virginia). Three outbreaks in 
health care settings, eight outbreaks in long-term care 
facilities, six outbreaks in congregate setting, and one 
in a correctional facility.

SOURCE: VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

By BRIAN BREHM
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — “My brothers, my 
sisters, my friends — it’s time.”

The Rev. Kevin Wilson of Saint 
Paul African Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Winchester spoke with 
passion on Friday morning as he 
addressed about 500 people who 
gathered on the Loudoun Street 
Mall to protest police brutality.

It was the second time this week 
that people assembled downtown 
to peacefully protest the killing of 
George Floyd, who died while he 
was being restrained by Minneap-

olis police on May 25. The city’s 
fi rst protest took place on Sunday 
evening, and a third was planned 
for Friday afternoon.

“We want to influence policy 
and change with our voices,” said 

Tina Stevens-Culbreath, whose 
nonprofi t I’m Just Me Movement 
obtained permits allowing Friday’s 
protests to happen.

Prior to Friday morning’s march, 
protest organizers stood on the steps 

of the Shenandoah Valley Civil War 
Museum to welcome everyone and 
thank them for standing up for jus-
tice.

“This is not the revolution of our 
parents,” said the Rev. Gilbert M. 

Mack Jr. of Mount Carmel Baptist
Church in Winchester. “This revo-
lution will be televised.”

The irony of a museum with a
Confederate statue hosting a pro-
test tied to the Black Lives Matter
movement did not go unnoticed, nor 
did the placement of a memorial to 
Floyd at the base of the statue.

Stevens-Culbreath said Friday’s
gathering was not about reopen-
ing old wounds, but rather healing
the community and bringing ev-
eryone together. For that reason, 
the Shenandoah Valley Civil War

Winchester protesters march for peace

PHOTOS BY BRIAN BREHM/THE WINCHESTER STAR

FROM LEFT: Participants in Friday morning’s protest on the Loudoun Street Mall kneel for 8 minutes and 46 seconds. That’s the same amount of time that former Minneapolis police officer 
Derek Chauvin kneeled on the neck of George Floyd, resulting in his death. RIGHT: Tina Stevens-Culbreath, a member of Stephens City’s Town Council, is comforted on Friday morning after 
becoming overwhelmed with emotion during a protest in downtown Winchester against police brutality and racial inequality.

‘It’s time’

“This is not the revolution of our parents. 
This revolution will be televised.

The Rev. Gilbert M. Mack Jr., Mount Carmel Baptist Church

See March, Page A11

By ANNA MEROD
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — Millbrook 
High School’s graduation pa-
rade on Friday afternoon for 
the Class of 2020 could defi nitely 
be considered a success, as it 
wrapped up just before a thun-
derstorm unleashed a torrent 
of rain.

As storm clouds brewed, 
graduating seniors paraded 
around the school in their ve-
hicles, some hanging out of car 
windows or standing through 
sunroofs as they waved to loved 
ones, friends and teachers.

The school’s traditional grad-
uation was canceled over coro-
navirus COVID-19 concerns. 
Instead, all three Frederick 
County’s high schools have held 
graduation parades, in addition 
to online graduation ceremo-
nies. Graduates also will have 
an opportunity to receive their 

diplomas in-person and pose for 
photos in their caps and gowns.

Millbrook graduate Dalaju-
won Banks, 18, said it felt “re-
ally good” to see his classmates 
and teachers for the fi rst time in 
over two months. Classes across 
Virginia ended abruptly in mid-
March by order of the gover-
nor to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus.

Banks plans to attend Full 
Sail University in Florida to 
study gaming.

“I  feel  l ike they were 
cheated,” his mother Khandi 
Banks lamented. “They could 
of organized something better. 
With everything going on right 
now, it’s kind of overshadowing 
their graduation.”

She said this generation of 
high school graduates has col-
lectively been through a lot. 
They were born after the 9/11 

Millbrook’s 
graduation parade 

beats the rain

PHOTOS BY ANNA MEROD/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Millbrook High School graduate Dalajuwan Banks, 18, hangs out the 
side of a vehicle before his mom Khandi Banks drives him through 
the school’s graduation parade on Friday.

Millbrook High School graduates wave and smile as they are cheered 
on Friday afternoon during a graduation parade.See Millbrook, Page A10

By ROBERT NIEDZWIECKI
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — Shenandoah Univer-
sity will conduct a “full-scale investiga-
tion” after being informed about “dis-
turbing” social media posts involving 
one of its student-athletes.

SU investigating 
‘disturbing’ social 
media posts 

See SU, Page A11
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Museum offered its space for 
the protest, and even provided 
2,000 bottles of water for the 
people standing in the sun.

A profound sense of unity 
prevailed throughout the 
demonstration, which Win-
chester Police Chief John 
Piper said went off without a 
hitch. As protesters of all eth-
nic backgrounds marched 
through Winchester, they 
passed numerous cases of 
water that had been left out 
for them by downtown busi-
nesses and homeowners.

Walking north on Cam-
eron Street, the procession 
paused in front of Rouss City 
Hall, where Mayor David 
Smith offered a few words of 

encouragement.
“Let’s stay peaceful,” said 

Smith, who is Winchester’s 
fi rst black mayor. “God bless 
everyone.”

Floyd’s death has sparked 
protests around the world, 
some turning violent.

Friday’s fi rst protest was 
a silent march, so the partic-
ipants said nothing as they 
walked and waved signs. 
People who wanted to chant 
as they marched were encour-
aged to attend the afternoon 
gathering.

When the protesters fin-
ished marching Friday morn-
ing, they again assembled in 
front of the Shenandoah Val-
ley Civil War Museum. Ha-
ley Arnold, an organizer of 
the event, asked everyone 

to kneel for 8 minutes and 46 
seconds — the same amount 
of time that Floyd was pinned 
to the ground. Just then, a 
church bell chimed 12 times 
to let everyone know it was 
noon, which was followed by a 
prolonged and intense silence.

Afterwards, Wilson asked 
everyone to refl ect on the sig-
nifi cance of kneeling for such 
an extended period of time.

“Imagine your brother 
with a knee on his neck for 
over eight minutes,” he said. 
“That’s a reason for rage.”

“This is a great America, 
and I’m part of that great Amer-
ica,” protester Wilhelmina 
Booker, of Winchester, said 
as she encouraged everyone 
to work together and move be-
yond centuries of racial preju-

dice. “We’ve been fi ghting this 
battle for 400 years. It takes 
all of us.”

“My daughter’s grandpa 
is a person of color,” added 
Shenoa Parker, of Winchester. 
“I had to explain to her why 
grandpa’s crying.”

“I encourage you to stay 
involved and vote,” protester 
John Copenhaver said as he 
stood near a voter registration 
table that had been set up in 
front of the museum.

Near the end of the morn-
ing protest, Stevens-Culbreath 
became overwhelmed with 
emotion and started sob-
bing. She was instantly sur-
rounded by supporters of all 
races, comforting her and us-
ing their signs to shade her 
from the hot sun.

“We have to do it together,” 
Wilson told the crowd. 
“Whether you feel it right 
now or not, a shift is about to 
happen.”

On Friday evening, more 
than a dozen people spoke 
before about 500 people 
marched from the Shenan-
doah Valley Civil War Mu-
seum around downtown. 
Roughly 30 more spoke af-
terward. Speakers included 
clergy members as well as lo-
cal, state and congressional 
representatives and commu-
nity and area residents. They 
said Floyd’s death and the 
violent treatment of protest-
ers by police at demonstra-
tions nationwide illustrated 
the need for reform of police. 

Danee Simmons, a black 

woman who recently earned
her degree in criminal jus-
tice at Shenandoah Univer-
sity, challenged police to
spend more interacting with 
the people they are sworn to
protect.

“It’s harder to put your
knee on somebody’s neck
when you shook their hand,”
she said. “Find out what you
need to do to help them. Be-
cause until you do, the (exple-
tive) is going to keep on hap-
pening.” 

See Monday’s Winchester 
Star for more coverage of Fri-
day evening’s protest.

Reporter Evan Goodenow
contributed to this article.

— Contact Brian Brehm at 
bbrehm@winchesterstar.com

WEATHER & NEWS

 Highs/Lows
Anchorage 64/48
Atlanta 89/69
Boston 85/59
Chicago 68/57
Dallas 98/76
Honolulu 84/74
Los Angeles 74/59
New York 85/62

Today’s Outlook

TODAY
Mostly sunny 
despite a few 

afternoon 
clouds.

86º

Sunday — Sunny skies during the day. 
Partly cloudy skies at night.
High: 81, Low: 56
Winds: NNW at 10 to 15 mph.

Monday — Sunny skies during the 
day with clear skies at night.
High: 83, Low: 60

Tuesday — Mostly sunny during the 
day, partly cloudy at night.
High: 89, Low: 66

 SUNRISE SUNSET

 5:48 a.m. 8:37 p.m.

Ultraviolet Index
0,1,2 minimal - 3,4 low - 5,6 moderate
- 7,8,9 high - 10 up very high

9

TONIGHT
Clear skies 
with winds 

northwest at 5 
to 10 mph.

60º
Regional temperatures Across the country

Anchorage 64/48

Boston 85/59

Dallas 98/76

Los Angeles 74/59

Winchester temperatures
 High Low
 Friday 87 68
 Year ago Friday 80 60

Information from the National Weather Service and Weather Underground.
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Precipitation
Month 2020 2019 Avg.

January 2.62 2.11 2.56

February 2.85 2.59 2.41

March 3.05 3.54 3.45

April 4.56 4.45 3.37

May 2.73 6.74 3.87

June 1.46* 3.05 3.61

July — 4.26 3.53

August — 4.40 3.02

September — 1.21 3.74

October — 4.02 2.95

November — 0.97 3.23

December — 2.93 2.68

         Total 17.27 40.27 38.42
*Rainfall from the City of Winchester -
  Month to date
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Bristol Norfolk
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PHOTOS BY BRIAN BREHM/THE WINCHESTER STAR

A protester carries a sign calling for unity during Friday morning’s protest against police brutal-
ity in downtown Winchester.

March
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Haley Arnold (center) lies face down on the Loudoun Street Mall Friday morning to honor 
George Floyd, a Minneapolis man who died on May 25 while in police custody. Arnold is 
flanked by the Rev. Kevin Wilson (left) and the Rev. Gilbert M. Mack Jr.

In a news release Fri-
day morning, SU President 
Tracy Fitzsimmons did not 
specify the nature of the 
posts. But she did say, “As 
we stated earlier this week, 
we have no tolerance for 
racial injustice at Shenan-
doah.” Organizations and 
schools across the coun-
try have been speaking out 
against racial injustice fol-
lowing the death of George 
Floyd, who was killed in po-
lice custody on May 25 in 
Minneapolis after an offi cer 
pressed his knee on Floyd’s 
neck for nearly nine minutes.

Fitzsimmons said, “We 
have now confirmed the 
identities of both people in 

the posts; one is a Shenan-
doah student and the other 
is not.” Fitzsimmons did not 
provide the name of the SU 
student-athlete.

When asked if Fitzsim-
mons could be interviewed 
to provide more details, SU 
media relations coordina-
tor Becky Layne stated in 
an email that Fitzsimmons 
“will not be making any fur-
ther comments as this is a 
student conduct issue that 
is under review.”

On Wednesday evening, 
the SU Athletics department 
posted a message on Twit-
ter stating that it had been 
“informed about a social me-
dia post involving one of our 
student-athletes.” Part of the 
message included the sen-

tence: “Diversity, inclusion 
and equity are core values 
of Shenandoah University.”

On Thursday afternoon, 
The Winchester Star re-
ceived a message on Ins-
tagram and an email con-
cerning that statement. The 
Instagram post was sent 
anonymously, while the 
person who sent the email 
wished to remain anony-
mous. Both submissions in-
cluded the same iPhone pic-
tures of an Instagram photo.

The Instagram photo 
shows two young white 
women. Their faces are cov-
ered in a dark substance, ex-
cept for a thin strip of skin at 
the tops of their foreheads 
and around their eyes. The 
substance appears to be a 
some type of cosmetic beauty 
treatment. At the bottom of 
the post, what can be read 
are the letters “LOL” and 
the message “we’re black! 
#goals.”

The anonymous person 
who sent the email also in-
cluded a picture of another 
post from the same Insta-
gram user. An “LOL” word 
bubble covers a letter after 
“bu”, but what can be read 
is “black bu we going back 
/#sadness.”

In announcing the inves-
tigation — which will in-
volve SU’s Conduct Team 
and Dean of Students — 
Fitzsimmons said that SU 
had “heard your voices” 
in regard to the social me-

dia posts. Several people 
on Twitter were critical of 
Wednesday’s SU athletics 
post, which also included the 
statement: “The content is 
not refl ective of the values of 
our athletic program nor the 
student-athlete involved.”

“We understand the harm 
images like these can cause 
inside and outside of our in-
stitution,” Fitzimmons said. 
“Especially in times like 
these when we need to stand 
as one community.”

Fitzsimmons added it 
is essential for SU both to 
“speak up and to act.” She 
announced several measures 
in hopes that SU can do bet-
ter in the areas of discrimi-
nation and diversity.

• The establishment of an 
anonymous system to report 
discrimination.

In a Zoom call, SU Vice 
President for Student Affairs 
Yolanda Barbier Gibson said 
the university currently has 
a process in place where any-
one can submit “student of 
concern” forms. These re-
ports on students can be 
fi led anonymously and go to 
the Dean of Students offi ce.

Gibson said SU is in the 
process of creating a sepa-
rate form for bias incidents 
that is being reviewed by 
senior administration and 
could be available as soon 
as next week, if not immedi-
ately. That will be reviewed 
by the Dean of Students of-
fi ce and the Mosaic Center 

for Diversity. SU Provost 
Adrienne Bloss added that 
the bias report system was 
in the works before Floyd’s 
death. 

• Mandatory diversity 
and inclusion training for all 
faculty and staff. That will 
take place this summer with 
the Department of Public 
Safety, athletics, vice presi-
dent and presidential offi ces, 
staff council and the faculty 
senate. When residents as-
sistants and new students 
report to campus, they will 
also be included in training.

Gibson said those in-
volved in the Mosaic Cen-
ter and SU’s PRIDE (Pres-
ident’s Representatives on 
Inclusion, Diversity & Eq-
uity) department — which 
includes faculty and staff — 
will handle that training.

Bloss added there are 
different forms of diversity 
training for different situa-
tions. She said a few years 
ago, SU began having all 
faculty search committees 
go through training to make 
sure there isn’t bias in the 
recruiting process. 

• The establishment of 
a diversity scholarship to 
support recruitment and re-
tention of students of color 
in underrepresented pro-
grams.

• A community dialogue 
to reconsider the name of 
the business school, which 
is named after former U.S. 
Sen. Harr y F. Byrd, Jr. 

There’s a petition on change.
org seeking to get SU to do 
this, stating that Byrd is “in-
famous for fi ghting against 
the desegregation of schools 
across the commonwealth.”

“We are currently discuss-
ing the name of the business 
school and listening to feed-
back from the Shenandoah 
community and alumni,” 
Layne said. “The conversa-
tions are ongoing.” 

• Deans and faculty will 
review SU’s curricula to en-
sure that its academic pro-
grams reflect and support 
the diversity of its history 
and society.

Bloss added that in the 
fall of 2018, SU star ted 
Shenandoah Conversations, 
which is a way for students 
and faculty to address dif-
ficult topics by discussing 
them in small groups.

“We recognized at the 
time that we’re not very good 
at this as a society, and this 
is a role that higher educa-
tion needs to play,” Bloss 
said. “There’s not any kind 
of topic we’re looking at, just 
things that are hard for peo-
ple to talk about. ... When we 
have conversations, we want 
to make sure that everybody 
has an opportunity to speak 
and everybody has an oppor-
tunity be heard.

— Contact Robert Niedzwiecki at 
rniedzwiecki@winchesterstar.com 

Follow on Twitter @WinStarSports1

SU
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